MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021

zzz

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 1

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021

Preface
Dear Readers,

The ―Current Affairs‖ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our
team to help you cover all the important events of the month for the upcoming exams like Banking, Insurance, CLAT,
MBA etc. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere
efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfil aspirations.

Happy Reading!

Best Wishes
Team CL
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
National

CJI SA Bobde recommends Justice NV Ramana as his successor


Chief Justice of India (CJI) SA Bobde has recommended the name of Justice NV Ramana to the Centre for
appointing him as his successor after he demits office on April 23, 2021. The government had asked him to
recommend his successor; Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad reportedly sent a letter to Justice Bobde,
seeking his recommendation.



Justice Bobde was sworn in as the 47th Chief Justice of India in November 2019, succeeding Justice (retired)
Ranjan Gogoi. Traditionally, the sitting chief justice writes a recommendation for his likely successor.



Justice NV Ramana is the senior most judge in the Supreme Court after CJI Bobde. Born on August 27, 1957,
Justice Ramana has tenure till August 26, 2022. Justice NV Ramana was appointed a permanent judge of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court in June 2000. He served as Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court before being
elevated to the Supreme Court in February 2014.



As per the procedures for the appointment of members of the higher judiciary, ―the appointment to the office of
the Chief Justice of India should be of the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to hold the
office‖.



As head of the Supreme Court, the chief justice is responsible for the allocation of cases and appointment of
constitutional benches which deal with important matters of law. In accordance with Article 145 of
the Constitution of India and the Supreme Court Rules of Procedure of 1966, the chief justice allocates all
work to the other judges who are bound to refer the matter back to him or her (for re-allocation) in any case
where they require it to be looked into by a larger bench of more judges.



On the administrative side, the chief justice carries out the following functions: maintenance of the roster;
appointment of court officials and general and miscellaneous matters relating to the supervision and
functioning of the Supreme Court.



However this convention has been broken twice. In 1973, Justice A. N. Ray was appointed superseding 3
senior judges. Also, in 1977 Justice Mirza Hameedullah Beg was appointed as the chief justice superseding
Justice Hans Raj Khanna.

The Supreme Court of India came into being on 28 January 1950. It replaced both the Federal Court of India
and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council which were then at the apex of the Indian court system. The first
Chief Justice of India was Sir H J Kania. Originally, the Constitution of India envisaged a supreme court with a
chief justice and seven judges; leaving it to parliament to increase this number. At present, SC is consisting of
the Chief Justice of India and 33 sanctioned other judges. The motto of the Supreme Court is ‗Yato
Dharmastato Jayaḥ‘, means ―whence law (dharma), thence victory‖. It is also referred to – as the wheel of
righteousness, encompassing truth, goodness and equity. As per the Article 142 of the Constitution, it is the duty
of the President of India to enforce the decrees of the Supreme Court and the court is conferred with the inherent
jurisdiction to pass any order deemed necessary in the interest of justice. The Supreme Court has replaced
the British Privy Council as the highest court of appeal.
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Article 244 (A), its relevance for Assam hill tribes, and the politics


In a video message, Congress leader Rahul Gandhi promised to implement Article 244 (A) of the Constitution
to safeguard the interests of the people in Assam‘s tribal-majority districts. ―The BJP is attacking the culture
and traditions of hill tribes by withdrawing Article 244(A). The upcoming Congress government will ensure that
Article 244(A) is not diluted and all its clauses are implemented to protect the interests of indigenous people,‖ said
Rahul.



Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ‗autonomous state‘ within Assam in certain tribal areas. Inserted into
the Constitution in 1969 by the then Congress government, it also has a provision for a Legislature and a
Council of Ministers.



The Sixth Schedule of the Constitution — Articles 244(2) and 275(1) — is a special provision that allows for
greater political autonomy and decentralised governance in certain tribal areas of the Northeast through
autonomous councils that are administered by elected representatives.



In Assam, the hill districts of Dima Hasao, Karbi Anglong and West Karbi and the Bodo Territorial Region
are under this provision. Article 244(A) accounts for more autonomous powers to tribal areas.

The Sixth Schedule which applies to the Tribal Areas of Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura and Mizoram, provides for
autonomy in the administration of these areas through Autonomous District Councils (ADCs) and the Regional
Councils empowered to make laws in respect of areas under their jurisdiction, which cover land, forest,
cultivation, inheritance, indigenous customs and traditions of tribals, etc. and also to collect land revenues and
certain other taxes. ADCs are like miniature states having specific powers and responsibilities in respect of all
the three arms of governance: Legislature, executive and judiciary. Meghalaya has a unique administrative
structure among all Indian states. The entire state — save a tiny area within the capital Shillong — is covered by
the Sixth Schedule to the Constitution of India under Article 244 of the Constitution.

Rajnath Singh, South Korean Defence Minister inaugurate Indo-Korean Bilateral Friendship
Park in Delhi Cantt


Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and South Korean Defence Minister Suh Wook inaugurated the
Indo-Korean Bilateral Friendship Park in Delhi Cant. This Friendship Park has been built to commemorate
the contribution of Indian peacekeepers during the Korean War from 1950 to 53.



Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat, Army Chief General M M Naravane, Navy Chief Admiral
Karambir Singh and Air Chief Marshal R K S Bhadauria were present on the occasion.



The South Korean minister arrived in India on a three-day visit with a focus on boosting bilateral defence
and military cooperation. South Korea has been a major supplier of weapons and military equipment to India.

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) is charged with coordinating and supervising all agencies and functions of the
government relating directly to national security and the Indian armed forces. The President of India is the
ceremonial commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the country. The Indian Armed Forces (including Indian
Army, Indian Air Force, and Indian Navy) and Indian Coast Guard under the Ministry of Defences are primarily
responsible for ensuring the territorial integrity of the nation. A military department was created by the supreme
government of the British East India Company at Kolkata in the year 1776. Rajnath Singh is currently serving
as the Defence Minister of India. He has been Member of parliament, Lok Sabha two times from Lucknow (Lok
Sabha constituency) and once from Ghaziabad (Lok Sabha constituency).

Arunachal gets first formal indigenous knowledge system school


With an aim to develop the Northeast, Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu has inaugurated the
state‘s first formal indigenous language and knowledge system school ‗Nyubu Nyvgam Yerko‘ in East
Kameng district. Nyubu Nyvgam Yerko is a traditional institution of the Nyishi community that aims at
expanding and securing indigenous traditions, culture and language.

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 5

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021


According to the Chief Minister, the school will help to promote and preserve the culture, tradition, and
language of the state. Prema Khandu further applauded Charitable Trust the initiative and express his gratitude
towards Pai Dawe for donating the land for the Gurukul type initiative.

Arunachal Pradesh (―land of dawn-lit mountains‖) is a state in Northeast India. It borders the states
of Assam and Nagaland to the south. It shares international borders with Bhutan in the west, Myanmar in the
east, and a disputed border with China in the north at the McMahon Line. Itanagar is the state capital of
Arunachal Pradesh. B. D. Mishra is a former brigadier of the Indian Army. He is the present governor.

Cabinet approves MoC signed between India & Japan in Water Resources field


The Union Cabinet was apprised of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed between Department of
Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation of Ministry of Jal Shakti and Water and
Disaster Management Bureau, Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan in the
field of Water Resources.



This MoC was signed for development of a long-term cooperation in the field of Water and Delta
management, and Water technology in order to increase the exchange of information, knowledge, technology and
scientific allied experience, as well as implementation of joint projects between the two countries. This MoC will
help achieving water security, improved irrigation facility and sustainability in water resources development.

Ministry of Jal Shakti is a ministry under Government of India which was formed in May 2019 under the second
Modi ministry. This was formed by merging of two ministries; Ministry of Water Resources, River Development
& Ganga Rejuvenation and Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation. Gajendra Singh Shekhawat is
currently serving as Union Cabinet Minister in Ministry of Jal Shakti. He is a member of parliament from the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) representing Jodhpur in the Lok Sabha.

President of India gave assent to National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment) Bill 2021


The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind gave assent to the Government of National Capital Territory of
Delhi (Amendment) Act, 2021, which enhances the powers of the Lieutenant Governor and limits the elected
government‘s power in Delhi.



According to the legislation, the ―government‖ in Delhi means the ―Lieutenant Governor‖ and the city
government will now have to seek the opinion of the L-G before taking any executive action.



Rajya Sabha had witnessed massive uproar when the opposition, led by the Congress and the AAP, alleged that
the Modi government was trying to bypass the elected Delhi Assembly by bringing an ‗unconstitutional‘ bill to
empower the Lt Governor and was practising ‗coercive federalism‘.



Union Minister G Kishan Reddy had said the amendments would lead to transparency and clarity in
governance in NCT of Delhi and enhance public accountability. While explaining the rationale behind the bill,
he said the amendments have been brought to remove ambiguities in the existing Act.



G Kishan Reddy further said that changes in the law have been sought in the spirit of what has been said in a
Supreme Court judgment, adding that there was no political angle and the amendments are on ―technical‖
grounds.

Delhi bordered by Haryana on three sides and by Uttar Pradesh to the east. According to the 2011 census, Delhi
city proper‘s population was over 11 million, the second-highest in India after Mumbai. Anil Baijal is the
current & 21st Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. Arvind Kejriwal is the current and 7th Chief Minister of Delhi. The
Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991 declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be formally known as
the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature, and it came into being in
1991 under Article 239AA of the Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveils new version of ‗Exam Warriors‘ to make them stress free
before examinations


The new version of Exam Warriors written by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is now available with many
new mantras for students as well as parents. It is available at retail stores as well as online. The Exam Warriors
module is also available on the NaMo App.



The new edition of the book has been enriched with valuable inputs from students, parents and teachers.
Substantive new parts have been added that would especially interest the parents and teachers.

Narendra Damodardas Modi is an Indian politician serving as the 14th and current Prime Minister of India since
2014. He was the Chief Minister of Gujarat from 2001 to 2014 and is the Member of Parliament for Varanasi. He
is the first prime minister outside of the Indian National Congress to win two consecutive terms with a full
majority and the second to complete more than five years in office after Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Bihar first state to have two green towns


Bihar is set to become the country‘s first state to have two green energy efficient towns in Rajgir and Bodh
Gaya. The towns will start getting solar energy through the first of its kind renewable energy project from
2023.



After Rajgir and Bodh Gaya, Patna‘s many important government offices including the governor house, the
Patna High Court, the Bihar Museum and the Vidhyut Bhawan would also get round the clock green energy
supply being developed with the help of the Solar Energy Corporation of India. To implement this poject, the
state government has decided to use the land available in Lakhisarai and Bhagalpur district to construct solar energy
plants.

Bihar is the third-largest state of India by population, according to the census 2011. It is a land–locked state,
although the outlet to the sea through the port of Kolkata is not far away. Nalanda University is located in the town
of Rajgir, in the northern Indian state of Bihar. It was a Buddhist center of learning from 427 to 1197 CE. It has
been called ―one of the first great universities in recorded history. Phagu Chauhan is the current Governor of
Bihar. Nitish Kumar is the current Chief Minister of Bihar.

Supreme Court-appointed committee on farm laws submits its report


The Supreme Court-appointed committee on the three contentious central farm laws has submitted its report
to the apex court in a sealed cover.



The top court committee comprised of agricultural economists – Anil Ghanvat, Ashok Gulati, and Pramod
Joshi. Bhupinder Singh Mann, president, Bharatiya Kisan Union, and All India Kisan Coordination
Committee was also initially part of the committee but resigned later.



The three-member committee was appointed by the Supreme Court on January 12 for evaluation of the farm
laws against which farmers from many states have been protesting. Farmers continue to protest since 26
November last year against the three farm laws – Farmers‘ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and
Facilitation) Act, 2020; the Farmers Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and
Farm Services Act 2020 and the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020.



The panel members held their first meeting on January 19 and decided to set up a web portal for farmers to help
them share their opinion on the new farm laws. The members have spoken to 85 farmer organisations and other
stakeholders to find the solution of the deadlock that has been continuing for more than four months.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that the agriculture sector is in need of urgent reform and
modernisation and the government has initiated reforms that would free the small farmers from the pressure of
middlemen. The Narendra Modi-led NDA government has set a target of doubling farmers‘ income by 2022.
Hundreds of farmers, mainly from Punjab, Haryana and western Uttar Pradesh, are camping near the borders
of the national capital demanding that the government repeal the three contentious farm laws. Enacted in
September 2020, the three farm laws have been projected by the Centre as major reforms in the agriculture
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sector that will remove the middlemen and allow farmers to sell their produce anywhere in India. The
protesting farmers, on the other hand, have expressed apprehensions that the new agricultural laws would pave
the way for eliminating the safety cushion of the minimum support price and do away with the mandi
(wholesale market) system, leaving them at the mercy of big corporates.

India takes part in second Sherpas meeting of G7, guest countries


The second meeting of the Sherpas of G7 and guest countries was held. India‘s G7 Sherpa Suresh Prabhu
attended the meeting. The priority issues under UK‘s G7 Presidency agenda were discussed, including
preparations for the COP26 Summit and global health cooperation.



India has been invited as a guest country of the G7 by the UK this year, along with Australia, South Korea
and South Africa. In January, the United Kingdom (UK) announced that it has invited Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the G7 summit as a guest. The meet is scheduled to be held in Cornwall from June 11 to 14,
2021.

Group of Seven is an intergovernmental organisation consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the United States. The heads of government of the member states, as well as the representatives
of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit. The seven countries involved are also the largest IMFadvanced economies in the world. The concept of a forum for the world‘s major industrialized countries emerged
before the 1973 oil crisis.

Ministry of Jal Shakti to use sensor-based IoT devices to effectively monitor implementation of
Jal Jeevan Mission


The Ministry of Jal Shakti has decided to use sensor-based Internet of Things, IoT devices to effectively
monitor the implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission, JJM in more than six lakh villages.



The Internet of Things, IoT based remote monitoring provides near real-time information without any manual
intervention by using sensors. This would not only allow effective monitoring and management on-ground, but
also enable real-time visibility to State water supply.



Jal Jeevan Mission JJM which is a flagship programme of the Government is implemented in partnership
with States and Union Territories to provide tap water connection to every rural household by 2024.

The Internet of things (IoT) describes the network of physical objects—―things‖ or objects—that are embedded
with sensors, software, and other technologies for the purpose of connecting and exchanging data with other
devices and systems over the Internet. Things have evolved due to the convergence of multiple technologies, realtime analytics, machine learning, commodity sensors, and embedded systems. Traditional fields of embedded
systems, wireless sensor networks, control systems, automation (including home and building automation), and
others all contribute to enabling the Internet of things.

Special Forces of India, US carry out military exercise in Himachal Pradesh


Special forces of India carried out a joint military exercise with US Special forces at Bakloh in Himachal
Pradesh this month to enhance interoperability between the two sides. ‗Vajra Prahar‘ is a Special Forces joint
training exercise conducted alternately in India and the US. These exercises will enable sharing of best
practices and experience in areas such as joint mission planning capabilities and operational tactics.



―The 11th edition of Indo-US joint special forces exercise ‗Vajra Prahar 2021‘ was conducted at Special
Forces Training School located at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh in March,‖. The joint exercise between the
special forces of both the countries is held to share the best practices and experiences in areas such as joint
mission planning and operational tactics.

BIMSTEC finalises Connectivity master plan for Bay of Bengal region


The virtual meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Bay of Bengal Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) grouping finalised a major Connectivity master plan for the Bay of Bengal region.
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The seven-member regional grouping namely India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and
Myanmar will take up the Master plan for transport connectivity for adoption in the next summit of the
organisation to be hosted by Sri Lanka in a few months from now.



The meeting also endorsed three MoUs/agreements relating to convention on Mutual Legal Assistance in
Criminal matters, cooperation between diplomatic and training academies and establishment of BIMSTEC
Technology Transfer Facility in Colombo.



The connectivity master plan is the outcome of more than a decade of consultations among the member states. The
study conducted by the Asian Development Bank (ADB) in 2007 and 2014, identified 166 connectivity
projects at an estimated cost of USD 50 billion out of which 65 projects were identified as priority projects.

The BIMSTEC is an international organisation of seven nations of South Asia and South East Asia, including
Bangladesh, India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Bhutan, and Nepal. The permanent secretariat is in Dhaka.
The BIMSTEC member states are among the countries dependent on the Bay of Bengal. BIMSTEC was set up in
1997 through the Bangkok Declaration and includes India, Bangladesh, Bhutan Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and
Thailand.

Centre to roll out Unique Land Parcel Identification Number system in country


Centre will soon roll out a Unique Land Parcel Identification Number system in the country allotting distinct
IDs for each land parcel. The system has already been successfully carried out in a number of states on pilot basis.



In the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number System, there will be a unique ID for each land parcel. The
unique ID will be of 14 digits. It would be based on the Geo reference coordinate of vertices of the parcel.



This would be of international standard and in compliance with the Electronic Commerce Code Management
Association standard and Open Geospatial Consortium standards. It will provide compatibility so that all states
can adopt it easily. It will enable in keeping the land records always up-to-date. A link of all property transactions
would get established



The system would ensure delivery of citizen services of land records through a single window. It would also
ensure sharing of land records data across departments, financial institutions and all stakeholders. Proper land
statistics and land accounting through this system will also help develop land banks and lead towards Integrated
Land Information Management System.

Gujarat Assembly passes Freedom of Religion Act 2003 Bill


Gujarat Assembly has passed the Freedom of Religion Act 2003 Bill that penalizes forcible or fraudulent
religious conversion by marriage. The new law has provision for three to 10 years in jail and a fine of up to
five lakh rupees if the accused is found guilty.



Minister of State for Home Pradipsinh Jadeja has said that we have made amendments to Gujarat Freedom of
Religion Act, 2003. He said, this law will stop people from luring Hindu girls into marriage with the intention
of religious conversion. Opposition Congress party opposed the bill in the house. The Bill was passed in the house
by majority. Similar ‗love jihad‘ laws have already been enacted in other BJP-ruled states such as Uttar
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.

Freedom of religion in India is a fundamental right guaranteed by Article 25-28 of the Constitution of India.
Modern India came into existence in 1947 and the Indian constitution‘s preamble was amended in 1976 to state
that India is a secular state. However, in S.R Bommai v. Union of India, Supreme Court of India ruled that
India was already a secular state from the time it adopted its constitution, what actually was done through this
amendment is to state explicitly what was earlier contained implicitly under article 25 to 28. Every citizen of
India has a right to practice and promote their religion peacefully.

India‘s biggest floating solar power plant to be set up at Ramagundam in Telangana


India‘s biggest floating solar power plant with a capacity of 100 MW will be set up at Ramagundam in
Telangana. The project expected to be opened in May, is being set up at Ramagundam thermal power plant
reservoir.
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The solar project is commissioned by the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). The project, which is
estimated to cost around 423 crore rupees, will have 4.5 lakh photovoltaic panels.



The solar panels will cover 450-acre area of the reservoir and can be expanded in the future. NTPC‘s efforts to set
up floating solar power projects is aimed at reducing its carbon footprints and accelerate its green energy
production to 30 per cent of its capacity.



The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam on
Narmada river in Madhya Pradesh. The project costing 3,000 crore rupees is expected to start power generation
only by 2022-23.

Telangana is a state in India situated on the south-central stretch of the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan
Plateau. On 2 June 2014, the area was separated from the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly
formed state with Hyderabad as its capital. It is a land locked state in India. Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao
has been serving as the first and current Chief Minister of Telangana since 2014. Tamilisai Soundararajan is an
Indian medical doctor serving as current Governor of Telangana.

NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, is an Indian Central Public
Sector Undertaking, engaged in the business of generation of electricity and allied activities. It is a company
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is owned by the Ministry of Power, Government of India. The
headquarters of the company is situated at New Delhi.

First farm-based solar power plant comes up in Rajasthan


Rajasthan Renewable Energy Corporation Ltd commissioned farm-based solar power project under the PMKUSUM scheme.



The project, established on 3.5 acres of farmland at Bhaloji village, Kotputli, in Jaipur, is the first of 623 farmbased solar projects selected by RRECL for generating 722 megawatt (MW) capacity in the state under the
first phase of the PM-KUSUM scheme. Rajasthan has become the first state to commission the project which
will help the farmers earn additional income through their unused land.

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (KUSUM) Yojana was launched by
the Government of India to increase the income of farmers and provide sources for irrigation and de-dieselising
the agricultural sector. Under Kusum Yojana, a group of farmers, farmers, panchayats, cooperatives can apply to
install solar pumps. The scheme was launched in 2019.

Nation pays befitting tribute to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji on his 400th Parkash Purab


Nation pays a befitting tribute to 9th Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, on his 400 th Parkash Purab.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the meeting of the High Level Committee to commemorate 400th
Birth Anniversary also known as Prakash Purab of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji through video conferencing.



The HLC was constituted by the Union Government on 24 th October 2020, to approve policies, plans and
programs related to the commemoration of the 400th birth anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji along with
supervision of the events. The HLC has 70 members including the Prime Minister as Chairman.

Guru Tegh Bahadur was a ninth of ten Gurus who founded the Sikh religion and he was head of the followers of
Sikhism from 1665 until his beheading in 1675. He was born in Amritsar, Punjab, India in 1621 and was the
youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib, the sixth Sikh guru. In 1675 Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed
in Delhi on 11 November under the orders of the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. According to J.S. Grewal, a
scholar of Sikh history, Guru Tegh Bahadur decided to confront the religious persecution of Kashmiri Hindus by
the Mughal officials. Sikh holy premises Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib and Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib in Delhi
mark the places of execution and cremation of Guru Tegh Bahadur. His martyrdom is remembered as the
Shaheedi Divas of Guru Tegh Bahadur every year on 24 November. The fifth Sikh Guru Arjan was arrested
under the orders of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir and asked to convert to Islam. He refused, was tortured and
executed in 1606 CE. Guru Nanak was the founder of Sikhism and is the first of the ten Sikh Gurus.
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Arch of world‘s highest railway bridge on Chenab River in J-K completed


The Indian Railways achieved a major milestone by completing the arch closure of the world‘s highest
railway bridge over river Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir. The 5.6-metre last piece of metal was fitted at the
highest point and joined the two arms of the arch that currently stretch towards each other from both the banks.



It completed the shape of the arch that will then loom over the treacherous river Chenab in Jammu, flowing some
359 metres below. The bridge is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link project. The 1.3kilometre-long bridge aims to boost connectivity to the Kashmir Valley.



It is 35-metre higher than the Eiffel Tower in France and the bridge is expected to be completed by next year.
The overall weight of the arch is 10,619 MT, and the bridge is being constructed at the cost of `1,486 crore.

Indian Railways (IR) is the fourth-largest railway network in the world by size. There are a total of 18 Railway
zones. South Coast Railway Zone is the newest and 18th railway zone, headquartered at Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. Piyush Vedprakash Goyal is currently serving as the Minister of Railways and Commerce in the
Government of India. He was elected as the BJP candidate from Maharashtra for the Rajya Sabha on 3 June
2016. The practice of a separate Railway Budget was started by the British in 1924 under the recommendation of
a 10-member Acworth Committee headed by British economist William Mitchell Acworth in 1920-21. On 21
September 2016, Government of India approved the merger of the Railway Budget with the Union budget of
India, and thus came to end — a 92-year-old practice of separate rail and general budgets.

Justice N V Ramana appointed as 48th Chief Justice of India


President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the 48th Chief Justice of India, accepting
the recommendation made by the outgoing CJI SA Bobde. Justice Ramana will have a term till August 26th next
year.



Justice NV Ramana is the senior most judge in the Supreme Court after CJI Bobde. Born on August 27, 1957,
Justice Ramana has tenure till August 26, 2022. Justice NV Ramana was appointed a permanent judge of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court in June 2000. He served as Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court before being
elevated to the Supreme Court in February 2014.



As per the procedures for the appointment of members of the higher judiciary, ―the appointment to the office of
the Chief Justice of India should be of the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to hold the
office‖.



As head of the Supreme Court, the chief justice is responsible for the allocation of cases and appointment of
constitutional benches which deal with important matters of law. In accordance with Article 145 of
the Constitution of India and the Supreme Court Rules of Procedure of 1966, the chief justice allocates all
work to the other judges who are bound to refer the matter back to him or her (for re-allocation) in any case
where they require it to be looked into by a larger bench of more judges.



On the administrative side, the chief justice carries out the following functions: maintenance of the roster;
appointment of court officials and general and miscellaneous matters relating to the supervision and
functioning of the Supreme Court.



However this convention has been broken twice. In 1973, Justice A. N. Ray was appointed superseding 3
senior judges. Also, in 1977 Justice Mirza Hameedullah Beg was appointed as the chief justice superseding
Justice Hans Raj Khanna.

The Supreme Court of India came into being on 28 January 1950. It replaced both the Federal Court of India
and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council which were then at the apex of the Indian court system. The first
Chief Justice of India was Sir H J Kania. Originally, the Constitution of India envisaged a supreme court with a
chief justice and seven judges; leaving it to parliament to increase this number. At present, SC is consisting of
the Chief Justice of India and 33 sanctioned other judges. The motto of the Supreme Court is ‗Yato
Dharmastato Jayaḥ‘, means ―whence law (dharma), thence victory‖. It is also referred to – as the wheel of
righteousness, encompassing truth, goodness and equity. As per the Article 142 of the Constitution, it is the duty
of the President of India to enforce the decrees of the Supreme Court and the court is conferred with the inherent
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jurisdiction to pass any order deemed necessary in the interest of justice. The Supreme Court has replaced
the British Privy Council as the highest court of appeal.

MoS for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9
countries


Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended a consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9
countries. The meeting was held on the theme, ‗E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate progress
towards Sustainable Development Goal 4‘.



The consultation is the first of a three-phased process to co-create an initiative on digital learning and skills,
targeting marginalised children and youth, especially girls. The initiative aims to accelerate recovery and
advance the Sustainable Development Goal 4 agenda by driving rapid change in education systems in three of
the 2020 Global Education Meeting priorities, support to teachers, investment in skills and narrowing of the
digital divide.

The E9 is a forum of nine countries, which was formed to achieve the goals of UNESCO‘s Education For All
(EFA) initiative. The ―E‖ stands for education and the ―9‖ represents the following nine countries: Bangladesh,
Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria and Pakistan representing over half of the world‘s
population and 70% of the world‘s illiterate adults. E-9 Initiative was launched in 1993 at the EFA Summit in
New Delhi, India. E-9 Initiative has become a forum for the countries to discuss their experiences related to education,
exchange best practices, and monitor EFA-related progress.

Cabinet approves PLI scheme - National Programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules


The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme on
High Efficiency Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of Rs
4,500 crore.



The National Programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules will reduce import dependence in a strategic
sector like electricity and will also support the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. Solar capacity addition presently
depends largely upon imported solar PV cells and modules as the domestic manufacturing industry has limited
operational capacities of solar PV cells and modules.



Solar PV manufacturers will be selected through a transparent competitive bidding process and PLI will be
disbursed for 5 years post commissioning of solar PV manufacturing plants, on sales of high efficiency solar
PV modules. Manufacturers will be rewarded for higher efficiencies of solar PV modules and also for sourcing their
material from the domestic market. Thus, the PLI amount will increase with increased module efficiency and
increased local value addition.

Production Linked Incentive or PLI scheme is a scheme that aims to give companies incentives on incremental
sales from products manufactured in domestic units. The scheme invites foreign companies to set up units in
India, however, it also aims to encourage local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units and
also to generate more employment and cut down the country‘s reliance on imports from other countries. It was
launched in April 2020, for the Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing sector, but later towards the end of 2020
was introduced for 10 other sectors. This scheme was introduced in line with India‘s Atmanirbhar
Bharat campaign.

Ramesh Pokhriyal launches NanoSniffer, a microsensor based explosive trace detector


Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched NanoSniffer, the world‘s first
Microsensor-based Explosive Trace Detector (ETD).



The Nanosniffer has been developed by NanoSniff Technologies which is an IIT Bombay incubated startup. It
is being marketed by Vehant Technologies, a spin-off from a former IIT Delhi incubated startup Kritikal
Solutions.
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NanoSniffer is a step towards Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of a self-reliant India. NanoSniffer is a
100 per cent Made in India product in terms of research, development & manufacturing. The core technology of
NanoSniffer is protected by patents in the U.S. & Europe.

The Ministry of Education (MoE), previously the Ministry of Human Resource Development (1985-2020), is
responsible for the implementation and formulation of the National Policy on Education approved by Union
cabinet of India and to ensure that it is implemented in letter and spirit. The Ministry is held currently by Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank. He represents the Haridwar Parliamentary constituency of Uttarakhand in the 17th Lok
Sabha. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is the First Minister of Education in the Indian. He is commonly remembered
as Maulana Azad; the word Maulana is an honorific meaning ‗Our Master‘ and he had adopted Azad (Free) as his
pen name.

India hosts First Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors


India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually. The Finance
Minister talked about thematic priorities for New Development Bank for discussion during 2021 and the issues
of membership expansion.



Smt. Sitharaman also called for greater coordination among BRICS member countries on the issues of 16th general
review of Quotas of IMF. The meeting was jointly Chaired by Union Minister for Finance & Corporate
Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Shri. Shaktikanta Das. Participants
included Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of the BRICS countries.

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia. The term
―BRIC‖ is believed to be coined in 2001 by then-chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset Management, Jim O‘Neill,
in his publication Building Better Global Economic BRICs. But, it was actually coined by Roopa Purushothaman
who was a Research Assistant in the original report.

Kutch pitched as India‘s first geopark


As many as 75 sites that could potentially be designated as a geopark - nationally protected areas housing
heritage sites of geological importance - have been identified in the 200-million-year Kutch rift basin (KRB).



The details of these geosites, discovered by the geologists of Kutch University over the 20 years, have been
recently published in the reputed journal of ‗The European Association for Conservation of Geological
Heritage.‘



The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has started recognizing
geoparks across the world under its UNESCO Global Geopark programme with an objective of giving due
recognition to these sites which can be an important source of study and research as well as preservation.



The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has identified 26 geosites across the country to be developed as geoparks
not a single from Kutch figures in the list.

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) is a scientific agency of India. It was founded in 1851, is a Government of
India Ministry of Mines organisation, one of the oldest of such organisations in the world and the second oldest
survey in India after Survey of India (founded in 1767), for conducting geological surveys and studies of India,
and also as the prime provider of basic earth science information to government, industry and general public, as
well as the official participant in steel, coal, metals, cement, power industries and international geoscientific forums.

J&K LG, Manoj Sinha launches JK Public Works- Online Management, Monitoring and
Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS)


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public
Works- Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps‗Hamari Sadak‘ & ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘ of J&K Public Works (R&B) department.
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The online initiatives have been developed through the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (CDAC) and J&K e-Governance agency.



Now, people can register and track their grievances regarding PW (R&B) department through ‗Hamari
Sadak‘ app, while ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘ app will ensure effective project supervision by dynamic updation of
project status by the field staff.

Jammu and Kashmir is a region administered by India as a union territory and consists of the southern portion of
the larger Kashmir region, which has been the subject of a dispute between India and Pakistan since 1947 and
between India and China since 1962. The region of Jammu and Kashmir is separated by the Line of Control
from the Pakistani-administered territories of Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan in the west and north,
respectively. Provisions for the formation of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir were contained within the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which was passed by both houses of the Parliament of India in
August 2019. The act re-constituted the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories, ‗Jammu
and Kashmir‘ and ‗Ladakh‘, with effect from 31 October 2019. Manoj Sinha is the current Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir. Girish Chandra Murmu was the first Lieutenant Governor of the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir till August 2020.

IISc tops ARWU ranking 2020, Calcutta University best Indian varsity


The Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore) has secured the top position among the best higher education
institutes in India, while Calcutta University became the best varsity in the country, as per the recently
published Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU 2020).



As per the recently published Shanghai Ranking, the other top higher educational institutions in the country
are- Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Madras) (rank 2-4), University of Delhi (rank 2-4), Indian Institute
of Technology (IIT-Delhi) (rank 5-7), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Kharagpur) (rank 5-7), Jawaharlal
Nehru University (rank 5-7), Aligarh Muslim University (rank 8-9), Vellore Institute of Technology (rank 8-9), All
India Institute of Medical Sciences (rank 10-15), Anna University (rank 10-15), Bharathiar University (rank 10-15),
Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (rank 10-15), Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee (rank 10-15), Indian
Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs) (rank 10- 15).



Meanwhile worldwide, the Indian institutes are not even in the top 100 list, the best higher education
institute, (IISc Bangalore) is in the category of 501- 600.



West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee congratulated Calcutta University for securing the top position. Pleased
to share that Calcutta University (CU) has been adjudged 1st among all Indian universities for merit &
performance, as per the renowned Shanghai Ranking or Academic Ranking of World Universities 2020. CU has
also ranked 3rd among all higher education institutes in India.

Kiphire aspirational district ranked first in India‘s health and nutrition sector


Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the
basic infrastructure among the aspirational districts in the country in 2021.



NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said this at a meeting in Kiphire deputy commissioner‘s office. Amitabh Kant
added that the health and nutrition sector and action plan for skill development of youth must be improved for the
district to prosper. Kant assured of the central government‘s support for developmental activities in the district.

Aspirational Districts Programme was launched in January 2018, as the ‗Transformation of Aspirational
Districts‘ programme aims to quickly and effectively transform some of the most underdeveloped districts of
the country. The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), Collaboration (of
Central, State level ‗Prabhari‘ Officers & District Collectors), and Competition among districts driven by a Mass
Movement or a Jan Andolan.
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Delhi-Meerut RRTS: Eco-friendly features of India‘s first Regional Rapid Transit System


The Delhi-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System is set to become the nation‘s first RRTS corridor. The
RRTS is a rail-based high-speed regional commuter transit system, which runs on high frequency, connecting
big and metropolitan cities, towns as well as urban nodes across the National Capital Region (NCR).



This transit system aims to empower the public through access, address issues of economic as well as social
exclusion. It also aims for balanced and sustainable economic development of the region. Besides, the RRTS
will help in minimizing issues of energy consumption, severe congestion, and hazardous pollution.

Chandigarh Model Jail India‘s first ‗Eat Right Campus‘


The Model Jail, Chandigarh, has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖. The Food Safety
and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has initiated the ―Eat Right Campus‖ to promote safe, healthy and
sustainable food in campuses such as universities, colleges, hospitals, jail premises, etc, across the country.



The objective is to improve health of people and promote social and economic development of the country.



―Eat Right India‖ aims at transforming India‘s food safety and nutritious environment through a judicious mix of
regulatory, capacity building, collaborative and enforcement approaches, thereby protecting and advancing public
health and improving the quality of life across all walks of life.



As part of ―Eat Right India‖, the ―Eat Right Campus‖ initiative has been launched for institutions, hospitals,
jails, etc, to support them to ensure safe, healthy and sustainable food for people who spent a majority of their time
in these campuses.



The FSSAI has created a benchmark on four different parameters on which the campuses are evaluated and
certified as ―Eat Right Campuses‖. These parameters include food safety measures, steps to ensure provision of
healthy and environmentally sustainable food and building awareness among individuals on the campus to make the
right food choices.

Education Minister Ramesh
implementation of NEP

Pokhriyal

Nishank

launches

SARTHAQ

initiative

for



Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched ‗Students‘ and Teachers‘ Holistic
Advancement through Quality Education (SARTHAQ), the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
implementation plan for school education. Mr Pokhriyal chaired a high-level meeting for implementation of
NEP, in presence of higher education secretary Amit Khare, School Education secretary Anita Karwal and senior
officials of the ministry. SARTHAQ initiative will help in the implementation of National Education Policy in
the country.



This implementation plan was released as a part of the celebrations leading to the Amrit Mahotsav on 75
years of Indian independence, an official statement said. SARTHAQ keeps in mind the concurrent nature of
education and adheres to the spirit of federalism, the ministry said.

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), which was approved by the Union Cabinet of India on 29 July
2020, outlines the vision of India‘s new education system. The new policy replaces the previous National Policy on
Education, 1986. The policy is a comprehensive framework for elementary education to higher education as well as
vocational training in both rural and urban India. The policy aims to transform India‘s education system by 2021.

Adults free to choose their faith, says Supreme Court


Maintaining that an adult is free to choose a religion of his or her choice, the Supreme Court refused to
entertain a BJP leader‘s PIL seeking directions to ban black magic, superstition and fraudulent religious
conversions.



―We don‘t see a reason why a person above 18 years can‘t choose his or her religion,‖ a Bench, headed by
Justice RF Nariman, said, terming Delhi BJP leader Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay‘s PIL a ―publicity interest
litigation‖.
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The top court said there was a reason why the word ―propagate‖ figured in Article 25 of the Constitution which
guaranteed right to religion. After the top court‘s refusal to entertain his PIL, Upadhyay chose to withdraw it. Later,
the BJP leader said he would approach the Ministry of Law and Justice and the Law Commission.



Justice Nariman also said that, personally, he disagreed with the Supreme Court‘s judgment in the Rev
Stainislaus case in 1977 whereby it was held that the right to propagate did not include the right to convert
someone to one‘s own religion.



This judgment, therefore, upheld the constitutional validity of the laws enacted by the Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha legislatures prohibiting conversion by force, fraud or allurement. At this point, the counsel sought to
withdraw this petition with the liberty to file a representation before the law commission of India.

India, Netherlands announce launch of strategic partnership in water sector


India and the Netherlands have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further
intensify ongoing cooperation and better coherence in the area.



India welcomed the Netherlands‘ guidelines on the Indo-Pacific which recognises the importance of the region
for global peace, security and prosperity and identifies India as a key partner to engage with. Both leaders
emphasised the close convergence between each other‘s vision for a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

The Netherlands (informally Holland) is a country primarily located in Western Europe and partly in the
Caribbean. It is the largest of four constituent countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Amsterdam is the
capital and most populous city of the Netherlands. Amsterdam is colloquially referred to as the ―Venice of the
North‖, attributed by the large number of canals which form a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Netherlands, like
19 other countries in the 27-member European Union, uses the euro as its official currency since 2002. Mark
Rutte has been serving as the Prime Minister of the Netherlands since 2010.

Jallianwala Bagh massacre completed 102 years on 13 April 2021


The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed on this day in 1919 as a result
of indiscriminate firing by the colonial forces, completed 102 years on 13 April 2021. The Britishers had
banned gatherings at the time and to punish civilians for their ‗disobedience‘, Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer
ordered the army to fire into a crowd of thousands of unarmed Indians who had come together to celebrate
the festival of Baisakhi, unaware of the order.



The massacre of April 1919 wasn‘t an isolated incident, rather an incident that happened with a multitude of
factors working in the background. To understand what transpired on April 13, 1919, one must look at the
events preceding it. The Indian National Congress had assumed self-governance would be granted once WWI
ended but the Imperial bureaucracy had other plans.



The Rowlatt Act (Black Act) was passed on March 10, 1919, authorizing the government to imprison or
confine, without a trial, any person associated with seditious activities. This led to nationwide unrest.



Gandhi initiated Satyagraha to protest against the Rowlatt Act. On April 7, 1919, Gandhi published an article
called Satyagrahi, describing ways to oppose the Rowlatt Act.



The British authorities discussed amongst themselves the actions to be taken against Gandhi and any other
leaders who were participating in the Satyagraha. Orders were issued to prohibit Gandhi from entering
Punjab and to arrest him if he disobeyed the orders.



Sir Michael O‘ Dwyer, the Lieutenant Governor of Punjab (1912-1919), suggested that Gandhi be deported
to Burma but this was opposed by his fellow officials as they felt it might instigate the public.



Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr Satyapal, the two prominent leaders who were a symbol of Hindu-Muslim
unity, organised a peaceful protest against the Rowlatt Act in Amritsar. On April 9, 1919, Ram Naumi was
being celebrated when O‘ Dwyer issued orders to the Deputy Commissioner, Mr Irving to arrest Dr Satyapal
and Dr Kitchlew. On April 10, 1919, the infuriated protestors marched to the Deputy Commissioner‘s
residence to demand the release of their two leaders. Here they were fired upon without any provocation. Many
people were wounded and killed.
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On April 13, 1919, the public had gathered to celebrate Baisakhi. However, the British point of view, as seen
from the documents present in the National Archives of India, indicates that it was a political gathering.



Inspite of General Dyer‘s orders prohibiting unlawful assembly, people gathered at Jallianwala Bagh, where
two resolutions were to be discussed, one condemning the firing on April 10 and the other requesting the
authorities to release their leaders.



When the news reached him Brigadier-General Dyer, headed to the Bagh with his troops.
He entered the Bagh, deployed his troops and ordered them to open fire without giving any warning. People
rushed to the exits but Dyer directed his soldiers to fire at the exit.



The firing continued for 10-15 minutes. 1650 rounds were fired. The firing ceased only after the ammunition had
ran out. The total estimated figure of the dead as given by General Dyer and Mr Irving was 291. However,
other reports including that of a committee headed by Madan Mohan Malviya put the figure of dead at over
500.

The state capital of Punjab is Chandigarh, a Union Territory and also the capital of the neighboring state of
Haryana. The five rivers from which the region took its name were Sutlej, Ravi, Beas, Chenab and Jhelum;
Sutlej, Ravi and Beas are part of the Indian Punjab. Captain Amarinder Singh is currently the 26th Chief Minister
of Punjab and Vijayendrapal Singh Badnore is the current Governor of Punjab.

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated prestigious Raisina Dialogue


Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. President of Rwanda Paul
Kagame and Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen also joined the inaugural session as Chief
Guests.



Prime Minister of Australia Scott Morrison also participated in the conference, in one of the subsequent
sessions. The 4 day Dialogue was held virtually. It is India‘s flagship conference on geopolitics and
geoeconomics, held annually since 2016. It is jointly organised by the Ministry of External Affairs and the
Observer Research Foundation.



The theme for the 2021 Edition is ―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖.

The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference held annually in New Delhi, India. Since its inception in 2016,
the conference has emerged as India‘s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-economics. The conference is
hosted by the Observer Research Foundation, an independent think tank, in collaboration with the Ministry of
External Affairs of India. It is designed on the lines of Singapore‘s Shangri-La Dialogue. The name ―Raisina
Dialogue‖ comes from Raisina Hill, an elevation in New Delhi, seat of the Government of India, as well as the
Presidential Palace of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Shri Piyush Goyal inaugurates e-SANTA


Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic
marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers. It will enable the farmers to get a
better price and the exporters to directly purchase quality products from the farmers enhancing traceability, a key
factor in international trade.



The term e-SANTA was coined for the web portal, meaning Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA
farmers‘ Trade in Aquaculture. National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture (NaCSA) is an extension arm of
Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Govt. of India, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.



Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that e-SANTA will RAISE the lives & income of farmers by:
Reducing Risk, Awareness of Products & Markets, Increase in Income, Shielding Against Wrong Practice
and Ease of Processes.

Piyush Vedprakash Goyal is currently serving as the Minister of Railways, Minister of Commerce and
Industry and Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. He was elevated to the Cabinet
Minister position on 3 September 2017. He is currently a Member of Parliament for Rajya Sabha from the state
of Maharashtra, and the Deputy Leader of Rajya Sabha.
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Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog sign agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation


Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation to jointly
work towards providing a digitally rich ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across the
country. The Atal Tinkering Labs has played a pivotal role in fostering creativity and imagination amongst
school children.



Dassault Systemes Fondation is dedicated to transform the future of education and research in India with 3D
technologies. The fondation will contribute to the Atal Tinkering Labs program in three broad areas - project based,
self-paced learning content, hackathons and challenges and inter-country academia collaborations.



Under this agreement, Dassault Systemes Fondation will design and organise innovative challenges,
hackathons for Atal Tinkering Labs, promoting problem solving skills and innovation culture amongst
students and teachers.

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) was set up by NITI Aayog with an objective to create and encourage an
environment of innovation and entrepreneurship across schools, educational organisations, research institutes
and industries including MSMEs. With a vision to ‗Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric
Innovators‘, Atal Innovation Mission is establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across
India. ATLs are created as learning spaces for students between Class 6 to 12 for them to develop skills and
become adept at new technologies such as artificial design (AI), design and computational thinking, adaptive
learning, etc. The labs provide education way beyond existing educational pedagogy. In late-February 2020, ATL
announced a collaboration with NITI Aayog and the National Association of Software and Services Companies
(NASSCOM) to launch an introductory course module on AI.

Housing & Urban Affairs Minister launches EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All
Challenge


Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and
Transport 4 All Challenge through video conferencing. EatSmart Cities Challenge is an opportunity for India
to play a pioneering role in developing the concept of integrating food systems into city planning and
development. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Puri said, this movement will nudge the urban populace to make the
right food choices and help build a healthier and happier nation.



The EatSmart Cities Challenge is envisioned as a competition among cities to recognize their efforts in
adopting and scaling up various initiatives under Eat Right India. The challenge is open to all Smart Cities,
capital cities of States and Union Territories, and cities with a population of more than five lakh.



The Transport 4 All Challenge aims to bring together cities, citizen groups, and start-ups to develop solutions
that improve public transport to better serve the needs of all citizens. Mr Puri said, that COVID-19 has brought
the entire world to a halt with transport being one of the worst-hit sectors. He added that the Transport4All Digital
Innovation Challenge will support cities to recover from this mobility crisis.

Hardeep Singh Puri is the current Civil Aviation Minister of India and Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
in India. He is a 1974 batch Indian Foreign Service officer who served as the Permanent Representative of India
to the United Nations from 2009 to 2013. He formerly served as President of the United Nations Security
Council and he represents Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh.

Poshan Gyan: NITI Aayog launches a digital repository on nutrition information


NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation on April 13, 2021, launched Poshan Gyan. It is a national digital repository on
health and nutrition.



The event was addressed by the Vice Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar and CEO Amitabh Kant of NITI Aayog,
Secretary of WCD, Ram Mohan Mishra, and Additional Secretary Rakesh Aggarwal.
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As per the official statement, the Poshan Gyan repository was conceptualized as a source. It enables the search of
communication materials on 14 thematic areas of health and nutrition across diverse media types, languages,
target audiences, and sources.



The Vice-Chairman of Niti Aayog, Dr. Rajiv Kumar while addressing the launch event informed that Poshan
Gyan is an extremely significant initiative. It will help to make nutrition a ‗Jan Andolan‘, as envisioned by PM
Modi.

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the
Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a topdown model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman
is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.

Government decides to simplify process for re-issue of OCI cards


Union Home Ministry has clarified that the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) will not be required to register for
a fresh OCI card every time a new passport is issued in their name.



At present, the OCI card is required to be reissued each time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age
and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological changes in the face of the applicant‖.



A person who has got registration as OCI cardholder prior to attaining the age of 20 years will have to get
the OCI card reissued only once when a new passport is issued after his/her completing 20 years of age, so as
to capture his/her facial features on attaining adulthood.



If a person has obtained registration as OCI cardholder after attaining the age of 20 years, there will be no
requirement of reissue of the OCI card. Government of India launched the ‗Overseas Citizenship of India
(OCI) Scheme‘ by making amendments to Citizenship Act, 1955 in 2005. On 09 January 2015, the
Government of India discontinued the PIO card and merged it with OCI card.

Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) is a form of permanent residency available to people of Indian origin and
their spouses which allows them to live and work in India indefinitely. Despite the name, OCI status is not
citizenship and does not grant the right to vote in Indian elections or hold public office. The Indian government
can revoke OCI status in a wide variety of circumstances. As of 2020, there are 6 million holders of OCI cards
among the Indian Overseas diaspora. OCI status is not available to anyone who has ever been a Pakistani or
Bangladeshi citizen, or who is a child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of such a person.

NGT directs setting up national task force for air pollution monitoring in 124 cities


The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to
oversee air quality monitoring of 124 non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country.



Headed by the environment secretary, the task force will have members from ministries of housing and urban
development, road transport, petroleum, power, agriculture, health, and chairman of the Central Pollution Control
Board.



The task force will monitor remedial steps to improve air qualities in the NACs — places where air quality has
generally remained poor and breached pollution parameters for five years — consistent with action plans already
prepared, and also oversee compliance of noise control norms.

National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for
effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and
other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief and
compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. It draws
inspiration from India's constitutional provision of (Constitution of India/Part III) Article 21 Protection of life
and personal liberty, which assures the citizens of India the right to a healthy environment. Justice Lokeshwar
Singh Panta is the first Chairman of NGT. Adarsh Kumar Goel is the current Chairperson of National Green
Tribunal. He is former Judge of Supreme Court of India.
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State obliged to facilitate access to education: Supreme Court


Access to professional education is not government largesse, the Supreme Court said in a judgment. A Bench
of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and M.R. Shah pronounced the verdict in favour of two students from Ladakh,
who were nominated by the Union Territory administration for MBBS studies.



They were allocated seats in the prestigious Lady Hardinge and Maulana Azad medical colleges. However,
they were not admitted. The students moved the top court for justice, saying their fundamental right to
education was at the whims and fancies of the government authorities.



The court referred to the vision envisaged by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. ―As an
empowerment right, education is the primary vehicle by which economically and socially marginalised adults
and children can lift themselves out of poverty and obtain the means to participate fully in their
communities,‖ the court said, referring to one of the Committee‘s clauses. The court noted that India was a
signatory to the United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education Act (RTE), is an Act of the
Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes the modalities of the importance of free and
compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India under Article 21a of the Indian Constitution. India
became one of 135 countries to make education a fundamental right of every child when the Act came into force
on 1 April 2010.

NIA conducted first BRICS webinar on misuse of Internet by terrorists


On April 13-14, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa) webinar for the first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists.



The seminar titled ‗Misuse of the Internet for terrorist purposes and role of digital forensic in terrorist
investigations‘ was held at the Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in the BRICS Secretariat.



BRICS member states in the 3 rd Counter-Terrorism Working Group(CTWG) at White River, South Africa
had agreed to establish five sub-working groups dedicated to enhance debates over specific challenges on the
counter-terrorism front. Thereafter, in the 4th CTWG meeting at Brasilia, India was given the Presidency of
the sub-working group on ―Misuse of Internet for Terrorist Purposes‖ for one year. NIA organised this twoday seminar while India is holding the Chairship of the BRICS for the year 2021.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is India‘s counter-terrorist task force. The agency is empowered to
deal with terror related crimes across states without special permission from the states. The Agency came into
existence with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency Act 2008 by the Parliament of India on 31
December 2008, which was passed after the deadly 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai. The NIA is headquartered in
New Delhi. The founding Director-General of NIA was Radha Vinod Raju. In 2017, Y. C. Modi was named as
Chief of NIA.

Maharashtra gets India‘s first floating LNG storage and regasification unit


India‘s first Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal in
Maharashtra. The FSRU Hoegh Giant, which sailed from Keppel Shipyard, Singapore, was berthed at Jaigarh
terminal in Maharashtra.



This was also the first year-round Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal in Maharashtra. The LNG terminal
is located at JSW Jaigarh Port in the Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra, on the west coast of India. The port is
the first deep water, 24x7 operational private port in Maharashtra.

Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020)


Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to Manas
National Park, under the aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020). With this last leg of wild-to-wild
translocation under IRV2020, a total of 22 rhinos have been translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary (12)
and Kaziranga National Park (10) to Manas National Park.
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IRV 2020 is an initiative led by the Forest Department, Government of Assam, in partnership with WWF
India, International Rhino Foundation, and several other organizations. The goal of IRV2020 was to increase
the rhino population in Assam to 3,000 by establishing populations in new areas.



World Rhino Day is observed on September 22 every year to raise awareness and build a safe natural habitat for
this incredible species.

India restores e-visa for 156 countries


The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries
who intend to visit India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants.



It was available to people of 171 countries before restrictions were announced in 2020. An e-visa is provided
in five categories — tourist, business, conference, medical, and medical attendant. Under the arrangement, a
foreigner can apply online four days prior to travel. Entry through e-visas is allowed only at 28 designated
international airports and five major seaports in India.

Amit Anilchandra Shah is currently serving as the Minister of Home Affairs. He served as the President of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from 2014 to 2020. He was elected to the lower house of Parliament, Lok Sabha, in
the 2019 Indian general elections from Gandhinagar. Earlier, he had been elected as a member of the upper
house of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, from Gujarat in 2017. Sworn in at the age of 54, he is the youngest serving
full-time Home Minister.

India sign MoU with France for cooperation on Gaganyaan Mission


The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of France CNES for
cooperation in its first human space mission, Gaganyaan. CNES will train Indian flight physicians and
CAPCOM mission control teams at French facilities.



The Gaganyaan orbital spacecraft project was kicked off in August 2018. It originally intended to send
astronauts from Indian soil to mark the 75th anniversary of India‘s independence in 2022.



CNES will provide equipment developed by it, tested and still operating aboard the International Space Station
(ISS) to Indian crews. It will also supply fireproof carry bags made in France to shield equipment from shocks and
radiation.



The agreement provides for the CNES to support the implementation of a scientific experiment plan on
validation missions, exchange information on food packaging and the nutrition programme, and above all the use
by Indian astronauts of French equipment, consumables and medical instruments.



The Gaganyaan system module, called the Orbital Module will have three Indian astronauts, including a
woman. It will circle Earth at a low-earth-orbit at an altitude of 300-400 km from earth for 5-7 days.



In June 2019, the Human Space Flight Centre of the ISRO and the Russian government-owned Glavkosmos
signed a contract for the training, which includes Russian support in the selection of candidates, their medical
examination, and space training.



The candidates will study in detail the systems of the Soyuz manned spaceship, as well as be trained in shortterm weightlessness mode aboard the Il-76MDK aircraft.



The Soyuz is a Russian spacecraft. The Soyuz carries people and supplies to and from the space station. The Il76MDK is a military transport plane specially designed for parabolic flights of trainee astronauts and space
tourists.



The payload will consist of: Crew module - spacecraft carrying human beings. Service module - powered by
two liquid propellant engines.



Gaganyaan will help in enhancement of science and technology levels in the country and help inspire youth.
Gaganyaan will involve numerous agencies, laboratories, disciplines, industries and departments. It will help
in improvement of industrial growth. One International Space Station (ISS) put up by multiple countries may
not be enough. Regional ecosystems will be needed and Gaganyaan will focus on regional needs: food, water and
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energy security. The first unmanned mission is planned in December 2021. It has been delayed due to the Covid19 induced lockdown.
Gaganyaan (―Sky Craft‖) is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended to be the formative spacecraft of the
Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. The spacecraft is being designed to carry three people, and a planned
upgraded version will be equipped with rendezvous and docking capability. There will be two unmanned flights
and one human spaceflight. GSLV Mk III, also called the LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3,) the three-stage
heavy lift launch vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it has the necessary payload capability. This
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) manufactured crew module had its first un-crewed experimental flight
on 18 December 2014. As of May 2019, design of the crew module has been completed. Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) will provide support for critical human-centric systems and technologies
like space grade food, crew healthcare, radiation measurement and protection, parachutes for the safe recovery
of the crew module and fire suppression system

Uttarakhand Glacier Burst


A glacier burst in Sumna in Niti Valley near Uttarkhand‘s Joshimath on 23 April 2021 near the India-China
border has put the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) on alert. Uttarakhand earlier in February witnessed loss
of lives and devastation due to a glacier burst in the same region which led to floods in Chamoli.



A glacier burst in Uttarakhand‘s Joshimath near the India-China border,‖ Colonel Manish Kapil, a commander of
the Border Road Task Force said. Uttarakhand Chief Minister Tirath Singh Rawat said that Union Home
Minister Amit Shah has taken note of the incident and assured his support to the Uttarakhand government and
advised the ITBP to remain alert.



Uttarakhand on February 7, 2021 witnessed loss of lives, disappearances and devastation of property due to
a glacial burst at Joshimath in Uttarakhand‘s Chamoli district which triggered floods that destroyed two
hydropower projects near the Naina Devi National Park. The incident claimed 74 lives and more than 100 people
have disappeared. Several workers who were trapped in a tunnel near the Tapovan Vishnugad Hydropower
Project were rescued but many workers died whose bodies were found days later.

Uttarakhand is often referred to as the Devbhumi, due to many Hindu temples and pilgrimage centres found
throughout the state. On 9 November 2000, Uttarakhand became the 27th state of the Republic of India, being
created from the Himalayan and adjoining northwestern districts of Uttar Pradesh. Trivendra Singh Rawat
served as the Chief Minister of Uttarakhand till March 10, 2021. Tirath Singh Rawat is serving as the
current Chief Minister of Uttarakhand since March 10, 2021. Baby Rani Maurya is serving as the current
governor of Uttarakhand since 26 August 2018. The winter capital of Uttarakhand is Dehradun, the largest city
of the state, which is a rail head. Gairsain, a town in Chamoli district is the summer capital of
Uttarakhand. The High Court of the state is located in Nainital.

JMM first party to declare name of electoral bonds donor


The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party that has declared the name of the entity which made
donations to it through electoral bonds, the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), a poll rights group, said.
A declaration of a Rs.1 crore donation was made in the party‘s 2019-20 contribution report, it added.



According to the contribution report of the ruling party in Jharkhand, the donation was made by aluminium and
copper manufacturing company Hindalco.



In a new report, the association said the most common and popular source of income for national and regional
political parties in 2019-20 were donations through electoral bonds.



This raises the question as to whether political parties are aware of the identity of the donors who have contributions
through electoral bonds, as can be seen in this case, the report added. Electoral bonds have been pitched as an
alternative to cash donations made to political parties as part of efforts to bring transparency in political
funding.
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Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making donations to political parties. The bonds are issued in
multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any maximum limit. State
Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen days from the date of
issuance. These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a registered political party. The bonds are
available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India) for a
period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October as may be specified by the Central
Government. A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals. Donor‘s
name is not mentioned on the bond.

Vande Bharat becomes one of top civilian evacuations


The Vande Bharat Mission (VBM), which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19
and the resultant lockdowns since May 7 last, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by
a country.



Into the middle of Phase 10, the VBM has surpassed the large-scale airlift of 1,10,000 people in 1990 at the
onset of the Gulf War. Till now, the Air India (AI) Group has operated 11,523 inbound flights to carry 18,19,734
passengers and 11,528 outbound flights and 13,68, 457 passengers. National carrier Air India, which carried out
the bulk of air transfers under the mission, was supported by its budget carrier Air India Express.



The first phase of the VBM, which lasted 11 days from May 7 to 17, was aimed at destinations with high
concentration of Indians. As many as 64 inbound and outbound flights each were operated by the AI group to
carry 12,708 and 3,562 passengers respectively. The lengthiest was VBM VI and VII lasting 61 days each.

Vande Bharat Mission is the biggest evacuation exercise to bring back Indian citizens stranded abroad amidst
the coronavirus-induced travel restrictions. It is also considered as the largest exercise to bring back Indian
citizens since the evacuation of 177,000 from the Gulf region in the early 1990s at the start of hostilities between
Iraq and Kuwait during the first Gulf War. The mission has given priority to Indian citizens with ―compelling
reasons to return‖ – like those whose employment have been terminated, those whose visas have expired and not
expected to be renewed under the present circumstances and those who have lost family members in recent times.

IAF Chief flagged off six Rafale jets from France


Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria flagged off six Rafale fighter jets from
Merignac-Bordeaux airbase in France on April 21, setting the stage for activating the second Rafale squadron
at Hasimara in West Bengal, people familiar with the matter said.



The IAF chief visited France from April 20 and was in the country till April 23. It is understood that during his
France visit, Air Chief Bhadauria visited a French Rafale squadron, met his counterpart Philippe Lavigne
and visit the newly established Space Command in Paris.



The arrival of the six Rafale jets, flagged by IAF chief Rakesh Bhadauria, will raise the number of the Omnirole fighters with the IAF to 20 of the 36 contracted Rafale jets to India. ―The six fighters will fly to Ambala
airbase, from where the fighters will be repurposed for the formation of a second squadron at Hasimara,‖ said
a senior air force officer.



The formation of a second Rafale squadron at Hasimara will add teeth to India‘s aerial capability with
Hercules C-130 J airlift squadron based in Panagarh in the northern part of West Bengal. Given the location
of both the squadrons on the gates of Siliguri corridor, the IAF will have the power to counter any offensive from
the north in the eastern sector, particularly in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh.

The Dassault Rafale literally meaning ―gust of wind‖, and ―burst of fire‖ in a more military sense is a French
twin-engine, canard delta wing, multirole fighter aircraft designed and built by Dassault Aviation. Equipped
with a wide range of weapons, the Rafale is intended to perform air supremacy, interdiction, aerial reconnaissance,
ground support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike and nuclear deterrence missions. The Rafale is referred to as an
―omnirole‖ aircraft by Dassault. India has inked a Rs 59,000-crore deal in 2016 to procure 36 Rafale jets from
French aerospace major Dassault Aviation after a nearly seven-year exercise to procure 126 Medium MultiRole Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) for the Indian Air Force did not fructify.
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Indian expedition to Antarctica returns to Cape Town


The 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences successfully
returned to Cape Town after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, including
stopovers.



This achievement concludes four successful decades of India‘s scientific endeavour in the continent of peace and
cooperation. The team reached its destination Bharati station on February 27 and Maitri station on March 8 in
Antarctica. Bharati and Maitri are India‘s permanent research base stations in Antarctica.



On its way to Antarctica, the voyage team deployed four autonomous Ocean Observing DWS (Directional
Wave Spectra) wave drifters between 35-degree and 50-degree south latitudes in collaboration with Indian
National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) Hyderabad, the statement said.



The drifters would transmit real-time data of spectral characteristics of waves, sea surface temperatures, and
sea-level atmospheric pressure to INCOIS, which will help validate weather predictions in a big way.

Antarctica is Earth‘s southernmost continent. It contains the geographic South Pole and is situated in the
Antarctic region of the Southern Hemisphere, almost entirely south of the Antarctic Circle, and is surrounded
by the Southern Ocean. At 14,200,000 square kilometres (5,500,000 square miles), it is the fifth-largest continent
and nearly twice the size of Australia. It is by far the least populated continent, with around 5,000 people in the
summer and around 1,000 in the winter. About 98% of Antarctica is covered by ice that averages 1.9 km (1.2 mi;
6,200 ft) in thickness, which extends to all but the McMurdo Dry Valleys and the northernmost reaches of the
Antarctic Peninsula.

Gender Samvaad event launched by Ministry of Rural Development


The Ministry of Rural Development launched the Gender Samvaad Event. It is a joint initiative between
DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE. The main objective of the Gender Samvaad event was to create awareness of
gender-related interventions under the DAY-NRLM. DAY-NRLM is Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National
Rural Livelihood Mission.



IWWAGE is Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy. It provides opportunities
to understand the best practices of other states to improve women agencies.

The Ministry of Rural Development is entrusted with the task of accelerating the socio-economic development
of rural India. Its focus is on health, education, drinking water, housing and roads. Narendra Singh Tomar is the
Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Minister of Rural Development and Minister of Food Processing
Industries in the Second Modi ministry. In 2019, he was re-elected to the Lok Sabha from Morena.

World Press Freedom index: India retains 142 of 180 spot


India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international
journalism not-for profit body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), however, it continues to be counted among
the countries classified ―bad‖ for journalism and is termed as one of the most dangerous countries for
journalists trying to do their jobs properly.



The latest index released ranks 180 countries, topped, yet again, by Norway followed by Finland and
Denmark, while Eritrea is at the bottom. China is ranked 177, and is only above North Korea at 179 and
Turkmenistan at 178. India is ranked 142, same as last year, after it had consistently slid down from 133 in
2016. In the South Asian neighbourhood, Nepal is at 106, Sri Lanka at 127, Myanmar (before the coup) at 140,
Pakistan at 145 and Bangladesh at 152.

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is an international non-profit and non-governmental organization with the
stated aim of safeguarding the right to freedom of information. It describes its advocacy as founded on the belief
that everyone requires access to the news and information, in line with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights that recognizes the right to receive and share information regardless of frontiers, along with other
international rights charters. RSF has consultative status at the United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe,
and the International Organisation of the Francophonie. It is based in Paris.
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Punjab is all set to become ‗Har Ghar Jal‘ State by 2022


Punjab State reiterated the commitment of the State to achieve the ‗Har Ghar Jal‘ target by 2022 as planned.
Punjab has 34.73 lakh rural household, out of which 25.88 lakh (74.5%) have tap water supply.



In 2021-22, the State plans to provide 8.87 lakh tap connections, thereby providing tap connection to every rural
household. So far, 4-districts, 29 blocks, 5,715 panchayats and 6,003 villages in Punjab have been declared
‗Har Ghar Jal‘, which means every rural household has access to water through the tap.



To ensure transparency and accountability, Punjab has set up a well-equipped digital 24×7 call centre with
Interactive Voice Responsive System. This analog grievance redressal system was upgraded in December 2020.
Last year, the redressal rate was 97.76%.

Jal Jeevan Mission, a central government initiative under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, aims to ensure access of
piped water for every household in India. The mission‘s goal is to provide to all households in rural India safe
and adequate water through individual household tap connections by 2024. The Har Ghar Nal Se Jal
programme was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget 2019-20 speech. This
programme forms a crucial part of the Jal Jeevan Mission. The programme aims to implement source
sustainability measures as mandatory elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey water management, water
conservation, and rain water harvesting. Goa has earned itself the unique distinction of becoming first ‗Har Ghar
Jal‘ State in the country as it successfully provides 100% Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTCs) in the
rural areas covering 2.30 lakh rural households.

PM Narendra Modi addressed Leaders‘ Summit on Climate


Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated and made his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. Mr.
Modi along with 40 global leaders participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US President
Joe Biden. The summit was held virtually and the theme on which the global leaders will be speaking is ―Our
Collective Sprint to 2030‖.



The Leaders‘ Summit on Climate is being considered as one of the key events on climate before the UN
Climate Change Conference of the Parties, COP26, which is scheduled to be held in Glasgow later this year.



US president Joe Biden proved his will towards the issue of climate change on the very first day he took office as
the President. He brought back United States of America to the Paris Agreement, the most significant treaty
on Climate Change.



US President‘s call to organize leaders‘ summit is an effort to galvanize efforts by the major economies to tackle
the climate crisis and to catalyze efforts that keep the goal of 1.5-degree change in global temperature intact.



The Leaders exchanged views on climate change, enhancing climate actions, mobilizing finance towards climate
mitigation and adaptation including nature based solutions, climate security as well as technological innovations for
clean energy. India is the only country which has overachieved its targets as per the Paris Agreement and
continues its commitment to switch to renewable energy resources.

PM Modi, Joe Biden launched India-US clean energy initiative


Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the India-US Clean Energy Agenda
2030 Partnership at the Leaders Summit on Climate hosted by the US.



Addressing a US-hosted virtual summit on climate, attended by 40 global leaders, including US President Joe
Biden and China‘s Xi Jinping, Modi asserted that India has taken ―many bold steps‖ on clean energy, energy
efficiency, and bio-diversity despite its development challenges and that the country‘s per capita carbon
footprint is 60 per cent lower than the global average.



―We in India are doing our part. Our ambitious renewable energy target of 450 gigahertz by 2030 shows our
commitment. Despite our development challenges, we have taken many bold steps on clean energy, energy
efficiency, deforestation, and biodiversity. That is why we are among the few countries whose NDCs are 2 degrees
Celsius compatible.‖
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Both the United States and India have set ambitious 2030 targets for climate action and clean energy. In its new
nationally determined contribution, the US has set an economy-wide target of reducing its net greenhouse gas
emissions by 50-52 percent below 2005 levels in 2030.



Nationally Defined Contributions (NDCs) are each country‘s goals towards achieving the Paris Agreement
target of limiting rising temperatures to less than 2 degrees Celsius. The Prime Minister also emphasised India‘s
encouragement of global initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster
Resilience Infrastructure.

India ranks third, behind the U.S. and China, although its per capita CO 2 emissions are less than 60% of the
global average, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi pointed out. There is little confidence in a pandemic-stricken world,
however, that future growth pathways will be aligned away from fossil fuels. There are many aspects to the bilateral
pact that could be transformative for energy-intensive sectors in India, starting with renewable power expansion
to 450 GW. With open source technologies, India could incorporate innovative materials and processes to decarbonise
industry, transport and buildings, the biggest emitters, apart from power. For the India-U.S. agreement to yield results,
Mr. Biden would have to persuade industry and research institutions at home to share knowledge and subsidise transfer
of technologies. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who announced enhanced ambition at the summit for
Britain to cut carbon emissions by 78% by 2035 over 1990 levels, advanced the agenda by calling for climate
funding by rich nations to exceed the decade-old goal of $100 billion.

PM Modi welcomes US President Joe Biden for joining LeadIT climate initiative


The US has joined the India-Sweden climate initiative, the Leadership Group for Industry Transition,
LeadIT. Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed US President Joe Biden for joining LeadIT. It will help us meet
Paris Agreement goals, strengthen competitiveness and create new sustainable jobs.



In his address to a virtual summit on climate change, US President Joe Biden said he is looking forward to
working with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a new partnership to achieve climate and energy goals,
making this a core pillar of bilateral cooperation.



India and the United States also announced a ‗US-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030
Partnership‘ to create stronger bilateral cooperation on actions in the current decade to meet the goals of the Paris
Agreement.

Amidst oxygen crisis, India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank to come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur


As the acute shortage of oxygen continues across India, a philanthropist has come up with an idea to mitigate
the current crisis of the COVID-19 patients in Rajasthan. Just like a blood bank model, the breathing bank
will provide portable oxygen machines to COVID-19 patients on a rental basis.



India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur. The idea of Nirmal Gehlot is
being supported by many social workers. People have donated funds to purchase 95 machines so far. However,
Gehlot‘s aim is to procure 500 machines.



The Government of India has also sanctioned the installation of 162 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) oxygen
plants in public health facilities across states. The plants will augment medical oxygen capacity by 154.19 metric
tonnes, according to the health ministry. ―Out of 162 PSA plants sanctioned by the union government, 33 have
already been installed - five in Madhya Pradesh, four in Himachal Pradesh, three each in Chandigarh, Gujarat, and
Uttarakhand, two each in Bihar, Karnataka, and Telangana; and one each in Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi,
Haryana, Kerala, Maharashtra, Puducherry, Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh,‖ the health ministry added. Officially,
India‘s daily oxygen production capacity is 7,127 MT.

An oxygen concentrator is a medical device that concentrates oxygen from ambient air. Atmospheric air has
about 78 per cent nitrogen and 21 per cent oxygen, with other gases making up the remaining 1 per cent. The
oxygen concentrator takes in this air, filters it through a sieve, releases the nitrogen back into the air, and works on the
remaining oxygen. Hypoxia is a condition in which the body or a region of the body is deprived of adequate
oxygen supply at the tissue level. Hypoxia may be classified as either generalized, affecting the whole body, or local,
affecting a region of the body.
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COVID-19: Centre to provide 5 kg free food grains to 80 crore people in May, June


The Centre will provide 5 kg of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 cases.



―In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s commitment to the poor, the Government of India has decided to
allocate free-of-cost food grains @5 kg per person per month to nearly 80 crore beneficiaries covered under
National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) over and above NFSA food grains for next two months i.e. May
and June 2021 on the same pattern as the earlier Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY)‖.



While announcing the scheme, the prime minister stressed that it is important for the poor to get nutritional
support at a time when the country is facing the second wave of the pandemic.



―Under this special scheme, around 80 crore NFSA beneficiaries – covered under both categories of NFSA;
Antyodaya Anna Yojana and Priority Householders – will be provided with an additional quota of free-ofcost food grains (rice/wheat) at a scale of 5 kg per person per month, over and above their regular monthly
entitlements under NFSA,‖ it added.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY; Prime Minister‘s Food Security Scheme for the Poor)
is a food security welfare scheme announced by the Government of India in March 2020, during the COVID-19
pandemic in India. The program is operated by the Department of Food and Public Distribution under the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. The scheme aims to feed the poorest citizens of
India by providing grain through the Public Distribution System, to all the priority households (ration card
holders and those identified by the Antyodaya Anna Yojana scheme). PMGKAY provides 5 kg of rice or wheat
(according to regional dietary preferences) per person and 1 kg of dal to each family holding a ration card. The
scale of this welfare scheme makes it the largest food security program in the world.

Jal Jeevan Mission: Rajasthan plans to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March 2022


Rajasthan has planned to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan Mission.
The state has more than one crore rural households, out of which over 19 per cent are getting tap water supply. In
2020-21, about six lakh 77 thousand new tap connections were provided in the rural areas. Jal Shakti Ministry
said that Rajasthan government presented their Jal Jeevan Mission Annual Action Plan through video
conference.



The Ministry said, in the current financial year, Rajasthan is likely to get five thousand 500 Crore rupees as Central
fund. Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship programme of the central government, which aims to provide piped tap
water in every rural household by 2024.

HM Amit Shah inaugurates oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in Gandhinagar


Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in
Gandhinagar. PM CARES fund has approved 100s of plants for oxygen production across India. Out of
these, Gujarat will get 11 plants which will be operational soon.



Oxygen plant inaugurated by Union Home Minister Amit Shah will provide oxygen to the Covid patients
admitted in Kolavada Ayurvedic Hospital.. This Pressure Swing Adsorption - PSA Oxygen plant will
continuously generate the oxygen from the normal air.

Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a longest coastline of India 1,600 km (990 mi). Its capital
city is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business
district promoted by the Government of Gujarat through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India‘s first
operational smart city in the Ahmedabad and international financial services centre. Acharya Devvrat is
Governor of Gujarat and Vijay Rupani is the current Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gujarat has become the first
state to implement newly-introduced 10 per cent reservations in government jobs and higher education for the
economically weaker sections in the general category and followed by Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.
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World‘s first Zero-Emission Wind and Hydrogen Power Cargo Ship


A Norwegian partnership is moving forward with the development of what they are calling the world‘s first
zero-emission cargo ship.



After a six-month competition, with more than 31 ship owners bidding on the project, the contract for the
construction has been awarded. The team expected to complete the design this year so that the vessel can enter
service by 2024.



The ship concept has the project name ―With Orca‖ - Powered by Nature, as a significant part of the energy
required to operate the vessel will be harvested directly from nature through two large rotor sails. The plan calls for
the vessel to sail mostly in open waters in the North Sea, where wind conditions are optimal for wind-assisted
propulsion.



The wind energy will be in addition to a hydrogen-fueled internal combustion engine. The design
concepts, which will be further developed in 2021, call for the hydrogen to be stored aboard the vessel in
compressed form.

Norway is a Nordic country in Northern Europe whose mainland territory comprises the western and northernmost
portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula. Oslo is the capital and most populous city of Norway. Harald V of the House
of Glucksburg is the current King of Norway. Erna Solberg has been Prime Minister since 2013. The krone is
the currency of Norway and its dependent territories.

Russia stages fresh military drills in the Arctic


Russia is one of five Arctic nations staking their claims in the region, and Moscow has beefed up its military
presence there, reopening and modernising several bases and airfields abandoned since the end of the Soviet era.



Moscow has built a military base on the remote Kotelny Island, part of the New Siberian Islands in the
eastern Arctic, and there are other installations including on the Franz-Joseph Land archipelago.



Russia has also deployed its state-of-the-art S-400 air defence systems. The United States in February sent
strategic bombers to train in Norway as part of Western efforts to bolster its military presence in the region.



For the first time since the 1980s, the US Navy deployed an aircraft carrier in the Norwegian Sea in 2018, and
then several other vessels in Russia‘s economic zone in the Barents Sea the following year.



The Russian military on March 20 launched massive Arctic manoeuvres near Alexandra Land, part of the
Franz Josef Land archipelago, that are expected to include more than 40 separate drills.

Russia or the Russian Federation is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It
is the largest country in the world; covering over 17,125,191 square kilometres (6,612,073 sq mi), consisting of
more than one-eighth of the Earth‘s inhabited land area, extending to eleven time zones, and has bordering
sixteen sovereign nations. Vladimir Putin is serving as the current President of Russia since 2012, previously being
in the office from 1999 until 2008. He was also Prime Minister from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012.
Russian ruble or rouble is the currency of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Mishustin is serving as Prime
Minister of Russia since 16 January 2020.
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Facebook and Google are planning to build new cables under the sea called ‗Echo‘ and ‗Bifrost‘
to connect the US to Singapore and Indonesia


Facebook and Google are planning to build new subsea cables from the US to Singapore and Indonesia.
Facebook has partnered with leading regional and global partners to build two new subsea cables – Echo and
Bifrost – that will provide vital new connections between the Asia-Pacific region and North America.



While Google is only investing in Echo, Facebook is investing in both cables. These cables will increase overall
transpacific capacity by 70 per cent. Echo and Bifrost will support further growth for hundreds of millions of
people and millions of businesses, Facebook said.



―Echo will run from Eureka, California to Singapore, with a stop-over in Guam, with plans to also land in
Indonesia.‖ Echo will be the first-ever cable to directly connect the U.S. to Singapore with direct fiber pairs
over an express route.



It will decrease latency for users connecting to applications running the Google Cloud Platform (GCP) regions
in the area, home to some of the world‘s most vibrant financial and technology centres.‖

Alphabet Inc. is an American multinational conglomerate headquartered in Mountain View, California. It was
created through a restructuring of Google on October 2, 2015, and became the parent company of Google and
several former Google subsidiaries. Larry Page and Sergey Brin announced their resignation from their executive
posts in December 2019, with the CEO role to be filled by Sundar Pichai, also the CEO of Google. Page and Brin
remain co-founders, employees, board members, and controlling shareholders of Alphabet Inc.

Militaries of Sri Lanka and Pakistan conduct joint exercise against terrorism


The militaries of Sri Lanka and Pakistan have conducted a 15-day joint exercise aimed at enhancing bilateral
defence relations and sharing the rich experience of two armies against terrorism.



Titled the ‗Ex-Shake Hands,‘ the exercise was conducted in Saliyapura in North Central Province of Sri
Lanka. The exercise had the participation of six officers and 35 other ranks from the Pakistan Army and four
officers and 40 other ranks from the Sri Lanka Army.

China approves changes in Hong Kong electoral system, slashes number of elected seats


The National People‘s Congress of China unanimously approved the changes to be introduced to the Hong
Kong Constitution to reform the electoral system thereby reducing the number of directly elected legislators
in Hong Kong. It also delayed the city‘s elections until December.



Publicly elected representatives will hold just over one-fifth of seats in Hong Kong‘s next legislature, down
from a majority, under constitutional changes adopted in Beijing.



Candidates will also be required to pass two rounds of screening with two national security bodies and a
Beijing-controlled committee, all vetting hopefuls for patriotism and support for national security before they can
face voters. Their reports would be handed to a new vetting committee, whose decisions on qualifying candidates
are final and cannot be appealed in court.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the
People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of
China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan
joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam,
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part by
the nine-dash line.

India and USA agree to revamp India-US Strategic Energy Partnership (SEP)


Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and US Secretary of Energy, Jennifer Granholm have agreed to
revamp India-US Strategic Energy Partnership (SEP).
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The two leaders agreed to revamp the India-US SEP to reflect the new priorities of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and President Joe Biden with focus on promoting clean energy with low-carbon pathways and accelerating
green energy cooperation.

Joe Biden is the current and the 46th President of the United States. At 78, Biden is the oldest president in US
history and only the second Roman Catholic President. A member of the Democratic Party, he served as the
47th Vice President from 2009 to 2017 under Barack Obama and represented Delaware in the United States
Senate from 1973 to 2009. In January 2017, Barak Obama awarded Biden the Presidential Medal of
Freedom with distinction.

Indian Army participated in Multinational Military Exercise ‗Shantir Ogroshena-2021‘ in
Bangladesh


Indian Army has participated in Multinational Military Exercise namely SHANTIR OGROSHENA -2021 in
Bangladesh. The nine days exercise is being started on the 4th of this month to commemorate the birth
centenary of Bangladesh Father of the Nation, Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and mark glorious 50
years of liberation.



Indian Army contingent comprising 30 personnel from the Dogra Regiment is being participated in the
exercise along with contingents of Bhutan, Sri Lankan and Bangladesh Armies.



The theme of the exercise is Robust Peace Keeping Operations. Military observers from the USA, UK, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore will also be in attendance throughout the exercise.

Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. It shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). Nepal, Bhutan
and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. Dhaka is its capital and largest city,
followed by Chittagong, which has the country‘s largest port. Bangladeshi taka is the currency of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh. Mohammad Abdul Hamid is the 16th and current President of Bangladesh, in office since
April 2013. Sheikh Hasina is the current Prime Minister of the Bangladesh.

India‘s Credit Line for Bangladesh Covers Nuclear Projects, Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant


India would be involved in the development of the transmission lines for the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in
Bangladesh as part of its credit line for the neighbouring country.



―A significant part of our third line of credit will go to civil nuclear cooperation. Transmission lines of Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant will be developed by Indian companies under the line of credit. Value of these
transmission lines will be worth over USD 1 billion.

New Slovak government sworn in to end crisis over Russian vaccine


Slovakia‘s President swore in a new coalition government to end a political crisis triggered by a secret deal to
buy Russia‘s Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine.



President Zuzana Caputova appointed the new cabinet led by Prime Minister Eduard Heger two days after
the previous government of Igor Matovic resigned.



It was the first European government to collapse due to its handling of the pandemic but the move kept the
same four-party coalition in power and avoided the possibility of an early election.

Slovakia is a landlocked country in Central Europe. The capital and largest city is Bratislava. Zuzana Caputova
is the first woman to hold the presidency, as well as the youngest president in the history of Slovakia, elected at
the age of 45. Eduard Heger is serving as the Prime Minister of Slovakia since 1 April 2021. Euro is the official
currency of it.

UNESCO ―World in 2030‖ Survey Report highlights youth concerns over climate change and
biodiversity loss


UNESCO publishes its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the results of an interactive
survey and consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 2020.
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The report provides global insights into the most pressing challenges for peaceful societies over the next
decade, including the specific worries people have and the solutions needed to overcome them. This was part of a
new consultation process with a view to contribute to the organization‘s medium term strategy.



Climate change and loss of biodiversity was the biggest challenge by far, chosen by 67% of respondents.
Respondents also highlighted violence and conflict (44%), discrimination and inequality (43%), and lack of
food, water and housing (42%).



Education came out on top as a crucial solution to every single challenge - education-based solutions were
found to be the number one solution for 7 of the 11 challenges included in the survey, and the number two solution
for a further 3 challenges. Education was also highlighted as the area of society most needing to be rethought
in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. To address this challenge, respondents favored investment in green solutions,
education on sustainability, promoting international cooperation, and building trust in science.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized agency of the
United Nations (UN) based in Paris. Audrey Azoulay appointed as the Director-general of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), becoming the second female leader of the
organization. India is sixth on the list of countries with 37 sites in the list. Italy leads with 54 sites.

Japan sees earliest cherry blossom since 1400s - and scientists say it‘s down to climate change


Climate change has led to the earliest cherry blossom season in Japan in 1,200 years, experts say. Traditionally,
cherry blossom season starts in early to mid-April with residents in Kyoto holding ―hanami‖ celebrations
underneath trees to watch the flowers bloom.



The full bloom, or Sakura in Japanese, historically occurs on 17 April - but in more recent times, warmer and
earlier springs have meant earlier blooms, according to climate change experts. Between 1971 and 2000, this
specific type of tree was found to bloom on average a week earlier than all previous averages recorded in
Kyoto - so 2021‘s bloom is the result of a long-standing trend.

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga.

Pham Minh Chinh, becomes Vietnam‘s next Prime Minister


Vietnam‘s National Assembly confirmed Pham Minh Chinh, a career security official, as the Southeast Asian
country‘s next Prime Minister at an official ceremony. Nguyen Xuan Phuc elected to the President post by the
National Assembly of Vietnam on 5 April 2021 after serving 5 years as Prime Minister of the country.



The move completes the five-yearly renewal of Vietnam‘s top four positions, as it looks to maintain economic
growth, keep the Coronavirus pandemic at bay, and balance relations with Beijing and Washington.



China has been asserting its authority in the South China Sea, while the U.S. Treasury Department labelled
Vietnam a ‗currency manipulator‘ in December due to its trade surplus with the United States and heavy
foreign exchange market intervention to hold down the value of its dong currency.

Vietnam is the easternmost country on the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Hanoi is the capital of Vietnam.
The dong has been the currency of Vietnam since May 3, 1978. Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the current President of
Vietnam. Pham Minh Chinh is the current Prime Minister of Vietnam.

Singapore first country to accept COVID-19 digital travel pass


Singapore will next month accept visitors who use a mobile travel pass containing digital certificates for
COVID-19 tests and vaccines, its aviation regulator said becoming one of the first countries to adopt the
initiative.
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Singapore will accept the International Air Transport Association (IATA) mobile travel pass for predeparture checks, where travellers can get clearance to fly to and enter Singapore by showing a smartphone
application containing their data from accredited laboratories.



The pass was successfully tested by Singapore Airlines. More than 20 carriers, including Emirates, Qatar
Airways and Malaysia Airlines, are also testing the pass.

Singapore is a sovereign city-state and island country in Southeast Asia. Singapore dollar is the official currency
of Singapore. Lee Hsien Loong is the current Prime Minister of Singapore. Halimah binti Yacob is the current
President of Singapore. She is the first female president in the country‘s history.

Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin nominates PM Benjamin Netanyahu to form a govt following
latest inconclusive election


Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin has nominated the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu to try to form a
government following the latest inconclusive election.



No candidate has a realistic chance of forming a government that will have the confidence of the Knesset.
Rivlin‘s announcement came two weeks after Israel‘s fourth election in two years. Netanyahu holds the most
support 52 seats in Israel‘s Knesset, but that is still short of a 61-seat majority.



The opposition leader, Yair Lapid, earned 45 seats. There were 16 abstentions and rightwing nationalist Naftali
Bennett secured seven votes from his own Yamina party. The nomination gives Netanyahu a new chance to try to
salvage his career. He is the country‘s longest serving Prime Minister with a record 12 consecutive years in
office.
Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy
to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian
Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset
is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu
is serving as the 9th and current Prime Minister of Israel since 2009. Reuven Rivlin is serving as the 10th and
current President of Israel since 2014.

Easter eggs become symbol of resistance for Myanmar‘s anti-coup protesters


Opponents of military rule in Myanmar inscribed messages of protest on Easter eggs while thousands of
others were back on the streets, denouncing a Feb. 1 coup and facing off with the security forces who shot and
killed at least three men.



In the latest in a series of impromptu shows of defiance, messages including ―Spring Revolution‖, ―We must win‖
and ―Get out MAH‖ - referring to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing - were seen on eggs in photographs on social
media.

PM Modi & Seychelles President jointly inaugurate several Indian projects in Seychelles


Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India and Seychelles share a strong and vital partnership in the
Indian ocean neighborhood. Seychelles is central to India‘s vision of ‗SAGAR‘ – ‗Security and Growth for
All in the Region‘. Seychelles was the First African country to receive the Made in India COVID-19 vaccines.



India is happy to have contributed towards the construction of the new Magistrates‘ Court Building in
Seychelles. The state-of-the-art building has been completed even during these testing times of Covid-19 pandemic.
India is committed to strengthening the maritime security of Seychelles. India has handed over a new, state of the
art, Made-in-India Fast Patrol Vessel to the Seychelles Coast Guard.

Seychelles is an archipelagic island country in the Indian Ocean at the eastern edge of the Somali Sea. Victoria is
the capital and largest city of Seychelles. The rupee is the currency of the Seychelles. Wavel Ramkalawan has
been serving as the President of the Republic of Seychelles since 26 October 2020.
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India and Vietnam hold their second maritime security dialogue in virtual format


India and Vietnam held their second maritime security dialogue in a virtual format. The consultations involved
exchanges on developments in the domain of maritime security, regional cooperation activities and
opportunities for cooperation between the two countries.

Dubai unveils world‘s first electric fire engine


The General Directorate of the Dubai Civil Defence (DCD) inaugurated the first electric firefighting vehicle
of its kind in the Middle East and the second in the world.



The vehicle was introduced during the Custom Show Emirates, which will run at the Dubai World Trade
Centre untill April 10. The first-of-its-kind electric truck was manufactured by Rosenbauer, an Austrian
company. The announcement of the new firefighting truck took place at the Custom Show Emirates.

US Navy conducts operation near Lakshadweep without India‘s prior consent


The US Navy conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean region when its
warship ventured into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without the latter‘s
permission.



The operation was in accordance with international law and challenged India‘s ―excessive‖ maritime claims.
―This freedom of navigation operation (―FONOP‖) upheld the rights, freedoms, and lawful uses of the sea
recognised in international law by challenging India‘s excessive maritime claims‖.



US forces operate in the Indo-Pacific region on a daily basis. All operations are designed in accordance with
international law and demonstrate that the United States will fly, sail, and operate wherever international law
allows.

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as prescribed by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea
is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of
marine resources, including energy production from water and wind. It stretches from the baseline out to
200 nautical miles (nmi) from the coast of the state in question. It is also referred to as a maritime continental
margin and, in colloquial usage, may include the continental shelf. The term does not include either the territorial
sea or the continental shelf beyond the 200 nautical mile limit.

Indian Navy Ships and Aircraft to participate in exercise in LA PEROUSE


Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura (with an integral helicopter embarked) and INS Kiltan along with P8I Long
Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft are participating, for the first time; in multi-lateral maritime exercise La
Perouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region from 05 to 07 Apr 2021.



The Indian Navy ships and aircraft exercised at sea with ships and aircraft of French Navy (FN), Royal
Australian Navy (RAN), Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and United States Navy (USN) during
the three-day exercise at sea.



Exercise La Pérouse witnessed complex and advanced naval operations including surface warfare, anti-air
warfare and air defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck flying operations, tactical manoeuvres and
seamanship evolutions such as replenishment at sea.



The exercise showcased high levels of synergy, coordination and inter-operability between the friendly navies.
Participation by the Indian Navy in the exercise demonstrates the shared values with friendly navies ensuring
freedom of seas and commitment to an open, inclusive Indo-Pacific and a rules-based international order.

France is a country primarily located in Western Europe; Paris is the capital and most populous city of France.
Emmanuel Macron has been serving as the President of France and ex officio co-prince of Andorra since 14 May
2017.Euro is the currency of it and CFP franc is the currency used in the French overseas collectivities of
French Polynesia, New Caledonia and Wallis and Futuna.
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World‘s First Fully Vaccinated Flight Takes off from Qatar


Qatar Airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight with all 188 passengers, two pilots and
18 cabin crew having received a vaccine for the Covid-19 pandemic.



The Airbus A350-1000-operated flight departed Doha on April 6 marking a significant milestone in the
pandemic as airlines look to the future of travel recovery.



Qatar Airways is the first airline in the world to operate such a flight where everyone on board must show
proof of a vaccine.



Hamad International Airport in Doha is the first and only in the Middle East and Asia to achieve the Skytrax
5-star Covid-19 safety rating.



The airport employs robotic cleaning machines in addition to ultraviolet light technology to sanitize the
terminal, seating areas, security bins and baggage carts. Similar equipment is used aboard the airline‘s planes in
between flights.

Qatar is a country located in Western Asia, occupying the small Qatar Peninsula on the northeastern coast of
the Arabian Peninsula. Doha is the capital and most populous city of Qatar. The Qatari riyal is the currency of the
State of Qatar. Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdul Aziz al-Thani has been serving as Prime Minister of
Qatar and Minister of the Interior since 28 January 2020.

UAE selects first Arab woman for astronaut training


The United Arab Emirates has selected the first Arab woman to train as an astronaut, as the Gulf country
rapidly expands into the space sector to diversify its economy.



Emirati national Nora al-Matrooshi, a 27-year-old mechanical engineering graduate currently working at
Abu Dhabi‘s National Petroleum Construction Company, will join Nasa‘s 2021 Astronaut Candidate Class in
the United States.



The UAE is using its space programme to develop its scientific and technological capabilities and reduce its
reliance on oil. Matrooshi will be joined by another Emirati, Mohammed al-Mulla, making a total of four
people under the UAE Astronaut Programme. They include Hazza al-Mansouri who became the first Emirati
in space in 2019 when he flew to the International Space Station.

Abu Dhab is the capital and the second most populous city of the United Arab Emirates (the most populous
being Dubai), and also capital of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the largest of the UAE‘s seven emirates. United
Arab Emirates (UAE) is a federal sovereign absolute monarchy in Western Asia. Khalifa Al Nahyan is the
current President of the United Arab Emirates. Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum is the Vice President and
Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai. United Arab Emirates
dirham is the currency of the United Arab Emirates. It is bordered by Saudi Arabia to the west and south and
by Oman to the east and northeast. The land border with Qatar in the Khawr al Udayd area is a source of
ongoing dispute.

Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in Japan


For the first time, Thieu lychee grown in Luc Ngan District in the Northern Province of Bac Giang has been
granted a certificate of geographical indication from Japanese authority offering opportunity for export and
consumption of the fruit in the world markets.



Lychee is the fourth fruit from Vietnam that has successfully made an inroad into the Japanese market,
following dragon fruit, mango and banana.



`Thieu lychee has been already granted geographical protection in six countries - China, Laos, Cambodia, the
Republic of Korea, Singapore, and Australia. The product has been exported to many countries worldwide.

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 34

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021
Vietnam is the easternmost country on the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Hanoi is the capital of Vietnam.
The dong has been the currency of Vietnam since May 3, 1978. Nguyen Phu Trọng is the current General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam, the highest position in Vietnam since 2011. In addition, Trọng
served as President of Vietnam from 2018 to April 5, 2021. Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the current President of Vietnam.

ICCR Foundation Day celebrated at Indian Embassy in Beijing, ―Little Guru‖ app launched


The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) celebrated its 71st Foundation Day. Swami Vivekanand
Cultural Centre at Indian Embassy in Beijing celebrated ICCR Foundation Day in the presence of a huge
gathering of ICCR scholars in China and their disciples who learnt Indian dance and music.



On the occasion, the ICCR has unveiled ‗Little Guru‘ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App
which was jointly launched in Beijing by Ambassador Vikram Misri and renowned Chinese scholar on
Sanskrit and India studies, Professor Wang Bangwei. Many Sanskrit Professors from Peking University and the
students were also present.

Multinational military exercise Shantir Ogrosena ends in Bangladesh


The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in Bangladesh at the
Bangabandhu Senanibas in Dhaka.



Troops from India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka participated in the exercise with observers from the
USA, UK, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore.



The exercise was organised to pay tribute to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on his birth centenary
and celebrate the golden jubilee of the liberation of Bangladesh.



The aim of the exercise was to strengthen defence ties and enhance interoperability amongst neighbourhood
countries to ensure effective peacekeeping operations.

Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. It shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). Nepal, Bhutan
and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. Dhaka is its capital and largest city,
followed by Chittagong, which has the country‘s largest port. Bangladeshi taka is the currency of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh. Mohammad Abdul Hamid is the 16th and current President of Bangladesh, in office since
April 2013. Sheikh Hasina is the current Prime Minister of the Bangladesh. India shares its longest international
border with Bangladesh (4,096-kilometer) (2,545-mile).

China creates world‘s first traffic signal for the humped beasts


Officials in northern China have inaugurated what they say is the world‘s first traffic signal for camels. The
signal came into operation in an area popular with tourists near Dunhuang City, Gansu province.



Dunhuang City sits in an oasis in the Gansu-Xinjiang desert region, and was the first Chinese-administered
settlement reached by travelers heading east on the ancient Silk Road. In recent years, tourism to the area has
grown, thanks to the Mingsha Mountain, the Mogao Caves temple complex, and the Yumen and Yangguan passes,
which are the westernmost gates of the Great Wall.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the
People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of
China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan
joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam,
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part by
the nine-dash line.

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan launches construction of trans-border trade center


Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and
economic cooperation named ‗Central Asia‘ on the borders of the two countries.
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Uzbek Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov and his Kazkazh counterpart Askar Mamim, laid a capsule at the
construction site of the logistic centre, which is located in the vicinity of the border check post Gisht Kuprik.



The center, which occupies 400 hectares of land, will have a capacity of accommodating 35,000 people and 5,000
trucks per day in both directions. The center is intended to become a large industrial, trade and logistics platform
for the implementation of joint investment projects of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

Central Asia is a region in Asia which stretches from the Caspian Sea in the west to China and Mongolia in the
east, and from Afghanistan and Iran in the south to Russia in the north. The region consists of the former Soviet
republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. It is also colloquially referred
to as ―the stans‖ as the countries generally considered to be within the region all have names ending with the
Persian suffix ―-stan‖, meaning ―land of‖.

New Zealand introduces climate change law for financial firms in world first


New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment
managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change James Shaw said.



All banks with total assets of more than NZ$1 billion ($703 million), insurers with more than NZ$1 billion in
total assets under management, and all equity and debt issuers listed on the country‘s stock exchange will have to
make disclosures.



Around 200 of the country‘s biggest companies and several foreign firms that meet the NZ$1 billion
threshold will come under the legislation. Disclosures will be required for financial years beginning next year once
the law is passed, meaning that the first reports will be made by companies in 2023.

New Zealand is an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Wellington is the capital city. Jacinda
Ardern is the current New Zealand Prime Minister. The New Zealand dollar is the official currency and legal
tender of New Zealand

Haiti PM resigns amid violence, political strife


Haitian Prime Minister Joseph Jouthe has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings
and prepares for an upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year. He has served as the
Prime Minister since March 2020. He did not give an explanation for his resignation.



Jouthe previously had tried to submit his resignation, but President Jovenel Moise at the time had rejected it.
This time, Moise accepted it and nominated Claude Joseph as Haiti‘s new Prime Minister.



The President tweeted that Jouthe‘s resignation will make it possible to address the glaring problem of insecurity
and continue discussions with the aim of reaching the consensus necessary for the political and institutional stability
of the country. Haiti has seen eight Prime Ministers since 2015.

Haiti, formerly known as Hayti is a country located on the island of Hispaniola. Port-au-Prince is the capital and
most populous city of Haiti. The gourde is the currency of Haiti. Jovenel Moise is serving as the President of Haiti.

US President Joe Biden formally announces withdrawal of American troops from Afghanistan
before September 11


US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan
before September 11, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.



Speaking from the White House, Mr Biden pledged that the US will continue to support Afghanistan after
withdrawing all US troops, but not militarily. He said, it is time to end America‘s longest war. He further said the
withdrawal will begin on May 1, in line with an agreement President Donald Trump‘s administration made
with the Taliban and the complete withdrawal will be done by September 11.



Meanwhile, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani tweeted that he spoke with Mr Biden and that he respects the US
decision and we will work with our US partners to ensure a smooth transition. Mr Ghani said, Afghanistan‘s
defence forces are fully capable of defending its people and country.
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Under the Trump administration‘s February 2020 deal with the Taliban, all US troops were to leave by May 2021
in return for the insurgents‘ promise not to back Al-Qaeda and other foreign extremists – the original reason
for the 2001 invasion.

The Afghan peace process comprises the proposals and negotiations in a bid to end the ongoing war in
Afghanistan. Although sporadic efforts have taken place since the war began in 2001, negotiations and the peace
movement intensified in 2018 amid talks between the Taliban, which is the main insurgent group fighting
against the Afghan government and American troops; and the United States, of which thousands of soldiers
maintain a presence within the country to support the Afghan government. Besides the United States, regional powers
such as India, China and Russia, as well as NATO play a part in facilitating the peace process. As part of the peace
process, two peace treaties have been signed so far. On September 22, 2016, the first treaty was signed between
the Afghan government and the Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin militant group. The second peace treaty was signed
between the U.S. and the Taliban on February 29, 2020 which called for the withdrawal of American troops
from Afghanistan within 14 months if the Taliban upheld the terms of the agreement.

Russia, India committed to S-400 missile deal


Russia and India are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal,
Russian ambassador Nikolay Kudashev said amid apprehensions of possible US sanctions against New Delhi
over procurement of the weapons systems.



The envoy also said that both Russia and India do not recognise bilateral sanctions as they are ‗illegal tools‘ of
‗unlawful and unfair‘ competition and pressure.



During his visit to India last month, US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin said there was no discussion with
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on the possibility of American sanctions against India over its S-400 deal
with Russia as there has been no delivery of the missiles.



At the same time, Austin urged all allies and partners of the US to avoid buying Russian equipment that may invite
US sanctions. The US has already imposed sanctions on Turkey under the Countering America‘s Adversaries
Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for purchase of S-400 missile defences from Russia.



The Countering America‘s Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, CAATSA, is a United States federal law that
imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and Russia. The bill was signed into law on 2 August 2017 by the
then, President Donald Trump.

Russia or the Russian Federation is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It
is the largest country in the world; covering over 17,125,191 square kilometres (6,612,073 sq mi), consisting of
more than one-eighth of the Earth‘s inhabited land area, extending to eleven time zones, and has bordering
sixteen sovereign nations. Vladimir Putin is serving as the current President of Russia since 2012, previously being
in the office from 1999 until 2008. He was also Prime Minister from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012.
Russian ruble or rouble is the currency of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Mishustin is serving as Prime
Minister of Russia since 16 January 2020.

NATO to exit Afghanistan along with U.S.


NATO has announced that Foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in
coordination with a U.S. pull-out by September 11.



After withdrawing, the U.S. and NATO aim to rely on Afghan military and police forces, which they have
developed with billions of dollars in funding, to maintain security though peace talks are struggling and the
insurgency is resilient.



September 11 is a highly symbolic date as it will be 20 years since al-Qaeda attacked the U.S. with hijacked
airliners, triggering military intervention in Afghanistan.
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North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is
an intergovernmental military alliance between 30 European and North American countries. NATO constitutes a
system of collective defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack
by any external party. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of
Allied Command Operations is near Mons, Belgium. Jens Stoltenberg is a Norwegian politician who has served as
the 13th Secretary General of NATO since 2014.

Blinken appeals to countries to help inject 2 billion more to U.N. vaccines programme


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has kicked off an appeal to other countries to help inject $2 billion more
to the U.N.-backed program to ship coronavirus vaccines to the world‘s poorest countries.



The United States is co-hosting a pledging and donor conference, bringing together four Presidents, three Prime
Ministers and other dignitaries to help buttress the $6.3 billion already raised for the U.N.-backed COVAX
program.



Blinken laid out a goal to raise COVAX‘s target of vaccinating 20 per cent of populations in the affected
countries to 30 per cent, with the addition of $2 billion in funds. The COVAX effort has been providing millions
of vaccine doses to 92 of the world‘s poorest countries.

COVAXIN, India‘s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The indigenous, inactivated
vaccine is developed and manufactured in Bharat Biotech‘s BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) high containment facility.
The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated Vero Cell derived platform technology. Inactivated
vaccines do not replicate and are therefore unlikely to revert and cause pathological effects. They contain dead virus,
incapable of infecting people but still able to instruct the immune system to mount a defensive reaction against an
infection.

UNFPA‘s population report launched


The United Nations Population Fund‘s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 titled ‗My
Body is My Own‘ was launched. This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily
autonomy.



The report defined ‗Bodily autonomy‘ as the power and agency to make choices about your body without fear
of violence or having someone else decide for you.



Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions regarding their
bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality.



In countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully empowered to make choices over healthcare,
contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex. Only 75% of countries legally ensure full and equal
access to contraception. Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily autonomy with the
COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbating this situation.



In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of currently married women (15-49 years of age)
independently make decisions about their own healthcare. For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse that
mainly takes decisions about healthcare.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), formerly the United Nations Fund for Population Activities, is
a UN agency aimed at improving reproductive and maternal health worldwide. Its work includes developing
national healthcare strategies and protocols, increasing access to birth control, and leading campaigns
against child marriage, gender-based violence, obstetric fistula, and female genital mutilation. The UNFPA office is
headquartered in New York, USA.
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Russia bans FBI chief, threatens to expel US diplomats


Russia said that it banned FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country. The list of US officials
banned from entering Russia includes top officials from US President Joe Biden‘s administration. Attorney General
Merrick Garland, Biden‘s chief domestic policy advisor Susan Rice and FBI chief Christopher Wray would be
barred, the Russian foreign ministry said.



Also on the list were Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, Director of National Intelligence
Avril Haines, Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons Michael Carvajal, Donald Trump‘s National
Security Advisor John Bolton and ex-head of the CIA James Woolsey. Russian foreign ministry said that the
officials had ―participated in the anti-Russian push‖ of US politics.

U.S. Treasury keeps India on currency watch list


The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major
Trading Partners of the United States. The April 2021 edition of the semi-annual report is the first from the
Biden administration. The report is submitted to the U.S. Congress and reviews currency practices of the U.S.‘s 20
biggest trading partners.



Three criteria are used to review partners: 1. A significant (at least $20 billion) bilateral trade surplus 2. A
material current account surplus 3. Persistent one-sided intervention in forex markets.



India is one of the 11 countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their currency practices. India was on the
list in the December 2020 report as well. The other 10 countries on the list with India are China, Japan, Korea,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Mexico. India met two of the three criteria — the
trade surplus criterion and the ―persistent, one-sided intervention‖ criterion.

The US Treasury department defines currency manipulation as when countries deliberately influence the
exchange rate between their currency and the US dollar to gain ―unfair competitive advantage in international
trade‖.

US President and Japanese Prime Minister held talks in Washington to counter increasingly
assertive China


President Joe Biden sought to present a united front with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga to
counter an increasingly assertive China as the U.S. leader held his first face-to-face White House summit
since taking office. Biden hosted Suga for talks that offered the President, a chance to work further on his pledge to
revitalize U.S. alliances that frayed under his predecessor Donald Trump.



China topped the agenda, underscoring Japan‘s central role in U.S. efforts to face down Beijing. Other
pressing concerns at the talks included China‘s increased military movements near Taiwan, its tightening grip on
Hong Kong and its crackdown on Muslim Uighurs in Xinjiang.

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro.

Clear India‘s misunderstandings about jurisdiction in Jadhav case: Pak HC


The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the
court‘s jurisdiction to hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court
of Justice (ICJ).



Jadhav, the 50-year-old retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on
charges of espionage and terrorism in April 2017. India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of
consular access to Jadhav and challenging the death sentence.
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ICJ ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan must undertake an ―effective review and reconsideration‖ of the
conviction and sentence of Jadhav, and also grant consular access to India without further delay. The ICJ, in its
2019 verdict, had asked Pakistan to provide a proper forum for appeal against the sentence given to the retired
officer by the military court.



Islamabad has violated Article 36 of Vienna Convention of Consular Relations, 1963, by not informing India
about Jadhav‘s arrest immediately after Pakistan Army had taken him into custody. India had been deprived
of ‗right to communicate with and have access to Jadhav, to visit him in detention and to arrange for his legal
representation‘.

For the first time, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership


For the first time in six decades, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership. Raul
Castro said that he is stepping down as the head of Cuba‘s Communist party. The Communist party is the
sole ruling party in charge of the country‘s affairs as per the Cuban Constitution.



Castro took the reins from his elder brother, a former Communist revolutionary, Fidel Castro in 2018 after
he fell ill. Fidel Castro led Cuba for five decades, after dethroning dictator Fulgencio Batista in 1959, where
Raul fought side by side, and was the world‘s third longest-serving head of state, after Britain‘s Queen Elizabeth
and the King of Thailand.



Cuba is located in the northern Caribbean where the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Ocean meet. Havana is the largest city and capital. In Cuba, until 1 January 2021, there were two currencies,
both called peso. One is the ―Cuban peso‖ (CUP) and the other is the Cuban convertible peso.

Iran says it has started enriching uranium to 60%


Iran has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity — the closest the country has ever come to
the level needed for a weapon — in response to the sabotage of an Iranian nuclear site last weekend linked to
Israel.



Uranium contains a rare radioactive isotope, called U-235 that can be used to power nuclear reactors at low
enrichment levels and to fuel nuclear bombs at much higher levels. The goal of uranium enrichment is to
raise the percentage levels of U-235, which is often done through the use of centrifuges — machines that spin a
form of unrefined uranium at high speeds.



After President Donald J. Trump repudiated the Iran deal in 2018, reimposed economic sanctions on Iran
and added other penalties, Iran undertook a graduated series of steps away from compliance with the deal to
retaliate — increasing its 3.67 percent uranium supply, adding centrifuges, raising uranium purity in some of the
supply to 20 percent and restricting international inspectors‘ access to some nuclear sites.

Iran also called Persia is a country in Western Asia and its capital is Tehran. The rial is the currency of Iran.
Hassan Rouhani is the current President and Sayyid Ali Hosseini Khamenei is the current Supreme Leader.

China, U.S. agree to tackle climate crisis with urgency


The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters China and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with
urgency. Both countries have expressed their commitment to working together and with other countries to
tackle climate change. The decision came after several meetings held last week between Chinese climate envoy
Xie Zhenhua and his US counterpart John Kerry in Shanghai.



A joint statement by the countries said that they have agreed on further specific actions to reduce emissions. It
said that the United States and China are committed to cooperating with each other and with other countries to
tackle the climate crisis, which must be addressed with the seriousness and urgency that it demands. The statement
said that both nations will continue to discuss concrete actions to reduce emissions aimed at keeping the Paris
Agreement-aligned temperature limit within reach.
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In 2015, ahead of the UN significant climate conference in Paris, India announced three major voluntary
commitments called the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC): 1.Improving the emissions intensity of its
GDP by 33–35% by 2030 over 2005 levels. 2. Increasing the share of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 40% by
2030. 3. Enhancing its forest cover, thereby absorbing 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide. The Paris
Agreement is an agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC),
dealing with greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance, was adopted by 196 parties at the 21st
Conference of Parties in Paris, on December 12, 2015, and was enforced on November 4, 2016. On June 1, 2017,
United States President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. would cease all participation in the 2015 Paris
Agreement on climate change mitigation and withdrawal took effect on November 4, 2020, one day after the 2020
U.S. presidential election.

Myanmar junta leader set to join ASEAN summit


Junta leader General Min Aung Hlaing is set to join Southeast Asian leaders at a special summit in Jakarta
in April 2021, the Thai foreign ministry said, in what will be the coup leader‘s first official trip since the military
deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi.



Since the February 1 coup, Myanmar has been in turmoil – with hundreds of thousands of protesters taking to
the streets to demand a return to democracy. The junta has sought to quell the anti-coup movement with lethal
force, killing more than 720 people and detaining some 3,100 activists, journalists and dissidents, according to a
local monitoring group. The international community has largely condemned the junta for its use of force against
unarmed civilians – deploying targeted sanctions against top military brass, their families and army-linked
businesses.

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) is an economic union comprising 10 member states in
Southeast Asia, which promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security,
military, educational, and sociocultural integration among its members and other countries in Asia. ASEAN was
established with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by its founding fathers in 1967.
The founding fathers of ASEAN are: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The motto of
ASEAN is ―One Vision, One Identity, One Community‖. The 8th August is observed as ASEAN Day. ASEAN
Secretariat is located in Jakarta, Indonesia. The ASEAN ten members are: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam.
Aung San Suu Kyi is a Myanmar politician, diplomat, author, and Nobel Peace Prize laureate (1991). She is the
leader of the National League for Democracy and the first and served as State Counsellor of
Myanmar (equivalent to a prime minister) and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2016 to 2021. She is also the first
woman to serve as Minister for Foreign Affairs. Myanmar‘s capital city is Naypyidaw and kyat is the currency
of Myanmar. Sittwe Port is a deep-water port constructed by India in 2016 at Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine
State in Myanmar, on the Bay of Bengal. Situated at the mouth of the Kaladan River, the USD 120 Million port is
being financed by India as a part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, collaboration between
India and Myanmar. Min Aung Hlaing is a Burmese army general who has been serving as Chairman of the State
Administration Council of Myanmar since February 2021, a position which makes him the country‘s de
facto leader.

Israel aims to reduce 80% greenhouse gas emissions by 2050


The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 per
cent of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.



The plan also aims to shut down all coal-fired power plants by 2025, reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the
electricity sector by 75 to 85 per cent by 2050, increase electricity generation from renewable energy (mainly
from solar energy), and improve the energy consumption per unit of produce by 1.3 per cent every year, Xinhua
news agency quoted the Ministry as saying.



To achieve the goals, the program includes the development of innovative technologies, improvements in the
power grid, changes in energy use by households, transition to electric vehicles, and more, it said.
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Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy
to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian
Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset
is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu
is serving as the 9th and current Prime Minister of Israel since 2009. Reuven Rivlin is serving as the 10th and
current President of Israel since 2014.

Greens name Annalena Baerbock as candidate to succeed Merkel


Germany‘s Green party named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela Merkel,
throwing down the gauntlet to the chancellor‘s conservatives who were locked in increasingly vicious infighting for
her crown.



―Both of us want the job, but in the end, only one can do it. So, this is the moment to say that the Greens‘ first
chancellor candidate will be Annalena Baerbock,‖ said the party‘s joint co-chairman Robert Habeck.



Ms Baerbock is the first chancellor candidate ever nominated by the Greens. Yet with the party polling in
second place behind Mrs Merkel‘s divided conservatives, the Greens now have a genuine chance of becoming the
biggest party and taking the chancellery.

Germany is a country in Central Europe. It is the second-most populous country in Europe after Russia, and the
most populous member state of the European Union. The nation‘s capital and largest city is Berlin, and its financial
centre is Frankfurt; the largest urban area is the Ruhr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier is serving as the President of
Germany since 19 March 2017. Euro is the official currency of it.

Cuba gets new leader as last Castro officially retires


Cuba marked the end of an era with the official transfer of power from the Castro clan, in charge for six
decades, to the communist country‘s first civilian leader, Miguel Diaz-Canel. The transition, while hugely
symbolic, is unlikely to result in dramatic policy shifts in the one-party system that Diaz-Canel has vowed to
safeguard.



―The most revolutionary thing within the Revolution is to always defend the party, in the same way that the
party should be the greatest defender of the Revolution,‖ he said.



From retirement, Castro would give ―direction and alert to any error or deficiency, ready to confront imperialism as
he first did with his rifle,‖ said the new leader. Already Cuba‘s president since 2018, Diaz-Canel has now also
taken the most senior position of first secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba (PCC).



The pre-determined power change at a four-day PCC congress in Havana, marks a watershed for the country of
11.2 million people, many of whom have not known a leader who was not a Castro.



Fidel Castro, still revered as the country‘s father and savior, led the country from 1959 to 2006, when he fell
ill and his brother took over.

Cuba is located in the northern Caribbean where the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Ocean meet. Havana is the largest city and capital. In Cuba, until 1 January 2021, there were two currencies,
both called peso. One is the ―Cuban peso‖ (CUP) and the other is the Cuban convertible peso. On 10 December
2020, it was announced that CUCs will start to be withdrawn from circulation from 1 January 2021, leaving the
CUP as the only currency in circulation, pegged at US$1 = 24 CUP.

UK adds India to Covid travel ‗red list‘ as PM Johnson cancels trip


Britain imposed its strictest travel curbs on India after an explosion of coronavirus cases there, hours after
Prime Minister Boris Johnson called off a trip to New Delhi.



Health Secretary Matt Hancock confirmed the move in the House of Commons as he revealed that 103 cases of the
so-called Indian variant had been identified in the UK, of which the ―vast majority have links to international
travel‖.
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Hancock said India was being added to Britain‘s ―red list‖ of countries, banning all arrivals from India
except for UK or Irish nationals, who must pay to stay in a government-approved quarantine hotel for 10 days on
their return.



The long-planned trip would have been Johnson‘s first foreign visit since the start of the coronavirus pandemic
more than a year ago. It was originally scheduled for January but was postponed when infections soared in Britain.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK or
U.K.), or Britain, is a sovereign country in north-western Europe, off the north–western coast of the European
mainland. The United Kingdom includes the island of Great Britain, the north-¬eastern part of the island of Ireland,
and many smaller islands within the British Isles. The United Kingdom‘s capital is London. Boris Johnson has been
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. Elizabeth II
(Elizabeth Alexandra Mary) is Queen of the United Kingdom and 15 other Commonwealth realms. Pound
sterling is the official currency of the United Kingdom.

Human rights group urges UN to probe China for crimes against humanity


A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations China‘s government is
committing crimes against humanity in the Xinjiang region. Human Rights Watch cited reports of the mass
detention of Muslims, a crackdown on religious practices and other measures against minorities in the
northwestern region. It said they amount to crimes against humanity as defined by the treaty that established the
International Criminal Court.



China is not a member of the court and could use its veto power as a permanent U.N. Security Council
member to block action against Chinese officials, Human Rights Watch said in a report. However, the New
York-based group said the U.N. Human Rights Commission should create a body to investigate the charges,
identify those responsible and provide a road map to hold them accountable.



The Human Rights Watch report called on the European Commission to hold off on submitting a
proposed EU-China investment treaty to the European Parliament for approval until the forced labor
allegations are investigated, abuses addressed, victims compensated and progress made toward holding those
responsible accountable. Then-U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared in the final days of the Trump
administration that China was committing genocide in Xinjiang. His successor under President Joe Biden,
Antony Blinken, has retained that designation.

The United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) was a functional commission within the overall
framework of the United Nations from 1946 until it was replaced by the United Nations Human Rights Council
in 2006. It was a subsidiary body of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and was also assisted in its
work by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNOHCHR). It was the UN‘s
principal mechanism and international forum concerned with the promotion and protection of human rights.

Italy launches first ever mega food park in India


Italy has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana district of
Gujarat. The project aims to create synergy between agriculture and industry of the two countries and focuses on
the research and development of new and more efficient technologies in the sector.



With this Italy also aims to explore the great opportunities offered by the Indian market. This is the first
Italian-Indian food park project, an initiative in the food-processing field, which serves as a pillar of the
partnership between India and Italy.

Italy is located in Southern Europe and is also considered part of Western Europe. A unitary parliamentary
republic with Rome as its capital. Sergio Mattarella is serving as the current President of the Italian Republic,
since February 2015. Euro is the official currency of it.

EU Council approves conclusions on Indo-Pacific strategy


The Council of the European Union has approved conclusions on a European Union strategy for cooperation
in the Indo-Pacific to ―reinforce its strategic focus, presence and actions‖ with the aim to contribute to
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―regional stability, security, prosperity and sustainable development,‖ at a time of ―rising challenges and tensions in
the region.‖


Current dynamics in the Indo-Pacific have given rise to intense geopolitical competition adding to increasing
tensions on trade and supply chains as well as in technological, political and security areas. Human rights are also
being challenged. These developments increasingly threaten the stability and security of the region and
beyond, directly impacting on the EU‘s interests.



The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China‘s growing influence in the
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the
oceans to security and commerce.



The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security strategy, represents the most populous and economically
dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast of India to the western shores of the United States.



India has always been a country with great national ambitions and is one of the most important advocates of
the concept of ―Indo-Pacific Strategy‖. With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian
Ocean neighbours and major maritime powers of the world.



The Indian Ocean is the third-largest of the world‘s oceanic divisions, covering 70,560,000 km2 or 19.8% of
the water on Earth‘s surface. Pacific Ocean is largest ocean and deepest of Earth‘s oceanic divisions in the
world. It covers about 46% of Earth‘s water surface and about 32% of its total surface area.

The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member states that are located primarily in
Europe. EU policies aim to ensure the free movement of people, goods, services and capital within the internal
market. Passport controls have been abolished for travel within the Schengen Area. A monetary union was
established in 1999, coming into full force in 2002, and is composed of 19 EU member states which use the euro
currency. The United Kingdom became the first member state to leave the EU on 31 January 2020. The EU
traces its origins to the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European Economic Community
(EEC), established, respectively, by the 1951 Treaty of Paris and 1957 Treaty of Rome. The latest major
amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU, the Treaty of Lisbon, came into force in 2009. It is
headquartered in Brussels, Belgium. Ursula Gertrud von der Leyen is a German politician and physician who has
been the president of the European Commission since 1 December 2019. Charles Michel is a Belgian politician
serving as President of the European Council since 2019.

New Zealand Makes World‘s first Climate Change Law for Financial Firms


New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment
managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change James Shaw
said.



All banks with total assets of more than NZ$1 billion ($703 million), insurers with more than NZ$1 billion in
total assets under management, and all equity and debt issuers listed on the country‘s stock exchange will have to
make disclosures.



―We simply cannot get to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 unless the financial sector knows what impact their
investments are having on the climate,‖ Shaw said in a statement.



Around 200 of the country‘s biggest companies and several foreign firms that meet the NZ$1 billion threshold will
come under the legislation. Disclosures will be required for financial years beginning next year once the law is
passed, meaning that the first reports will be made by companies in 2023.

New Zealand is an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Wellington is the capital city. Jacinda
Ardern is the current New Zealand Prime Minister. The New Zealand dollar is the official currency and legal
tender of New Zealand

India and Germany sign agreement on ‗Cities combating plastic entering the marine environment


India and Germany have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic
Entering the Marine Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony.
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This project is envisaged under the contours of the Joint Declaration of Intent regarding cooperation in the field
of ‗Prevention of Marine Litter‘ signed between Republic of India and Federal Republic of Germany in 2019.



The project, aimed at enhancing practices to prevent plastic entering the marine environment, will be
undertaken at the national level (at MoHUA), select states and UTs (Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Andaman & Nicobar
Islands) and in the cities of Kanpur, Kochi and Port Blair for a period of three and a half years.



The project‘s outcomes are completely in line with the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban focusing
on sustainable solid waste management. It is estimated that 15-20% of all plastics are entering oceans via
riverine ecosystems of which 90% are contributed by 10 of the world‘s most polluting rivers. Two of these
river systems are located in India, namely Ganga and Brahmaputra.

Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 would be implemented over five years — from 2021 to 2026. Focus: Following
are focus areas of Mission: Faecal sludge management and waste water treatment, Source segregation of
garbage, Reduction in single-use plastic, Reduction in air pollution by effectively managing waste from
construction and demolition activities and Bioremediation of all legacy dump sites.

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) released its 2021 annual
report.


The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission,
has released its 2021 annual report. The report designated 14 countries as ―countries of particular concern
(CPCs)‖ as ―their governments are engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of
religious freedom.‖ This includes India.



Observations made about religious freedom in India by USCIRF: This year, USCIRF said that religious freedom
conditions in India ―continued their negative trajectory‖.



The government promoted Hindu nationalist policies resulting in systematic, ongoing, and egregious
violations of religious freedom.



It particularly noted the passage of the ―religiously discriminatory‖ Citizenship Amendment Act. The report
indicated that there was seeming police complicity in the Delhi riots.



Further, the report alleged that ―government action including the acquittal of all individuals accused of
demolishing the Babri Masjid mosque—as well as government inaction to address religious violence contributed
to a culture of impunity for those promulgating hate and violence toward religious minorities.

Philippines‘ South China Sea task force deploys more ships and aircraft to protect maritime
territory and resources






Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force
has said that they are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the
nation‘s 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).
The statement added that the Philippines‘ President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered authorities to continue
sovereignty patrols, and intensify operations against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in its territorial
waters.
The Philippines has filed several diplomatic protests over Chinese activities in the South China Sea, with the
latest accusing its neighbour of illegal fishing and massing more than 240 boats within its EEZ.

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as prescribed by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea,
is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of marine
resources, including energy production from water and wind. It stretches from the baseline out to 200 nautical
miles (nmi) from the coast of the state in question. It is also referred to as a maritime continental margin and, in
colloquial usage, may include the continental shelf. The term does not include either the territorial sea or the
continental shelf beyond the 200 nautical mile limit. The difference between the territorial sea and the exclusive
economic zone is that the first confers full sovereignty over the waters, whereas the second is merely a ―sovereign
right‖ which refers to the coastal state‘s rights below the surface of the sea.
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Henley Passport Index 2021 released


Amid the rising COVID-19 cases and subsequent restrictions on travel overseas, when many countries are
banning individuals from worst-hit nations, the Henley Passport Index on April 17 released its list of the most
powerful passports.



India stands at number 84 on the list, as the Indian citizens can visit Visa-Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 58
places. Japan, Singapore and Germany, South Korea stand in Top 3 respectively.



The Henley Passport Index releases list which measures the world‘s most travel-friendly passports. The index
ranks the countries based on how strong their passport is.

Saudi Arabia to join ‗Net Zero Producers Forum‘ on climate change


Saudi Arabia will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero Producers
Forum‘ for oil and gas producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris Agreement
on climate change.



Saudi Arabia, the world‘s biggest crude exporter, will be part of the new platform, which will discuss ways to
achieve net zero carbon emission targets to limit global warming. In the past, Saudi Arabia‘s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman has said the kingdom aims to reduce its carbon emissions by generating 50% of the
country‘s energy from renewables by 2030.



US President Joe Biden unveiled plans to cut emissions by 50%-52% from 2005 levels at the start of a two-day
climate summit kicked off on Earth Day and attended virtually by leaders of 40 countries.

Saudi Arabia is a sovereign Arab state in Western Asia. Saudi Arabia is the largest country in the Middle East.
Riyadh is the capital and most populous city of Saudi Arabia. Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has been King of
Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, and Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques since 23 January 2015.
Mohammad bin Salman is the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, also serving as First Deputy Prime Minister,
President of the Council for Economic and Development Affairs and Minister of Defense—the world‘s youngest
office holder at the time. Saudi riyal is the currency of Saudi Arabia.

------------------
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE

Economy News
WEF‘s gender gap index: India slips 28 places, ranks 140 among 156 countries


India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among 156 countries in the World Economic Forum‘s Global
Gender Gap Report 2021, becoming the third-worst performer in South Asia.



According to the report, India has closed 62.5 per cent of its gender gap till date. The country had ranked 112 th
among 153 countries in the Global Gender Gap Index 2020.



Noting that the decline also took place on the economic participation and opportunity subindex, albeit to a lesser
extent, the report said India‘s gender gap on this dimension widened by 3 per cent this year, leading to a 32.6
per cent gap closed till date.



Most of the decline occurred on the political empowerment subindex, where India regressed 13.5 percentage
points, with a significant decline in the number of women ministers (from 23.1 per cent in 2019 to 9.1 per
cent in 2021).



―Among the drivers of this decline is a decrease in women‘s labour force participation rate, which fell from 24.8 per
cent to 22.3 per cent. In addition, the share of women in professional and technical roles declined further to 29.2 per
cent.



The share of women in senior and managerial positions also remains low: only 14.6 per cent of these positions are
held by women and there are only 8.9 per cent firms with female top managers‖.

The World Economic Forum (WEF), based in Cologny-Geneva, Switzerland, was founded in 1971 as a not-forprofit organization. It gained formal status in January 2015 under the Swiss Host-State Act, confirming the role
of the Forum as an International Institution for Public-Private Cooperation. Klaus Martin Schwab is a German
engineer and economist best known as the founder and executive chairman of the World Economic Forum.

Changes in income tax rules to come into force


Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had announced some changes in the income tax rules, presenting
Union Budget 2021-22, which are set to come into force.



Senior citizens of the age 75 and above with income from pension and interest from fixed deposit in the same
bank would be exempted from filing income tax return (ITR). Interest earned on Provident Fund
contributions above Rs five lakh in a year will be taxable. n the Budget for 2021-22, the Finance Minister had
capped the tax-free interest earned on Provident Fund contributions by employees and employers together to
a maximum of Rs two and half lakh in a year.



She then raised the limit for tax exemption on interest earned on provident fund contributions by employees
to Rs five lakh per annum in specified cases. To ease the filing of returns and to facilitate taxpayers, it has been
announced that in the fiscal year 2021-22 the individual taxpayers will be given pre-filled ITR forms.
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In order to ease compliance for the taxpayer, details of salary income, tax payments and TDS already come prefilled in income tax returns. To further ease filing of returns, details of capital gains from listed securities,
dividend income, and interest from banks and post offices will also be pre-filled.

Nirmala Sitharaman is the current Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs of India. She is currently a
member of the Rajya Sabha from Karnataka. Sitharaman formerly served as the Defence Minister of India,
thereby becoming India‘s second female defence minister and also the second female finance minister
after Indira Gandhi, and first full-time female Finance Minister. Sitharaman featured in the Forbes 2020 list of
100 most powerful women and ranked the 41st in the world.

Global Wind Report 2021


In this special edition of GWEC‘s 16th annual flagship report ahead of the crucial COP26 conference in
November 2021, the Global Wind Report 2021 highlights wind power‘s role on the road to net zero.



2020 was the best year in history for the global wind industry with 93 GW of new capacity installed – a 53
per cent year-on-year increase – but this growth is not sufficient to ensure the world achieves net zero by 2050.
The world needs to be installing wind power three times faster over the next decade in order to stay on a net zero
pathway and avoid the worst impacts of climate change.



Through technology innovations and economies of scale, the global wind power market has nearly quadrupled
in size over the past decade and established itself as one of the most cost-competitive and resilient power
sources across the world. The companies are currently looking for partners interested in developing production of
the biomaterial and commercialising it for global markets.



The report has been published by Global Wind Energy Council on March 25, 2021. The report also warns that
in order to achieve the global climate goals and limit global warming to below 2 degrees, it would be
important to increase the speed of new wind power installations.



India has a new renewable energy target of 175 GW by 2022 which also includes the 60 GW onshore wind
energy. Till now 39 GW of wind energy has been installed.

World's first volcano CAT bond launched


The world‘s first catastrophe bond for volcano-related disasters has been issued on behalf of the Danish Red
Cross and was built on collaboration between private and humanitarian sectors with the support of
philanthropic foundations, according to Howden Group Holdings.



The international insurance group is bolstering the program through its charitable foundation, financial lines and
reinsurance divisions. The CAT bond aims to ―mobilize humanitarian assistance from global capital markets,
transforming the way disaster aid is activated and deployed,‖ according to a release.



The goal is to raise $3 million in capital from investors, according to Howden, which reported the program will
use advanced modeling and blockchain technology to raise funds and release aid more quickly and effectively.

Furnishing 6 digits HSN Code or SAC made mandatory for GST taxpayers with more than Rs 5
crore turnover


Government of India has made mandatory that a GST taxpayer having turnover of more than 5 crore rupees
in the preceding financial year will have to furnish 6 digits Harmonised System of Nomenclature HSN Code,
or Service Accounting Code, SAC on the invoices issued for supplies of taxable goods and services.



A taxpayer having turnover of upto Rs 5 crore in the preceding financial year is required to mandatorily
furnish 4 digits HSN code on B2B invoices. Earlier, the requirement was 4 digits and 2 digits. HSN codes for
goods at 6 digits are universally common. Therefore, common HSN codes apply to Customs and GST. HSN
search facility is available on the GST portal.



Manufacturers and importers or exporters have been commonly using HSN Codes. Manufacturers were furnishing
these codes even in the pre-GST regime. Importers and exporters have been furnishing these codes in import or
export documents.
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Traders would mostly be using HSN codes furnished in the invoices issued to them by the manufacturer or importer
suppliers. A large number of GST taxpayers are already furnishing HS codes or SAC at 6 or 8 digits on
voluntary basis on the invoices, e -way bills and GSTR 1 returns.

The GST tax came into effect from July 1, 2017 through the implementation of One Hundred and First
Amendment of the Constitution of India by the Indian government. The tax replaced existing multiple cascading
taxes levied by the central and state governments. The GST has a four-tier structure for taxation of services, 5,
12, 18 and 28 per cent, in line with what has been done for goods. As per Article 279A (1) of the amended
Constitution, the GST Council has to be constituted by the President within 60 days of the commencement of
Article 279A. GST Council is headed by Union Finance Minister.

Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator
Lab sign MoU


Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a
MoU with the aim to build a blockchain based traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance
transparency in supply chain and trade.



Blockchain is a decentralized process of recording transactions on an open and shared electronic ledger. This
allows for ease and transparency in data management across a complex network, including, farmers, brokers,
distributors, processors, retailers, regulators, and consumers, thus simplifying the supply chain.



It will allow farmers just as all other members of the supply chain to access the information which further
makes the entire supply chain more efficient and equitable.



UNDP and Spices Board India are working towards integrating the Blockchain Traceability Interface with
the e-Spice Bazaar portal developed by Spices Board India for connecting spices farmers with markets.
Design of the Blockchain interface is expected to be completed by next month.

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the United Nations‘ global development network. It
promotes technical and investment cooperation among nations and advocates for change and connects countries to
knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life for themselves. The UNDP provides expert
advice, training and grants support to developing countries, with increasing emphasis on assistance to the least
developed countries. The UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from UN member states. It is
based in New York.

India attracts total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021


India has attracted total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021. It is the highest
ever for the first ten months of a financial year and 15 per cent higher compared to the first ten months of
2019-20.



Measures taken by the government on FDI policy reforms, investment facilitation and ease of doing business
have resulted in increased FDI inflows. FDI equity inflow grew by 28 per cent in the first ten months of 2020-21
compared to the year ago period.



Singapore was the top source of foreign direct investment (FDI) into India in the first nine months of FY21 at
$15.7 billion, followed by the US at $12.82 billion with Mauritius at the third position at $3.47 billion.



Gujarat garnered the highest share of FDI in the period at $21.23 billion followed by Maharashtra at $13.63
billion. In the October 2019-December 2020 period, FDI in Gujarat was $23.8 billion and in Maharashtra, $20.89
billion.



Computer software and hardware was the biggest gainer and garnered FDI worth $24.38 billion in the AprilDecember period of FY21. Construction witnessed the second largest FDI inflows at $7.14 billion. Services sector
that includes banking, financial and insurance, drew $3.85 billion of FDI during the period.
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On 17 April 2020, India changed its foreign direct investment (FDI) policy to protect Indian companies from
―opportunistic takeovers/acquisitions of Indian companies due to the current COVID-19 pandemic‖, according
to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. While the new FDI policy does not restrict markets,
the policy ensures that all FDI will now be under scrutiny of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

West Bengal is the highest contributor to small savings schemes


West Bengal is the highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes with a share of over 15%
in deposits at post offices and banks. With the West Bengal assembly elections under way, the state‘s contribution
to small savings schemes could have been one of the trigger points for the government to roll back interest rate cuts
in less than 12 hours of announcing them.



According to data released by the National Savings Institute under the Ministry of Finance, the top 10 states
contributed over 72% to the collections by post offices and banks under several schemes, including the Post
Office Savings Account (POSA), Public Provident Fund (PPF) and more.

IMF upgrades India‘s growth forecast to 12.5 percent in 2021 backed by recovery and
vaccination drive


The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to 12.5 per cent for
Financial Year 2021-22. In its latest World Economic Outlook report, the IMF has pegged India‘s GDP to grow 1
per cent higher than its previous report published in January this year.



The Washington-based International Financial Institution has projected a contraction of 8 percent in the
growth in the last fiscal while it has forecasted a growth of 6.9 per cent in the next financial year beginning in
2022.



IMF has also said that inflation will taper down to 4.9 per cent in the current financial year. The rollout of
COVID-19 vaccines and vast sums of government aid will accelerate global economic growth to a record high this
year in a powerful rebound from the pandemic recession, the International Monetary Fund said in its latest forecast.

Andorra has joined the International Monetary Fund (IMF), to become its 190 th member. Andorra is a microstate
situated between France and Spain. However, it is the largest microstate in Europe. The International Monetary
Fund (IMF) is an organization of 190 countries, working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial
stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce
poverty around the world. Created in 1945, the IMF is governed by and accountable to the 190 countries that make
up its near-global membership. Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, from Bulgaria, is Managing Director and Chairman of
the Executive Board of International Monetary Fund (IMF) from October 1, 2019. Prominent Indian-American
economist Gita Gopinath has joined as the chief economist of the International Monetary Fund, becoming the
first woman to occupy the top post at the global lender. The latest currency that was added to the basket of
currencies by the International Monetary Fund to determine the value of XDR is the Chinese renminbi in 2016.
The other international currencies in the basket of currencies are British Pound, Japanese Yen, US Dollar, and
Euro. XDR is the currency code of Special Drawing Rights.

IMF policy panel endorses $650-bn increase in resources


The International Monetary Fund has authorised a $650 billion expansion of the 190-nation lending
institution‘s resources with the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the
coronavirus pandemic.



IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the $650 billion increase in reserves is the largest in IMF
history. The move will provide badly needed reserves for poor countries struggling with deep recessions caused by
the pandemic and the need to obtain and administer millions of doses of vaccines, she said.



By comparison, to combat the global recession that followed the 2008 financial crisis, the IMF agreed to an
increase of $250 billion in the IMF‘s reserves of what are known at the agency as Special Drawing Rights.
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Haryana allots 140 acre land to Flipkart for setting up its largest fulfilment centre in Asia


The Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for
setting up its largest fulfilment centre in Asia, having a covered area of 3 million square feet in Patli Hajipur in
Gurugram district‘s Manesar. The land, belonging to Haryana State Industrial and Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited (HSIIDC), has been allotted at a price of Rs 3.22 crore per acre.

Flipkart is an Indian e-commerce company, headquartered in Bangalore, Karnataka, India, and incorporated in
Singapore as a private limited company. In August 2018, U.S.-based retail chain Walmart acquired an 77%
controlling stake in Flipkart for US$16 billion, valuing Flipkart at around $20 billion. Flipkart was founded in
October 2007 by Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal, alumni of the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi and former
Amazon employees.

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact


India had ―a crucial role‖ to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of increasing
global instability, Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue, held virtually
this year and hosted by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with India‘s Ministry of External Affairs.
The theme for the 2021 Edition is ―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖.



Balakrishnan said he hoped India would ‗reassess‘ its stand on regional trading agreements such as the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact that India withdrew from it in 2019.



India withdrew from the RCEP largely because of concerns it would open it up to Chinese goods amid an
already wide trade imbalance with China, and the failure of the agreement to adequately open up to services.



India believes its concerns weren‘t adequately addressed. India has been raising the issue of market access
along with a protected list of goods and services to shield the domestic economy. With China as a major
economy in RCEP, cheap imports may come into India if it removes duties on goods, since we have a sizeable
trade deficit with China. The experience of opening up of 74% of Indian market to ASEAN while richer
countries like Indonesia opening only 50% of their economy to India also makes it sceptical about such pacts.

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is essentially a China-led initiative for a regional
trading bloc that will comprise of one third of the world‘s population and 29% of the world‘s GDP. A regional
trading bloc is essentially a co-operative union where a group of countries agree to protect its member nations from
imports of other non-members. The purpose of this trading partnership is to give preferential treatment for
trade between the member countries either through lower tariffs, preferential market access, customs union or free
trade in specific sectors. The RCEP came into force in November 2020 without India. The signatories of the
agreement include 10 ASEAN countries – Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Brunei, Laos, Myanmar and the Philippines and 5 key partners (China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New
Zealand).

India‘s public debt level among highest in emerging economies


As per Moody‘s Investors Service, India‘s public debt level is among the highest in emerging economies with
a quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest.



Public debt is the total amount borrowed by the government of a country. In the Indian context, public debt
includes the total liabilities of the Union government that have to be paid from the Consolidated Fund of
India. It excludes liabilities contracted against Public Account.



The Union government describes those of its liabilities as public debt, which are contracted against the
Consolidated Fund of India. This is as per Article 292 of the Constitution. Public debt is the total amount,
including total liabilities, borrowed by the government to meet its development budget. The sources of public
debt are dated government securities (G-Secs), treasury bills, external assistance, and short-term borrowings.
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High-level panel headed by NITI Aayog member to hold talks with stakeholders over agri-food
systems


A high-level interdepartmental group under a NITI Aayog member has been constituted to conduct national
dialogues with stakeholders of agri-food systems for exploring national pathways towards creating
sustainable and equitable food systems in India and suitably contribute to transformation in global food systems.



The consultative processes shall culminate in the Food Systems Summit in September 2021 in which the Prime
Minister is likely to participate along with other global leaders, the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare said in a release.



The United Nations Secretary-General has called for the first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in
September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realise the
vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



The Summit will focus on levers and pathways to shape food systems nationally and globally to accelerate
progress in the SDGs. The release said that India owes a paramount stake in this Food System Summit. ―India has
volunteered, but not limited to, to the Action Track 4: Advance Equitable Livelihoods for the UN Food
System Summit 2021,‖ it said.



To take the process further, it said the government has constituted the Group under Chairmanship of Ramesh
Chand along with the representatives from Ministries of Agriculture and Farmers‘ Welfare (MoAFW), Rural
Development and others.

Piyush Goyal chairs first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council


Trade minister Piyush Goyal chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up
to advice the government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and
startups in the country.



In his inaugural address, Goyal said that this council shall act as the guiding light for many budding startup
entrepreneurs in India. He said that this is the first time in our nation‘s history where such a high-powered
team of people from the private sector and the government have come together, so that they take their own
policy decisions.

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) in January had constituted the Council to
drive sustainable economic growth and generate large scale employment opportunities. The National Startup
Advisory Council will be chaired by the Minster for Commerce & Industry. The Council will consist of the nonofficial members, to be nominated by the Central Government. The nominees of the concerned
Ministries/Departments/Organisations, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the Government of India, will be exofficio members of the Council.

India ranks 49th in Inclusive Internet Index 2021


The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet
Index 2021. India has been ranked at 49th spot globally. It shares its rank with Thailand.



This index measures the extent to which the internet is available and affordable by region, and highlights
additional insight into how people around the world are using the web.



Top 5 Countries: Sweden, United States, Spain, Australia and Hong Kong. The ‗Inclusive Internet Index‘
surveyed 120 countries, representing 98 per cent of global GDP and 96 per cent of the global population.



The overall Index score is based on four parameters, which are: Availability, Affordability, Relevance and
Readiness categories. The Inclusive Internet Index is commissioned by Facebook and developed by The
Economist Intelligence Unit.

Facebook is an American technology conglomerate based in Menlo Park, California. It was founded by Mark
Zuckerberg, along with his fellow roommates and students at Harvard College, who were Eduardo Saverin,
Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, originally as TheFacebook.com—today‘s Facebook, a
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popular global social networking service. It is one of the world‘s most valuable companies. It is considered one of
the Big Five companies in U.S. information technology, with Google, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. Facebook
offers other products and services beyond its social networking platform, including Facebook Messenger, Facebook
Watch, and Facebook Portal. It also has acquired Instagram, WhatsApp, Oculus, Giphy and Mapillary, and has
a 9.9% stake in Jio Platforms.

The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) launched


The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) has been launched. The Fund aims to provide financial
assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype development, product trials, market entry, and
commercialization.



945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to eligible startups through
eligible incubators across India. The scheme is expected to support an estimated 3,600 startups through 300
incubators. Nodal Department is Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade.



The SISFS will Secure seed funding, Inspire innovation, Support transformative ideas, Facilitate
implementation, and Start startup revolution. The Scheme will create a robust startup ecosystem, particularly in
Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India, which are often deprived of adequate funding.

Startup India is an initiative of the Government of India. The campaign was first announced by Indian Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi during his speech in 15 August 2015. The action plan of this initiative is focussing on
three areas: 1. Simplification and Handholding. 2. Funding Support and Incentives. 3. Industry-Academia
Partnership and Incubation. An additional area relating to this initiative is to discard restrictive States
Government policies within this domain, such as License Raj, Land Permissions, Foreign Investment Proposals,
and Environmental Clearances. It was organized by The Department for promotion of industry and internal
trade (DPI&IT).

India‘s export of Agricultural and allied commodities shows an impressive increase of 18.49 per
cent during 2020-2021


India has witnessed an impressive increase of almost 18.5 per cent in export of Agricultural and allied
products during April 2020 to February 2021 as compared to the same period, the previous year.



The country had witnessed tremendous growth of 727 per cent in Wheat export and 132 per cent in NonBasmati Rice export, despite the prevalence of COVID-19 pandemic. The imports of Agricultural and allied
commodities during this period witnessed a slight increase of 2.93 per cent. During this period, despite COVID-19,
the balance of trade in agriculture has favorably increased. The commodities which posted significant positive
growth in exports were wheat,Other Cereals,Rice (other than Basmati), Soya meal, Spices, Sugar, Raw Cotton,
Fresh Vegetable, Processed Vegetables, and Alcoholic Beverages etc.

The agriculture contribution in India‘s GDP in 2019 is 15.96 percent. According to latest report, agriculture is
primary source of livelihood for 58% population in India. The Primary sector of the economy includes any
industry involved in the extraction and production of raw materials, such as farming, logging, hunting, fishing,
and mining. India is a global agricultural powerhouse. It is the world‘s largest producer of milk, pulses, and spices,
and has the world‘s largest cattle herd (buffaloes), as well as the largest area under wheat, rice and cotton. It is
the second largest producer of rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, farmed fish, sheep & goat meat, fruit, vegetables
and tea. Narendra Singh Tomar is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Minister of Rural
Development in the Second Modi ministry. He is a member of the 17th Lok Sabha from Morena, Madhya Pradesh.

Indian pharma exports grow at 18% to 24.44 billion dollars in FY 21


India‘s pharma exports jumped over 18 percent to 24.4 billion dollars during the last financial year in
comparison to the 2020 fiscal year. According to the Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of India data,
North America was the largest exporting region for Indian pharmaceuticals companies with more than 34
percent exports to the region.
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Country-wise, exports to Canada registered the highest growth of 30 percent, followed by South Africa at
28%. US and Mexico also recorded a healthy growth of 12.6, and 21.4 percent respectively.

India‘s decision to selectively allow export is a step as India would be recognised as a globally responsible
stakeholder in the fight against the pandemic and reaffirms India‘s designation of pharmacy to the world. India
enjoys an important position in the global pharmaceuticals sector, as India is the largest provider of generic drugs
globally. The Indian pharmaceutical industry meets over 50% of global demand for various vaccines, 40% of
generic demand in the U.S. and 25% of all medicine in the U.K.

Fitch affirms India‘s rating at ‗BBB-‘; outlook negative due to Covid surge


Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at
‗BBB-‘ with a negative outlook. India‘s rating balances a still strong medium-term growth outlook and external
resilience from solid foreign reserve buffers, against high public debt, a weak financial sector, and some lagging
structural factors, Fitch said.



The negative outlook reflects lingering uncertainty around the debt trajectory, following the sharp
deterioration in India‘s public finance metrics because of the pandemic from a previous position of limited
fiscal headroom, it added.



Wider fiscal deficits, and government plans for only a gradual narrowing of the deficit, put greater onus on
India‘s ability to return to high levels of economic growth over the medium term to stabilise and bring down
the debt ratio.



India‘s gross domestic Product (GDP) is expected to grow 12.8 per cent in the financial year 2021-22 (FY22),
and will moderate to 5.8 per cent in FY23, Fitch said.
------------------
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Banks in News
RBI decides to publish Financial Inclusion Index


The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. To begin with, The FI index
will be published annually in July for the previous financial year.



Financial Inclusion has been a thrust area for the Government, RBI and other regulators, with significant
progress made over the years. This index will be used to measure the extent of financial inclusion in the
country.



It will use various parameters and shall reflect the broadening and deepening of financial inclusion in the
country. Financial Inclusion has been viewed as a key enabler for achieving inclusive and sustainable
development worldwide.

Financial inclusion means the availability and equality of opportunities to access financial services. It refers to a
process through which individuals and businesses can access appropriate, affordable and timely financial products and
services. The financial products and services include equity, banking, loan and insurance products. The
Government initiated the National Mission for Financial Inclusion (NMFI), namely, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) in August, 2014 to provide universal banking services for every unbaked household, based on
the guiding principles of banking the unbanked, securing the unsecured, funding the unfunded and serving unserved
and underserved areas. In order to move towards creating a universal social security system for all Indians,
especially the poor and the under-privileged, three ambitious Jan Suraksha Schemes or Social Security Schemes
pertaining to Insurance and Pension Sector were announced by the Government in the Budget for 2015-16. The
schemes were launched on 9th May, 2015, for providing life & accident risk insurance and social security at a very
affordable cost namely (a) Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana and (b) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Yojana and (c) Atal Pension Yojana. Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana to protect elderly aged 60 years
and above was initially opened for subscription for a period of one year i.e. from 4 th May 2017 to 3rd May 2018.

RBI sets up regulatory review authority to review regulations, ease compliance


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to
review its regulations internally and in consultation with other stakeholders.



The authority has been christened as such because it follows a similar exercise conducted in 1999-2000. Deputy
Governor M Rajeshwar Rao has been appointed as the head of the RRA which would be set up for a period of
one year from May 1, 2021, unless its tenure is extended.



The central bank had set up an RRA initially for a period of one year from April 1, 1999 for reviewing the
regulations, circulars, reporting systems, based on the feedback from public, banks and financial institutions.



The recommendations of the RRA enabled streamlining and increasing the effectiveness of several
procedures, simplifying regulatory prescriptions, paved the way for issuance of master circulars and reduced
reporting burden on regulated entities, the RBI said.

RBI committee to help ARCs realize their full potential


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs) to help them realize their full potential, governor Shaktikanta Das said.



―Asset reconstruction companies play an important role in the resolution of stressed assets. Their potential
however is yet to be fully realized. It is therefore proposed to constitute a committee to undertake a comprehensive
review of the working of ARCs and recommend measures to enable these entities to meet the growing requirements
of the financial sector‖.



Last year, the central bank had rejected a resolution plan submitted by UV Asset Reconstruction Co Ltd for
acquiring assets of Aircel, citing that the plan does not conform to the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securities Interest (Sarfaesi) Act. The UV ARC resolution plan involved the
ARC getting a 76% stake in the company in the first five years, with the financial creditors getting the rest.
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Bankers lauded RBI‘s move to set up a panel to review the working of ARCs and said it would help stressed asset
resolution. Banks in India are saddled with bad loans of Rs.7.38 trillion, a number that is expected to rise in
the coming months as covid-19 makes a comeback.

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First World
War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the Hilton
Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission on
Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-headed
government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a further six
banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. Deshmukh
was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

RBI sets up committee to review ARC rules


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs) in stressed debt resolution and review their business model.



The panel has to submit its report within three months after its first meeting. Headed by former RBI executive
director Sudarshan Sen, the six-member panel comprises Vishakha Mulye, executive director, ICICI Bank, P N
Prasad, former deputy managing director of State Bank of India, Rohit Prasad, professor of economics,
Management Development Institute, Gurugram, Abizer Diwanji, partner, Ernst and Young, and chartered
accountant R Anand.



The committee will review the existing legal and regulatory framework and recommend measures to improve
the efficacy of ARCs. It will also review their role in stressed asset resolution under the Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code (IBC), and suggest means to improve liquidity and trading of security receipts.

Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) from banks and financial institutions so that they can clean up their balance sheets. This helps banks to
concentrate in normal banking activities. Banks rather than going after the defaulters by wasting their time and
effort, can sell the bad assets to the ARCs at a mutually agreed value.

RBI approves Atanu Chakraborty as HDFC Bank‘s part-time chairman


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Atanu Chakraborty as the part-time chairman of HDFC
Bank. The appointment is for a period of three years and follows the exit of previous chairperson, Shymala
Gopinath in December last year.



Chakraborty is a 1985 batch IAS officer from the Gujarat cadre. He has a post-graduate diploma in business
finance and an MBA from the UK. Chakraborty served as the managing director and executive director of Gujarat
State Petronet Limited from November 6, 2014, to April 11, 2016. He served in the districts of Vadodara and
Sabarkantha, and was collector of Amreli.



Chakraborty also served on the Board of World Bank as alternate Governor as well as on the Central Board of
Directors of the Reserve Bank of India. Also, he was the Chairman of National Infrastructure Investment Fund
(NIIF) as also on the Board of many listed companies. Chakraborty was also the CEO/MD of the GSPC
group of companies as well as Gujarat State Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd.

RBI gets applications for ‗on tap‘ licences


The Reserve Bank of India has received four applications each for on-tap universal private bank licences and
small finance bank licences. This is part of the RBI‘s guidelines for such licences released in August 2016 and
December 2019 respectively. According to the guidelines released by the central bank in August 2016:



Eligible entities seeking universal bank licences must be: 1. Individuals/entities with at least 10 years of
experience in banking and finance at a senior level or private companies or groups with at least 10 years of
successful track record. 2. Groups or companies applying for such licences must have assets of Rs 5,000 crore
or above and the non-financial businesses don‘t account for 40% or more of these assets.
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To be eligible to apply for a small finance bank licence: 1. Individuals must have at least 10 years of
experience in the banking and finance sector at senior levels. 2. Groups, companies, existing payments banks,
non-banking finance companies, microfinance companies, local area banks and cooperative banks applying
for these licenses must have at least five years of successful track record.

RBI decides to publish Financial Inclusion Index


The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. To begin with, The FI index
will be published annually in July for the previous financial year.



Financial Inclusion has been a thrust area for the Government, RBI and other regulators, with significant
progress made over the years. This index will be used to measure the extent of financial inclusion in the
country.



It will use various parameters and shall reflect the broadening and deepening of financial inclusion in the country.
Financial Inclusion has been viewed as a key enabler for achieving inclusive and sustainable development
worldwide.
The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First
World War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the
Hilton Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission
on Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhiheaded government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a
further six banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D.
Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

RBI committee to help ARCs realize their full potential


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs) to help them realize their full potential, governor Shaktikanta Das said. ―Asset
reconstruction companies play an important role in the resolution of stressed assets. Their potential however is yet
to be fully realized. It is therefore proposed to constitute a committee to undertake a comprehensive review of
the working of ARCs and recommend measures to enable these entities to meet the growing requirements
of the financial sector,‖.

Airtel Payments Bank announces ‗Rewards123‘ savings account


Airtel Payments Bank announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and value to
customers when they transact digitally using the bank account. Customers can get ‗Rewards123‘ at an
annual fee of Rs 299 and avail benefits ranging from certain cashback per month on payments for prepaid
recharges, post-paid, broadband, landline, and DTH bill payments, load money benefits and shopping rewards.
Other benefits include zero minimum balance, and freePlatinum Online Mastercard Debit Card.



Announcing the ‗Rewards123‘ digital savings account, Airtel in a statement said this is ―designed to offer
consistent value, with assured rewards on different types of digital transactions throughout the year‖. The new
savings bank account offers regular benefits throughout the year up to Rs 960.

Union Bank of India launches ―Uni-Carbon Card‖


Union Bank of India launched ―UNI – CARBON CARD‖, an HPCL co-branded credit card on the Rupay
platform of NPCI.



―It is a unique card designed with association one of the largest Public Sector Bank, Union Bank of India and
HPCL, a leader is fuel retail and Rupay – India‘s largest card payment network. It will create an opportunity to
create value for the customers.‖
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Union Bank of India is one of the largest Indian government-owned banks of India with 120+ million customers
and a total business of US$106 billion. After the amalgamation with Corporation Bank and Andhra Bank, which
came into effect on 1 April 2020, the amalgamated entity becomes the fourth largest bank in terms of branch
network. Union Bank of India (Union Bank) was registered on 11 November 1919 as a limited company
in Mumbai and was inaugurated by Mahatma Gandhi.

Banks to decline Auto Pay Transactions from April 1


Banks are likely to decline auto payments from April 1 as all recurring transactions using cards and prepaid
payment instruments will now require an additional factor of authentication, as per an RBI circular first issued in
December 2020.



Transactions above Rs. 5,000 will require an additional one-time password. A notification will be sent to
customers five days before an automatic payment is scheduled and the transaction will go ahead only if approved by
the user.



If banks decline automatic payments, the users will have to make manual transactions to complete their bill
payments. People use recurring mandates on debit/credit cards to pay for bills and subscription services such as
OTT streaming, media, utility and postpaid services.



Rejection of payment is likely to cause a huge disruption, with estimates suggesting that transactions worth
about Rs. 2,000 crore could fail from April 1. UPI transactions will, however, remain unaffected by the new rule.
The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First
World War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the
Hilton Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission
on Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhiheaded government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a
further six banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D.
Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

Dubai‘s top Bank is said to raise Gulf‘s First Sustainable Loan


Emirates NBD PJSC is raising around $1.75 billion in the Gulf region‘s first sustainability-linked loan to
refinance existing debt, according to people with knowledge of the plans.



Dubai‘s biggest bank has shaved off about 25 to 30 basis points in the overall cost of the three-year loan, two
of the people said, asking not to be identified because the information is private.

SBI signs loan agreement of $1 billion with JBIC, taking total facility to $2 billion


State Bank of India signed a loan agreement of $1 billion with Japan Bank for International Cooperation
(JBIC), taking the total facility to $2 billion, including $1 billion which was signed last year in October 2020.



The loan is intended to promote smooth flow of funds for the whole range of business operations of Japanese
automobile manufacturers in India.



JBIC is a policy-based financial institution, wholly owned by the Japanese government, with the objective of
contributing to the sound development of Japan, the international economy and society.

On April 1, 2017, the State Bank of India, which was India‘s largest bank, merged with five of its associate banks
(State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State Bank of Patiala and State
Bank of Travancore), and with the Bharatiya Mahila Bank. Dinesh Kumar Khara is the current chairman of the
State Bank of India (SBI). Imperial Bank of India was the oldest and the largest commercial bank of the Indian
subcontinent, and was subsequently transformed into State Bank of India in 1955.
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IFSC codes, MICR codes of these PSU banks will change from April 1


The IFSC and MICR code will change for some banks and will remain the same for others. For banks like
Union Bank of India, the account number has not changed. Only the IFSC code has changed. You will again
need to check with your bank to get clarity on what has changed and what has not.



Accordingly, you will need to change your ECS instructions for loans and other payments such as life
insurance and mutual fund investments. If you have taken a loan from the merging banks, the anchor bank will
streamline the process.



For some, there could be updated terms and conditions and rates. If you are not intimated yet, follow up with the
bank. As far as fixed deposits are concerned, banks will not change the interest rates mid-way. But on renewal, the
anchor bank may align the rates with theirs. With most of these merged banks, customers can continue to use
their old cards till expiry, following which the new bank's cards would be issued.

India's first cardless ATM facility launched


NCR Corporation, the maker of automated teller machines (ATMs), launched the first interoperable cardless
cash-withdrawal (ICCW) solution in collaboration with City Union Bank.



The system is based on Unified Payments Interface (UPI) platform. The bank has upgraded its 1,500 ATMs
with the facility which will be QR code-based.

NCR Corporation, previously known as National Cash Register, is an American software, managed and
professional services, consulting and technology company that also makes self-service kiosks, point-of-sale
terminals, automated teller machines, check processing systems, and barcode scanners. The company is
headquartered in Georgia, USA.

World Bank predicts India‘s real GDP growth for fiscal year 2021-22 to range from 7.5 to 12.5
per cent


The World Bank has raised Indian GDP growth prediction for 2021-22 fiscal to 10.1 per cent from 5.4 per
cent projected in January 2021.



The international bank said, given the significant uncertainty amid Covid-19 effects on the economy, the real India
GDP growth could be in the range from 7.5 per cent to 12.5 per cent.



The World Bank in its South Asia Economic Focus Spring update report said that it has revised the projection
amid a strong rebound in private consumption and investment growth.



The international bank noted that government consumption is expected to rise by about 16.7 per cent during
the reported fiscal. The World Bank, however, sounded a warning as economic activity is well below pre-COVID19 estimate.



It said that businesses need to make up for lost revenue and millions of workers, most of them in the informal
sector, still reel from job losses and falling incomes should be taken care of.

The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world.
The World Bank Group comprises five institutions managed by their member countries. It was established in
1944, the World Bank Group is headquartered in Washington, D.C. David Robert Malpass is an American
economic analyst and former government official serving as President of the World Bank Group since 2019.
Together, IBRD and IDA form the World Bank, which provides financing, policy advice, and technical assistance
to governments of developing countries. IDA focuses on the world‘s poorest countries, while IBRD assists middleincome and creditworthy poorer countries.

Payments bank deposit limit doubled by RBI


In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it
has increased the maximum end of day balance for payment banks to Rs. 2 lakh. Earlier, the limit was Rs.1
lakh. Payments banks have been asking a hike in deposit limit for a long time.
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Payments banks is an Indian new model of banks conceptualised by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). These
banks can accept a restricted deposit, which is currently limited to Rs. 200,000 per customer and may be
increased further. These banks cannot issue loans and credit cards. Both current account and savings accounts can
be operated by such banks. Payments banks can issue ATM cards or debit cards and provide online or mobile
banking. Bharti Airtel set up India‘s first payments bank.

President Ram Nath Kovind promulgates Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2021


President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Ordinance, 2021. The Union Cabinet had approved the proposal to make amendments in the Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, 2016 through the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021.



The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for corporate
persons classified as micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) under the Code.



It will ensure quicker, cost-effective and value maximising outcomes for all the stakeholders, in a manner
which is least disruptive to the continuity of MSMEs businesses and which preserves jobs. The initiative is based
on a trust model and the amendments honour the honest MSME owners by trying to ensure that the resolution
happens and the company remains with them. It is expected that the incorporation of Pre-Packaged insolvency
resolution process for MSMEs in the Code will alleviate the distress faced by MSMEs due to the impact of the
pandemic..



The Amendment Ordinance seeks to amend sections such as 4, 5, 11, 33, 34, 61, 65, 77, 208, 239, 240 &
insert new sections such as 11A, 67A, 77A and a new chapter as IIIA on Pre-Packaged insolvency
resolution process for MSMEs in the Code based on recommendations made by the Insolvency Law
Committee (ILC).

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) is the bankruptcy law of India which seeks to consolidate the
existing framework by creating a single law for insolvency and bankruptcy. The Code received the assent of the
President of India on 28 May 2016. Certain provisions of the Act have come into force from 5 August and 19
August 2016. The bankruptcy code is a one stop solution for resolving insolvencies which previously was a long
process that did not offer an economically viable arrangement. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment)
Act, 2019 has increased the mandatory upper Time limit of 330 days including time spent in legal process to
complete resolution process.

-----------------
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Firms in News
HPCL-Mittal first Indian company to buy Guyanese crude Liza


The first cargo from new oil producer Guyana to the world's third-largest crude importer, India, departed
this month from a production facility off the South American nation's coast in a vessel chartered by trading firm
Trafigura.



The cargo was bought by HPCL-Mittal Energy Ltd, a joint venture between state-run Hindustan Petroleum
Corp and steel tycoon L.N. Mittal. HMEL operates a 226,000 barrel per day (bpd) Bathinda refinery in the
northern state of Punjab.

Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited (HPCL) is an Indian public sector oil and gas company. It is a
subsidiary of ONGC with its headquarters in Mumbai, Maharashtra. Its parent company is ONGC which owns a
majority stake in the company. On 24 October 2019, the company became a Maharatna PSU.

Mangal Prabhat Lodha named India‘s richest real estate developer by Hurun India


Despite the COVID-19-led slowdown in the real estate sector, the total wealth of the 100 richest builders in
India jumped a full 26 per cent year-on-year to Rs 3,48,660 crore, according to the GROHE Hurun India Real
Estate Rich List 2020.



According to the report, Mangal Prabhat Lodha of Macrotech Developers (Lodha Group), having a wealth of
Rs 44,270 crore, topped the list for the fourth year in a row.



His wealth increased by 39 per cent in the year 2020. Lodha Group had the highest revenue from operations
among all the real estate developers in India during the pandemic hit year 2020, the list said.



He was followed by Rajiv Singh of DLF, who stood second in the GROHE Hurun India Real Estate Rich List
with a wealth of Rs 36,430 crore. Singh registered an increase of 45 per cent in wealth, backed by a 50 per cent
rise in DLF‘s share price.

Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam in UP lists itself at BSE


Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam in Uttar Pradesh listed itself at BSE and successfully raised Rs. 150 Crores by
issuing Municipal Bond on Private Placement Basis using BSEBOND.



This is the first ever green bond issuance by any Municipal Corporation in the country. The money will be
used for construction of a tertiary sewage treatment plant at Indirapuram in Ghaziabad.



The money will be used to fund the project partly which is worth Rs 240 crore. This treatment plant will enable
the sewage water to be usable for industries after treatment.



Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam is the second Municipal Corporation to raise funds in the state of Uttar Pradesh.
Earlier, Lucknow Municipal Corporation had listed itself at BSE.

Crypto exchange WazirX launches an NFT marketplace for Indian artists


WazirX has launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT). The development has
paved the way for seamless exchange of digital assets and intellectual properties including art pieces, audio files,
videos, programs, and even tweets apart from other digital goods and services. Following the launch, Indian
creators can now place their digital assets for auction over the blockchain-based NFT marketplace and earn
royalty thereafter.

A blockchain originally block chain, is a growing list of records, called blocks that are linked using cryptography.
Each block contains a cryptographic hash of the previous block, a timestamp, and transaction data (generally
represented as a Merkle tree). The blockchain was invented by a person (or group of people) using the name
Satoshi Nakamoto in 2008 to serve as the public transaction ledger of the cryptocurrency bitcoin.
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India‘s first Rs 150 crore Ghaziabad Green Bond lists on the BSE bond platform


Lucknow Municipal Corporation bonds became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath attended the listing ceremony in
Mumbai. The next cities to raise municipal bonds will be Benaras, Agra and Kanpur.



Under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) scheme, cities have been
encouraged to mobilise resources by issuing municipal bonds. These are issued when a government body wants
to raise funds for infra-related projects like roads, water among others.

BSE Limited, formerly known as the Bombay Stock Exchange Ltd., is an Indian stock exchange located at Dalal
Street, Mumbai. Established in 1875, the BSE Ltd., the oldest stock exchange in Asia. It is the world‘s 10th
largest stock exchange. Ashishkumar Chauhan (Ashish Chauhan) is the current managing director and chief
executive officer of the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

World‘s biggest solar company joins the hydrogen game


China‘s Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar company, is entering the hydrogen
market.



Xi‘an Longi Hydrogen Technology Co. was registered March 31 in China, according to Solarzoom, Longi‘s
billionaire founder and President Li Zhenguo is serving as the company‘s chairman, and the shareholders are
Xi‘an Longi Green Energy Venture Capital Management Co. and Shanghai Zhuqueying Private Equity Investment
Fund Partnership.

Mobisafar partners with YES Bank, NPCI to launch Virtual RuPay Prepaid Card


Mobisafar Services Private Limited, a Ludhiana-based Fintech start-up, has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual
RuPay Prepaid card‘ in partnership with YES BANK and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).



Mobisafar has presence in 13000+ pin codes with 1.5 lacs BC agents and provides services like Domestic
Money Transfer, Aadhar Enabled Payment System, Micro ATM, Cash collection, Bill Payments, Recharges and
travel bookings to the customer across rural heartlands.



The ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay Prepaid Card‘ provides convenient access to wallet through a mobile app and
desktop with a reloadable limit. It can be used to book Airline tickets, hotels, retail shopping, movie tickets,
groceries etc. To apply for the virtual prepaid card, customers may visit the nearest Mobisafar retail outlet.

Yes Bank Limited is an Indian private sector bank headquartered in Mumbai, India and was founded by Rana
Kapoor and Ashok Kapur in 2004. On 5 March 2020 in an attempt to avoid the collapse of the bank, which had
an excessive amount of bad loans, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) took control of it. RBI later reconstructed the
board and named Prashant Kumar, former Chief financial officer of SBI, as new MD & CEO at Yes Bank. Yes
Bank is owned by State Bank of India who has a 30% stake in the company as of 28 July 2020.

Mukesh Ambani first, Gautam Adani second on Forbes 10 richest Indian billionaires 2021 list


Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest
Indian billionaires 2021 list while Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani is at second place.



With a net worth of $84.5 billion, the chairman and managing director of the oil-to-telecom conglomerate topped
the Forbes list of India‘s richest billionaires while Adani was ranked second with a fortune of $50.5 billion.



Adani toppled Avenue Supermarts‘ founder Radhakishan Damani from second place on the list who saw his
fortune divided. His brother Gopikishan Damani listed separately for the first time, according to Forbes.



HCL founder Shiv Nadar is perched on the third spot on the Forbes 10 richest billionaire‘s 2021 list with a
net worth of $23.5 billion. He stepped down from the position of group chairman and handed over the ropes of HCL
Technologies to daughter Roshni Nadar Malhotra. Damani at $16.5 billion and Kotak Mahindra Bank MD
Uday Kotak with a fortune of $15.9 billion took the fourth and the fifth spot in the list.
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Forbes is an American business magazine owned by Integrated Whale Media Investments and the Forbes
family. Published eight times a year, it features original articles on finance, industry, investing, and marketing topics.
Forbes also reports on related subjects such as technology, communications, science, politics, and law. Its
headquarters is located in Jersey City, New Jersey. B. C. Forbes, a financial columnist for the Hearst papers,
and his partner Walter Drey, the general manager of the Magazine of Wall Street, founded Forbes magazine on
September 15, 1917.

Acuite sets up India's first ESG rating company


Acuite Ratings, a company backed by Dun and Bradstreet, is setting up a dedicated rating company for ESG
(Environment, Social and Governance) opportunities, with more Indian companies seeking to tap into increasing
global appetite for projects with a pronounced accent on sustainability.



Christened as ESG Risk AI, it‘s presupposed to be India‘s first ESG rating company. It will cowl a company‘s
ESG efficiency throughout three classes, 25 themes and 38 key points. Such evaluation is aimed toward deriving a
rating that will likely be primarily based on a number of information factors.

Adani Green Energy‘s arm commissions 50 MW solar plant in Chitrakoot


Adani Green Energy said its subsidiary, Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has
commissioned a 50 megawatt (MW) solar power plant in Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh.



In a regulatory filing Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL) said the plant has a 25 years power purchase agreement with
the Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation Ltd (UPPCL) at Rs 3.07/kwh. This commissioning takes AGEL‘s total
operational renewable capacity to 3,520 MW, a step closer to its vision of 25 GW capacity by 2025.

Adani Group is an Indian multinational conglomerate company headquartered in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. It
was founded by Gautam Adani in 1988 as a commodity trading business, with the flagship company Adani
Enterprises Limited (previously Adani Exports Limited). Gautam Adani is the chairman.

Agriculture Ministry signs MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states to
raise farmers income


Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states.
This project will carry out various tasks for the betterment of farmers in the selected villages, which will
enhance their income. This will also reduce the input costs for farmers and make farming easy.



These states are Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh.
Microsoft will develop farmer interface for smart and well-organized agriculture, including post-harvest
management and distribution.



Speaking on the occasion, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s
idea of digital agriculture is now taking shape.



He said, since taking over as the Prime Minister in 2014, Mr Modi has laid great emphasis on the use of modern
technologies in farming sector to enhance farmers income. He said, the agricultural economy is the backbone
of the country and any loss to agriculture is a loss for the country.

Microsoft Corporation is an American multinational technology company with headquarters in Redmond,
Washington. Microsoft was founded by Paul Allen and Bill Gates on April 4, 1975, to develop and sell BASIC
interpreters for the Altair 8800.

UK grants approval for extradition of fugitive diamond merchant Nirav Modi


UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud
and money laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case,
senior Indian diplomatic sources in the UK said. Modi remains behind bars at Wandsworth Prison in southwest London, has 14 days to apply for permission to appeal against the Home Secretary‘s order in the High
Court in London.
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Back on February 25, the Westminster Magistrates‘ Court had concluded that the diamond merchant has a
case to answer before the Indian courts, leaving the sign off on the order with the Cabinet minister.



He had allegedly perpetrated the fraud in the Punjab National Bank in collusion with his uncle Mehul
Choksi. After a two year long legal battle, District Judge Samuel Goozee had ruled that Modi only has a case to
answer in the Indian courts but that there is no evidence to suggest he would not receive a fair trial in India.

The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 empowers any special court (set up under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002) to confiscate all properties and assets of economic offenders who are charged in offences
measuring over INR 100 crores and are evading prosecution by remaining outside the jurisdiction of Indian
courts. In 2019, Special PMLA Court declares Vijay Mallya Fugitive Economic Offender. Vijay Mallya became
the first businessman to be charged under the new fugitive law.

Secretary MeitY Ajay Prakash Sawhney inaugurates three New Initiatives/Services of National
Internet Exchange of India


Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) &
Chairman NIXI inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI).
With this launch, NIXI has announced to play a supporting role for the IPv6 awareness and adoption in the country
along with DOT & MeitY.



IP Guru is a group to extend support to all the Indian entities who are finding it technically challenging to
migrate and adopt IPv6. NIXI Academy is created to educate technical/non-technical people in India to learn and
relearn technologies like IPv6 which are normally not taught in Educational Institutes.



NIXI has developed an IPv6 index portal for the Internet community. NIXI-IP-INDEX portal will showcase
the IPv6 adoption rate in India and across the world. It can be used to compare IPv6 Indian adoption rate with other
economies in the world.

National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI) is a not-for-profit organization (section 8 of the Companies Act 2013)
working since 2003 for spreading the internet infrastructure to the citizens of India.

Coal India signs first 100 MW solar power purchase agreement


In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner Coal India Ltd (CIL) announced it had signed a
first-of-its-kind power purchase agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat
Urja Vikas Nigam (GUVNL).



The company had won a 100 MW solar power project in March in a reverse auction conducted by GUVNL.
The tenure of the agreement period is for 25 years.

Tiger Global makes its first India cryptocurrency firm investment


CoinSwitch Kuber, an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform, has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in a
Series B round of funding from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million.



This marks the New York-based Tiger Global‘s first investment in an Indian cryptocurrency company. This
also makes CoinSwitch the highest-funded cryptocurrency player in India. It sets CoinSwitch on the growth
trajectory of global cryptocurrency platforms like Coinbase and Binance in the Indian market.

Ashok Leyland supplies first batch of light bullet proof vehicles for IAF


Ashok Leyland Ltd has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) to the
Indian Air Force (IAF). The company has strengthened its armoured vehicle platform by delivering the first of
its kind LBPV to the IAF.



―LBPV is an adopted version of Lockheed Martin‘s (LM) CVNG (Common Vehicle Next Gen) and has been
developed under ‗Transfer of Technology‘ from LM to Ashok Leyland.
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Aceware launches Kerala‘s first neobank


Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of Kerala, launched the state‘s first
neobank, Ace Money Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank. In the first phase, startups,
traders and business entities can open current accounts with the neobank.

LIC ties up with Paytm to handle digital payments


State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player Paytm to
facilitate its digital payments. Following a tie-up with another payment gateway earlier, the country‘s largest life
insurer has sought a new deal as the majority of its payments have moved to digital modes.



The new agreement requires an easy payment process, a broader range of payment options, and more players
(wallets, banks, etc) in payment channels. LIC has witnessed an upsurge in e-payments following the COVID-19
pandemic. The PSU insurer collects premiums worth Rs 60,000 crore via digital mode, which doesn‘t
comprise payments made through banks.

Life Insurance Corporation of India (abbreviated as LIC) is an Indian government owned insurance and
investment corporation under the ownership of Ministry of Finance, Government of India. The Life insurance
Corporation of India was established on September 1, 1956, when the Parliament of India passed the Life Insurance
of India Act that nationalized the insurance industry in India. Over 245 insurance companies and provident societies
were merged to create the state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India. It is based in Mumbai.

Care Ratings revises India‘s GDP growth forecast to 10.2% for FY22


With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in
COVID-19 cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to 10.2 per cent in 2021-22 from
earlier projection of 10.7-10.9 per cent.



This is the third revision by the rating agency in the last one month. We have revised our forecast for GDP growth
for FY22 as the underlying conditions have changed rapidly in the last 30 days or so. It stands now at 10.2 per
cent, Care Ratings said in a report.



On March 24, 2021, the agency had projected GDP growth between 11-11.2 per cent based on GVA (gross
value added) growth of 10.2 per cent.

Credit rating is a numerical representation of the creditworthiness of an individual or a business. The credit rating
is a key aspect that makes or breaks a loan application. The credit rating/score acts as an indicator stating if the
borrower has defaulted on loan payments before and if he is worth trusting with the new loan. There are several
credit rating agencies in India, such as CRISIL Ltd, India Ratings and Research Pvt Ltd, ICRA Limited, CARE,
Brickwork Ratings India Pvt Ltd, SMERA Ratings Limited, and Infometrics Valuation and Rating Pvt Ltd.

Amazon launches $250-million Venture Fund for Digitizing SMEs in India


The e-commerce giant Amazon has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon
Smbhav Venture Fund‖, to invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs. The
launch of the Amazon Smbhav Venture Fund aims to attract the best ideas and empower entrepreneurs in the
country to partner in this vision.



As a part of its first investment through the ‗Smbhav‘ fund, Amazon invested in Gurugram-based M1xchange
which connects SMEs with banks and financiers.

Amazon.com, Inc. is an American multinational technology company based in Seattle, Washington, which
focuses on e-commerce, cloud computing, digital streaming, and artificial intelligence. It is one of the Big Five
companies in the U.S. information technology industry, along with Google, Apple, Microsoft, and Facebook.
Amazon was founded by Jeff Bezos in Bellevue, Washington, on July 5, 1994. It started as an online
marketplace for books but expanded to sell electronics, software, video games, apparel, furniture, food, toys,
and jewelry.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

ISRO Embarking on Replicating NASA Partnership Model in India


The ISRO is embarking on a mission of a different kind by taking the Indian Institute of Space Science and
Technology (IIST) to a much higher, futuristic research orbit.



The Bengaluru-headquartered space agency is striking a partnership with the IIST — something similar to
the JPL- Caltech model in the United States. JPL (Jet Propulsion Laboratory) is federally funded by US
space agency NASA and managed by Caltech (California Institute of Technology).



To coordinate joint research activities between ISRO centres and IIST, akin to the Caltech-JPL model, a
dedicated framework has now been put into place, with CBPO (Capacity Building Programme Office) located at
ISRO headquarters here as a focal point.



An Advanced Space Research Group has been created to identify application-oriented research projects of
importance to ISRO (Indian Space Research Organisation) centres and matching with the interests of IIST
faculty. An Empowered Overseeing Committee has been constituted to review and approve the proposals.

ISRO is the space agency of India headquartered in the city of Bangalore. ISRO was formed in 1969. ISRO built
India‘s first satellite, Aryabhata, which was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 1975. Dr Kailasavadivoo
Sivan is current the chairperson of the ISRO. Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) or Sriharikota
Range (SHAR) is a rocket launch centre operated by ISRO. It is located in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

ITC Windsor becomes world‘s first in LEED Zero Carbon


Embodying the ethos of Responsible Luxury, ITC Hotels, the world‘s largest chain of hotels with the
maximum number of LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) Platinum Certified
Properties has been accorded yet another distinction by the USGBC (United States Green Building Council),
making ITC Windsor, Bengaluru the first hotel in the world to achieve the LEED Zero Carbon Certification.



LEED Zero encourages a holistic approach for buildings and places, which will contribute to a regenerative
future. Sharing the same vision, ITC Hotels decade strong ‗Responsible Luxury‘ initiative seeks to adopt the
highest standards of planet positive experiences in its operations.



ITC Windsor is powered by its own wind turbine generators and uses innovative energy efficient
technologies such as electrical boiler, induction burners and other renewable energy.

Uttar Pradesh govt launches unique gift scheme to promote covid vaccination


Uttar Pradesh government has launched a unique gift scheme to promote covid vaccination in the state. Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath has asked to make all preparations to deal with the growing number of Corona infection.



On the occasion of World Health Day on 7th April, state government conducted a lucky draw for those who have
taken the vaccine. In those districts where more than 25,000 beneficiaries have taken both doses of vaccine they will
be eligible for this gift scheme. 4 gifts will be given to the beneficiaries after lucky draw. Where more than 25,000
or more than 50,000 beneficiaries have taken both the doses of vaccines, the number of gifts will be increased to 6
and 8.
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NAL rolls out two seater trainer aircraft HANSA-NG


CSIR‘s Bengaluru based research lab National Aerospace Laboratories rolled out a two seater trainer
aircraft HANSA-NG that is developed by it.



HANSA-New Generation swadeshi trainer aircraft is retro-modified with a glass cockpit, bubble canopy
design, IFR compliant avionics with smart multi-functional displays, efficient digitally controlled Rotax 912
ISC engine that gives the aircraft superior performance, range and endurance.



A MOU was signed between NAL and Indira Gandhi Rashtriya Uran Academy to purchase five HANSA NG
aircraft on this occasion.

India‘s first solar mission to use new technique for tracking eruptions from sun


Scientists have developed a new technique to track the huge bubbles of gas, threaded with magnetic field
lines, which are ejected from the sun disrupting space weather and causing geomagnetic storms, satellite
failures, and power outages. The new technique will be used in India‘s first solar mission Aditya-L1.



As the ejections from the sun, technically called Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs), cause various disturbances
of the space environment, forecasting their arrival time is very important. However, forecasting accuracy is
hindered by limited CME observations in interplanetary space.



A software named Computer Aided CME Tracking Software (CACTus) based on a computer vision
algorithm was so far used to detect and characterise such eruptions automatically in the outer corona where these
eruptions cease to show accelerations and propagate with a nearly constant speed.

Mars helicopter, designed by IIT-Madras alumnus Bob Balaram, to fly over Martian skies on
April 11


NASA is targeting now April 11 for the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter to make the historic first attempt at
powered, controlled flight of an aircraft on another planet. The decision to push back the date of the launch
from April 8 to April 11 was announced by NASA‘s Jet Propulsion Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, California.



The planet‘s surface receives only about half the amount of solar energy that reaches Earth during its
daytime, and nighttime temperatures can drop as low as minus 90 degrees Celsius, which can freeze and crack
unprotected electrical components.

India‘s healthcare industry expected to reach 372 billion dollar in 2022: NITI Aayog


India‘s healthcare industry is expected to reach 372 billion dollar in 2022. The country‘s healthcare sector has
grown rapidly over the last five years, at a compound annual growth rate of around 22 per cent.



NITI Aayog released a report outlining the range of investment opportunities in various segments of the
healthcare sector. This includes hospitals, medical devices and equipment, health insurance, telemedicine, home
healthcare and medical value travel.



Healthcare has become one of the largest sectors of the Indian economy, in terms of both revenue and
employment. As per estimates by the National Skill Development Corporation, healthcare can generate 27 lakh
additional jobs in India between 2017-22.

DRDO develops Advanced Chaff Technology to safeguard naval ships from missile attack


Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology to
safeguard naval ships against enemy missile attack.



A DRDO laboratory in Jodhpur, has indigenously developed three variants of this critical technology namely
Short Range Chaff Rocket, Medium-Range Chaff Rocket and Long Range Chaff Rocket meeting Indian
Navy‘s qualitative requirements.



Chaff is a passive expendable electronic countermeasure technology used worldwide to protect naval ships
from enemy‘s radar and Radio Frequency missile seekers.
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The importance of this development lies in the fact that very less quantity of chaff material deployed in the air
acts as decoy to deflect enemy‘s missiles for safety of the ships. The technology is being given to the industry for
production in large quantities.

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with the
military‘s research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was formed in 1958 by the merger
of the Technical Development Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and Production with
the Defence Science Organisation. Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is the current Chairman of DRDO.

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launches Integrated Health Information Platform


The Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the Integrated Health Information
Platform in New Delhi.



The Integrated Health Information Platform is the next generation highly refined version of the presently
used Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme. Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that India is the first country in the
world to adopt such an advanced disease surveillance system.



The new version will house the data entry and management for India‘s disease surveillance program. In
addition to tracking 33 diseases now as compared to the earlier 18 diseases, it shall ensure near-real-time data in
digital mode.

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is an Indian government ministry charged with health policy in India. It is
also responsible for all government programs relating to family planning in India. The Minister of Health and Family
Welfare holds cabinet rank as a member of the Council of Ministers. The current minister is Harsh Vardhan.
Rajkumari Bibiji Amrit Kaur was the first Health Minister of India in 1947 and remained in office until 1957.

Union Ministers Dr Harsh Vardhan and Arjun Munda launch Tribal Health Collaborative‗Anamaya‘


Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan and Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda launched ‗Anamaya‘the Tribal Health Collaborative through video conference.



A multi-stakeholder initiative supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
(BMGF), Anameya‘ will converge efforts of various Government agencies and organisations to enhance the
health and nutrition status of the tribal communities.



The Ministry will undertake several activities such as setting up of the National Council on Tribal Health to
drive policy initiatives in tribal health, establishment of a Health Cell to closely monitor healthcare delivery in the
tribal areas and devising mechanisms to implement the Tribal Health Action Plan.

IIT Kanpur develops touch sensitive watch for visually impaired


A professor and a research associate at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K) have developed a
novel touch-sensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense time accurately.



―The watch we have developed is a haptic watch with a tactile interface that makes it easy for the visually
impaired people to read time easily. The watch has tactile hour indicators of different shapes that makes it easy
for the visually impaired people to recognise them.



―The user has to touch and scan the touch sensitive watch‘s hour indicators and with the help of different vibration
patterns, the watch communicates back the time information that is easily perceived by the user.

Oxygen enrichment device for use in homes, remote locations developed by CMERI


An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also
prove more effective for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical Research
Institute in West Bengal‘s Durgapur.
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Oxygen enrichment unit works on the principle of Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) and utilises zeolite
columns to selectively remove nitrogen from air under certain pressure, thereby increasing the oxygen
concentration. An oxygen enrichment unit is a device, which concentrates the oxygen from the air around by
selectively removing nitrogen to supply an oxygen-enriched air.

UNESCO Director-General and President of Slovenia Inaugurate First Research Centre on
Artificial Intelligence


Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slovenia, and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO,
inaugurated the International Research Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre under
the auspices of UNESCO in Ljubljana, Slovenia.



The Director-General of UNESCO called for countries, organizations and individuals to combine their energy and
propose solutions so that artificial intelligence (AI) be used for the common good of humanity. The first of its
kind, IRCAI will advance research on the use of AI for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs).

NASA to land first person of colour on Moon


The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the moon
as part of an international spaceflight program called Artemis.



Taking a giant step for diversity, the Biden-Harris Administration seeks to land the first woman and the next man
on the lunar South Pole by 2024.



While the first cadre of astronauts for the Artemis program was announced in December, the first two crew
members for Artemis III in 2024 have yet to be announced. The initial group of 18 represents a diverse team of
astronauts, including those new to NASA and veterans of spaceflight.

Principal Scientific Adviser to Govt, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan launches MANAS App


Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to
promote wellbeing across age groups. MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation
System was endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory
Council.



It is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app developed to augment mental
well-being of Indian citizens. The application integrates the health and wellness efforts of various government
ministries, scientifically validated indigenous tools with gamified interfaces developed by various national bodies
and research institutions.

Launch of India‘s new-age earth imaging satellite by May 15: K Sivan


The launch of the country‘s most advanced earth observation satellite Gisat-1, which will allow India to better
monitor the subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15. The launch of the
2,268-kg satellite in the first week of this month was aborted due to a technical glitch.



The delay in the launch of Gisat-1 by GSLV-F10 and the Covid situation will postpone other launches,
including the first test-flight of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV or mini PSLV), this year.‖



Equipped with high resolution cameras, Gisat-1 will allow the country to monitor the Indian landmass and
oceans, particularly its borders, continuously as it will provide near real-time imaging of the large area region of
interest at frequent intervals. It will also help in quick monitoring of natural disasters, episodic and any shortterm events. The geo-satellite will also obtain spectral signatures for agriculture, forestry, mineralogy,
disaster warning, cloud properties, snow & glaciers and oceanography.



The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) chief also said that launches of Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya L1
solar missions will happen in the first half of next year as these ―missions have a limited and specific launch
window within which we have to launch them‖.
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ISRO is the space agency of India headquartered in the city of Bangalore. ISRO was formed in 1969. ISRO built
India‘s first satellite, Aryabhata, which was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 1975. Dr Kailasavadivoo
Sivan is current the chairperson of the ISRO. Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) or Sriharikota
Range (SHAR) is a rocket launch centre operated by ISRO. It is located in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

Centre approves transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute


Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute.
Department of Science & Technology, Government of India, informed Maharashtra government that the approval
has been given as per the recommendation of the committee of scientific experts for a period of one year. The move
will help Haffkine Bio-pharma Corporation to start production of Covaxin as soon as possible.



Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accepting
his request and allowing Haffkine Institute to start large scale production of covaxin in the state.

India opposes vaccine nationalism; calls for greater support to joint proposal with South Africa


India vehemently opposed ‗vaccine nationalism‘ – or the attempts by some developed countries to hoard
vaccines and not sharing them or the related Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) with a view to maximise
profits from not just COVID-related vaccines, but also from therapeutics and diagnostics.



India also called for greater support to its proposal along with South Africa at the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to waive the implementation, application and enforcement of certain Sections of the
TRIPS Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of IPRs) ‗in relation to prevention, containment or
treatment of COVID-19.



Shri Sanjay Bhattacharyya, India‘s BRICS Sherpa and Secretary (Consular, Passport and Visa and
Overseas Indian Affairs), Ministry of External Affairs, expressed serious concern over ‗vaccine nationalism‘
and said India and South Africa have repeatedly asked WTO members, especially from the developed world, to
agree to provide IPR waivers to ensure that the developing world was able to access the vaccines.

Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens or residents
before they are made available in other countries. This is done through pre-purchase agreements between a
government and a vaccine manufacturer. The concerns associated with Vaccine nationalism are: 1. Vaccine
nationalism is harmful for equitable access to vaccines. 2. It further disadvantages countries with fewer
resources and bargaining power. 3. It deprives populations in the Global South from timely access to vital
public health goods. 4. Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderately at-risk populations in wealthy
countries over populations at higher risk in developing economies.

Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace


Microsoft president Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in
Cyberspace that now has 75 countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world.



The Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace is a nonbinding declaration. It calls for states, the private
sector, and civil society organizations to work together to promote security in cyberspace, counter disinformation,
and address new threats endangering citizens and infrastructure.



The Paris Call was set up in 2018 by the President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, during the
Internet Governance Forum held at UNESCO and the Paris Peace Forum.

DRDO operationalize its dedicated Corona hospital in New Delhi


The dedicated Covid hospital re-established by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO)
has become operational in New Delhi. The hospital has been established near Domestic Airport Terminal in
New Delhi. It has 500 ICU beds.



Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan said that 250 beds are ready and it will be increased to 500 within a few
days. In a tweet, he said, all beds are equipped with oxygen facilities and sufficient number of ventilators are
available.
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Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with the
military‘s research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was formed in 1958 by the merger
of the Technical Development Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and Production with
the Defence Science Organisation. Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is the current Chairman of DRDO.

NASA Awards $2.9 billion contract to SpaceX


The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked Elon
Musk‘s SpaceX for its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two US
astronauts to the moon. The total value of this contract is $2.89 billion.



SpaceX will develop a spacecraft ‗SpaceX Starship‘ to land next to two US astronauts, including a women
astronaut at the lunar South Pole region, by 2024. NASA also aims to bring the first person of colour to the
moon‘s surface as part of the Artemis programme. Between 1969 and 1972, the US brought 12 astronauts to the
moon.

Elon Reeve Musk is a business magnate, industrial designer, and engineer. He is the founder, CEO, CTO, and
chief designer of SpaceX; early stage investor, CEO, and product architect of Tesla, Inc.; founder of The Boring
Company; co-founder of Neuralink; and co-founder and initial co-chairman of OpenAI. A centibillionaire, Musk
is one of the richest people in the world. Musk was born to a Canadian mother and South African father and
raised in Pretoria, South Africa. In January 2021, Musk, with a net worth of $185 billion, surpassed Amazon
founder Jeff Bezos to become the richest person in the world. Bezos reclaimed the top spot the following month.

Internationally acclaimed Indian artist to launch the world‘s first twin NFT (Physical + Digital)


Kanthraj N, a Bangalore based watercolour artist whose surreal paintings resonate the refreshing vibrancy of
life is all set to auction ―My Life‘s Work,‖ a first physically linked NFT assembly of his 12 original, awardwinning paintings.



The contemporary artist will be using one of the world‘s most powerful NFT platforms called RubiX, enabling
him to tokenize the physical paintings. The pieces of physical art will then be shipped to the highest bidder, with
ownership of all 12 tokens transferred to the new owner‘s ID.



For the uninitiated, NFTs are irreplaceable and immutable unique digital items, such as a piece of digital
artwork, virtual accessories to be used in video games, or even real-world items such as collector‘s cards that
have been transferred onto a blockchain network. Unlike cryptocurrencies, which can be exchanged with one
another, each NFT is unique and hence cannot be exchanged with another item.



An example of an NFT trade was when Twitter founder Jack Dorsey sold his first tweet for $2.9 Million
(approximately INR 21,71,81,435.00) in an NFT-based transaction. The advantage of trading digital artwork
using NFTs on a blockchain network is that it guards against frauds.

NFTs or Non-Fungible Tokens are touted to be the digital route of acquiring collectible, similar to how Bitcoin
was to currency. Now, the introduction of NFTs has been massive for artists as its made it far more inclusive than
it ever was since art (in any form) is no longer restricted by medium. The onset of NFTs have also allowed artists the
option of auctioning their work more freely as they‘re no longer dependent on art galleries and the likes, who
generally rake in loads of money as hosting fee. Well, NFT auctions therefore have already caught on in a big way
in the west and an Indian artist is now set to auction physical art on an NFT platform for the very first time.

------------------
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Inventions/Discoveries
Astronomers discover 12 rare quadruple quasars that can better tell rate of universe expansion


A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct quadruple
images, commonly called Einstein‘s cross. This discovery could help refine the existing understanding about
our universe‘s rate of expansion and unravel mysteries surrounding dark matter.



Scientists from the Gaia Gravitational Lenses Working Group (GraL), which included PhD student
Priyanka Jalan from India, combined multiple telescope observations to confirm this discovery.



The first quadruple quasar image was captured in 1985 and since then, only 50 such quasars have been
identified. The latest finding has now increased the total confirmed Einstein‘s crosses by 25 per cent.



Quasars are distant galaxies with extremely luminous nuclei. They consist of black holes, measuring many
million times larger than our Sun, surrounded by thick gaseous matter.



Quasar observations are mainly used to study dark matter in determining the evolution of galaxies and to
understand the rate of expansion of our universe, which is measured using the Hubble-Lemaítre constant.
―There are two ways of calculating the Hubble-Lamaítre constant, but both values do not match, thus creating a
discord.



More discoveries of such quasar quadruples can help resolve this, thereby helping accurately calculate the rate
at which our universe is expanding,‖ who is a final year PhD student at Aryabhatta Research Institute of
Observational Sciences (ARIES), Nainital.

The Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological model of the observable universe from the earliest known
periods through its subsequent large-scale evolution. The model describes how the universe expanded from an
initial state of high density and temperature, and offers a comprehensive explanation for a broad range of observed
phenomena, including the abundance of light elements, the cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation, and
large-scale structure. Georges Lemaitre first noted in 1927 that an expanding universe could be traced back in
time to an originating single point, which he called the ―primeval atom‖. Edwin Hubble confirmed through
analysis of galactic redshifts in 1929 that galaxies are indeed drifting apart; this is important observational
evidence for an expanding universe. In 1964, the CMB was discovered, which convinced many cosmologists that
the steady-state theory was falsified, since, unlike the steady-state theory, the hot Big Bang predicted a uniform
background radiation throughout the universe caused by the high temperatures and densities in the distant past.
A wide range of empirical evidence strongly favors the Big Bang, which is now essentially universally accepted.

‗Dark sirens‘ could solve one of the greatest mysteries in cosmology


In recent years, cosmologists have been faced with a crisis: The universe is expanding, but no one can agree on
how fast it‘s moving away from us. That‘s because different ways of measuring the Hubble constant, a
fundamental parameter that describes this expansion, have produced conflicting results.



But a single, lucky observation of what are known as dark sirens — black holes or neutron stars whose
crashes can be picked up by gravitational wave detectors on Earth but remain invisible to ordinary telescopes
— could help resolve this tension.



As the cosmos expands, galaxies in the universe move away from Earth at a speed that depends on their distance
from us. The relationship between speed and distance is called the Hubble constant, after American
astronomer Edwin Hubble, who first calculated its value in the 1920s.

The Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological model of the observable universe from the earliest known
periods through its subsequent large-scale evolution. The model describes how the universe expanded from an
initial state of high density and temperature, and offers a comprehensive explanation for a broad range of observed
phenomena, including the abundance of light elements, the cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation, and
large-scale structure. Georges Lemaitre first noted in 1927 that an expanding universe could be traced back in
time to an originating single point, which he called the ―primeval atom‖. Edwin Hubble confirmed through
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analysis of galactic redshifts in 1929 that galaxies are indeed drifting apart; this is important observational
evidence for an expanding universe. In 1964, the CMB was discovered, which convinced many cosmologists that
the steady-state theory was falsified, since, unlike the steady-state theory, the hot Big Bang predicted a uniform
background radiation throughout the universe caused by the high temperatures and densities in the distant past.
A wide range of empirical evidence strongly favors the Big Bang, which is now essentially universally accepted.

Scientists develop ‗robo-plants‘ to interact with plants


Remote-controlled Venus flytrap ―robo-plants‖ and crops that tell farmers when they are hit by disease could
become reality after scientists developed a high-tech system for communicating with vegetation.



Researchers in Singapore linked up plants to electrodes capable of monitoring the weak electrical pulses
naturally emitted by the greenery. The scientists used the technology to trigger a Venus flytrap to snap its jaws
shut at the push of a button on a smartphone app.



They then attached one of its jaws to a robotic arm and got the contraption to pick up a piece of wire half a
millimetre thick, and catch a small falling object. The technology is in its early stages, but researchers believe it
could eventually be used to build advanced ―plant-based robots‖ that can pick up a host of fragile objects
which are too delicate for rigid, robotic arms.

Scientists discover gamma-ray emitting active galaxy with narrow emission lines


Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy, the
Department of Science and Technology said. This galaxy, called the Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy,
which is about 31 billion lightyears away, opens up avenues to explore more such gamma-ray emitting galaxies, it
said.



Ever since 1929, when Edwin Hubble discovered that the universe is expanding, it has been known that most
other galaxies are moving away from us. Light from these galaxies is shifted to longer (and this means redder)
wavelengths, the statement said, adding that scientists have been trying to trace such red-shifted galaxies to
understand the early universe.



Scientists from ARIES, a DST institute, in collaboration with researchers from other institutions, studied
around 25,000 luminous Active galactic nuclei (AGN) from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS), a major
optical imaging and spectroscopic survey of astronomical objects in-operation for the last 20 years and found a
unique object that emits high-energy gamma rays located at a high redshift (more than 1). They identified it as a
gamma-ray emitting NLS1 galaxy, which is a rare entity in space.

Moon-Mars occultation: Rare encounter of celestial bodies to be visible


In a rare celestial event, a lunar occultation of Mars was visible from India on 17 April 2021 at 5 pm. The
crescent moon comes directly between the Earth and Mars leading to this rare lunar occultation. From Earth,
such events are visible twice a year.



Skygazers were able to view Mars with naked eyes at 5 pm IST. The phenomenon was visible from India,
Indonesia and western coast of South Africa. During this time, the Mars will be completely covered by the
moon for nearly an hour and a half and people will be able to view Mars a red dot in the sky next to the moon.



According to US space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa), occultation is a
phenomenon when one object passes in front of another object which is much smaller, for example when the
moon passes in front of a distant star.

NASA‘s Mars helicopter takes flight, 1st for another planet


NASA‘s experimental helicopter Ingenuity rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars,
achieving the first powered flight by an aircraft on another planet.



The triumph was hailed as a Wright brothers moment. The mini 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) copter even carried
a bit of wing fabric from the Wright Flyer that made similar history at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903. It
was a brief hop — just 39 seconds and 10 feet (3 meters) — but accomplished all the major milestones.
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Flight controllers at NASA‘s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California declared success after receiving the data
and images via the Perseverance rover. Ingenuity hitched a ride to Mars on Perseverance, clinging to the rover‘s
belly when it touched down in an ancient river delta in February.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the
United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace
research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Steve Jurczyk is an American engineer who
is currently serving as the Acting Administrator of NASA.

NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars makes oxygen from planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere


NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere. It is the
second successful technology demonstration on the mission, which flew a mini-helicopter. The generation of
oxygen was performed by a toaster-sized unit in the rover called Moxie - the Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource
Utilization Experiment.



It made 5 grams of the gas - equivalent to what an astronaut at Mars would need to breathe for roughly 10
minutes. NASA is planning that future human missions would take scaled-up versions of Moxie with them to
the Red Planet rather than try to carry all the oxygen needed to sustain them.



Mars‘ atmosphere is dominated by carbon dioxide (CO₂) at a concentration of 96 per cent. The expectation is
that it can produce up to 10 grams of O₂ per hour.

Astronomers discover X-rays detected from Uranus, but unsure of its source


National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from the seventh
planet of our solar system, Uranus for the first time.



The results were obtained using NASA‘s Chandra X-ray observatory. However, the new study is not based on
recent observations, but from those taken in 2002 and 2017. Analysed recently, the first clear detection of Xray was noted almost two decades ago. In 2017, they noticed a possible flare of X-rays.



The image/graphic released of the distant cold planet uses the 2002 image superimposed on an optical image
from the Keck-I Telescope in 2004. The latter was a part of a separate study and it shows Uranus approximately in
the same orientation as it was in the observations of 2002.



Emitting X-rays is not new in our solar system. Venus, Saturn, even moons of Jupiter emit X-rays and
others. On Jupiter, astronomers have observed that Sun is the source of X-rays. Astronomers note that it is
similar to how Sun‘s light is scattered on the moon.



However, the X-rays detected from Uranus were not a result of sunlight scattering and pointed towards a
possibility that there might be another source of X-rays present on the planet.

Uranus is the seventh planet from the Sun. Its name is a reference to the Greek god of the sky, Uranus, who,
according to Greek mythology, was the grandfather of Zeus (Jupiter) and father of Cronus (Saturn). It has the
third-largest planetary radius and fourth-largest planetary mass in the Solar System. Uranus is similar in
composition to Neptune, and both have bulk chemical compositions which differ from that of the larger gas
giants Jupiter and Saturn. For this reason, scientists often classify Uranus and Neptune as ―ice giants‖ to
distinguish them from the other gas giants.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the
United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace
research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Steve Jurczyk is an American engineer
who is currently serving as the Acting Administrator of NASA.
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Health/Disease
Triple Mutant Variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh threat


As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a
fresh threat. It is also called the ―Bengal Variant‖. The triple mutant variant has been identified in West Bengal,
Maharashtra, Delhi and Chhattisgarh.



Now, the Indian Scientists say that the virus has mutated further and has three types of mutations – hence the name
triple mutant. It is scientifically known as B.1.618. Vinod Scaria, a scientist working at the New Delhi-based
Institute of Genomic and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB), took to Twitter on April 20 to talk about the triple
mutant, which is now being called the ‗Bengal strain‘ of the coronavirus. In his Twitter thread, Scaria said that
the ‗sequence‘ of the mutant‘s lineage were found mainly in West Bengal.

In simple terms, the virus has the nature to mutate or change its structure depending on the scale of
transmission. So, the more the virus spreads, the more it will mutate. Since the discovery of the novel coronavirus
in China‘s Wuhan, the virus has spread around the globe with unmatched ferocity. In the UK, Brazil and South
Africa, the researchers spotted new variants of the virus, which have been named after the place of the discovery. Now
coming back home, Indian scientists have also been researching the genome sequencing of the virus. The Indian
researchers had discovered the Indian variant of the virus back in October 2020. Scientifically known as B.1.617
– the Indian variant of the coronavirus has two kinds of mutations – L452R and E484Q.

DRDO develops supplemental oxygen delivery system for treatment of Covid patients


Amid a massive shortage of oxygen cylinders in the country due to resurgence in coronavirus cases, the Defence
Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation)
supplemental oxygen delivery system.



The device can be used by soldiers posted at extreme high-altitude areas and also help Covid-19 patients. The
system is a boon in the current pandemic as it can be used in the household for moderate/mild Covid patients
as it provides oxygen flow therapy, it said.



Developed by the Defence Bio-Engineering & Electro Medical Laboratory (DEBEL) in Bengaluru, the system
delivers supplemental based on the SpO2 levels and prevents the person from sinking into a state of Hypoxia,
DRDO said.



Hypoxia is a condition in which the human body is deprived of adequate oxygen supply at the tissue level.
This is exactly the situation that gets repeated in a Covid-19 patient due to the virus infection. In serious cases,
oxygen is critical to treat a coronavirus-infected patient.

Indigenous vaccine COVAXIN demonstrates 100 per cent efficacy against severe COVID-19
disease in Phase-3 interim analysis




Bharat Biotech and ICMR announced interim results from Phase - 3 trials of COVAXIN. It has reported
overall interim clinical efficacy of 78 per cent of Covaxin. It said that the efficacy of the vaccine against severe
COVID-19 disease was 100 per cent.
In a statement, the company said, the second interim results showed India‘s First COVID-19 Vaccine had
demonstrated strong primary efficacy against severe COVID-19 disease. It said, due to the recent surge in
cases, 127 symptomatic cases were recorded, resulting in a point estimate of vaccine efficacy of 78 per cent against
mild, moderate, and severe COVID-19 disease.

COVAXIN, India‘s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The indigenous, inactivated
vaccine is developed and manufactured in Bharat Biotech‘s BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) high containment facility.
The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated Vero Cell derived platform technology. Inactivated
vaccines do not replicate and are therefore unlikely to revert and cause pathological effects. They contain dead virus,
incapable of infecting people but still able to instruct the immune system to mount a defensive reaction against an
infection.
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Health ministry advises proning at home for Covid-19 patients with breathing troubles


Lying face down is known as proning which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and
oxygenation, the health ministry said. If the oxygen level drops below 94, a patient in home isolation can lie on
their belly as the position improves ventilation, keeps the alveolar units open.



About four to five pillows are needed for proning — one has to be placed below the neck, while one or two can
be placed below the chest through upper thighs and two pillows can be placed below the shins.



One needs to change the lying position every 30 minutes from lying on the belly to lie on each side and then
sitting up before going back to the first position of lying face down.



The pharma company also adds that Virafin will be available on the prescription of a medical specialist for
use in hospital/institutional setups. Zydus also says there is evidence to show that Virafin is reducing respiratory
distress.

Centre bans supply of oxygen for industrial usage to meet rising demand for treatment of
COVID-19 patients


Centre has prohibited the supply of Oxygen for industrial purposes by manufacturers and suppliers from 22 nd
of this month till further orders. Union Health Ministry said that the matter was deliberated by the Department
for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) with all the stakeholders and after due deliberations, it
was considered prudent to restrict the industrial usage of oxygen to meet the rising demand for medical oxygen. It
said, the surplus oxygen available as a result of this temporary restriction will facilitate its freeing up for use
as medical oxygen for treatment of COVID19 patients.



The Ministry said, this prohibition, however, shall not apply to the supply of oxygen for nine industries. These
are Ampoules and Vials, Pharmaceutical, Petroleum refineries, Steel plants, Nuclear energy facilities, Oxygen
cylinder manufacturers, Waste water treatment plants, Food and water purification and Process industries which
require uninterrupted operation of furnaces.

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a contagious disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first case was identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. It has since
spread worldwide, leading to an ongoing pandemic. WHO first learned of this new virus on 31 December 2019,
following a report of a cluster of cases of ‗viral pneumonia‘ in Wuhan, People‘s Republic of China. The most
common symptoms of COVID-19 are, Fever, Dry cough and Fatigue. The standard diagnosis method is by realtime reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) from a nasopharyngeal swab. In India, the first
case was reported in Kerala.

Health Minister approves National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021


The Rare Diseases Policy aims to lower the high cost of treatment for rare diseases with increased focus on
indigenous research with the help of a National Consortium. Increased focus of research and development and
local production of medicines will lower the cost of treatment for rare diseases.



The policy also envisages creation of a national hospital based registry of rare diseases so that adequate data is
available for definition of rare diseases and for research and development.



Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan approved the ―National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021‖ on 30th of March.
The policy document has been uploaded on the website of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. The policy was
finalised after multiple consultations with different stakeholders and experts in the area.

Deadly algae kill 4,200 tonnes of salmon in Chile


Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in Chile. The algal bloom in the water reduced
the amount of oxygen suffocating the salmon fishes.



In Chile, more than 4,200 tonnes of salmon have fallen victim to killer algae. Chile is the world‘s second-largest
producer of salmon. There are around 18 salmon farms in the south of Chile which produces around 26 per cent of
the world‘s salmon. They all have been affected due to the deadly algae.
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Covaxin, Covishield offering protection against double mutant confirmed


The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that Covaxin has neutralised multiple variants of
SARS-CoV-2, including the double mutant strain called B.1.617, which has become a cause of concern due to
its high transmissibility.



B.1.617 first identified in Maharashtra, has now spread to many states and several other countries. ICMR said
Covaxin is found to work against the UK and Brazil variants.



The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), which is a CSIR laboratory, announced that Serum
Institute of India‘s (SII) Covishield effectively works against the double mutant strain as well.



The two announcements by government research institutions come as a relief, because scientists feared that the
double mutant or B.1.617 strain of SARS-CoV-2 virus may dodge the immune system and render vaccines
ineffective.

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and
promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world. The
ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare. In 2007 the organization established the Clinical Trials Registry - India, which is India‘s
national registry for clinical trials. It is based in New Delhi.
------------------
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ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Earth Hour Day 2021


Earth Hour Day was observed all over the world on March 27 at 8:30 p.m. The day holds great significance as
it calls for actions on various roles and ways that people can act on to raise awareness about the importance of
nature.



Every year Earth Hour is celebrated with the theme and the theme for 2021 is ―Climate Change to Save
Earth‖. Climate change is one of the biggest concern of people and it is affecting everyone across the globe.



As the lights dim in homes and cities, Earth Hour will bring people together to put a virtual spotlight on our
planet and the role people can play in global efforts for nature.



Started as a symbolic lights-out event in Sydney in 2007 by WWF and partners, Earth Hour is now one of the
world‘s biggest environmental grassroots movements. Earth Hour, held annually on the last Saturday of
March, involves millions of people in over 180 countries and territories turning off their lights to express respect
for our world. Every year since 2007, millions of people take part in a global event to raise awareness about
climate change.



Macro Lambertini, Director General, WWF International said that the current socio-economic models are
leading to the massive destructions of the environment which is increasing our vulnerability to pandemics,
pushing climate change, and placing livelihood at risk. Earth Hour 2021 is a crucial year for mankind as the
world needs to put all efforts to recover the loss of the COVID-19 pandemic by placing nature at the center.

Odisha government proposes state‘s second biosphere reserve at Mahendragiri


The Odisha government has proposed a second biosphere reserve in the southern part of the state at
Mahendragiri, a hill ecosystem having rich biodiversity. The 5,569-square kilometre Similipal Biosphere
Reserve is Odisha‘s first such reserve and was notified May 20, 1996.



The area of the proposed Mahendragiri Biosphere Reserve is around 470,955 hectares and is spread over
Gajapati and Ganjam districts in the Eastern Ghats.



The hill ecosystem acts as a transitional zone between the flora and fauna of southern India and the
Himalayas, making the region an ecological estuary of genetic diversities.

Rainforest destruction went up by 12% in 2020, says report


The primary forest loss globally was 12% higher in 2020 compared to 2019 and the resulting carbon
emissions from this are equivalent to the annual emissions of 570 million cars, or more than double their
number on the US roads, the World Resources Institute (WRI) has said in a statement.



As much as 12.2 million ha tree cover was lost in 2020, which included 4.2 million ha, or an area equal to the
Netherlands, from tropical primary rainforests, according to University of Maryland data released on WRI‘s
Global Forest Watch (GFW).
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Area in Maharashtra‘s Sindhudurg named as biodiversity heritage site


Following the discovery of a rare freshwater fish species there, the Maharashtra government has declared an
area at Amboli in Western ghats in Sindhudurg district as a biodiversity heritage site. The notification to
convert the locality into a protected area was issued under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002.



Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray‘s son Tejas Thackeray, who is a wildlife researcher, and his team had
discovered the new freshwater fish species — Schistura Hiranyakeshi — near Amboli in Sawantwadi tehsil of
Sindhudurg district.

Researchers in Maharashtra name new plant species after Sharad Pawar


A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named after
National Congress Party (NCP) president Sharad Pawar. It belongs to the genus ‗Argyreia‘ and has been
named ‗Argyreia sharadchandrajii‘.



Researchers Dr Pramod R Lawand and Dr Vinod B Shimpale said that the plant has been named after Pawar
to acknowledge his work as the Union agriculture minister.



The plant has been discovered in the Kolhapur district which is close to the Western Ghats ecological zone,
one of the world‘s biggest biodiversity hotspots, with over 5,000 flowering plants available.



The new species was found in the Alamprabhu Dev-raai (sacred grove), said Lawand and Shimpale, who is a
Botany professor at a college in Kolhapur.

Sharad Govindrao Pawar is an Indian politician with over sixty years of public service. During his long career,
Pawar has served as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra on three occasions and held the posts of Minister of
Defence and Minister of Agriculture in the Government of India. He is president of the Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP), which he founded in 1999, after separating from the Indian National Congress. He leads the NCP
delegation in the Rajya Sabha, the upper chamber of the Indian parliament. He is one of the founders of Maha
Vikas Aghadi, a post-poll alliance in Maharashtra between Shivsena, NCP, and INC.

Irrawaddy dolphins grow in free waters of Chilika


Population of Irrawaddy dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a
substantial jump this year. The annual dolphin census has estimated number of the endangered species at 162,
up from 146 last year.



There is also an overall increase in dolphin population in Chilika as 26 bottle-nose dolphins were sighted during
the census as against 17 last year. This has taken the overall population of dolphins, inhabiting the lake, to 188 from
163 in 2020, says report of the annual dolphin census carried out in February by Chilika Development
Authority (CDA) and State Wildlife Wing.



As per the census, a total 342 dolphins of three species have been found this year against 62 of two species last year
in the mangrove eco-system. As many as 281 humpback dolphins and 22 bottle-nose dolphins were sighted by
survey teams this year. However, compared to previous year‘s 60, the number of Irrawaddy dolphin in the
division has dropped to 39.

‗Whitest ever‘ paint that can reflect 99 per cent of sunlight


US engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet. The ultra-white paint is made up of
barium sulphate, which makes it whiter. The paint can keep surfaces 19 degrees Fahrenheit cooler than their
ambient surroundings at night. It can also cool surfaces 8 degrees Fahrenheit below their surroundings under
strong sunlight during noon hours.



This paint may be the closest equivalent to the blackest black paint called ―Vantablack‖ that is able to absorb
up to 99.9 per cent of visible light.

Avian species count reaches 1,340 as new bird found in Himalayas


Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in the
eastern Himalayas, taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of 1,340 species.
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The rare sighting of a three-banded rose finch was made in the hilly, coniferous forests of the Sela Pass in
Arunachal Pradesh, about 3800 meters above sea level.



This particular finch, experts said, is a resident of southern China and has also been seen as a vagrant in Bhutan.
―There are multiple species of finches that migrate from south-western China to India during the winter.



We are currently in the midst of a study to determine the population distribution of 10 kinds of finches in
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, and assess the impact that climate change may have on them‖.



While observing a flock of white-browed rose finch (a common bird in the area), the researchers happened to
notice a male three-banded rose finch among their study population. ―It is a very distinctive bird, especially the
male.

The Bombay Natural History Society, founded on 15 September 1883, is one of the largest non-governmental
organisations in India engaged in conservation and biodiversity research. It supports many research efforts through
grants and publishes the Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. Many prominent naturalists, including the
ornithologists Salim Ali and S. Dillon Ripley, have been associated with it. It is headquartered in Mumbai.

------------------
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SPORTS

Sports Personalities in News
Stephanie Frappart becomes first woman to referee men‘s World Cup qualifier


French Referee Stephanie Frappart created history became the first female referee to officiate a men‘s
World Cup qualifier during the Netherlands‘ 2-0 win over Latvia in Amsterdam.



This is not the first time Fappart created history. In December, she became the female official to take charge
of a men‘s Champions League match.

Taher Merchant to become first Indian participant in 2021 to attempt 4 Desert Ultramarathon
Grand Slam


38-year-old Taher, a father of two girls, will be running the 4 Desert Ultramarathon to support education for
underprivileged children. He is set to become the first Indian Participant for 2021 to attempt the 4 Desert
Ultramarathon Gland Slam, a race which comprises of running 250 km across 4 deserts in one calendar year.
There are less than 75 individuals worldwide who have accomplished the Grand Slam since its inception.



This is an annual event of four 250 km races across some of the most beautiful and dangerous desert
landscapes in the world— Namib Race (Namibia), Gobi March (Mongolia), Atacama Crossing (Chile) and
The Last Desert (Antarctica). Each race will have to be completed in seven days.

Mirabai Chanu to Lead Indian Challenge in women‘s 49 kg category


Former world champion Mirabai Chanu will lead the Indian challenge in women‘s 49 kg category at the
upcoming Asian Weightlifting Championships to be held at Tashkent in Uzbekistan from April 16 to 25. He
will compete in the 67 kg. The competition was postponed in 2020 due to the global pandemic and was
rescheduled for 2021.

Hubert Hurkacz of Poland clinches Miami Open title defeating Jannik Sinner of Italy


In Tennis, 26th seed Hubert Hurkacz of Poland won the biggest title of his career beating Jannik Sinner of
Italy in the Miami Open final. Hurkacz, 24, including the Delray Beach title in January.



Hurkacz was poised playing his first final in the top-level ATP series, the Masters 1000. Sinner, playing in just his
third Masters 1000 tournament, wobbled serving at 6-5 in the first set and was broken at love. Hurkacz became
Poland‘s first Masters 1000 champion.

BCCI appoints former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein as its Anti-Corruption Unit chief ahead of
IPL 2021


The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) appointed former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein Shekhadam
Khandwawala as the head of its Anti-Corruption Unit.



Shabir Hussein takes over the job from Ajit Singh, former DGP of Rajasthan, whose tenure ended on March
31. Singh was the Indian cricket board‘s ACU since April 2018.
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Nethra Kumanan becomes first Indian woman sailor to qualify for Olympics


Nethra Kumanan became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics after she was assured of a
top-place finish in the laser radial event of the Asian Qualifiers in Oman.



Kumanan has a 21-point advantage over her nearest rival, who also happens to be an Indian – Ramya
Saravanan – in the Laser Radial Class event with one race to go. The Chennai-based Kumanan currently has 18
points while Saravanan has 39 on the penultimate day of competitions in Mussanah Open Championship,
which is a joint Asian and African Olympic qualifying event.

Dutee Chand to receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award


Dutee Chand, the Jakarta Asian Games silver-medalist in 100 and 200 metres, will receive Chhattisgarh
Veerni Award.



The award, instituted by the Chhattisgarh state government, recognises contribution of Indian women in
different fields, including sports. In 2019, the Odisha sprinter became the first Indian woman to win a gold
medal at the World University Games held in Italy.

Asian Weightlifting Championships: India‘s Mirabai Chanu creates a new Clean and Jerk world
record in Tashkent


India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s 49 kg Clean and Jerk with an impressive 119
kg lift at Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent. The 26-year-old lifted 86 kg in snatch and a world
record of 119 kg in clean and jerk for a total of 205 kg which also won her the bronze medal at the event.



The gold medal went to Hou Zhihui of China who created a new world record in snatch and total weight with
an effort of 213 kg while her compatriot Jiang Huihua clinched the silver, lifting 207 kg in the gold level Olympic
qualifier.

Max Verstappen Wins Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021


Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy. This
win is his first victory of the season. The race was the second round of the 2021 Formula One World
Championship.



The seven-time Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) finished second, following
a crash and sustaining damage involving Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas. Lando Norris (McLaren – Great
Britain) took third place.

Virat Kohli becomes first player to reach 6,000 runs in IPL history


India and Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper Virat Kohli became the first batsman to get to 6,000
runs in the Indian Premier League (IPL) history.



Kohli, who scored a half-century in a huge century partnership with Devdutt Padikkal for the opening wicket
against Rajasthan Royals, turned one to fine leg fence to reach the landmark.



Just before reaching the 6000-run landmark, the right-handed batsman had reached his first half-century of
this IPL season. Kohli is way ahead of Suresh Raina (5448) and Shikhar Dhawan (5428), who both are over
500 runs behind the talismanic batsman.

Stefanos Tsitsipas wins Monte Carlo 2021 Title


Stefanos Tsitsipas won his first ATP Masters 1000 series after a flawless performance against Andrey Rublev
in Monte Carlo. The Greek star had lost his previous two finals at this level, with Rafael Nadal denying him in
Toronto and Novak Djokovic beating him in Madrid.



Rublev beat 11-time Monte Carlo champion Nadal in the quarter-finals. Rublev knocked out Roberto Bautista
Agut, Rafael Nadal and Dan Evans en route to the final but could not find a way past Tsitsipas.
------------------
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India finishes Dubai Para Badminton with 20 medals


In Badminton, defending world champion Pramod Bhagat clinch two gold medals as India finished their
campaign in the 3 rd Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton International 2021 in Dubai
with 20 medals.



Krishna Nagar and Prem Kumar Ale were also brilliant on the day, winning the other two gold medals for
India in combined SH6 and the mixed doubles WH1-WH2 categories.



India topped the tally with 20 medals (4 gold, 6 silver and 10 bronze medals), ahead of France who finished
with eight medals (4 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze) and Malaysia with seven medals (3 gold, 1 silver and 3 bronze).

Tashkent to host 2023 AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships


President of the International Boxing Association (AIBA) Umar Kremlev during his visit to Uzbekistan
officially announced that AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in Tashkent in 2023.



The city of Tashkent is awarded the 2023 AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships after the successful bid
presentation by the Boxing Federation of Uzbekistan.

Nine host cities announced for 2023 Women‘s World Cup


The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be spread across nine cities in Australia and New Zealand. The opening
match will take place at Eden Park in Auckland, with Sydney‘s Stadium Australia hosting the final. The two
semifinal matches will be split between Australia and New Zealand.

Davis Cup Finals 2021 in three cities


The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining Madrid as hosts.



The International Tennis Federation (ITF) announced that Madrid, Austrian city Innsbruck and Turin in Italy
would host two of the six groups each, with the latter two both staging one quarter-final.

India wins one Gold, two Bronze medals in Asian Wrestling Championship


In Wrestling, Sarita Mor stamped her authority in the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty,
Kazakhstan by defending the women‘s 59 kg title. Indian women also won two bronze medals through Seema and
Pooja besides Sarita‘s gold. The 25-year-old Haryana wrestler made a dramatic turnaround in the closing stages of
the six-minute final bout to score a thrilling 10-7 win over Mongolia‘s Shoovdor Baatarjav.



In the Asian Championships held in February 2020 in New Delhi, Sarita had won gold while in the 2017 edition
of the continental competition, she had won silver in 58 kg. India picked up their second medal, a bronze in the
women‘s 50 kg category, when Seema scored a thumping 10-0 win over Yung Hsun Lin of Taipei. Pooja won
the third medal, a bronze in the women‘s 76 kg category. She defeated Seoyeon Jeong of Korea 5-2. Nisha too
had a good start in the women‘s 68 kg by scoring 8-0 win over Mongolia‘s Delgermaa Enkhsaikhan but lost to
Korea‘s Eun Sun Jeong 2-6 in the second round.

India clinches 14 medals in women‘s wrestling Asian Championship titles


India clinched 14 medals including 5 gold, 3 silver and 6 bronze at the Asian Wrestling Championships 2021
at Almaty, Kazakhstan. The Senior Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021.



Vinesh Phogat won her first gold in the Asian championships beating Meng Hsuan Hsieh of Taiwan in the
53-kg category final. Anshu Malik in 57-kg and Divya Kakran in 72-kg category won their respective finals as
India ended the competition with four gold, one silver and two bronze medals.

Ahmedabad‘s Narendra Modi Stadium will host T20 World Cup final


Ahmedabad‘s Narendra Modi Stadium will host the T20 World Cup final in November this year. The BCCI
has zeroed in on eight venues in all for the October-November T20 Cup, which include Delhi, Mumbai,
Chennai, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Dharamshala.
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Moreover, the Pakistan cricket team will have no difficulty in travelling to India for the ICC T20 World Cup
as the government is set to grant visas to the players from the neighbouring nation. It has been learnt that BCCI
secretary Jay Shah has informed the Apex Council about government‘s decision on giving visas to the Pakistan
players.

India Clinches 14 medal at 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championship


The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021 in Almaty, Kazakhstan.
The event was the 34th edition of the Asian Wrestling Championships. India won 14 medals to stand in the third
spot on the medal table.



The medals include 5 Gold, 3 Silver & 6 Bronze Medals. Iran and Kazakhstan topped the medal tally with 17
medals each.

India to host first ever WBC India Championship on May 1


The first-ever World Boxing Council India Championship fight, between the country‘s top women boxers
Chandni Mehra and Suman Kumari, was initially scheduled to take place on May 1 at the Great Khali
Academy in Jalandhar, Punjab as part of the LZ Promotions India Unleashed-Fight Night- the country‘s
first-ever Professional USA boxing event, sanctioned by Indian Boxing Council (IBC). However, despite
continuous efforts, the prevailing surge in cases during the rampant second wave of COVID-19 pandemic and
lockdown forced organisers to postpone the event.

Odisha wins Best State for the promotion of Sport


Odisha has been awarded with the Best Sports State Of The Decade Award for promoting sports. The Odisha
government got the award for the promotion of sports in the decade 2011-2020. This is Odisha‘s third Sportstar
Aces Awards in a row. It had won the award in 2019 and 2020 as well.

The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to Dubai


Indian-origin Sudesh Aggarwal is a veteran businessman in the UAE. His biggest venture to date remains
GRP Industries which he set up in the country back in 1988.



He also established the first manufacturing facility for polyester enclosures in the MENA region back in the
1980s and has since then bagged several lucrative contracts with governments across the region, from the UAE and
Oman to Saudi Arabia and Qatar. His diverse portfolio of investments spans real estate, food production, video
gaming and home furnishings. But he‘s now trained his sights on sports – specifically golf.

FIFA women‘s World Cup 2023 to begin in Auckland and end in Sydney


The Women‘s World Cup in 2023 will be played across 9 cities in New Zealand and Australia as the
tournament organisers revealed the venues for the showpiece event.



The tournament will begin with a match at Eden Park in Auckland while the final will be played at Sydney‘s
Stadium Australia. The two semifinal matches will be split between Australia and New Zealand.



It will be the first-of-a-kind World Cup, co-hosted by members of different confederations. This World Cup
will also be the first to feature 32 teams, up from the 24 that participated in the 2019 women‘s tournament in
France. The U.S. women‘s national team is the defending champion.
------------------
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AWARDS

Rajnikanth to be honoured with Dada Saheb Phalke Award for the year 2019


Actor-politician Rajinikanth will receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2019, India‘s highest film honour,
Union Minister Prakash Javadekar tweeted. ―Happy to announce Dadasaheb Phalke award for 2019 to one of
the greatest actors in the history of Indian cinema Rajnikant ji.



The prestigious 51st Dadasaheb Phalke Award will be honoured to superstar Rajinikanth, Union Information
and Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar announced.



Rajinikanth is the 12th South Indian to get this award. Legends like Dr Rajkumar, Akkineni Nageshwar Rao,
K Balachander have been awarded before. The legendary actor has been honoured with the Padma Bhushan
and Padma Vibhushan in the past.

Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India‘s highest award in cinema. It is presented annually at the National Film
Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Festivals. It was first presented in 1969; the award was introduced
by the Government of India to commemorate Dadasaheb Phalke‘s contribution to Indian cinema.

Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswabhusan Harichandan receives Kalinga Ratna award


Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswa Bhusan Harichandan has been conferred the ‗Kalinga Ratna‘ award for
the year 2021.



The award instituted by Sarala Sahitya Sansad was presented to Governor Biswa Bhusan Harichandan by
M. Venkaiah Naidu, Vice President of India, during the 600th Birth Anniversary of Adikabi Sarala Das and
40th Annual Celebrations of Sarala Sahitya Sansad during the programme held at Sarala Bhawan.



The Kalinga Ratna award carried a silver statue of Goddess Saraswati and a copper plaque.

Hyderabad bags three awards in Smart Cities India Expo


Hyderabad has won awards in three different categories at the national level in the 2021 International
Exhibition and 6th Smart Cities India Expo by the India Trade Promotion Organisation, a Government of
India Enterprise. Under the Green and Clean City category, the Rain Garden at Begumpet was the winner.



The Rain Garden project had the HMDA taking up the development and beautification of the stormwater
drain underneath the Begumpet flyover at the intersection of Kukatpally and Yousufguda nalas. The area
proposed for development was about 5 acres of 400 metres in length with the nala flowing with sewage from
upstream.

Maggie O‘Farrell‘s ‗Hamnet‘ wins book critics award for fiction


Maggie O‘Farrell‘s Hamnet, an imagined take on the death of Shakespeare‘s son from the bubonic plague,
has won the National Book Critics Circle prize for fiction.
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Hamnet, an unfortunately well-timed story for the current pandemic, explores the impact of the boy‘s illness
and death on his family. He was Shakespeare‘s only son, and scholars have long speculated about his influence —
if any — on ―Hamlet,‖ which Shakespeare worked on in the years following Hamnet‘s death.



Tom Zoellner‘s Island on Fire: The Revolt That Ended Slavery in the British Empire won for nonfiction, and
Amy Stanley‘s Stranger in the Shogun‘s City: A Japanese Woman and Her World was the winner in biography.
The autobiography award went to Cathy Park Hong for Minor Feelings: An Asian American Reckoning.

Chloe Zhao creates DGA Awards history, becomes first Asian woman to win top prize


Filmmaker Chloe Zhao won the top prize at the Directors Guild of America (DGA) Awards for her feature
film Nomadland, further bolstering the movie‘s frontrunner status for the upcoming Oscars.



The Beijing-born filmmaker became the first Asian woman to win the trophy for best feature directing at the
73rd edition of the awards. She is also the second woman to earn the top DGA Award, after Kathryn Bigelow
won for her 2009 movie The Hurt Locker.



The filmmaker beat out acclaimed directors David Fincher (―Mank‖), Aaron Sorkin (―The Trial of the
Chicago 7‖), Lee Isaac Chung (―Minari‖) and Emerald Fennell (―Promising Young Woman‖) to win the
marquee award.



The winner of the DGA Awards‖ top prize has historically been a strong indicator of which filmmaker will go
on to win the best director Oscar.



However, last year saw Sam Mendes bagged the main award for war drama ―1917‖, but eventually lost the
Oscar race to South Korean filmmaker Bong Joon-Ho, who won for his movie ―Parasite‖.



Darius Marder, the man behind Riz Ahmed-starrer ―Sound of Metal‖, bagged the first-time feature film
directing award.

Education Minister RP ‗Nishank‘ presents AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on women
empowerment to winners


Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on
women empowerment to the winners in New Delhi.



Mr Pokhriyal welcomed the initiative of All India Council for Technical Education, AICTE for instituting the
Lilawati Awards and stressed that such innovative steps shall be great motivation for girls to join higher education.



Based on the theme ‗Women Empowerment‘, AICTE finalized the winners from a total of 456 entries who
competed across 6 sub themes, which include, Women‘s Health, Self-Defense, Sanitation and Hygiene, Literacy,
Women Entrepreneurship and Legal Awareness.

BAFTA 2021: ‗Nomadland‘ bags four awards including best picture, director, Anthony Hopkin
wins best actor trophy


Gig-economy Western ‗Nomadland‘ won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film
Awards, which were handed out during a pandemic-curbed ceremony that recognized a diverse array of screen
talent.



‗Nomadland‘ filmmaker Chloe Zhao became only the second woman, and the first woman of color, to win the
BAFTA for best director, and star Frances McDormand was named best actress. ‗Nomadland‘ also took the
cinematography prize.



Emerald Fennell‘s revenge comedy ‗Promising Young Woman‘ was named best British film, while the best
actor trophy went to 83-year-old Anthony Hopkins for playing a man grappling with dementia in ‗The Father.



The British Academy Film Awards or BAFTA Film Awards are presented in an annual award show hosted
by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts to honour the best British and international
contributions to film.
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The ceremonies were initially held at the flagship Odeon cinema in Leicester Square in London, before being
held at the Royal Opera House from 2008 to 2016. Since 2017, the ceremony has been held at the Royal Albert
Hall in London.

Guneet Monga conferred with Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters honour


Acclaimed filmmaker, Guneet Monga to be conferred with honour of the Knight of the Order of Arts and
Letters (Chevalier dans I‘Ordre des Arts et des Lettres). It is the second-highest civilian French honour and
has earlier been awarded to big Hollywood names like Meryl Streep, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Bruce Willis.



As a producer, Guneet has several critically acclaimed films to her credit. The list includes Masaan, Lunchbox,
Haraamkhor, Peddlers; Oscar-winning short film documentary — Period, End of Sentence, among others.

Indian Business Tycoon Yusuffali MA Gets Top Civilian Award In UAE


Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan has honoured Indian-origin
businessman Yusuffali MA and 11 other individuals with Abu Dhabi‘s top civilian award for their noble and
charitable contributions to the community. The prestigious award was given to Mr Yusuffali, who was born in
Kerala, for his outstanding contribution to Abu Dhabi‘s business, industry and support to various philanthropic
initiatives.



Mr Yusuffali, the Chairman and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi-based LuLu Group which operates
hypermarkets and retail companies in many countries, was honoured on Friday by the Crown Prince.

Wisden Award 2021 announced


To perpetuate the 50th anniversary of the first One-Day International, five ODI cricketers of the decade have
been listed in Wisden Almanack‘s 2021 edition. One cricketer has been selected from each decade between 1971
and 2021, with the Indian captain been granted the award for the 2010s.



India captain Virat Kohli Wisden Almanack‘s ODI player of the 2010s. Sachin Tendulkar is the ODI
Cricketer of the 1990s.



Kapil Dev was named as the ODI Cricketer for the 1980s.



England all-rounder Ben Stokes is ‗Leading Cricketer of the Year‘.



Australia‘s Beth Mooney is ‗Leading Women‘s Cricketer in the World‘. West Indies all-rounder Kieron
Pollard was adjudged the ‗Leading T20 Cricketer in the World‘. Meanwhile, Jason Holder, Mohammed
Rizwan, Dom Sibley, Zak Crawley, and Darren Stevens have been awarded the Wisden Cricketers of the Year 20

Marathi film Puglya wins Best Foreign Feature at Moscow Film Fest


The Marathi film ―Puglya‖ has won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International Film
Festival, 2021. The film Puglya has been directed and produced by Vinod Sam Peter under the banner
Abraham Films.



So far, this film has won over 45 awards and recognitions at various international film festivals. The film is yet
to be released in India. The film revolves around a pug and two boys, who are around 10 years old.

Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish makes it to Forbes Asia‘s 30 ‗Under-30‘ list


Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish, CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based
supplement company Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her
venture. At present, Cosmix is one of the fastest-growing ventures in the country.



Within one year of its operation, Cosmix has registered a turnover of around Rs 2 crore, all credit goes to the
products, its manufacturing and marketing techniques.

Saudi activist wins top European rights prize


Saudi Arabian rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul, who was detained for campaigning to allow women to
drive in the country, was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe.
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She was awarded the 60,000-euro ($72,238) prize in an online ceremony for ―outstanding civil society action
in defense of human rights.‖ Hathloul, who was released in February after spending 1,001 days in prison and is
forbidden from travelling outside the country as well as speaking to the media, was not present for the ceremony.



Hathloul was detained in May 2018 along with several women activists in an apparent crackdown on dissent
in the kingdom. She was at the forefront of the campaign to end the rudimentary system of male guardianship
and ban on women driving in public. Before and after her arrest, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman
unleashed a series of reforms including lifting the archaic ban on driving, allowing women to drive in public,
in a bid to modernize the Saudi society.

Rumana Sinha Sehgal won the Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021


Rumana Sinha Sehgal, Software engineer turned entrepreneur from Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, won the
Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021 by the Diplomatic Mission Global Peace. She was virtually
awarded for her contribution to the field of developing innovative and functional green products by recycling
varied materials and non-biodegradable materials.
------------------

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 88

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021

PERSONS IN NEWS
Principal Scientific Advisor K. VijayRaghavan gets extension


The government has extended the term of Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA) K. Vijay Raghavan by a year.
Dr. Vijayaraghavan, was appointed PSA in 2018 after retiring as Secretary, Department of Biotechnology. His
contract ends on the April 2, but has now been extended until April, 2022.



Since the pandemic began, the Office of the PSA has been among the key coordinating agencies with industry,
research bodies, health and science ministries to accelerate the development of diagnostics, drugs and
vaccines.



The PSA office has also been instrumental in formulating the National Science Innovation and Technology
Policy as well as the forthcoming National Research Foundation.

Biden Nominates Indian-American Rupa Ranga Puttagunta As Judge Of DC District Court


US President Joe Biden announced his intent to nominate Indian-American Rupa Ranga Puttagunta as a
federal judge, among 10 other diverse picks for top judicial positions which include African-American and Muslim
American candidates.



Among the presidential nominations, 10 are for Federal Circuit and District Court judge posts, and one is for
Superior Court Judge for the District of Columbia. If confirmed by the US Senate, Judge Puttagunta would be
the first Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) woman to serve on the US District Court for the
District of DC.

S Ramann appointed as SIDBI Chairman & MD


The government has appointed S Ramann as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries
Development Bank of India (SIDBI). The appointment is for a period of three years from the date of his assuming
the charge or until further orders.



Ramann, a 1991-batch Indian Audit & Accounts Service officer, is currently the CEO of National EGovernance Services Ltd, India‘s first Information Utility.

NCAER appoints World Bank‘s economist Poonam Gupta as Director General


National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) said it has appointed the World Bank‘s lead
economist Poonam Gupta as its next Director-General. Prior to joining the World Bank in 2013, Gupta was
the Reserve Bank of India Chair Professor at NIPFP, and a Professor of Macroeconomics at ICRIER, the
economic think-tank said in a release.



She has taught at the Delhi School of Economics, and the University of Maryland. She started her professional
career as an economist at the International Monetary Fund, Washington DC. Gupta, the first woman Director
General of NCAER, will succeed Shekhar Shah who has led NCAER since 2011 and will complete his second
five-year term in early May.

PM Modi released Hindi translation of ‗Odisha Itihaas‘ written by Dr Harekrushna Mahtab


Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book Odisha Itihaas written by Utkal
Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi.



The book available in Odia and English so far has been translated into Hindi by Shankarlal Purohit. The
event marking the release of the Hindi version has been organised by Harekrushna Mahtab Foundation. Dr.
Harekrushna Mahtab was a notable figure in the Indian Independence Movement.



He served as Chief Minister of Odisha from 1946 to 1950 and from 1956 to 1961. He wrote the book Odisha
Itihaas in Ahmednagar Fort Jail, where he was imprisoned for more than two years during 1942 to 1945.

Sushil Chandra appointed as Chief Election Commissioner


Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra was appointed as the Chief Election Commissioner. According to a
statement issued by the Legislative Department of the ministry, Chandra assumed charge on April 13.
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Chandra was appointed as an election commissioner on February 14, 2019, ahead of the Lok Sabha elections.
He would demit office on May 14, 2022. Under him, the Election Commission would hold assembly polls in Goa,
Manipur, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.

Election Commission of India operates under the authority of Constitution per Article 324. The body
administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state Legislative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the
President and Vice President in the country. Chief Election Commissioner of India is usually a member of the
Indian Civil Service and mostly from the Indian Administrative Service. It is very difficult to remove the
authority of the Chief Election Commissioner once appointed by the president, as two-thirds of the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha need to vote against him for disorderly conduct or improper actions. Sukumar Sen was the
first Chief Election Commissioner of India, serving from 21 March 1950 to 19 December 1958. Sushil Chandra
is a 1980 batch Indian Revenue Service officer. He is the current and 24th Chief Election Commissioner.

Judge who gave Babri case verdict is appointed ‗Up-lokayukta‘


Retired judge Surendra Kumar Yadav, who gave the verdict in the high-profile Babri mosque demolition
case, took oath as an ‗up-lokayukta‘ in Uttar Pradesh. ―Yadav was appointed as third ‗up-lokayukta‘ by the
Governor on April 6.

RBI approves re-appointment of Murali Natarajan as DCB Bank MD and CEO


Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the reappointment of Murali M. Natrajan as the Managing Director & CEO, for a further period of one year from
April 29, 2021.



He was appointed as MD and CEO of DCB Bank in May 2009. Prior to joining DCB, Natrajan has worked
with foreign banks Standard Chartered & Citibank.

Arun Raste named new MD & CEO of NCDEX


The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said Arun Raste will be its next managing
director and CEO for a period of five years.



Market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has given approval to the appointment of
Arun Raste as MD and CEO of NCDEX for a period of 5 years.

Accenture‘s Rekha Menon takes over as Nasscom‘s first woman Chairperson


Rekha Menon, chairperson and MD of Accenture India, has been appointed as the first woman chairperson
of IT industry body Nasscom.



Menon, who succeeds Infosys COO Pravin Rao, would be at the helm for 2021-22. Krishnan Ramanujam,
president and head of business & technology services at TCS, will be vice-chairperson for the year. The
industry body also has a new executive council — of which 40% members are women.

Priyanka Mohite becomes first Indian woman to scale Mt Annapurna


Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain
peak in the world, becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.



Mount Annapurna is a massif in the Himalayas located in Nepal that includes one peak over 8,000 metres and
is considered to be one of the toughest mountains to climb.

1004th birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021


1004th birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021. Sri Ramanuja Acharya was
born in 1017 CE at Shriperumbudur village in Tamil Nadu. He was a great theologian philosopher and thinker
of devotional Hinduism. He is the most respected Acharya in the philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism. Ramanuja is
also known as Ramanujacharya.



Sri Ramanuja was named Lakshmana at the time of his birth. He was also referred to as Ilaya Perumal which
means the radiant one. He disappeared at the age of 120 in Srirangam, Tamil Nadu in 1137 CE.

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 90

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021

OBUTARIES
Czech Republic‘s richest man, Petr Kellner, dies in helicopter crash on a skiing trip in Alaska


Petr Kellner, the Czech Republic‘s richest man and founder of investment group PPF, was killed in
a helicopter crash on a skiing trip in Alaska.



A helicopter carrying guides and guests on a heli-skiing excursion north of Anchorage slammed into a mountain
and then rolled downhill hundreds of feet, killing the pilot and four of the five passengers. Among the dead in the
crash was billionaire Petr Kellner, the richest man in the Czech Republic.

Prince Philip, husband of Britain‘s Queen Elizabeth II, passes away at 99


Britain‘s Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II‘s husband has died at the age of 99. The Prince married
Princess Elizabeth in 1947, five years before she became Queen, and was the longest-serving royal consort in
British history.



In March, the Duke of Edinburgh left hospital after a month-long stay for treatment. Philip spent 65 years
supporting the queen, retiring from his public role in 2017 and staying largely out of the view since.

Former RBI Governor Maidavolu Narasimham passes away


The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was
famously known as the ―Father of Indian Banking Reforms‖.



He was the 13th Governor of RBI and served from May 2, 1977, to November 30, 1977. He was known for
being the chair of two high-powered committees on banking and financial sector reforms. The idea of bank
mergers and creating strong megabanks was first mooted by the Narasimham Committee. The first
Narasimham Committee report presented in 1991.



In 1998 the government appointed yet another committee under the chairmanship of Mr Narsimham. It is
better known as the Banking Sector Committee. It was told to review the banking reform progress and design a
programme for further strengthening the financial system of India. The committee focused on various areas
such as capital adequacy, bank mergers, bank legislation, etc.
------------------
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MISCELLANEOUS
India‘s first AC railway terminal in Bengaluru to be inaugurated ‗soon‘ by PM Modi


Sir M Visvesvaraya Railway Terminal, situated in Bengaluru‘s Baiyappanahalli is set to be inaugurated by
Prime Minister Modi, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board Suneet Sharma confirmed
after an inspection held at soon-to-be India‘s first centralised air-conditioned railway terminal. The terminal is
expected to handle 32 pairs of trains once operations begin.

Education Minister inaugurates Center for Happiness in Indian Institute of Management


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘
inaugurated ―Ānandam: The Center for Happiness‖ in Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Jammu,
virtually.

Validity of documents related to Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and Central Motor Vehicle Rules,
1989 extended till 30th June


India Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has extended the validity of documents related to Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988 and Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989 till 30th June this year.



This includes documents such as fitness, permit, driving License and registration. The Ministry has said this step
has been taken to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and help citizens in availing transport related services. This will
also ensure that citizens, transporters, and various other organizations, which are operating under this
difficult time, do not get harassed or face difficulty.

Delhi govt kick-starts establishment of India‘s first virtual school


Deputy Chief Minister and Education Minister Manish Sisodia presided over a meeting to outline the scope
of the Delhi Model Virtual School, a first-of-its-kind virtual school that will strive to provide excellent
education to students remotely through personalised teaching-learning, effective assessments and use of
cutting edge technology. It is to be noted that Delhi Government had proposed to establish the virtual school in the
budget of FY 2021-22.

Govt launches All-India Survey of Migrant Workers


Government launched the All-India Survey of Migrant Workers and All-India Quarterly Establishmentbased Employment Survey. Labour and Employment Ministry said, the objective of the All-India Survey of
Migrant Workers is to study the kind of employment-related migration undertaken by workers.



The survey will provide the details of working and living conditions faced by Migrant Workers and impact of
COVID 19 on their world of work. All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey will provide
the employment estimates for establishments employing ten or more workers as well as those with employing
nine or less workers.



The survey will provide crucial data on the changes in employment situation across the selected sectors on a
quarterly basis. The Ministry said, these surveys will plug-in the data gap on various aspects of labour and
employment and will aide evidence-based policy making processes.

Lakshadweep, district Budgam in J-K declared TB free


Dr Harsh Vardhan, Union minister for health and family welfare inaugurated ―World Tuberculosis Day‖
celebrations along with Ashwini Kumar Choubey, minister of state, health and family Welfare.



Awards were also given to best performing states/UTs based on their State TBI Index. Lakshadweep (UT)
and the district of Budgam (J&K) were declared TB-free.
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India‘s First Passenger Train‘s Engine To Be Installed In Maharashtra


The steam engine of the first passenger train that plied between Mumbai and Thane in 1853 will be installed
at Thane railway station premises. The first passenger train in India ran from Mumbai (Bori Bunder) to
Thane on April 16, 1853 and covered a distance of 34 km.

UP emerges as top state in digital transactions: state government


The Uttar Pradesh government claimed that the state has emerged as the number one state in terms of digital
transactions. ―Thanks to the sustained and focussed emphasis of the UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath on
assimilation of technology with the economy, people in the state have embraced digital transactions like nowhere
else in India‖.



The government said that Siddharthnagar and Firozabad will be fully digital by March 2021. Meanwhile, the
state‘s Food and Civil Supply Department has been chosen for ―Excellence in Digital Governance‖ award.
The President will give away this award on December 30.

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar participates in Climate and Development Ministerial
meet in run up to COP26


Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar participated in the virtual
Climate and Development Ministerial meet in the run up to COP26, the UN Climate Change Conference 2021.
He had suggested COP26 presidency to take up discussion on one issue at a time. He expressed happiness that
during meet the issue of finance was discussed exclusively.

Siddipet gets first ‗Swachha Badi‘ in South India


Siddipet got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children will be educated
about waste management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste.



The General Assembly expressed its deep conviction of the common interest of mankind in promoting and
expanding the exploration and use of outer space, as the province of all mankind, for peaceful purposes and in
continuing efforts to extend to all States the benefits derived there from.

AI for Agriculture Hackathon during April 7-9


Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s
citizen engagement programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of water
scarcity in India. The hackathon aims to encourage and find innovative solutions leveraging artificial intelligence
to conserve freshwater usage, and to address water scarcity problems in India.

NITI Aayog launched Online Dispute Resolution handbook


NITI Aayog launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India. ODR is the
resolution of disputes outside courts, particularly of small and medium-value cases, using digital technology and
techniques of alternate dispute resolution such as negotiation, mediation, and arbitration. Supreme Court Judge,
Justice D Y Chandrachud delivered the opening address and launch the handbook.

US, India to focus on climate finance, resilient infrastructure


US and India will collaborate on a 2030 agenda with focus on clean and green energy, adequate finance,
resilient infrastructure and green hydrogen.

Be the Brand Ambassador of Tribes India and Be a Friend of TRIBES INDIA Contest launched
by Trifed in association with MyGov.in


Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation Ltd (TRIFED), has launched two interesting
competitions, Be the Brand Ambassador of Tribes India and Be a friend of TRIBES INDIA Contest in
association with MyGov.in.



These competitions have been launched with the sole objective of promoting tribal craft, culture and lifestyle.
Through these innovative contests, awareness about tribal heritage, arts, crafts can be enhanced among the general
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public. With more knowledge and awareness about tribal heritage, it is hoped that citizens will also contribute to
overall tribal empowerment by purchasing more tribal products. Be the Brand Ambassador of Tribes India is
inviting stories featuring any tribal products from customers across the country.

Railway logs highest ever route electrification in single year


Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over six thousand route kilometer
in a single year during 2020-21. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, it has surpassed the previous highest of over
five thousand route kilometer achieved in 2018-19.



Indian Railways has given a lot of emphasis on electrification in the recent years to reduce the country‘s
dependence on imported petroleum-based energy. It has also commissioned a record 56 Traction Sub Stations
during 2020-21, as against previous best of 42, which shows an improvement of 33 percent.



More than five times electrification was achieved in the last seven years as compared to 2007-14. Some of the
Major sections electrified by the Indian Railways over the years include Mumbai-Howrah via Jabalpur,
Delhi-Darbhanga-Jaynagar and Chennai-Trichy.



Ministry of Railways said that Railways has planned to fully electrify its tracks by December 2023. Total Rail
electrification would contribute to the goal of ―net zero‖ emissions by 2030 by drawing its entire electrical load
from renewable energy sources.

J&K: LG along with Sports Minister inaugurate Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water
Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union Minister of
State for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water
Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park in world-famous Dal Lake in Srinagar city.



Lietenant Governor Manoj Sinha present on the occasion expressed gratitude to Kiren Rijiju and thanked Govt of
India for adopting the Water Sports Centre as Khelo India Centre of Excellence. He said that the inauguration
of the Khelo India Centre of Excellence at Srinagar is a moment of great happiness as the state-of-the-art centre
of Excellence would give wings to the potential of many athletes of Jammu and Kashmir.



Various water Sports activities, demonstrations showcasing water sports talent of J&K including kayaking,
Surf Riding, Canoe Slalom, Dal lifestyle, Water skiing, Canoe Sprint Race, swimming, besides, cultural
programmes were presented to mark the event.

Niti Aayog launches India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0


With an aim to provide single-window access to the energy data for the country, government think tank Niti
Aayog launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0, according to an official statement.



While launching the IED, Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said that it is an endeavour to establish a
central energy database of the country. This includes monthly data and API linked data from some portals
maintained by the government agencies, it added. Niti Aayog had launched the Version 1.0 in May 2017.

Jitendra Singh launches 75 series Pension awareness to mark 75 years of India‘s independence


Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr Jitendra Singh launched 75 series Pension awareness
to mark 75 years of India‘s independence.



As a part of the Amrut Mahotsav, the Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare will organize a wide
range of activities. Dr Jitendra Singh said, it will be a highly innovative and creative method of observing the 75th
year of India‘s independence by dedicating it to the cause of pensioners and elder citizens.

J&K: Udhampur bags top position at National level for successfully implementing PMGSY
during 2020-21


Udhampur district of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National level
for successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21. The district
has received top position for constructing roads of 560.49 km in 2020-21.
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However, four more districts from the Union Territory have also figured in the list of PMGSY top performing 30
districts in the country. It includes Rajouri, Doda, Kathua and Reasi districts of Jammu division of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Mettur-Sarabanga lift irrigation project


National Green Tribunal has allowed the Tamil Nadu government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga
lift irrigation project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.



The application claimed that prior environmental clearance was not obtained before work for the project
commenced. It also alleged irregularity in the construction of the project and said the project was envisaged in
total disregard of riparian rights of the delta farmers. Also, since the project involved the interests of Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala, clearance from the Central government was required.

‗Tamizhp Puththaandu‘ being celebrated across Tamil Nadu


Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the Tamil Calendar. It is
an auspicious occasion for new projects and new ventures in family and social circles.



Foods with six different tastes are made at home. Sweet, salt, bitter, sour, spicy and thuvarpu dishes are
traditional menus for the day. The vadai payasam pacchadi or yoghurt based dishes are generally prepared with
mango. Mango, jackfruit and banana, the mukkani dish are considered to be the tastiest.



People visit temples to pay obeisance and also visit friends and families. Chithirai is also the summer season of
the year where the heat begins to rise above normalcy.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurates IAF Commanders‘ Conference 2021


Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders‘
Conference 2021 at Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan in New Delhi.



The conference of apex level leadership is aimed at addressing the issues of IAF‘s operational capabilities in the
times to come. Various welfare and Human Resource measures to improve HR and administrative efficiency will
also be discussed. Air Force Commanders‘ Conference is a bi-annual conference held at Subroto Hall, Air
Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan.



The Conference provides a forum to the senior leadership of the IAF to discuss critical issues pertaining to
Operations, Maintenance and Administration. The conference is attended by the Air Officers Commanding-inChief of all Commands of IAF, all Principal Staff Officers and all Director Generals posted at Air
Headquarters.

The world‘s priciest painting, ‗Salvator Mundi‘, may be a Leonardo da Vinci after all


The world‘s most expensive painting, the ―Salvator Mundi‖, may be the work of Leonardo da Vinci after all.
The painting of Christ has not been seen in public since it was bought for $450 million by the Saudi royal
family at a 2017 Christie‘s auction.



―The Savior for Sale‖, a documentary by filmmaker Antoine Vitkine due to run on French TV this week, claims
the Saudis withheld the painting from a 2019 exhibition at The Louvre after its experts concluded it was produced
by da Vinci‘s workshop and that the master only ―contributed‖ to it.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launches Online Grievance Management Portal of National
Commission for Scheduled Castes


Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the Online Grievance Management Portal of the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes. Presently the complaints of victims, who are members of Scheduled Caste are
processed manually in the commission. The new mechanism has been introduced to handle the complaints in online
mode from the victim.



The National Commission for Scheduled Castes is an Indian constitutional body established with a view to
provide safeguards against the exploitation of Scheduled Castes.
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Speaking on the occasion, Mr Prasad said, this launching of Online Grievance Management Portal is especially
important as the nation is observing the birth anniversary of one of India‘s great luminaries Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. Mr Prasad said, Dr. Ambedkar worked for the upliftment of the marginalised and downtrodden sections
of the society. The Minister opined that digital India needs to be a mass movement in the country.

Haridwar Kumbh Mela 2021


The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every 12 years at Haridwar, India. The exact date is determined
according to Hindu astrology: the Mela is held when Jupiter is in Aquarius and the sun enters Aries. An Ardh
Kumbh (―Half Kumbh‖) Mela is held six years after a Kumbh Mela. Currently Deepak Rawat IAS is the
Kumbh mela officer, Haridwar.



The event possesses deep religious significance to Hindus as well as other spiritual seekers. Historically, it was
an important commercial event, and was attended by merchants from as far as Arabia. The Haridwar Kumbh
Mela is currently happening in 2021 amidst the COVID-19 pandemic.

Tourism and Culture Minister inaugurates first-ever online exhibition on Ramayana


Tourism and Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel has inaugurated the first-ever online exhibition on
Ramayana. The weblink for the online exhibition is www.nmvirtual.in/Virtual_Tour/Ramayan. Mr Patel addressed
a webinar ‗India‘s Heritage: Powering Tourism‘ on the occasion of World Heritage Day 2021. The online
exhibition showcases forty nine miniature paintings collections of National Museum, New Delhi from different
art schools of India.

Czech govt expels 18 Russian diplomats over 2014 blast


Czech Republic has said that it will expel 18 Russian diplomats identified by local intelligence as secret agents
of the Russia that are suspected of involvement in a 2014 explosion. Foreign Minister Jan Hamacek said that 18
employees of the Russian embassy must leave Czech republic within 48 hours.



Prime Minister Andrej Babis said Czech authorities had clear evidence linking Russian officers to an
explosion in an ammunition warehouse in 2014 which left two people dead.

J-K constitutes Special Task Force for cases invoking Article 311


The J&K government has constituted a Special Task Force (STF) for identifying and scrutinising the
government employees who are involved in any cases related to posing threat to the security or anti-national
activities. STF will scrutinise cases of employees suspected of activities requiring action under Article
311(2)(C) of the Constitution.



To tighten noose against employees waging war against India, STF headed by Additional Director General of
Police (CID), has been assigned the task of speedily scrutinising and screening such cases in a time-bound
manner.



Employees who will be found to be involved in aiding terror - directly or indirectly - will be immediately
dismissed from service. To avoid any legal hassle, last year on July 30, the General Administration Department
(GAD) of the J&K invoked a special provision - under Art 311 - of the Constitution of India for the purpose
of terminating the services of the employees or reducing their ranks without holding an inquiry, but on the
basis of evidence against them.
------------------
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IMPORTANT DAYS
World Theatre Day


World Theatre Day (WTD) is an international observance celebrated on 27 March. It was initiated in 1961 by
the International Theatre Institute.



It is celebrated annually on 27 March by ITI Centres and the international theatre community. Various
national and international theatre events are organized to mark this occasion.

International Mine Awareness Day 4 April


On 8 December 2005, the General Assembly declared that 4 April of each year shall be observed as the
International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action.



It called for continued efforts by States, with the assistance of the United Nations and relevant organizations,
to foster the establishment and development of national mine-action capacities in countries where mines and
explosive remnants of war constitute a serious threat to the safety, health and lives of the civilian population, or an
impediment to social and economic development at the national and local levels.



This year, the theme of International Mine Awareness Day is ‗Perseverance, Partnership, and Progress‘. This
year, the UN has laid focus to advance the work so that new partnerships can be formed.

Utkala Dibasa


Odisha Day, also Odisha Divas and Utkala Dibasa, is celebrated on 1 April in the Indian state of Odisha in
memory of the formation of the state as a separate state out of Bihar and Orissa Province with addition of
Koraput and Ganjam from the Madras Presidency on 1 April 1936.

World Autism Awareness Day 2 April


The 2021 World Autism Awareness Day observance addressed these issues through a virtual event that will
include moderated panel discussions with individuals on the autism spectrum who have themselves experienced the
challenges and seen these new opportunities in the employment market.



This year, the theme is ‗Inclusion in the Workplace: Challenges and Opportunities in a PostPandemic World‘.

International Day of Conscience 5 April


Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations
based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language
or religion, the General Assembly declared 5 April the International Day of Conscience.



The theme of the 2021 International Day of Conscience is, ―Promoting a Culture of Peace with Love and
Conscience.‖

World Frog Day


Every year, March 20 is observed as World Frog Day to celebrate the existence of these tailless amphibians.
The day was first observed in 2009 with an aim to raise awareness of the different species of frogs and to protect
them further.

International Day of Sport for Development and Peace


The United Nations has designated April 6 as International Day of Sport for Development and Peace to
celebrate sport as an enabler of positive social change and community development. The day gives us an
opportunity to recognise the role physical activity and sport plays in building a prosperous and sustainable world.

World Homeopathy Day 2021


The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on April 10. This day is celebrated to honor the birth of
the father of the Homeopathy system of medicines Dr. Samuel Hahnemann.
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Born in Paris, France, he was a German physician, who was an acclaimed scientist, a great scholar, and
linguist. He discovered the way to heal through the use of homeopathy. He died on July 2, 1843.



The World Homeopathy Day theme 2021 is ―Homoeopathy – Roadmap for Integrative Medicine‖

National Pet Day


National pet day is celebrated on April 11 every year in the USA. The day is dedicated to the pets, people on this
day take time off their busy schedules and pays extra attention, care and love to their pets.

International Day of Human Space Flight 12 April


The General Assembly declared 12 April as the International Day of Human Space Flight ―to celebrate each
year at the international level the beginning of the space era for mankind, reaffirming the important contribution of
space science and technology in achieving sustainable development goals and increasing the well-being of States
and peoples, as well as ensuring the realization of their aspiration to maintain outer space for peaceful purposes.‖



12 April 1961 was the date of the first human space flight, carried out by Yuri Gagarin, a Soviet citizen. This
historic event opened the way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity.

National Safe Motherhood day 2021


National Safe Motherhood Day is an initiative of the White Ribbon Alliance. The government of India
declared in 2003 the national safe motherhood day on April 11. It became the first country to do so.



Every year a theme is decided by White Ribbon Alliance to raise awareness about adequate access to care during
pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal services.

National Fire Service Day


Every year 14th April is observed as National Fire Service Day. On this day, in the year 1944, the fire service
personnel displayed exemplary courage and devotion to duty as they fought the huge fire that had erupted following
an explosion on a ship S.S. Fort Sticken berthed at the docks of Mumbai Port Trust.



Many fire fighters lost their lives, leaving behind their names etched in the minds of Mumbaites forever. Even after
this accident, while fighting fire, so many fire fighters have lost their lives. On 14th April of every year, due
respect and homage is paid to those brave fighters.

International Day for Monuments and Sites


World Heritage Day observed globally on 18 April every year. The day is observed to raise awareness about the
cultural heritage that we see around us. Every year, the United Nations marks April 18 as the International Day
for Monuments and Sites. In many countries the day is also celebrated as World Heritage Day.



The theme for this year is ―Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures‖. Globally, the day is promoted by the International
Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS).

National Civil Services Day


The National Civil Services Day is observed on April 21 every year and is dedicated to India‘s civil servants for
their contribution and hard work in public administration. The first National Civil Service Day was observed in
the year 2006.



The Government of India chose April 21 as the National Civil Service Day as on this day the country‘s first
home minister, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the newly appointed Administrative Services Officers in
1947. The historic occasion took place at the Metcalfe House in Delhi. Sardar Patel had referred to the civil servants
as the ―steel frame of India‖ or in other words the backbone of the country‘s administration.

Earth Day celebrated on April 22


April 22 is Earth Day, an international event celebrated around the world to pledge support for
environmental protection. The year 2021 marks the 51st anniversary of the annual celebrations. This year‘s theme
for Earth Day is ‗Restore Our Earth‘.
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In 2009, the United Nations designated April 22 as ‗International Mother Earth Day‘. ―Recovery from
the COVID-19 pandemic is a chance to set the world on a cleaner, greener, more sustainable path,‖ said UN
Secretary-General António Guterres.



Earth Day is an annual event on April 22 to demonstrate support for environmental protection. First held on
April 22, 1970, it now includes a wide range of events coordinated globally by EarthDay.com (formerly Earth Day
Network) including 1 billion people in more than 193 countries.

National Panchayati Raj Day


National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry of
Panchayati Raj on 24 April annually. Then Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh declared the first National
Panchayati Raj Day on 24 April 2010.

World Malaria Day


World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on 25 April and recognizes
global efforts to control malaria. Globally, 3.3 billion people in 106 countries are at risk of malaria..



The theme of World Malaria Day 2021 is ―Reaching the zero malaria target‖.
------------------
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QUESTIONS
1.

Recently, Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and South Korean Defence Minister Suh Wook inaugurated the Indo-Korean
Bilateral Friendship Park in _______.
(a) Gwalior Cant
(b) Delhi Cant
(c) Ambala Cant
(d) Agra Cant

2.

Recently, India Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has extended the validity of documents related to Motor Vehicles
Act, 1988 and Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989 till _______ this year.
(a) 30th April
(b) 30th June
(c) 31st July
(d) 31st October

3.

Which of the following districts of Jammu & Kashmir was recently declared TB-free?
(a) Anantnag
(b) Ramban
(c) Jammu
(d) Budgam

4.

Recently, Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu has inaugurated the state‘s first formal indigenous language and
knowledge system school in _______ district.
(a) East Kameng
(b) West Kameng
(c) Itanagar
(d) East Siang

5.

Recently, Union Cabinet was apprised of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) between India and _______ in water
resources field.
(a) Madagascar
(b) Mauritius
(c) Japan
(d) Seychelles

6.

According to the GROHE Hurun India Real Estate Rich List 2020, who among the following topped the list for the fourth year
in a row?
(a) Mangal Prabhat Lodha (b) Rajiv Singh
(c) Anand Piramal
(d) Adi Godrej

7.

The first Indian company to buy Guyanese crude Liza is
(a) Essar Energy
(b) Reliance Energy
(c) Adani Energy

(d) HPCL-Mittal Energy Ltd

In 2021, Earth Hour Day was observed all over the world on:
(a) 23rd March
(b) 25th March
(c) 27th March

(d) 31st March

8.

9.

Who among the following became the first female referee to officiate a men‘s World Cup qualifier?
(a) Alexandra Culp
(b) Stephanie Frappart
(c) Diana Mapple
(d) Georgia Mill

10.

Which of the following cities has won awards in three different categories at the national level in the 2021 International
Exhibition?
(a) Hyderabad
(b) Pune
(c) Bengaluru
(d) Chennai

11.

Which of the following states has been awarded with the Best Sports State Of The Decade Award for promoting sports?
(a) Jharkhand
(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Haryana
(d) Odisha

12.

Which of the following countries along with India recently agreed to revamp Strategic Energy Partnership (SEP)?
(a) USA
(b) Japan
(c) China
(d) Russia

13.

Recently, President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the Government of National Capital Territory of Delhi (Amendment)
Act, 2021. As per the new amendment, the expression ―Government‖ referred to in any law to be made by the Legislative
Assembly shall mean the _______.
(a) Lieutenant Governor
(b) Lieutenant General
(c) Governor
(d) President
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14.

Recently, Chief Justice of India (CJI) SA Bobde has recommended the name of _______ to the Centre for appointing him as
his successor after he demits office on April 23, 2021.
(a) Justice R.F. Nariman
(b) Justice Uday Umesh Lalit
(c) Justice NV Ramana
(d) Justice A.M. Khanwilkar

15.

Which of the following banks launched ―UNI – CARBON CARD‖, an HPCL co-branded credit card on the Rupay platform of
NPCI?
(a) United Bank of India
(b) Union Bank of India
(c) Canara Bank
(d) Punjab National Bank

16.

The new version of Exam Warriors written by _______ is now available with many new mantras for students as well as
parents.
(a) Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(b) President Ramnath Kovind
(c) Education Minister Ramesh Pokhariyal ―Nishank‖
(d) Home Minister Amit Shah

17.

Sir M Visvesvaraya Railway Terminal, situated in Bengaluru‘s Baiyappanahalli is inaugurated by Prime Minister Modi. It is
India‘s first________________.
(a) India‘s first two way access railway terminal
(b) India‘s first underground cargo storage railway terminal
(c) India‘s first 20 waiting lounge railway terminal
(d) India‘s first centralised air-conditioned railway terminal

18.

Recently, Maggie O‘Farrell‘s _______ an imagined take on the death of Shakespeare‘s son from the bubonic plague, has won
the National Book Critics Circle prize for fiction.
(a) Hamnet
(b) Special 24
(c) Athello Jin
(d) Purpose

19.

The ISRO is embarking on a mission of a different kind by taking the Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology (IIST)
to a much higher, futuristic research orbit. Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology is located at:
(a) Shimla
(b) Thiruvananthapuram
(c) Mysuru
(d) Vishakhapatnam

20.

World Theatre Day (WTD) is an international observance celebrated on _______.
(a) 24th March
(b) 25th March
(c) 26th March

(d) 27th March

21.

Which state is set to become the country‘s first state to have two green energy efficient towns?
(a) Assam
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Bihar

22.

Recently, Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ inaugurated ―Ānandam: The Center for Happiness‖ in:
(a) Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Ahmadabad
(b) Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Lucknow
(c) Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Jammu
(d) Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Kolkata

23.

Which of the following countries has built a military base on the remote Kotelny Island?
(a) Japan
(b) Russia
(c) Canada
(d) Finland

24.

Recently, Shaheed Ashfaqullah Khan Zoological Park was inaugurated by Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in:
(a) Varanasi
(b) Prayagraj
(c) Gorakhpur
(d) Meerut
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25.

The Banks are likely to decline auto payments from _______.
(a) April 1
(b) May 1
(c) June 30

(d) July 15

26.

Which of the following companies has partnered with leading regional and global partners to build two new subsea cables –
Echo and Bifrost – that will provide vital new connections between the Asia-Pacific region and North America?
(a) Facebook
(b) Amazon
(c) Tesla
(d) Reliance

27.

Recently, Petr Kellner died in helicopter crash on a skiing trip in Alaska. He was the richest person of:
(a) Czech Republic
(b) Iceland
(c) Finland
(d) Poland

28.

India would be involved in the development of the transmission lines for the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in _______ as part
of its credit line for the neighbouring country.
(a) Bangladesh
(b) Nepal
(c) Bhutan
(d) Sri Lanka

29.

Recently, Indian Government has extended the term of Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA) _______ by a year.
(a) Amit Panghal
(b) R. Himayath
(c) K. Vijay Raghavan
(d) R Balasunder

30.

Odisha Day, also Odisha Divas and Utkala Dibasa, is celebrated on:
(a) 27th March
(b) 31st March
(c) 1st April

(d) 3rd April

31.

The Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement, CECPA will come into force between:
(a) India and Maldives
(b) India and Thailand
(c) India and Mauritius
(d) India and Singapore

32.

Name the Indian-American who was nominated by the US president as judge of DC District Court.
(a) Rupa Ranga Puttagunta (b) Deepa Mehta
(c) Manisha Anandita Mahajan
(d) Anita Maheshwari

33.

In the World Economic Forum's Global Gender Gap Report 2021, India has been ranked _______ among 156 countries.
(a) 112th
(b) 119th
(c) 128th
(d) 140th

34.

Recently, the second meeting of the Sherpas of G7 and guest countries was held. India‘s G7 Sherpa _______ attended the
meeting.
(a) Suresh Prabhu
(b) Amitabh Kant
(c) Deepak Raheja
(d) Aravind Panagariya

35.

Recently, NITI Aayog released a report outlining the range of investment opportunities in various segments of the healthcare
sector. India‘s healthcare industry is expected to reach _______ dollar in 2022.
(a) 212 billion
(b) 372 billion
(c) 458 billion
(d) 569 billion

36.

Which of the following Indian banks signed a loan agreement of $1 billion with Japan Bank for International Cooperation
(JBIC)?
(a) Punjab National Bank (b) State Bank of India
(c) Bank of Baroda
(d) Union Bank of India

37.

According to the World Resources Institute (WRI), primary forest loss globally was _______ higher in 2020 compared to
2019.
(a) 6%
(b) 8%
(c) 10%
(d) 12%

38.

Recently, CSIR‘s Bengaluru based research lab National Aerospace Laboratories rolled out a two seated trainer aircraft
_______ that is developed by it.
(a) HANSA-NG
(b) VARUN-JH
(c) PAWAN-KL
(d) SWAN-MK
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39.

The 2021 World Autism Awareness Day is observed on:
(a) 30th March
(b) 2nd April
(c) 5th April

(d) 8th April

40.

The first hotel in the world to achieve the LEED Zero Carbon Certification is
(a) ITC Windsor, Bengaluru
(b) The Taj Mahal Palace, Mumbai
(c) Crowne Plaza Gurgaon
(d) Vivanta By Taj, New Delhi

41.

Recently, the first ever green bond was issued by______________.
(a) Gorakhpur Nagar Nigam
(b) Pune Nagar Nigam
(c) Bhopal Nagar Nigam
(d) Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam

42.

Recently, Government of India launched the _______ and All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment Survey.
(a) All-India Survey of Migrant Workers
(b) All-India Survey of Cottage Industry Workers
(c) All-India Survey of Seasonal Workers
(d) All-India Survey of Small Industry Workers

43.

Which of the following state / union territory government‘s kick-starts establishment of India‘s first virtual school?
(a) Puducherry
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Delhi
(d) Haryana

44.

Government of India has made mandatory that a GST taxpayer having turnover of more than 5 crore rupees in the preceding
financial year will have to furnish _______ Harmonised System of Nomenclature HSN Code.
(a) 4 digits
(b) 5 digits
(c) 6 digits
(d) 8 digits

45.

Name the ministry that has decided to use sensor-based Internet of Things, IoT devices to effectively monitor the
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission, JJM in more than six lakh villages.
(a) Ministry of Jal Shakti
(b) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(c) Ministry of Labour and Employment
(d) Ministry of Panchayati Raj

46.

Recently, the joint military exercise titled as the ‗Ex-Shake Hands‘ was conducted between:
(a) Afghanistan and Pakistan
(b) Mauritius and Maldives
(c) Seychelles and Malaysia
(d) Sri Lanka and Pakistan

47.

Recently, According to Union Budget 2021-22 Interest earned on Provident Fund contributions above _______ in a year will
be taxable.
(a) Rs three lakh
(b) Rs five lakh
(c) Rs seven lakh
(d) Rs eleven lakh

48.

Recently, the 11th edition of Indo-US joint Special Forces exercise ‗Vajra Prahar 2021‘ was conducted at Special Forces
Training School located at Bakloh in _______.
(a) Rajasthan
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Punjab
(d) Uttarakhand

49.

Which of the following state governments has proposed a second biosphere reserve in the southern part of the state at
Mahendragiri, a hill ecosystem having rich biodiversity?
(a) Odisha government
(b) Jharkhand government
(c) Madhya Pradesh government
(d) Chhattisgarh government

50.

Who will receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2019, India‘s highest film honour?
(a) Kamal Hassan
(b) Rajinikanth
(c) Jeetendra
(d) Mala Sinha

51.

The Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change Prakash Javadekar participated in the virtual Climate and
Development Ministerial meet in the run up to COP26, the UN Climate Change Conference 2021. COP26 will be held in:
(a) Lisbon
(b) Milan
(c) Glasgow
(d) Madrid
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52.

In the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number System, there will be a unique ID for each land parcel. The unique ID will be
of _______.
(a) 8 digits
(b) 10 digits
(c) 12 digits
(d) 14 digits

53.

The Indian Army will participate in Multinational Military Exercise namely ‗SHANTIR OGROSHENA-2021‘ in _______.
(a) Malaysia
(b) Indonesia
(c) Bangladesh
(d) Myanmar

54.

The IFSC and MICR code changed for some banks from April 1st. An MICR code is a _______ code that uniquely identifies
the bank and branch participating in an Electronic Clearing System (ECS).
(a) 6-digit
(b) 8-digit
(c) 9-digit
(d) 11-digit

55.

Recently, NCR Corporation, the maker of automated teller machines (ATMs), launched the first interoperable cardless cashwithdrawal (ICCW) solution in collaboration with _______.
(a) City Union Bank
(b) Utkarsh Small Finance Bank
(c) Bank of Baroda
(d) Punjab National Bank

56.

NASA is targeting for the _______ Mars Helicopter to make the historic first attempt at powered, controlled flight of an
aircraft on another planet.
(a) Integrity
(b) Ingenuity
(c) Mercer
(d) Univert

57.

Recently, following the discovery of a rare freshwater fish, the Maharashtra government has declared an area at Amboli in
Western ghats in _______ district as a biodiversity heritage site.
(a) Kolhapur
(b) Chandrapur
(c) Satara
(d) Sindhudurg

58.

Which of the following state governors has been conferred the ‗Kalinga Ratna‘ award for the year 2021?
(a) Biswa Bhusan Harichandan
(b) Anandiben Patel
(c) Anusuiya Uikey
(d) Phagu Chauhan

59.

The FIFA women‘s World Cup 2023 will be held in:
(a) Japan
(c) Russia

(b) Australia and New Zealand
(d) USA and Canada

60.

International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action is observed every year on:
(a) 31st March
(b) 2nd April
(c) 4th April
(d) 6th April

61.

Who among the following approved the ―National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021‖?
(a) Shri Ramnath Kovind
(b) Shri Narendra Modi
(c) Shri Amit Shah
(d) Dr. Harsh Vardhan

62.

Who will lead the Indian challenge in women‘s 49 kg category at the upcoming Asian Weightlifting Championships to be held
at Tashkent in Uzbekistan?
(a) Sukirti Kandpal
(b) Mirabai Chanu
(c) Anandita Mathir
(d) Anita Bhatia

63.

India National Maritime day is observed every year on:
(a) 1st April
(b) 2nd April
(c) 5th April

64.

(d) 9th April

Recently, World Bank has raised Indian GDP growth prediction for 2021-22 fiscal to _______ per cent from 5.4 per cent
projected in January.
(a) 7.5
(b) 8.2
(c) 9.7
(d) 10.1
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65.

Recently, The virtual meeting of the Foreign Ministers of Bay of Bengal Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation
(BIMSTEC) grouping finalised a major Connectivity master plan for the Bay of Bengal region. At present, how many
members are there in BIMSTEC?
(a) 4
(b) 5
(c) 7
(d) 9

66.

The first Indian Participant for 2021 to attempt the 4 Desert Ultramarathon Gland Slam is
(a) Anumpam Luthra
(b) Hitesh Deshmukh
(c) Taher Merchant
(d) Jayesh Shah

67.

Which of the following state governments recently claimed that the state has emerged as the number one state in terms of
digital transactions?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Odisha
(d) Jharkhand

68.

Name the article which allows for creation of an ‗autonomous state‘ within Assam in certain tribal areas and inserted into the
Constitution in 1969.
(a) Article 144(A)
(b) Article 214(A)
(c) Article 284(A)
(d) Article 244(A)

69.

Which of the following countries President Zuzana Caputova recently appointed the new cabinet led by Prime Minister Eduard
Heger?
(a) Slovenia
(b) Slovakia
(c) Lithuania
(d) Latvia

70.

Which of the following state governments has launched a unique gift scheme to promote covid vaccination in the state
recently?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Odisha
(d) Jharkhand

71.

As per the recently published Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU 2020), which of the following institutions has
secured the top position among the best higher education institutes in India?
(a) Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore)
(b) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT Delhi)
(c) All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS Delhi)
(d) Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC Pune)

72.

Which of the following organizations published its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the results of an
interactive survey and consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 2020?
(a) IMF
(b) UNESCO
(c) WTO
(d) World Bank

73.

Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over _______ route kilometer in a single year
during 2020-21.
(a) four thousand
(b) five thousand
(c) six thousand
(d) seven thousand

74.

The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam. This plant is on river:
(a) Tapi
(b) Narmada
(c) Godavari
(d) Mahanadi

75.

Which of the following countries holds ―hanami‖ celebrations underneath trees to watch the flowers bloom?
(a) South Korea
(b) China
(c) Japan
(d) Thailand

76.

According to data released by the National Savings Institute under the Ministry of Finance, which of the following states is the
highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes?
(a) Bihar
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) West Bengal
(d) Assam
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77.

Recently, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from _______ for the
first time.
(a) Mars
(b) Jupiter
(c) Uranus
(d) Neptune

78.

Who won the Miami Open final of Men‘s Singles tennis tournament?
(a) Hubert Hurkacz
(b) Jannik Sinner
(c) Somdev DebBurman

(d) Alexander Kutinikov

79.

Recently, India finished their campaign in the 3rd Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton International 2021
in Dubai with _______ medals.
(a) 6
(b) 10
(c) 15
(d) 20

80.

The International Day of Conscience is observed every year on:
(a) 1st April
(b) 3rd April
(c) 5th April

(d) 7th April

81.

The first country in the world to launch the Integrated Health Information Platform is
(a) South Korea
(b) USA
(c) India
(d) Canada

82.

The first state in India to commission farm-based solar power project under the PM-KUSUM scheme is
(a) Gujarat
(b) Rajasthan
(c) Haryana
(d) Arunachal Pradesh

83.

Recently, Pham Minh Chinh has been appointed as the next Prime Minister of:
(a) Thailand
(b) South Korea
(c) Cambodia

(d) Vietnam

84.

Spices Board India under _______ and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a MoU with the aim to build a blockchain based
traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance transparency in supply chain and trade.
(a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry
(b) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution
(c) Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(d) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers

85.

Recently, India has attracted total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021. Which of the following
countries is the top investor country with 30.28 per cent of the total FDI Equity inflow?
(a) Mauritius
(b) Maldives
(c) Singapore
(d) Indonesia

86.

For the first time; in multi-lateral maritime exercise ‗La Pérouse‘ is conducted in the _______ Indian Ocean Region from 05 to
07 Apr 2021.
(a) Eastern
(b) Western
(c) North
(d) South

87.

AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in _______ in 2023.
(a) Moscow
(b) Manila
(c) Tashkent

(d) Belgrade

88.

Recently, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology to
safeguard _______ against enemy missile attack.
(a) Aeroplanes
(b) Naval Ships
(c) Scorpene class submarines
(d) Helicopters

89.

Who has been appointed as the head of Anti-Corruption Unit by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)?
(a) Shabir Hussein Shekhadam Khandwawala
(b) Deepak Gulati
(c) Hitesh Shah
(d) Ahmed Shah Mahmud
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90.

World Frog Day is celebrated every year on:
(a) 1st March
(b) 15th March

(c) 20th March

(d) 2nd April

91.

President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the _______ Chief Justice of India.
(a) 44th
(b) 46th
(c) 47th
(d) 48th

92.

The first country in the world to accept COVID-19 digital travel pass is
(a) Mauritius
(b) Maldives
(c) Singapore

(d) Sri Lanka

93.

Recently, The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public Works- Online
Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps- ‗Hamari Sadak‘ & _______ of J&K
Public Works (R&B) department.
(a) ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘
(b) ‗Road Development App‘
(c) ‗Sadak Vikas‘
(d) ‗Maarg Uthan‘

94.

The Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended a consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9 countries.
Which of the following is not among E9 countries?
(a) Brazil
(b) Nigeria
(c) Canada
(d) Mexico

95.

Which of the following companies launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT)?
(a) Coinswitch
(b) Zebpay
(c) WazirX
(d) Onepay

96.

Recently, which of the following countries Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar company, is
entering the hydrogen market?
(a) Japan
(b) South Korea
(c) China
(d) Thailand

97.

Recently, Mobisafar Services Private Limited has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay Prepaid card‘ in partnership with
_______ and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
(a) ICICI Bank
(b) HDFC Bank
(c) Yes Bank
(d) RBL Bank

98.

Recently, _______ have developed a novel touch-sensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense time
accurately.
(a) Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K)
(b) Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, (IIT-M)
(c) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, (IIT-D)
(d) Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, (IIT-B)

99.

Recently, A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named
after______________.
(a) Vilasrao Deshmukh
(b) Sharad Pawar
(c) Bal Thackeray
(d) Shivraj Patil

100.

International Day of Sport for Development and Peace is celebrated on:
(a) April 3
(b) April 4
(c) April 5

101.

(d) April 6

Recently, President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021.
The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for corporate persons classified as
_______ under the Code.
(a) Cottage Industries
(b) Textile Industries
(c) Micro, Small and Medium enterprises
(d) Heavy Industries
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102.

103.

Which of the following is pitched as India‘s first geopark?
(a) Goa
(b) Kutch
(c) Kanyakumari

(d) Kochi

Recently, who has been nominated as Prime Minister by Israel‘s President?
(a) Reuven Rivlin
(b) Ehud Barak
(c) Benjamin Netanyahu

(d) Ehud Olmert

104.

Which of the following countries recently hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors
virtually?
(a) Brazil
(b) Russia
(c) China
(d) India

105.

Which of the following airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight recently?
(a) Qatar Airways
(b) Mauritius Airways
(c) Maldives Airways
(d) Singapore Airways

106.

Who among the following secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest Indian billionaire‘s 2021 list?
(a) Mukesh Ambani
(b) Gautam Adani
(c) Cyrus Poonawala
(d) Kumarmangalam Birla

107.

Who became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics?
(a) Nethra Kumanan
(b) Priya Rajwant
(c) Neena Rajawa

108.

The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be held in:
(a) Australia and New Zealand
(c) Canada and USA

(d) Anupama Jaiwal

(b) England
(d) India and Sri Lanka

109.

Who has been recently appointed as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI)?
(a) S Ramann
(b) H Deshmukh
(c) D Kuruvilla
(d) M Venkatesh

110.

The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on _______.
(a) April 8
(b) April 10
(c) April 11

(d) April 13

111.

Which of the following places unveiled the world‘s first electric firefighting truck at the World Trade Centre (WTC)?
(a) Munich
(b) Paris
(c) Dubai
(d) Melbourne

112.

Recently, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched an initiative _______ which will help in the implementation
of National Education Policy in the country.
(a) SARTHAQ
(b) KAUSTUBH
(c) JIVISHA
(d) DEEKSHA

113.

Nation will pay a befitting tribute to 9th Sikh Guru _______ on his 400th Parkash Purab.
(a) Sri Guru Har Krishan Ji (b) Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji
(c) Sri Guru Ram Das Ji
(d) Sri Guru Har Gobind Ji

114.

Which of the following districts ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the basic infrastructure among the
aspirational districts in the country in 2021?
(a) Yadgir aspirational district in Karnataka
(b) Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland
(c) Nanded aspirational district in Maharashtra
(d) Nawada aspirational district in Bihar

115.

Recently, The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme on High
Efficiency Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of _______.
(a) Rs 2,300 crore
(b) Rs 2,700 crore
(c) Rs 3,200 crore
(d) Rs 4,500 crore
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116.

In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it has increased the
maximum end of day balance for payment banks to _______.
(a) Rs. 1 lakh
(b) Rs. 2 lakh
(c) Rs. 5 lakh
(d) Rs. 10 lakh

117.

Recently, International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to _______ per cent for Financial
Year 2021-22.
(a) 7
(b) 8.6
(c) 9.4
(d) 12.5

118.

Which of the following has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index?
(a) Ministry of Finance
(b) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(c) NITI Aayog
(d) Reserve Bank of India

119.

Recently, An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also prove more
effective for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical Research Institute in _______.
(a) West Bengal‘s Durgapur
(b) Haryana‘s Hisar
(c) Madhya Pradesh‘s Jabalpur
(d) Maharashtra‘s Nagpur

120.

National Pet Day is celebrated every year on:
(a) 31st March
(b) 3rd April

(c) 7th April

(d) 11th April

121.

Which of the following places got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children will be
educated about waste management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste?
(a) Vishakhapatnam
(b) Kochi
(c) Siddipet
(d) Mangaluru

122.

Recently, The Model Jail _______ has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖.
(a) Chandigarh
(b) Indore
(c) Udaipur
(d) Hisar

123.

Which of the following countries conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean region when its
warship ventured into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without the latter‘s permission?
(a) Russia
(b) United States of America
(c) France
(d) Germany

124.

Who has been recently appointed as the next Director General of National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER)?
(a) Aditi Raheja
(b) Poonam Gupta
(c) Aditi Sengupta
(d) Ajita Mohapatra

125.

Recently, The International Monetary Fund has authorised a _______ billion expansion of the 190-nation lending institution‘s
resources with the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the coronavirus.
(a) $300
(b) $450
(c) $650
(d) $800

126.

Recently, Borut Pahor and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, inaugurated the International Research Centre on
Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre under the auspices of UNESCO in _______.
(a) Slovakia
(b) Slovenia
(c) Armenia
(d) Ireland

127.

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the moon as part of an
international spaceflight program called _______.
(a) Arunaika
(b) Artemis
(c) Armetin
(d) Chandradarshan

128.

Who among the following will receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award?
(a) Hima Das
(b) Dutee Chand
(c)Deepika Kumari
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129.

Recently, Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the _______ on women empowerment to the
winners in New Delhi.
(a) AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020
(b) AICTE Mahila Sashaktikaran Awards 2020
(c) AICTE Maharani Awards 2020
(d) AICTE Kalavati Awards 2020

130.

International Day of Human Space Flight is celebrated each year on:
(a) 2nd April
(b) 6th April
(c) 10th April

(d) 12th April

131.

Which of the following launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) NABARD
(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

132.

Which of the following Municipal Corporations became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on Bombay
Stock Exchange (BSE)?
(a) Kochi Municipal Corporation
(b) Lucknow Municipal Corporation
(c) Gorakhpur Municipal Corporation
(d) Surat Municipal Corporation

133.

Who has been selected as the first Arab woman to train as an astronaut?
(a) Nora al-Matrooshi
(b) Nora al-Maroshi
(c) Shehnaz Khatum

(d) Norram Khatub

134.

Which of the following payment banks announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and value to
customers when they transact digitally using the bank account?
(a) Airtel Payments Bank
(b) Reliance Industries Limited Payments Bank
(c) Cholamandalam Distribution Services Limited Payments Bank
(d) India Department of Posts Payments Bank

135.

Recently, Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for setting up its
largest fulfilment centre in Asia at:
(a) Hisar
(b) Gurugram
(c) Faridabad
(d) Rewari

136.

Recently, Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched _______ the world‘s first Microsensor-based
Explosive Trace Detector (ETD).
(a) NanoSniffer
(b) NanoSaro
(c) NanoSnauffer
(d) NanoSnicker

137.

Recently, A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct quadruple images,
commonly called _______.
(a) Einstein‘s cross
(b) Newton‘s cross
(c) Venkataraman‘s cross (d) Mercer‘s cross

138.

Recently, Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s citizen
engagement programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of _______ in India.
(a) Water scarcity
(b) Food scarcity
(c) Milk scarcity
(d) Sugar scarcity

139.

Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book _______ written by Utkal Keshari Dr.
Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi.
(a) Gujarat Itihaas
(b) Odisha Itihaas
(c) Hindi Itihaas
(d) Maharashtra Itihaas

140.

Who among the following created DGA awards history by becoming first Asian woman to win top prize?
(a) Kathryn Bigelow
(b) Bong Joon-Ho
(c) Lee Isaac Chung
(d) Chloe Zhao
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141.

Recently, India and _______ have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further intensify ongoing
cooperation and better coherence in the area.
(a) The Netherlands
(b) Germany
(c) France
(d) Canada

142.

Which among the following has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Reserve Bank of India
(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

143.

Recently, In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union Minister of State
for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water Sports Academy‖ at Nehru
Park in world-famous Dal Lake in _______.
(a) Srinagar city
(b) Jammu city
(c) Anantnag city
(d) Ramban city

144.

Recently, ICCR has unveiled _______ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App which was jointly launched in
Beijing.
(a) ‗Little Gurudev‘
(b) ‗Little Guru‘
(c) ‗Little Saarthak‘
(d) ‗Little Mantra‘

145.

Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II‘s husband has passed away, he is associated with which of the following countries?
(a) France
(b) Britain
(c) USA
(d) Germany

146.

Which of the following will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) to help
them realize their full potential?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Reserve Bank of India
(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

147.

The relationship between speed and distance is called the _______.
(a) Hubble constant
(b) Vonac constant
(c) Tibble constant

(d) Quasar constant

148.

Recently, Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in the eastern
Himalayas, taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of _______ species.
(a) 560
(b) 790
(c) 970
(d) 1,340

149.

The National Safe Motherhood Day is celebrated on:
(a) April 2
(b) April 5

(c) April 8

(d) April 11

150.

Which of the following films won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film Awards recently?
(a) Nomadland
(b) Promising Young Woman
(c) Nomadic Elephant
(d) The Hurt Locker

151.

Recently, which of the following countries created world‘s first traffic signal for camels?
(a) Saudi Arabia
(b) Kuwait
(c) China
(d) Russia

152.

Recently, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the first bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders‘ Conference
2021 in _______.
(a) New Delhi
(b) Mumbai
(c) Gurugram
(d) Kochi

153.

Which of the following recently launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0?
(a) Ministry of Finance
(b) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(c) NITI Aayog
(d) Ministry of Home Affairs
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154.

Recently, The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in _______.
(a) Bangladesh
(b) Nepal
(c) Myanmar
(d) Thailand

155.

Recently, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and economic
cooperation named _______ on the borders of the two countries.
(a) ‗Central Asia‘
(b) ‗North Asia‘
(c) ‗South East Asia‘
(d) ‗West Asia‘

156.

On April 13-14, which of the following conducted a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa) webinar for the
first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists?
(a) National Investigation Agency (NIA)
(b) Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)
(c) Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)
(d) Border Security Force (BSF)

157.

Recently, India‘s first floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal in
_______.
(a) Gujarat
(b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Kerala

158.

Recently, Population of _______ dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a substantial
jump this year.
(a) Mahanadi
(b) Narmada
(c) Irrawaddy
(d) Tapi

159.

Recently, Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in _______.
(a) South Korea
(b) Japan
(c) Thailand
(d) Singapore

160.

National Fire Service Day is observed every year on:
(a) 7 April
(b) 11 April

(c) 14 April

(d) 17 April

161.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. Paul Kagame and Mette Frederiksen will
also join the inaugural session as Chief Guests. Paul Kagame is President of:
(a) Nigeria
(b) Liberia
(c) Rwanda
(d) South Africa

162.

Who was appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner of India recently?
(a) Sushil Chandra
(b) Deepak Raheja
(c) Hasmukh Adhia

(d) Amitabh Bhattacharya

163.

Who among the following took oath as an ‗Up-Lokayukta‘ in Uttar Pradesh?
(a) Retired Judge Surendra Kumar Yadav
(b) Retired Judge Janki Sharan Verma
(c) Retired Judge Ajeet Kumar Singh
(d) Retired Judge Mahesh Jain

164.

Which of the following districts of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National level for
successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21?
(a) Ramban district
(b) Udhampur district
(c) Jammu district
(d) Anantnag district

165.

Which of the following countries has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and
investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business?
(a) Australia
(b) USA
(c) Canada
(d) New Zealand

166.

Name the Indian rating company which is setting up a dedicated rating company for ESG (Environment, Social and
Governance) opportunities.
(a) Neon Ratings
(b) Fertin Ratings
(c) Acuite Ratings
(d) Mercer Ratings
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167.

Recently, Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has commissioned a _______ megawatt (MW) solar power
plant in Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh.
(a) 20
(b) 35
(c) 50
(d) 60

168.

Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the _______ Calendar.
(a) Tamil
(b) Malayalam
(c) Telugu
(d) Kannada

169.

The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining _______ as hosts.
(a) Madrid
(b) Brussels
(c) Helsinki
(d) Budapest

170.

The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to _______.
(a) Dubai
(b) Brasilia
(c) London

(d) Paris

171.

Who among the following virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua
farmers and the buyers?
(a) Shri Narendra Modi
(b) Shri Piyush Goyal
(c) Shri Amit Shah
(d) Shri Rajnath Singh

172.

Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with _______ to jointly work towards providing a digitally rich
ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across the country.
(a) Microsoft
(b) Apple
(c) Google
(d) Dassault Systemes Foundation

173.

NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and _______ on April 13,
2021, launched Poshan Gyan.
(a) Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Google

174.

Haitian Prime Minister _______ has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings and prepares for an
upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year.
(a) Joseph Jouthe
(b) Robert John
(c) Michel Jouthe
(d) Jean Henry Ceant

175.

US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan before _______,
the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.
(a) September 11, 2021
(b) October 11, 2021
(c) November 11, 2021
(d) December 11, 2021

176.

Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with _______ for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states for the betterment
of farmers in the selected villages, which will enhance their income.
(a) Reliance
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Google

177.

Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to promote wellbeing
across age groups. MANAS stands for _______.
(a) Major Health and Normalcy Augmentation System
(b) Mental Health and Natural Augmentation System
(c) Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System
(d) Men Health and Normalcy Augmentation Symptoms

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 113

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021
178.

Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in _______.
(a) Australia
(b) Austria
(c) Chile

(d) Argentina

179.

The launch of India‘s most advanced earth observation satellite _______, which will allow India to better monitor the
subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15, 2021.
(a) Eisat-1
(b) Gisat-1
(c) Aisat-1
(d) Risat-1

180.

Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to _______, under the aegis of the
Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020).
(a) Kaziranga National Park (b) Manas National Park
(c) Penna National Park
(d) Nagarjuna Sagar National Park

181.

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed, took place in which of the following years?
(a) 1918
(b) 1919
(c) 1920
(d) 1921

182.

National Green Tribunal has allowed the _______ government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga lift irrigation
project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.
(a) Tamil Nadu
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Telamgana
(d) Karnataka

183.

India and _______ are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal.
(a) Russia
(b) USA
(c) UK
(d) Japan

184.

NATO has announced that foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in coordination with a U.S.
pull-out by September 11, 2021. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in:
(a) USA
(b) Poland
(c) Austria
(d) Belgium

185.

Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue that he hoped India would ‗reassess‘ its stand
on regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact that India withdrew
from it in _______.
(a) 2017
(b) 2018
(c) 2019
(d) 2020

186.

As per Moody‘s Investors Service, which of the following countries public debt level is among the highest in emerging
economies with a quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest?
(a) China
(b) India
(c) Brazil
(d) Japan

187.

Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy. This galaxy, called the
Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy, which is about _______ light-years away.
(a) 1 billion
(b) 10 billion
(c) 15 billion
(d) 31 billion

188.

Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to _______.
(a) Oxford Institute
(b) Yule Institute
(c) Haffkine Institute
(d) Cambridge Institute

189.

The 2021 Asian Wrestling Championships was held in:
(a) India
(b) Pakistan
(c) Japan

190.

(d) Kazakhstan

Who among the following launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All Challenge through video conferencing?
(a) Hardeep Singh Puri
(b) Shri Piyush Goyal
(c) Shri Amit Shah
(d) Shri Rajnath Singh
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191.

At present, the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) card is required to be reissued each time a new passport is issued up to
_______ years of age and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological changes in the face of the applicant‖.
(a) 5
(b) 10
(c) 15
(d) 20

192.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to oversee air quality
monitoring of _______ non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country.
(a) 100
(b) 124
(c) 150
(d) 200

193.

The United Nations Secretary-General has called for the first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in September 2021 to
strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realise the vision of the _______.
(a) 2022 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(b) 2025 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(c) 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(d) 2035 Agenda for Sustainable Development

194.

Which of the following launched the report titled ‗My Body is My Own‘?
(a) UNGA
(b) UNDP
(c) UNFPA

(d) NITI Aayog

195.

Which of the following countries has banned America FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country?
(a) North Korea
(b) Saudi Arabia
(c) Iran
(d) Russia

196.

UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud and money
laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion _______.
(a) Bank of Baroda scam case
(b) SBI scam case
(c) Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case
(d) Yes Bank scam case

197.

Which of the following announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to review its regulations internally
and in consultation with other stakeholders?
(a) SEBI
(b) RBI
(c) BSI
(d) IRDA

198.

Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & Chairman NIXI
inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). With this launch, NIXI has
announced to play a supporting role for the _______ -awareness and adoption in the country along with DOT & MeitY.
(a) SPv6
(b) IPv6
(c) MPv6
(d) JPv6

199.

Who among the following chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up to advice the
government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the country?
(a) Piyush Goyal
(b) Narendra Modi
(c) Rajnath Singh
(d) Amith Shah

200.

India called for greater support to its proposal along with _______ at the World Trade Organization (WTO) to waive the
implementation, application and enforcement of certain Sections of the TRIPS Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of IPRs) ‗in relation to prevention, containment or treatment of COVID-19.
(a) South Africa
(b) South Korea
(c) Japan
(d) Germany

201.

The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries who intend to visit India
for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants. An e-visa is provided in _______ categories.
(a) Five
(b) Six
(c) Seven
(d) Ten

202.

The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading Partners of the
United States. India is one of the _______ countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their currency practices.
(a) 11
(b) 15
(c) 20
(d) 25
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203.

Yoshihide Suga is the current Prime Minister of _______.
(a) Brazil
(b) Indonesia
(c) Japan

(d) Thailand

204.

Which of the following countries has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity?
(a) USA
(b) China
(c) Russia
(d) Iran

205.

The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the court‘s jurisdiction to
hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Kulbhushan Jadhav was
sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on charges of espionage and terrorism in:
(a) 2002
(b) 2009
(c) 2013
(d) 2017

206.

Raul Castro is associated with which of the following countries?
(a) Argentina
(b) Brazil
(c) Chile

(d) Cuba

207.

Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace that now has 75 countries
on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world. Brad Smith is the current President of:
(a) Google
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Ali Baba

208.

Which of the following country engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet?
(a) India
(b) China
(c) USA
(d) Japan

209.

In a rare celestial event, the crescent moon comes directly between the Earth and _______ -leading to the rare lunar occultation
on 17 April 2021.
(a) Venus
(b) Mercury
(c) Jupiter
(d) Mars

210.

How many gold medals did India win at the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty?
(a) 2
(b) 3
(c) 5
(d) 5

211.

The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of _______ for cooperation in its first human
space mission, Gaganyaan in April 2021.
(a) France
(b) Russia
(c) USA
(d) Japan

212.

The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet Index 2021. India has
been ranked at _______ spot globally.
(a) 29th
(b) 39th
(c) 49th
(d) 59th

213.

The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every _______ years at Haridwar, India.
(a) 6
(b) 12
(c) 16
(d) 24

214.

The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters _______ and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with urgency.
(a) India
(b) China
(c) UK
(d) Germany

215.

Min Aung Hlaing is associated with which of the following countries?
(a) Thailand
(b) Indonesia
(c) Myanmar

216.

(d) Bhutan

The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 per cent of
greenhouse gas emissions by _______.
(a) 2030
(b) 2035
(c) 2040
(d) 2050
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217.

Andrej Babis is the current Prime Minister of _______.
(a) Czech Republic
(b) South Sudan
(c) Sudan

(d) Algeria

218.

Which of the following has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon Smbhav Venture Fund‖, to
invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs?
(a) Google
(b) Microsoft
(c) Amazon
(d) Ali Baba

219.

India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s _______ Clean and Jerk with an impressive 119 kg lift at
Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent.
(a) 39 kg
(b) 49 kg
(c) 59 kg
(d) 69 kg

220.

Which of the following films won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International Film Festival, 2021?
(a) Puglya
(b) Acharya
(c) Vakhil Sab
(d) Pushpa

221.

The first party in India that has declared the name of the entity which made donations to it through electoral bonds?
(a) BJP
(b) YSRCP
(c) Indian National Congress
(d) Jharkhand Mukti Morcha

222.

Name the mission which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 and the resultant lockdowns since May
7, 2020, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by a country.
(a) Pravasi Bharat Mission
(b) Atma Nirbar Bharat Mission
(c) Vande Bharat Mission
(d) COVID Mitri Mission

223.

Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria will flag off six Rafale fighter jets from Merignac-Bordeaux
airbase in:
(a) Japan
(b) Israel
(c) Russia
(d) France

224.

Name the Germany party which named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela Merkel.
(a) Democratic party
(b) Green party
(c) People‘s party
(d) Blue party
Miguel Diaz-Canel is associated with which of the following countries?
(a) Cuba
(b) Chile
(c) Brazil
(d) Mexico

225.

226.

India was being added to Britain‘s ―_______‖ of countries, banning all arrivals from India except for UK or Irish nationals,
who must pay to stay in a government-approved quarantine hotel for 10 days on their return.
(a) Green list
(b) Red list
(c) Bed list
(d) Yellow list

227.

A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations _______‘s government is committing crimes
against humanity in the Xinjiang region.
(a) Afghanistan
(b) Pakistan
(c) Syria
(d) China

228.

Loujain al-Hathloul was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the Parliamentary Assembly
of the Council of Europe. She is an activist from _______.
(a) Saudi Arabia
(b) UAE
(c) Qatar
(d) Nigeria

229.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) in
stressed debt resolution and review their business model. The panel is headed by
(a) Sudarshan Sen
(b) Vishakha Mulye
(c) P N Prasad
(d) Rohit Prasad

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 117

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021
230.

NASA‘s experimental helicopter _______ rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars, achieving the first
powered flight by an aircraft on another planet.
(a) Hope
(b) Ingenuity
(c) Apollo-2
(d) Artemis

231.

The 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences successfully returned to
_______ after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, including stopovers.
(a) Cape Town
(b) New Delhi
(c) Oslo
(d) Moscow

232.

Which of the following countries has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana
district of Gujarat?
(a) China
(b) USA
(c) France
(d) Italy

233.

The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of _______‘s growing influence in the Indian Ocean
region.
(a) UK
(b) Germany
(c) China
(d) USA

234.

India and _______ have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic Entering the Marine
Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony.
(a) France
(b) Germany
(c) UK
(d) USA

235.

Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-appointment of _______ as
the Managing Director & CEO.
(a) Murali M. Natrajan
(b) Ashik Chawla
(c) Vinay Kumar Jain
(d) Punkaj Adani

236.

The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked _______ for its Artemis
programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two US astronauts to the moon.
(a) ISRO
(b) JAXA
(c) CERN
(d) SpaceX

237.

The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held in:
(a) Kazakhstan
(b) India
(c) Japan

(d) Afghanistan

Who won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy?
(a) Max Verstappen
(b) Lewis Hamilton
(c) Valtteri Bottas

(d) Charles Leclerc

The 1004th birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on _______.
(a) April 17, 2021
(b) April 18, 2021
(c) April 19, 2021

(d) April 29, 2021

World Heritage Day observed globally every year on _______.
(a) 18 April
(b) 19 April
(c) 20 April

(d) 21 April

238.

239.

240.

241.

India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international journalism not-for profit
body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), India is ranked at _______.
(a) 120
(b) 130
(c) 135
(d) 142

242.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated and made his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. Mr. Narendra Modi
along with _______ global leaders participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US President Joe Biden.
(a) 20
(b) 7
(c) 77
(d) 40
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243.

Which of the following countries has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and
investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business?
(a) New Zealand
(b) Australia
(c) Germany
(d) Spain

244.

The Henley Passport Index 2021 released its list of the most powerful passports. India stands at number _______ on the list.
(a) 44
(b) 54
(c) 64
(d) 84

245.

Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force has said that they
are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the nation‘s _______ Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).
(a) 50-mile
(b) 100-mile
(c) 200-mile
(d) 300-mile

246.

State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player _______ to facilitate its digital
payments.
(a) Google Pay
(b) Paytm
(c) NPCI
(d) Phonepe

247.

As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh threat. It is
also called the ―_______‖.
(a) Kerala Variant
(b) Bengal Variant
(c) Assam Variant
(d) Indian Variant

248.

Which of the following has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) supplemental oxygen delivery system?
(a) DRDO
(b) ISRO
(c) ICMR
(d) AIIMS

249.

‗COVAXIN‘, India‘s first indigenous COVID-19 vaccine is developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the _______.
(a) Oxford University
(b) ICMR
(c) IIT Bombay
(d) DRDO

250.

Who won his first ATP Masters 1000 series in Monte Carlo?
(a) Stefanos Tsitsipas
(b) Andrey Rublev
(c) Rafael Nadal

(d) Novak Djokovic

251.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the _______ at the Leaders Summit on Climate hosted by
the US.
(a) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2025 Partnership
(b) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership
(c) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2040 Partnership
(d) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2050 Partnership

252.

Who among the following scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain peak in the world and becoming the first Indian
woman climber to achieve the feat?
(a) Priyanka Mohite
(b) Malavath Purna
(c) Santosh Yadav
(d) Premalata Agarwal

253.

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, has released its
2021 annual report. The report designated _______ countries as ―countries of particular concern (CPCs)‖ as ―their
governments are engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom.
(a) 14
(b) 19
(c) 25
(d) 30

254.

The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was famously known as the
―_______‖.
(a) Father of Indian Banking Reforms
(b) Father of Indian Economic Reforms
(c) Father of Indian Industrial Reforms
(d) Father of Indian Service Sector Reforms
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255.

With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in COVID-19
cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to _______ per cent in 2021-22 from earlier projection of
10.7-10.9 per cent.
(a) 7.2
(b) 8.2
(c) 9.2
(d) 10.2

256.

Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at ‗BBB-‘ with a
_______ outlook.
(a) Negative
(b) Positive
(c) Neutral
(d) All of the above

257.

NASA‘s Perseverance rover on _______ has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere.
(a) Mars
(b) Saturn
(c) Venus
(d) Jupiter

258.

Who among the following cricketers has become the first batsman to get to 6,000 runs in the Indian Premier League (IPL)
history?
(a) Virat Kohli
(b) Chris Gayle
(c) Rohit Sharma
(d) MS Dhoni

259.

The National Civil Services Day is observed on:
(a) April 19
(b) April 20

(c) April 21

(d) April 22

The Earth Day is celebrated every year on:
(a) April 20
(b) April 21

(c) April 22

(d) April 23

260.

261.

India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s _______.
(a) Jodhpur
(b) Alwar
(c) Jaipur

(d) Udaipur

262.

The Centre will provide _______ of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
(PM-GKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 cases.
(a) 5 kg
(b) 10 kg
(c) 15 kg
(d) 25 kg

263.

Which of the following countries will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero Producers
Forum‘ for oil and gas producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate
change?
(a) Saudi Arabia
(b) Argentina
(c) Peru
(d) Russia

264.

Recently, The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said _______ will be its next managing director and
CEO for a period of five years.
(a) Arun Raste
(b) Vikas Murthy
(c) Deepak Lal
(d) Anupam Mirdha

265.

In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner _______ announced it had signed a first-of-its-kind power purchase
agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam (GUVNL).
(a) Ispat Urja Ltd
(b) Dhanu Niryat
(c) Koyla Vitran Khand
(d) Coal India Ltd

266.

Name an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform that has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in a Series B round of funding
from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million.
(a) CoinSwitch Kuber
(b) WazirX
(c) Crypton
(d) Zebpay

267.

Lying face down is known as _______ which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and oxygenation.
(a) Crowning
(b) Proning
(c) Frowning
(d) Microwing

MANTHAN April, 2021

Page : 120

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – April, 2021
268.

India to host first ever WBC India Championship on May 1, 2021, in _______.
(a) Ludhiana
(b) Lucknow
(c) Kanpur

(d) Jalandhar

269.

National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry of Panchayati Raj on
_______ annually.
(a) 21st April
(b) 22nd April
(c) 24th April
(d) 26th April

270.

Recently, Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur _______ CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based supplement
company Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her venture.
(a) Vibha Harish
(b) Seema Vishwas
(c) Amita Rana
(d) Sukirti Kandpal

271.

Recently, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in _______.
(a) Surat
(b) Gandhinagar
(c) Valsad
(d) Ahmadabad

272.

Recently, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved _______ as the part-time chairman of HDFC Bank.
(a) Deepak Parekh
(b) Ajeet Mohan
(c) Atanu Chakraborty
(d) Dibaker Bannerjee

273.

Who has been appointed as the first woman chairperson of IT industry body Nasscom?
(a) Anjali Kapadia
(b) Vibha Mathur
(c) Geetanjali Mishra
(d) Rekha Menon

274.

Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of _______ launched the state‘s first neobank, Ace Money
Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank.
(a) Karnataka
(b) Kerala
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Maharashtra

275.

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that _______ has neutralised multiple variants of - SARS CoV-2,
including the double mutant strain called B.1.617.
(a) Covaxin
(b) Covidshield
(c) Ivaxin
(d) Hixagen

276.

Rajasthan has planned to provide _______ Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan Mission.
(a) 20 lakh
(b) 30 lakh
(c) 40 lakh
(d) 50 lakh

277.

Who is the internationally acclaimed Indian Artist to launch the World‘s First Twin NFT (Physical + Digital)?
(a) Tirath N
(b) Amith M
(c) Kanthraj N
(d) Zithar S

278.

World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on _______ and recognizes global efforts to
control malaria.
(a) 18th April
(b) 21st April
(c) 23rd April
(d) 25th April

279.

Recently, which of the following has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) to the
Indian Air Force (IAF)?
(a) Ashok Leyland Ltd
(b) Swaraj Mazda
(c) Tata
(d) Mahindra

280.

Recently, Priyanka Mohite from _______ has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain peak in the world, becoming the
first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.
(a) Satara in Maharashtra
(b) Vapi in Gujarat
(c) Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh
(d) Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION
1. b

Indian Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and South Korean Defence Minister Suh Wook inaugurated the Indo-Korean Bilateral
Friendship Park in Delhi Cant.

2. b

India Ministry of Road Transport and Highways has extended the validity of documents related to Motor Vehicles Act, 1988
and Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989 till 30th June this year.

3. d

Awards were also given to best performing states/UTs based on their State TBI Index. Lakshadweep (UT) and the district of
Budgam (J&K) were declared TB-free.

4. a

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu has inaugurated the state‘s first formal indigenous language and knowledge
system school in East Kameng district.

5. c

The Union Cabinet was apprised of the Memorandum of Cooperation (MoC) signed between Department of Water Resources,
River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation of Ministry of Jal Shakti and Water and Disaster Management Bureau, Ministry
of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism of Japan in the field of Water Resources.

6. a

Mangal Prabhat Lodha of Macrotech Developers (Lodha Group), having a wealth of Rs 44,270 crore, topped the list for the
fourth year in a row.

7. d

The cargo was bought by HPCL-Mittal Energy Ltd, a joint venture between state-run Hindustan Petroleum Corp and steel
tycoon L.N. Mittal.

8. c

Earth Hour Day was observed all over the world on March 27 at 8:30 p.m. The day holds great significance as it calls for
actions on various roles and ways that people can act on to raise awareness about the importance of nature.

9. b

French Referee Stephanie Frappart created history became the first female referee to officiate a men‘s World Cup qualifier
during the Netherlands‘ 2-0 win over Latvia in Amsterdam.

10. a Hyderabad has won awards in three different categories at the national level in the 2021 International Exhibition and 6 th Smart
Cities India Expo by the India Trade Promotion Organisation, a Government of India Enterprise.
11. d Odisha has been awarded with the Best Sports State Of The Decade Award for promoting sports.
12. a Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and US Secretary of Energy, Jennifer Granholm have agreed to revamp India-US
Strategic Energy Partnership (SEP).
13. a As per the new amendment, the expression ―Government‖ referred to in any law to be made by the Legislative Assembly shall
mean the Lieutenant Governor.
14. c Chief Justice of India (CJI) SA Bobde has recommended the name of Justice NV Ramana to the Centre for appointing him as
his successor after he demits office on April 23, 2021.
15. b Union Bank of India launched ―UNI – CARBON CARD‖, an HPCL co-branded credit card on the Rupay platform of NPCI.
16. a The new version of Exam Warriors written by Prime Minister Narendra Modi is now available with many new mantras for
students as well as parents.
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17. d Sir M Visvesvaraya Railway Terminal, situated in Bengaluru‘s Baiyappanahalli is inaugurated by Prime Minister Modi,
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of the Railway Board Suneet Sharma confirmed after an inspection held at soon-to-be
India‘s first centralised air-conditioned railway terminal.
18. a Maggie O‘Farrell‘s Hamnet, an imagined take on the death of Shakespeare‘s son from the bubonic plague, has won the
National Book Critics Circle prize for fiction.
19. b Indian Institute of Space Science and Technology is a government-aided institute and deemed university for the study and
research of space science, located at Valiamala, Nedumangad, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala. It is the first university in Asia to
be solely dedicated to the study and research of Outer space.
20. d World Theatre Day (WTD) is an international observance celebrated on 27 March.
21. d Bihar is set to become the country‘s first state to have two green energy efficient towns in Rajgir and Bodh Gaya.
22. c In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ inaugurated
―Ānandam: The Center for Happiness‖ in Indian Institute of Management (IIM), Jammu, virtually.
23. b Moscow has built a military base on the remote Kotelny Island, part of the New Siberian Islands in the eastern Arctic, and
there are other installations including on the Franz-Joseph Land archipelago.
24. c The Ashfaqullah Khan Zoological Park was inaugurated in Gorakhpur, the Assembly constituency of Uttar Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath. The zoo houses as many as 153 wild animals from 31 species.
25. a Banks are likely to decline auto payments from April 1 as all recurring transactions using cards and prepaid payment
instruments will now require an additional factor of authentication, as per an RBI circular first issued in December 2020.
26. a Facebook has partnered with leading regional and global partners to build two new subsea cables – Echo and Bifrost – that will
provide vital new connections between the Asia-Pacific region and North America.
27. a Among the dead in the crash was billionaire Petr Kellner, the richest man in the Czech Republic.
28. a India would be involved in the development of the transmission lines for the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant in Bangladesh as
part of its credit line for the neighbouring country.
29. c The government has extended the term of Principal Scientific Advisor (PSA) K. VijayRaghavan by a year.
30. c Odisha Day, also Odisha Divas and Utkala Dibasa, is celebrated on 1 April in the Indian state of Odisha in memory of the
formation of the state as a separate state out of Bihar and Orissa Province with addition of Koraput and Ganjam from the
Madras Presidency on 1 April 1936.
31. c India-Mauritius Comprehensive Economic Cooperation and Partnership Agreement, CECPA will come into force.
32. a Biden Nominates Indian-American Rupa Ranga Puttagunta As Judge Of DC District Court.
33. d India has slipped 28 places to rank 140th among 156 countries in the World Economic Forum‘s Global Gender Gap Report
2021, becoming the third-worst performer in South Asia.
34. a The second meeting of the Sherpas of G7 and guest countries was held. India‘s G7 Sherpa Suresh Prabhu attended the meeting.
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35. b India‘s healthcare industry is expected to reach 372 billion dollar in 2022.
36. b State Bank of India signed a loan agreement of $1 billion with Japan Bank for International Cooperation (JBIC), taking the
total facility to $2 billion, including $1 billion which was signed last year in October 2020.
37. d The primary forest loss globally was 12% higher in 2020 compared to 2019 and the resulting carbon emissions from this are
equivalent to the annual emissions of 570 million cars, or more than double their number on the US roads, the World
Resources Institute (WRI) has said in a statement.
38. a CSIR‘s Bengaluru based research lab National Aerospace Laboratories rolled out a two seated trainer aircraft HANSA-NG that
is developed by it.
39. b World Autism Awareness Day is an internationally recognized day on 2 April every year, encouraging Member States of the
United Nations to take measures to raise awareness about people with autistic spectrum disorders including autism and
Asperger syndrome throughout the world.
40. a ITC Windsor, Bengaluru the first hotel in the world to achieve the LEED Zero Carbon Certification.
41. d Ghaziabad Nagar Nigam in Uttar Pradesh listed itself at BSE and successfully raised Rs. 150 Crores by issuing Municipal
Bond on Private Placement Basis using BSEBOND. This is the first ever green bond issuance by any Municipal Corporation in
the country. The money will be used for construction of a tertiary sewage treatment plant at Indirapuram in Ghaziabad.
42. a Government launched the All-India Survey of Migrant Workers and All-India Quarterly Establishment-based Employment
Survey.
43. c Chief Minister and Education Minister Manish Sisodia presided over a meeting to outline the scope of the Delhi Model Virtual
School, a first-of-its-kind virtual school that will strive to provide excellent education to students remotely through
personalised teaching-learning, effective assessments and use of cutting edge technology.
44. c Government has made mandatory that a GST taxpayer having turnover of more than 5 crore rupees in the preceding financial
year will have to furnish 6 digits Harmonised System of Nomenclature HSN Code, or Service Accounting Code, SAC on the
invoices issued for supplies of taxable goods and services.
45. a The Ministry of Jal Shakti has decided to use sensor-based Internet of Things, IoT devices to effectively monitor the
implementation of Jal Jeevan Mission, JJM in more than six lakh villages.
46. d Titled the ‗Ex-Shake Hands,‘ the exercise was conducted in Saliyapura in North Central Province of Sri Lanka. The militaries
of Sri Lanka and Pakistan have conducted a 15-day joint exercise aimed at enhancing bilateral defence relations and sharing
the rich experience of two armies against terrorism.
47. b Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman had announced some changes in the income tax rules, presenting Union Budget 2021-22,
which are set to come into force. Interest earned on Provident Fund contributions above Rs five lakh in a year will be taxable.
48. b ―The 11th edition of Indo-US joint special forces exercise ‗Vajra Prahar 2021‘ was conducted at Special Forces Training
School located at Bakloh in Himachal Pradesh in March,‖.
49. a The Odisha government has proposed a second biosphere reserve in the southern part of the state at Mahendragiri, a hill
ecosystem having rich biodiversity.
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50. b Actor-politician Rajinikanth will receive the Dadasaheb Phalke Award for 2019, India‘s highest film honour, Union Minister
Prakash Javadekar tweeted. ―Happy to announce Dadasaheb Phalke award for 2019 to one of the greatest actors in the history
of Indian cinema Rajnikant ji.
51. c The 2021 United Nations Climate Change Conference, also known as COP26, is the 26 th United Nations Climate Change
conference. It is scheduled to be held in the city of Glasgow from 1 to 12 November 2021 under the presidency of the United
Kingdom.
52. d In the Unique Land Parcel Identification Number System, there will be a unique ID for each land parcel. The unique ID will be
of 14 digits.
53. c Indian Army will participate in Multinational Military Exercise namely SHANTIR OGROSHENA -2021 in Bangladesh.
54. c An MICR code is a 9-digit code that uniquely identifies the bank and branch participating in an Electronic Clearing System
(ECS).
55. a NCR Corporation, the maker of automated teller machines (ATMs), launched the first interoperable cardless cash-withdrawal
(ICCW) solution in collaboration with City Union Bank.
56. b NASA is targeting now April 11 for the Ingenuity Mars Helicopter to make the historic first attempt at powered, controlled
flight of an aircraft on another planet.
57. d Following the discovery of a rare freshwater fish, the Maharashtra government has declared an area at Amboli in Western
ghats in Sindhudurg district as a biodiversity heritage site.
58. a Andhra Pradesh Governor Biswa Bhusan Harichandan has been conferred the ‗Kalinga Ratna‘ award for the year 2021.
59. b The 2023 FIFA Women‘s World Cup is scheduled to be the 9th edition of the FIFA Women‘s World Cup, the quadrennial
world championship for women‘s national football teams organised by FIFA. The tournament will be jointly hosted by
Australia and New Zealand, during a reserved period in the FIFA Women‘s International Match Calendar between 10 July and
20 August 2023.
60. c On 8 December 2005, the General Assembly declared that 4 April of each year shall be observed as the International Day for
Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action.
61. d Health Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan approved the ―National Policy for Rare Diseases 2021‖ on 30th of March.
62. b Former world champion Mirabai Chanu will lead the Indian challenge in women‘s 49 kg category at the upcoming Asian
Weightlifting Championships to be held at Tashkent in Uzbekistan from April 16 to 25.
63. c On 5th April every year in India National Maritime day is observed because on this date in 1919 navigation history was created
SS Loyalty, the first ship of The Scindia Steam Navigation Company Ltd journeyed to the United Kingdom.
64. d The World Bank has raised Indian GDP growth prediction for 2021-22 fiscal to 10.1 per cent from 5.4 per cent projected in
January.
65. c The seven-member regional grouping namely India, Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Thailand and Myanmar will take
up the Master plan for transport connectivity for adoption in the next summit of the organisation to be hosted by Sri Lanka in a
few months from now.
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66. c Taher Merchant to become first Indian participant in 2021 to attempt 4 Desert Ultramarathon Grand Slam.
67. a The Uttar Pradesh government claimed that the state has emerged as the number one state in terms of digital transactions.
68. d Article 244(A) allows for creation of an ‗autonomous state‘ within Assam in certain tribal areas. Inserted into the Constitution
in 1969.
69. b Slovakia‘s president swore in a new coalition government to end a political crisis triggered by a secret deal to buy Russia‘s
Sputnik V coronavirus vaccine.
70. a Uttar Pradesh government has launched a unique gift scheme to promote covid vaccination in the state. Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath has asked to make all preparations to deal with the growing number of Corona infection.
71. a The Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore) has secured the top position among the best higher education institutes in
India, while Calcutta University became the best varsity in the country, as per the recently published Academic Ranking of
World Universities (ARWU 2020).
72. b UNESCO publishes its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the results of an interactive survey and
consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 2020.
73. c Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over six thousand route kilometer in a single year
during 2020-21.
74. b The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam on Narmada river in
Madhya Pradesh.
75. c Climate change has led to the earliest cherry blossom season in Japan in 1,200 years, experts say.
76. c West Bengal is the highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes with a share of over 15% in deposits at post
offices and banks.
77. c National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from the seventh planet of our
solar system, Uranus for the first time.
78. a In Tennis, 26th seed Hubert Hurkacz of Poland won the biggest title of his career beating Jannik Sinner of Italy in the Miami
Open final. Hurkacz, 24, including the Delray Beach title in January.
79. d India finished their campaign in the 3rd Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton International 2021 in Dubai
with 20 medals.
80. c Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations based on
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or religion, the General
Assembly declared 5 April the International Day of Conscience.
81. c Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the Integrated Health Information Platform in New Delhi.
82. b Rajasthan has become the first state to commission the project which will help the farmers earn additional income through their
unused land.
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83. d Vietnam‘s National Assembly confirmed Pham Minh Chinh, a career security official, as the Southeast Asian country‘s next
Prime Minister at an official ceremony.
84. a Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a MoU with the aim
to build a blockchain based traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance transparency in supply chain and trade.
85. c Singapore is the top investor country with 30.28 per cent of the total FDI Equity inflow followed by the US and UAE for the
first ten months of 2020-21.
86. a For the first time; in multi-lateral maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region from 05
to 07 Apr 2021.
87. c President of the International Boxing Association (AIBA) Umar Kremlev during his visit to Uzbekistan officially announced
that AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in Tashkent in 2023.
88. b Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology to safeguard naval
ships against enemy missile attack.
89. a The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) appointed former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein Shekhadam Khandwawala as
the head of its Anti-Corruption Unit.
90. c Every year, March 20 is observed as World Frog Day to celebrate the existence of these tailless amphibians.
91. d President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the 48th Chief Justice of India, accepting the
recommendation made by the outgoing CJI SA Bobde.
92. c Singapore will next month accept visitors who use a mobile travel pass containing digital certificates for COVID-19 tests and
vaccines, its aviation regulator said becoming one of the first countries to adopt the initiative.
93. a In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public Works- Online
Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps- ‗Hamari Sadak‘ & ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘
of J&K Public Works (R&B) department.
94. c Representing over half of the world‘s population and some of the largest education systems in the world, the group of E9
countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, and Pakistan) can strengthen political will and
collective effort to ensure quality education and lifelong learning.
95. c WazirX has launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT).
96. c China‘s Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar company, is entering the hydrogen market.
97. c Mobisafar Services Private Limited, a Ludhiana-based Fintech start-up, has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay Prepaid card‘
in partnership with YES BANK and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI).
98. a A professor and a research associate at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K) have developed a novel touchsensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense time accurately.
99. b A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named after National Congress
Party (NCP) president Sharad Pawar.
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100. d The United Nations has designated April 6 as International Day of Sport for Development and Peace to celebrate sport as an
enabler of positive social change and community development.
101. c The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for corporate persons classified as
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) under the Code.
102. b As many as 75 sites that could potentially be designated as a geopark - nationally protected areas housing heritage sites of
geological importance - have been identified in the 200-million-year Kutch rift basin (KRB).
103. c Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin has nominated the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu to try to form a government
following the latest inconclusive election.
104. d India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually.
105. a Qatar Airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight with all 188 passengers, two pilots and 18 cabin crew
having received a vaccine for the Covid-19 pandemic.
106. a Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest Indian billionaires
2021 list while Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani is at second place.
107. a Nethra Kumanan became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics after she was assured of a top-place finish
in the laser radial event of the Asian Qualifiers in Oman.
108. a The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be spread across nine cities in Australia and New Zealand.
109. a The government has appointed S Ramann as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries Development Bank of India
(SIDBI).
110. b The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on April 10.
111. c The Dubai Civil Defence authorities unveiled the world‘s first electric firefighting truck at the World Trade Centre (WTC).
112. a Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched an initiative SARTHAQ which will help in the implementation of
National Education Policy in the country.
113. b Nation will pay a befitting tribute to 9th Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, on his 400th Parkash Purab.
114. b Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the basic infrastructure
among the aspirational districts in the country in 2021.
115. d The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme on High Efficiency
Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of Rs 4,500 crore.
116. b In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it has increased the
maximum end of day balance for payment banks to Rs. 2 lakh.
117. d The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to 12.5 per cent for Financial Year 202122.
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118. d The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index.
119. a An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also prove more effective
for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical Research Institute in West Bengal‘s Durgapur.
120. d National Pet Day is celebrated on April 11 every year in the USA.
121. c Siddipet got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children will be educated about waste
management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste.
122. a The Model Jail, Chandigarh, has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖.
123. b The US Navy conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean region when its warship ventured
into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without the latter‘s permission.
124. b National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) said it has appointed the World Bank‘s lead economist Poonam
Gupta as its next Director-General.
125. c The International Monetary Fund has authorised a $650 billion expansion of the 190-nation lending institution‘s resources with
the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the coronavirus pandemic.
126. b Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slovenia, and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, inaugurated the
International Research Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre under the auspices of UNESCO in
Ljubljana, Slovenia.
127. b The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the moon as part of an
international spaceflight program called Artemis.
128. b Dutee Chand, the Jakarta Asian Games silver-medalist in 100 and 200 metres, will receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award.
129. a Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on women
empowerment to the winners in New Delhi.
130. d The General Assembly declared 12 April as the International Day of Human Space Flight ―to celebrate each year at the
international level the beginning of the space era for mankind.
131. a NITI Aayog launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India.
132. b Lucknow Municipal Corporation bonds became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on Bombay Stock
Exchange (BSE).
133. a Emirati national Nora al-Matrooshi, a 27-year-old mechanical engineering graduate currently working at Abu Dhabi‘s National
Petroleum Construction Company, will join Nasa‘s 2021 Astronaut Candidate Class in the United States.
134. a Airtel Payments Bank announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and value to customers when they
transact digitally using the bank account.
135. b The Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for setting up its largest
fulfilment centre in Asia, having a covered area of 3 million square feet in Patli Hajipur in Gurugram district‘s Manesar.
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136. a Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched NanoSniffer, the world‘s first Microsensor-based Explosive
Trace Detector (ETD).
137. a A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct quadruple images, commonly
called Einstein‘s cross.
138. a Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s citizen engagement
programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of water scarcity in India.
139. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book Odisha Itihaas written by Utkal Keshari Dr.
Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi.
140. d Chloe Zhao creates DGA Awards history, becomes first Asian woman to win top prize.
141. a India and the Netherlands have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further intensify ongoing
cooperation and better coherence in the area.
142. c The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index.
143. a In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union Minister of State for
Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park
in world-famous Dal Lake in Srinagar city.
144. b On the occasion, the ICCR has unveiled ‗Little Guru‘ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App which was jointly
launched in Beijing by Ambassador Vikram Misri and renowned Chinese scholar on Sanskrit and India studies, Professor
Wang Bangwei.
145. b Britain‘s Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II‘s husband has died at the age of 99. The Prince married Princess Elizabeth in
1947, five years before she became Queen, and was the longest-serving royal consort in British history.
146. c The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs)
to help them realize their full potential.
147. a The relationship between speed and distance is called the Hubble constant.
148. d Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in the eastern Himalayas,
taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of 1,340 species.
149. d The government of India declared in 2003 the national safe motherhood day on April 11.
150. a Gig-economy Western ‗Nomadland‘ won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film Awards, which were
handed out during a pandemic-curbed ceremony that recognized a diverse array of screen talent.
151. c Officials in northern China have inaugurated what they say is the world‘s first traffic signal for camels.
152. a Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders‘ Conference 2021 at Air
Headquarters Vayu Bhawan in New Delhi.
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153. c With an aim to provide single-window access to the energy data for the country, government think tank Niti Aayog launched
India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0.
154. a The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in Bangladesh at the Bangabandhu
Senanibas in Dhaka.
155. a Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and economic cooperation
named ‗Central Asia‘ on the borders of the two countries.
156. a On April 13-14, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) will conduct a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South
Africa) webinar for the first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists.
157. c India‘s first Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal in Maharashtra.
158. c Population of Irrawaddy dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a substantial jump this
year.
159. b Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in Japan.
160. c Every year 14th April is observed as National Fire Service Day.
161. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. President of Rwanda Paul Kagame and
Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen also joined the inaugural session as Chief Guests.
162. a Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra was appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner.
163. a Retired judge Surendra Kumar Yadav, who gave the verdict in the high-profile Babri mosque demolition case, took oath as an
‗up-lokayukta‘ in Uttar Pradesh.
164. b Udhampur district of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National level for successfully
implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21.
165. d New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment managers to
report the impacts of climate change on their business.
166. c Acuite Ratings, a company backed by Dun and Bradstreet, is setting up a dedicated rating company for ESG (Environment,
Social and Governance) opportunities, with more Indian companies seeking to tap into increasing global appetite for projects
with a pronounced accent on sustainability.
167. c Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has commissioned a 50 megawatt (MW) solar power plant in Chitrakoot,
Uttar Pradesh.
168. a Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the Tamil Calendar.
169. a The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining Madrid as hosts.
170. a The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to Dubai.
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171. b Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic marketplace
providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers.
172. d Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation to jointly work towards
providing a digitally rich ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across the country. The Atal Tinkering Labs
has played a pivotal role in fostering creativity and imagination amongst school children.
173. a NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation on April 13, 2021, launched Poshan Gyan. It is a national digital repository on health and nutrition.
174. a Haitian Prime Minister Joseph Jouthe has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings and prepares for an
upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year. He has served as the Prime Minister since March
2020. He did not give an explanation for his resignation.
175. a US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan before September
11, 2021, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.
176. b Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states. This project will
carry out various tasks for the betterment of farmers in the selected villages, which will enhance their income. This will also
reduce the input costs for farmers and make farming easy.
177. c Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to promote wellbeing
across age groups. MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was endorsed as a national
program by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council.
178. c Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in Chile. The algal bloom in the water reduced the amount of
oxygen suffocating the salmon fishes.
179. b The launch of India‘s most advanced earth observation satellite Gisat-1, which will allow India to better monitor the
subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15. The launch of the 2,268-kg satellite in the
first week of this month was aborted due to a technical glitch.
180. b Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to Manas National Park, under the
aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020).
181. b The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed on this day in 1919 as a result of
indiscriminate firing by the colonial forces, completed 102 years on 13 April 2021. The Britishers had banned gatherings at the
time and to punish civilians for their ‗disobedience‘, Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer ordered the army to fire into a crowd of
thousands of unarmed Indians who had come together to celebrate the festival of Baisakhi, unaware of the order.
182. a National Green Tribunal has allowed the Tamil Nadu government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga lift irrigation
project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.
183. a Russia and India are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal, Russian
ambassador Nikolay Kudashev said amid apprehensions of possible US sanctions against New Delhi over procurement of the
weapons systems.
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184. d NATO has announced that foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in coordination with a U.S.
pull-out by September 11. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of Allied
Command Operations is near Mons, Belgium.
185. c India had ―a crucial role‖ to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of increasing global instability,
Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue, held virtually this year and hosted by the
Observer Research Foundation in partnership with India‘s Ministry of External Affairs. The theme for the 2021 Edition is
―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖. Balakrishnan said he hoped India would ‗reassess‘ its stand on
regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact that India withdrew from
in 2019.
186. b As per Moody‘s Investors Service, India‘s public debt level is among the highest in emerging economies with a quantitative
easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest. Public debt is the total amount borrowed by the
government of a country.
187. d Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy, the Department of
Science and Technology said. This galaxy, called the Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy, which is about 31 billion lightyears away, opens up avenues to explore more such gamma-ray emitting galaxies, it said.
188. c Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute. Department of Science &
Technology, Government of India, informed Maharashtra government that the approval has been given as per the
recommendation of the committee of scientific experts for a period of one year. The move will help Haffkine Bio-pharma
Corporation to start production of Covaxin as soon as possible.
189. d In Wrestling, Sarita Mor stamped her authority in the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty, Kazakhstan by defending the
women‘s 59 kg title. Indian women also won two bronze medals through Seema and Pooja besides Sarita‘s gold.
190. a Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All
Challenge through video conferencing. EatSmart Cities Challenge is an opportunity for India to play a pioneering role in
developing the concept of integrating food systems into city planning and development.
191. d Union Home Ministry has clarified that the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) will not be required to register for a fresh OCI
card every time a new passport is issued in their name. At present, the OCI card is required to be reissued each time a new
passport is issued up to 20 years of age and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological changes in the face of the
applicant‖.
192. b The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to oversee air quality
monitoring of 124 non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country. Headed by the environment secretary, the task force will have
members from ministries of housing and urban development, road transport, petroleum, power, agriculture, health, and
chairman of the Central Pollution Control Board.
193. c A high-level interdepartmental group under a NITI Aayog member has been constituted to conduct national dialogues with
stakeholders of agri-food systems for exploring national pathways towards creating sustainable and equitable food systems in
India and suitably contribute to transformation in global food systems. The United Nations Secretary-General has called for the
first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food
systems in the World to realise the vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.
194. c The United Nations Population Fund‘s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 titled ‗My Body is My
Own‘ was launched. This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy.
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195. d Russia said that it banned FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country. The list of US officials banned from entering
Russia includes top officials from US President Joe Biden‘s administration. Attorney General Merrick Garland, Biden‘s chief
domestic policy advisor Susan Rice and FBI chief Christopher Wray would be barred, the Russian foreign ministry said.
196. c UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud and money
laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case, senior Indian diplomatic sources
in the UK said.
197. b The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to review its regulations
internally and in consultation with other stakeholders. The authority has been christened as such because it follows a similar
exercise conducted in 1999-2000. Deputy governor M Rajeshwar Rao has been appointed as the head of the RRA which would
be set up for a period of one year from May 1, 2021, unless its tenure is extended.
198. b Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & Chairman NIXI
inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). With this launch, NIXI has
announced to play a supporting role for the IPv6 awareness and adoption in the country along with DOT & MeitY.
199. a Trade minister Piyush Goyal chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up to advice the
government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the country.
200. a India vehemently opposed ‗vaccine nationalism‘ – or the attempts by some developed countries to hoard vaccines and not
sharing them or the related Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) with a view to maximise profits from not just COVID-related
vaccines, but also from therapeutics and diagnostics. India also called for greater support to its proposal along with South
Africa at the World Trade Organization (WTO) to waive the implementation, application and enforcement of certain Sections
of the TRIPS Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of IPRs) ‗in relation to prevention, containment or treatment
of COVID-19.
201. a The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries who intend to visit
India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants. An e-visa is provided in five categories
— tourist, business, conference, medical, and medical attendant. Under the arrangement, a foreigner can apply online four days
prior to travel.
202. a The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading Partners of the
United States. The April 2021 edition of the semi-annual report is the first from the Biden administration. The report is
submitted to the U.S. Congress and reviews currency practices of the U.S.‘s 20 biggest trading partners. India is one of the 11
countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their currency practices.
203. c President Joe Biden sought to present a united front with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga to counter an increasingly
assertive China as the U.S. leader held his first face-to-face White House summit since taking office. Biden hosted Suga for
talks that offered the President, a chance to work further on his pledge to revitalize U.S. alliances that frayed under his
predecessor Donald Trump.
204. d Iran has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity — the closest the country has ever come to the level needed
for a weapon — in response to the sabotage of an Iranian nuclear site last weekend linked to Israel.
205. d The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the court‘s jurisdiction to
hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court of Justice (ICJ). Jadhav, the 50-year-old
retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on charges of espionage and terrorism in April
2017. India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of consular access to Jadhav and challenging the death sentence.
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206. d For the first time in six decades, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership. Raul Castro on, 18 April,
said that he is stepping down as the head of Cuba‘s Communist party. The Communist party is the sole ruling party in charge
of the country‘s affairs as per the Cuban Constitution.
207. b Microsoft president Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace that
now has 75 countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world.
208. c US engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet. The ultra-white paint is made up of barium sulphate,
which makes it whiter.
209. d In a rare celestial event, a lunar occultation of Mars was visible from India on 17 April 2021 at 5 pm. The crescent moon
comes directly between the Earth and Mars leading to this rare lunar occultation. From Earth, such events are visible twice a
year.
210. c India clinched 14 medals including 5 gold, 3 silver and 6 bronze at the Asian Wrestling Championships 2021 at Almaty,
Kazakhstan. The Senior Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021.
211. a The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of France CNES for cooperation in its first
human space mission, Gaganyaan. CNES will train Indian flight physicians and CAPCOM mission control teams at French
facilities. The Gaganyaan orbital spacecraft project was kicked off in August 2018. It originally intended to send astronauts
from Indian soil to mark the 75th anniversary of India‘s independence in 2022.
212. c The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet Index 2021. India has
been ranked at 49th spot globally. It shares its rank with Thailand.
213. b The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every 12 years at Haridwar, India. The exact date is determined according to
Hindu astrology: the Mela is held when Jupiter is in Aquarius and the sun enters Aries.
214. b The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters China and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with urgency. Both
countries have expressed their commitment to working together and with other countries to tackle climate change. The decision
came after several meetings held last week between Chinese climate envoy Xie Zhenhua and his US counterpart John Kerry in
Shanghai.
215. c Junta leader General Min Aung Hlaing is set to join Southeast Asian leaders at a special summit in Jakarta in April 2021, the
Thai foreign ministry said Saturday, in what will be the coup leader‘s first official trip since the military deposed civilian leader
Aung San Suu Kyi.
216. d The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 per cent of
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050.
217. a Czech Republic has said that it will expel 18 Russian diplomats identified by local intelligence as secret agents of the Russia
that are suspected of involvement in a 2014 explosion. Prime Minister Andrej Babis said Czech authorities had clear evidence
linking Russian officers to an explosion in an ammunition warehouse in 2014 which left two people dead.
218. c The e-commerce giant Amazon has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon Smbhav Venture
Fund‖, to invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs. The launch of the Amazon Smbhav
Venture Fund aims to attract the best ideas and empower entrepreneurs in the country to partner in this vision.
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219. b India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s 49 kg Clean and Jerk with an impressive 119 kg lift at Asian
Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent.
220. a The Marathi film ―Puglya‖ has won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International Film Festival, 2021.
The film Puglya has been directed and produced by Vinod Sam Peter under the banner Abraham Films.
221. d The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party that has declared the name of the entity which made donations to it
through electoral bonds, the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), a poll rights group, said. A declaration of a Rs.1
crore donation was made in the party‘s 2019-20 contribution report, it added. According to the contribution report of the ruling
party in Jharkhand, the donation was made by aluminium and copper manufacturing company Hindalco.
222. c The Vande Bharat Mission (VBM), which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 and the resultant
lockdowns since May 7, 2020, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by a country.
223. d Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria will flag off six Rafale fighter jets from Merignac-Bordeaux
airbase in France on April 21, setting the stage for activating the second Rafale squadron at Hasimara in West Bengal, people
familiar with the matter said.
224. b Germany‘s Green party named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela Merkel, throwing down
the gauntlet to the chancellor‘s conservatives who were locked in increasingly vicious infighting for her crown.
225. a Cuba marked the end of an era with the official transfer of power from the Castro clan, in charge for six decades, to the
communist country‘s first civilian leader, Miguel Diaz-Canel.
226. b Britain imposed its strictest travel curbs on India after an explosion of coronavirus cases there, hours after Prime Minister Boris
Johnson called off a trip to New Delhi. India was being added to Britain‘s ―red list‖ of countries, banning all arrivals from
India except for UK or Irish nationals, who must pay to stay in a government-approved quarantine hotel for 10 days on their
return.
227. d A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations China‘s government is committing crimes
against humanity in the Xinjiang region.
228. a Saudi Arabian rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul, who was detained for campaigning to allow women to drive in the country,
was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of
Europe.
229. a The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction companies (ARCs) in
stressed debt resolution and review their business model. The panel has to submit its report within three months after its first
meeting. Headed by former RBI executive director Sudarshan Sen, the six-member panel comprises Vishakha Mulye,
executive director, ICICI Bank, P N Prasad, former deputy managing director of State Bank of India, Rohit Prasad, professor
of economics, Management Development Institute, Gurugram, Abizer Diwanji, partner, Ernst and Young, and chartered
accountant R Anand.
230. b NASA‘s experimental helicopter Ingenuity rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars, achieving the first
powered flight by an aircraft on another planet. The triumph was hailed as a Wright brothers moment. The mini 4-pound (1.8kilogram) copter even carried a bit of wing fabric from the Wright Flyer that made similar history at Kitty Hawk, North
Carolina, in 1903.
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231. a The 40th Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences successfully returned to Cape
Town after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, including stopovers.
232. d Italy has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana district of Gujarat. The project
aims to create synergy between agriculture and industry of the two countries and focuses on the research and development of
new and more efficient technologies in the sector.
233. c The Council of the European Union has approved conclusions on a European Union strategy for cooperation in the IndoPacific to ―reinforce its strategic focus, presence and actions‖ with the aim to contribute to ―regional stability, security,
prosperity and sustainable development,‖ at a time of ―rising challenges and tensions in the region.‖ The idea of the IndoPacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China‘s growing influence in the Indian Ocean region.
234. b India and Germany have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic Entering the Marine
Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony. This project is envisaged under the contours of the Joint Declaration of Intent regarding
cooperation in the field of ‗Prevention of Marine Litter‘ signed between Republic of India and Federal Republic of Germany in
2019.
235. a Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-appointment of Murali M.
Natrajan as the Managing Director & CEO, for a further period of one year from April 29, 2021.
236. d The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked Elon Musk‘s SpaceX for
its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two US astronauts to the moon. The total
value of this contract is $2.89 billion.
237. a The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The event was
the 34th edition of the Asian Wrestling Championships. India won 14 medals to stand in the third spot on the medal table.
238. a Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy. This win is his first
victory of the season. The race was the second round of the 2021 Formula One World Championship.
239. b The 1004th birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021. Sri Ramanuja Acharya was born in 1017
CE at Shriperumbudur village in Tamil Nadu.
240. a World Heritage Day observed globally on 18 April every year. The day is observed to raise awareness about the cultural
heritage that we see around us.
241. d India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international journalism not-for profit
body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), however, it continues to be counted among the countries classified ―bad‖ for
journalism and is termed as one of the most dangerous countries for journalists trying to do their jobs properly. India is ranked
142, same as last year, after it had consistently slid down from 133 in 2016.
242. d Prime Minister Narendra Modi participates and makes his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. Mr. Modi along with
40 global leaders are being participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US President Joe Biden. The summit is
held virtually and the theme on which the global leaders will be speaking is ―Our Collective Sprint to 2030‖.
243. a New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment managers to
report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change James Shaw said.
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244. d Amid the rising COVID-19 cases and subsequent restrictions on travel overseas, when many countries are banning individuals
from worst-hit nations, the Henley Passport Index on April 17 released its list of the most powerful passports. India stands at
number 84 on the list, as the Indian citizens can visit Visa-Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 58 places. Japan, Singapore and
Germany, South Korea stand in Top 3 respectively.
245. c Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force has said that they
are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the nation‘s 200-mile Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ).
246. b State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player Paytm to facilitate its digital
payments.
247. b As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh threat. It is
also called the ―Bengal Variant‖. The triple mutant variant has been identified in West Bengal, Maharashtra, Delhi and
Chhattisgarh.
248. a Amid a massive shortage of oxygen cylinders in the country due to resurgence in coronavirus cases, the Defence Research and
Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) supplemental oxygen delivery system.
249. b Bharat Biotech and ICMR announced interim results from Phase - 3 trials of COVAXIN. It has reported overall interim clinical
efficacy of 78 per cent of Covaxin. It said that the efficacy of the vaccine against severe COVID-19 disease was 100 per cent.
COVAXIN, India‘s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in collaboration with the Indian Council of
Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The indigenous, inactivated vaccine is developed and
manufactured in Bharat Biotech‘s BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) high containment facility.
250. a Stefanos Tsitsipas has won his first ATP Masters 1000 series after a flawless performance against Andrey Rublev in Monte
Carlo. The Greek star had lost his previous two finals at this level, with Rafael Nadal denying him in Toronto and Novak
Djokovic beating him in Madrid.
251. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership at
the Leaders Summit on Climate hosted by the US.
252. a Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain peak in the world,
becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.
253. a The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, has released its
2021 annual report. The report designated 14 countries as ―countries of particular concern (CPCs)‖ as ―their governments are
engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom.‖ This includes India.
254. a The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was famously known as the
―Father of Indian Banking Reforms‖. He was the 13th Governor of RBI and served from May 2, 1977, to November 30, 1977.
255. d With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in COVID-19
cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to 10.2 per cent in 2021-22 from earlier projection of 10.710.9 per cent.
256. a Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at ‗BBB-‗ with a
negative outlook.
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257. a NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere. It is the second
successful technology demonstration on the mission, which flew a mini-helicopter. The generation of oxygen was performed
by a toaster-sized unit in the rover called Moxie - the Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource Utilization Experiment.
258. a India and Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper Virat Kohli became the first batsman to get to 6,000 runs in the Indian
Premier League (IPL) history.
259. c The National Civil Services Day is observed on April 21 every year and is dedicated to India‘s civil servants for their
contribution and hard work in public administration. The first National Civil Service Day was observed in the year 2006.
260. c April 22 is Earth Day, an international event celebrated around the world to pledge support for environmental protection. The
year 2021 marks the 51st anniversary of the annual celebrations. This year‘s theme for Earth Day is ‗Restore Our Earth‘.
261. a India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur.
262. a The Centre will provide 5 kg of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 cases.
263. a Saudi Arabia will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero Producers Forum‘ for oil and gas
producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate change.
264. a The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said Arun Raste will be its next managing director and CEO
for a period of five years.
265. d In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner Coal India Ltd (CIL) announced it had signed a first-of-its-kind
power purchase agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam (GUVNL).
266. a CoinSwitch Kuber, an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform, has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in a Series B round of
funding from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million.
267. b Lying face down is known as proning which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and oxygenation
268. d In a historic and game changing move for professional boxing in the country, the World Boxing Council (WBC) has endorsed
the Indian Championship fight between Chandni Mehra and Suman Kumari on May 1 in Jalandhar.
269. c National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry of Panchayati Raj on
24 April annually.
270. a Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish, CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based supplement company
Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her venture.
271. b Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in Gandhinagar.
272. c The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Atanu Chakraborty as the part-time chairman of HDFC Bank.
273. d Rekha Menon, chairperson and MD of Accenture India, has been appointed as the first woman chairperson of IT industry body
Nasscom.
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274. b Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of Kerala, launched the state‘s first neobank, Ace Money
Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank.
275. a The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that Covaxin has neutralised multiple variants of - SARS CoV-2,
including the double mutant strain called B.1.617, which has become a cause of concern due to its high transmissibility.
276. b Rajasthan has planned to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan Mission.
277. c Internationally Acclaimed Indian Artist To Launch The World‘s First Twin NFT (Physical + Digital).
278. d World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on 25 April and recognizes global efforts to
control malaria.
279. a Ashok Leyland Ltd has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) to the Indian Air Force
(IAF).
280. a Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10th highest mountain peak in the world,
becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat.
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