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Preface
Dear Readers,

The ―Current Affairs‖ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our
team to help you cover all the important events of the month for the upcoming exams like Banking, Insurance, CLAT,
MBA etc. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere
efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfil aspirations.

Happy Reading!

Best Wishes
Team CL
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
National

NITI Aayog released the SDG India Index & Dashboard, 2020-21


The third rendition of India‘s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Index was launched by NITI Aayog on
3rd June, 2021. First launched in December 2018, the index has become the primary tool for monitoring
progress on the SDGs in the country and has simultaneously fostered competition among the States and Union
Territories by ranking them on the Global Goals.



NITI Aayog Vice Chairperson Dr Rajiv Kumar launched the report titled, SDG India Index and Dashboard
2020–21: Partnerships in the Decade of Action, in the presence of Dr Vinod Paul, Member (Health), NITI
Aayog, Shri Amitabh Kant, CEO, NITI Aayog, and Ms.Sanyukta Samaddar, Adviser (SDGs), NITI Aayog.
Designed and developed by NITI Aayog, the preparation of the index followed extensive consultations with the
primary stakeholders—the States and Union Territories; the UN agencies led by United Nations in India;
Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MoSPI), and the key Union Ministries.



With one-third of the journey towards achieving the 2030 agenda behind us, this edition of the index report
focuses on the significance of partnerships and is titled ―SDG India Index & Dashboard, 2020-21: Partnerships
in The Decade of Action‖.



The initiative to further refine and improve this important tool, with each edition, has been steered by the need to
continuously benchmark performance and measure progress, and account for the availability of latest SDG
related data on States and UTs. From covering 13 Goals, 39 targets, and 62 indicators in the first edition in
2018-19 to 17 Goals, 54 targets and 100 indicators in the second; this third edition of the index covers 17
Goals, 70 targets, and 115 indicators.



The SDG India Index 2020–21, developed in collaboration with the United Nations in India, tracks progress of
all States and UTs on 115 indicators that are aligned to MoSPI‘s National Indicator Framework (NIF). The
initiative to refine and improve this important tool with each edition has been steered by the need to continuously
benchmark performance and measure progress, and to account for the availability of latest SDG-related data on
States and UTs. The process of selecting these 115 indicators included multipleconsultations with Union
Ministries.



The SDG India Index 2020–21 is more robust than the previous editions on account of wider coverage of targets
and indicators with greater alignment with the NIF. The 115 indicators incorporate16 out of 17 SDGs, with a
qualitative assessment on Goal 17,and cover 70 SDG targets. This is an improvement over the 2018–19 and
2019–20 editions of the index, which had utilised 62 indicators across 39 targets and 13 Goals, and 100 indicators
across 54 targets and 16 Goals, respectively.

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the
Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a topdown model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman
is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.
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Uttar Pradesh launches Bal-Seva Yojana for children who lost their parents due to COVID


Uttar Pradesh Government also launched Bal-Seva Yojana for the children who lost their parents due to
COVID pandemic. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath announced a slew of measures for the care for such children
and said, the assistance will be provided to the care taker, if none of the parents are alive.



The State Government will provide financial assistance of Rs. 4,000 per month to such children. Government
will also provide laptop/Tablet to such children if they are getting education in any school or are doing any
professional course. Financial assistance of Rs. 1,01,000 will be provided for the marriage of girl children who
lost their parents in this pandemic.

Uttar Pradesh is the most populous state in India as well as the most populous country subdivision in the
world. It was created on 1 April 1937 as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh during British rule, and was
renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950, giving the acronym UP. The state is divided into 18 divisions and 75 districts with
the capital being Lucknow. On 9 November 2000, a new state, Uttarakhand, was carved out from the state‘s
Himalayan hill region. The two major rivers of the state, the Ganges and Yamuna, join at Allahabad and flow
further east as Ganges. The state contributes 80 seats to the lower house of the Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha and
31 seats to the upper house of the Indian Parliament, Rajya Sabha.

Ministry of Education launches YUVA- Prime Minister‘s Scheme for Mentoring Young Authors



The Ministry of Education launched YUVA- Prime Minister‘s Scheme for Mentoring Young Authors. It is an
Author Mentorship programme to train young and budding author‘s belows 30 years.
The launch of YUVA (Young, Upcoming and Versatile Authors) is in tune with Prime Minister Narendra
Modi‘s vision to encourage young writers to write about India‘s freedom struggle. YUVA is a part of
India@75 Project to bring to the fore the perspectives of the young generation of writers on themes like Unsung
Heroes, Freedom Fighters, Unknown and Forgotten Places.

The Ministry of Education (MoE), previously the Ministry of Human Resource Development (1985-2020), is
responsible for the implementation and formulation of the National Policy on Education approved by Union
cabinet of India and to ensure that it is implemented in letter and spirit. The Ministry is held currently by Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank. He represents the Haridwar constituency of Uttarakhand in the 17th Lok Sabha. Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad is the First Minister of Education in the Indian. He is commonly remembered as Maulana
Azad; the word Maulana is an honorific meaning ‗Our Master‘ and he had adopted Azad (Free) as his pen name.

WHO names Covid-19 variants first found in India as ‗Kappa‘ and ‗Delta‘






The B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2 variants of the Covid-19, first identified in India, has been named as ‗Kappa‘ and
‗Delta‘ respectively, the World Health Organisation (WHO) announced as it named various variants of the
coronavirus using Greek alphabets. The UN health agency named the B.1.617.1 variant of the Covid 19 as
‗Kappa‘ while the B1.617.2 variant was dubbed ‗Delta.‘ Both the variants were first found in India.
The WHO‘s move came nearly three weeks after India objected to the B.1.617 mutant of the
novel coronavirus being termed an ―Indian Variant‖ in media reports with the Union Health Ministry pointing
out that the UN‘s top health organ has not used the word ―Indian‖ for this strain in its document.
The ministry dismissed as ―without any basis and unfounded‖ media reports that have used the term ―Indian
variant‖ for the B.1.617 mutant strain, which the WHO recently said was a ―variant of global concern‖.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for
international public health. The WHO Constitution, which establishes the agency‘s governing structure and
principles, states its main objective as ―the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health‖. It is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, with six semi-autonomous regional offices and 150 field offices worldwide.
The WHO was established by constitution on 7 April 1948 which is commemorated as World Health Day.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has been serving since 2017 as Director-General of the World Health
Organization. Tedros is the first African in the role, and was endorsed by the African Union. Before serving as
Director-General, he held two high-level positions in the government of Ethiopia: Minister of Health from 2005
to 2012 and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2012 to 2016.
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Centre introduces new system for processing of Insurance claims under PMGKP Insurance
Scheme for Health Workers fighting COVID-19


The Government of India has been on the forefront of the fight against COVID19 and has been supporting the
efforts of States and UTs under the ‗Whole of Government‖ approach. In this endeavour, the Union Government
had already extended the ‗Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP) Insurance Scheme for Health
Workers Fighting COVID-19‘ for one year w.e.f 24.04.2021.



Safety of the Frontline Healthcare providers remains the top priority of the Central Government and
therefore the Central Government had revived this insurance policy for a period of one year so as to continue
to provide the safety net to the dependents of health workers, who are deputed to take care of COVID-19
patients.



‗Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP) Insurance Scheme for Health Workers Fighting COVID19‘ was launched w.e.f. 30.03.2020 initially for a period of 90 days to provide comprehensive personal
accident cover of Rs. 50 lakh to all healthcare providers, including community health workers and private
health workers drafted by the government for the care of Covid-19 patients and for those who may have come
in direct contact of COVID-19 patients and were at risk of being impacted by it. The scheme is being implemented
through an Insurance policy from New India Assurance Company (NIACL). The insurance policy has been
extended twice so far.



States and other stakeholders had been raising the matter that the processing of the insurance claims was
getting delayed. In order to cut down on these delays and to further streamline and simplify the processing of the
insurance claims, it has been decided to start a new system for approval of claims as per which the due diligence
will be done by State Governments at the level of District Collector. The District Collector in each case will be
certifying that the claim is in accordance with SoP of the Scheme. On the basis of this certificate of the
Collector, Insurance Company will approve and settle the claims within a period of 48 hours. Further, for the
sake of uniformity and prompt disposal, the District Collector will also do due diligence and certify the claims even
in case of Central Government hospitals/ AIIMS/ Railways etc. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare has
informed all States Governments and UT Administrations about this new system which comes into effect
immediately.

GIFT constituted with CM as chairman in Goa








The State government constituted Goa Institution For Future Transformation (GIFT), which will function on
the lines of NITI Aayog to assist, advise and guide the government in policy making and formulation,
implementation, monitoring of sustainable development goals and evaluation of various development plans,
programmes and schemes.
―The Government of Goa is pleased to constitute ‗GOA IINSTITUTION FOR FUTURE
TRANSFORMATION‘ (GIFT) with immediate effect from the date of publication of this Notification in the
Official Gazette. The Chairman of GIFT shall be the Chief Minister. The functioning of GIFT is to be on par
with the NITI Aayog and will be backed up with Article 309 of the Constitution of India for attaining
autonomy.‖
The cabinet had recently approved the proposal for the setting up GIFT. Then Chief Minister late Manohar
Parrikar had disbanded the State Planning Board with effect from April 1, 2017 after disbanding of the
Planning Commission at the national level.
Later, Sawant in his budget speech had announced the formation of the State Institution for Transforming
Goa (SIT-Goa) later renamed as GIFT, which will also serve as a knowledge hub to the State replicating best
practices which are suited for the sustainable development of the State.

Article 309 of the Constitution of India provides that acts of the appropriate Legislature may regulate the
recruitment and conditions of service of persons appointed to public services and posts in connection with the
affairs of the Union or any State. It also provides that pending provision in this behalf being made by or under an
Act, the President or such persons as he may direct shall be competent to make, in the case of services and posts in
connection with the affairs of the Union, rules regulating the recruitment and other service conditions of persons
appointed to such services and posts.
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One Nation, One Standard Scheme launched


One Nation, One Standard scheme has been launched with an aim to synergize standards adopted by various
Standard Development Organisations in the country. The voluntary integration scheme of multiple standard
formulating bodies will bring uniformity in the quality of goods & services produced in the country and will boost
the ‗Brand India‘ image.



The scheme was launched in a joint virtual event organised by the Ministry of Railways and the Ministry of
Consumer Affairs. Research Designs & Standards Organisation (RDSO), Lucknow has become the first
organisation in the country to join the One Nation, One Standard scheme.



The scheme has been formulated under the aegis of Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) and talks are on with
several other organisations including DRDO and Indian Roads Congress among others.

The ‗One Nation, One Standard‘ scheme was launched in 2019 with the objective to develop one template of
standard for one given product in the country, instead of having multiple agencies set it, thereby building a
‗Brand India‘ identity in the long run. Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) is the implementing agency for the
‗One Nation, One Standard‘ scheme.

NSA Ajit Doval commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel Sajag


National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval has commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel
Sajag and dedicated it to the nation for safeguarding maritime interests. Sajag has been constructed by Goa
Shipyard Limited.



Mr Doval commended Goa shipyard for indigenously developing ships for the Maritime Armed forces on time with
state-of-the-art machinery and latest technology sensors and equipment. Sajag is the third in a series of five
offshore patrol vessels indigenously designed in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s ‗Make in India‘
vision.

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is a maritime law enforcement and search and rescue agency of India with
jurisdiction over its territorial waters including its contiguous zone and exclusive economic zone. The Indian Coast
Guard was formally established on 1 February 1977 by the Coast Guard Act, 1978 of the Parliament of India. It
operates under the Ministry of Defence. Krishnaswamy Natarajan, is the current Director General of the Indian
Coast Guard who assumed the office on 1 July 2019.

Justice (Retd) Arun Kumar Mishra takes charge as NHRC chairman


Justice (Retd) Arun Kumar Mishra took charge as the chairman of the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in New Delhi.



President Ram Nath Kovind appointed Justice Mishra as the NHRC chairperson based on the
recommendation of a selection panel comprising Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Home Minister Amit Shah,
Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha Harivansh and Leader of the
Opposition in Rajya Sabha, Mallikarjun Kharge. Justice Arun Mishra retired as Supreme Court Judge in
September last year.



The post of NHRC chairperson had been vacant since former Chief Justice of India H L Dattu retired in
December last year. In March, former Supreme Court judge Justice Prafulla Pant, who has been an NHRC
member, raised the issue of vacant posts in the National Commission and State Commissions, terming it a
―matter of concern‖. Subsequently, Pant was appointed the acting chairperson of NHRC.



In 2019, the Parliament had amended the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 to revise the eligibility
criteria for the post of chairperson of NHRC and state human rights commissions. While only a retired Chief
Justice of India could be appointed as NHRC chairperson earlier, the amended law allowed a judge of the
Supreme Court to be considered for the position.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India is a Statutory public body constituted on 12 October
1993 under the Protection of Human Rights Ordinance of 28 September 1993. It was given a statutory basis by the
Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993 (PHRA). The NHRC is the National Human Rights Commission of India
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responsible for the protection and promotion of human rights, defined by the Act as ―Rights Relating To Life,
liberty, equality and dignity of the individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied in the International
Covenants and enforceable by courts in India‖.

Union Cabinet approves Model Tenancy Act for circulation to all States and UTs


The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has approved the Model Tenancy
Act for circulation to all States / Union Territories for adaptation by way of enacting fresh legislation or
amending existing rental laws suitably.



It will help overhaul the legal framework with respect to rental housing across the country, which would help
spur its overall growth.



The Model Tenancy Act aims at creating a vibrant, sustainable and inclusive rental housing market in the
country. It will enable creation of adequate rental housing stock for all the income groups thereby addressing
the issue of homelessness. Model Tenancy Act will enable institutionalisation of rental housing by gradually
shifting it towards the formal market.



The Model Tenancy Act will facilitate unlocking of vacant houses for rental housing purposes. It is expected
to give a fillip to private participation in rental housing as a business model for addressing the huge housing
shortage.

Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launches Seed Minikit Programme


Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched Seed Minikit Programme by distributing Seed
Minikits, higher yielding varieties of seeds to farmers. The mini kits are being provided by the Central
Agencies, National Seeds Corporation, NSC, NAFED and Gujarat State Seeds Corporation and it is fully
funded by the Government of India through the National Food Security Mission.



The distribution of seeds will continue till 15th of this month so that the seeds reach the farmers before the Kharif
sowing commences. The Central government in collaboration with states has been implementing various
activities to enhance production and productivity of pulses and oilseeds under the National Food Security
Mission.

The agriculture contribution in India‘s GDP in 2019 is 15.96 percent. According to latest report, agriculture is
primary source of livelihood for 58% population in India. The Primary sector of the economy includes any
industry involved in the extraction and production of raw materials, such as farming, logging, hunting, fishing,
and mining. India is a global agricultural powerhouse. It is the world‘s largest producer of milk, pulses, and spices,
and has the world‘s largest cattle herd (buffaloes), as well as the largest area under wheat, rice and cotton. It is
the second largest producer of rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, farmed fish, sheep & goat meat, fruit, vegetables
and tea. Narendra Singh Tomar is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Minister of Rural
Development in the Second Modi ministry. He is a member of the 17th Lok Sabha from Morena, Madhya Pradesh.

Thaawarchand Gehlot launched SAGE project to support India‘s elderly


Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Thaawarchand Gehlot launched the senior care Ageing Growth
Engine (SAGE) project to select, support and create a one-stop access of elderly care products and services
by credible start-ups.



The SAGE project is shaped on the recommendations of the empowered expert committee report on startups for elderly. Start-ups can apply for being a part of SAGE through a dedicated portal, which will be also
launched.



The start-ups will be selected on the basis of innovative products and services, which they should be able to
provide across sectors such as health, housing, care centres, apart from technological access linked to finances, food
and wealth management and legal guidance.



The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment will act as a facilitator, enabling the elderly to access the
products through these identified start-ups. As per surveys, the share of elders, as a percentage of the total population
in the country is expected to increase from around 7.5 per cent in 2001 to almost 12.5 per cent by 2026.
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Thaawar Chand Gehlot is currently serving as the Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment in the NDA
Government. He is currently the Leader of the House in the upper house of Indian Parliament. He is a member of
the Rajya Sabha, upper house of Indian Parliament, representing the state of Madhya Pradesh.

Cabinet approves MoU between India & Maldives on cooperation in field of sustainable urban
development


The Union Cabinet was apprised of the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Ministry
of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India and Ministry of National Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure, Government of Maldives on cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban Development.



The MoU will promote strong, deep and long-term bilateral cooperation in the field of Sustainable Urban
Development between the two countries. The MoU came into effect on the date of signing by the two contracting
parties and will remain in force for indefinite period.

Maldives is a South Asian country, located in the Indian Ocean, situated in the Arabian Sea. Male is the capital
and most populated city, traditionally called the ―King‘s Island‖ for its central location. Maldivian rufiyaa is the
currency of the Maldives. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih is the current President of the Maldives.

India to soon get 8 new Flying Training Academies under liberalised FTO policy of AAI


India will soon get eight new Flying Training Academies under the liberalised Flying Training Organisation
(FTO) policy of the Airports Authority of India (AAI). This initiative will help the Indian flying training
sector in becoming more self-sustaining under the Atma Nirbhar Bharat initiative.



These academies will be set up at Belagavi, Jalgaon, Kalaburagi, Khajuraho and Lilabari. The set-up of these
eight FTOs is aimed at making India a global flying training hub. It will also prevent the exodus of Indian cadets
to foreign FTOs.



Airports Authority of India had invited bids for the same in November 2020. The award letters were issued on
31 May 2021 to winning bidders: Asia-Pacific, Jetserve, Redbird, Samvardhane and Skynex. In order to make
FTOs attractive for bidders, AAI reduced the minimum annual rental significantly to Rs 15 lakh. Furthermore,
the concept of airport royalty was scrapped to make these ventures business-friendly.

Kerala retains top rank, Bihar at bottom in Niti Aayog‘s SDG India Index 2020-21


Kerala has retained the top rank in Niti Aayog‘s SDG India Index 2020-21, while Bihar has been adjudged as
the worst performer, as per a report released.



The Index for Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) evaluates progress of states and union territories on
social, economic and environmental parameters. The third rendition of India‘s SDG Index was launched by Niti
Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar.



Kerala retained its rank as the top state with a score of 75. Both Himachal Pradesh and Tamil Nadu took the
second spot with a score of 74. Bihar, Jharkhand and Assam were the worst performing states in this year‘s
India index.



Uttarakhand has emerged as one of the worst performing states in terms of sex ratio at birth, according to
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) released by the Niti Aayog. The state‘s sex ratio is 840, against the
national average of 899, the SDG showed.



The best performer in this category was Chhattisgarh, where male-to-female ratio at birth stood at 958 much above the national average - the Niti Aayog report further showed. Kerala is at the second place with a sex
ratio of 957.



States like Punjab and Haryana, which have seen low sex ratios, have improved their position. While Haryana
recorded birth of 843 females per 1000 males, in Punjab the number has reached 890.



The SDGs are an ambitious commitment by world leaders which set out a universal and an unprecedented
agenda which embraces economic, environmental and social aspects of the wellbeing of societies.

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 9

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021
Raimona becomes Assam‘s sixth national park


Raimona in Kokrajhar district has become Assam‘s sixth national park. Eastern Assam‘s Dehing Patkai
Wildlife Sanctuary, under stress for unregulated coal mining in the vicinity is in the process of becoming the
seventh national park.



The five national parks that existed prior to the 422 sq. km Raimona are Kaziranga, Manas, Nameri, Orang
and Dibru-Saikhowa.

Jagdish Mukhi is the current Governor of Assam and Assam is known for Assam tea and Assam silk. Dispur is
the capital of the state of Assam. Guwahati is the largest city of Assam and Northeastern India. Himanta Biswa
Sarma is current the Chief Minister of Assam. In 1874, on the formation of Assam as the Chief Commissioner‘s
Province, it was chosen as the headquarters of the new administration because of its convenient location between
the Brahmaputra and Surma valleys and more so because the climate of Shillong was much cooler than tropical
India. Shillong remained the capital of undivided Assam until the creation of the new state of Meghalaya on 21
January 1972, when Shillong became the capital of Meghalaya, and Assam moved its capital to Dispur in Guwahati.

Startup Jupitice develops world‘s first private digital court


Chandigarh-based startup Jupitice has developed the World‘s First Private Digital Court to facilitate speedy
resolution of domestic as well as cross-border disputes under the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
mechanism.



Promoted by lawtech experts, the Jupitice platform will offer dispute resolution through traditional ADR
mechanisms such as mediation, assisted-negotiation, arbitration and conciliation, thus ensuring easy and
affordable access to justice to people, business entities and medium and large corporates.



Being a fully online platform, Jupitice is a location-agnostic company that can be operated from anywhere.
Currently, Jupitice is situated in IT Park, Chandigarh.



Jupitice‘s Private Digital Court is a combination of the world‘s first end-to-end digital justice delivery
platform that facilitates all the participants involved in the dispute to perform tasks (case filing to awards &
settlement) online and on a single platform.



Jupitice has also aggregated ADR professionals across the world to form its ‗Marketplace‘ which makes it
even easier for justice seekers to connect with justice providers.

DAC approves Navy‘s proposal for construction of 6 submarines


The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) approved the Navy‘s proposal for construction of six submarines at
an approximate cost of Rs 43,000 crore. Defence minister Rajnath Singh chaired the meeting.



This is a landmark approval, being the first case processed under the Strategic Partnership model. This would
be one of the largest Make in India projects and it will create a tiered industrial ecosystem for submarine
construction in the country.



With this approval, India will be enabled to achieve its 30 year Submarine construction programme
envisioned by the Government to acquire national competence in submarine construction.



The availability of new technologies and advanced manufacturing capabilities to Indian Industry will be an
important step towards enhancing the nation‘s quest for self-reliance in modern conventional submarine
construction. It will also create direct and indirect job opportunities in the country.



DAC also approved Air Defence guns and ammunition for the Army worth Rs 6000 crore under the ‗Buy
and Make Indian‘ category. This will enable the Armed forces to complete their emergent and critical
acquisitions.

The Defence Acquisition Council is the highest decision-making body in the Defence Ministry for deciding on
new policies and capital acquisitions for the three services (Army, Navy and Air Force) and the Indian Coast
Guard. It was formed, after the Group of Ministers recommendations on ‗Reforming the National Security
System‘, in 2001, post Kargil War (1999). The Minister of Defence is the Chairman of the Council.
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PM Narendra Modi launched E-100 project in Pune to produce, distribute ethanol across India


Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-100 pilot project in Pune to mark the World Environment
Day. The ambitious project aims to set up a network for production and distribution of ethanol across the nation.



The Prime Minister also released the ‗Report of the Expert Committee on Road Map for ethanol blending in
India 2020-2025‘, in line with the theme for World Environment Day this year - promotion of biofuels for a
better environment.



Last year, the government had set a target of reaching 10 per cent ethanol blending in petrol (10 per cent of
ethanol mixed with 90 per cent of diesel) by 2022 and 20 per cent doping by 2030. ―Government has resolved
to meet the target of 20 per cent ethanol blending in petrol by 2025. Earlier the resolve was to achieve the
target by 2030 which is now preponed by 5 years.



Till 2014, on an average, only 1.5 per cent of ethanol could be blended in India which has now reached about
8.5 per cent. A large part of this eightfold increase in ethanol procurement has benefitted the sugarcane
farmers of the country,‖ PM Modi said.



―A lot of emphasis is being laid on building the necessary infrastructure for the production and purchase of ethanol
in the country. Most of the ethanol manufacturing units are mostly concentrated in 4-5 states where sugar
production is high but now food grain based distilleries are being established to expand this to the whole country.
Modern technology based plants are also being set up in the country to make ethanol from agricultural
waste,‖ he further added.

The Ethanol Blended Petrol (EBP) programme was launched in January, 2003 by the Ministry of Petroleum &
Natural Gas (MoP&NG). The government has set targets of 10% bioethanol blending of petrol by 2022 and to
raise it to 20% by 2030 under the Ethanol Blended Programme (EBP). Currently, the bioethanol blending in
petrol stands at 5%. The EBP was launched in line with the National Biofuels Policy, 2018. It is estimated that
a 5% blending can result in replacement of around 1.8 million Barrels of crude oil. As the ethanol molecule
contains oxygen, it allows the engine to more completely combust the fuel, resulting in fewer emissions and
thereby reducing the occurrence of environmental pollution. The renewable ethanol content, which is a byproduct of the sugar industry, is expected to result in a net reduction in the emission of carbon dioxide, carbon
monoxide (CO) and hydrocarbons (HC).

Gujarat‘s Kevadia to host ‗India‘s first‘ e-vehicles-only area


A day after Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s announcement on World Environment Day that Kevadia will be turned
into an Electric Vehicle City, the Statue of Unity Area Development and Tourism Governance Authority
(SOUADTGA) will develop the ―country‘s first electric vehicles-only area‖ in Gujarat‘s Kevadia.



The authority said that the area surrounding the 182-metre tall Statue of Unity in Kevadia in Gujarat‘s tribaldominated Narmada district will be converted into an electric-vehicles-only area in a phased manner. Kevadia,
which houses the world‘s tallest Statue of Unity, will become the country‘s first electric vehicle city.

The Indian government has created momentum through its Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of (Hybrid &)
Electric Vehicles schemes that encourage, and in some segments mandates the adoption of electric vehicles (EV),
with a goal of reaching 30% EV penetration by 2030. If these aims are realised by 2030, they will generate an
estimated saving of up to 474 Millions of tonnes of oil equivalent (Mtoe) and 846 million tonnes of net CO2
emissions over their lifetime. According to a Niti Aayog report, India‘s EVs market needs a minimum of 10 GW
of cells by 2022, which would need to be expanded to about 50 GW by 2025. However, currently, India is able to
add only 20 GW every year to its grid for all of our other increasing energy needs. Thus, the fulfilment of the
requirement of 10 GW additional capacity only for EVs would be a huge task.

India slips two spots to rank 117 on 17 Sustainable Development Goals adopted as 2030 agenda


India‘s rank has slipped by two places from last year to 117 on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
adopted as a part of the 2030 agenda by 193 United Nations member states in 2015.
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The State of India‘s Environment Report 2021 revealed that India‘s rank was 115 last year and dropped by
two places primarily because major challenges like ending hunger and achieving food security (SDG 2),
achieving gender equality (SDG 5) and building resilient infrastructure, promoting inclusive and sustainable
industrialisation and fostering innovation (SDG 9) remain in the country.



India ranks below four South Asian countries -- Bhutan, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, it said. The
overall SDG score of India is 61.9 out of 100. Elaborating state-wise preparedness, the report said Jharkhand and
Bihar are the least prepared to meet the SDGs by 2030, which is the target year. While Jharkhand lags in
five of the SDGs, Bihar lags in seven.



It said the states/UTs with the best overall score which are on the path to achieving the SDGs are Kerala,
Himachal Pradesh and Chandigarh.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, was adopted by all United Nations Member States in 2015,
which provides a shared blueprint for peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future.
There are 17 SDGs which are an urgent call for action by all countries - developed and developing - in a global
partnership. The 17 SDGs adopted by UN member states are SDG1- no poverty, SDG 2-zero hunger, SDG3-good
health and well-being, SDG4- quality education, SDG 5- gender equality, SDG 6- clean water and sanitation,
SDG 7- affordable and clean energy, SDG 8 decent work and economic growth, SDG 9- industry, innovation and
infrastructure. SDG 10 reduced inequalities, SDG 11- sustainable cities and communities, SDG 12- responsible
consumption and production, SDG 13- climate action, SDG 14- life below water, SDG 15- life on land, SDG 16peace, justice and strong institutions and lastly SDG 17- strengthening global partnerships for the goals.

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank approves release of Performance Grading Index
2019-20 for states, UTs


Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ has approved the release of Performance Grading Index
2019-20 for States and UTs. Government has introduced the Performance Grading Index with a set of 70
parameters to catalyze transformational change in the field of school education.



The PGI for States and UTs was first published in 2019 with reference year 2017-18. Punjab, Chandigarh,
Tamil Nadu, Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Kerala occupy the highest grade, which is Grade A, for 201920.



Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, Puducherry, Punjab and Tamil Nadu have
improved overall PGI score by 10 percent, that is, 100 or more points. The PGI exercise helps States and UTs to
pinpoint the gaps and prioritise areas for intervention. Most of the States and UTs have improved their grade in
PGI 2019-20 compared to the earlier years. Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Lakshadweep and Punjab have
shown improvement by 10 percent or more in the PGI domain: Access.



As many as thirteen States and UTs have shown improvement by 10 percent or more in the PGI domain:
Infrastructure and Facilities. Andaman and Nicobar Islands and Odisha have shown improvement by 20
percent or more. Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur and Odisha have shown more than 10 percent improvement in the
PGI domain: Equity.

India elected to UN Economic and Social Council for term 2022-24


India has been elected to the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for the term 2022-24.
The ECOSOC is at the centre of the United Nations development system and brings together people and issues to
promote collective action for a sustainable world.



The 54-member Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) is at the heart of the United Nations system to
advance the three dimensions of sustainable development economic, social and environmental.



It is the central platform for fostering debate and innovative thinking, forging consensus on ways forward,
and coordinating efforts to achieve internationally agreed goals. It is also responsible for the follow-up to major
UN conferences and summits. India was elected in the Asia-Pacific States category along with Afghanistan,
Kazakhstan and Oman in the elections held.
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In the Economic and Social Council by-election, Greece, New Zealand and Denmark were elected for a term of
office from January to December 2022 and Israel was elected for a term of office beginning January 1, 2022
and until December 31, 2023.



India is currently serving the 2021-22 term as a non-permanent member of the powerful UN Security
Council and will assume the Presidency of the 15-nation UN organ in August.

The UN Charter established ECOSOC in 1945 as one of the six main organs of the United Nations. ECOSOC‘s
54 members are elected for three-year terms by the General Assembly. Seats on the Council are allotted based
on geographical representation with 14 allocated to African states, 11 to Asian states, six to eastern European
states, 10 to Latin American and Caribbean states and 13 to western European and other states, according to the
ECOSOC website. It is headquartered in New York, USA.

India‘s first International Maritime Cluster to come up at GIFT City


Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) will set up the country‘s first international maritime services
cluster at GIFT City. The maritime cluster will be developed as a dedicated ecosystem comprising ports,
shipping, logistics services providers and government regulators, all present in the same geographic vicinity —
GIFT City. GIFT City is India‘s first operational smart city and international financial services.



This will be a first-of-its-kind commercial maritime services cluster in India, which has been conceptualised to
enhance the competitiveness and self-sufficiency of India in the maritime sector and provide a one-stop solution
for the entire maritime fraternity.



The cluster looks to host maritime industry players including regulators, government agencies,
maritime/shipping industry associations and businesses, intermediate service providers, such as shipping
finance, marine insurance, maritime arbitrators, maritime law firms, among others, and support services providers,
such as maritime education institutes.

Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) is a business district near Ahmedabad in Gujarat, India. It
is India‘s first operational greenfield smart city and international financial services centre, which the Government
of Gujarat promoted as a greenfield project, The city is located on the banks of the Sabarmati River and is around
12 km (7.5 mi) from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport. The city is designed so residents can walk to
work, and includes commercial and residential complexes.

Government extends Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana till Deepawali


Prime Minister Narendra Modi during his televised address to the nation on June 7, 2021 announced that
the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana will be extended till November 2021 to support 80 crore
beneficiaries.



Under the scheme, 80 crore poor and vulnerable families will be provided with free food grains such as rice
and wheat. In April, 2021, the central government had announced the distribution of free food grains for the
months of May and June under the scheme. The benefits of the scheme have now been extended till Diwali to
help sustain poor families that have been hardest hit by the state lockdowns imposed in April and May to
contain the deadly second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic.



The Prime Minister in his address to the nation said that last year when the lockdown was imposed due to
corona, the free ration was provided to more than 80 crore people for eight months under the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana. He said that this year too, the scheme was implemented in May and June,
due to the second wave of the pandemic.

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY; Prime Minister‘s Food Security Scheme for the Poor)
is a food security welfare scheme announced by the Government of India in March 2020, during the COVID-19
pandemic in India. The program is operated by the Department of Food and Public Distribution under the
Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. The scheme aims to feed the poorest citizens of
India by providing grain through the Public Distribution System, to all the priority households (ration card
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holders and those identified by the Antyodaya Anna Yojana scheme). PMGKAY provides 5 kg of rice or wheat
(according to regional dietary preferences) per person and 1 kg of dal to each family holding a ration card. The
scale of this welfare scheme makes it the largest food security program in the world.

President appoints former IAS officer Anup Chandra Pandey as EC


The President of India, Ram Nath Kovind has appointed former IAS officer Anup Chandra Pandey as an
Election Commissioner. Mr Pandey is a retired IAS officer of the 1984 batch Uttar Pradesh Cadre.



There was a vacancy in the poll body after Sunil Arora demitted office as the Chief Election Commissioner.
Presently Sushil Chandra is the Chief Election Commissioner and Rajiv Kumar is the other Election
Commissioner.

The Election Commission of India is a permanent and independent body established by the Constitution of
India directly to ensure free and fair elections in the country. Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the
power of superintendence, direction, and control of elections to Parliament, state legislatures, the office of the
President of India, and the office of vice-President of India shall be vested in the election commission. Thus, the
Election Commission is an all-India body in the sense that it is common to both the Central government and the state
governments. The Chief Election Commissioner of India can be removed from their office in a manner similar to
the removal of a judge of the Supreme Court of India which requires a resolution passed by the Parliament of
India a two-thirds majority in both the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha on the grounds of proved misbehaviour or
incapacity. Other Election Commissioners can be removed by the President of India on the recommendation of
the Chief Election Commissioner. A Chief Election Commissioner has never been impeached in India. Sukumar
Sen was the first Chief Election Commissioner of India, serving from 21 March 1950 to 19 December 1958.

Four take oath as Rajya Sabha members


Four new members of Rajya Sabha, including Swapan Dasgupta and Mahesh Jethmalani, took oath, with
Chairman M Venkaiah Naidu noting that the public representatives have a great role to play during the
challenging times of the ongoing pandemic.



The other two members were John Brittas (CPI-M) and V Sivadasan (CPI-M), both elected from Kerala.
Dasgupta, who had quit his membership to contest the West Bengal Assembly election, and eminent lawyer
Mahesh Jethmalani are both nominated.



Deputy Chairman Harivansh, Leader of the House Thaawarchand Gehlot, Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pralhad Joshi and Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs Arjun Ram Meghwal were also present during
the oath-taking.

Under Article 80 of the Constitution, the Council of States (Rajya Sabha) is composed of not more than 250
members, of whom 12 are nominated by the President of India from amongst persons who have special
knowledge or practical experience in respect of such matters as literature, science, art and social service.
Nominated members enjoy all powers, privileges and immunities available to an elected member of Parliament. They
take part in the proceedings of the House as any other member. They, however, are not entitled to vote in the
election of the President of India. But in the election of the Vice-President of India, they have a right to vote. So
far, none from them has been inducted into the Council of Ministers.

CESL, Ladakh ink pact to make the Union Territory carbon-neutral


Convergence Energy Services Ltd (CESL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency Services Ltd
(EESL), has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with the Administration of Union Territory of
Ladakh, to make it a clean and green UT. State-owned CESL has signed a pact with the Ladakh
administration to make the Union Territory carbon-neutral.



CESL, a wholly-owned subsidiary of EESL, will build the EV ecosystem for the UT, focusing on EV charging
infrastructure which will utilise renewable sources of power, and electric vehicles (EVs) that are being tested
for high altitudes. CESL is a new energy company that is focused on delivering clean, affordable and reliable
energy.
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Ladakh is a region administered by India as a union territory, and constitutes a part of the larger Kashmir
region, which has been the subject of dispute between India, Pakistan, and China since 1947. It was established
on 31 October 2019, following the passage of the Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act. The largest town in
Ladakh is Leh, followed by Kargil, each of which headquarters a district. The Leh district contains the Indus,
Shyok and Nubra river valleys. The Kargil district contains the Suru, Dras and Zanskar river valleys. Radha
Krishna Mathur is a retired Indian IAS officer who is serving as the first Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh. He
retired as the Chief Information Commissioner of India (CIC) in November 2018.

31st edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol underway


31st edition of India-Thailand Coordinated Patrol (Indo-Thai CORPAT) between the Indian Navy and the
Royal Thai Navy is conducted till 11th June 2021.



Indian Naval Ship (INS) Saryu, an indigenously built Naval Offshore Patrol Vessel and His Majesty‘s
Thailand Ship (HTMS) Krabi, an Offshore Patrol Vessel, along with Dornier Maritime Patrol Aircraft from
both navies were participated in the CORPAT.



The 31st Indo-Thai CORPAT will contribute towards Indian Navy‘s efforts to consolidate inter-operability
and forge strong bonds of friendship with Royal Thai Navy.



As part of the Indian Government‘s vision of SAGAR (Security and Growth for All in the Region), the Indian
Navy has been engaging with other nations in the Indian Ocean Region for enhancing regional maritime
security.

For enforcing the maritime links between India and Thailand and to keep this vital part of the Indian Ocean
safe and secure for International Trade, the navies of both countries have been undertaking CORPAT bi-annually
along with their International Maritime Boundary Line since 2005. The CORPAT exercise builds up the
interoperability and understanding between the two navies. It facilitates the institution of measures to prevent
and suppress unlawful activities such as drug trafficking, Illegal Unreported Unregulated (IUU) fishing, armed
robbery, maritime terrorism, and piracy.

Jammu & Kashmir village becomes first in India to achieve 100% vaccination of adults


A remote hamlet in the Bandipora district of Jammu and Kashmir has become the first village in India to
vaccinate all its adult population against the novel coronavirus. Weyan, a village in district Bandipora (J&K)
has become the first village in the country, where the entire population above 18 years has been vaccinated.

Jammu and Kashmir is a region administered by India as a union territory and consists of the southern portion of
the larger Kashmir region, which has been the subject of a dispute between India and Pakistan since 1947 and
between India and China since 1962. The region of Jammu and Kashmir is separated by the Line of Control
from the Pakistani-administered territories of Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan in the west and north,
respectively. Provisions for the formation of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir were contained within the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which was passed by both houses of the Parliament of India in
August 2019. The act re-constituted the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories, ‗Jammu
and Kashmir‘ and ‗Ladakh‘, with effect from 31 October 2019. Manoj Sinha is the current Lieutenant
Governor of Jammu and Kashmir. Girish Chandra Murmu was the first Lieutenant Governor.

PM Narendra Modi participated in outreach sessions of G7 Summit in virtual format


Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the outreach session of the G7 Summit on 12th and 13th June in
virtual format. UK currently holds the presidency of the G7 and has invited India along with South Korea and
South Africa as guest countries for the G7 Summit. The meeting was held in hybrid mode.



This is the second time Prime Minister Modi was participated in G7. The UK has outlined four priority areas
for its Presidency. These are leading the global recovery from coronavirus while strengthening resilience against
future pandemics, promoting future prosperity by championing free and fair trade, tackling climate change
and preserving the planet‘s biodiversity and championing shared values and open societies.

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 15

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021
Group of Seven is an intergovernmental organisation consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the United States. The heads of government of the member states, as well as the representatives
of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit. The seven countries involved are also the largest IMFadvanced economies in the world. The concept of a forum for the world‘s major industrialized countries emerged
before the 1973 oil crisis.

JNU enters top 1000 global universities ranking


In a first, Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) has made it to the top 1,000 list of the 2022 QS World
University rankings as its new undergraduate engineering programme now makes it eligible for the rating.



JNU, often regarded as one of India‘s best universities, was ranked in the 561-570 bracket by Quacquarelli
Symonds (QS), which only rates institutions offering both undergraduate and postgraduate courses.



As many as 22 Indian institutions have made it to the top 1,000 list, one more than those in the previous year.
Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) in Guwahati, Kanpur, Kharagpur and Madras saw their rankings
improve significantly.



In the overall rankings, three Indian institutions have featured in the top 200 universities list. The India
Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay, was India‘s top ranked institution for the fourth consecutive year as
per the list.



IIT, Delhi, was India‘s second-best university, having risen from the 193rd rank to 185 since last year. IIT,
Madras, jumped 20 places and now ranks joint-255th, which is its highest position since 2017.



The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore, is the world‘s top research university as per the citations per
faculty indicator. It got a perfect score of 100/100 for the citations per faculty (CPF) metric in the QS analysis.
The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati, was ranked 41 st in the category.

For the QS World University Rankings, institutions and universities were judged on six indicators-- academic
reputation, employer reputation, citations per faculty, faculty/student ratio, international faculty ratio and
international student ratio. No Indian university ranks among the top 250 in the faculty/student ratio category.

Delhi Master Plan 2041


The Delhi Development Authority (DDA) gave its preliminary approval to the Master Plan draft for Delhi
2041. The draft has been made available on DDA‘s website for objections, suggestions from the public, after which
it will be enforced.



A city‘s master plan is like a vision document, prepared by the planners and the city‘s land-owning agency,
which gives a direction to the city‘s future development. The draft includes analysis, proposals, recommendations,
considering the population, economy, transportation, housing, land use and community facilities. Delhi‘s current
master plan (Master Plan 2021) expires this year

Delhi bordered by Haryana on three sides and by Uttar Pradesh to the east. According to the 2011 census, Delhi
city proper‘s population was over 11 million, the second-highest in India after Mumbai. Anil Baijal is the
current & 21st Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. Arvind Kejriwal is the current and 7th Chief Minister of Delhi. The
Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991 declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be formally known as
the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature, and it came into being in
1991 under Article 239AA of the Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991.

Punjab becomes first State to use NFC-based eIDs


Punjab Government, keeping pace with the technology around the globe where Electronic Identity Cards
(eIDs) have been introduced in numerous countries, has also initiated the usage of eIDs equipped with Near
Field Communication (NFC) technology for their officers or employees through one of its prominent entity —
Punjab Mandi Board. Notably, an NFC-enabled mobile device can act as a card or reader or both, enabling
the user device to share information and to prove his or her identity.
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Near-Field Communication (NFC) is a set of communication protocols for communication between two
electronic devices over a distance of 4 cm or less. NFC offers a low-speed connection with simple setup that can
be used to bootstrap more-capable wireless connections. NFC devices can act as electronic identity documents
and keycards. They are used in contactless payment systems and allow mobile payment replacing or supplementing
systems such as credit cards and electronic ticket smart cards.

Arjan Kumar Sikri appointed chairperson of Grievance Redressal body for OTT platforms


Industry Body, Internet and Mobile Association of India (IAMAI) said former Supreme Court judge Justice
Arjan Kumar Sikri will chair the Grievance Redressal Board of the recently formed Digital Publisher
Content Grievances Council (DPCGC).



The DPCGC currently has 14 publishers of online curated content as members, which include Amazon Prime
Video, Alt Balaji, Apple, BookMyShow Stream, Eros Now, Firework TV, Hoichoi, Hungama, Lionsgate Play, MX
Player, Netflix, Reeldrama, Shemaroo and Ullu.



The Grievance Redressal Board (GRB) will address content grievances pertaining to the Council members‘
video online streaming services. It will function as an independent body and act as the second-tier within the
three-tier grievance redressal mechanism as envisioned by the Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.

An over-the-top (OTT) media service is a media service offered directly to viewers via the Internet. OTT
bypasses cable, broadcast, and satellite television platforms, the types of companies which traditionally act as
controllers or distributors of such content. It has also been used to describe no-carrier cellphones, where all
communications are charged as data, avoiding monopolistic competition, or apps for phones that transmit data
in this manner, including both those that replace other call methods and those that update software. Over-the-top
services are typically accessed via websites on personal computers, as well as via apps on mobile devices (such as
smartphones and tablets), digital media players (including video game consoles), or televisions with integrated
Smart TV platforms.

First meeting on Cyber Security Cooperation between India and Australia held virtually


The first meeting of the Joint Working Group on Cyber Security Cooperation between India and Australia
was held virtually. The Joint Working Group on Cyber Security Cooperation is a mechanism established under
the Framework Arrangement on the Cyber and Cyber-enabled Critical Technology Cooperation between
India and Australia to implement the 2020-25 Plan of Action under the Framework. It brings together policy
makers and working level experts in the area to strengthen bilateral cooperation.



India and Australia shared cyber security threat assessments as well as information on legislation and national cyber
strategies. Noting the need to strengthen security of critical information infrastructure as well as 5G
technology and IoT devices, India and Australia agreed to enhance cooperation with private sector and
academia and to work together in skill and knowledge development.

Australia is the largest country in Oceania and the world‘s sixth-largest country by total area. Australia‘s capital
is Canberra, and its largest city is Sydney. Scott Morrison is serving as the current Prime Minister of Australia.
Elizabeth II is the Head of the Commonwealth and queen regnant of seven independent Commonwealth
countries: the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon. The
country‘s other major metropolitan areas are Melbourne, Brisbane, Perth, and Adelaide. Australia is a
highly developed country, with the world‘s fourteenth-largest economy.

India maintains 43rd rank on IMD‘s World Competitiveness Index; Switzerland tops chart


India maintained 43 rd rank on an annual World Competitiveness Index compiled by the Institute for
Management Development (IMD) that examined the impact of COVID-19 on economies around the world this
year.
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The 64-nation list was led by Switzerland, while Sweden has moved up to the second position (from sixth last
year), Denmark has lost one place to rank third, the Netherlands has retained its fourth place and Singapore
has slipped to the fifth place (from first in 2020).



At eighth, Taiwan reached the top-10 for the first time since the ranking began 33 years ago (moving up from
11th last year). The UAE and the USA remain in their same spots as last year (9 th and 10th, respectively). The
top-performing Asian economies are, in order, Singapore (fifth), Hong Kong (seventh), Taiwan (eighth) and China
(16th).



The report said, ―Capabilities in these areas preceding to the pandemic let these countries to address the
economic repercussions of the crisis more successfully.‖ The report stated that economies that guaranteed the
effectiveness of key public spending, such as business legislation, public finance and tax policy to ease the
burden on the markets hit by COVID-19.



IMD World Competitiveness Centre publishes the ranking annually that evaluates the prosperity and
competitiveness of 64 nations by assessing four factors – infrastructure, economic performance, business
efficiency and government efficiency.

The World Competitiveness Index is a comprehensive annual report and worldwide reference point on the
competitiveness of countries. WCY was first published in 1989 and is compiled by the Institute for Management
Development (IMD). In 2021, the IMD examined the impact of Covid-19 on economies around the world. It
provides extensive coverage of 64 economies.

3 Centres of Excellence inaugurated in Karnataka under Indo-Israel Agricultural Project


Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister of
Karnataka B S Yediyurappa jointly inaugurated three Centers of Excellence established in Karnataka under
the Indo-Israel Agricultural Project.



The Centres of Excellence in Kolar, Bagalkote and Dharwad in Karnataka will implement advanced Israeli
Agro-Technology tailored to local conditions. Kolar will work on Mango, Bagalkote on Pomegranate and
Dharwad center on vegetables.



The work will be towards demonstrating best practices and training farmers in Precision Agriculture through
satellite imaging, advanced fertigation and beneficial demonstration of super Bhagwa canopy management
techniques.



Under the Indo-Israel Agricultural project, Villages of Excellence will also be set in eight states across India.
Karnataka will get 10 such villages linked to Bagalkote and Kolar Centres of Excellence.



Indo-Israel Villages of Excellence will focus on establishing modern agriculture infrastructure, support
farmers with capacity building activities and enhance market linkages to optimise profitability of the farmers.
Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy
to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian
Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset
is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Naftali Bennett is an
Israeli politician serving as the 13th and current Prime Minister of Israel since 13 June 2021. Reuven Rivlin is
serving as the 10th and current President of Israel since 2014.

UN body lauds success of Centre‘s Aspirational Districts Programme


The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has lauded the Centre‘s Aspirational Districts
Programme (ADP), saying that it should serve as a ―best practice‖ for other countries where regional disparities
in development status persist for many reasons.



In a report, the UNDP said, ―Overall, ADP is a very successful model of local area development. It is aligned to
the principle of ―leave no one behind‖ – the vital core of the SDGs.‖ ―Political commitment at the highest level
has resulted in rapid success of the programme. It should serve as a best practice for several other countries where
regional disparities in development status persist for many reasons‖.
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The 115 districts were identified from 28 states, at least one from each state. At the Government of India
level, the programme is anchored by NITI Aayog. In addition, individual Ministries have assumed responsibility
to drive the progress of districts.

Aspirational Districts Programme was launched in January 2018, as the ‗Transformation of Aspirational
Districts‘ programme aims to quickly and effectively transform some of the most underdeveloped districts of
the country. The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), Collaboration (of
Central, State level ‗Prabhari‘ Officers & District Collectors), and Competition among districts driven by a Mass
Movement or a Jan Andolan.
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the United Nations‘ global development network. It
promotes technical and investment cooperation among nations and advocates for change and connects countries to
knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life for themselves. The UNDP provides expert
advice, training and grants support to developing countries, with increasing emphasis on assistance to the least
developed countries. The UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from UN member states. It is
based in New York.

Haryana tops Anemia Mukt Bharat Index


Haryana has been ranked the best in the Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index among 29 states in the country.
The ‗Anemia Mukt Bharat‘, an initiative of the Union ministry of health & family welfare and UNICEF, has
been launched to reduce the prevalence of anemia all over India.



In a recently released scorecard by the Union ministry, Haryana was ranked at the top slot with an AMB
(Anemia Free India) Index of 46.7. The Anemia Mukt Bharat, an initiative of the Ministry of Health and
Family Welfare and UNICEF, has been launched to reduce the prevalence of Anemia all over India. Notably,
there are 34 National Programmes being run under the National Health Mission (NHM).

Anemia is caused due to iron deficiency. This condition lacks enough healthy red blood cells to carry adequate
oxygen to your body‘s tissues thus making the person feel tired and weak. The lifespan of a red blood cell is around
120 days.

Madhya Pradesh launched ‗Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti Abhiyan‘


In Madhya Pradesh, ‗Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti Abhiyan‘ means free from corona with the help of a youth
power campaign launched to make people aware about the COVID pandemic.



Madhya Pradesh is now at number 26 in the country in terms of corona infection. At the same time, on the basis
of the suggestions received from the various Crisis Management Committees, a new guide line will be issued in
the state by June 15.



In the Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti Abhiyan, college teachers and around 16 lakh students will be made aware
of corona infection by learning Covid appropriate behavior and vaccination. This campaign will be run by
the Higher Education and Technical Education Department in collaboration with the Public Health and
Family Welfare Department.



A mobile app has also been developed for effective real time online monitoring of the campaign. On the other
hand, now 20 persons each from the bride and groom side will be able to participate in the marriage
ceremony. However, a corona test of all these persons will be mandatory.

Madhya Pradesh (meaning Central Province) is a state in central India. Its capital is Bhopal. Nicknamed the
―Heart of India‖ due to its geographical location in India. Madhya Pradesh is the second-largest state in the
country by area after Rajasthan. This state was the largest in India by area until 2000, when its southeastern
Chhattisgarh region was made as a separate state. MP has the largest reserves of diamond and copper in India.
The current governor of Madhya Pradesh is Anandiben Patel. Shivraj Singh Chouhan is the current Chief
Minister of Madhya Pradesh.
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In last 10 years, around 3 million hectares of forest cover added in India, enhancing the
combined forest cover to almost one-fourth of the country‘s total area








The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi delivered a keynote address at the UN ―High-Level Dialogue on
Desertification, Land Degradation and Drought‖ via video conference. The Prime Minister spoke at the
Opening Segment in his capacity as the President of the 14th Session of the Conference of Parties of United
Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD).
India is establishing a centre of excellence to develop a scientific approach to combat land degradation and is
on track to restore 26 million hectares of degraded land by 2030 to achieve land degradation neutrality,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said.
Addressing virtually a high-level dialogue on desertification, land degradation and drought organised by the UN
General Assembly in New York, Modi said, India which holds the current presidency of UN Convention of
Combating Desertification (UNCCD), with this initiative, India would create a carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion
tonnes of carbon dioxide equivalent.
The Delhi Declaration, adopted at the 14th Conference of Parties to UNCCD in 2019, called for better access
and stewardship of land and emphasised gender sensitive transformative projects. In India, Modi said, over the last
10 years, around 3 million hectares of forest cover has been added, enhancing the combined forest cover to
almost one-fourth of the country‘s total area.

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) recently released the draft National Forest
Policy 2018. The draft forest policy, 2018 will be an overarching policy for forest management. It aims at
bringing a minimum of one-third of India‘s total geographical area under forest or tree cover. It seems to
address the concern of decline in forest productivity.

MoU signed for development of National Maritime Heritage Complex at Lothal in Gujarat


National Maritime Heritage Complex, a world-class facility is to be developed in the vicinity of the
Archaeological Survey of India site of Lothal. It is located about 80 kms away from Ahmedabad in Gujarat.
This complex would be developed as an international tourist destination.



An MoU has been signed between the Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Waterways and Ministry of Culture
and Tourism for Cooperation in Development of National Maritime Heritage Complex at Lothal in Gujarat.

Lothal was one of the southernmost cities of the ancient Indus Valley Civilization, located in the Bhal region of the
modern state of Gujarat. Construction of the city began around 2200 BCE.

Tuberculosis-Free India will be achieved by 2025


Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of Tuberculosis-Free India
will be achieved by 2025.



Chairing a High-Level Meet with Corporates to discuss Voluntary Crowd-Funding for treatment of patients
suffering from Rare Diseases, Dr Harsh Vardhan said, TB will be eliminated in the same expeditious manner as
Polio.



Dr. Harsh Vardhan also enumerated the different steps taken by the government in facilitating creation of an
environment which promotes research and development of diagnostic and therapeutic interventions for rare
diseases within the country.

Tuberculosis (TB) is an infectious disease usually caused by Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) bacteria.
Tuberculosis generally affects the lungs, but can also affect other parts of the body. Most infections show no
symptoms, in which case it is known as latent tuberculosis. About 10% of latent infections progress to active
disease which, if left untreated, kills about half of those affected. Typical symptoms of active TB are a chronic
cough with blood-containing mucus, fever, night sweats, and weight loss. t was historically called consumption due to
the weight loss. Infection of other organs can cause a wide range of symptoms. World Tuberculosis Day, observed
on 24 March each year, is designed to build public awareness about the global epidemic of tuberculosis and efforts to
eliminate the disease.
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PM Narendra Modi addresses Europe‘s largest digital and start-up event, VivaTech; Invites
world to invest in India


Prime Minister, Narendra Modi virtually addressed the 5th edition of VivaTech. VivaTech is one of the largest
digital and startup events of Europe, held in Paris every year since 2016. PM Modi was invited as a Guest of
Honour to deliver the keynote address at VivaTech 2021, which has been organised from 16-19 June 2021 in
Paris.



During his address, PM Modi invited the world to invest in India based on the five pillars: Talent, Market,
Capital, Eco-system and, Culture of openness. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India is adaptable and agile
even in the middle of the pandemic. He pointed out that India implemented huge reforms across sectors, be it
mining, space, banking, atomic energy and more during this period.



Other prominent speakers of the event include the President of France Mr. Emmanuel Macron, Prime
Minister of Spain Mr. Pedro Sanchez, and Ministers/MPs from various European countries. VivaTech is jointly
organized by Publicis Groupe, a prominent advertising and marketing conglomerate, and Les Echos, a leading
French media group. The event brings together stakeholders in technology innovation and the startup ecosystem.

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari addresses World Conference of BRICS Network Universities at
IIT Bombay


A three day virtual Conference of BRICS Network Universities on the theme of electric mobility was
inaugurated at IIT Bombay. This conference is part of the engagements that India is hosting under the
education stream of the 13th BRICS Summit this year.



BRICS Network University is a union of higher education institutions of the five BRICS member countries,
formed with the objective of enhancing educational cooperation in general, and especially in the realm of
research and innovation. IIT Bombay is the lead institution of India for the BRICS Network University.



Shri Amit Khare, Secretary Higher Education, Government of India expressed hope that these interactions
between the best minds from the BRICS countries will result in creation of a useful body of knowledge that
will benefit each member country in their shared quest for sustainability and inclusive growth.

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia.

Government releases Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India


Minister of State for Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Shri Babul Supriyo called for generating
awareness towards preventing and restoring land degradation for healthier and sustainable ecosystems.
Speaking at a virtual event celebration of the Desertification and Drought Day, Shri Supriyo said, this will help
better economy and overall human wellbeing.



The Minister of State released the latest version of ―Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India. It
has been published by Space Application Centre, ISRO, Ahmedabad. The Atlas provides state wise area of
degraded lands for the time frame 2018-19.



India is striving towards achieving the national commitments of Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and
restoration of 26 Million ha of degraded land by 2030 which focus on sustainable and optimum utilisation of
land resources.



The event also observed release of Coffee Table Book ―India Hosting UNCCD-COP 14‖ and a short film on
UNCCD-COP 14. The commemoration of this event encourages individuals and groups to take initiatives that can
keep the land healthy and productive.



India hosted the 14th session of Conference of Parties (COP 14) of United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD) in September 2019. India is striving towards achieving the national commitments of
Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and restoration of 26 Million ha of degraded land by 2030 which focus
on sustainable and optimum utilisation of land resources.
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United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or
Desertification, Particularly in Africa (UNCCD) is a Convention to combat desertification and mitigate the
effects of drought through national action programs that incorporate long-term strategies supported by international
cooperation and partnership arrangements. The Convention, the only convention stemming from a direct
recommendation of the Rio Conference‘s Agenda 21, was adopted in Paris, France, on 17 June 1994 and entered
into force in December 1996. It is the only internationally legally binding framework set up to address the
problem of desertification.

Uttar Pradesh to set up India‘s first leather park in Kanpur


The Uttar Pradesh government is seeking to restore the industrial charm of Kanpur, also known as
Manchester of the East. Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath-led state government is developing a Mega Leather
Park, the first leather park in the country, as part of the Mega Leather Cluster Project in Kanpur spread over
an area of 235 acres.



The park project is aimed at reestablishing Kanpur as the textile hub and leather city. The mega leather park
project, which will be built in Ramaipur village in Kanpur, will help improve Kanpur‘s position among the
ten largest leather-producing states of the country.



Under the Mega Leather Cluster Project, 50,000 people will get direct employment at the park while 150,000
people will get indirect employment.

Uttar Pradesh is the most populous state in India as well as the most populous country subdivision in the
world. It was created on 1 April 1937 as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh during British rule, and was
renamed Uttar Pradesh in 1950, giving the acronym UP. The state is divided into 18 divisions and 75 districts with
the capital being Lucknow. On 9 November 2000, a new state, Uttarakhand, was carved out from the state‘s
Himalayan hill region. The two major rivers of the state, the Ganges and Yamuna, join at Allahabad and flow
further east as Ganges. The state contributes 80 seats to the lower house of the Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha and
31 seats to the upper house of the Indian Parliament, Rajya Sabha.

INS Trikand, mission deployed for Anti-Piracy Operations participated in maiden IN EUNAVFOR Joint Naval Exercise in Gulf of Aden


Indian Naval Ship Trikand, a mission deployed for Anti-Piracy Operations, is participated the maiden IN EUNAVFOR Joint Naval Exercise in the Gulf of Aden. A total of five warships from four navies are
participating in the two day exercise which commenced.



Other warships include Italian Navy Ship ITS Carabiniere, Spanish Navy Ship ESPS Navarra, and two
French Navy Ships FS Tonnerre and FS Surcouf. The two-day exercise will see high tempo-naval operations
at sea, including advanced air defence and anti-submarine exercises, cross deck helicopter operations, tactical
manoeuvres, boarding operations, underway replenishment, Search and Rescue.



Ships of the four navies will endeavour to enhance and hone their war-fighting skills and their ability as an
integrated force to promote peace, security and stability in the maritime domain. EUNAVFOR and the Indian
Navy converge on multiple issues including counter piracy operations and protection of vessels deployed under
the charter of World Food Programme (UN WFP).

Centre launches initiatives aimed at tribal welfare, new headquarters for TRIFED


The new TRIFED office premises at NSIC Complex in New Delhi‘s Okhla is around 30,000 square feet in area
and has state-of-the-art infrastructure, equipped with two conference rooms for video-conferencing and other latest
amenities.



The ‗Sankalp Se Siddhi‘ initiative, also known as ‗Mission Van Dhan‘, was introduced by the central
government in line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s aim to establish a sustainable livelihood for India‘s
tribal population.
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The initiative was launched in New Delhi by the Union minister for tribal affairs Arjun Munda. The launch
event also witnessed the inauguration of several other programmes, including the new premises of the Tribal
Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India Limited (TRIFED) headquarters.

Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED) launched Van Dhan Samajik Doori
Jagrookta Abhiyaan, which is aimed at educating Tribals engaged in gathering Non-timber forest products
(NTFPs) in forest areas, on covid-19 response, key preventive behaviour like social distancing, home quarantine,
and hygiene tips. TRIFED is a national level cooperative body under the administrative control of Ministry of
Tribal Affairs. It was established under the Multi-state co-operative societies act 1984 under the former
Ministry of Welfare. Arjun Munda is the current Minister of Tribal Affairs.

Government of India to identify 10 districts in North East states lagging behind and accelerate
‗Ease of Living‘ there


Development of North Eastern Region, DoNER Minister Dr Jitendra Singh has said that his Ministry will
identify 10 districts in North East states lagging behind the most in governance and developmental
parameters. He chaired a high-level meeting with the officials of the Ministry and North Eastern Council.



Government will identify 10 districts in North East states lagging behind the most in governance and
developmental parameters. The aim of this exercise is to focus on these districts and bring these at par with other
developed districts in terms of saturation level.



The main focus will be to accelerate ―Ease of Living‖ in these districts through smooth delivery of Goods and
Services. These 10 districts will be different from the 14 aspirational districts of Northeast.

The Ministry of Development of North Eastern Region is a Government of India ministry, established in
September 2001, which functions as the nodal Department of the Central Government to deal with matters
related to the socio-economic development of the eight States of Northeast India: Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura and Sikkim. The current, Minister of
Development of North Eastern Region is Jitendra Singh (Minister of state, Independent Charge).

Lakshadweep moots proposal for shifting HC jurisdiction from Kerala to Karnataka






The Lakshadweep administration, which has been facing widespread protests from the islands‘ people over
some of its policies, has mooted a proposal to shift its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala High Court to the
Karnataka High Court, officials said.
The proposal was initiated by the administration after several litigations were moved before the Kerala High
Court against the decisions taken by the islands‘ new administrator Praful Khoda Patel. These decisions
included revising standard operating procedures for Covid appropriate behaviour, introduction of the
―goonda act‖ and demolishing hutments of fishermen for widening of roads.
Article 241 states that Parliament may by law constitute a high court for a Union Territory or declare any
court in any such territory to be a high court for all or any of the purposes of this Constitution. At present
there are 25 high courts are there in India. There are 5 high courts which share more than one state or union
territory their jurisdiction.

Lakshadweep is a union territory of India. It is an archipelago of 36 islands in the Arabian sea, located 200 to 440
km off of the mainland‘s southwestern coast. Kavaratti serves as the capital of the Union Territory and the region
comes under the jurisdiction of Kerala High Court. The islands are the northernmost of the Lakshadweep–
Maldives–Chagos group of islands, which are the tops of a vast undersea mountain range, the ChagosLakshadweep Ridge. The Lakshadweep consisted of 36 islands. But currently there are 35 islands, as the Parali
1 Island submerged in water due to sea erosion. Praful Khoda Patel is currently the Administrator of Union
Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu and Union Territory of Lakshadweep. The Nine
Degree Channel is a channel in the Indian Ocean between the Laccadive Islands of Kalpeni and Suheli Par, and
Maliku Atoll.
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India ranks 168th on Environmental Performance Index


India has ranked 168th out of 180 countries in the 2020 Environmental Performance Index (EPI), according to
researchers at Yale and Columbia universities, who say India‘s decarbonization agenda needs to accelerate,
and the country faces a number of serious environmental health risks, including poor air quality.



In the 2020 EPI - a biennial scorecard of national results on a range of sustainability issues - Denmark has ranked
first in the world, followed by Luxembourg, Switzerland, the United Kingdom, France, Austria, Finland,
Sweden, Norway and Germany in the top 10 countries. While Japan has ranked 12th, the United States of
America ranks 24th, and China stands at 120th.



According to the researchers, high-scoring countries generally exhibit long-standing commitments and carefully
constructed programs to protect public health, conserve natural resources, and reduce greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions. India comes in near the bottom of the global rankings at 168th place worldwide, and only
Afghanistan (178th place) ranks below India in Southern Asia. Leading the region is Bhutan (107th), with
relatively high scores in biodiversity &amp; habitat protection. Sri Lanka (109 th) and Maldives (127th) round out the
top three countries in Southern Asia, followed by Pakistan (142 nd), Nepal (145th), and Bangladesh (162nd).



The researchers say that India struggles to perform well on several of the 2020 EPI‘s environmental issue
categories. For air quality, India and Pakistan both rank at the very bottom of the 2020 EPI, at 179 th and
180th places, respectively. By comparison, low air quality also continues to plague China, although its recent
pollution controls and other environmental investments have helped it climb to 120th place in the EPI, 48 places
ahead of India‘s 168th overall ranking.

The Environmental Performance Index (EPI) is a method of quantifying and numerically marking the
environmental performance of a state‘s policies. This index was developed from the Pilot Environmental
Performance Index, first published in 2002, and designed to supplement the environmental targets set forth in the
United Nations Millennium Development Goals.

Assam Ranks 5th in Sustainable Development Index‘s Life on Land Category


Assam‘s Environment and Forest Department has emerged as a front-runner in the Life on Land category of
the 2020 edition of the Niti Aayog‘s Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) India Index. The index for SDGs,
launched in 2018, evaluates the progress of states and union territories on social, economic, and environmental
parameters.



Among the 17 broad-based global SDG goals with 232 indicators, Assam ranks fifth in the category ―Life on
Land‖ with a composite score of 78 per cent, according to the Niti Aayog‘s report. Arunachal Pradesh tops the
list with a composite score of 93 per cent, followed by Madhya Pradesh 84 per cent, Odisha 83 per cent, and
Telangana 81 per cent.



On the forest plus tree cover as a percentage of the state‘s total geographical area, Assam has registered 37.91 per
cent against the all-India average of 24.56 per cent, and under this indicator, it has exceeded the set target of
33 per cent.



Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma said that the state has progressed to ―performer‖ category from the
―aspirant‖ category in the SDG India Index 2020-21. The SDG Index released by the Niti Aayog in 2021 has
ranked Assam as ―performer‖ with a score of 57 which is a marginal improvement of the previous index score of
55 released in 2019.

Jagdish Mukhi is the current Governor of Assam and Assam is known for Assam tea and Assam silk. Dispur is
the capital of the state of Assam. Guwahati is the largest city of Assam and Northeastern India. Himanta Biswa
Sarma is current the Chief Minister of Assam. In 1874, on the formation of Assam as the Chief Commissioner‘s
Province, it was chosen as the headquarters of the new administration because of its convenient location between
the Brahmaputra and Surma valleys and more so because the climate of Shillong was much cooler than tropical
India. Shillong remained the capital of undivided Assam until the creation of the new state of Meghalaya on 21
January 1972, when Shillong became the capital of Meghalaya, and Assam moved its capital to Dispur in Guwahati.
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Odisha CM announces special scheme to provide financial support to orphans


Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced a special scheme to provide financial support to the
orphans. The scheme named as ―Aashirbad‖, is meant to offer financial support to the orphan children, who
have lost either their parents, or either of the earning parents or the single parent.



Under the scheme, different slabs of financial support, the maximum being Rs. 2500 per month, have been
envisioned for such children in distress who been orphaned on or after the 1 st of April 2020.



In a bid to strengthen online mode of education amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the Odisha government launched ePathshala and e-Mulyankana systems for students of Class I to X in the State.

The modern state of Odisha was established on 1 April 1936, as a province in British India. The ancient kingdom
of Kalinga, which was invaded by the Mauryan emperor Ashoka in 261 BCE resulting in the Kalinga War,
coincides with the borders of modern-day Odisha. Konark Sun Temple is a 13th-century CE sun temple at Konark
about 35 kilometres northeast from Puri on the coastline of Odisha, India. The temple is attributed to king
Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty about 1250 CE. Ganeshi Lal is current Governor of Odisha.
Naveen Patnaik is the current and 14th Chief Minister of Odisha.

Tamil Nadu CM inaugurates Minnagam consumer grievance redressal centre in Chennai


Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K.Stalin inaugurated Minnagam, a consumer grievance redressal centre in
Chennai. The State Government said that consumers of electricity in the State can report their grievances to
the Centre through mobile phone.



The centre will be functional 24 hours, to handle complaints. All the complaints would be passed on to the
related executive engineers in the districts. Action taken on every complaint would be in the Social media. It may be
noted that the State has over three crore ten lakh consumers of electricity.

Tamil Nadu lies in the southernmost part of the Indian subcontinent and is bordered by the union
territory of Puducherry and the South Indian states of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. Its capital and
largest city is Chennai. Its official language is Tamil, which is one of the longest-surviving classical languages in the
world. Banwarilal Purohit is the current Governor of Tamil Nadu.

―Jaan Hai To Jahaan Hai‖ campaign launched to create awareness on Corona vaccination


Union Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi launched a nationwide ―Jaan Hai ToJ ahaan Hai‖
awareness campaign to create awareness on Corona vaccination in rural and remote areas of the country and
also to ―Crush and Curb‖ the rumours and apprehensions regarding the ongoing vaccination drive.



Launching the campaign from the Primary Health Centre Chamraua in Rampur, Uttar Pradesh, Naqvi said
that ―Hesitation to Vaccination is Corona Invitation‖. Naqvi said that the Ministry of Minority Affairs along
with various socio-educational organisations, NGOs and Women Self Help Groups have launched the awareness
campaign which will be organised across the country in the coming days.

India began administration of COVID-19 vaccines on 16 January 2021. As of 30 June 2021, India has administered
over 335 million doses overall, including first and second doses of the currently-approved vaccines. India initially
approved the Oxford–AstraZeneca vaccine (manufactured under license by Serum Institute of India under the
trade name Covishield) and Covaxin (a vaccine developed locally by Bharat Biotech). They have since been
joined by the Sputnik V (manufactured under license by Dr. Reddy‘s Laboratories) and Moderna vaccines, and
other vaccine candidates undergoing local clinical trials.

Indian naval ships participate in passage exercise with US Navy


Indian Naval Ships Kochi and Teg along with P8I and MiG 29K aircraft were participated in a Passage
Exercise with US Navy Carrier Strike Group Ronald Reagan during its transit through Indian Ocean Region.
The Indian Naval warships along with aircraft from Indian Navy and Indian Air Force were engaged in joint
multi-domain operations with the Carrier Strike Group.
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The two-day exercise aims to strengthen bilateral relationship and cooperation by demonstrating the ability to
integrate and coordinate comprehensively in maritime operations. High tempo operations during the exercise
include advanced air defence exercises, cross deck helicopter operations and anti-submarine exercises. The
participating forces will hone their war-fighting skills and enhance their interoperability as an integrated force to
promote peace, security and stability in the maritime domain.

The Indian Navy is the naval branch of the Indian Armed Forces. The President of India is the Supreme
Commander of the Indian Navy. The Chief of Naval Staff, a four-star admiral, commands the navy.
Admiral Karambir Singh is the 24th and current Chief of the Naval Staff (CNS) of the Indian Navy.

Delhi-Jaipur stretch could be India‘s first e-highway by mid-2022


The Modi government is working towards rolling out a pilot project to construct electric highways in India.
Sources in the road ministry said the first stretch of e-highways is likely to be completed by mid-2022.



An electric highway or electric road recharges the batteries of vehicles driving on it. It is considered an
energy-efficient option and helps in reducing carbon footprint.



The first stretch where the government is considering rolling out the project is the 200 km-long Delhi-Jaipur
highway on the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, where 20 per cent of the roads will be electrified.

EAM S Jaishankar calls for permanent & comprehensive ceasefire in Afghanistan at UN
Security Council


External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said it is crucial for international community to press for
permanent and comprehensive ceasefire in Afghanistan to ensure immediate reduction in violence and
protection of civilians.



Speaking at the UNSC Debate on UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan, Dr Jaishankar said intra Afghan talks
have not resulted in a reduction of violence in Afghanistan. Dr Jaishankar reiterated India‘s support for an
inclusive, Afghan-led, Afghan-owned and Afghan-controlled peace process. The Minister said India is
committed to steadfastly supporting Afghanistan during its transition. He said the development partnership,
including over 550 community development projects covering 34 provinces, is aimed at making Afghanistan
a self-sustaining nation.

Afghanistan is a mountainous landlocked country at the crossroads of Central and South Asia. Afghanistan is
bordered by India and Pakistan to the east and south; Iran to the west; Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and
Tajikistan to the north; and China to the northeast. Kabul is the capital and largest city. Its population is around 32
million, composed mostly of ethnic Pashtuns, Tajiks, Hazaras, and Uzbeks. The afghani is the currency of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. Ashraf Ghani is serving as President of Afghanistan. He was first elected on 20
September 2014 and was re-elected in the 28 September 2019 presidential election.

Subrahmanyam Jaishankar is the current Minister of External Affairs of the Government of India since 31 May
2019. He is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party and is a Member of Indian Parliament in the Rajya Sabha since
5 July 2019, representing Gujarat. He has previously served as the Foreign Secretary from January 2015 to
January 2018. He joined the Indian Foreign Service in 1977.

PM Narendra Modi interacted with participants of Toycathon-2021 via video conferencing


Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacted with participants of Toycathon-2021 via video conferencing.
Toycathon 2021 was jointly launched by the Ministry of Education, Women and Child Development
Ministry, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Ministry, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal
Trade, Textile Ministry, Information and Broadcasting Ministry and all India Council for Technical Education
(AICTE).
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It was launched to crowd-source innovative toys and games ideas. Around 1.2 lakh participants from across
India registered and submitted more than 17,000 ideas for the Toycathon 2021, out of which 1567 ideas have been
shortlisted for the three days online Toycathon Grand Finale which is being held from 22 nd June to 24th June.



Due to COVID-19 restrictions, this Grand Finale will have teams with digital toy ideas, while a separate physical
event will be organized for non-digital toy concepts. Toycathon-2021 is aimed at boosting the Toy Industry in
India to help it capture a wider share of the toy market.

The toys sector in India is fragmented with 90% of the market being unorganised whereas 4,000 toy
manufacturing units from the MSME sector, predominantly from locations such as New Delhi, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and clusters across central Indian states. According to Invest India – the national
investment promotion and facilitation agency of India – the toys industry in India is estimated to be USD 1.5billion, making up 0.5% of global market share. However, almost 60% of this demand is met by imports.

International Day of Yoga celebrated across globe; PM Modi launches ‗WHO M-Yoga‘ App



The world observed the 7th International Day of Yoga. The main theme for this year is – ‗Yoga for Wellness‘,
which is aligned to the current pre-occupations.
The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) proclaimed 21 st June as the International Day of Yoga (IDY)
in their resolution adopted on 11th December 2014. Since 2015, the IDY has evolved into a mass movement for
health, around the world. Mr. Narendra Modi launched ‗WHO M-Yoga‘ App. This app will provide many
videos of Yoga training and practice based on common Yoga protocol in many languages.

India‘s first maritime arbitration centre, coming up in Gandhinagar






The Gujarat Maritime University signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the International
Financial Services Centres Authority in GIFT City on June 21 to promote the Gujarat International
Maritime Arbitration Centre (GIMAC).
The GIMAC will be part of a maritime cluster that the Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) is setting up in
GIFT City at Gandhinagar. This will be the first centre of its kind in the country that will manage arbitration
and mediation proceedings with disputes related to the maritime and shipping sector.
The idea is to create a world-class arbitration centre focused on maritime and shipping disputes that can help resolve
commercial and financial conflicts between entities having operations in India. The arbitration involving Indian
players is now heard at the Singapore Arbitration Centre. Globally, London is the preferred centre for
arbitration for the maritime and shipping sector.

The Gujarat International Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) is a business district near Ahmedabad in Gujarat,
India. It is India‘s first operational Greenfield smart city and international financial services centre, which the
Government of Gujarat promoted as a Greenfield project. The city is located on the banks of the Sabarmati River.

Government of India launched LiDAR survey reports to augment water in forest areas


Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar released LiDAR-based reports mapping out the water
requirement within forest areas in 10 states. These reports will be used to augment groundwater in forest areas so
that animals don‘t venture out in search of water.



The LiDAR (light detection and ranging) technology was used to create 3-D images of the project areas to
recommend soil and water conservation structures. The surveys were carried out at forest areas in Assam, Bihar,
Chhatisgarh, Goa, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, Manipur, Nagaland, and Tripura.



Javadekar said that the project, awarded to WAPCOS, a PSU under the Jal Shakti Ministry, is ―a first of its
kind and a unique experiment using LiDAR technology which will help augment water and fodder in jungles
areas thereby reducing human-animal conflict‖.

Lidar, which stands for Light Detection and Ranging, is a remote sensing method that uses light in the form of a
pulsed laser to measure ranges (variable distances) to the Earth. These light pulses—combined with other data
recorded by the airborne system — generate precise, three-dimensional information about the shape of the Earth and its
surface characteristics.
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Goa is the first rabies-free state in the country


The Chief Minister of Goa, Pramod Sawant said on June 23, 2021, that the state has not reported a single
rabies case in the last three years, making Goa the first rabies-free state in India. The task of rabies control has
been carried out by the Mission Rabies Project. It is being run through a Central Government grant.



According to the Chief Minister of Goa Pramod Sawant, the Mission Rabies Project has been doing a lot of work
with all the political leaders and panchayats. Because of the awareness created regarding rabies, the state
was able to achieve the target.



Rabies is a viral disease that causes inflammation of the brain in humans as well as in other mammals. Early
symptoms of the disease can include tingling at the site of the exposure and fever. Rabies is caused by
Iyssaviruses, including the Australian bat Iyssavirus and rabies virus and it is spread when an infected animal
scratches or bites a human or any other animal.

The Annexation of Goa was the process in which the Republic of India annexed the former Portuguese Indian
territories of Goa, Daman and Diu, starting with the armed action carried out by the Indian Armed Forces in
December 1961. In India, this action is referred to as the ―Liberation of Goa‖. In Portugal, it is referred to as the
―Invasion of Goa‖. The ―armed action‖ was code named Operation Vijay (meaning ―Victory‖) by the Indian
Armed Forces. It involved air, sea and land strikes for over 36 hours, and was a decisive victory for India, ending
451 years of rule by Portugal over its remaining exclaves in India. Following the end of Portuguese rule in 1961,
Goa was placed under military administration headed by Kunhiraman Palat Candeth as Lieutenant Governor.

India Smart Cities Awards 2020: UP best smart state, Surat, Indore best cities


Uttar Pradesh was ranked the best State and Indore and Surat were jointly named the best cities by the
Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry for their work under the Smart Cities Mission. Among cities, Indore and
Surat were adjudged joint winners, and Chandigarh was ranked first among Union territories, the Union
ministry of housing and urban affairs said.



At a virtual event to mark the sixth anniversary of the launch of the Smart Cities Mission, the Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) and the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAYU), the Ministry announced that Uttar Pradesh had been ranked one, Madhya Pradesh was second and Tamil
Nadu third in the India Smart Cities Awards 2020.



The Ministry said in a statement that 22% in terms of the total value of the projects proposed and 52% in terms of
the total number of projects proposed by the 100 Smart Cities had been completed so far.



National Smart Cities Mission is an urban renewal and retrofitting program by the Government of
India with the mission to develop smart cities across the country, making them citizen friendly and sustainable.
The Union Ministry of Urban Development is responsible for implementing the mission in collaboration with the
state governments of the respective cities. The mission initially included 100 cities, with the deadline for
completion of the projects set between 2019 and 2023.

―100 Smart Cities Mission‖ was launched by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on 25 June 2015. Each city will
create a Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), headed by a full-time CEO, to implement the Smart Cities Mission.
Centre and state government will provide Rs.1,000 crore funding to the company, as equal contribution of Rs.500
crore each. The company has to raise additional funds from the financial marity. All cities from West Bengal have
withdrawn from the Smart Cities Mission.

INS Tabar deployed for naval exercises in Africa, Europe


Indian Naval Ship Tabar commenced her prolonged deployment on June 13. It will visit a number of ports in
Africa and Europe till the end of September. It will also participate in a number of joint exercises with
friendly navies. The ship will transit across the Gulf of Aden, Red Sea, Suez Canal, Mediterranean Sea, North
Sea and Baltic Sea while making port calls at Djibouti, Egypt, Italy, France, UK, Russia, Netherlands,
Morocco, and Arctic Council countries like Sweden and Norway.
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During port visits, the ship is scheduled to participate in bilateral exercises like Ex Konkan with UK Royal Navy,
Ex Varuna with French Navy and Ex Indra with Russian Federation Navy, to strengthen military relations,
develop interoperability and project long-range sustenance.

Puducherry: Newly appointed five Ministers in N Rangaswamy Cabinet sworn-in at Raj Nivas


In the Union Territory of Puducherry, the newly appointed five Ministers in N Rangaswamy Cabinet were
sworn-in at a function held in Raj Nivas. Lieutenant Governor Dr Tamilisai Soundararajan administered the
oath of office to all the five Ministers - A. Namassivayam, Sai J Saravanan Kumar from BJP and K. Lakshmi
Narayanan, C.Djeacoumar and Mrs. Chandra Priyanka from All India NR Congress.



Now the total strength of the ministry is 6 including the Chief Minister. In the history of Puducherry, this is the
first time that BJP is a part of the Ministry. Puducherry got its first woman minister in the last 4 decades
with Chandira Priyanga sworn-in. Last time, during 1980-83, the late Congress leader Renuka Appadurai held
the Education portfolio in the DMK-led coalition ministry.

Puducherry, also known as Pondicherry is a union territory of India. It was formed out of four territories of
former French India, namely Pondichery (Pondicherry; now Puducherry), Karikal (Karaikal), Mahe and
Yanaon (Yanam), excluding Chandannagar. It is named after the largest district, Puducherry. Historically
known as Pondicherry, the territory changed its official name to Puducherry on 20 September 2006. The
territories of French India were completely transferred to the Republic of India de facto on 1 November 1954,
and de jure on 16 August 1962, when French India ceased to exist, becoming the present Indian constituent
union territory of Pondicherry

------------------
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NATO conducts massive war games


As tensions with Russia simmer, thousands of NATO troops, several warships and dozens of aircraft are
taking part in military exercises stretching across the Atlantic, through Europe and into the Black Sea region.



The war games, dubbed Steadfast Defender 21, are aimed at simulating the 30-nation military organization‘s
response to an attack on any one of its members. It will test NATO‘s ability to deploy troops from America and
keep supply lines open.



Russia‘s decision last month to send thousands of troops to the border area with Ukraine has raised concern
at the military alliance, which launched one of its biggest ever defense spending initiatives after Russian
troops annexed Ukraine‘s Crimean Peninsula in 2014.



Top NATO brass insist that the military exercises, involving some 9,000 troops from 20 nations, are not aimed
at Russia specifically, but they focus on the Black Sea region, where Russia stands accused of blocking the
free navigation of ships.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an intergovernmental
military alliance between 30 European and North American countries. NATO constitutes a system of collective
defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by any external
party. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of Allied Command
Operations is near Mons, Belgium. Jens Stoltenberg is a Norwegian politician who has served as the 13th Secretary
General of NATO since 2014.

Mali‘s constitutional court declares coup leader Goita as interim President


Mali‘s constitutional court declared Assimi Goita, the colonel who led a military coup while serving as Vice
President, to be the new interim President. Goita became interim vice president after leading the coup last
August that overthrew President Ibrahim Boubacar Keita.



The court made the move following what it described as a ―vacancy in the presidency,‖ which emerged after
the alleged forced resignation of Ndaw. Soldiers backing Goïta had detained Ndaw and interim Prime Minister
Moctar Ouane, before releasing them after they agreed to resign from their posts.



Goita previously assumed the role of interim vice president after leading another coup in August that
overthrew the then President, Ibrahim Boubacar Keita, following mass protests over perceived corruption and
his failure to quell a violent jihadist insurgency. The transitional government headed by Ndaw and Ouane had
been installed under the threat of regional sanctions, and was supposed to restore Mali to full civilian rule
within 18 months.

Mali is a landlocked country in West Africa. Bamako is the capital and largest city of Mali. The West African
CFA franc is the currency of eight independent states in West Africa: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cote d Ivoire,
Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Niger, Senegal and Togo.

EAGLE Act, seeking to remove cap on employment-based immigrant visas in US


A legislation to remove the per-country cap on permanent residency visas, or green cards, for the US has
been introduced in the House of Representatives.
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Democrat Representative Zoe Lofgren and Republican John Curtis, introduced the Equal Access to Green cards
for Legal Employment (EAGLE) Act of 2021, which, according to their statement, will ―benefit the US
economy by allowing American employers to focus on hiring immigrants based on their merit, not their
birthplace‖.



The bipartisan act seeks to phase out the seven per cent per-country limit on employment-based immigrant
visas and raises the per-country limit on family-sponsored visas from seven per cent to 15 per cent.



It provides for a nine-year period for the elimination of this limit. The seven per cent limit was introduced in the
mid-20th century, which has led countries with relatively small populations to be allocated the same number of visas
as a relatively large-population country.

The United States of America (U.S.A. or USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S. or US) or America, is
a country primarily located in North America. It consists of 50 states, a federal district, five major unincorporated
territories, 326 Indian reservations, and some minor possessions. The national capital is Washington, D.C., and
the most populous city is New York City. Joe Biden is the current and the 46th President of the United States. At
78, Biden is the oldest president in US history and only the second Roman Catholic President. A member of
the Democratic Party, he served as the 47th Vice President from 2009 to 2017 under Barack Obama and
represented Delaware in the United States Senate from 1973 to 2009. In January 2017, Barak Obama awarded
Biden the Presidential Medal of Freedom with distinction.

Finland breaks ground on World‘s First Deep Geologic Nuclear Waste Repository





In early May the Finnish waste management company Posiva Oy, announced the start of excavation on their
deep geologic nuclear waste repository for their spent nuclear fuel (SNF) at ONKALO. The repository will be
the first in the world to start final disposal of spent nuclear fuel.
The Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority of Finland has certified the process. Operation of the repository is
expected to begin in 2023. The total cost estimate is about €2.6 billion ($3.4 billion).
Finland has a policy of direct disposal of nuclear waste without reprocessing of SNF. Posiva‘s plan is for used
fuel to be packed inside copper-steel canisters at an above-ground encapsulation plant, from where they will be
transferred into the underground tunnels of the repository.

Finland is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. Helsinki is the country‘s capital and largest city. Sanna Mirella
Marin has been the Prime Minister of Finland since 10 December 2019. At 35, she is the world‘s youngest female
state leader and Finland‘s youngest-ever Prime Minister. Euro is the official currency of it.

China allows couples to have three children after relaxation in its one-child policy failed






In a major shift in its population policy, China announced that couples may have up to three children, from
the existing limit of two after recent census data showed a dramatic decline in births in the world‘s most
populous country.
The decision in 2016 to relax China‘s one-child policy and allow people to have a second child had failed to
reverse the country‘s falling birth rate as the high cost of raising children in Chinese cities deterred many couples
from starting families.
The policy change will come with ―supportive measures, which will be conducive to improving our country‘s
population structure, fulfilling the country‘s strategy of actively coping with an ageing population and
maintaining the advantage, endowment of human resources‖. It did not specify the support measures.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the
People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of
China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan
joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam,
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part by
the nine-dash line.
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Isaac Herzog elected as Israel‘s 11th President


Labor Veteran Isaac Herzog has been elected as Israel‘s 11th President. Israel‘s parliament elected Herzog in
a vote as opposition lawmakers were holding negotiations to form a coalition to end Prime Minister
Netanyahu‘s 12 straight years in office.



Herzog replaces President Reuven Rivlin, who was elected in 2014 to the largely ceremonial position decided
by the parliament, or Knesset. He defeated former headmistress Miriam Peretz. The Israeli presidency exerts
little power, primarily meeting with party leaders after legislative elections and tasking candidates with
forming governments. It is the country‘s prime minister who wields actual executive authority.
Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy
to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian
Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset
is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu
is serving as the 9th and current Prime Minister of Israel since 2009.

12th Clean Energy Ministerial is held in Chile


The 12th Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) is currently underway which is being organized by Chile. The
Ministry of Power has said that India along with the United Kingdom has launched a new work stream to
promote industrial energy efficiency under the CEM‘s Industrial Deep Decarbonization Initiative.



It added that the IDDI initiative has been supported by Germany and Canada, with more countries expected to
join soon. The objective is to infuse green technologies and stimulate demand for low-carbon industrial
material.

Chile is a country in western South America. It occupies a long, narrow strip of land between the Andes to the
east and the Pacific Ocean to the west. The country‘s capital and largest city is Santiago. The peso is the currency
of Chile. Sebastian Pinera has been president of Chile since 2018.

At least 40% global crops lost to pests every year: FAO


As much as 40 per cent of the world‘s agricultural crops are lost to pests each year. Invasive pests cost
countries at least $70 billion annually and are one of the main drivers of biodiversity loss, according to estimates
from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO).



The scientific review analysed 15 plant pests and found that climate change will increase the risk of pests
spreading in agricultural and forestry ecosystems, especially in cooler Arctic, boreal, temperate and subtropical
regions.

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) is a specialized agency of the United
Nations that leads international efforts to defeat hunger and improve nutrition and food security. It was founded
in October 1945. It is headquartered in Rome, Italy.

Bahrain tops Global financial attractiveness rankings for 3rd consecutive year


Bahrain has topped the globally-recognised AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index financial attractiveness ranking
for the third straight year, leading impressive rankings for MENA capitals – with seven leading MENA cities in
the top 16 places.



Aside from the capital of Bahrain in first place, other cities ranked included Riyadh, Kuwait City, Amman
and Abu Dhabi. The rankings evaluate the salary levels, cost of living, and taxes in a particular market in order to
create an overall score for financial attractiveness.

Bahrain is a sovereign state in the Persian Gulf. Manama is the capital and largest city of Bahrain. Prince Salman
bin Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa is the heir apparent and first deputy Prime Minister of the Bahrain. The dinar is
the currency of Bahrain. The kingdom shares maritime borders with Iran, Qatar, and Saudi Arabia.
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Global terror funding watchdog FATF retains Pakistan on ―enhanced follow-up‖ list


Asia Pacific Group (APG) of global terror funding watchdog - FATF has retained Pakistan on ―enhanced
follow-up‖ list. Islamabad will continue to report back to Asia Pacific Group on Money Laundering on the
country‘s progress to strengthen its implementation of anti-money laundering and combating financing
terror measures.



Pakistan was put on the grey list by the Paris-based Financial Action Task Force (FATF) in June 2018 and
the country has been struggling to come out of it. The Asia Pacific Group (APG) is a regional affiliate of the
FATF.



The second Follow-Up Report on Mutual Evaluation of Pakistan released by the APG also downgraded the
country on one criterion. Pakistan is now compliant or largely compliant with 31 out of 40 FATF
recommendations.



FATF‘s Mutual Evaluation Report (MER) of jurisdictions is assessed in two domains - technical compliance
or legal instruments (40 FATF recommendations) and demonstration of effectiveness (11 immediate outcomes).



Pakistan‘s MER was adopted in October 2019 in which the country was rated compliant and largely
complaint in 10 out of 40 recommendations. After adoption of MER, Pakistan was placed under postobservation period by the FATF, which expired in February this year.

FATF is an intergovernmental organization founded in 1989 on the initiative of the G7 to develop policies to
combat money laundering. The FATF Secretariat is housed at the OECD headquarters in Paris. It holds three
Plenary meetings in the course of each of its 12-month rotating presidencies. As of 1 March 2021, FATF currently
comprises 37 member jurisdictions and 2 regional organisations (Gulf Co-operation Council and European
Commission), representing most major financial centres in all parts of the globe. India became an Observer at
FATF in 2006. Since then, it had been working towards full-fledged membership. On June 25, 2010, India was
taken in as the 34th country member of FATF. As of 21 June 2021, only two countries were on the FATF
blacklist: North Korea and Iran

Danish lawmakers give go-ahead to build Copenhagen Island


Denmark‘s Parliament voted in favour of building a 20-billion-kroner ($ 3.3 billion) artificial island in
Copenhagen that will house at least 35,000 people who will be connected to downtown by a harbour tunnel
and a subway line. The approval of Lynetteholmen — the suggested name for the new district — has been
criticised for not having investigated enough the environmental consequences of its construction, among other
issues.



Work is set to begin in 2035 and to be completed by 2070. The artificial island will function as protection against
future flooding in Copenhagen as a result of rising sea levels. It will be built north of the trendy Refshale Island, a
former industrial area, and a harbour tunnel is planned to be connected to the existing E20 highway.

Denmark (Danish) is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. The Kingdom of Denmark is constitutionally a
unitary state comprising Denmark proper and the two autonomous territories in the North Atlantic Ocean: the
Faroe Islands and Greenland. Copenhagen is the capital city of Denmark. The krone is the official currency of
Denmark, Greenland, and the Faroe Islands. Mette Frederiksen is the current Prime Minister of Denmark.

Maldives Abdulla Shahid elected as President for 76th United Nations General Assembly


Foreign minister of the Maldives Abdulla Shahid was elected as the President of the 76th United Nations
General Assembly with an overwhelming three-fourth majority, with143 in favour, 48 against and no abstentions
and no invalid votes.



The post of the UN General Assembly President rotated annually among regional groupings. The 76th session
(2021-22) is the turn of the Asia-Pacific group and this is the first time Maldives will be occupying the office of
the PGA, said one of the two people mentioned above.
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Both Maldives and Afghanistan have friendly ties with India. India‘s vote however went to the Maldives since
New Delhi had committed support to Shahid prior to Rassoul entering the fray, the first person cited above
said. The PGA‘s office is the highest office in the UN System, and reflects the collective goodwill of the 193
Member States of the UN.



Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit was an Indian diplomat and politician who was elected as the first female President of
the United Nations General Assembly.

United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN), serving
as the main deliberative, policy-making, and representative organ of the UN. Its powers, composition, functions,
and procedures are set out in Chapter IV of the United Nations Charter. The UNGA is responsible for the UN
budget, appointing the non-permanent members to the Security Council, appointing the Secretary-General of the
United Nations, receiving reports from other parts of the UN system, and making recommendations through
resolutions. It also establishes numerous subsidiary organs to advance or assist in its broad mandate. The UNGA
is the only UN organ wherein all member states have equal representation. It‘s is headquartered in New York
City.
Maldives is a small archipelagic state in South Asia situated in the Indian Ocean. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih is the
current President of the Maldives. Maldivian rufiyaa is the currency of the Maldives.

UNSC grants Antonio Guterres second term as chief


The United Nations Security Council voted to give Secretary General Antonio Guterres a second term, with
conflict resolution set to top his agenda at the world body‘s helm. The 72-year-old former Prime Minister of
Portugal has held the office since 2017.



Around 10 other people also sought the position, but they were not formal candidates because none of the 193
UN member states endorsed them. During a brief closed door session the Security Council voted unanimously
to recommend that the General Assembly give Guterres another term, said the council‘s current president,
Estonian ambassador Sven Jurgenson.

United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. Under the
Charter, the Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and
security. It has 15 Members, and each Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to
comply with Council decisions. The permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (also known as
the Permanent Five, Big Five, or P5) are China (formerly the Republic of China), Russia (formerly the Soviet
Union), France, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Antonio Guterres is a Portuguese politician and
diplomat who is serving as the ninth Secretary-General of the United Nations. Previously, he was the United
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees between 2005 and 2015.

Russia formally exits from Open Skies pact with US after Putin‘s approval


In a landmark move, President Vladimir Putin signed a legislation which signalled the formal exit of Russia
from the 1992 Open Skies arms control treaty.



The Open Skies treaty which had come into effect on January 1, 2002, allowed both countries to conduct
unarmed surveillance flights over military installations in a bid to ensure friendly terms between the two world
powers.



There were 34 other countrie who had signed the deal and were put forward by George H. W. Bush‘s
administration in 1992 and was signed in Helsinki by former US secretary of state James Baker along with 23
countries.
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Russia or the Russian Federation is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It
is the largest country in the world; covering over 17,125,191 square kilometres (6,612,073 sq mi), consisting of
more than one-eighth of the Earth‘s inhabited land area, extending to eleven time zones, and has bordering
sixteen sovereign nations. Vladimir Putin is serving as the current President of Russia since 2012, previously being
in the office from 1999 until 2008. He was also Prime Minister from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012.
Russian ruble or rouble is the currency of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Mishustin is serving as Prime
Minister of Russia since 16 January 2020.

Pandemic propels Auckland to top of world‘s most liveable cities ranking


COVID-19 has shaken up the Economist Intelligence Unit‘s annual ranking of most liveable cities, propelling
Auckland to first place, replacing Vienna, which crashed out of the top 10 as the island nations of New
Zealand, Australia and Japan fared best.



The Austrian capital had led the list since 2018 and for years ran neck and neck with Melbourne at the top of
the survey of 140 urban centres. The EIU generally does not make the full ranking public. The last time
Auckland was in the top 10 was in 2017, when it came eighth, a position Melbourne shared with Geneva this year.
Vienna fell to 12th.



Illustrating New Zealand‘s advantage this year, Wellington also entered the top 10. It came fourth behind
Osaka, which rose two spots to second place, and Adelaide, which leapfrogged its compatriots Sydney and
Melbourne to third place from 10th.



The European Union struggled to get its vaccination campaign off the ground and many member states
including Austria imposed more lockdowns than they had hoped to, hurting their cities‘ scores in the measure of
‗culture and environment‘. The four other categories assessed are stability, healthcare, education and
infrastructure.

New Zealand is an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Wellington is the capital city. Jacinda
Ardern is the current New Zealand Prime Minister. The New Zealand dollar is the official currency and legal
tender of New Zealand

China hosts ASEAN ministers, with message for Quad


China is hosting foreign ministers from the 10 ASEAN countries with Beijing pushing for closer economic
cooperation and aligning COVID-19 recovery efforts even as it looks to push back against the recent regional
outreach of the Quad grouping.



Chinese officers have in latest weeks stepped up criticism of the Quad — the casual India, Australia, Japan
and United States grouping — and of Washington particularly. During latest visits to Sri Lanka and
Bangladesh, China‘s Defence Minister known as on each nations to reject ―military alliances‖ — a time period
that some Beijing are utilizing to explain the Quad, however a label that the group rejects.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the People‘s Republic of China.
National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of China. With 2,980 members in
2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan joins the International Monetary
Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. The nine-dash line area claimed by the Republic of China, later the
People‘s Republic of China (PRC), which covers most of the South China Sea and overlaps with the exclusive
economic zone claims of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam.

El Salvador becomes first country in world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender


El Salvador has become the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender. President Nayib
Bukele proposed the bill to embrace cryptocurrency.
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Mr Bukele has touted the use of Bitcoin for its potential to help Salvadorans living abroad send remittances
back home. The cryptocurrency has been adopted in the Central American country despite concern about the
potential impact on its programme with the International Monetary Fund.

El Salvador is a country in Central America. El Salvador‘s capital and largest city is San Salvador. Nayib
Armando Bukele Ortez is the current President of El Salvador. US Dollar is the currency of it.

First edition of 2-day Arab-India Energy Forum concludes


The first edition of the two day Arab-India Energy Forum which was held in a virtual format concluded. The
Forum was held under the co-chairship of India and Morocco. The Forum witnessed exchange of knowledge,
expertise and best practices in the fields of energy efficiency programmes for different economic sectors.

Central African Republic names former finance minister as Prime Minister


Henri Marie Dondra has been named Prime Minister of the Central African Republic (CAR). The
appointment of the former finance minister after former Prime Minister Firmin Ngrebada announced his
resignation and that of his government following legislative elections.

The Central African Republic (CAR) is a landlocked country in Central Africa. Bangui is the capital and largest
city of the Central African Republic. Central African CFA franc is the currency of six independent states in
Central Africa: Cameroon, Central African Republic, Chad, Republic of the Congo, Equatorial Guinea and
Gabon. Faustin-Archange Touadera is the current President of the Central African Republic.

Ex-Mongolian Prime Minister Khurelsukh wins presidential election


Former Mongolian Prime Minister Ukhnaa Khurelsukh became the country‘s sixth democratically elected
president further consolidating the power of the ruling Mongolian People‘s Party (MPP) with a landslide victory.



Khurelsukh, who was forced to resign as Prime Minister after protests earlier this year, comfortably defeated
Sodnomzundui Erdene of the opposition Democratic Party and Dangaasuren Enkhbat of the Right Person
Electorate Coalition in a national vote.

Mongolia is a landlocked country in East Asia. Ulaanbaatar is the capital and largest city of Mongolia. The togrog
or tugrik is the official currency of Mongolia. Khaltmaagiin Battulga is the current as President of Mongolia.

Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana, UAE Elected To UN Security Council for 2022-23 Term


Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and the United Arab Emirates were elected unopposed to the powerful UN
Security Council as non-permanent members for the 2022-23 term.



The 193-member UN General Assembly held elections to elect five non-permanent members who will take
their seats on the 15-nation Council for a two-year term beginning January 1, 2022.

Norway builds world‘s first electric zero-emission fast ferry


Construction commenced in Norway for a fully electric passenger fast ferry, which is being called the first of
its kind in the world. The vessel, which is due to enter service in the spring of 2022, is the first of three as part
of a project to develop new modular methods for the design and production of zero-emission fast ferries.



The first three ferries will be operated as demonstration models to validate the project‘s goal to reduce
investment costs and delivery time for sustainable inshore passenger transportation.

Norway is a Nordic country in Northern Europe whose mainland territory comprises the western and northernmost
portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula. Oslo is the capital and most populous city of Norway. Harald V of the House
of Glucksburg is the current King of Norway. Erna Solberg has been Prime Minister since 2013. The krone is
the currency of Norway and its dependent territories.
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China-ASEAN talks on SCS code of conduct


India hoped that the code of conduct for South China Sea (SCS), being negotiated between the Association of
South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) and China, would lead to outcomes in line with international law,
including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and did not prejudice the legitimate
rights and interests of nations that were not party to these discussions.



―Maritime security challenges are another area of concern to India. The sea lanes of communication are critical for
peace, stability, prosperity and development of the Indo-Pacific region. Through the 15th ASEAN Defence
Ministers Meeting (ADMM) and the 8th ASEAN Plus Defence Ministers‘ Meeting (ADMM-Plus) from June
15-16, an agreement was reached to adopt a number of conceptual documents related to strengthening
cooperation. China and ASEAN have set a target of end-2021 to finalise the code of conduct but recently
officials had said it may not be concluded by then.

South China Sea is an arm of western Pacific Ocean in Southeast Asia. It is south of China, east & south of
Vietnam, west of the Philippines and north of the island of Borneo. Bordering states & territories (clockwise from
north): the People‘s Republic of China, the Republic of China (Taiwan), the Philippines, Malaysia, Brunei,
Indonesia, Singapore and Vietnam. It contains numerous shoals, reefs, atolls and islands. The Paracel Islands,
the Spratly Islands and the Scarborough Shoal are the most important. It is connected by Taiwan Strait with the
East China Sea and by Luzon Strait with the Philippine Sea. Several countries have made competing territorial
claims over the South China Sea. Such disputes have been regarded as Asia‘s most potentially dangerous point of
conflict. Both the People‘s Republic of China (PRC) and the Republic of China (ROC, commonly known as
Taiwan) claim almost the entire body as their own, demarcating their claims within what is known as the ninedotted line, which claims overlap with virtually every other country in the region.

India hosted two day summit on Green Hydrogen Initiatives involving BRICS nations


India hosted a two day summit on Green Hydrogen Initiatives starting involving the BRICS nations. The
prestigious event offers a platform to share their respective Green Hydrogen initiatives and views on how to take
it to the next level in their own countries.



The online event was anchored by India‘s largest power producer and one of the global energy majors,
NTPC Ltd. The summit will bring the best brains, policy makers and major stakeholders from the BRICS nations
deliberating and discussing at length the future of Hydrogen in the energy mix.

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia.

UN approves Costa Rica‘s Grynspan to head UNCTAD


The UN General Assembly approved the nomination of Costa Rican economist Rebecca Grynspan to head
the UN agency promoting trade and development, the first woman and Central American to lead the
Geneva-based organisation.



Ms. Grynspan, the first woman and Central American to be appointed as UNCTAD‘s secretary-general, is an
economist and current Ibero-American secretary-general.

The United Nations Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) was established in 1964 as a permanent
intergovernmental body. UNCTAD is the part of the United Nations Secretariat dealing with trade, investment,
and development issues. The organization‘s goals are to: ―maximize the trade, investment and development
opportunities of developing countries and assist them in their efforts to integrate into the world economy on an
equitable basis‖. UNCTAD was established by the United Nations General Assembly in 1964 and it reports to the
UN General Assembly and United Nations Economic and Social Council. Currently, UNCTAD has 195 member
states and is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland.
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Nigerian Government creates its account on Indian microblogging platform ‗Koo‘


The Nigerian Government created its account on Indian microblogging platform Koo, days after the African
country banned Twitter. Nigeria on June 5 banned Twitter after the social media company the President
Muhammadu Buhari‘s tweet threatening to punish secessionists. He referred to the 1967-70 Nigerian Civil War
and to treating ―those misbehaving today‖ in ―the language they will understand‖.



The Indian alternative to Twitter, Koo, took up the opportunity and announced its plans to expand into the
African country. Kooindia is available in Nigeria. Koo was among the first social media firms to announce
compliance with the new rules. Koo co-founder Aprameya Radhakrishna welcomed the government onboard
the platform.

Nigeria is a country in West Africa. Nigeria borders Niger in the north, Chad in the northeast, Cameroon in the
east, and Benin in the west; it‘s southern coast is on the Gulf of Guinea in the Atlantic Ocean. Nigeria is a federal
republic comprising 36 states and the Federal Capital Territory, where the capital, Abuja, is located. Nigeria is
the most populous country in Africa. The Naira is the currency of Nigeria.

Israel‘s new Prime Minister Naftali Bennett vows to unite nation


Israel‘s new Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has vowed to unite the nation frayed by four elections in two
years of political stalemate.



Mr Benjamin Netanyahu – Israel‘s longest-serving Prime Minister - will remain head of the right-wing
Likud Party and become Leader of the Opposition. The new coalition was approved in a razor-thin vote of 6059, with one abstention.



He succeeds Benjamin Netanyahu, who was forced out of office after 12 years. Mr Bennett, the leader of
Yamina party, will be Prime Minister until September 2023 as part of a power-sharing deal. He will then hand
power over to Yair Lapid, head of the centrist Yesh Atid party, for a further two years. Mr Netanyahu – Israel‘s
longest-serving Prime Minister - will remain head of the right-wing Likud party and become leader of the
opposition.

Israel is a country in Western Asia. It is situated on the southeastern shore of the Mediterranean Sea and the
northern shore of the Red Sea, and shares borders with Lebanon to the north, Syria to the northeast, Jordan on
the east, the Palestinian territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip to the east and west, respectively, and
Egypt to the southwest. Tel Aviv is the economic and technological center of the country, while its seat of
government and proclaimed capital is Jerusalem, although international recognition of the state‘s sovereignty over
the city is limited. Naftali Bennett is an Israeli politician serving as the 13th and current Prime Minister of Israel
since 13 June 2021.

Switzerland voters reject key climate change measures


In Switzerland, voters rejected key climate change measures in a popular vote. The climate proposal was one of
several measures that Swiss voters cast their ballots nationwide.



The voters also rejected proposals that would have made Switzerland the first European country to ban
synthetic pesticides following a bitterly fought campaign.



A referendum saw voters narrowly reject the government‘s plans for a car fuel levy and a tax on air tickets. The
measures were designed to help Switzerland meet targets under the Paris Agreement on climate change. The vote,
under Switzerland‘s system of direct democracy, went 51% against, 49% in favour.



A ban on the use of pesticides was rejected. No major country has so far banned man-made pesticides. Bhutan
announced in 2012 that it wanted to become the first nation in the world to turn its home-grown food and
farmers 100 percent organic. A majority of Swiss voters supported an initiative to grant police enhanced
surveillance powers and take preventative actions to help fight terrorism.
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Switzerland is a landlocked country situated at the confluence of Western, Central, and Southern Europe. It is a
federal republic composed of 26 cantons, with federal authorities based in Bern. Switzerland is bordered by Italy
to the south, France to the west, Germany to the north, and Austria and Liechtenstein to the east. Ignazio Cassis
is a Swiss physician and politician serving as a Member of the Swiss Federal Council since 2017. Guy Parmelin
is a Swiss politician serving as President of Switzerland since 2021, having previously served as Vice President of
Switzerland in 2020.

NATO adopts tough line on China at Biden‘s debut summit with alliance


NATO leaders warned that China presents ―systemic challenges,‖ taking a forceful stance towards Beijing in a
communique at Joe Biden‘s first summit with an alliance that Donald Trump openly disparaged.



The new U.S. president has urged his fellow NATO leaders to stand up to China‘s authoritarianism and
growing military might, a change of focus for an alliance created to defend Europe from the Soviet Union during
the Cold War.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an intergovernmental
military alliance between 30 European and North American countries. NATO constitutes a system of collective
defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by any external
party. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of Allied Command
Operations is near Mons, Belgium. Jens Stoltenberg is a Norwegian politician who has served as the 13 th Secretary
General of NATO since 2014.

Global Peace Index 2021: the world‘s most and least peaceful countries ranked


Iceland has been top of the Global Peace Index for 13 years while Afghanistan has languished at the bottom
for the last four. Afghanistan is the world‘s least peaceful country for the fourth consecutive year, but it was
Burkina Faso which recorded the largest deterioration in the Global Peace Index 2021.



Yemen is now the least peaceful country in the MENA region, a position that had been held by Syria since
2014. Yemen has recorded declines in peacefulness every year since 2008.

Private person Aashish Chandorkar appointed director at India‘s WTO mission


The government appointed Aashish Chandorkar, a private person, as Counsellor at the level of director in
India‘s Permanent Mission in the World Trade Organization (WTO), Geneva for a period of three years.



The appointment of a private person is a first at the Mission and comes ahead of a crucial ministerial
conference of the WTO later this year. Chandorkar is director of Bengaluru-based policy think tank Smahi
Foundation of Policy and Research.

World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization that regulates and facilitates
international trade between nations. It officially commenced operations on 1 January 1995, pursuant to the 1994
Marrakesh Agreement, thus replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) that had been
established in 1948. The WTO is the world‘s largest international economic organization, with 164 member
states representing over 96% of global trade and global GDP. The WTO is headquartered in Geneva,
Switzerland. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is a Nigerian-American economist and international development expert who
has served since March 1, 2021 as Director-General of the World Trade Organization. She is the first woman
and the first African to hold the office.

Ebrahim Raisi secures landslide victory in Iran‘s presidential election


Ebrahim Raisi, a hardline judge under US sanctions for human rights abuses, secured a landslide victory
in Iran‘s presidential election. Turnout in four-man race was a record low of around 48 per cent.



The election of Ebrahim Raisi, already sanctioned by the US in part over his involvement in the mass
execution of thousands of political prisoners in 1988, became more of a coronation after his strongest
competition found themselves disqualified from running.
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Iran also called Persia is a country in Western Asia and its capital is Tehran. The rial is the currency of Iran.
Hassan Rouhani is the current President and Sayyid Ali Hosseini Khamenei is the current Supreme Leader.
Ebrahim Raisi is the current President-elect of Iran and will assume office 3 August 2021.

Chile to begin drafting new constitution


Chilean President Sebastian Pinera has said the assembly to draft a new constitution will hold its first session
on July 4, as the South American country moves towards replacing its current conservative, dictatorship-era
charter.



The re-writing of the constitution is the result of a broad political consensus agreed to after the widespread
social protests that broke out at the end of 2019 against inequality. The 155-member drafting body will have to
balance a popular clamour for profound social change with the need to maintain a robust economy as it
rewrites the old constitution, which dates from the rule of Augusto Pinochet.

Chile is a country in western South America. It occupies a long, narrow strip of land between the Andes to the
east and the Pacific Ocean to the west. The country‘s capital and largest city is Santiago. The peso is the currency
of Chile.

Sweden‘s parliament ousts Prime Minister Stefan Lofven in no-confidence vote


Sweden‘s parliament ousted Prime Minister Stefan Lofven in a no-confidence vote giving the Social
Democrat leader a week to resign and hand the speaker the job of finding a new government, or call a snap
election.



The nationalist Sweden Democrats had seized the chance to call the vote after the formerly communist Left
Party withdrew support for the centre-left government over a plan to ease rent controls for new-build
apartments. The no-confidence motion, which required 175 votes in the 349-seat parliament to pass, was
supported by 181 lawmakers. Lofven, is the first Swedish Prime Minister to be ousted by a no-confidence
motion put forward by the opposition. A new government - or a caretaker administration - would sit only until a
parliamentary election scheduled for September next year.

Sweden is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. It borders Norway to the west and north, Finland to the east,
and is connected to Denmark in the southwest by a bridge-tunnel across the Oresund Strait. The capital and
largest city is Stockholm. The Nordic countries or the Nordics are a geographical and cultural region in Northern
Europe and the North Atlantic. The region includes the sovereign states of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and
Sweden, as well as the autonomous countries of the Faroe Islands and Greenland, which are both part of the
Kingdom of Denmark. The krona is the official currency of Sweden.

Armenia‘s acting PM, Nikol Pashinyan and his Civil Contract Party win parliamentary election


Armenia‘s acting Prime Minister, Nikol Pashinyan, and his Civil Contract Party won a parliamentary
election with 53.92 per cent votes.



Pashinyan had earlier claimed victory in election based on preliminary results, with his party taking an early lead
over its closest challenger, the Armenia Alliance, led by former President Robert Kocharyan.

Armenia is a country in the South Caucasus region of Eurasia. The dram is the monetary unit of Armenia.
Yerevan is the capital and largest city of Armenia as well as one of the world‘s oldest continuously inhabited
cities. Nikol Pashinyan is currently serving as Prime Minister of Armenia.

India and Fiji sign MoU for cooperation in agriculture and allied sectors field


India and Fiji have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for cooperation in the field of
agriculture and allied sectors. It was signed by Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Narendra
Singh Tomar and Fiji‘s Minister of Agriculture, Waterways & Environment Dr. Mahendra Reddy in a virtual
meeting. The MoU provides for cooperation in the fields of Dairy Industry, Rice Industry, Root crop
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diversification, Water Resources Management, Coconut Industry, Food Processing Industry, Agriculture
Mechanization, and Horticulture Industry.


It also provides for cooperation in the fields of Agricultural Research, Animal Husbandry, Pest and Disease,
Cultivation, Value Addition and Marketing, Post-Harvest and Milling, and Breeding and Agronomy.

Fiji, a country in the South Pacific, is an archipelago of more than 300 islands. It‘s famed for rugged landscapes,
palm-lined beaches and coral reefs with clear lagoons. Suva is the capital of Fiji, and its largest metropolitan city.
The Fijian dollar has been the currency of Fiji since 1969. George Konrote is the current President of it and
Frank Bainimarama is the current Prime Minister of Fiji.

China launches first bullet train in Tibet, close to Indian border


China operationalised its first fully electrified bullet train in the remote Himalayan region of Tibet,
connecting the provincial capital Lhasa with Nyingchi, a strategically located Tibetan border town close to
Arunachal Pradesh. The 435.5-km Lhasa-Nyingchi section of the Sichuan-Tibet Railway has been inaugurated
ahead of the centenary celebrations of the ruling Communist Party of China (CPC) on July 1.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the People‘s Republic of China.
National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of China. With 2,980 members in
2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan joins the International Monetary
Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. The nine-dash line area claimed by the Republic of China, later the
People‘s Republic of China (PRC), which covers most of the South China Sea and overlaps with the exclusive
economic zone claims of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam.

INSTC connects Europe with India for first time


The western wing of the International North South Transport Corridor (INSTC), which offers a shorter
multimodal transportation route between Europe and India compared with the Suez Canal way, became
operational with a Finnish logistics company dispatching a consignment from Finland to India.



Despatched, the consignment will move through Russia, Azerbaijan and Iran and reach Mumbai in about 22 days
compared with 40 days taken via the Suez Canal and western European ports, ET has learnt.

The International North–South Transport Corridor (INSTC) is a 7,200-km-long [multi-mode network of ship,
rail, and road route for moving freight between India, Iran, Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Russia, Central Asia and
Europe. The route primarily involves moving freight from India, Iran, Azerbaijan and Russia via ship, rail and
road. The objective of the corridor is to increase trade connectivity between major cities such as Mumbai,
Moscow, Tehran, Baku, Bandar Abbas, Astrakhan, Bandar Anzali, etc.

------------------
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE

Economy News
Government sets up expert panel to fix minimum pay, national floor wage


The Labour and Employment Ministry constituted an expert group to provide technical inputs and
recommendations on fixation of minimum wages and national floor for minimum wages. The expert group
announced has been constituted for a period of three years and is chaired by Ajit Mishra, Director, Institute of
Economic Growth.



Under the Code on Wages, which is yet to be enforced, a National Floor Level Minimum Wage will be set by the
Centre to be revised every five years, while states will fix minimum wages for their regions, which cannot be
lower than the floor wage. The current floor wage, which was fixed in 2017, is at Rs 176 a day, but some states
have minimum wages lower than it.



The expert group announced has been constituted for a period of three years and is chaired by Ajit Mishra,
Director, Institute of Economic Growth. It includes Tarika Chakraborty, IIM Calcutta; Anushree Sinha, Senior
Fellow, NCAER; Vibha Bhalla, Joint Secretary; H Srinivas, Director General, VVGNLI as the members and DPS
Negi, Senior Labour and Employment Advisor as the Member Secretary.



A National Floor Level Minimum Wage will be set by the Centre and will be revised every five years, while
states will fix minimum wages for their regions, which cannot be lower than the floor wage.

Minimum Wage: International Labour Organisation defines it as ―the minimum amount of remuneration that
an employer is required to pay wage earners for the work performed during a given period, which cannot be
reduced by collective agreement or an individual contract‖. The minimum wage includes the bare needs of life
like food, shelter, and clothing.

Niti Aayog submits names of 2 PSU banks to be privatised to govt panel


Government think tank Niti Aayog has submitted to the Core Group of Secretaries on Disinvestment the
finalised names of PSU banks to be privatised in the current fiscal as part of the disinvestment process.



Niti Aayog has been entrusted with the task of selection of names of two public sector banks and one general
insurance company for the privatisation as announced in the Budget 2021-22.



The government has budgeted Rs 1.75 lakh crore from stake sale in public sector companies and financial
institutions, including 2 PSU banks and one insurance company, during the current financial year. The amount is
lower than the record budgeted Rs 2.10 lakh crore to be raised from CPSE disinvestment in the last fiscal.

A government-owned enterprise in India is called a Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) or a Public Sector
Enterprise. These companies are wholly or partly owned by the Government of India or one of the many state
or territorial governments or both together in parts. Public Sector Banks (PSBs) are a major type of government
owned banks in India, where a majority stake (i.e. more than 50%) is held by the Ministry of Finance of
the Government of India or Ministry of Finance of various State governments of India. At present, there are 12
public sector banks in India.
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Income Tax Department to launch its new e-filing portal www.incometax.gov.in


The Income Tax Department will launch its new e-filing portal www.incometax.gov.in. The new e-filing portal
is aimed at providing convenience and a modern, seamless experience to taxpayers. Taxpayers will be able to
proactively update their profile to provide certain details of income including salary, house property and
profession which will be used in pre-filling their ITR.



The new taxpayer friendly portal is integrated with immediate processing of Income Tax Returns and quick refunds
to taxpayers. Free of cost ITR preparation software available with interactive questions to help taxpayers.

G7 countries reach landmark deal to back global minimum tax of 15 % on multinational
companies


Group of Seven (G7), a group of the world‘s richest nations, have reached a landmark deal to back a global
minimum tax of at least 15 percent on multinational companies.



G7 finance ministers meeting in London also agreed that the biggest companies should pay tax where they
generate sales, and not just where they have a physical presence. The G7 ministers said they will commit to a
global minimum tax of at least 15 percent on a country by country basis.



We commit to reaching an equitable solution on the allocation of taxing rights, with market countries awarded
taxing rights on at least 20% of profit exceeding a 10% margin for the largest and most profitable
multinational enterprises, the agreement added.



The ministers also agreed to move towards making companies declare their environmental impact in a more
standard way so investors can decide more easily whether to fund them.



The decision of imposing minimum global tax rate 15 per cent would be placed before the G-20 countries, a
group of developing and developed nations, in a meeting scheduled for July, 2021 in Venice.



Ireland, which has a tax rate of 12.5 percent, has come out against the global minimum tax, arguing that it
would be disruptive to its economic model. Some major countries such as China have been quietly tracking the
proceedings but are considered unlikely to buy in.

India was the one of the first countries to introduce a 6 per cent equalisation levy in 2016, but the levy was
restricted to online advertisement services. India has expanded the scope of the equalisation levy over the last
few years, to tax non-resident digital entities. While the levy applied only to digital advertising services till 2019-20
at the rate of 6 percent, the government in April last year widened the scope to impose a 2 per cent tax on nonresident e-commerce players with a turnover of Rs 2 crore. The scope was further widened in the Finance Act
2021-22 to cover e-commerce supply or service when any activity takes place online. Since May 2021, this also
includes any entity that systematically and continuously does business with more than 3 lakh users in India. Associated
Concerns regarding India‘s Digital services tax are: 1. Eventually the tax may become a burden for Digital
Consumers. 2. It could invite retaliatory tariffs (such as the latest one), as similar tariffs were imposed by the US
on France. 3. It would also result in double taxation.

India slips 12 spots to 55th position in global home price index


India has moved down 12 spots in the global home price index to 55 th rank in Q1 2021 against 43 rd rank in Q1
2020, with a decline of 1.6 percent year-on-year (YoY) in home prices, Knight Frank, an international property
consultancy, in its latest research report - Global House Price Index - Q1 2021.



The Global House Price Index tracks the movement in mainstream residential prices across 56 countries and
territories worldwide using official statistics.

India to soon get its first subscription-based airline


Prince Air will start operating with leather recliner studded featuring all-business-class layout airplanes with
90-100 seats. Flights such as Airbus A320 or A321 family offering a substantial amount of space will be used for
the two to three-hour routes the airline is targeting.
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Apart from the multiple flights options, the Prince Air monthly subscription allows fliers to arrive at the
airport just 30 mins before departure. Passengers also have the benefits of switching their flights and choosing
from a wide range of departures.

India emerges as 14th most charitable country in the World


World Giving Index 2021 report says, India is 14th most charitable country. The COVID-19 pandemic has
shown ‗giving‘ trends across the world. Released by the Charities Aid Foundation‘s (CAF), this year‘s survey
highlights the impact of lockdowns on charitable giving.



India is now in the Top 20 most generous countries in the world. This is up from the 10-year global rank of 82.
Australia and New Zealand, where the survey was undertaken in the weeks before the first wave of the
pandemic took hold, maintained their top 10 rankings. Communities around the world mobilised to help fellow
citizens during the pandemic, resulting in the highest ‗helped a stranger‘ figures since 2009.

Gujarat: KASEZ becomes ‗first green industrial city‘ in India


Kandla Special Economic Zone (KASEZ), the oldest export zone in the country, has become the ―first green
industrial city‖ in India to receive a platinum rating under IGBC Green Cities Rating for existing cities in the
industrial cities category.



Compared to the 25,000 trees in KASEZ in 2019, the 1000-odd acres have 3.5 lakh trees. Most of these trees
have been planted post 2019, using the Miyawaki forestation method. Apart from this, KASEZ also used plastic
waste to line the artificial water bodies created inside the area to prevent water seepage and mix with the
saline water. The SEZ initiatives with solar energy and LED lighting was also among the factors that contributed to
the IGBC rating, officials said.

Hallmarking of gold made mandatory in 256 districts


Hallmarking of gold has been made mandatory in 256 districts. The hallmark will include a six-digit code
along with BIS Mark and Purity and delivery voucher to be issued to jewellers for utmost transparency.



Jewellers with annual turnover upto Rs 40 lakh will be exempted from mandatory hallmarking. Export and
re-import of jewellery as per Trade Policy of the government, jewellery for international exhibitions, jewellery for
government approved B2B domestic exhibitions will also be exempted from mandatory Hallmarking.



Watches, fountain pens and special types of jewellery including Kundan, Polki and Jadau will be exempted
from Hallmarking. The registration of jewellers will be one-time and no fees will be charged for registration. Any
manufacturer, importer, wholesaler, distributor or retailer engaged in selling precious metal articles has to
mandatorily get registered with BIS.



During the pandemic, many people have availed of gold loans. Lenders have been taking non-hallmarked gold as
collateral against the gold loan. This will continue as the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) regulations do not talk about
mandatory hallmarking of gold taken as collateral. It says the gold taken as collateral should be valued at the
average of the closing price of 22 carat gold for the preceding 30 days as quoted by the India Bullion and
Jewellers Association Ltd. So, borrowers of gold loans are unlikely to be impacted. India is the world‘s
largest importer of gold, with annual imports of 700-800 tonne.

India is the fifth largest recipient of inflows in world with $64 billion FDI in 2020, says UN report


India received $64 billion in Foreign Direct Investment in 2020, the fifth-largest recipient of inflows in the
world, according to a UN report which said the COVID-19 second wave in the country weighs heavily on the
country‘s overall economic activities but its strong fundamentals provide optimism for the medium term.



The World Investment Report 2021 by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), released
said global FDI flows have been severely hit by the pandemic and they plunged by 35 percent in 2020 to $1
trillion from $1.5 trillion the previous year.



The report said in India, FDI increased 27 percent to $64 billion in 2020 from $51 billion in 2019, pushed up by
acquisitions in the information and communication technology (ICT) industry, making the country the fifthlargest FDI recipient in the world.
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‗FDI‘ or ‗Foreign Direct Investment‘ means investment through capital instruments by a person resident
outside India –in an unlisted Indian company or in ten per cent or more of the post-issue paid-up equity capital
on a fully diluted basis of a listed Indian company. In India, foreign investment can be made mainly under two
routes: Automatic Route: Under the Automatic Route, the non-resident investor or the Indian company does not
require any approval from Government of India for the investment. Reserve Bank of India is in charge of Automatic
Route. Government Approval Route: Under the Government Approval Route, prior to investment, approval from the
Government of India is required. A foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment in the form of a controlling
ownership in a business in one country by an entity based in another country.

ADB approves USD 940 million for COVID-19 vaccines


The Asian Development Bank (ADB) approved a loan package of USD 940 million for Bangladesh for
purchase of COVID-19 vaccines. The package consists of a concessional loan of USD 470 million and a regular
loan of the same amount.



The loan is part of the ADB‘s USD 9 billion Asia Pacific Vaccine Access Facility (APVAX) launched in
December 2020 to offer rapid and equitable vaccine-related support to developing countries.



The project will fund purchase of an estimated 44.7 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines to be administered
to more than 20 million Bangladeshis by 2024. The vaccines will be procured through COVAX programme,
UNICEF or bilateral agreement with vaccine manufacturers and distributors.

Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established on 19 December 1966, which is
headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the city of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines. Masatsugu
Asakawa, by career a Japanese civil servant, is the president of the Asian Development Bank. Asakawa, who took
office on 17 January 2020, is the 10th president of ADB.

World‘s First Green Rating System formulated for India‘s bullet train project


The world‘s first exclusive green rating system is formulated for the upcoming 508.17 km long MumbaiAhemdabad bullet train corridor - the country‘s first high speed rail project.



The Indian Green Building Council (IGBC) - formed by the industry body Confederation of Indian Industry
or CII, collaborated with the National High-Speed Rail Corporation Limited to undertake the formulation of
the green rating system for the high-speed rail corridor.



The green rating system will be a tool to enable the new bullet train corridor‘s stations, in a bid to apply
energy-efficient technology during the design and construction phase, according to NHSRCL - the special
purpose vehicle of the Railway Ministry to implement the bullet train project in India. The Mumbai-Ahemdabad
high-speed rail will be an eco-friendly mode of transport and is likely to reduce the dependence on the import of
crude oil.



The country‘s first bullet train corridor will be operated between Mumbai and Ahmedabad, covering a total
of 12 stations along the route. Once ready for services, the high-speed rail will operate at a speed of 320 km per
hour and will be similar to Shinkansen or the Japan bullet train. It will cover the entire journey between
Maharashtra and Gujarat (including halts at all stations) in two hours and 57 minutes.

Mumbai–Ahmedabad High Speed Rail Corridor is an under-construction high-speed rail line connecting India‘s
economic hub Mumbai with the city of Ahmedabad. When completed, it will be India‘s first high-speed rail line.
India and Japan signed a MoU to undertake a joint feasibility study of the Mumbai–Ahmedabad route in New
Delhi in September 2013. This was in pursuance of the Joint Statement between the then-Prime Minister of India
Manmohan Singh and the Prime Minister of Japan Shinzo Abe on 29 May 2013, which provided that the two
sides would co-finance a joint feasibility study of the route. The objective of the joint study was to prepare a
feasibility report of the system with a speed of 300–350 km/h. The cost of the study (¥500 million) was borne
equally by India and Japan. JICA agreed to fund 81% of the total project cost ₹88,087 crore (US$12 billion),
through a 50-year loan at an interest rate of 0.1% with a moratorium on repayments up to 15 years and the
remaining cost will be borne by the state governments of Maharashtra and Gujarat. 20% of the components used
on the corridor will be supplied by Japan, and manufactured in India.
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IFSCA constitutes committee to examine global best practices in ship financing & leasing


International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has constituted a committee to examine global
best practices in ship financing and leasing. This Committee will also identify opportunities and devise a
roadmap to enable such activities. The committee will be chaired by former Senior Economic Advisor,
Vandana Aggarwal.



India is strategically located on the world‘s shipping routes and has a large coastline of over seven thousand 500
kilometres. India also has 12 major and over 200 minor ports. According to the Ministry of Shipping, 95 per
cent of India‘s trading by volume and 70 per cent by value is done through maritime transport.

E-filing portal of Income Tax Appellate Tribunal launched by law minister


Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the e-filing portal of Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT),
‗itat e-dwar‘. The newly developed e-filing portal would enable the parties to file their appeals, miscellaneous
applications, documents, paper books, etc., electronically.



The launch of e-filing portal ‗itat e-dwar‘ will enhance the accessibility, accountability and transparency in
the day to day working of the ITAT. It would not only result in economization of the use of paper, savings in
costs but also rationalisation of the fixation of cases leading to quicker disposal of cases.
------------------
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Banks in News
Forex reserves cross $600 billion for first time on foreign flows


India‘s foreign exchange reserves crossed the USD 600 billion mark for the first time after increasing by USD
6.842 billion in the week ended June 4, RBI data showed.



The reserves surged to a record USD 605.008 billion in the reporting week, helped by a rise in foreign currency
assets (FCA), a major component of the overall reserves, as per weekly data by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).



In the previous week ended May 28, 2021, the reserves had swelled by USD 5.271 billion to USD 598.165
billion. In the reporting week, FCA jumped by USD 7.362 billion to USD 560.890 billion, the data showed.



Expressed in dollar terms, the foreign currency assets include the effect of appreciation or depreciation of non-US
units like the euro, pound and yen held in the foreign exchange reserves. Gold reserves declined by USD 502
million to USD 37.604 billion. The special drawing rights (SDRs) with the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) dipped USD 1 million to USD 1.513 billion.



The main reasons for High Forex Reserves in India are 1. Rise in investment by foreign portfolio investors
and increased foreign direct investments (FDIs). The sharp jump in reserves started with the Finance
Ministry‘s announcement in 2019, cutting corporate tax rates. 2. Fall in crude oil prices has brought down
the oil import bill, saving precious foreign exchange. 3. Dollar outflow from overseas remittances and foreign
travels have fallen steeply.

In India, Foreign Exchange Reserves are the foreign assets held or controlled by the Reserve Bank of India. The
reserves are made of gold or a specific currency. They can also be special drawing rights and marketable securities
denominated in foreign currencies like treasury bills, government bonds, corporate bonds and equities and
foreign currency loans. Purpose of keeping foreign exchange reserves are 1. To keep the value of their currencies
at a fixed rate. 2. Countries with a floating exchange rate system use forex reserves to keep the value of their
currency lower than the US Dollar. 3. To maintain liquidity in case of an economic crisis. 4. The central bank
(RBI) supplies foreign currency to keep markets steady. 5. To ensure that a country meets its foreign obligations
and liabilities. As of June 2021, India has USD $608.081 billion forex reserves. India ranks fourth in the world
in forex reserves. China is in first position, followed by Japan and Switzerland.

Ranjitsinh Disale appointed as Advisor to World Bank






Ranjitsinh Disale, the first Indian teacher to receive the Global Teacher Award has been appointed by the
World Bank as an Advisor to the World Bank. The World Bank has appointed 12 advisors from world over
and Mr. Disale is one of them representing India.
World Bank has recently launched the Global Coach Program, a new initiative focused on accelerating
learning by helping countries improve in-service teacher professional development (TPD) programs and
systems. This program forms part of the World Bank‘s broader agenda to tackle the global learning crisis (WDR,
2018). Coach focuses on supporting countries improve in-service TPD through a two-pronged approach.
The Coach program focuses on helping countries transform their TPD programs and policies to ones that
adhere to a set of four key principles that have been shown to be linked to improved teaching quality. Disale‘s work
through the Advisory Board will impact the work World Bank on the ground, currently supporting over 18
million teachers around the world. He will be an advisor to the World Bank till December 2024.

The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world.
The World Bank Group comprises five institutions managed by their member countries. It was established in
1944, the World Bank Group is headquartered in Washington, D.C. David Robert Malpass is an American
economic analyst and former government official serving as President of the World Bank Group since 2019.
Together, IBRD and IDA form the World Bank, which provides financing, policy advice, and technical assistance
to governments of developing countries. IDA focuses on the world‘s poorest countries, while IBRD assists middleincome and creditworthy poorer countries.
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RBI releases Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance


Reserve Bank of India has released a Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance. It has been
released for harmonising the regulatory frameworks for various regulated lenders in the microfinance space.



Key proposals of the documents are, common definition of microfinance loans for all regulated entities,
Capping the outflow on account of repayment of loan obligations of a household to a percentage of the
household income. It also recommends a Board approved policy for household income assessment.



It also asked for introduction of a standard simplified fact sheet on pricing of microfinance loans for better
transparency and display of minimum, maximum and average interest rates charged on microfinance loans on the
websites of regulated entities.

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First World
War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the Hilton
Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission on
Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-headed
government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a further six
banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. Deshmukh
was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

Canara Bank to be lead sponsor of bad bank, to pick up 12% stake


State-owned Canara Bank will be the lead sponsor of National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited
(NARCL) or bad bank with 12 per cent stake in the entity. Bad bank refers to a financial institution that takes
over bad assets of lenders and undertakes resolution.



The bank has sought the approval from the Reserve Bank of India for participating in NARCL as sponsor
contributing 12 per cent stake. Various public sector banks (PSBs) have also announced that they have earmarked
a signification portion of their NPAs to be transferred to NARCL.

Canara Bank is one of the largest Indian government owned banks. It is under the ownership of Ministry of
Finance, Government of India. It is headquartered in Bengaluru. It was established at Mangalore in 1906 by
Ammembal Subba Rao Pai and later the government nationalized the bank in 1969. As per the announcement
made by the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on 30 August 2019, Manipal based Syndicate Bank merged
with Canara bank on 1 April 2020, making it the fourth largest bank in the country.

InstantPay launches India‘s first Cashback Card in partnership with NPCI and YES Bank


InstantPay, India‘s leading open banking platform announced the launch of the InstantPay Cashback Card
in partnership with NPCI and YES Bank.



It is a premium, ‗future ready‘ contactless card powered by RuPay that offers 1 per cent unlimited cashback
on most spends, so consumers can now grow their money, even when they spend.

National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) is an umbrella organisation for operating retail payments and
settlement systems in India. Founded in 2008, the NPCI is a not-for-profit organisation registered under section 8
of the Companies Act 2013, established by Reserve Bank of India & IBA. It is headquartered in Mumbai.

Bank of Japan announces first green investment fund


Japan‘s central bank announced its first investment fund for efforts to address climate change, as the
government works towards its new target of reaching carbon neutrality by 2050. The scheme, likely to start this
year, will be a successor to an existing programme aimed at promoting economic growth more generally.
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Government of India seeks bids to appoint Transaction Advisor and Legal Advisor in strategic
divestment and transfer of management control in IDBI Bank


The government has sought bids to appoint transaction advisor and legal advisor in the strategic divestment
and transfer of management control in IDBI Bank. The appointment of intermediaries would help in taking the
privatisation process of the lender forward as the government aims to close the transaction in this fiscal.



The government currently owns 45.48 per cent equity in IDBI Bank while Life Insurance Corporation has
49.24 per cent stake and remaining 5.29 equity is held by public shareholders.



Industrial Development Bank of India was established in 1964 by an act to provide credit and other financial
facilities for the development of the fledgling Indian industry. It is a development finance institution and a
subsidiary of Life Insurance Corporation. Many national institutes find their roots in IDBI like SIDBI, India
Exim Bank, National Stock Exchange of India and National Securities Depository Limited.

RBI to grant in-principle approval to Centrum Financial Services Ltd to set up Small Finance
Bank


Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to grant in-principle approval to Centrum Financial Services Limited
to set up a Small Finance Bank.



This in-principle approval has been accorded in specific pursuance to the expression of centrum financial
services limited‘s offer dated February 1, 2021.

Small finance banks are a type of niche banks in India. Banks with a small finance bank license can provide
basic banking service of acceptance of deposits and lending. The aim behind these to provide financial inclusion to
sections of the economy not being served by other banks, such as small business units, small and marginal farmers,
micro and small industries and unorganised sector entities. On 17 September 2015, The Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) announced that it had given provisional licenses to ten entities who would have to convert into small
finance banks within one year. Eight out of these ten entities were microfinance NBFCs, reiterating RBIs
agenda of financial inclusion. Capital Small Finance Bank was the first small finance bank to begin operations,
opening with 47 branches on 24 April 2016.

World Bank approves USD 500 million program to help boost India‘s MSME sector


The World Bank has approved a USD 500 million program to help boost India‘s MSME sector. The
programme targets improvements in the performance of five lakh 50 thousand MSMEs.



Out of some 58 million MSMEs in the country, more than 40 per cent lack access to formal sources of
finance. The MSME sector is the backbone of the country‘s economy, contributing 30 percent of India‘s GDP and
40 percent of exports.

RBI nod for Ghosh‘s re-appointment as Bandhan Bank MD and CEO for three years


Bandhan Bank has received RBI nod to re-appoint Chandra Shekhar Ghosh as its MD and CEO for three
years. With 30 years of experience in microfinance and development, Ghosh had set up Bandhan as an NGO in
April 2001 and it was converted into an NBFC later.

Bandhan Bank Ltd. is an Indian banking and financial services company, headquartered in Kolkata, West
Bengal. Bandhan Bank is present in 34 out of 36 states and Union Territories of India.

DBS tops Forbes ‗World‘s Best Banks‘ list in India for second year in a row


DBS has been named by Forbes in their list of World‘s Best Banks 2021. DBS was ranked #1 out of 30
domestic and international banks in India for the second consecutive year.



This is the third edition of the ‗World‘s Best Banks‘ list by Forbes, conducted in partnership with market
research firm Statista. Over 43,000 banking customers across the globe were surveyed on their current and former
banking relationships.
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DBS Bank Ltd is a Singaporean multinational banking and financial services corporation headquartered in
Marina Bay, Singapore. The company was known as The Development Bank of Singapore Limited, before the
present name was adopted on 21 July 2003 to reflect its changing role as a global bank. Headquartered in the
commercial capital of Mumbai, DBS operates via a network of 33 bank branches across 22 cities in India.

FREO – India‘s first credit-led neobank


FREO is a first-of-its-kind; credit-led neobank in India that is designed to serve the banking needs of
millennial in India and Southeast Asia. For many of its offerings, the company has partnered with banks to
bring new solutions to its customers.



FREO‘s vision is to bring consumers freedom from non-digital financial services and provide simple, intuitive,
and smart ways to access credit and manage money with ease on their phones.



Through this credit-led Neobank, consumers will have access to financial products such as a credit line,
credit cards, EMI cards, deposits & savings, buy-now-pay-later, and other financial utilities, in order to help
build their credit profiles, borrow flexibly, save easily, and spend smartly.

FREO‘s parent company started its operations in India with the launch of MoneyTap in late 2016. Its goal was
to make credit flexible, convenient, and affordable, all through an intuitive, category-creating product. Since its
launch, MoneyTap, in partnership with established banks and NBFCs, has scaled to become one of India‘s largest and
most successful consumer Fintech companies. Through MoneyTap, FREO has attracted over 11M users to its
ecosystem and disbursed upwards of Rs. 4,000 crore in credit along with issuing 175,000 credit cards (in
partnership with RBL Bank). Building on their success in India, the company also launched their credit products in
Vietnam with an aim to create a strong international presence.

Central Bank of India Introduces Online Claim Settlement Process after IBA Nudges Banks to
Expediate Claim Settlement


In order to to make the claim settlement process easier and faster for dependents of its deceased customers, public
sector bank (PSB) Central Bank of India announced that it has introduced an online process for the same.



Central Bank of India is the first bank to recognise the need for an online claim submission process and
enable it at a crucial time when the country is going through the pandemic and state imposed local lock-downs.

Central Bank of India is an Indian government-owned bank. It is under the ownership of Ministry of
Finance, Government of India and is one of the oldest and largest government owned commercial banks in India.
It is based in Mumbai which is the financial capital of India and capital city of state of Maharashtra. The Central Bank
of India was established on 21 December 1911 by Sir Sorabji Pochkhanawala with Sir Pherozeshah Mehta as
Chairman,and claims to have been the first commercial Indian bank completely owned and managed by Indians.

-----------------
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Firms in News
Microsoft names CEO Satya Nadella as Chairman


Microsoft Corp named Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella as its new chairman, in place of John
Thompson. Nadella, who took over as CEO in 2014 from Steve Ballmer, has been instrumental in scaling up
its business including billion-dollar acquisitions like LinkedIn, Nuance Communications and ZeniMax.



The company said Thompson, who took over as chairman from the software giant‘s co-founder Bill Gates in
2014, will serve as lead independent director.

Microsoft Corporation is an American multinational technology company with headquarters in Redmond,
Washington. Microsoft was founded by Paul Allen and Bill Gates on April 4, 1975, to develop and sell BASIC
interpreters for the Altair 8800. It was the world‘s largest software maker by revenue as of 2016. It is considered
one of the Big Five companies in the U.S. information technology industry, along with Google, Apple, Amazon,
and Facebook.

Facebook adds its first health fact-checking partner in India


Social media giant Facebook has added its first health-focused fact-checking partner in India. The company
has partnered with The Healthy Indian Project (THIP Media), a company that focuses on providing verified
health-related information in five Indian languages.



Facebook said the partnership is part of its efforts to police covid-19 related misinformation spreading
online. According to Facebook, the company has removed 18 million pieces of harmful information from its two
platforms (Facebook and Instagram) during the pandemic.



Its fact checking partners have labelled 167 million fake news posts on covid-19 so far. The company had
changed its rules recently, in order to accommodate covid-19 misinformation. The company has 80 fact-checking
partners worldwide, who help monitor content in 60 languages. In India, Facebook also partners with Factly,
Newsmobile, BOOM Live, NewsChecker and more.

Facebook is an American technology conglomerate based in Menlo Park, California. It was founded by Mark
Zuckerberg, along with his fellow roommates and students at Harvard College, who were Eduardo Saverin,
Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, originally as TheFacebook.com—today‘s Facebook, a
popular global social networking service. It is one of the world‘s most valuable companies. It is considered one of
the Big Five companies in U.S. information technology, with Google, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. Facebook
offers other products and services beyond its social networking platform, including Facebook Messenger, Facebook
Watch, and Facebook Portal. It also has acquired Instagram, WhatsApp, Oculus, Giphy and Mapillary, and has
a 9.9% stake in Jio Platforms.

Tata Steel‘s rebar brand Tata Tiscon becomes first in India to receive GreenPro Certification


Tata Steel becomes the first Indian steel company to receive the GreenPro Certification for Rebars.
GreenPro Ecolabel enables the end-users to make an informed choice about buying steel having the lowest
environmental impact. This certification has made Tata Tiscon the first GreenPro certified Rebar brand in
India.

Tata Steel Europe Ltd. (formerly Corus Group plc) is a steelmaking company headquartered in London, United
Kingdom, with its main operations in the United Kingdom and the Netherlands. Corus Group was formed through
the merger of Koninklijke Hoogovens and British Steel plc in 1999 and was a constituent of the FTSE 100 Index. It
was acquired by Tata of India in 2007, and renamed Tata Steel Europe in September 2010.

NTPC ranks 38 in ‗Great Place to Work‘ India ranking


State run NTPC Ltd has been ranked 38 in the Great Place to Work ranking this year. ―NTPC has been
recognised as a Great Place to Work for the 15th year in a row by the Great Place to Work Institute‖.
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―NTPC is the only PSU to consistently feature in India‘s Top 50 Best Workplaces. This year NTPC ranked 38
up from 47 positions last year. It also won its first-ever recognition of India‘s Best Employers among NationBuilders 2021‖. The Maharatna Community and Public Sector Unit (CPSU) has once again featured in India‘s
top 50 ‗Best Workplaces‘. This year NTPC‘s position improved from 47th and is ranked 38th in the top 50.

NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, is an Indian Central Public
Sector Undertaking, engaged in the business of generation of electricity and allied activities. It is a company
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is owned by the Ministry of Power, Government of India. The
headquarters of the company is situated at New Delhi.

Gautam Adani slips to third spot on Asia‘s rich list


Mukesh Ambani, who controls the retail-to-oil conglomerate Reliance Industries Ltd, continues to top Asia‘s
rich list with a net worth of $84 billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaire Index.



China‘s Zhong Shanshan regained the second spot from Adani. The Indian business magnate had in April
overtaken Zhong when shares of the Adani group almost doubled since January.

Adani Group is an Indian multinational conglomerate company headquartered in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. It
was founded by Gautam Adani in 1988 as a commodity trading business, with the flagship company Adani
Enterprises Limited (previously Adani Exports Limited). Gautam Adani is the chairman.

PharmEasy to acquire 66% stake in Thyrocare for over Rs 4,500 crore


Online pharmacy startup PharmEasy is acquiring a majority stake in diagnostics chain Thyrocare Technologies
as it looks to diversify and bolster its testing business.



PharmEasy parent API Holdings signed a definitive agreement to acquire a 66.1% stake in Thyrocare for Rs
4,546 crore, according to an exchange filing made, the first acquisition of a listed company by an Indian unicorn.

Reliance Industries to invest in India‘s first carbon fibre plant


Reliance Industries is investing in India‘s first world-scale carbon fibre plant for supporting hydrogen and
solar ecosystems.



―Our new Green Vision also has immense benefits for our existing O2C business. First, we will use solar
energy on an economically attractive basis to decarbonise our existing O 2C business and accelerate our
journey to become net carbon zero. Second, we will use Green Hydrogen and CO2 as raw materials to
develop a road map for new Green Chemicals, Green Fertiliser and e-fuels.



Third, we will commercialise with global partners our own world beating proprietary Multi-zone Catalytic
Cracking (MCC) Technology to optimise the fossil fuel transition to sustainable chemical and material building
blocks. Thus, we will transform our legacy business into sustainable, circular and net zero carbon materials
business. One that will provide growing returns over several decades,‖ said Mukesh Ambani, Chairman,
Reliance Industries.

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) is an Indian conglomerate holding company headquartered in Mumbai,
Maharashtra, India. On 18 October 2007, Reliance Industries became the first Indian company to breach $100
billion market capitalization. On 10 September 2020, Reliance Industries became the first Indian company to
cross $200 billion in market capitalisation. It is also the highest income tax payer in the private sector in India.
Dhirubhai Ambani founded Reliance Industries in Bombay with his cousin. Mukesh Dhirubhai Ambani is the
current chairman, managing director, and largest shareholder of Reliance Industries Ltd. (RIL).

Alstom debuts the world‘s first hydrogen fuel cell passenger train in Poland


Alstom‘s Coradia iLint, the world‘s first hydrogen fuel cell passenger train, has made its debut on the
Railway Research Institute‘s test track in Żmigród, near Wrocław in Poland.
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Over the course of two days, Alstom teams will present the train to a variety of local stakeholders – including
regional operators, transport authorities, government decision-makers and leading media – in order to highlight
the potential of the Coradia iLint for sustainable transport in Poland.



The showcase comes in the wake of the announcement of Poland‘s National Recovery Plan, which includes
provisions for the introduction of 30 low-emission trains for Polish regional operators by 2026.

A fuel cell uses the chemical energy of hydrogen or other fuels to cleanly and efficiently produce electricity. If
hydrogen is the fuel, the only products are electricity, water, and heat. Fuel cells are unique in terms of the variety
of their potential applications; they can use a wide range of fuels and feedstocks and can provide power for systems as
large as a utility power station and as small as a laptop computer. Fuel cells can be used in a wide range of
applications, providing power for applications across multiple sectors, including transportation,
industrial/commercial/residential buildings, and long-term energy storage for the grid in reversible systems.

Walmart, Amazon and Apple top the 2021 Fortune 500 list


Fortune Magazine released its annual list of the 500 top companies in the United States, and retail giant
Walmart ranked first for the ninth consecutive year, followed by Amazon and Apple. The FORTUNE 500
ranks companies by total revenue in 2020 fiscal year, and this year marks the 67 th edition of it.



The US-based IT company with large offshore presence in India, debuted on the list in 2011 at 484. It moved
into the top 200 in 2018, and advanced nine places on this year‘s list. Companies in the Fortune 500 are ranked by
total revenues for their respective fiscal years.



Together, the 500 corporations on the list generated $13.8 trillion in revenue, dropping 3.15 percent year-onyear, and the amount sum equaled to two-thirds of the US economy, Fortune said.

India‘s largest crypto exchange launches country‘s first NFT marketplace


India‘s largest crypto exchange, WazirX, announced the country‘s first NFT marketplace. The platform,
which will be used to trade Non-Fungible Tokens (NFTs), is run on the Binance Smart Chain, a blockchain
platform created by Binance, one of the largest crypto exchanges in the world, which acquired WazirX back
in 2019.



According to the company, the marketplace currently has 15 creators, and WazirX has received over 15000
applications from creators and collectors already. It will have no listing price and ―minimal gas fees‖ of $1 for
transactions.

BSE signs pact with ESC to encourage listing of startups


Leading stock exchange BSE has joined hands with Electronics and Computer Software Export Promotion
Council (ESC) to create awareness about the benefits of listing among small businesses and startups.



In this regard, BSE has signed a memorandum of understanding (MoU) with ESC. Electronics and Computer
Software Export Promotion Council (ESC) is an organisation sponsored by the Government of India with a
mandate to promote the export of Information and Communications Technology (ICT) sector from the
country and works as a bridge between the government and the industry on policy and promotional matters.

BSE Limited, formerly known as the Bombay Stock Exchange Ltd., is an Indian stock exchange located at Dalal
Street, Mumbai. Established in 1875, the BSE Ltd., the oldest stock exchange in Asia. It is the world‘s 10th
largest stock exchange. Ashishkumar Chauhan (Ashish Chauhan) is the current managing director and chief
executive officer of the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

Twitter owner‘s firm launches solar-powered bitcoin mining facility in U.S.


Twitter owner Jack Dorsey‘s payments venture Square announced it will partner with blockchain technology
firm Blockstream Mining to build an open-source, solar-powered bitcoin mining facility in the U.S., aiming to
drive adoption and efficiency of renewables within the bitcoin ecosystem. The payments firm, led by Twitter
CEO Jack Dorsey, will invest $5 million for the facility.
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The initiative comes weeks after Tesla CEO Elon Musk‘s move to establish a council along with American
crypto miners to promote sustainable bitcoin mining. Dorsey, much like Musk, has shown great interest in the
development of cryptocurrency, and believes bitcoin will become the world‘s largest single currency of the
internet within a decade.

Twitter is an American microblogging and social networking service on which users post and interact with
messages known as ―tweets‖. Registered users can post, like and retweet tweets, but unregistered users can only read
them. Users access Twitter through its website interface or its mobile-device application software (―app‖), though the
service could also be accessed via SMS before April 2020. Twitter, Inc. is based in San Francisco, California.
Twitter was created by Jack Dorsey, Noah Glass, Biz Stone, and Evan Williams in March 2006 and launched in
July of that year.

Indian Oil Corporation Limited signs MoU with Gujarat govt to set up 6 petrochemical projects


Indian Oil Corporation Limited has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Gujarat government
to set up six petrochemical projects. These projects will be set up around Vadodara with the investment of Rs.
24,000 crore.



According to official release, the projects will include LuPech project for petrochemicals, Acrylics-Oxo Alcohol
project at Dumad near Vadodara, infrastructure for KAhSPL at JR & Dumad, shifting of LAB TTL facility in
Dumad and New Flare at JR and hydrogen dispensing facility.

Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) is an Indian state owned oil and Gas Company with registered office at
Mumbai and primarily headquartered in New Delhi. It is the largest commercial enterprise in the country.

Arun Raste joins NCDEX as MD and CEO


Arun Raste took charge as Managing Director and CEO of the country‘s leading agri-commodity bourse
National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX).



Before joining NCDEX, Raste was associated with the National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) as an
executive director.

BharatPe marks its first acquisition with Payback India


BharatPe has acquired 100% of Payback India, a multi-brand loyalty programme, from American Express
and ICICI Investments Strategic Fund for an undisclosed amount. This is the first ever acquisition by the
digital payments app.



Launched in 2010, Payback India is a brand loyalty platform that allows customers to earn and redeem points
on payments made at partner merchant points. Payback claims to have 100 million users in India. BharatPe makes
payment acceptance simple by offering merchants a single QR to accept all payment apps such as PayTm,
PhonePe, Google Pay, BHIM and 150+ other UPI apps.

TRAI launches TV channel selector portal for DTH and cable TV subscribers


Telecom Regulatory Authority of India has launched TV Channel Selector Portal. This portal will facilitate
those subscribers who do not own a mobile phone but want to use a web browser for selection of TV channels.



This portal will help the subscriber to check their own subion and view all the channels provided by the DTH
and Cable operators. With the help of this portal subscribers can choose their channel of interest and remove the
unwarranted channels. The portal also allows the subscriber to modify existing subions. The users can also
provide the feedback through the portal.



Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI), in March 2017, notified the New Regulatory Framework for
Broadcasting and Cable services. The new framework came into effect on 29th December 2018. The new
framework promotes consumer choice and enables subscribers to select television channels they want to
watch.
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The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) is a statutory body set up by the Government of India under
section 3 of the Telecom Regulatory Authority of India Act, 1997. It is the regulator of the telecommunications
sector in India. It consists of a Chairperson and not more than two full-time members and not more than two
part-time members. The TRAI Act was amended by an ordinance, effective from 24 January 2000, establishing
a Telecom Disputes Settlement and Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT) to take over the adjudicatory and disputes
functions from TRAI. Dr. PD Vaghela is the current Chairman of TRAI.

Google to build undersea cable Firmina to connect Latin America and the US


Alphabet‘s Google was building an undersea cable that would connect the United States, Brazil, Uruguay,
and Argentina, to bolster Internet connection capacity between these regions.



The cable, called Firmina, will be the longest cable in the world adding that it will run from the East Coast of
the United States to Las Toninas, Argentina, with additional landings in Praia Grande, Brazil, and Punta del Este,
Uruguay.



―Firmina will improve access to Google services for users in South America. With 12 fibre pairs, the cable
will carry traffic quickly and securely between North and South America, giving users fast, low-latency
access to Google products such as Search, Gmail, and YouTube, as well as Google Cloud services,‖.

Alphabet Inc. is an American multinational conglomerate headquartered in Mountain View, California. It was
created through a restructuring of Google on October 2, 2015, and became the parent company of Google and
several former Google subsidiaries. Larry Page and Sergey Brin announced their resignation from their executive
posts in December 2019, with the CEO role to be filled by Sundar Pichai, also the CEO of Google. Page and Brin
remain co-founders, employees, board members, and controlling shareholders of Alphabet Inc.

‗Medicines from the Sky‘: Flipkart to start drone delivery pilot for vaccines, drugs


E-commerce major Flipkart has partnered with the Telangana government to lead a consortium tasked with
the development and execution of the drone deliveries of medical supplies to remote areas under the
‗Medicines from the Sky‘ project. The pilot, which is expected to be conducted for over six days, will be tested
out for delivering thousands of Covid-19 vaccines in Hyderabad while keeping in mind all the safety and
efficiency parameters.



Google-backed delivery and e-commerce firm Dunzo Digital has earlier this month announced similar drone
delivery flights under the same project in Telangana. Walmart-backed Flipkart will utilise learnings from
its tech-enabled supply chain to deploy drones and enable deliveries of medical supplies. These efforts will be
complemented with technologies such as geo mapping, routing of shipments and track and trace of location,
developed by Flipkart over the years in serving customers.

Flipkart is an Indian e-commerce company, headquartered in Bangalore, Karnataka, India, and incorporated in
Singapore as a private limited company. The company initially focused on online book sales before expanding into
other product categories such as consumer electronics, fashion, home essentials, groceries, and lifestyle products. In
August 2018, U.S.-based retail chain Walmart acquired a 77% controlling stake in Flipkart for US$16 billion,
valuing Flipkart at around $20 billion. Flipkart was founded in October 2007 by Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal,
alumni of the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi and former Amazon employees.

NTPC joins UN‘s CEO Water Mandate to step up work on water conservation


NTPC Ltd has become a signatory to the prestigious United Nations Global Compact‘s CEO Water
Mandate. The CEO Water Mandate is a UN Global Compact initiative to demonstrate commitment and efforts
of companies to better their water and sanitation agenda as part of long term Sustainable Development
Goals.



It is designed to assist companies in the development, implementation, and disclosure of. NTPC is India‘s
largest power utility under Ministry of Power. Power Ministry has said that NTPC has already taken a series of
measures across its plant locations on sound water management.
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It has said that NTPC will further imbibe the 3 R‘s (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) for water conservation and
management while carrying out its core business activity of power generation.

NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, is an Indian Public Sector
Undertaking, engaged in the business of generation of electricity and allied activities. It is a company
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is promoted by the Government of India. The headquarters of the
company is situated at New Delhi. NTPC‘s core business is the generation and sale of electricity to state-owned
power distribution companies and State Electricity Boards in INDIA.

Jamsetji Tata named top among global list of philanthropists of last century




With total donations of $102.4 billion, India‘s Jamsetji Tata has topped the 2021 Edelgive Hurun
philanthropists of the century. The report pegs the current valuation of India‘s pioneer industrialist Jamsetji
Tata‘s donations at $102.4 billion over the past century. He is followed by Bill and Melinda Gates ($74.6
billion), Warren Buffett ($37.4 billion), George Soros ($34.8 billion) and J D Rockefeller ($26.8 billion).
The first-ever list of Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropist of the Century puts Jamsetji Tata ahead of the
likes of Bill and Melinda Gates, Warren Buffet, Henry Hughes and George Soros. The list was released to rank
the world‘s most generous individuals from the last century. The list is a ranking of the world‘s most generous
individuals from the past century and this is the first year of the ranking. Tata started his endowment
journey in the year 1892.

Jamsetji Nusserwanji Tata was an Indian pioneer industrialist, who founded the Tata Group, India‘s biggest
conglomerate company. He established the city of Jamshedpur. He founded what would later become the Tata
Group of companies. Jamsetji Tata is regarded as the legendary ―Father of Indian Industry‖. He was so
influential in the world of industry that Jawaharlal Nehru referred to Tata as a One-Man Planning Commission.

Mahanagar Gas Ltd introduces India‘s first mobile CNG refueling unit






Mahanagar Gas Limited (MGL), one of the India‘s leading Natural Gas Distribution Companies, has for the
first time in India introduced Mobile CNG Refuelling Unit at Ajivali near Panvel on old Mumbai-Pune
Highway.
15 banks to start new trade finance system using blockchain tech. Fifteen banks have come together to form a
new company which will use blockchain technology to process inland letters of credit (LCs) in a first such
initiative. Bankers said that the new system will verify data using invoices on goods and services tax (GST) and eway bills which will quicken transactions and also eliminate risk of frauds.
The system will be based on Infosys‘ Financle Connect. Each bank has agreed to invest Rs 5 crore in this
company which was registered in the last week of May. The total capital in the company will be Rs 75 crore and
banks are likely to complete their investment by June 30.

Aramco chief to be first foreigner on RIL board




Reliance Industries (RIL) will appoint Yasir Al-Rumayyan, chairman of Saudi Aramco and governor of the
Kingdom‘s wealth fund, to its board as an independent director. He will be the first foreigner on the company‘s
board, which, according to Chairman Mukesh Ambani, will be the ―beginning of internationalisation of
Reliance‖.
Al-Rumayyan‘s appointment is a precursor to Aramco finalising its investment in RIL‘s oil-to-chemicals
(O2C) business. Two years ago, Ambani announced to RIL shareholders that Aramco will acquire a 20%
stake in RIL‘s O2C unit for $15 billion. As part of the deal, Aramco will get one seat on the board of RIL and
will have the right to appoint its executives in key managerial positions in the O 2C unit.

Saudi Aramco is a Saudi Arabian public petroleum and natural gas company based in Dhahran. As of 2020, it is
one of the largest companies in the world by revenue. Saudi Aramco has both the world‘s second-largest proven
crude oil reserves, at more than 270 billion barrels (43 billion cubic metres), and largest daily oil production of all
oil producing companies.
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IFFCO introduces world‘s first Nano Urea for farmers







Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) introduced the world‘s first Nano Urea for the
farmers. It is easy on the pocket of farmer and will be effective in increasing farmer‘s income.
A 500 ml bottle of Nano Urea Liquid will replace at least one bag of conventional Urea. IFFCO has priced
Nano Urea at 240 rupees per 500 ml bottle for the farmers which is 10 percent cheaper than the cost of a bag of
conventional Urea.
Nano Urea Liquid increases the production with improved nutritional quality and also give a huge positive
impact on the quality of underground water, very significant reduction in the global warming with an impact on
climate change and sustainable development.
The Cooperative has planned a massive countrywide campaign exercise to demonstrate and train the farmers about
its usage and application. It will be primarily available to farmers through its cooperative sales and marketing
channel apart from its sale on IFFCO‘s e-commerce platform. The Nano Urea Liquid is indigenously developed
after many years of dedicated and sincere research of IFFCO‘s Scientists and Engineers.

Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited, also known as IFFCO is a Multi-state cooperative society
engaged in the business of manufacturing and marketing of fertilisers headquartered in New Delhi, India.
Started in 1967 with 57 member cooperatives it is today the biggest co-op in the world by turnover on GDP per
capita with around 35,000 member cooperatives reaching over 50 million Indian farmers.

Britain to host Health Ministers from G7 countries in Oxford for two-day summit


Britain will host the Health Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) countries in Oxford for a two-day
summit. A G7 report on progress in efforts to improve health in developing countries will also be published.



Many organizations have been stressing that Britain should support a temporary waiver on intellectual
property rights of pharmaceutical firms. Anna Marriott, Oxfam‘s Health Policy Manager said that the G7 may be
getting the vaccines they need but too much of the world is not and people are paying for patent protection with
their lives.

Unusual solar eruptions can help explain explosion on Sun


An explosion on the Sun is helping scientists uncover new information about what causes powerful solar
eruptions and how one might be able to better predict them in the future.



This explosion contained components of three different types of solar eruptions that usually occur separately.
The eruption is the first of its kind to be reported.



Eruptions on the Sun usually come in one of three forms - a coronal mass ejection, a jet, or a partial
eruption. Coronal mass ejections (CMEs) and jets are both explosive eruptions that cast energy and particles
into space, but they look very different. While jets erupt as narrow columns of solar material, CMEs form huge
bubbles that expand out, pushed and sculpted by the Sun‘s magnetic fields. Partial eruptions, on the other hand, start
erupting from the surface but don‘t conjure enough energy to leave the Sun, so most of the material falls back down
onto the solar surface.
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Navy inducts three indigenously-built advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III


The Indian Navy inducted three indigenously-built advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III that would be
used for maritime reconnaissance and coastal security. The three helicopters, made by the Centre-run
Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, were inducted at the Indian Naval Station (INS) Dega, Eastern Naval
Command (ENC), in Visakhapatnam.



These helicopters are fitted with modern surveillance radar and electro-optical equipment, which enable them
to undertake the role of maritime reconnaissance in addition to providing long-range search and rescue, both by day
and night. In addition to special operations capabilities, ALH MK-III is also fitted with a heavy machine gun to
undertake constabulary missions.

Nod for mission to explore marine resources


The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the Deep
Ocean mission proposal made by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES).



The mission proposes to explore ocean resources and develop deep sea technologies for sustainable use of
these resources. India has a 7,517-km coastline with nine coastal states and 1,382 islands. The government‘s
‗Vision of New India by 2030‘ highlights ‗Blue Economy‘ as one of the ten core dimensions of growth.



The Prime Minister approved six major components of the Deep Ocean mission. To be implemented across
phases, the mission will cost around Rs 4,077 crore for a period of five years. The first phase (2021-24) will cost an
estimated Rs 2,823.4 crore.

Tide to make world‘s first ‗space detergent‘


Tide is making the world‘s first space detergent to enable astronauts wash clothes in space. Procter &
Gamble is working on a washing machine too. Due to the lack of means to wash clothes while on mission,
astronauts generally wear their clothes and discard them by packing them in trash that burns up in the
atmosphere aboard discarded cargo ships.



To discourage this practice and to make sure that astronaut can wash and reuse their clothes in space, just like
how they do it on Earth; the detergent company has teamed up with Procter & Gamble Co for this project.
Space station astronauts exercise two hours every day in order to keep in check the withering effects of
weightlessness on muscle and bone.



Astronauts need about a total of 68 kgs of clothes in space per year. Cargo ships are expensive, so NASA is
looking for ways to not use that to ship clothes. Imagine the quantity of clothes that would be required for a threeyear mission to Mars.

World‘s first genetically modified rubber planted in Guwahati


The world‘s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant was planted on the outskirts of Guwahati, Assam.
Developed at the Kerala-based Rubber Research Institute of India (RRII), the sapling was planted by Rubber
Board chairman and executive director KN Raghavan at the board‘s farm in Sarutari near Guwahati.



The GM rubber plant, the first of its kind developed exclusively for the northeast, is expected to thrive in the
climatic conditions of the region. The plant, which has additional copies of gene MnSOD (manganese
containing superoxide dismutase) in it, is expected to revolutionise natural rubber production in India.

Rajasthan is first state to have genome lab


The facility for genome sequencing to identify new variants of SARS-CoV-2 has been started at Sawai Man
Singh Government Medical College, making Rajasthan the first State in the country to have such a provision
for complete sequencing at the State level.



Rajasthan has become the first state in the country to start a genome sequencing facility. Meanwhile,
following the detection of Delta+ variant of Covid in three states, the health department had enhanced
surveillance across the state.
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India‘s first indigenous aircraft carrier is fast getting ready at the Cochin Shipyard


The INS Vikrant, as the IAC-1 will be known once it is commissioned, now under construction at the Cochin
Shipyard Limited at a cost of around Rs 23,000 crore, successfully completed its basin trials in November 2020.
It is by far the most complex and largest naval warship ever to be built in an Indian shipyard.



India‘s very own, 40,000-tonne class indigenous aircraft carrier-1 (IAC-1) is expected to catapult India‘s
maritime interests, adding raw power and a formidable punch to the Navy‘s combat capabilities, reach and
versatility on the high seas.

The world‘s first wooden satellite will launch this year


The world‘s first ―wooden satellite‖ is preparing to launch this year. WISA Woodsat, a nanosatellite that
measures 4 by 4 by 4 inches (10 by 10 by 10 centimeters) and weighs about 2.2 lbs. (1 kilogram), uses a special
type of coated plywood (called WISA) for its surface panels.



The wooden satellite will launch as part of a mission, designed by Arctic Astronautics, a Finnish company
manufacturing cubesat kits for students. The aim of the mission is to test the behavior and durability of these
plywood panels in the extreme conditions of space and assess its suitability for future missions.

ISRO calls private entities to set up new launch sites


Currently, the Satish Dhawan Space Centre at Sriharikota is the country‘s only spaceport operated by the
Indian Space Research Organisation. Another spaceport is under development at Tamil Nadu‘s Toothukudi.



The policy creates pathways for private companies to also use ISRO‘s launch sites for their missions and for
carrying out re-entry and recovery operations. It also states that any Indian company wishing to set up launch
sites outside the country or carrying out launches from outside the country will need authorisation from INSPACe (Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization Center), an independent body under the
department of space, recently created to oversee the opening up of the space sector.

ISRO is the space agency of India headquartered in the city of Bangalore. ISRO was formed in 1969. ISRO built
India‘s first satellite, Aryabhata, which was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 1975. Dr Kailasavadivoo
Sivan is current the chairperson of the ISRO. Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) or Sriharikota
Range (SHAR) is a rocket launch centre operated by ISRO. It is located in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

------------------
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New type of ancient human discovered in Israel


Researchers working in Israel have identified a previously unknown type of ancient human that lived
alongside our species more than 100,000 years ago. They believe the remains uncovered near the city of
Ramla represent one of the ―last survivors‖ of a very ancient human group.



The finds consist of a partial skull and jaw from an individual who lived between 140,000 and 120,000 years
ago. The team members think the individual descended from an earlier species that may have spread out of the
region hundreds of thousands of years ago and given rise to Neanderthals in Europe and their equivalents in
Asia.



Dr Hila May of Tel Aviv University said the discovery reshaped the story of human evolution, particularly
our picture of how the Neanderthals emerged. The general picture of Neanderthal evolution had in the past been
linked closely with Europe.

IIT Ropar develops unique detector ‗FakeBuster‘ to detect imposters attending a virtual
conference


The Indian Institute of Technology in Punjab‘s Ropar said that the institute along with Australia based
Monash University has developed a unique detector named ‗FakeBuster‘ to detect imposters attending a
virtual conference without anybody‘s knowledge.



‗FakeBuster‘ can function online and offline. It uses a 3D convolutional neural network for predicting video
segment-wise fakeness scores. ‗Deepfake‘ has been extensively trained on datasets such as Deeperforensics,
DFDC, VoxCeleb, and deepfake videos created using locally captured (for video conferencing scenarios) images.

NASA Selects 2 Missions to Study ‗Lost Habitable‘ World of Venus


NASA has selected two new missions to Venus, Earth‘s nearest planetary neighbor. Part of NASA‘s Discovery
Program, the missions aim to understand how Venus became an inferno-like world when it has so many other
characteristics similar to ours – and may have been the first habitable world in the solar system, complete with
an ocean and Earth-like climate.



These investigations are the final selections from four mission concepts NASA picked in February 2020 as
part of the agency‘s Discovery 2019 competition. Following a competitive, peer-review process, the two missions
were chosen based on their potential scientific value and the feasibility of their development plans. The project
teams will now work to finalize their requirements, designs, and development plans. NASA is awarding
approximately $500 million per mission for development. Each is expected to launch in the 2028-2030
timeframe.

Venus is the second planet from the Sun. It is named after the Roman goddess of love and beauty. As the
brightest natural object in Earth‘s night sky after the Moon, Venus can cast shadows and can be, on rare
occasions, visible to the naked eye in broad daylight. Venus lies within Earth‘s orbit, and so never appears to
venture far from the Sun, either setting in the west just after dusk or rising in the east a little while before dawn.
Venus orbits the Sun every 224.7 Earth days.

IIT Ropar develops nation‘s first power-free CPAP device ‗Jivan Vayu‘


Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar has developed a device ‗Jivan Vayu‘ which can be used as a substitute
of CPAP machine.



However, this is Nation‘s first such device which functions even without electricity and is adapted to both
kinds of oxygen generation units like O2 cylinders and oxygen pipelines in hospitals.



These provisions are not available in otherwise existing CPAP machines. Continuous Positive Airway
Pressure (CPAP) is a treatment method for patients having breathing problems during sleep called sleep apnea.
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The machine uses mild air pressure to keep the airways open for easy breathing. It is also used to treat infants
whose lungs have not fully developed.



The machine blows air into the baby‘s nose to help inflate his or her lungs. The treatment is all the more
necessary during early stages of the Covid-19 infection. It reduces lung damage and allow patients to recover from
the inflammatory effects.

Rocket Lab wins contract to design twin Mars spacecraft for NASA


The California-based company, which will send a NASA cubesat mission to the moon this fall and aims to
launch its own private life-hunting Venus mission in 2023, has been awarded a contract to design the twin
spacecraft for NASA‘s potential ESCAPADE Mars mission.



ESCAPADE, short for ―Escape and Plasma Acceleration and Dynamics Explorers,‖ would use two Marsorbiting spacecraft to study how the planet‘s atmosphere is stripped away by the solar wind, the stream of
charged particles flowing from the sun.



The mission could help scientists better understand how and why Mars‘ climate has changed over time, as the
barren planet looks quite different today than in the ancient past when it had a thick atmosphere and, scientists
think, plentiful liquid water on its surface.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the
United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace
research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Sen. Bill Nelson was sworn in as the
14th NASA administrator on May 3, 2021, tasked with carrying out the Biden-Harris administration‘s vision for
the agency.

For the first time, scientists find X-ray emission from Uranus


Astronomers have spotted X-ray emissions from the planet Uranus for the first time. The international team,
led by William Dunn at Mullard Space Science Laboratory in the UK, discovered the signals through new
analysis of data from NASA‘s Chandra X-ray Observatory. The observations could provide important guidance
for upcoming X-ray studies of Uranus and Neptune.



X-ray emissions have been detected from most planets in the solar system and can originate from a variety of
processes including the scattering of X-ray photons from the Sun; collisions between plasmas and planetary
rings; and aurorae generated as solar winds interact with polar atmospheres. Until recently, however, evidence for
X-ray emissions were notably absent from the solar system‘s two ice giants: Uranus and Neptune.



Through new analysis of data gathered by the Chandra X-ray Observatory, Dunn‘s team have identified
three clear X-ray signals originating from Uranus: first in 2002, and then on two consecutive days in 2017.
These observations are particularly interesting because of the planet‘s unique orientation. Unlike other
planets in the solar system, Uranus‘s rotational axis lies parallel to its orbital plane and the planet‘s magnetic
field has a significant tilt relative to its axis of rotation. Indeed, the magnetic field misses the planet‘s centre by
roughly a third of its radius.

Uranus is the seventh planet from the Sun. Its name is a reference to the Greek god of the sky, Uranus, who,
according to Greek mythology, was the great-grandfather of Ares (Mars), grandfather of Zeus (Jupiter) and
father of Cronus (Saturn). It has the third-largest planetary radius and fourth-largest planetary mass in the
Solar System. Uranus is similar in composition to Neptune, and both have bulk chemical compositions which differ
from that of the larger gas giants Jupiter and Saturn. For this reason, scientists often classify Uranus and
Neptune as ―ice giants‖ to distinguish them from the other giant planets. Uranus‘s atmosphere is similar to
Jupiter‘s and Saturn‘s in its primary composition of hydrogen and helium, but it contains more ―ices‖ such as
water, ammonia, and methane, along with traces of other hydrocarbons.
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Covaxin 77.8% Effective in Phase 3 Trials


Covaxin: On June 19-20, Hyderabad-based biotechnology company Bharat Biotech, that manufactures
Covaxin, submitted phase-III clinical trial data of its vaccine to the Drugs Controller General of India
(DCGI). According to this data, Covaxin has shown 77.8% efficacy was approved by the Subject Expert
Committee (SEC) under DCGI.



COVISHIELD (63.09%): Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) head Dr Balram Bhargava has said
that the immunity after the first dose of Covishield was found to be strong and that the three months gap will
give the best results. The vaccine 19 has an efficacy of 63.09% against symptomatic SARS-CoV-2 infection.
While the vaccine has shown to work against new variants, more studies are being conducted to ascertain its
efficacy in new variants.



SPUTNIK V (92%): The Russian COVID-19 vaccine Sputnik V, which was to be rolled out at Indraprastha
Apollo and Madhukar Rainbow Children‘s Hospital in Delhi, has been delayed for some days. Sputnik V uses
two different viruses that cause the common cold (adenovirus) in humans. It employs a different vector for each
of the two shots, given 21 days apart. According to Gamaleya and the RDIF, Sputnik V has demonstrated an
efficacy rate of 92 per cent.

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a contagious disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first case was identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. It has since
spread worldwide, leading to an ongoing pandemic. WHO first learned of this new virus on 31 December 2019,
following a report of a cluster of cases of ‗viral pneumonia‘ in Wuhan, People‘s Republic of China. The most
common symptoms of COVID-19 are, Fever, Dry cough and Fatigue. The standard diagnosis method is by realtime reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) from a nasopharyngeal swab. In India, the first
case was reported in Kerala.

China reports world‘s first case of a human infected with H10N3 avian influenza


China has reported the world‘s first case of a human infected with H10N3 avian influenza in its eastern
province of Jiangsu. The case, detected in a male aged 41 and living in Zhenjiang, a city in the eastern part of the
province, was an occasional poultry-to-human transmission.



The risk of spreading on a large scale was very low, adding that there hasn‘t been any case of human
infection of H10N3 reported in the world before.



Many different strains of bird flu are present in China and some sporadically infect people, usually those working
with poultry. There is no indication that H10N3 can spread easily in humans. H10N3 is low pathogenic, which
means it causes relatively less severe disease in poultry and is unlikely to cause a large-scale outbreak

India‘s first COVID hospital set up by a local self-government body opened


Samudrika Hall at Willingdon Island in Kochi has become India‘s first Covid hospital set up by a local selfgovernment body. The 102-oxygen-bed hospital will be inaugurated by Cochin Port Trust chairman M Beena.



The district administration‘s focus on setting up a temporary Covid treatment facility in association with
BPCL at Ambalamedu delayed the operations of this hospital as the district administration had to approve the
supply of oxygen.

IIT Hyderabad develops nano-fibre technology based oral tablets of Amphotericin B to treat
fungal infections


The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Hyderabad has developed nano-fibre based oral tablets of
Amphotericin B, called as AmB, to treat fungal infections post COVID treatment. Currently the AmB is available
in injectable form.
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The IIT Hyderabad researchers have decided to keep the technology free of intellectual property rights and
ready for technology transfer for mass production of the drug, which is reportedly cheaper and higher AmB
absorption and less Nephrotoxicity.



The researchers are confident that the technology can be transferred to suitable pharma partners for largescale production. The researchers recalled that Kala-Azar treatment is being currently used as a treatment
for Mucormycosis in the country and opined that the immediate trial of this oral drug should be taken up to
increase affordability and availability of the drug.

Over 20 countries show interest in adopting India‘s CoWIN Platform to run their own Covid
Vaccination Drives


Over 20 countries from across the world have shown interest in adopting India‘s CoWIN platform to run
their own Covid-19 vaccination drives. Online registration began on 1 March via the Aarogya Setu app and
Co-WIN (―Winning over COVID-19‖) website. RS Sharma, who is the chairperson of en empowered
committee for India‘s Covid19 vaccine delivery tech platform CoWin, said the platform is built to handle up to
2 crore jabs a day, with the data uploaded real-time even if people walk in to get inoculated without registration or
an appointment.



India began administration of COVID-19 vaccines on 16 January 2021. Two vaccines received approval for
emergency use in India at the onset of the programme; Covishield—a brand of the Oxford–AstraZeneca
vaccine manufactured by the Serum Institute of India, and Covaxin, which was developed by Bharat Biotech.
In April 2021, the Indian government approved the Russian Sputnik V vaccine (which is distributed locally
by Dr. Reddy‘s Laboratories) as a third vaccine, which began use in May 2021.

Gopal Rai inaugurates Delhi govt‘s first greenhouse


Environment minister Gopal Rai inaugurated the Delhi government‘s first greenhouse at the ITO Nursery to
―grow plants using modern techniques‖. The greenhouse has been developed to grow the maximum number of
medicinal plants in minimal time.

Maharashtra govt. clears action plan to protect heritage trees


The Maharashtra Cabinet passed an action plan to protect and preserve trees older than 50 years in urban
areas by terming them heritage trees.

IIT-Ropar develops AmbiTAG, India‘s first indigenous temperature data logger for cold chain
management


Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Ropar in Punjab has developed a device - AmbiTag that records real-time
ambient temperature during the transportation of perishable products, vaccines and even body organs and
blood. This device will helps to know that the item transported from anywhere in the world is still usable or
perished because of temperature variation.



Education Ministry said, this information is particularly critical for vaccines including Covid-19 vaccine, organs
and blood transportation. Shaped as USB device, AmbiTag continuously records the temperature of its
immediate surroundings from - 40 to 80 degrees in any time zone for a full 90 days on a single charge.

Tata Memorial Hospital, IIT Bombay Collaborate for ‗First in India‘ CAR-T Cell Therapy for
Cancer Treatment


In a first for India, Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-cell (CAR-T) therapy, a type of gene therapy for blood
cancer treatment, was successfully conducted at the Bone Marrow Transplant unit at the Advanced Centre
for Treatment, Research and Education in Cancer (ACTREC), Tata Memorial Hostpital in Mumbai in
collaboration with IIT Bombay.



The CAR-T therapy has emerged as a breakthrough in cancer treatment, and clinical trials across the globe
have shown promising results in end-stage patients, particularly the ones suffering from acute lymphocytic
leukemia.
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India‘s first medical drone delivery trials from June 18


India‘s first official beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) medical drone delivery experiment is scheduled to
begin this week in Gauribidanur, some 80 km from Bengaluru.



While the consortium of firms led by Bengaluru‘s Throttle Aerospace Systems (TAS) had got Directorate
General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) approval for object delivery experiments the pandemic had led to delays
in some other permissions from agencies.

DBT-NII Receives Trademark for India‘s First Indigenous Tumour Antigen SPAG9


As per World Health Organization (WHO), one in 10 Indians will develop cancer during their lifetime, and
one in 15 will die of cancer. Therefore, it is all the more critical to make extraordinary breakthroughs and
innovations for this deadly disease.



To successfully implement innovation newer modalities for cancer treatment, researchers at the New Delhi-based
National Institute of Immunology (NII), an Autonomous Institute of Department of Biotechnology (DBT),and
clinicians at Cancer Institute, Adyar, Chennai have been working together to translate new scientific
discoveries into improved care for cancer patients.



Over the past two decades, this team has been engaged in translating breakthrough that promises to add a highly
potent weapon to the armoury against cancer especially employing targeted cancer Immunotherapy. India‘s first
indigenous tumour antigen SPAG9 was discovered by Dr Anil Suri in 1998 who is heading the Cancer
Research Program at NII.

The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for
international public health. The WHO Constitution, which establishes the agency‘s governing structure and
principles, states its main objective as ―the attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health‖. It is
headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, with six semi-autonomous regional offices and 150 field offices worldwide.
The WHO was established by constitution on 7 April 1948 which is commemorated as World Health Day.
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has been serving since 2017 as Director-General of the World Health
Organization. Tedros is the first African in the role, and was endorsed by the African Union. Before serving as
Director-General, he held two high-level positions in the government of Ethiopia: Minister of Health from 2005
to 2012 and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2012 to 2016.

------------------

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 64

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021

ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

Climate Breakthroughs Summit


World leaders convened at the Climate Breakthroughs Summit – collaboration between the World Economic
Forum, Mission Possible Partnership, the UN Climate Champions, and the UK COP26 Presidency – to
demonstrate progress in critical sectors of the global economy, including steel, shipping, green hydrogen and
nature.



At the Summit, Maersk was among the major new joiners of the Race to Zero campaign, committing to
halving their emissions by 2030 in line with achieving the long-term goal of full decarbonization under the
Paris Agreement. Other companies that reiterated their commitment to the Race to Zero at the Summit included
IKEA, Orsted and ENGIE.



The announcement comes as the World Meteorological Organization reports that there is about a 40% chance of
the annual average global temperature temporarily reaching 1.5°C in at least one of the next five years, with
a 90% likelihood of at least one year between 2021-2025 becoming the warmest on record.

A new spider cricket from Chhattisgarh


Jayanti has become the twelfth subgenus, or species, of cricket identified under the genus Arachnomimus
Saussure, 1897. Found in the Kurra caves of Chhattisgarh in April 2021 by a team of zoologists headed by Dr
Ranjana Jaiswara of the Zoology Department of Panjab University, Chandigarh, the new subgenus was
named Jayanti after Professor Jayant Biswas, one of the leading cave explorers in the country.



Arachnomimus is the genus name given by Swiss Entomologist Henri Louis Frédéric de Saussure in 1878 to
crickets that resembled spiders. This is apt because crickets of this group are commonly called spider crickets
because of their smaller body size and long legs.

WHO joins the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration on World Environment Day


On the occasion of World Environment Day 2021, WHO has joined the UN Decade on Ecosystem
Restoration, a partnership aimed at preventing, halting and reversing the degradation of our ecosystems and
the diversity of life they sustain.



WHO has joined the partnership as a collaborating agency, along with the United Nations Environment
Programme (UNEP), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and a large number
of partners. WHO will host an online #Generation Restoration event in July 2021, in collaboration with key
partners and stakeholders.

In Nashik‘s Buddhist caves complex


Almost two centuries after a British military officer documented the Trirashmi Buddhist caves also known as
Pandav Leni in a hill in Nashik, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three more caves in the same
area.



The antiquity of the caves which may have been dwellings of Buddhist monks is yet to be established;
archaeologists studying them, however, believe they could be older than the Trirashmi caves. The Trirashmi or
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Pandav Leni caves are a group of 25 caves that were carved out of Trirashmi Hill between the 2nd century BC and
6th century AD. The caves complex was documented in 1823 by one Captain James Delamaine; it is now an
ASI protected site and a tourist destination.

Forest, tree cover in India increases by 24.56% to over 8 lakh sq kms


The forest and tree cover in the country has reached 24.56 per cent of the geographic area which is spread
over eight lakh square kilometres. India has increased its forest and tree cover by 15 thousand square
kilometres in the last six years.



The theme of this year‘s World Environment Day is ‗Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.‘ as this year marks the
beginning of the United Nations Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. The Union Environment Minister further said,
India is home to rich wildlife and biodiversity having 70 per cent Tiger and Asiatic Lions and 60 percent of
Leopard global population. He said, substantial increase in the population of big cats in the last seven years
reflects the Government‘s commitment towards conservation of wildlife and environment.



The Kempegowda International Airport in Bengaluru has achieved net energy neutral status by saving
nearly 22 lakh units of energy in 2020-21.

Kerala Fisheries Department constitutes committee for safety of fishers


A seven-member committee, headed by P. Sahadevan, former additional director of fisheries, will study and
submit a report on methods to resolve issues pertaining to safety at sea, coastal security and vessel
monitoring systems and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing



Increasing instances of fishing-related accidents at sea, particularly during the monsoons, and problems
related to coastal security and illegal and unregulated fishing have prompted the State Fisheries Department to seek
viable long-term solutions.



The department has constituted a seven-member committee headed by P. Sahadevan, former additional director
of fisheries, to study and submit a report on methods to resolve issues pertaining to safety at sea, coastal
security and vessel monitoring systems (VMS) and illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing

World‘s First True Environmentally-Friendly Mineral Processing Plant in Unju, Korea


Avimetal won contracts for $5 million USD for six environmentally-friendly mineral processing plants, with
the first plant set to be completed by the end of June.



Avimetal is based in the USA, a subsidiary of Coronet Metals US Inc., and has a branch office in Korea which
has developed a solution for cleaning up heavy metal such as cadmium, cyanide and mercury contaminated
tailings.

IIT Guwahati paves the way for better water management policies through Virtual Water
Analysis


Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IIT Guwahati) researchers have paved the way for better water
management policies in India.



Dr. Anamika Barua, Professor, Department of Humanities and Social Science, IIT Guwahati, in
collaboration with scientists from the University of Zaragoza, Spain, used ecological economics to study the
socio-political factors governing ‗Virtual Water Flow‘, an emerging concept at the science-policy interface, with
particular reference to India.

After 45 yrs of wait, Odisha welcomes first hatchlings of Gharial


For the first time since they were introduced in its rivers back in 1975, Odisha has seen natural nesting of
gharials, a critically endangered species. As many as 28 hatchlings were spotted towards the end of May in the
Mahanadi, in the Baladamara area near Satkosia range with round-the-clock vigil including drones.



All the original gharials introduced over the years in Odisha are dead now. Having waited more than 40 years
for their numbers to grow naturally and for them to lay eggs, Odisha introduced 13 more gharials over the past
three years in the Mahanadi.
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Only eight survived. While the Forest Department is still tracking two of them via their radio collars, the other six
have moved out of its radar. With the introduction of gharials in 1975, Odisha had become the only state to
have all the three species of the reptile —freshwater gharials, muggers and saltwater crocodiles.

World‘s smallest hog released into wild in India by conservationists


A dozen of the world‘s smallest pigs have been released into the wild in northeastern India as part of a
conservation programme to boost the population of a species once thought to have become extinct.



The pygmy hog, which has the scientific name porcula salvania, lives in tall, wet grasslands and was once
found along plains on the Himalayan foothills in India, Nepal and Bhutan. Its population declined in the
1960s, leading to fears it had become extinct until it was rediscovered in India‘s northeastern state of Assam
in 1971.

Centre notifies Karnataka Coastal Zone Management Authority


The Union government has issued a gazette notification constituting the Karnataka Coastal Zone
Management Authority. The 15-member body is meant to protect and improve the quality of the coastal
environment. Its job is preventing, abating and controlling environmental pollution in the Coastal Regulation Zone
in Karnataka.



The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change issued the gazette notification on June 17 under
provisions of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. The authority is headed by the Additional Chief
Secretary, State Department of Forest, Ecology and Environment, Bengaluru. The term of the present
members is for three years.

In a first, Nagpur forest department to use live wire detectors to check poaching


In a maiden move, state forest department patrolling teams will now be equipped with a new device that
detects live electric wires laid in forest areas to poach wild animals.



The WWF-India has handed over 20 such detectors to the wildlife wing. This is for the first time such
innovative and cost-effective devices have been deployed. ―The 20 devices have been produced by a startup
company and will be helpful in buffer zones of tiger reserves where there is a problem of electrocution.‖

15-metre tree discovered in Andaman & Nicobar Islands


A 15-meter-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family has recently been discovered from the
Andaman Islands by a team of researchers from India and the Philippines.



The new species, Pyrostria laljii, is also the first record of the genus Pyrostria in India. Plants belonging to
genus Pyrostria are usually found in Madagascar but the recently discovered species is new to science.

Andaman and Nicobar Islands is a union territory of India consisting of 572 islands, of which 38 are inhabited,
at the juncture of the Bay of Bengal and the Andaman Sea. The territory is about 150 km (93 mi) north of Aceh in
Indonesia and separated from Thailand and Myanmar by the Andaman Sea. It comprises two island groups, the
Andaman Islands (partly) and the Nicobar Islands, separated by the 150 km wide Ten Degree Channel (on the
10°N parallel), with the Andaman islands to the north of this latitude, and the Nicobar islands to the south (or by 179
km). The Andaman Sea lies to the east and the Bay of Bengal to the west. The territory‘s capital is the city of
Port Blair. Admiral Devendra Kumar Joshi is the Lieutenant Governor of Andaman and Nicobar Islands and
the Vice Chairman of Islands Development Agency (IDA).

Assam notifies Dihing Patkai as its 7th National Park


Government of Assam has added has notified Dihing Patkai as a National Park. ―Raimona and Dihing Patkai
National Parks have been formally notified, adding to Assam‘s total tally of National Park (NP) to 7. Assam
has become the second state in the country to have the highest number of NPs.
------------------
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SPORTS

Sports Personalities in News
Novak Djokovic clinches Belgrade Open title


In Tennis, world number one Novak Djokovic clinched the Belgrade Open title after defeating Slovakia‘s
Alex Molcan in Serbia. With this win, Djokovic has so far captured three titles at his home nation and over all he
secured 83 singles titles in his career.

FTX Crypto Cup: Magnus Carlsen clinches world‘s first bitcoin chess event


Magnus Carlsen is the world‘s first bitcoin chess champion after overcoming Wesley So in a thrilling FTX
Crypto Cup final. The Norwegian takes home the $60,000 first prize plus a 0.6 bitcoin bonus offered by
tournament sponsor FTX. It is the largest prize pot ever offered in an elite online chess event.

Sanjeet clinches gold for India at Asian Boxing Championships


Indian heavyweight boxer Sanjeet defeated Olympic silver-medallist Vassiliy Levit in the 91 kg final to clinch
gold medal at the Asian Boxing Championships in Dubai. Defending Champion Amit Panghal and Shiva Thapa
settled for silver medals at the Asian Boxing Championship in Dubai.

Virat Kohli recently became the first Asian in the world to reach 125 million followers on the
social media platform Instagram


Indian skipper Virat Kohli recently became the first Asian in the world to reach 125 million followers on the
social media platform Instagram.



He is also the only cricketer on the list. Kohli had become the first cricketer to enter the elite club of people
with more than 100 million followers on Instagram.



Kohli currently ranks number 21st on the list of most followed personalities on Instagram, just below model
Kourtney Kardashian, who has 1 million more followers than the Indian batting superstar.



Portuguese footballer Cristiano Ronaldo is the most followed person on Instagram with more than 290
million followers, followed by Dwayne Johnson with 244 million.

Sergio Perez Wins F1 Azerbaijan Grand Prix


In the end, it was Sergio Perez taking a well earned second win of his Formula One career, his first for Red
Bull Honda. Following him home in second place was Sebastian Vettel scoring his first podium for Aston Martin,
with AlphaTauri‘s Pierre Gasly rounding off the podium.

Virendra Nanavati elected as FINA Bureau member


India‘s Virendra Nanavati was elected as a member of International Swimming Federation (FINA) Bureau at
the world body‘s General Congress held in Doha in Qatar.
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Nanavati, who is currently a vice-president of Indian Olympic Association and executive director of
Swimming Federation of India (SFI), is the first Indian to be elected as a Bureau member of the FINA. He
was elected for the term of 2021-2025.

India‘s Sunil Chhetri passes Lionel Messi in international goals


Indian football star Sunil Chhetri has surpassed Lionel Messi in international goals, after scoring both goals in
his country‘s 2-0 win over Bangladesh in Qatar‘s capital Doha.



Chhetri moved past Argentinian Messi‘s 72 goals when he opened the scoring in the 79th minute in a
qualifying match for the 2022 FIFA World Cup and 2023 AFC Asian Cup.

Aruna Tanwar becomes first Indian taekwondo athlete to qualify for Paralympics


India‘s Aruna Tanwar, world No.4 in the women‘s U 49 category, has been awarded a wild card entry for the
Tokyo Paralympic Games 2020. She thus becomes the first Indian taekwondo athlete to qualify for the
Paralympics.

Barbora Krejcikova wins French Open women‘s singles title


Barbora Krejcikova of Czech Republic has won the Women‘s Singles French Open title by defeating 31st
seeded Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova of Russia.



This comes a day after Krejcikova won the women‘s singles title on Saturday. In the doubles event, Krejcikova and
Siniakova defeated the pair of Iga Swiatek and Bethanie Mattek-Sands 6-4 6-2. With this victory, Krejcikova has
become the first player to win both the women‘s singles and doubles event at the French Open since Mary
Pierce achieved the feat way back in 2000.

Wrestler Vinesh Phogat wins gold in women‘s 53 kg freestyle at Poland Ranking Series


Tokyo Olympic Games bound wrestler Vinesh Phogat won the women‘s 53 kg freestyle gold with an 8-0 win
over Khrystyna Bereza of Ukraine at the Poland Ranking Series in Warsaw.

Utah Jazz‘s Jordan Clarkson wins 2021 Sixth Man of the Year


Utah Jazz guard Jordan Clarkson has won the 2020-21 Kia NBA Sixth Man Award for his contributions in a
reserve role. This is the first Sixth Man honour for Clarkson, who becomes the first player to win the annual
award with the Jazz.



Clarkson becomes the first player in Jazz franchise history to win the award and was presented the trophy by
his teammate and fellow Sixth Man of the Year Finalist Joe Ingles. Clarkson received 65 first-place votes and
earned 407 total points from a global panel of 100 sportswriters and broadcasters.

Novak Djokovic beats Stefanos Tsitsipas to win French Open title


Novak Djokovic fought back from two sets down to beat the Greek fifth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas to win the
French Open title for the second time.



The Serbian world number one increased his Grand Slam tally to 19 titles and is now one adrift of the men‘s
record held by Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal.

Assam‘s Shahil Dey becomes first-ever chess International Master from Northeast India


India saw its first-ever chess International Master from the Northeast region with Assam‘s 14-year-old Shahil
Dey achieving the feat.



In a moment that is sure to bring about a reason to cheer for the Chess community in India, Shahil Dey was
awarded his first International Master norm at the GM Round Robin Tournament held in Serbia.



The tournament took place in February and was the former Under 7 and Under 9 National Champion‘s first
major outing since the lockdown. His overall performance rating stands at 2473.
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Weightlifter Mirabai Chanu qualifies for Tokyo Olympics in women‘s 49-kg category


India‘s Mirabai Chanu, the 2017 world champion in weightlifting, has qualified for the Tokyo Olympics in
the women‘s 49-kg category. The International Weightlifting Federation announced that Mirabai has qualified on
the basis of her world ranking points.



Manipur lifter is ranked second in the women‘s 49-kg category. As per rules of the IWF, top eight lifters in each
of the 14 weight categories, including seven in the women‘s group, are eligible to compete in Tokyo Games.

Ronaldo becomes first person to reach 300 million followers mark on Instagram


Portugal striker Cristiano Ronaldo became the first person to reach the 300 million followers mark on social
media platform Instagram.



Portugal captain Cristiano Ronaldo made European Championships history as he became the all-time top
scorer in the summer tournament after his record-shattering 10th and 11th finals goals in the opening Euro 2020
match against Hungary.

Yuka Saso again makes history for Filipinos globally


The 76th US Women‘s Open Championship at The Olympic Club in San Francisco is not the first time that
Filipino golf wunderkind Yuka Saso has brought home the bacon or has made mileposts for the Philippines,
but it is certainly the most savory win, at least for now.

Sneh Rana becomes first Indian women‘s cricketer to achieve huge Test feat


Playing her first international match Sneha Rana made a remarkable statement with her all-round skills in
the one-off Test match against England in Bristol.



All-rounder became the first Indian woman and fourth overall to score a half-century and take four wickets on Test
debut. After figures of 4/131, Rana scored a half-century in India‘s second innings. She is remained unbeaten
on 80 and strung together an unbeaten 104 run partnership with Taniya Bhatia (44 not out).



Rana became the first Indian woman and fourth overall to have both a 50+ score and a 4+wicket haul on Test
debut. During her unbeaten knock of 80, Sneh Rana scored the highest by an Indian batting at 6 or lower in
Women‘s Test cricket.

Jabeur becomes first Arab woman to win WTA title with Birmingham triumph


Ons Jabeur wrote herself deeper into the history books in Birmingham, beating Daria Kasatkina, 7-5, 6-4, to
become the first Arab woman ever to capture a WTA title. Ons Jabeur became the first Arab woman to win
a WTA title when the Tunisian beat Daria Kasatkina of Russia.

Golfer Anirban Lahiri qualifies for Tokyo Olympics


Leading Indian golfer Anirban Lahiri booked his berth to the Tokyo Games as he was placed 60 th in the final
Olympic golf rankings list published. Lahiri, a former Asia No. 1 and two-time winner on the European Tour, will
be representing the country in Olympics for the second time.

Karnam Malleswari appointed Delhi Sports University‘s first Vice Chancellor


The Delhi government appointed former Olympic medalist weightlifter Karnam Malleswari as the first Vice
Chancellor of Sports University. Former weightlifter Malleswari is the first Indian woman to win an
Olympic medal at Sydney in 2000 by lifting 110 kilogram and 130 kilogram in the ‗snatch‘ and ‗clean and jerk‘
categories. The Delhi Cabinet had in 2019 passed a bill to set up a Delhi Sports University (DSU), which will offer
graduation, post-graduation and doctorate degrees in cricket, football and hockey among other sports.

Sajan Prakash becomes first Indian swimmer to qualify for Tokyo 2020 Olympics


India‘s Sajan Prakash made history in Rome as he became the first swimmer from the country to qualify for
the Tokyo Olympic Games after his outstanding performance in the ongoing Sette Colli Trophy.
------------------
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Sport Events
Oman beats India to become host of first Hockey5s World Cup 2024


Oman has beaten India, Pakistan and Singapore to win the bid to host the first edition of the FIH Hockey5s
World Cups for men and women, to be played in January 2024. Matches will take place in Omani capital Muscat.



Upon recommendation from the task force events bidding – comprising Executive Board members of all five
continental federations), the Executive Board of the FIH – has appointed Oman as the host country for the
inaugural FIH Hockey5s World Cups.

Brazil to host Copa America for 2nd consecutive time


In football, Brazil will host Copa America for the second consecutive time after Colombia and Argentina were
stripped of hosting rights for the tournament. Colombia was removed as co-host as street protests against
President Ivn Duque rocked the nation.

Sports Ministry launched short movies on journey of Tokyo-bound athletes


The Sports Ministry launched short films encapsulating the journeys of the Tokyo-bound Indian athletes to
mark 50 days to the Summer Games. The films, charting the journey from the early days to the Olympic
participation of the prominent sportspersons, will be launched on Doordarshan.

Central Athlete Injury Management System launched for training of athletes for 2024 Olympics


Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has launched the Central Athlete Injury Management
System (CAIMS) for streamlining the sports medicine and rehabilitation support offered to the athletes.



It aims to provide the best of sports injury management support nearest to the athlete‘s geographical
location. CAIMS will help to standardize appropriate injury treatment protocol for athletes across the country.



It will start with support for athletes who are a part of the Target Olympic Podium Scheme (TOPS)
development group expected to participate in 2024 and beyond.

ICC announces special edition intake of 10 cricket icons ahead of WTC final


The International Cricket Council announced a special edition intake of 10 cricket icons – including former
India cricketer Vinoo Mankad – into the ICC Hall of Fame to celebrate the prestigious history of Test cricket.
The decision is coinciding with this month‘s maiden World Test Championship final between India and New
Zealand to be held from June 18.



The stalwarts, who have made great contribution to the game and were inducted into the ICC Hall of Fame are:
Aubrey Faulkner of South Africa and Monty Noble of Australia (Early Cricket Era, prior to 1918); Sir
Learie Constantine of West Indies and Stan McCabe of Australia (Inter-War Era, 1918-1945); Ted Dexter of
England and Vinoo Mankad of India (Post-War Era, 1946-1970); Desmond Haynes of West Indies and Bob
Willis of England (ODI Era, 1971-1995); and, Andy Flower of Zimbabwe and Kumar Sangakkara of Sri
Lanka (Modern Cricket Era, 1996-2015).

India launches its Official Olympic Theme Song ahead of the Games in July-August


India‘s Official Olympic Theme Song was launched ahead of the Summer Games in July-August. Minister of
Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju was present on the occasion. Playback Singer Mohit Chauhan has
composed and sung the song titled ‗Lakshya Tera Samne Hai‘. The event was organised by Indian Olympic
Association (IOA) and attended by its President Narinder Batra among others.

New Zealand beat India by 8 wickets to win 1st-ever World Test Championship


In Cricket, New Zealand beat India by eight wickets to win the first-ever World Test Championship at
Southampton. This final marked end of a two-year journey to determine Test cricket‘s first official world
champions. Meanwhile, Veteran spinner Ravichandran Ashwin has become the leading wicket-taker in the
World Test Championship, surpassing Pat Cummins by taking his 71st wicket.
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Kyle Jamieson won the Man of the match award and Marnus Labuschagne was the leading run scorer.

Govt announces establishment of five Divyangta Khel Kendras in country


Government announced establishment of five Divyangta Khel Kendras in different parts of country. One such
facility will be opened in Ahmedabad.

Punjab Sports and Youth Services Minister launched a special Mobile App ―Khedo Punjab‖


Punjab Sports and Youth Services Minister Rana Gurmit Singh Sodhi launched a special Mobile App
―Khedo Punjab‖ for putting the Sports Department and all the Sports persons of State of Punjab on Digital
platform. Rana Sodhi informed that this is the first time in the history of the Sports Department that the
department has launched a mobile app.



With the launch of Mobile App, the current sports persons and the budding players will be in a position to register
online and can choose any game of their interest besides identifying their International, National and State goals,
which will finally help in building competitive enthusiasm.
------------------
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AWARDS

International Booker Prize: David Diop becomes first French winner


David Diop has become the first French writer to win the International Booker Prize. His second novel, At
Night All Blood is Black, was inspired by his Senegalese great-grandfather‘s silence about his experiences in World
War One.



The £50,000 prize will be split between Diop and the book‘s translator - US author and poet Anna
Moschovakis. It fended off competition from five other shortlisted titles, including Éric Vuillard‘s The War of the
Poor. The International Booker Prize is awarded every year for a single book that is translated into English and
published in the UK or Ireland.



David Diop is the first French author to win the International Booker Prize. Raised in Senegal, he now lives in
France, where he is a professor of 18th-century literature at the University of Pau. At Night All Blood is
Black is Diop‘s second novel. It was shortlisted for 10 major prizes in France and won the Prix Goncourt des
Lycéens as well as the Swiss Prix Ahmadou Korouma. It is currently being translated into 13 languages and has
already won the Strega European Prize in Italy.

Dr. D Nageshwar Reddy bestowed with the renowned Rudolf V. Schindler Award


Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman, AIG Hospitals has been bestowed with the renowned Rudolf V.
Schindler Award from The American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE), one of the apex bodies
in the world of GI Endoscopy.



The award was presented to Dr Reddy in ASGE‘s annual Crystal Awards at a virtual ceremony. Rudolf V.
Schindler Award is the highest category in the prestigious Crystal Awards named after Dr Schindler who is
considered as ―the father of gastroscopy.‖



Dr D Nageshwar Reddy became the first-ever Indian medical practitioner to get this recognition from ASGE
for his exemplary work in the field of endoscopy.

WHO honours Dr Harsh Vardhan for efforts in tobacco control


World Health Organisation (WHO) has awarded Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan with `WHO
Director-General Special Recognition Award` for his accomplishments in the area of tobacco control. Every
year, WHO recognises individuals or organisations in each of the six WHO Regions for their accomplishments
in the area of tobacco control.



This year WHO Director-General Special award has been given to Union Health Minister Dr Harsh
Vardhan. Every year, the World Health Organization, WHO recognizes individuals or organizations in each of the
six WHO Regions for their accomplishments in the area of tobacco control.



Director-General of WHO, Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus has said that Dr Harsh Vardhan leadership
was instrumental in the 2019 national legislation to ban E-cigarettes and heated tobacco products.
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Assam government to confer awards on lines of Bharat Ratna, Padma awards


Apart from the Asom Ratna award, the Assam government has also decided to bestow the ‗Asom
Bibhushan‘, ‗Assam Bhushan‘ and ‗Asom Shree‘ awards each year.



The Assam cabinet has decided to institute the ‗Asom Ratna‘ award to be presented every year to one person
who has made a significant contribution to society.



The cabinet also decided to bestow ‗Asom Bibhushan‘ award to three people, ‗Assam Bhushan‘ to five people
and ‗Asom Shree‘ to 10 people every year.



The awards will be accompanied by a cash reward of Rs 5 lakhs, Rs 3 lakhs, Rs 2 lakhs and Rs 1 lakh,
respectively, with other benefits like free medical treatment of critical illness, free stay at Assam Bhawans, free
travel on ASTC buses, among others.

Indian-origin journalist bags Pulitzer for exposé on China‘s vast detention camps for Muslims


Megha Rajagopalan, an Indian-origin journalist, along with two contributors has won the Pulitzer Prize for
innovative investigative reports that exposed a vast infrastructure of prisons and mass internment camps
secretly built by China for detaining hundreds of thousands of Muslims in its restive Xinjiang region.



Rajagopalan from BuzzFeed News is among two Indian-origin journalists who won the US‘ top journalism
award. Rajagopalan‘s Xinjiang series won the Pulitzer Prize in the International Reporting category.



In 2017, not long after China began to detain thousands of Muslims in Xinjiang, Rajagopalan was the first to visit
an internment camp - at a time when China denied that such places existed, BuzzFeed News said.



Neil Bedi won for local reporting. Bedi along with Kathleen McGrory has been awarded the prize for the
series exposing a Sheriff‘s Office initiative that used computer modelling to identify people believed to be future
crime suspects.

The Pulitzer Prize is an award for achievements in newspaper, magazine and online journalism, literature and
musical composition within the United States. It was established in 1917 by provisions in the will of Joseph
Pulitzer, who had made his fortune as a newspaper publisher and is administered by Columbia University. Prizes
are awarded yearly in twenty-one categories. In twenty of the categories, each winner receives a certificate and
a US$15,000 cash award (raised from $10,000 in 2017). The winner in the public service category is awarded a gold
medal.

Nobel Laureate Amartya Sen conferred with Spain‘s top award


Indian economist and Nobel Laureate, Amartya Kumar Sen has been conferred with the ‗2021 Princess of
Asturias Award‘ by Spain in the social sciences category. Princess of Asturias Awards is annual prizes
awarded by the Princess of Asturias Foundation in Spain to individuals, entities or organizations from around
the world who make notable achievements in the sciences, humanities, and public affairs.

Veteran Indian Chemist C.N.R. Rao Receives 2020 International ENI Award


Noted Indian scientist and Bharat Ratna Professor, C.N.R. Rao has been felicitated with the International Eni
Award 2020 (also called the Energy Frontier award). The International Eni Award is considered to be
the Nobel Prize in Energy Research. He has been conferred the prize for his work on metal oxides, carbon
nanotubes and other materials and two-dimensional systems.

NYIFF 2021: Documentary on Gandhi, Siddharth Menon, Akshata Pandavapura win top
honours


A documentary feature on Mahatma Gandhi, a documentary on the Sikh tradition of ‗Seva‘ and a movie that
explores the state of mind of a married woman during the COVID19 lockdown are among the films that won
top honours at the 2021 New York Indian Film Festival (NYIFF).
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Other winners at the festival were ―Nasir‖, directed by Arun Karthick, which won the award for best film;
Akshata Pandavapura was named best actress for ―Where Is Pinky?‖, the best actor award went to
Siddharth Menon for ―June‖ and the best director award to Ajitpal Singh for ―Fire In the Mountains‖.



―Ahimsa Gandhi: The Power of the Powerless‖, directed by Ramesh Sharma, was awarded the best
documentary feature.

Film ‗Dhaai Peher‘ by Jamia Millia Islamia students wins award at LIAFF


A film made by students of Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) won the ―Outstanding Achievement‖ award at the
L‘Age d‘Or International Art-house Film Festival (LIAFF).



The student film, ―Dhaai Peher‖ (Two and a Half Moments), is directed by M.A. Mass Communication
students Amal Devasiya, Danish Qazi, Jamshad Ali, Kashif Shakeel and Pankaj Rawat. It is based on the set of
events that unravel in Punjab in the 1990s.



The purpose of LIAFF is to develop a film culture that inspires and brings together cross-cultural
innovations that enrich people‘s lives with entertainment and services that inform, educate and entertain.

RS Sodhi conferred with Asia Pacific Productivity Champion award


The Managing Director of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (Amul), R.S. Sodhi, was
conferred with the regional award as Asia Pacific Productivity Champion from Asian Productivity
Organization (APO), Tokyo, Japan in recognition of enhanced productivity and efficient milk supply chain.
He is the first Indian to have received the prestigious award, in the last 20 years.

David Diop wins International Booker 2021


David Diop has become the first French novelist to win the International Booker prize for translated fiction
with At Night All Blood Is Black, his first novel translated into English. Diop, the author of two novels, and his
translator Anna Moschovakis split the £50,000 annual prize, which goes to the best author and translator of a work
translated into English.



The International Booker Prize, formerly known as the Man Booker International Prize, has been awarded
since 2005 when it was won by Albanian writer Ismail Kadare. It is a sister prize to the Booker Prize, awarded
to a novel written in English.

IAS VK Pandian to receive FIH President‘s Award


V Karthikeyan Pandian, an IAS officer, and private secretary to Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik was
conferred with President‘s award by International Hockey Federation through the 47 th FIH Congress. He
was awarded for his contribution in direction of the event and promotion of hockey in Odisha.

KK Shailaja awarded prestigious CEU Open Society Prize for 2021


The Central European University (CEU) Open Society Prize for 2021 has been awarded to KK Shailaja, the
former Health Minister of Kerala. The award was presented to her in recognition of ―her determined
leadership and community-based public health work, saving lives during the pandemic‖. She demonstrates to
the world that determined leadership, community-based public health and effective communication can save lives.



The CEU‘ Open Society Prize is awarded annually to an individual or organisation ―whose achievements have
contributed substantially to the creation of an open society‖.

Environmental Organisation ‗Familial Forestry‘ wins prestigious UN Award


The 2021 Land for Life Award has been won by Familial Forestry of Rajasthan, a unique concept that relates a
tree with a family, making it a green ―family member.‖ The UN Convention to Combat Desertification
(UNCCD) organises the Land for Life Award every two years to recognize excellence and innovation in
efforts towards land in balance.



The theme for the 2021 Award is ―Healthy Land, Healthy Lives‖. The Land for Life Award was launched at the
UNCCD COP (Conference of Parties) 10 in 2011. and is considered as the world‘s highest reward regarding land
conservation and restoration.
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RK Sabharwal gets highest civilian award of Mongolia


Engineers India Limited (EIL) Chairman & Managing Director (CMD), RK Sabharwal has been honoured
with the highest civilian award of Mongolia ‗The Order of Polar Star by his excellency.



The President of Mongolia recognises the outstanding contribution made by him towards the establishment of
the first-ever oil refinery in Mongolia. On behalf of the government of Mongolia, this award was presented by His
Excellency, the Ambassador of Mongolia to India, Gonching Ganbold, at a ceremony organised at the Embassy of
Mongolia.

2021 Land for Life Award winner: Familial Forestry


This year‘s Land for Life Award goes to Familial Forestry of Rajasthan, India, a unique concept of Shyam
Sunder Jyani, Associate Professor for Sociology at in Rajasthan that relates a tree with a family, making it a
green ―family member.‖



Placing a family at the cornerstone of society, the concept ensures the success of any social campaign. Familial
Forestry means transferring the care of tree and environment in the family so that a tree becomes a part of
the family‘s consciousness.



More than a million families from more than 15,000 villages of desert-prone northwest Rajasthan in over 2.5
million saplings have been planted in the past 15 years, with active participation of students and desert dwellers.

RS Sodhi conferred with Asia Pacific Productivity Champion award


The Managing Director of Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation (Amul), R.S. Sodhi, was
conferred with the regional award as Asia Pacific Productivity Champion from Asian Productivity
Organization (APO), Tokyo, Japan in recognition of enhanced productivity and efficient milk supply chain. He is
the first Indian to have received the prestigious award, in the last 20 years.
------------------
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PERSONS IN NEWS
India‘s first transgender international beauty queen wins Empress Earth 2021-22 title


Naaz Joshi, a Delhi-based transgender female, won the Empress Earth 2021-22 title, an international title in a
virtual contest. The first runner-up was Valentina from Colombia and the second runner-up was Olivia from
Mexico.



The contest which was to take place in Dubai on June 1, 2021, was cancelled due to the pandemic and on the advice
of the contestants was held in virtual mode. In the online contest, more than 15 countries participated in Empress
Earth 2021. The countries that entered the top five were Colombia, Spain, Brazil, Mexico, and India.

Chinese Climber Becomes First Blind Asian to scale Mount Everest


Chinese Zhang Hong has scaled the tallest peak in the world from the Nepal side, becoming the first blind
man in Asia and the third in the world to climb Mount Everest. Born in southwestern Chinese city of
Chongqing, Zhang lost his sight at the age of 21 due to glaucoma.

Amul‘s RS Sodhi elected to board of International Dairy Federation


The International Dairy Federation (IDF) unanimously elected R S Sodhi, managing director, Gujarat
Cooperative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd or GCMMF that sells Amul branded products in India, to its board
during the general assembly held on 1 June.



IDF is an international non-governmental, non-profit association and represents the global dairy sector. The
federation ensures that right policies, standards, practices and regulations monitor the production of dairy products
globally.

Death of Former Mauritius President Anerood Jugnauth


Anirudh Jagannath passed away at the age of 91. He has served as both the Prime Minister and President of
Mauritius.

Dr Patrick Amoth appointed as Chair of WHO Executive Board


Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan completed his tenure as Chairman of WHO Executive Board on
June 02. During the 149th session of the WHO Executive board, Vardhan announced a new Chair of WHO
Executive Board. The Acting Director-General for Health Dr. Patrick Amoth has been elected the chairperson
of the Executive Board of the World Health Organization (WHO).

India‘s Nagraj Adiga elected in International Association of Ultrarunners Council as Asian
representative


India‘s Nagraj Adiga has been elected as the Asia-Oceania representative at the 2021 International
Association of Ultrarunners (IAU) Congress. For the Asia-Oceania representative, a total of ten countries from
the Asia and the Oceania region casted their online vote. Adiga, who was nominated for elections by the Athletics
Federation of India, got elected by a margin of 7-3 against South Korea‘s Gilsoo Park.

Indian IFS officer K Nagaraj Naidu named to lead UN bureaucracy for a year


Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer K Nagaraj Naidu was named chef de cabinet by the incoming UN
general assembly president, Maldivian foreign minister Abdulla Shahid, for the duration of his one-year tenure
to lead the world body through its return to normalcy as countries strive to bring the pandemic under control.



Naidu will probably be the first Indian diplomat to be named to this position, and as such, his appointment
bears testimony to India‘s growing influence in the world body.

IIT Kanpur professor Mukesh Sharma appointed honorary member of WHO body


Mukesh Sharma, a faculty at IIT Kanpur, has been appointed as an honorary member of World Health
Organisation‘s (WHO) Global Air Pollution and Health - Technical Advisory Group (GAPH-TAG).
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Mukesh Sharma has been associated with WHO, Geneva, International Council for Clean Transport, Clean
Air Asia United National Environmental Program, Bangkok, and the World Bank. He will now be part of the
WHO advisory group on interventions and policies for air pollution control in 194 member states.

US Senate confirms first Muslim-American as federal judge


The US Senate has approved the historic nomination of Pakistani-American Zahid Quraishi to the District
Court in New Jersey, making him the first Muslim federal judge in the country‘s history.



The Senate confirmation, by a vote of 81 to 16, touched off a wave of congratulatory messages on social media
from Democrats and progressives. Senator Cory Booker of New Jersey called Judge Quraishi ―an excellent
addition to the court.‖ Senator Mazie Hirono of Hawaii said ―Congratulations Judge Quraishi!‖ The Senate
majority leader, Chuck Schumer of New York, and Senator Gary Peters of Michigan released congratulatory
messages too.

Mahesh Kumar Jain re-appointed as RBI Deputy Governor


―The Central Government has re-appointed Shri Mahesh Kumar Jain as Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of
India for a period of two years with effect from June 22, 2021, or until further orders, whichever is earlier, upon
completion of his existing term on June 21, 2021,‖ the central bank said in a statement.



Jain was appointed as deputy governor for three years in June 2018. Before joining the Reserve Bank of India, he
was managing director of IDBI Bank. The other three serving deputy governors are Michael Patra, M
Rajeshwar Rao and T Rabi Sankar.

Antonio Guterres re-elected as UN Secretary General for second term


UN General Assembly appointed Antonio Guterres as the UN Secretary General for a second term
beginning January 1, 2022, days after the powerful Security Council had unanimously recommended his name to
the 193-member body for re-election.



President of the 75th session of the UN General Assembly Volkan Bozkir announced that Guterres has been
appointed by acclamation Secretary General of the United Nations for the second term of office beginning on
January 1, 2022 and ending on December 31, 2026. Bozkir then administered the oath of office to 72-year-old
Guterres at the podium of the UN General Assembly hall.

21-yr-old with Kerala roots is youngest on Queen‘s MBE list


Amika George was picked for an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire), which is the thirdranking award on the list, in education for her campaign against period poverty, #FreePeriods.



When she was picked as the youngest recipient of the Queen‘s Birthday Honours this year for pushing the UK
government to provide free period products in schools and colleges, Amika George found herself in a spot.
She started the campaign at the age of 17 — it made her angry that ―there were girls in the UK who were missing
school every month because they were too poor to afford period products‖.

Indian-origin Justice becomes first person of colour to be nominated to Supreme Court of
Canada


Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has nominated Indian-origin Justice Mahmud Jamal to the Supreme Court
of Canada, becoming the first person of colour to be named to the apex court of the country. Trudeau
announced Jamal‘s nomination to replace the retiring Rosalie Silberman Abella, the first refugee and first Jewish
woman to sit on the top court.

Man with roots in Kot Kalan becomes Australia‘s first Indian Judge


Barrister Pardeep Singh Tiwana has become the first Indian to be appointed as a judge of the County Court
of Victoria (Australia).



Earlier, Jalandhar‘s Palbinder Kaur Shergill had become the first Sikh turbaned baptised woman to be
appointed as a Supreme Court Judge of Canada in 2017.
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Labour and Employment Secretary, Apurva Chandra completes his tenure as Chair of ILO‘s
Governing Body


Labour and Employment Secretary, Apurva Chandra, completed his tenure as Chair of Governing Body of
International Labour Organization after holding the position for the period October 2020 to June 2021.



He has handed over the responsibility of the Chair to Ambassador Anna Jardfelt, Permanent Representative
of Sweden to the United Nations Office in Geneva. Ministry of Labour and Employment in a statement said that
India has assumed the Chairmanship of the Governing Body of International Labour Organization after a
gap of 35 years.

Sajid Javid named UK health secretary after Matt Hancock quits over controversy


Sajid Javid, who has previously served two terms in the UK cabinet – first as the Chancellor of the
Exchequer and later as the home secretary – walked back into the office of state this time as the health minister.
He now holds the prime responsibility of taking on the reigns of the country‘s medical infrastructure amid what is
arguably the toughest of recent medical crises – the Covid-19 pandemic.

Jagjit Pavadia elected as president of Vienna based International Narcotics Control Board


Jagjit Pavadia, former Narcotics Commissioner of India and a retired officer of the Indian Revenue Service
(Customs), has been elected president of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).



She is the first Indian to be heading the Vienna-based organization and the second woman to hold this office.
The INCB is a quasi-judicial body responsible for the implementation of the United Nations international drug
control convention.



It monitors the compliance of UN member states with the three international drug control conventions and
the functioning of the international drug control system. The INCB also helps governments in access to controlled
drugs during emergency situations.

Sanjay Dhotre represented India in G20 Education Ministers‘ meet


Minister of State for Education, Sanjay Dhotre represented India in the G20 Education Ministers meet. He
also attended the joint meeting of G20 Ministers for Education and Labour and Employment the same day.
The two meetings are being held in a blended mode under the Chairmanship of Italy.

Rapper Raftaar is the first Indian artiste to accept cryptocurrency as performance fees


Rapper Raftaar has become the first Indian artiste to accept cryptocurrency instead of actual currency as
performance fee.



Meanwhile, cryptocurrency and blockchain technology has already won the approval of global artists like 50
Cent, Mariah Carey, G-Eazy, Sia, Fall Out Boy, the Backstreet Boys and Lana Del Rey among others.
------------------
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OBUTARIES
Veteran Athlete Milkha Singh passes away


Indian Athlete Milkha Singh passed away at the age of 91 due to Covid-19 related complications on June 18,
2021. During the 1960 Olympic Games, he finished to fourth-place in 400 metres final. Several records were
broken in race. He finished to fourth-place in 45.73 seconds which was an Indian national record for almost 40
years.



Captain Milkha Singh, known as The Flying Sikh, was an Indian track and field sprinter. He was introduced
to sport while serving the Indian Army. He is the only athlete who won gold in 400 metres race at Asian
Games & Commonwealth Games. He won gold medals in 1958 and 1962 Asian Games. He also represented
India in 1956 Summer Olympics in Melbourne, 1960 Summer Olympics in Rome and 1964 Summer
Olympics in Tokyo. He was conferred India‘s fourth-highest civilian honour, Padma Shri for his sporting
achievements.

Zambia‘s first president Kenneth Kaunda dies


Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia‘s founding president and a champion of African nationalism who spearheaded the
fights to end white minority rule across southern Africa, has died.



In the 1950s, Kaunda was a key figure in what was then Northern Rhodesia‘s independence movement from
Britain. He became president following independence in 1964.
------------------
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MISCELLANEOUS
In a first, Indian Railways successfully implements online payment system for freight


Indian Railways‘ Western Railway zone has implemented the Online Payment System for Freight Charges on
TMS and Ahmedabad Division of WR has become the first division over entire railways to implement this
system.



Railways had rolled out the policy guidelines regarding Online Payment System for Freight Charges in April
2021, to make the process of payment of freight charges simpler, convenient, speedier and transparent.‖

Indian Railways (IR) is the fourth-largest railway network in the world by size. There are a total of 18 Railway
zones. South Coast Railway Zone is the newest and 18th railway zone, headquartered at Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. Piyush Vedprakash Goyal is currently serving as the Minister of Railways and Commerce in the
Government of India. He was elected as the BJP candidate from Maharashtra for the Rajya Sabha on 3 June
2016. The practice of a separate Railway Budget was started by the British in 1924 under the recommendation of
a 10-member Acworth Committee headed by British economist William Mitchell Acworth in 1920-21. On 21
September 2016, Government of India approved the merger of the Railway Budget with the Union budget of
India, and thus came to end — a 92-year-old practice of separate rail and general budgets.

Book on Veer Savarkar to hit stands


Historian Vikram Sampath‘s concluding volume on the life and works of Veer Savarkar will hit the stands on
July 26, Penguin Random House India announced on the occasion of 138th birth anniversary of the Hindutva
ideologue.



The book, titled ―Savarkar: A contested Legacy (1924-1966), will cover the story of one of the most
contentious political thinkers of the 20th century from 1924 to 1966 — the year he died.



The first volume, ―Savarkar: Echoes from a Forgotten Past‖ released in 2019, covered Savarkar‘s life from
his birth in 1883 to his conditional release from prison in 1924.

Indian Broadcasting Foundation to be renamed


The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the apex body of broadcasters, is being renamed Indian
Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF), as it expands its purview to cover digital platforms to bring all
digital over-the-top streaming firms under one roof. IBDF is in the process of forming a new wholly-owned
subsidiary to handle all matters pertaining to digital media.

Ladakh Lt. Governor R K Mathur launches YounTab scheme 2021 to encourage digital learning


Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur launched the YounTab scheme 2021, from Leh. YounTab scheme has been
formulated to encourage digital learning, bridge the digital divide between connected and un-connected and
mitigate the COVID pandemic disruptions.



Each Android 10 based 32 GB Tab with Eight inch screen Tab has online and offline Apps along with 35
books in PDF format for class 9th to 12th students. In the first phase of YounTab Scheme, 9 to 12 class students
are handed over Educational Tabs in Leh and Kargil.

RailTel completes work of setting up Centralized Security Control Room for IP based VSS under
Nirbhaya Fund


RailTel has completed work of setting up Centralized Security Control Room for IP based Video
Surveillance, VSS at ten Railway Zones under Nirbhaya Fund. These centralized control room will display
video feeds from VSS installed by RailTel at stations of respective zones.



Railway Board has entrusted RailTel, with the work of providing Video Surveillance at all category of
railway stations and coaches of premium trains and suburban EMU. This project is being executed by
utilizing the Nirbhaya fund aimed at providing better safety for women. Currently 269 Railway stations have
been provided with IP based VSS by RailTel.
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Centre liberalises insurance compensation schemes under ESIC, EPFO


Centre has enhanced and liberalised the insurance compensation schemes under Employees State Insurance
Corporation and Employees Provident Fund Organization with a view to mitigate the financial difficulties
faced due to death of single earning member in the family.



The decision on the relief measures were taken by Prime Minister Narendra Modi in an important meeting held in
New Delhi. Under the relief measures announced, benefit of ESIC pension scheme for employment related
death cases has been extended to even those who have died due to COVID.



Dependent family members of such persons will be entitled to the benefit of pension equivalent to 90 per cent
of average daily wage drawn by the worker as per the existing norms. Additionally, the insurance benefits
under the Employees‘ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI) have been enhanced to seven lakh rupees.



The provision of minimum insurance benefit of two lakh 50 thousand rupees has been restored and will also
apply retrospectively from 15th of February last year for the next three years.

N S Tomar launches Horticulture CDP to ensure holistic growth of horticulture


Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar virtually launched the Horticulture
Cluster Development Programme (CDP) to ensure holistic growth of horticulture.



The programme aims at growing and developing identified horticulture clusters to make them globally
competitive. In a pilot phase, the programme will be implemented in 12 horticulture clusters out of the total 53
clusters selected for the programme. CDP will benefit about ten lakh farmers and related stakeholders of the
value chain.

The Asia University Rankings 2021: IIT Ropar in top 100, PU slips


The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar, emerged at the 55th spot in the ninth edition of Times
Higher Education (THE) Asia University Rankings 2021 released.



With three Indian institutions in the top 100, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, ranked highest in
the country at 37.



IIT Ropar is placed at 55th rank and IIT Indore at 78th rank among the top 100 universities. Last year, 7 IITs
including Delhi, Bombay and Madras, had decided to boycott the ranking due to lack of ―transparency‖ in
the ranking parameters.



Tsinghua University, China has gained the first position in the Asia university rankings 2021. The second
place is also secured by China‘s Peking University. The third and fifth ranks have been secured by Singapore
varsities. Whereas, University of Hong Kong is at fourth rank.

Languages of Truth by Salman Rushdie


Languages of Truth, comprising his non-fiction from 2003-20. It is divided into four parts: reflections on
interlinked stories and the power of the myth unveiling insights about our existence; essays World Milk Day 2021



The World Milk Day is observed every year on 1 June to recognise the importance of milk as a global food.
The main objective of this day is to focus on activities that are connected to the dairy sector.

Sanctioned Bench Strength of Telangana HC to go up from 24 to 42


Chief Justice of India N. V. Ramana‘s initiative has resulted in fulfilment of a long pending request of the
High Court of Telangana. The Sanctioned Bench Strength will go up from 24 to 42.



The proposal for hike in sanctioned Bench Strength from 24 to 42 has been pending since February 2019. The
pendency of cases have gone up alarmingly to 2.37 lakh.



The increase in sanctioned Bench strength of Telangana High Court, which is one of the biggest in a long
time, will come into effect from June 8, 2021, the date on which Justice Ramana gave his approval. Out of 42
judges, 32 will be permanent judges and 10 will be additional judges while elevations from Bar to be 28 and
from the Judicial Services to be 14.
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The proposal to increase sanctioned Bench strength, in view of the proportionately higher pendency in the State
High Court, has been pending for over two years. The proposal was sent to Union Minister of Law and Justice
by the then Chief Justice of Telangana High Court in February, 2019. The same was endorsed by Chief
Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao.

Education Ministry develops online module for compiling out-of-school children‘s data


The Education Ministry has developed an online module for compiling out-of-school children‘s data
identified by each State and Union Territory and map it with Special Training Centres on the PRABANDH
portal.



Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank has informed that Child-wise information of the identified
out of school children and Special Training Centres for them will be uploaded at block level under the Block
Resource Coordinators.

‗Namaste Yoga‘ mobile App launched in curtain raiser event for 7th International Day of Yoga


‗Namaste Yoga‘ a mobile application was launched in the curtain raiser event for the 7 th International Day of
Yoga.



The event was organised by the Ministry of Ayush in association with the Morarji Desai National Institute of
Yoga. The series has been produced by Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga.

Child labour swells for first time in two decades: UN


The world has marked the first rise in child labour in two decades and the coronavirus crisis threatens to push
millions more youngsters toward the same fate. In a joint report, the International Labour Organization and
the UN children‘s agency UNICEF said the number in child labour stood at 160 million at the start of 2020 -an increase of 8.4 million in four years.



The hike began before the pandemic hit and marks a dramatic reversal of a downward trend that had seen child
labour numbers shrink by 94 million between year 2000 and 2016.

2 New TRIBES India outlets inaugurated at Daman and Silvassa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and
Daman and Diu: the first in the Union Territory


To help the tribal artisans and forest dwellers cope with these unprecedented times, and as a part of its
ongoing initiatives to promote the livelihood of the tribal artisans through marketing and provide support to
tribal produce and products, TRIFED is expanding its retail operations across the country.



In this context, two new outlets were inaugurated at Daman and at Silvassa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli by Shri
Praful Patel, Administrator to the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.

Meghan Markle releases first children‘s book ‗The Bench‘


The first children‘s book by Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, is a multicultural tribute to fatherhood. ―The
Bench,‖ a picture story published by Random House Children‘s Books, celebrates the bond between Meghan‘s
husband Prince Harry and son Archie and fathers and sons in general.



The book‘s jacket describes Meghan, the actor formerly known as Meghan Markle, as ―a mother, wife,
feminist, and activist,‖ committed to ―activating compassion in communities across the world. She currently resides
in her home state of California with her family, two dogs, and a growing flock of rescue chickens.‖ In announcing
―The Bench‖ last month, she said it began as a Father‘s Day poem written a month after Archie‘s birth, in 2019.



Publication of ―The Bench‖ comes four days after the birth of the couple‘s second child, Lilibet ―Lili‖ Diana
Mountbatten-Windsor, named in part for Harry‘s grandmother, Queen Elizabeth II, whose family nickname
is Lilibet, and his late mother, Princess Diana. Meghan was pregnant with Lilibet while working on the book and
the final illustration shows Harry and Archie, now a toddler, at the family‘s chicken coop. Meghan is in the garden
on the opposite page, wearing a sun hat, holding an infant in a sling.
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Meghan and Harry announced last year they were quitting royal duties and moving to North America, their
reasons including the racist attitudes of the British media. In a TV interview in March with Oprah Winfrey, they
described unnervering comments about how dark Archie‘s skin might be before his birth and Meghan talked about
isolation so intense she contemplated suicide.

Delhi, Mumbai first to get mobile CNG filling service


Delhi and Mumbai became the country‘s first cities to get mobile CNG filling service. IGL designed the
mobile refuelling units for Delhi-NCR and Mahanagar Gas Ltd for Mumbai, with Petroleum and Explosive
Safety Organisation as the co-developer for both.



According to the Government these Mobile Refueling Unit (MRU) will help achieve supply of CNG in areas
not yet connected through pipelines or at places where there is scarcity of land parcels to set up conventional
CNG stations. They will ensure round-the-clock and doorstep delivery of CNG at no extra cost. It can store up to
1,500 kg CNG and can fill 150 to 200 vehicles per day.

Tiananmen Square: The Making of a Protest by Vijay Gokhale


The period from 1989-1991 was a historically significant time that continues to shape the world we live in
today. Bookending it were the Tiananmen Square protests, the subject of former Indian foreign secretary and
ambassador to China Vijay Gokhale‘s book. The critical months of April-June 1989 in China have sometimes
been overlooked, but Gokhale makes a convincing case that it is crucial to understand the developments around the
protests because they shaped the China that India and other countries face today.



The author Vijay Gokhale is an illustrious diplomat having recently retired as the Indian foreign secretary. Prior to
that, he was the Indian ambassador to Beijing and is counted among the most astute China experts in the country.

International Day of Yoga: National Ayush Mission organized 12-hour virtual Yoga Session
‗Yogathon‘ in Kerala


Kerala celebrated International Day of Yoga virtually by organizing various events. National Ayush Mission
has organized a 12-hour virtual Yoga Session ‗Yogathon‘ in the state. Quiz competitions and essay competition
on the theme Yoga will also be organized for school students.



The mission also plans to broadcast yoga classes for children in collaboration with the Victer‘s Channel run
by Kerala General Education Department. The Field Outreach Bureau under the ministry of information
and broadcasting also organized webinars and virtual Yoga sessions in connection with the International Yoga
Day.

Bikaner is first city in country to start door-to-door vaccination


Bikaner in Rajasthan has become the first town in the country to start a ―door-to-door‖ vaccination drive in
the ongoing fight against the coronavirus pandemic.



The vaccine van will reach people‘s homes only when a minimum of 10 people register for the getting the shot
against Covid-19, according to the report, so that doses are not wasted.

Clubhouse launches program to support Indian content creators


In a bid to get more Indian creators to adopt the platform, social audio app Clubhouse has expanded its
Clubhouse Creator First accelerator program to cover India.



The program, launched earlier in March globally, aims at supporting creators with the platform, tools, and
resources they need to create content on the platform. Clubhouse, which was initially an iOS-only app, recently
released its Android version.

International Day of Yoga: Culture Ministry to host Yoga drive at 75 cultural places


Culture Ministry celebrated ‗International Day of Yoga‘ this year under the ‗Yoga is an Indian Heritage‘
campaign.
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Yoga Day was celebrated at 75 cultural places in the country, and there will be 45 minutes of Yoga followed
by 30 minutes of cultural program. Four cites in Maharashtra have been selected for this campaign.



These are Aga Khan Palace, Pune, Kanheri Caves, Mumbai, Ellora Caves, Aurangabad, and Old High Court
Building, Nagpur. These four monuments are centrally protected monuments of national importance.

Dr. Harsh Vardhan addresses inaugural ceremony of Global Yoga Conference 2021


Health and Family Welfare Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan has said that the countries around the globe have
recognized the potential benefits that humankind can enjoy by embracing Yoga. Dr. Harsh Vardhan
addressed the inaugural ceremony of Global Yoga Conference 2021.

In a first, exclusive memorial for police dogs


The Kerala Police have dedicated an exclusive memorial and cemetery for the department‘s dogs – probably
the first of its kind in Asia.



The K9 Squad of the Kerala Police has played a valuable role in investigations into many cases including
murders, snatching and burglary. The police dogs are trained at the Kerala Police Academy with the support
of expert trainers. The dogs are also used for security surveillance by the bomb squad.

IIM-Bangalore ranked No. 1 in India, 39th globally


The Post Graduate Programme in Enterprise Management (PGPEM) of the Indian Institute of Management
Bangalore (IIMB) has been ranked the best in India in the latest edition of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS)
Executive MBA (EMBA) rankings. It got a score of 61.8.



The premier B-school was placed 39th globally and was the only institute from India in the top 100 on the list.
In the Asia-Pacific category, it was placed in the 10th position. The rankings consider the career outcomes,
diversity, employer reputation, executive profile and thought leadership.

‗Sakshama‘, COVID helpline for specially abled rolled out in Bengaluru


Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister and state COVID Task Force head Dr C N Ashwatha Narayana rolled out
Sakshama COVID helpline for specially abled in Bengaluru.



This dedicated COVID helpline 0120 690 4999 can be used by specially abled persons to seek the benefits of
Government welfare programmes. The helpline will be of aid to specially abled people for BPL card or even for
job opportunities. The state Government has earmarked four per cent of budget allocation for the welfare of the
specially abled persons.

MoS for Education, Sanjay Dhotre launches NIOS Diploma course in Yogic Science


On the occasion of International Day of Yoga, Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre launched NIOS
Diploma course in Yogic Science. Mr. Dhotre released the self-instructional material of the course. He said yoga
has resulted in creating many employment opportunities.



The Education Ministry has said that the course in Yogic science will help those who pass out of the course to
become a job provider rather than a job seeker.

Ahmedabad: World Monument Fund holds first virtual workshop towards saving SVP Stadium


As part of preserving Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel Stadium in Navrangpura, the World Monument Fund is
drawing a comprehensive conservation management plan with support from Getty Foundation.



The SVP Stadium was put on the World Monument Watch list 2020 by New York-based WMF as an
endangered landmark along with 24 other sites including the Notre Dame Cathedral in Paris.

Odisha government lunched Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine on June 30


Odisha government lunched Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) under the Universal Immunization
Programme on the 30th of this month. It will benefit nearly eight lakh young children in the state annually and
will help reduce the risk of morbidity and mortality due to pneumonia and meningitis.
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Earlier, the state government had sponsored vaccination centres in private hospitals for 18 to 44 years age
group by providing them with a share of the state- procured vaccines. Meanwhile, about 282000 beneficiaries have
been vaccinated against covid-19 in about 1400 session sites across the state.

Rajnath Singh reviews progress of infrastructure development under project Seabird


Defence Minister Rajnath Singh accompanied by the Chief of Naval Staff- Admiral Karambir Singh has
visited the Karwar Naval Base to review the progress of ongoing infrastructure development under project
Seabird. The Minister undertook an aerial survey of the Project area and sites prior to arriving at INS
Kadamba helipad.



Defence Minister received on-site briefings at the shiplift Tower and assessed marine works and other
infrastructure projects at the Naval harbour as part of the phase IIA of Project Seabird.



Project Seabird involves construction of a naval base over an area of 11,169 acres. Phase I comprised
construction of a deep-sea harbour, breakwaters dredging, a township, a naval hospital, a dockyard uplift
centre and a ship lift. It was completed in 2005.



Phase-II of Project Seabird was cleared by the Cabinet Committee on Security in 2012. It envisages
expanding facilities to house additional warships and set up a new Naval Air Station, among other plans.



INS Kadamba is currently the third-largest Indian naval base, and is expected to become the largest naval
base in the eastern hemisphere after completion of expansion Phase II.



The Navy‘s lone aircraft carrier INS Vikramaditya is based at Karwar. The base also has the country‘s first
sealift facility, a unique ―shiplift‖ and transfer system for docking and undocking ships and submarines.

Tamil Nadu to set up five-member Economic Advisory Council


In a bid to revive the State‘s economy, post-pandemic, and turnaround its precarious fiscal position, the Tamil
Nadu government has set up an Economic Advisory Council to the Chief Minister, comprising ‗who is who‘ in
the fields of macro and developmental economics.



The Economic Advisory Council includes world-renowned economists including Nobel Prize-winning US
economist Esther Duflo, former Reserve Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan, former Chief Economic Adviser to
the Central Government Arvind Subramaniam, Professor Jean Dries of the Delhi School of Economics, and former
Finance Secretary to the Union Government S. Narayan will be there.

UNESCO says, Great Barrier Reef should be put on list of World Heritage Sites


The Great Barrier Reef should be put on a list of World Heritage Sites that are in danger due to damage
caused by climate change, says UNESCO.



The UN‘s cultural body says the world‘s biggest coral reef system should be downgraded to the list at a meeting
next month. It has urged Australia to take accelerated action on global warming. But, the Australian
government said it would strongly oppose the recommendation.



The latest row is part of an ongoing dispute between Unesco and the Australian government over the status of the
iconic site. The reef, stretching for 2,300 km off Australia‘s north-east coast, gained World Heritage ranking
in 1981 for its enormous scientific and intrinsic importance.

On World Oceans Day, naturalists unveil Chennai‘s marine biodiversity


From the last quarter of 2020 to the first of 2021, a six-member team of young nauturalists which Madras
Naturalists‘Society honorary secretary G Vijay Kumar dotingly terms ‗Chennai‘s own Ocean‘s Six‘ explored
five biodiversity hotspots: Pulicat Lagoon, Adyar Estuary, Kovalam-Muttukadu Backwaters, OdiyurMudhaliyarkuppam Lagoon, and Kaliveli Lake-Yedaiynthittu Estuary. This tiny group would move around,
splintered into tinier bits of 2s to maintain social distancing.
------------------
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers


The ―International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers‖, May 29, is ―an international day to pay tribute to
all the men and women who have served and continue to serve in United Nations peacekeeping operations for
their high level of professionalism, dedication, and courage and to honor the memory of those who have lost their
lives in the cause of peace.‖ The theme of the International Day of UN Peacekeepers 2021 is ―The road to a
lasting peace: Leveraging the power of youth for peace and security‖.

World No Tobacco Day 2021


The World Health Organization (WHO) observes ‗World No Tobacco Day‘ on May 31 of every year. The
Member States of the World Health Organization created World No Tobacco Day in 1987 to draw global
attention to the tobacco epidemic and the preventable death and disease it causes.



This year, the theme is ‗Quit tobacco to be a winner‘.

World Bicycle Day 3 June


Acknowledging the uniqueness, longevity and versatility of the bicycle, which has been in use for two centuries,
and that it is a simple, affordable, reliable, clean and environmentally fit sustainable means of transportation,
fostering environmental stewardship and health, the General Assembly decided to declare 3 June World Bicycle
Day.

International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression 4 June


On 19 August 1982, at its emergency special session on the question of Palestine, the General Assembly, ―appalled
at the great number of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese children victims of Israel‘s acts of aggression‖, decided to
commemorate 4 June of each year as the International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression.

World Environment Day 5 June


World Environment Day is celebrated on 5 June. The theme of this year‘s World Environment Day is
‗Reimagine. Recreate. Restore.‘ as the year 2021 marks the beginning of the United Nations Decade on
Ecosystem Restoration.

World Food Safety Day 7 June


World Food Safety Day on 7 June aims to draw attention and inspire action to help prevent, detect and
manage foodborne risks, contributing to food security, human health, economic prosperity, agriculture, market
access, tourism and sustainable development.



The World Health Organization (WHO) and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)
jointly facilitate the observance of World Food Safety Day, in collaboration with Member States and other relevant
organizations. The theme of World Food Safety Day 2021 is ―Safe food now for a healthy tomorrow‖.

World Oceans Day


The second fully virtual celebration of United Nations World Oceans Day, on 8 June 2021, will highlight the
theme of The Ocean: Life and Livelihoods.



―The Ocean: Life and Livelihoods‖ is the theme for World Oceans Day 2021, as well as a declaration of
intentions that launches a decade of challenges to get the Sustainable Development Goal 14, ―Conserve and
sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources‖, by 2030.

World Pest Day


Every June 6 is World Pest Day or sometimes called World Pest Awareness Day. The day was created to raise
awareness of how pest management helps preserve the quality of life for you and your loved ones.



It‘s estimated 900-million insects types can be pests. They fall into four different categories based on body types:
1. beetles; 2. flies; 3. moths and butterflies; and 4. ants, bees and wasps.
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International Albinism Awareness Day


International Albinism Awareness Day is celebrated annually on June 13 to celebrate the human rights of
persons with albinism worldwide. ―Strength Beyond All Odds‖ is the theme for this year‘s International
Albinism Awareness Day.



In June 2015, the Human Rights Council appointed Ms. Ikponwosa Ero as the first Independent Expert on the
enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism.

World Blood Donor Day


World Blood Donor Day takes place on 14 June each year. The aim is to raise global awareness of the need for
safe blood and blood products for transfusion and of the critical contribution voluntary, unpaid blood donors make
to national health systems.



For 2021, the World Blood Donor Day slogan will be ―Give blood and keep the world beating‖. The message
highlights the essential contribution blood donors make to keeping the world pulsating by saving lives and
improving others‘ health. The global theme of World Blood Donor Day changes each year in recognition of the
selfless individuals who donate their blood for people unknown to them.

Global Wind Day


Global Wind Day or World Wind Day is a worldwide event that is held on June 15 around the world. The
Global Wind Day is organised by WindEurope and the Global Wind Energy Council (GWEC) and the
national associations. It is a day when wind energy is celebrated, information is exchanged and adults and children
find out about wind energy, its power and the possibilities it holds to change the world.

World Day against Child Labour observed


The World Day Against Child Labour, which is held every year on June 12, is intended to foster the worldwide
movement against child labour. The theme of this year‘s World Day Against Child Labour is: ‗Act now: end
child labour.‘



Ahead of World Day Against Child Labour a report by UNICEF and International Labour Organization
(ILO) said, the number of children in child labour has risen to 160 million worldwide - an increase of 8.4
million children in the last four years. The COVID-19 pandemic has pushed millions on the brink of poverty
and child labour is directly linked to it.

World Day to Combat Desertification and Drought, 17 June


The 2021 Desertification and Drought Day to be held on 17 June will focus on turning degraded land into
healthy land. Restoring degraded land brings economic resilience, creates jobs, raises incomes and increases food
security.



This year‘s theme is ―Restoration.Land.Recovery. We build back better with healthy land‖.

International Day of Family Remittances 16 June


The International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly
and is observed on 16 June. The IDFR recognizes more than 200 million migrant workers, women and men, who
send money home to over 800 million family members.



The theme of IDFR this year is ‗Recovery and resilience through digital and financial inclusion‘.

World Refugee Day 20 June


World Refugee Day is an international day organised every year on 20 June by the United Nations. It is
designed to celebrate and honour refugees from around the world.



The day was first established on 20 June 2001, in recognition of the 50th anniversary of the 1951 Convention
Relating to the Status of Refugees. The theme of World Refugee Day 2021 is ‗Together we heal, learn and
shine‘.

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 88

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021
International Picnic Day


International Picnic Day is celebrated every year on June 18 to encourage everyone to go out and spend an
amazingly easy and stress-free day with their loved ones.

World Crocodile Day


World Crocodile Day is celebrated on 17th June. The day is a global awareness campaign to highlight the plight
of endangered crocodiles and alligators around the world.

June 21 is observed as International Yoga Day


The UN proclaimed June 21 as International Day of Yoga by passing a resolution on December 11, 2014
during the 69th session of the General Assembly.



UN theme for yoga-2021: ―Yoga for well-being‖. The World Health Organisation (WHO) has also asked its
member states to practice Yoga and has included it in its Global Action Plan for physical activity 2018-30.

International Widows‘ Day 23 June


The United Nations observes 23 June as International Widows Day since 2011, to draw attention to the voices
and experiences of widows and to galvanize the unique support that they need. Now more than ever, this day is an
opportunity for action towards achieving full rights and recognition for widows.



The theme for this year‘s International Widow Day is ―Invisible Women, Invisible Problems‖.

International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 26 June


The General Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit
Trafficking as an expression of its determination to strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an
international society free of drug abuse. This year, the theme is ‗Share Facts On Drugs, Save Lives‘.

Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day, 27 June


The General Assembly declared 27 June Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day, to raise public
awareness of their contribution to sustainable development and the global economy.



In 2021, the theme is ―MSME 2021: key to an inclusive and sustainable recovery.‖ That is why the UN will be
hosting a series of events to explore how MSMEs – the backbone of our economies – can be equipped to ensure an
equitable and sustainable post-COVID-19 recovery.

International Day of the Tropics 29 June


The inaugural State of the Tropics Report was launched on 29 June 2014, as the culmination of collaboration
between twelve leading tropical research institutions. The report offers a unique perspective on this increasingly
important region. Marking the anniversary of the report‘s launch the United Nations General Assembly
adopted resolution which declared that 29 June of each year is to be observed as the International Day of the
Tropics.



International Day of the Tropics theme this year, as per the ‗State of the Tropics Report 2021‘ is The Digital
Divide in the Tropics.
------------------
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QUESTIONS
1.

Which of the following state governments also launched Bal-Seva Yojana for the children who lost their parents due to COVID
pandemic recently?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Haryana
(d) Chhattisgarh

2.

India‘s first Covid hospital set up by a local self-government body is to come up in _______.
(a) Kochi
(b) Panaji
(c) Kavaratti
(d) Diu

3.

The war games, dubbed Steadfast Defender 21 was organized by _______.
(a) BRICS
(b) NATO
(c) ASEAN

(d) IMF

4.

Which of the following countries constitutional court declared Assimi Goita serving as Vice President, to be the new interim
President?
(a) Mali
(b) Suriname
(c) Haiti
(d) Fiji

5.

The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the apex body of broadcasters, is being renamed _______.
(a) Indian Broadcasting and Digital Foundation (IBDF)
(b) Indian Broadcasting and Digital Federation (IBDF)
(c) Indian Broadcasters and Digital Fiscal (IBDF)
(d) Indian Broadcasting and Desperate Fiscal (IBDF)

6.

Which of the following Indian institutes along with Australia based Monash University has developed a unique detector named
‗FakeBuster‘ to detect imposters attending a virtual conference without anybody‘s knowledge?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology in Hyderabad
(b) Indian Institute of Technology in Mandi
(c) Indian Institute of Technology Ropar
(d) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

7.

Who won the Belgrade Open title of Men‘s Single in Tennis?
(a) Novak Djokovic
(b) Alex Molcan
(c) Roger Federer

(d) Andy Murray

8.

Name the historian who concluded volume of book on the life and works of Veer Savarkar titled ―Savarkar: A contested
Legacy (1924-1966).
(a) Ajit Parashar
(b) Vikas Anjum
(c) Vikram Sampath
(d) Deepak Ranade

9.

Who has been bestowed with the renowned Rudolf V. Schindler Award from The American Society of Gastrointestinal
Endoscopy (ASGE), one of the apex bodies in the world of GI Endoscopy?
(a) Dr Janardan Shah
(b) Dr Vibhor Gupta
(c) Dr Atul Diwakar
(d) Dr D Nageshwar Reddy

10.

The ―International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers‖ is observed every year on:
(a) May 21
(b) May 23
(c) May 25
(d) May 29

11.

Recently, the World Health Organisation (WHO) announced that B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2 variants of the Covid-19, first
identified in India, have been named as _______ respectively.
(a) ‗Kappa‘ and ‗Delta‘
(b) ‗Lappa‘ and ‗Psi‘
(c) ‗Comma‘ and ‗Sigma‘
(d) ‗Stuff‘ and ‗Trigger‘
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12.

Which of the following Indian fertilizers companies introduced the world‘s first Nano Urea for the farmers?
(a) Krishak Bharati Cooperative Limited
(b) Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited
(c) Gujarat Narmada Valley Fertilizers & Chemicals Limited
(d) Hindustan Fertilizer Corporation Limited

13.

Which of the following IIT‘s has developed a device - AmbiTag that records real-time ambient temperature during the
transportation of perishable products, vaccines and even body organs and blood?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Ropar
(b) Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Mandi
(c) Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Madras
(d) Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Hyderabad

14.

Who won the world‘s first bitcoin chess championship in a thrilling FTX Crypto Cup final?
(a) Alex Tsiparas
(b) Michael Riveria
(c) Magnus Carlsen
(d) Wesley So

15.

Recently, who among the following scaled the tallest peak in the world from the Nepal side, becoming the first blind man in
Asia?
(a) Fiang Ho
(b) Giang Jhau
(c) Siang Yoh
(d) Zhang Hong

16.

Who among the following virtually launched the Horticulture Cluster Development Programme (CDP) to ensure holistic
growth of horticulture?
(a) Dr Harshavardhan
(b) Narendra Singh Tomar
(c) Narendra Modi
(d) Amit Shah

17.

India‘s largest crypto exchange _______ announced the country‘s first NFT marketplace.
(a) WazirX
(b) CoinSwitch
(c) Zebpay
(d) AfterExchange

18.

Name the Indian boxer who won the 91 kg final to clinch gold medal at the Asian Boxing Championships in Dubai recently?
(a) Sumit Kumar
(b) Sanjeet
(c) Amitabh Phogat
(d) Amit Panghal

19.

The World Health Organization (WHO) observes ‗World No Tobacco Day‘ on _______ of every year.
(a) May 21st
(b) May 25th
(c) May 28th
(d) May 31st

20.

Who has been recently elected in International Association of Ultrarunners Council as Asian representative?
(a) Nagraj Adiga
(b) Jalaj Saxena
(c) Vidhut Prakash
(d) Vipul Panghal

21.

Which of the following organizations has become the first organisation in the country to join the One Nation, One Standard
scheme?
(a) Research Designs & Standards Organisation (RDSO), Lucknow
(b) National Rail and Transportation Institute (NRTI), Vadodara
(c) Defence Research and Development Organisation, New Delhi
(d) Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL), Lucknow

22.

Which of the following countries has recently reported the world‘s first case of a human infected with H10N3 avian influenza?
(a) Japan
(b) India
(c) China
(d) South Korea

23.

In a major shift in its population policy, which of the following countries announced that couples may have up to three
children, from the existing limit of two?
(a) Japan
(b) India
(c) China
(d) Singapore
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24.

Recently, the insurance benefits under the Employees‘ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI) have been enhanced to
_______ rupees.
(a) Three lakh
(b) Five lakh
(c) Seven lakh
(d) Nine lakh

25.

Recently, National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval has commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel _______
and dedicated it to the nation for safeguarding maritime interests.
(a) Sahaj
(b) Sajag
(c) Jalaj
(d) Swati

26.

Recently, The Centre has introduced a new system for processing of the Insurance claims provided under _______ Insurance
Scheme for the Health Workers Fighting COVID-19.
(a) Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Package (PMGKP)
(b)Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Programme (PMGKP)
(c) Pradhan Mantri Garib Karyakram Process (PMGKP)
(d) Pradhan Mantri Garib Kausal Protsahan (PMGKP)

27.

What is the name of the twelfth subgenus, or species, of spider cricket identified under the genus Arachnomimus Saussure,
1897?
(a) Amrit
(b) Jayanti
(c) Deepti
(d) Jyoti

28.

Which of the following Indian states has constituted GIFT, which will function on the lines of NITI Aayog to assist, advise and
guide the government in policy making and formulation?
(a) Haryana
(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Goa

29.

Which of the following countries will host Copa America 2021 international men‘s football championship?
(a) Argentina
(b) Chile
(c) Brazil
(d) Italy

30.

The World Milk Day is observed every year on _______ to recognise the importance of milk as a global food.
(a) 31st May
(b) 1st June
(c) 2nd June
(d) 5th June

31.

Who among the following took charge as the chairman of the National Human Rights Commission (NHRC)?
(a) Justice (Retd) Arun Kumar Mishra
(b) Justice (Retd) Mohan Shantanagoudar
(c) Justice (Retd) Abhay Manohar Sapre
(d) Justice (Retd) Deepak Gupta

32.

Recently, who has been elected as Israel‘s 11th President?
(a) Isaac Herzog
(b) Reuven Rivlin
(c) Naftali Bennett

(d) Yair Lapid

World Bicycle Day is celebrated across the world on:
(a) 21st May
(b) 27th May

(d) 3rd June

33.

(c) 1st June

34.

The World Meteorological Organization reported that there is about a 40% chance of the annual average global temperature
temporarily reaching _______ in at least one of the next five years.
(a) 0.5°C
(b) 1.5°C
(c) 2.5°C
(d) 3.5°C

35.

Which of the following stock exchanges has joined hands with Electronics and Computer Software Export Promotion Council
(ESC) to create awareness about the benefits of listing among small businesses and startups?
(a) BSE
(b) India International Exchange
(c) NSE
(d) OTC Exchange of India
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36.

The third rendition of India‘s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Index will be launched by _______.
(a) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(b) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(c) NITI Aayog
(d) Ministry of Finance

37.

The 12th Clean Energy Ministerial (CEM) is organized by _______.
(a) Peru
(b) Chile
(c) Argentina

(d) Mozambique

38.

Who among the following launched Seed Minikit Programme by distributing Seed Minikits, higher yielding varieties of seeds
to farmers?
(a) Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
(b) Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar
(c) Prime Minister Narendra Modi
(d) Vice Chairman, NITI Aayog Dr Rajiv Kumar

39.

Who has been elected president of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB) recently?
(a) Jagjeet Randhawa
(b) Amrita Ahluwalia
(c) Kuljeet Sandhu
(d) Jagjit Pavadia

40.

Which of the following ministries launched short films encapsulating the journeys of the Tokyo-bound Indian athletes to mark
50 days to the Summer Games?
(a) Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports
(b) Ministry of Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions
(c) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(d) Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment

41.

The ‗Languages of Truth: Essays 2003-2020‘ is authored by:
(a) Arundhati Roy
(b) Vikram Kocchar
(c) Salman Rushdie
(d) Chetan Bhagat

42.

The Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Thaawarchand Gehlot launched the _______ project to select, support and
create a one-stop access of elderly care products and services by credible start-ups.
(a) NAHE
(b) SAGE
(c) KAGE
(d) MAGE

43.

Which of the following IIT‘s has developed nano-fibre based oral tablets of Amphotericin B, called as AmB, to treat fungal
infections post COVID treatment?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Hyderabad
(b) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati
(c) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras
(d) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Mandi

44.

Name the first Indian teacher who received the Global Teacher Award has been appointed as an Advisor to the World Bank.
(a) Ranjitsinh Disale
(b) Atul Borkar
(c) Deepak Pingale
(d) Arun Kumar

45.

Which of the following countries hosted the Health Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) countries for a two-day summit?
(a) Britain
(b) Germany
(c) France
(d) Portugal

46.

Which of the following countries won the bid to host the first edition of the FIH Hockey5s World Cups for men and women, to
be played in January 2024?
(a) Oman
(b) Singapore
(c) Pakistan
(d) India
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47.

Which of the following has recently submitted to the Core Group of Secretaries on Disinvestment the finalised names of PSU
banks to be privatised in the current fiscal as part of the disinvestment process?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Reserve Bank of India
(c) Ministry of Finance
(d) SEBI

48.

Name the railway zone which has implemented the Online Payment System for Freight Charges on TMS.
(a) Western Railway zone (b) Southern Railway zone
(c) Northern Railway zone (d) Eastern Railway zone

49.

The International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression is celebrated every year on:
(a) 2nd June
(b) 4th June
(c) 6th June
(d) 8th June

50.

Recently, the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs,
Government of India and Ministry of National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, Government of _______ on cooperation
in the field of Sustainable Urban Development.
(a) Mauritius
(b) Maldives
(c) Seychelles
(d) Sri Lanka

51.

Which of the following states has been ranked as the best state in the country in achieving the targets under Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG) India Index and Dashboard?
(a) Himachal Pradesh
(b) Kerala
(c) Karnataka
(d) Tamil Nadu

52.

Who has become the first French writer to win the International Booker Prize recently?
(a) David Diop
(b) Tom Kurian
(c) Thomson Jonathan
(d) Albert Herber

53.

Which of the following has topped the globally-recognised AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index financial attractiveness ranking
for the third straight year?
(a) Bahrain
(b) Dubai
(c) Paris
(d) London

54.

Which of the following countries has introduced a legislation also known as EAGLE Act to remove the per-country cap on
permanent residency visas, or green cards?
(a) Canada
(b) France
(c) Germany
(d) USA

55.

Recently, The Labour and Employment Ministry constituted an expert group to provide technical inputs and recommendations
on fixation of minimum wages and national floor for minimum wages. Who will chair this group?
(a) Mukund Agarwal
(b) Ajit Mishra
(c) Mahesh Jain
(d) Karthik Dhuli

56.

Trirashmi Buddhist caves also known as Pandav Leni is in:
(a) Nashik
(b) Bhopal
(c) Mangalore

(d) Panaji

Recently, NASA selects 2 missions to study ‗Lost Habitable‘ world of _______.
(a) Jupiter
(b) Venus
(c) Mars

(d) Saturn

57.

58.

According to third edition of the Sustainable Development Goals SDG India Index and Dashboard 2020-21, India‘s overall
SDG score in 2020-21 is _______.
(a) 52
(b) 56
(c) 60
(d) 66

59.

Recently, Anirudh Jagannath passed away. He was the former President and Prime Minister of:
(a) Maldives
(b) Seychelles
(c) Fiji
(d) Mauritius
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60.

Who has been appointed as Chairman of WHO Executive Board?
(a) Dr Patrick Amoth
(b) Dr Alex Cazaria
(c) Dr Rohington Nariman (d) Dr Anthony Waaz

61.

In the recent released ninth edition of Times Higher Education (THE) Asia University Rankings 2021, which of the following
institutes ranked highest in the country?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Ropar
(b) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Madras
(c) Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru
(d) All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS), Delhi

62.

According to Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) released by the Niti Aayog, which is the best performing state in terms of
sex ratio at birth?
(a) Kerala
(b) Jharkhand
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Chhattisgarh

63.

Which of the following has developed the World‘s First Private Digital Court to facilitate speedy resolution of domestic as well
as cross-border disputes under the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism in India?
(a) Jupitice
(b) Justice
(c) Megalark
(d) Allentra

64.

According to estimates from the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO), As much as _______ of the
world‘s agricultural crops are lost to pests each year.
(a) 20 percent
(b) 30 percent
(c) 40 percent
(d) 50 percent

65.

Recently, The International Dairy Federation (IDF) unanimously elected R S Sodhi, managing director GCMMF that sells
_______ branded products in India, to its board during the general assembly held on 1 June.
(a) Dabur
(b) Mother Dairy
(c) Amul
(d) Anik

66.

The Income Tax Department launched its new _______ www.incometax.gov.in.
(a) e-filing portal
(b) e-notifying portal
(c) e-fulfilled portal

(d) e-naming portal

67.

Recently, Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh R K Mathur launched the _______ scheme 2021.
(a) YounTab
(b) YouLab
(c) YounagTab
(d) DerangTab

68.

Recently, Raimona became the sixth national park of:
(a) Chhattisgarh
(b) Jharkhand

(c) Odisha

(d) Assam

World Food Safety Day is observed every year on:
(a) 3rd June
(b) 5th June

(c) 7th June

(d) 9th June

69.

70.

Who won the Empress Earth 2021-22 title, an international title in a virtual contest recently?
(a) Deepa Luthra
(b) Anamika Joshi
(c) Mrinal Kulkarni
(d) Naaz Joshi

71.

Which of the following has become the ―first green industrial city‖ in India to receive a platinum rating under IGBC Green
Cities Rating for existing cities in the industrial cities category?
(a) Kandla Special Economic Zone
(b) Gurugram Special Economic Zone
(c) Noida Special Economic Zone
(d) Surat Special Economic Zone
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72.

Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-100 pilot project in _______ to mark the World Environment Day.
(a) Nagpur
(b) Pune
(c) Bengaluru
(d) Chennai

73.

Recently, Group of Seven (G7), a group of the world‘s richest nations, have reached a landmark deal to back a global
minimum tax of at least _______ on multinational companies.
(a) 7 percent
(b) 12 percent
(c) 15 percent
(d) 20 percent

74.

Recently, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ has approved the release of _______ for States and UTs.
(a) Performing Grade Industry 2019-20
(b) Performance Growth Index 2019-20
(c) Performance Growth Interference 2017-19
(d) Performance Grading Index 2019-20

75.

Recently, India‘s rank has slipped by two places from last year to _______ on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
adopted as a part of the 2030 agenda by 193 United Nations member states in 2015.
(a) 87th
(b) 117th
(c) 126th
(d) 134th

76.

India‘s first electric vehicles-only area‖ will be developed in _______.
(a) Assam
(b) Rajasthan
(c) Gujarat

(d) Uttar Pradesh

77.

Which of the following Indian Navratna Companies has become a signatory to the prestigious United Nations Global
Compact‘s CEO Water Mandate recently?
(a) NTPC Ltd
(b) Coal India Ltd
(c) BHEL
(d) SAIL

78.

Which of the following countries Parliament recently voted in favour of building a 20-billion-kroner ($ 3.3 billion) artificial
island that will house at least 35,000 people who will be connected to downtown by a harbour tunnel and a subway line?
(a) Norway
(b) Finland
(c) Denmark
(d) Ireland

79.

The theme of World Environment Day 2021 is:
(a) ―Noise and Sound pollution‖
(c) ‗Time for Nature‘

(b) ‗Ecosystem Restoration‘
(d) ―Air pollution‖

The United Nations World Oceans Day was on:
(a) 3rd June 2021
(b) 5th June 2021

(c) 8th June 2021

80.

(d) 10th June 2021

81.

Who has been recently elected as the President of the 76th United Nations General Assembly?
(a) Foreign minister of Seychelles Sylvestre Radegonde
(b) Foreign minister of Maldives Abdulla Shahid
(c) Foreign minister of Sri Lanka Dinesh Gunawardena
(d) Foreign minister of Mauritius M Alan Ganoo

82.

Which of the following social networking services will partner with blockchain technology firm Blockstream Mining to build
an open-source, solar-powered bitcoin mining facility in the U.S.?
(a) Facbook
(b) Twitter
(c) Instagram
(d) Google

83.

The Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) will set up India‘s first international maritime services cluster at _______.
(a) Bharuch City
(b) GIFT City
(c) Surat City
(d) Jamnagar City

84.

Recently, India has been elected to the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) for the term 2022-24. The
headquarters of ECOSOC is in:
(a) London
(b) Paris
(c) The Hague
(d) New York
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85.

Recently, InstantPay, India‘s leading open banking platform announced the launch of the InstantPay Cashback Card in
partnership with NPCI and _______.
(a) RBL Bank
(b) YES Bank
(c) ICICI Bank
(d) HDFC Bank

86.

Name the first Indian who was recently elected as a member of International Swimming Federation (FINA) Bureau?
(a) Achyut Jamwal
(b) Vibhuti Narayanan
(c) Virendra Nanavati
(d) Subhankar Chhatterjee

87.

Recently, Indian Oil Corporation Limited has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the _______ government to set up
six petrochemical projects.
(a) Gujarat
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Odisha
(d) Tamil Nadu

88.

Recently, The _______ inducted three indigenously-built advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III that would be used for
maritime reconnaissance and coastal security.
(a) Indian Navy
(b) Indian Air Force
(c) Indian Army
(d) Indian Coast Guard

89.

World Pest Day or sometimes called World Pest Awareness Day is observed every year on:
(a) June 1
(b) June 3
(c) June 6
(d) June 8

90.

Who won Formula One Azerbaijan Grand Prix?
(a) Sergio Perez
(b) Pierre Gasly

(c) Sebastian Vettel

(d) Valterri Bottas

91.

Recently, The President has appointed former IAS officer Anup Chandra Pandey as a/an _______.
(a) Election Commissioner
(b) Information Commissioner
(c) Auditor General
(d) Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog

92.

Who among the following were nominated Rajya Sabha members recently?
(a) Arun Mukherjee and Geeta Chandra
(b) Munmun Sen and Partha Chhaterjee
(c) Mahesh Jethmalani and Swapan Dasgupta
(d) Mithun Chakravorthy and Bipasha Basu

93.

In a landmark move, which of the following countries recently signalled the formal exit of from the 1992 Open Skies arms
control treaty?
(a) Russia
(b) Germany
(c) France
(d) India

94.

Who among the following took charge as Managing Director and CEO of the country‘s leading agri-commodity bourse
National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX)?
(a) Arun Raste
(b) Hitesh Modi
(c) Dibakar Bannerjee
(d) Akshat Mukherjee

95.

Which of the following became India‘s first cities to get mobile CNG filling service recently?
(a) Delhi and Mumbai
(b) Chennai ad Bengaluru
(c) Hyderabad and Lucknow(d) Kolkata and Mysuru

96.

Recently, Bandhan Bank has received RBI nod to re-appoint _______ as its MD and CEO for three years.
(a) Chandra Shekhar Ghosh
(b) Deepak Pradhan
(c) Atul Pednekar
(d) Prabhakar Jha

97.

Recently, The United Nations Security Council voted to give Secretary General Antonio Guterres a second term. Antonio
Guterres is a former Prime Minister of:
(a) Portugal
(b) Finland
(c) Ireland
(d) Sweden
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98.

In the recent Economist Intelligence Unit‘s annual ranking of most liveable cities, which city stands at first position?
(a) New York
(b) Auckland
(c) Canberra
(d) Dhaka

99.

Who among the following Indian footballer has recently surpassed Lionel Messi in international goals?
(a) Ishan Pandita
(b) Shah Abdul Samad
(c) Sunil Chhetri
(d) Rahul Bheke

100.

The second fully virtual celebration of United Nations World Oceans Day is held on:
(a) 5th June
(b) 7th June
(c) 8th June
(d) 11th June

101.

Name the village which has become the first village in India to vaccinate all its adult population against the novel coronavirus.
(a) Weyan
(b) Parinda
(c) Fardapur
(d) Atulyaghar

102.

Which among the following state governments decided to confer awards on lines of Bharat Ratna and Padma awards recently?
(a) Tripura
(b) Sikkim
(c) Meghalaya
(d) Assam

103.

Which of the following is the top ranked Indian University in the QS World University rankings?
(a) IIT Bombay
(b) IISc Bengaluru
(c) AIIMS Delhi
(d) AFMC Pune

104.

Which of the following countries has become the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender?
(a) Ecuador
(b) Chile
(c) Argentina
(d) El Salvador

105.

Chief Justice of India N. V. Ramana‘s initiative has resulted in fulfilment of a long pending request of the High Court of
Telangana. The Sanctioned Bench Strength will go up from 24 to _______.
(a) 30
(b) 36
(c) 42
(d) 48

106.

Recently, The first edition of the two day Arab-India Energy Forum which was held in a virtual format concluded. The Forum
was held under the co-chairship of _______.
(a) India and Saudi Arabia
(b) India and Morocco
(c) India and UAE
(d) India and Oman

107.

Who has been recently re-appointed as RBI Deputy Governor for a period of two years?
(a) B P Kanungo
(b) Mahesh Kumar Jain
(c) M Rajeshwar Rao
(d) Michael Patra

108.

Which of the following Indian state governments has recently notified Dihing Patkai as a National Park?
(a) Sikkim
(b) Nagaland
(c) Assam
(d) Meghalaya

109.

Name the first children‘s book by Meghan, the Duchess of Sussex, which is a multicultural tribute to fatherhood.
(a) The Bench
(b) The Colour
(c) The Forest
(d) The First rain

110.

For the first time, the scientists find X-ray emission from which of the following planets?
(a) Saturn
(b) Uranus
(c) Jupiter
(d) Mars

111.

Recently, Ukhnaa Khurelsukh became the sixth democratically elected president of _______.
(a) Indonesia
(b) Portugal
(c) Mongolia
(d) Siberia

112.

Who has been recently named chef de cabinet by the incoming UN general assembly president, Maldivian foreign minister
Abdulla Shahid?
(a) K Nagaraj Naidu
(b) Atul Pilgaonkar
(c) Bhaskar Chattopadhyay
(d) A Ananthkumar
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113.

Which of the following banks was ranked #1 out of 30 domestic and international banks in India by Forbes in their list of
World‘s Best Banks 2021?
(a) Softbank
(b) DBS
(c) Royal Bank of Scotland (d) Standard Chartered Bank

114.

Recently, _______ has acquired 100% of Payback India, a multi-brand loyalty programme, from American Express and ICICI
Investments Strategic Fund.
(a) BharatPe
(b) PhonePe
(c) Paytm
(d) Google Pay

115.

Which of the following countries built the world‘s first electric Zero-Emission fast ferry?
(a) Finland
(b) Ireland
(c) Norway
(d) Sweden

116.

In a joint report by the International Labour Organization and the UN children‘s agency UNICEF, Child labour _______ for
first time in two decades.
(a) Decreased
(b) Increased
(c) Remained Constant
(d) First Decreased and Then Increased

117.

In a first for India, Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-cell (CAR-T) therapy, a type of gene therapy for blood cancer treatment, was
successfully conducted at Tata Memorial Hospital in Mumbai in collaboration with _______.
(a) IIT Bombay
(b) IIT Madras
(c) IIT Delhi
(d) IIT Kanpur

118.

Who became the first Asian in the world to reach 125 million followers on the social media platform Instagram?
(a) Virat Kohli
(b) Amitabh Bachchan
(c) Narendra Modi
(d) Sheikh Hasina

119.

Who became the first Indian taekwondo athlete to qualify for the Paralympics?
(a) Deepika Mahajan
(b) Anita Pradhan
(c) Aruna Tanwar

(d) Vineeta Singh

The book Tiananmen Square: The Making of a Protest is authored by:
(a) Harshdeep Singla
(b) Vijay Gokhale
(c) Amit Singhal

(d) Mahesh Chandrakant Deshmukh

120.

121.

Alphabet‘s Google was building an undersea cable that would connect the United States, Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina, to
bolster Internet connection capacity between these regions. Name the cable:
(a) Alexandra
(b) Auretd
(c) Firmina
(d) Grafiti

122.

Name the first Union Territory where 2 New TRIBES India outlets inaugurated.
(a) Puducherry
(b) Daman and Diu & Dadra and Nagar Haveli
(c) Andaman & Nicobar Islands
(d) Lakshadweep

123.

Who won the Women‘s Singles French Open title?
(a) Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova
(c) Deepanjala Kurshokh

(b) Barbora Krejcikova
(d) Anatalie Kapov

124.

Recently, Henri Marie Dondra has been named Prime Minister of the _______.
(a) Central African Republic (CAR)
(b) Honduras
(c) Eritrea
(d) Somalia

125.

Who will chair the Grievance Redressal Board of the recently formed Digital Publisher Content Grievances Council
(DPCGC)?
(a) Justice Arun Kumar Mishra
(b) Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri
(c) Justice Kaustubh Acharya
(d) Justice Deepak Misra
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126.

Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and the _______ were elected unopposed to the powerful UN Security Council as nonpermanent members for the 2022-23 term.
(a) United Arab Emirates (b) Oman
(c) Saudi Arabia
(d) Jordan

127.

What is the name of the Indian-origin journalist, along with two contributors won the Pulitzer Prize for innovative investigative
reports that exposed a vast infrastructure of prisons and mass internment camps secretly built by China?
(a) Deepika Luthra
(b) Anjum Yashmin
(c) Megha Rajagopalan
(d) Meenakshi Kaustubh

128.

Recently, Environment minister Gopal Rai inaugurated the Delhi government‘s first _______ at the ITO Nursery to ―grow
plants using modern techniques‖.
(a) Greenhouse
(b) Lighthouse
(c) Amphitheatre
(d) Atlas

129.

International Albinism Awareness Day is observed on:
(a) 9th May
(b) 11th May

(c) 13th May

(d) 15th May

130.

Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has launched _______ for streamlining the sports medicine and rehabilitation
support offered to the athletes.
(a) Central Authority Injury Management System (CAIMS)
(b) Common Athlete Injury Management System (CAIMS)
(c) Central Athlete Intuition Management System (CAIMS)
(d) Central Athlete Injury Management System (CAIMS)

131.

Name the mobile application which was launched in the curtain raiser event for the 7th International Day of Yoga.
(a) ‗Namaste Yoga‘
(b) ‗Welcome Yoga‘
(c) ‗Awagaman Yoga‘
(d) ‗Salaam Yoga‘

132.

Which of the following became first State to use NFC-based eIDs?
(a) Maharashtra
(b) Haryana
(c) Punjab

(d) Uttar Pradesh

133.

Recently, the first meeting of the Joint Working Group on Cyber Security Cooperation between _______ was held virtually.
(a) India and Australia
(b) India and USA
(c) India and France
(d) India and Germany

134.

Recently, The US Senate has approved the historic nomination of Pakistani-American _______ to the District Court in New
Jersey, making him the first Muslim federal judge in the country‘s history.
(a) Zahid Quraishi
(b) Gauhar Khan
(c) Abid Quereshi
(d) Mahtab Jahangiri

135.

Which of the following is India‘s first subscription-based airline?
(a) Maharaja Air
(b) Queen Airlines
(c) Prince Air

(d) Chartered Air

136.

India‘s first official beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) medical drone delivery experiment is scheduled to begin in _______.
(a) Chennai
(b) Bengaluru
(c) New Delhi
(d) Hyderabad

137.

The Education Ministry has developed an online module for compiling out-of-school children‘s data identified by each State
and Union Territory and map it with Special Training Centres on the _______ portal.
(a) SWEEKAAR
(b) PRABANDH
(c) AWAKEN
(d) KARYAKRAM

138.

Who won the women‘s 53 kg freestyle gold at the Poland Ranking Series in Warsaw?
(a) Ritu Phogat
(b) Babita Phogat
(c) Vinesh Phogat
(d) Deepika Phogat
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139.

Who has been appointed as an honorary member of World Health Organisation‘s (WHO) Global Air Pollution and Health Technical Advisory Group (GAPH-TAG)?
(a) Mukesh Sharma
(b) Deepak Agrahari
(c) Amit Vankatesh
(d) Mridul Parashar

140.

World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) is celebrated every year on:
(a) 5th June
(b) 11th June
(c) 13th June

(d) 14th June

141.

Who is the first woman and Central American to be appointed as UNCTAD‘s secretary-general?
(a) Anatolie Marie
(b) Rebecca Grynspan
(c) Mitchelle Rebecca
(d) Gracia Brown

142.

Who was picked for an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire), which is the third-ranking award on the list, in
education for her campaign against period poverty, #FreePeriods?
(a) Mariam Noty
(b) Amika George
(c) Amisha Joseph
(d) Mayanka Charles

143.

Which of the following African countries recently created its account on Indian microblogging platform Koo?
(a) Liberia
(b) Nigeria
(c) Uganda
(d) The Gambia

144.

Which of the following has become the first town in the country to start a ―door-to-door‖ vaccination drive in the ongoing fight
against the coronavirus pandemic?
(a) Bikaner in Rajasthan
(b) Surat in Gujarat
(c) Ambala in Haryana
(d) Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh

145.

Which of the following organizations has recently lauded the Centre‘s Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP)?
(a) United Nations Development Programme
(b) Amnesty International
(c) United Nations General Assembly
(d) UNICEF

146.

Which of the following E-commerce companis has partnered with Telangana government to lead a consortium tasked with the
development and execution of the drone deliveries of medical supplies to remote areas under the ‗Medicines from the Sky‘
project?
(a) Flipkart
(b) Amazon
(c) Paytm
(d) Ebay

147.

Name the first-of-its-kind; credit-led neobank in India that is designed to serve the banking needs of millennial in India and
Southeast Asia?
(a) OREO
(c) FREO
(c) TREO
(d) MERO

148.

India‘s forex reserves crossed the _______ mark for the first time on the back of continued foreign investment flow into the
capital markets.
(a) $400-billion
(b) $500-billion
(c) $600-billion
(d) $800-billion

149.

Global Wind Day or World Wind Day is a worldwide event that is held on _______ around the world.
(a) June 11
(b) June 13
(c) June 15
(d) June 18

150.

Who won the French Open title for the second time recently?
(a) Novak Djokovic
(b) Andy Murray
(c) Roger Federer

151.

(d) Stefanos Tsitsipas

Which of the following Indian states has been ranked the best in the Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index among 28 states in the
country?
(a) Punjab
(b) Haryana
(c) Chhattisgarh
(d) Telangana
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152.

Recently, ‗Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti Abhiyan‘ means free from corona with the help of a youth power campaign will be
launched to make people aware about the COVID pandemic in:
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Haryana
(c) Chhattisgarh
(d) Madhya Pradesh

153.

Name the first-ever chess International Master from the Northeast region?
(a) Shahil Dey
(b) Jeevan Mukhopadhyay (c) Deepak Makhija

(d) Amit Mitra

154.

Recently, The International Cricket Council announced a special edition intake of 10 cricket icons. Name the only Indian
cricketer who included in this list.
(a) Vinoo Mankad
(b) Pankaj Roy
(c) Javagal Srinath
(d) Sunil Joshi

155.

Recently, Naftali Bennett has been appointed as the new Prime Minister of:
(a) Jordan
(b) Israel
(c) Finland

(d) Iceland

156.

Recently, The voters rejected proposals that would have made _______ the first European country to ban synthetic pesticides
following a bitterly fought campaign.
(a) Switzerland
(b) Norway
(c) Finland
(d) Ireland

157.

World Day against Child Labour is observed every year on:
(a) 12th June
(b) 13th June
(c) 15th June

(d) 17th June

158.

Recently, A 15-meter-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family ―Pyrostria laljii‖ has recently been discovered
from the _______ by a team of researchers from India and the Philippines.
(a) Lakshadweep
(b) Andaman Islands
(c) Karnataka
(d) Assam

159.

Which is the first Indian bank to recognise the need for an online claim submission process to make the claim settlement
process easier and faster for dependents of its deceased customers?
(a) Union Bank of India
(b) Central Bank of India (c) Punjab National bank (d) State Bank of India

160.

Which of the following Indian IIT researchers have paved the way for better water management policies in India by using
ecological economics to study the socio-political factors governing ‗Virtual Water Flow‘?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology Madras
(b) Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati
(c) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi
(d) Indian Institute of Technology Hyderabad

161.

The 2021 Desertification and Drought Day is held on _______, which focused on turning degraded land into healthy land.
(a) 12th June
(b) 15th June
(c) 17th June
(d) 20th June

162.

Recently, The 2021 summit of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization which was the 31 st formal meeting of the heads of state
and heads of government of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization was held at _______.
(a) Brussels
(b) London
(c) Paris
(d) Milan

163.

Recently, A documentary on the Sikh tradition of _______ is among the film that won top honour at the 2021 New York Indian
Film Festival (NYIFF).
(a) ‗Seva‘
(b) ‗Saburi‘
(c) ‗Kirthan‘
(d) ‗Bhajan‘

164.

Which of the following IIT‘s has developed a device ‗Jivan Vayu‘ which can be used as a substitute of CPAP machine?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar
(b) Indian Institute of Technology, Mandi
(c) Indian Institute of Technology, Hyderabad
(d) Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati
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165.

The world‘s first ―wooden satellite‖ is preparing to launch this year. WISA Woodsat, a nanosatellite that weighs about
_______ uses a special type of coated plywood (called WISA) for its surface panels.
(a) 0.5 Kilograms
(b) 1 Kilograms
(c) 2 Kilograms
(d) 5 Kilograms

166.

How many banks have come together to form a new company which will use blockchain technology to process inland letters of
credit (LCs) in a first such initiative?
(a) Six
(b) Seven
(c) Twelve
(d) Fifteen

167.

Which of the following has released a Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance?
(a) SIDBI
(b) Reserve Bank of India (c) NABARD
(d) SEBI

168.

Which of the following has for the first time in India introduced Mobile CNG Refuelling Unit at Ajivali near Panvel on old
Mumbai-Pune Highway?
(a) Mumbai Gas Limited
(b) Mahanagar Gas Limited
(c) Brihad Mumbai Gas Limited
(d) Nayanagar Gas Limited

169.

The World Giving Index 2021 report says that India is _______ most charitable country.
(a) 3rd
(b) 5th
(c) 9th
(d) 14th

170.

India‘s Mirabai Chanu has qualified for the Tokyo Olympics in the women‘s 49-kg category. Mirabai Chanu belongs to:
(a) Mizoram
(b) Manipur
(c) Sikkim
(d) Nagaland

171.

Recently, PM Narendra Modi addressed Europe‘s largest digital and start-up event _______.
(a) MahaTech
(b) VivaTech
(c) JalTech
(d) AlvaTech

172.

Name the private person who has been appointed as Counsellor at the level of director in India‘s Permanent Mission in the
World Trade Organization (WTO) by the government.
(a) Deepak Bharadwaj
(b) Amit Dahal
(c) Aashish Chandorkar
(d) Vikas Maharaj

173.

Recently, Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated three Centers of Excellence
established in _______ under the Indo-Israel Agricultural Project.
(a) Kerala
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Karnataka
(d) Tamil Nadu

174.

Name the state owned bank which will be the lead sponsor of National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) or
bad bank with 12 per cent stake in the entity.
(a) Union Bank of India
(b) Punjab National Bank
(c) State Bank of India
(d) Canara Bank

175.

Name the film made by students of Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) which won the ―Outstanding Achievement‖ award at the L‘Age
d‘Or International Art-house Film Festival (LIAFF) recently.
(a) Dhaai Peher
(b) Subah Shaam
(c) Ujala
(d) Khaali Pal

176.

Recently, Hallmarking of gold has been made mandatory in 256 districts. The hallmark will include a _______ code along with
BIS Mark and Purity and delivery voucher to be issued to jewellers for utmost transparency.
(a) three-digit
(b) six-digit
(c) eight-digit
(d) ten-digit

177.

Recently, A three day virtual Conference of BRICS Network Universities on the theme of electric mobility was inaugurated at
_______.
(a) IIT Bombay
(b) IIT Guwahati
(c) IIT Delhi
(d) IIT Madras

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 103

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021
178.

The National Maritime Heritage Complex, a world-class facility is to be developed in the vicinity of the Archaeological Survey
of India site of _______.
(a) Dholavira
(b) Lothal
(c) Mehrangarh
(d) Surkotada

179.

The California-based company has been awarded a contract to design the twin spacecraft for NASA‘s potential _______ Mars
mission.
(a) RED PLANET
(b) POTENTIAL
(c) ACCELARATOR
(d) ESCAPADE

180.

The International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and is observed on
_______.
(a) 12 June
(b) 14 June
(c) 16 June
(d) 18 June

181.

Recently, Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan informed that Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of Tuberculosis-Free India
will be achieved by _______.
(a) 2021
(b) 2023
(c) 2025
(d) 2027

182.

Recently, Government of India released latest version of ―Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India. It has been
published by _______.
(a) Space Application Centre, ISRO, New Delhi
(b) Space Application Centre, ISRO, Mumbai
(c) Space Application Centre, ISRO, Ahmedabad
(d) Space Application Centre, ISRO, Hyderabad

183.

Which among the following has launched a program to support Indian content creators?
(a) Clubhouse
(b) Boathouse
(c) Allhouse
(d) Myth house

184.

Which of the following companies has partnered with The Healthy Indian Project (THIP Media), a company that focuses on
providing verified health-related information in five Indian languages?
(a) Google
(b) Facebook
(c) Amazon
(d) WhatsApp

185.

Recently, India maintained _______ rank on an annual World Competitiveness Index compiled by the Institute for
Management Development (IMD) that examined the impact of COVID-19 on economies around the world this year.
(a) 14th
(b) 25th
(c) 33rd
(d) 43rd

186.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs approved the Deep Ocean mission proposal made by the Ministry of Earth
Sciences (MoES). India has a _______ coastline with nine coastal states and 1,382 islands.
(a) 6,918-km
(b) 7,289-km
(c) 7,517-km
(d) 8,346-km

187.

In the Global Peace Index 2021, which of the following countries has been at the top of the Index?
(a) Ireland
(b) Iceland
(c) Sweden
(d) Finland

188.

In 2021, International Day of Yoga was observed worldwide on _______ of June.
(a) 19th
(b) 21st
(c) 24th

(d) 27th

Who has been recently named as the new Chairman by Microsoft Corp?
(a) John Thompson
(b) Vishal Sikka
(c) Satya Nadella

(d) Matthew Stuward

189.

190.

Recently, Kenneth Kaunda has passed away, he was founding President of which of the following countries?
(a) Liberia
(b) Nigeria
(c) Zambia
(d) Somalia
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191.

The Uttar Pradesh government will set up India‘s first leather park in _______.
(a) Ghaziabad
(b) Hapur
(c) Lucknow

(d) Kanpur

192.

The Indian Naval Ship Trikand, a mission deployed for Anti-Piracy Operations, is participated in the maiden IN EUNAVFOR Joint Naval Exercise in the _______.
(a) Gulf of Mannar
(b) Gulf of Aden
(c) Gulf of Panama
(d) Gulf of Oman

193.

The ‗Sankalp Se Siddhi‘ initiative, also known as _______ was introduced by the central government in line with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi‘s aim to establish a sustainable livelihood for India‘s tribal population.
(a) ‗Mission Van Dhan‘
(b) ‗Prerna Van‘
(c) ‗Mission Van Jan‘
(d) ‗Mission Jungle‘

194.

The Government will identify _______ in North East states lagging behind the most in governance and developmental
parameters.
(a) 4 districts
(b) 6 districts
(c) 8 districts
(d) 10 districts

195.

Recently, The UN General Assembly elected Antonio Guterres to a second term as secretary-general giving him another
_______ at the helm of the 193-member world organization.
(a) Three Years
(b) Four Years
(c) Five Years
(d) Seven Years

196.

Recently, Canada‘s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has nominated Indian-origin Justice _______ to the Supreme Court of
Canada, becoming the first person of colour to be named to the apex court of the country.
(a) Mahmud Jamal
(b) Atul Mahajan
(c) Dibakar Khrtan
(d) Adil Khan

197.

Recently, Japan‘s central bank announced its first investment fund for efforts to address climate change, as the government
works towards its new target of reaching carbon neutrality by _______.
(a) 2025
(b) 2030
(c) 2040
(d) 2050

198.

Who among the following decided to grant in-principle approval to Centrum Financial Services Limited to set up a Small
Finance Bank?
(a) Ministry of Finance
(b) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(c) Reserve Bank of India
(d) State Bank of India

199.

World Refugee Day is an international day organised every year on _______ by the United Nations.
(a) 19th June
(b) 20th June
(c) 23rd June
(d) 25th June

200.

Who among the following became the first person to reach the 300 million followers mark on social media platform
Instagram?
(a) Cristiano Ronaldo
(b) Leonardo Di Caprio
(c) Emma Wattson
(d) Virat Kohli

201.

Which of the following countries hosted a two day summit on Green Hydrogen Initiatives starting involving the BRICS
nations?
(a) South Africa
(b) India
(c) Russia
(d) Brazil

202.

With the introduction of gharials in 1975, which of the following Indian states had become the only state to have all the three
species of the reptile freshwater gharials, muggers and saltwater crocodiles?
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Bihar
(c) Odisha
(d) West Bengal
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203.

Which of the following ministries celebrated ‗International Day of Yoga‘ this year under the ‗Yoga is an Indian Heritage‘
campaign?
(a) Ministry of Culture
(b) Ministry of Jal Shakti (Water)
(c) Ministry of Earth Sciences
(d) Ministry of New and Renewable Energy

204.

Who is the first Indian woman and fourth overall to have a 50+ score and a 4+wicket haul on Test debut?
(a) Tanya Bhatia
(b) Pooja Vastrawarkar
(c) Sneh Rana
(d) Shikha Sharma

205.

The World‘s First True Environmentally-Friendly Mineral Processing Plant is to be set up in _______.
(a) South Korea
(b) Russia
(c) USA
(d) Japan

206.

Which of the following states Police have dedicated an exclusive memorial and cemetery for the department‘s dogs – probably
the first of its kind in Asia?
(a) Karnataka
(b) Kerala
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Uttar Pradesh

207.

According to the recent Bloomberg Billionaire Index, who among the following continues to top Asia‘s rich list?
(a) Mukesh Ambani
(b) Gautam Adani
(c) Shaun Lee
(d) Zhong Shanshan

208.

The National Ayush Mission is organized 12-hour virtual Yoga Session ‗Yogathon‘ in:
(a) Karnataka
(b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Kerala
(d) Andhra Pradesh

209.

International Picnic Day is celebrated every year on _______.
(a) June 13
(b) June 15
(c) June 18

(d) June 20

Yuka Saso is a Filipino professional:
(a) Lawn Tennis Player
(b) Polo Player

(d) Badminton Player

210.

(c) Golf Player

211.

Which of the following states has recently announced a special scheme named as ―Aashirbad‖ to provide financial support to
the orphans, who have lost either their parents, or either of the earning parents or the single parent?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) West Bengal
(c) Odisha
(d) Chhattisgarh

212.

In a bid to strengthen online mode of education amid the Covid-19 pandemic, which of the following state governments
launched e-Pathshala and e-Mulyankana systems for students of Class I to X in the State?
(a) Jharkhand
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Odisha
(d) Bihar

213.

A nationwide _______ awareness campaign was launched to create awareness on Corona vaccination in rural and remote areas
of the country.
(a) ―Jaan Hai To Jahaan Hai‖
(b) ―Jaan Hai To Sansaar Hai‖
(c) ―Be Alert Avoid Corona‖
(d) ―Corona is life taking create positivity‖

214.

Recently, Government announced establishment of _______ Divyangta Khel Kendras in different parts of country.
(a) Three
(b) Five
(c) Seven
(d) Ten

215.

Recently, Ebrahim Raisi won the presidential election of _______.
(a) Tunisia
(b) Iraq
(c) Iran

(d) Somalia

World Crocodile Day is celebrated on _______.
(a) 12th June
(b) 14th June

(d) 19th June

216.
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217.

Which is the only PSU to consistently feature in India‘s Top 50 Best Workplaces in ‗Great Place to Work‘ India ranking?
(a) BHEL
(b) GAIL
(c) NTPC
(d) OIL

218.

The first Indian artiste to accept cryptocurrency instead of actual currency as performance fee is
(a) Yo Yo Honey Singh
(b) Raftaar
(c) Badshah
(d) Kumar Shanu

219.

The 2021 Land for Life Award goes to Familial Forestry of _______.
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Gujarat
(c) Maharashtra

(d) Rajasthan

220.

The Minister of State for Education, Sanjay Dhotre will represent India in the G20 Education Ministers meet. The meeting is
being held in a blended mode under the Chairmanship of _______.
(a) Germany
(b) Italy
(c) USA
(d) Canada

221.

Which of the following states has emerged as a topper in the Life on Land category of the 2020 edition of the Niti Aayog‘s
Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) India Index?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Kerala
(c) Arunachal Pradesh
(d) Andhra Pradesh

222.

Recently, Markets regulator Sebi has reconstituted its Takeover Panel, which looks into the applications seeking exemption
from the mandatory open offer that an acquirer needs to make to minority shareholders. Who is head of this panel?
(a) N Venkatram
(b) Dibakar Sarkar
(c) Aniket Shetty
(d) N K Sodhi

223.

Recently, ‗Sakshama‘, COVID helpline for specially abled rolled out in:
(a) Bihar
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Karnataka

(d) Madhya Pradesh

224.

According to the World Investment Report 2021 by the UN Conference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD), India is
_______ largest recipient of inflows in the world.
(a) First
(b) Second
(c) Fifth
(d) Seventh

225.

Who is the first Swedish Prime Minister to be ousted by a no-confidence motion put forward by the opposition recently?
(a) Stefan Lofven
(b) Alter Tom Luth
(c) Alexander Patra
(d) Thomas Kuttacl

226.

Who among the following became the first Arab woman to win a WTA title?
(a) Ons Jabeur
(b) Kuter Grest
(c) Daria Kasatkina

(d) Gregor Kutre

227.

Recently, Nikol Pashinyan and his Civil Contract Party won a parliamentary election in:
(a) Bulgaria
(b) Armenia
(c) Mongolia
(d) Iceland

228.

Which of the following South American countries assembly to draft a new constitution which will hold its first session on July
4?
(a) Peru
(b) Argentina
(c) Chile
(d) Brazil

229.

The world observed the 7th International Day of Yoga. The main theme for this year is:
(a) Yoga at Home and Yoga with Family
(b) Yoga for Wellness
(c) Yoga Day is Yoga health
(d) Climate Action

230.

Recently, Tamil Nadu to Set Up Five-Member Economic Advisory Council. Who among the following is not member of this
council?
(a) Raghuram Rajan
(b) Amartya Sen
(c) Esther Duflo
(d) Arvind Subramaniam
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231.

Which of the following union territories has mooted a proposal to shift its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala High Court to the
Karnataka High Court?
(a) Puducherry
(b) Chandigarh
(c) Lakshadweep
(d) Andaman and Nicobar Islands

232.

What is the name of the India‘s online platform which runs Covid-19 vaccination drives?
(a) Co-WIN
(b) Co-JAB
(c) Co-Cure
(d) Co-Prevention

233.

India has ranked _______ out of 180 countries in the 2020 Environmental Performance Index (EPI), according to researchers at
Yale and Columbia universities.
(a) 148th
(b) 158th
(c) 168th
(d) 178th

234.

Indian Naval Ships Kochi and Teg along with P8I and MiG 29K aircraft were participated in a Passage Exercise with _______
Navy Carrier Strike Group Ronald Reagan during its transit through Indian Ocean Region.
(a) Japan
(b) Indonesia
(c) UK
(d) US

235.

Dr S Jaishankar is the current union minister of _______.
(a) External Affairs
(b) Home
(c) Defence

(d) Finance

236.

India and _______ have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied
sectors.
(a) Brazil
(b) Chile
(c) France
(d) Fiji

237.

Bharat Biotech Pvt Ltd is headquartered in:
(a) Faridabad
(b) Kolkata

238.

(c) Hyderabad

Anirban Lahiri is associated with which of the following sports?
(a) Tennis
(b) Golf
(c) Hockey

(d) Chennai

(d) Badminton

239.

The Great Barrier Reef should be put on a list of World Heritage Sites that are in danger due to damage caused by climate
change, says UNESCO. The Great Barrier Reef is located in:
(a) Australia
(b) China
(c) USA
(d) Brazil

240.

International Day of Yoga is observed every year on:
(a) June 20
(b) June 21

(c) June 22

(d) June 23

241.

India‘s first e-highway _______ is likely to be completed by mid-2022.
(a) Delhi-Jaipur highway
(b) Shimla-Leh highway
(c) Lucknow- Varanasi highway
(d) Jammu-Chandigarh highway

242.

Recently, The world‘s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant was planted on the outskirts of _______.
(a) Dimapur, Nagaland
(b) Guwahati, Assam
(c) Gangtok, Sikkim
(d) Shillong, Meghalaya

243.

The world‘s first exclusive green rating system is formulated for the upcoming 508.17 km long _______ bullet train corridor the country‘s first high speed rail project.
(a) Mumbai-Ahemdabad (b) Mumbai-Chandigarh
(c) New Delhi-Varanasi
(d) Lucknow- Bhopal

244.

Which of the following companies is making the world‘s first space detergent to enable astronauts wash clothes in space?
(a) Ariel
(b) Tide
(c) Surf Excel
(d) Wheel
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245.

Recently, On the occasion of International Day of Yoga, Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre launched NIOS
Diploma course in _______.
(a) Yogic Science
(b) Tribal Science
(c) Cultural Science
(d) Marathon Science

246.

Which of the following cricket teams won the first-ever World Test Championship at Southampton?
(a) India
(b) England
(c) New Zealand
(d) Australia

247.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has interacted with participants of Toycathon-2021 via video conferencing. Which of the
following union ministries is not involved in launch of Toycathon-2021?
(a) Women and Child Development Ministry
(b) Information and Broadcasting Ministry
(c) Finance Ministry
(d) Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises Ministry

248.

Who has been recently appointed as the first Vice Chancellor of Sports University by the Delhi government?
(a) Deepa Malik
(b) Anju Bobby George
(c) Sania Mirza
(d) Karnam Malleswari

249.

Recently, the world observed 21 June as _______.
(a) International Literacy Day
(c) International Day of Tolerance

250.

251.

(b) International Day of Yoga
(d) International Day of Health

Since 2011 United Nations observes International Widows Day on:
(a) 15th June
(b) 19th June
(c) 23rd June

(d) 27th June

India‘s first maritime arbitration centre is coming up in _______.
(a) Gandhinagar
(b) Bhubaneswar
(c) Ludhiana

(d) Panaji

252.

Recently, International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) has constituted a committee to examine global best
practices in ship financing and leasing. The committee will be chaired by _______.
(a) Vandana Aggarwal
(b) Deepika Luthra
(c) Aditi Mahajan
(d) Jyotika Jha

253.

Which of the following companies is investing in India‘s first world-scale carbon fibre plant for supporting hydrogen and solar
ecosystems?
(a) Tata Motors
(b) Reliance Industries
(c) BHEL
(d) SAIL

254.

Who has recently become the first Indian to be appointed as a judge of the County Court of Victoria (Australia)?
(a) Barrister Pardeep Singh Tiwana
(b) Barrister Sandeep Singh Narwal
(c) Barrister Mahendra Singh Bajwa
(d) Barrister Mahesh Singh Jakaria

255.

Recently, Alstom‘s Coradia iLint, the world‘s first hydrogen fuel cell passenger train, has made its debut on the Railway
Research Institute‘s test track in _______.
(a) Scotland
(b) Poland
(c) Ireland
(d) Switzerland

256.

Which of the following has become the first state in the country to start a genome sequencing facility?
(a) Assam
(b) Rajasthan
(c) Gujarat
(d) Uttar Pradesh

257.

Recently, China operationalised its first fully electrified bullet train in _______.
(a) Pakistan
(b) Afghanistan
(c) Russia
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258.

Recently, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh visited the Karwar Naval Base to review the progress of ongoing infrastructure
development under _______.
(a) Project Seabird
(b) Project Safari
(c) Project Icelander
(d) Project Class

259.

The General Assembly decided to observe _______ as the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.
(a) 23 June
(b) 25 June
(c) 26 June
(d) 28 June

260.

Which of the following state governments launched Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) under the Universal
Immunization Programme?
(a) Assam
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Odisha

261.

Which of the following states is the first rabies-free state in the country?
(a) Goa
(b) Sikkim
(c) Punjab

(d) Haryana

262.

In the recent released India Smart Cities Awards Contest (ISAC) 2020, which of the following states is the top performer
among all Indian states in rankings given by the Centre‘s Smart Cities Mission project?
(a) Assam
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Uttar Pradesh
(d) Haryana

263.

Recently, Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the e-filing portal of Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT),
_______.
(a) ‗itat e-dwar‘
(b) ‗mitat e-diwar‘
(c) ‗itat e-once‘
(d) ‗itat m-vishwas‘

264.

Who is the first foreigner on the Reliance Industries Limited‘s board?
(a) Bill Gates
(b) Yasir Al-Rumayyan
(c) Rashid Al Makhtoum

(d) Mark Zuckerberg

265.

Recently, Online pharmacy startup PharmEasy is acquiring a majority stake in diagnostics chain Thyrocare Technologies.
PharmEasy parent API Holdings signed a definitive agreement to acquire _______ stake in Thyrocare.
(a) 32.6%
(b) 41.7%
(c) 54.3%
(d) 66.1%

266.

Which of the following completed his tenure as Chair of Governing Body of International Labour Organization after holding
the position for the period October 2020 to June 2021?
(a) Farhan Quereshi
(b) Atul Vishwas
(c) Apurva Chandra
(d) Nitesh Bharadwaj

267.

Recently, Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar released LiDAR-based reports mapping out the water requirement
within forest areas in _______ states.
(a) 5
(b) 7
(c) 10
(d) 14

268.

International Day of the Tropics is observed on:
(a) 29th May
(b) 1st June

(c) 19th June

(d) 29th June

269.

Name the Indian who made history in Rome as he became the first swimmer from the country to qualify for the Tokyo
Olympic Games.
(a) Sajan Prakash
(b) Mithilesh Kushwaha
(c) Virat Kapoor
(d) Ishan Dudeja

270.

The Satish Dhawan Space Centre is the country‘s only spaceport operated by the Indian Space Research Organisation. Satish
Dhawan Space Centre is located in:
(a) Maharashtra
(b) Karnataka
(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Tamil Nadu
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271.

272.

India‘s first indigenous aircraft carrier is fast getting ready at the _______.
(a) Mazagon Dock
(b) Cochin Shipyard
(c) Goa Shipyard

(d) Hindustan Shipyard

Who has been named as new UK health secretary in June 2021?
(a) Sajid Javid
(b) Mahesh Jain
(c) Matt Hancock

(d) Thomas Edward

273.

The Indian Naval Ship which is deployed for naval exercises in Africa, Europe in June 2021 is
(a) Indian Naval Ship Vibhor
(b) Indian Naval Ship Siddhant
(c) Indian Naval Ship Tabar
(d) Indian Naval Ship Virupaksha

274.

In the latest edition of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Executive MBA (EMBA) rankings, which of the following IIM‘s has
been ranked the best in India?
(a) Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB)
(b) Indian Institute of Management Lucknow (IIML)
(c) Indian Institute of Management Indore (IIMI)
(d) Indian Institute of Management Ahmadabad (IIMA)

275.

In a maiden move, which of the following forest department patrolling teams will now be equipped with a new device that
detects live electric wires laid in forest areas to poach wild animals?
(a) Vadodara forest department
(b) Alwar forest department
(c) Nagpur forest department
(d) Gurugram forest department

276.

With total donations of $102.4 billion, who among the following topped the 2021 Edelgive Hurun philanthropists of the
century?
(a) Warrren Buffett
(b) Bill Gates
(c) Jamsetji Tata
(d) Mark Zuckerberg

277.

The Indian government currently owns nearly _______ per cent equity in IDBI Bank.
(a) 45%
(b) 49%
(c) 51%
(d) 60%

278.

Name the first woman minister in the last 4 decades in Puducherry who took oath recently.
(a) Palani Chandraprabha (b) Chandira Priyanga
(c) Sugulaxmi Durga
(d) Mahanayika Laxmi.

279.

Name the head of seven-member committee who will study and submit a report on methods to resolve issues pertaining to
safety at sea, coastal security and vessel monitoring systems and illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing.
(a) Manoj Kumar
(b) P. Sahadevan
(c) D. Muthusami
(d) G. K. Luthra

280.

The UN General Assembly declared _______ as Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day.
(a) 21st June
(b) 24th June
(c) 27th June
(d) 30th June
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION
1. b

Uttar Pradesh Government also launched Bal-Seva Yojana for the children who lost their parents due to COVID pandemic.

2. a

Samudrika Hall at Willingdon Island in Kochi will become the country‘s first Covid hospital set up by a local self-government
body.

3. b

The war games, dubbed Steadfast Defender 21, are aimed at simulating the 30-nation military organization‘s response to an
attack on any one of its members. As tensions with Russia simmer, thousands of NATO troops, several warships and dozens of
aircraft are taking part in military exercises stretching across the Atlantic, through Europe and into the Black Sea region.

4. a

Mali‘s constitutional court declared Assimi Goita, the colonel who led a military coup while serving as vice president, to be the
new interim president.

5. a

The Indian Broadcasting Foundation (IBF), the apex body of broadcasters, is being renamed Indian Broadcasting and Digital
Foundation (IBDF)

6. c

The Indian Institute of Technology in Punjab‘s Ropar said that the institute along with Australia based Monash University has
developed a unique detector named ‗FakeBuster‘ to detect imposters attending a virtual conference without anybody‘s
knowledge.

7. a

In Tennis, world number one Novak Djokovic clinched the Belgrade Open title after defeating Slovakia‘s Alex Molcan in
Serbia.

8. c

Historian Vikram Sampath‘s concluding volume on the life and works of Veer Savarkar will hit the stands on July 26, Penguin
Random House India announced on the occasion of 138th birth anniversary of the Hindutva ideologue.

9. d

Dr D Nageshwar Reddy, Chairman, AIG Hospitals has been bestowed with the renowned Rudolf V. Schindler Award from
The American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy (ASGE), one of the apex bodies in the world of GI Endoscopy.

10. d The ―International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers‖, May 29, is ―an international day to pay tribute to all the men and
women who have served and continue to serve in United Nations peacekeeping operations for their high level of
professionalism, dedication, and courage and to honor the memory of those who have lost their lives in the cause of peace.‖
11. a The B.1.617.1 and B.1.617.2 variants of the Covid-19, first identified in India, has been named as ‗Kappa‘ and ‗Delta‘
respectively, the World Health Organisation (WHO) announced as it named various variants of the coronavirus using Greek
alphabets.
12. b Indian Farmers Fertiliser Cooperative Limited (IFFCO) introduced the world‘s first Nano Urea for the farmers. It is easy on the
pocket of farmer and will be effective in increasing farmer‘s income.
13. a Indian Institute of Technology, IIT Ropar in Punjab has developed a device - AmbiTag that records real-time ambient
temperature during the transportation of perishable products, vaccines and even body organs and blood.
14. c Magnus Carlsen is the world‘s first bitcoin chess champion after overcoming Wesley So in a thrilling FTX Crypto Cup final.
15. d Chinese Zhang Hong has scaled the tallest peak in the world from the Nepal side, becoming the first blind man in Asia and the
third in the world to climb Mount Everest.
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16. b Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Narendra Singh Tomar virtually launched the Horticulture Cluster Development
Programme (CDP) to ensure holistic growth of horticulture.
17. a India‘s largest crypto exchange, WazirX, announced the country‘s first NFT marketplace.
18. b Indian heavyweight boxer Sanjeet defeated Olympic silver-medallist Vassiliy Levit in the 91 kg final to clinch gold medal at
the Asian Boxing Championships in Dubai.
19. d The World Health Organization (WHO) observes ‗World No Tobacco Day‘ on May 31 of every year.
20. a India‘s Nagraj Adiga elected in International Association of Ultrarunners Council as Asian representative
21. a Research Designs & Standards Organisation (RDSO), Lucknow has become the first organisation in the country to join the
One Nation, One Standard scheme.
22. c China has reported the world‘s first case of a human infected with H10N3 avian influenza in its eastern province of Jiangsu.
23. c In a major shift in its population policy, China announced that couples may have up to three children, from the existing limit of
two after recent census data showed a dramatic decline in births in the world‘s most populous country.
24. c Additionally, the insurance benefits under the Employees‘ Deposit Linked Insurance Scheme (EDLI) have been enhanced to
seven lakh rupees.
25. b National Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval has commissioned Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel Sajag and
dedicated it to the nation for safeguarding maritime interests.
26. a The Centre has introduced a new system for processing of the Insurance claims provided under Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan
Package (PMGKP) Insurance Scheme for the Health Workers Fighting COVID-19.
27. b Jayanti has become the twelfth subgenus, or species, of cricket identified under the genus Arachnomimus Saussure, 1897.
28. d The State government constituted Goa Institution For Future Transformation (GIFT), which will function on the lines of NITI
Aayog to assist, advise and guide the government in policy making and formulation, implementation, monitoring of sustainable
development goals and evaluation of various development plans, programmes and schemes.
29. c In football, Brazil will host Copa America for the second consecutive time after Colombia and Argentina were stripped of
hosting rights for the tournament.
30. b The World Milk Day is observed every year on 1 June to recognise the importance of milk as a global food.
31. a Justice (Retd) Arun Kumar Mishra took charge as the chairman of the National Human Rights Commission, NHRC in New
Delhi.
32. a Labor Veteran Isaac Herzog has been elected as Israel‘s 11th President.
33. d The General Assembly decided to declare 3 June World Bicycle Day.
34. b The World Meteorological Organization reports that there is about a 40% chance of the annual average global temperature
temporarily reaching 1.5°C in at least one of the next five years
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35. a Leading stock exchange BSE has joined hands with Electronics and Computer Software Export Promotion Council (ESC) to
create awareness about the benefits of listing among small businesses and startups.
36. c The third rendition of India‘s Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) Index will be launched by NITI Aayog on 3rd June, 2021.
37. b The 12th Clean Energy Ministerial, CEM is organized by Chile.
38. b Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar launched Seed Minikit Programme by distributing Seed Minikits, higher yielding
varieties of seeds to farmers.
39. d Jagjit Pavadia, former Narcotics Commissioner of India and a retired officer of the Indian Revenue Service (Customs), has
been elected president of the International Narcotics Control Board (INCB).
40. a The Sports Ministry will launch short films encapsulating the journeys of the Tokyo-bound Indian athletes to mark 50 days to
the Summer Games.
41. c Gathering pieces written between 2003 and 2020, Languages of Truth chronicles Salman Rushdie‘s intellectual engagement
with a period of momentous cultural shifts.
42. b Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Thaawarchand Gehlot will launch the senior care Ageing Growth Engine, SAGE
project to select, support and create a one-stop access of elderly care products and services by credible start-ups.
43. a The Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Hyderabad has developed nano-fibre based oral tablets of Amphotericin B, called as
AmB, to treat fungal infections post COVID treatment. Currently the AmB is available in injectable form.
44. a Ranjitsinh Disale, the first Indian teacher to receive the Global Teacher Award has been appointed by the World Bank as an
Advisor to the World Bank.
45. a Britain hosted the Health Ministers from the Group of Seven (G7) countries in Oxford for a two-day summit.
46. a Oman has beaten India, Pakistan and Singapore to win the bid to host the first edition of the FIH Hockey5s World Cups for
men and women, to be played in January 2024.
47. a Government think tank Niti Aayog has submitted to the Core Group of Secretaries on Disinvestment the finalised names of
PSU banks to be privatised in the current fiscal as part of the disinvestment process.
48. a Indian Railways‘ Western Railway zone has implemented the Online Payment System for Freight Charges on TMS and
Ahmedabad Division of WR has become the first division over entire railways to implement this system.
49. b On 19 August 1982, at its emergency special session on the question of Palestine, the General Assembly, ―appalled at the great
number of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese children victims of Israel‘s acts of aggression‖, decided to commemorate 4 June
of each year as the International Day of Innocent Children Victims of Aggression.
50. b The Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) signed between the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, Government of India
and Ministry of National Planning, Housing and Infrastructure, Government of Maldives on cooperation in the field of
Sustainable Urban Development.
51. b Himachal Pradesh has been ranked as the second best state in the country after Kerala in achieving the targets under
Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) India Index and Dashboard.
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52. a David Diop has become the first French writer to win the International Booker Prize.
53. a Bahrain has topped the globally-recognised AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index financial attractiveness ranking for the third
straight year, leading impressive rankings for MENA capitals – with seven leading MENA cities in the top 16 places.
54. d A legislation to remove the per-country cap on permanent residency visas, or green cards, for the US has been introduced in the
House of Representatives.
55. b The expert group announced has been constituted for a period of three years and is chaired by Ajit Mishra, Director, Institute of
Economic Growth.
56. a Almost two centuries after a British military officer documented the Trirashmi Buddhist caves also known as Pandav Leni in a
hill in Nashik, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has found three more caves in the same area.
57. b NASA has selected two new missions to Venus, Earth‘s nearest planetary neighbor.
58. d According to report, the country‘s overall SDG score has improved by 6 points, from 60 in 2019 to 66 in 2020-21.
59. d Anirudh Jagannath passed away at the age of 91. He has served as both the Prime Minister and President of Mauritius.
60. a Dr Patrick Amoth appointed as Chair of WHO Executive Board.
61. c With three Indian institutions in the top 100, Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, ranked highest in the country at 37.
62. d The best performer in this category was Chhattisgarh, where male-to-female ratio at birth stood at 958 - much above the
national average - the Niti Aayog report further showed.
63. a Chandigarh-based startup Jupitice has developed the World‘s First Private Digital Court to facilitate speedy resolution of
domestic as well as cross-border disputes under the Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) mechanism.
64. c As much as 40 per cent of the world‘s agricultural crops are lost to pests each year.
65. c The International Dairy Federation (IDF) unanimously elected R S Sodhi, managing director, Gujarat Cooperative Milk
Marketing Federation Ltd or GCMMF that sells Amul branded products in India, to its board during the general assembly held
on 1 June.
66. a The Income Tax Department launched its new e-filing portal www.incometax.gov.in. The new e-filing portal is aimed at
providing convenience and a modern, seamless experience to taxpayers.
67. a Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur launched the YounTab scheme 2021, from Leh.
68. d Raimona in Kokrajhar district has become Assam‘s sixth national park. Eastern Assam‘s Dehing Patkai Wildlife Sanctuary,
under stress for unregulated coal mining in the vicinity is in the process of becoming the seventh national park.
69. c World Food Safety Day on 7 June aims to draw attention and inspire action to help prevent, detect and manage foodborne
risks, contributing to food security, human health, economic prosperity, agriculture, market access, tourism and sustainable
development.
70. d Naaz Joshi, a Delhi-based transgender female, won the Empress Earth 2021-22 title, an international title in a virtual contest.
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71. a Kandla Special Economic Zone (KASEZ), the oldest export zone in the country, has become the ―first green industrial city‖ in
India to receive a platinum rating under IGBC Green Cities Rating for existing cities in the industrial cities category.
72. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the E-100 pilot project in Pune to mark the World Environment Day.
73. c Group of Seven (G7), a group of the world‘s richest nations, have reached a landmark deal to back a global minimum tax of at
least 15 percent on multinational companies.
74. d Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ has approved the release of Performance Grading Index 2019-20 for States
and UTs.
75. b India‘s rank has slipped by two places from last year to 117 on the 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) adopted as a
part of the 2030 agenda by 193 United Nations member states in 2015.
76. c The Statue of Unity Area Development and Tourism Governance Authority (SOUADTGA) will develop the ―country‘s first
electric vehicles-only area‖ in Gujarat‘s Kevadia.
77. a NTPC Ltd has become a signatory to the prestigious United Nations Global Compact‘s CEO Water Mandate.
78. c Denmark‘s Parliament voted in favour of building a 20-billion-kroner ($ 3.3 billion) artificial island in Copenhagen that will
house at least 35,000 people who will be connected to downtown by a harbour tunnel and a subway line.
79. b The theme for World Environment Day 2021 is ‗Ecosystem Restoration‘ and Pakistan will be the global host for the day.
80. c The second fully virtual celebration of United Nations World Oceans Day, on 8 June 2021, will highlight the theme of The
Ocean: Life and Livelihoods.
81. b Foreign minister of the Maldives Abdulla Shahid was elected as the President of the 76 th United Nations General Assembly
with an overwhelming three-fourth majority, with143 in favour, 48 against and no abstentions and no invalid votes.
82. b Twitter owner Jack Dorsey‘s payments venture Square announced it will partner with blockchain technology firm Blockstream
Mining to build an open-source, solar-powered bitcoin mining facility in the U.S., aiming to drive adoption and efficiency of
renewables within the bitcoin ecosystem.
83. b Gujarat Maritime Board (GMB) will set up India‘s first international maritime services cluster at Gujarat International Finance
Tec- (GIFT) City.
84. d India has been elected to the United Nations Economic and Social Council, ECOSOC for the term 2022-24. The headquarters
of ECOSOC is in New York.
85. b InstantPay, India‘s leading open banking platform announced the launch of the InstantPay Cashback Card in partnership with
NPCI and YES Bank.
86. c India‘s Virendra Nanavati was elected as a member of International Swimming Federation (FINA) Bureau at the world body‘s
General Congress held in Doha in Qatar. He was elected for the term of 2021-2025.
87. a Indian Oil Corporation Limited has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Gujarat government to set up six
petrochemical projects.
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88. a The Indian Navy inducted three indigenously-built advanced light helicopters ALH MK-III that would be used for maritime
reconnaissance and coastal security.
89. c Every June 6 is World Pest Day or sometimes called World Pest Awareness Day.
90. a In the end, it was Sergio Perez taking a well-earned second win of his Formula One career, his first for Red Bull Honda.
91. a The President has appointed former IAS officer Anup Chandra Pandey as an Election Commissioner.
92. c Mr. Swapan Dasgupta returns to complete his tenure after having resigned ahead of the West Bengal elections where he
contested on the BJP ticket. The other nominated member is senior lawyer Mahesh Jethmalani.
93. a In a landmark move, President Vladimir Putin signed a legislation which signalled the formal exit of Russia from the 1992
Open Skies arms control treaty.
94. a Arun Raste took charge as Managing Director and CEO of the country‘s leading agri-commodity bourse National Commodity
and Derivatives Exchange Limited (NCDEX).
95. a Delhi and Mumbai became the country‘s first cities to get mobile CNG filling service.
96. a Bandhan Bank has received RBI nod to re-appoint Chandra Shekhar Ghosh as its MD and CEO for three years.
97. a The United Nations Security Council voted to give Secretary General Antonio Guterres a second term, with conflict resolution
set to top his agenda at the world body‘s helm. The 72-year-old former Prime Minister of Portugal has held the office since
2017.
98. b COVID-19 has shaken up the Economist Intelligence Unit‘s annual ranking of most liveable cities, propelling Auckland to first
place, replacing Vienna, which crashed out of the top 10 as the island nations of New Zealand, Australia and Japan fared best.
99. c Indian football star Sunil Chhetri has surpassed Lionel Messi in international goals, after scoring both goals in his country‘s 20 win over Bangladesh in Qatar‘s capital Doha.
100. c The second fully virtual celebration of United Nations World Oceans Day, on 8 June 2021, will highlight the theme of The
Ocean: Life and Livelihoods.
101. a Weyan, a village in district Bandipora (J&K) has become the first village in the country, where the entire population above 18
years has been vaccinated.
102. d Apart from the Asom Ratna award, the Assam government has also decided to bestow the ‗Asom Bibhushan‘, ‗Assam
Bhushan‘ and ‗Asom Shree‘ awards each year.
103. a IIT Bombay retains spot as top Indian institution.
104. d El Salvador has become the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender.
105. c The Sanctioned Bench Strength will go up from 24 to 42.
106. b The Forum was held under the co-chairship of India and Morocco.
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107. b Mahesh Kumar Jain re-appointed as RBI Deputy Governor for a period of two years.
108. c Government of Assam has added has notified Dihing Patkai as a National Park.
109. a ―The Bench,‖ a picture story published by Random House Children‘s Books, celebrates the bond between Meghan‘s husband
Prince Harry and son Archie and fathers and sons in general.
110. b Uranus, which is the seventh planet from the sun, is reflecting X-rays.
111. c Former Mongolian Prime Minister Ukhnaa Khurelsukh became the country‘s sixth democratically elected president further
consolidating the power of the ruling Mongolian People‘s Party (MPP) with a landslide victory.
112. a Indian Foreign Service (IFS) officer K Nagaraj Naidu was named chef de cabinet by the incoming UN general assembly
president, Maldivian foreign minister Abdulla Shahid, for the duration of his one-year tenure to lead the world body through its
return to normalcy as countries strive to bring the pandemic under control.
113. b DBS has been named by Forbes in their list of World‘s Best Banks 2021. DBS was ranked #1 out of 30 domestic and
international banks in India for the second consecutive year.
114. a BharatPe has acquired 100% of Payback India, a multi-brand loyalty programme, from American Express and ICICI
Investments Strategic Fund for an undisclosed amount.
115. c Construction commenced in Norway for a fully electric passenger fast ferry, which is being called the first of its kind in the
world.
116. b Child labour swells for first time in two decades.
117. a In a first for India, Chimeric Antigen Receptor T-cell (CAR-T) therapy, a type of gene therapy for blood cancer treatment, was
successfully conducted at the Bone Marrow Transplant unit at the Advanced Centre for Treatment, Research and Education in
Cancer (ACTREC), Tata Memorial Hostpital in Mumbai in collaboration with IIT Bombay.
118. a Indian skipper Virat Kohli recently became the first Asian in the world to reach 125 million followers on the social media
platform Instagram.
119. c India‘s Aruna Tanwar, world No.4 in the women‘s U 49 category, has been awarded a wild card entry for the Tokyo
Paralympic Games 2020.
120. b Tiananmen Square: The Making of a Protest by Vijay Gokhale.
121. c Alphabet‘s Google was building an undersea cable that would connect the United States, Brazil, Uruguay, and Argentina, to
bolster Internet connection capacity between these regions.
122. b In this context, two new outlets were inaugurated at Daman and at Silvassa, Dadra and Nagar Haveli by Shri Praful Patel,
Administrator to the Union Territory of Dadra and Nagar Haveli and Daman and Diu.
123. b Barbora Krejcikova of Czech Republic has won the Women‘s Singles French Open title by defeating 31 st seeded Anastasia
Pavlyuchenkova of Russia.
124. a Henri Marie Dondra has been named prime minister of the Central African Republic (CAR).
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125. b Industry body IAMAI said former Supreme Court judge Justice Arjan Kumar Sikri will chair the Grievance Redressal Board of
the recently formed Digital Publisher Content Grievances Council (DPCGC).
126. a Albania, Brazil, Gabon, Ghana and the United Arab Emirates were elected unopposed to the powerful UN Security Council as
non-permanent members for the 2022-23 term.
127. c Megha Rajagopalan, an Indian-origin journalist, along with two contributors has won the Pulitzer Prize for innovative
investigative reports that exposed a vast infrastructure of prisons and mass internment camps secretly built by China for
detaining hundreds of thousands of Muslims in its restive Xinjiang region.
128. a Environment minister Gopal Rai inaugurated the Delhi government‘s first greenhouse at the ITO Nursery to ―grow plants using
modern techniques‖.
129. c ―Strength Beyond All Odds‖ is the theme for this year‘s International Albinism Awareness Day on 13 May.
130. d Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Kiren Rijiju has launched the Central Athlete Injury Management System (CAIMS) for
streamlining the sports medicine and rehabilitation support offered to the athletes.
131. a ‗Namaste Yoga‘ a mobile application was launched in the curtain raiser event for the 7 th International Day of Yoga.
132. c Punjab Government, keeping pace with the technology around the globe where Electronic Identity Cards (eIDs) have been
introduced in numerous countries, has also initiated the usage of eIDs equipped with Near Field Communication (NFC)
technology for their officers or employees through one of its prominent entity — Punjab Mandi Board.
133. a The first meeting of the Joint Working Group on Cyber Security Cooperation between India and Australia was held virtually.
134. a The US Senate has approved the historic nomination of Pakistani-American Zahid Quraishi to the District Court in New Jersey,
making him the first Muslim federal judge in the country‘s history.
135. c Prince Air will start operating with leather recliner studded featuring all-business-class layout airplanes with 90-100 seats.
136. b India‘s first official beyond visual line of sight (BVLOS) medical drone delivery experiment is scheduled to begin this week in
Gauribidanur, some 80 km from Bengaluru.
137. b The Education Ministry has developed an online module for compiling out-of-school children‘s data identified by each State
and Union Territory and map it with Special Training Centres on the PRABANDH portal.
138. c Tokyo Olympic Games bound wrestler Vinesh Phogat won the women‘s 53 kg freestyle gold with an 8-0 win over Khrystyna
Bereza of Ukraine at the Poland Ranking Series in Warsaw.
139. a Mukesh Sharma, a faculty at IIT Kanpur, has been appointed as an honorary member of World Health Organisation‘s (WHO)
Global Air Pollution and Health - Technical Advisory Group (GAPH-TAG).
140. d Every year countries around the world celebrate World Blood Donor Day (WBDD) on 14 June.
141. b The UN General Assembly approved the nomination of Costa Rican economist Rebecca Grynspan to head the UN agency
promoting trade and development, the first woman and Central American to lead the Geneva-based organisation.
142. b Amika George was picked for an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire), which is the third-ranking award on the
list, in education for her campaign against period poverty, #FreePeriods.
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143. b The Nigerian Government created its account on Indian microblogging platform Koo, days after the African country banned
Twitter.
144. a Bikaner in Rajasthan has become the first town in the country to start a ―door-to-door‖ vaccination drive in the ongoing fight
against the coronavirus pandemic.
145. a The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) has lauded the Centre‘s Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP),
saying that it should serve as a ―best practice‖ for other countries where regional disparities in development status persist for
many reasons.
146. a E-commerce major Flipkart has partnered with Telangana government to lead a consortium tasked with the development and
execution of the drone deliveries of medical supplies to remote areas under the ‗Medicines from the Sky‘ project.
147. b FREO is a first-of-its-kind; credit-led neobank in India that is designed to serve the banking needs of millennial in India and
Southeast Asia. For many of its offerings, the company has partnered with banks to bring new solutions to its customers.
148. c The country‘s forex reserves crossed the $600-billion mark for the first time on the back of continued foreign investment flow
into the capital markets.
149. c Global Wind Day or World Wind Day is a worldwide event that is held on June 15 around the world.
150. a Novak Djokovic fought back from two sets down to beat the Greek fifth seed Stefanos Tsitsipas to win the French Open title
for the second time.
151. b Haryana has been ranked the best in the Anemia Mukt Bharat (AMB) Index among 28 states in the country.
152. d In Madhya Pradesh, ‗Yuva Shakti Corona Mukti Abhiyan‘ means free from corona with the help of a youth power campaign
will be launched to make people aware about the COVID pandemic.
153. a India saw its first-ever chess International Master from the Northeast region with Assam‘s 14-year-old Shahil Dey achieving
the feat.
154. a The International Cricket Council announced a special edition intake of 10 cricket icons – including former India cricketer
Vinoo Mankad – into the ICC Hall of Fame to celebrate the prestigious history of Test cricket.
155. b Israel‘s new Prime Minister Naftali Bennett has vowed to unite the nation frayed by four elections in two years of political
stalemate.
156. a The voters also rejected proposals that would have made Switzerland the first European country to ban synthetic pesticides
following a bitterly fought campaign.
157. a The World Day Against Child Labour, which is held every year on June 12, is intended to foster the worldwide movement
against child labour.
158. b A 15-meter-tall tree that belongs to the genus of the coffee family has recently been discovered from the Andaman Islands by a
team of researchers from India and the Philippines.
159. b In order to make the claim settlement process easier and faster for dependents of its deceased customers, public sector bank
(PSB) Central Bank of India announced that it has introduced an online process for the same.
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160. b Indian Institute of Technology Guwahati (IIT Guwahati) researchers have paved the way for better water management policies
in India.
161. c The 2021 Desertification and Drought Day to be held on 17 June will focus on turning degraded land into healthy land.
162. a The 2021 Brussels summit of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization was the 31st formal meeting of the heads of state and
heads of government of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, held in Brussels, Belgium, on 14 June 2021.
163. a A documentary feature on Mahatma Gandhi, a documentary on the Sikh tradition of ‗Seva‘ and a movie that explores the state
of mind of a married woman during the COVID19 lockdown are among the films that won top honours at the 2021 New York
Indian Film Festival (NYIFF).
164. a Indian Institute of Technology, Ropar has developed a device ‗Jivan Vayu‘ which can be used as a substitute of CPAP
machine.
165. b WISA Woodsat, a nanosatellite that measures 4 by 4 by 4 inches (10 by 10 by 10 centimeters) and weighs about 2.2 lbs. (1
kilogram), uses a special type of coated plywood (called WISA) for its surface panels.
166. d Fifteen banks have come together to form a new company which will use blockchain technology to process inland letters of
credit (LCs) in a first such initiative.
167. b Reserve Bank of India has released a Consultative Document on Regulation of Microfinance.
168. b Mahanagar Gas Limited (MGL), one of the India‘s leading Natural Gas Distribution Companies, has for the first time in India
introduced Mobile CNG Refuelling Unit at Ajivali near Panvel on old Mumbai-Pune Highway.
169. d World Giving Index 2021 report says, India is 14th most charitable country. The COVID-19 pandemic has shown ‗giving‘
trends across the world. Released by the Charities Aid Foundation‘s (CAF), this year‘s survey highlights the impact of
lockdowns on charitable giving.
170. b Manipur lifter is ranked second in the women‘s 49-kg category. As per rules of the IWF, top eight lifters in each of the 14
weight categories, including seven in the women‘s group, are eligible to compete in Tokyo Games.
171. b PM Modi addresses Europe‘s largest digital and start-up event, VivaTech.
172. c The government appointed Aashish Chandorkar, a private person, as Counsellor at the level of director in India‘s Permanent
Mission in the World Trade Organization (WTO), Geneva for a period of three years.
173. c Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar and Chief Minister of Karnataka B S Yediyurappa
jointly inaugurated three Centers of Excellence established in Karnataka under the Indo-Israel Agricultural Project.
174. d State-owned Canara Bank will be the lead sponsor of National Asset Reconstruction Company Limited (NARCL) or bad bank
with 12 per cent stake in the entity.
175. a A film made by students of Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) won the ―Outstanding Achievement‖ award at the L‘Age d‘Or
International Art-house Film Festival (LIAFF).
176. b Hallmarking of gold has been made mandatory in 256 districts. The hallmark will include a six-digit code along with BIS Mark
and Purity and delivery voucher to be issued to jewellers for utmost transparency.
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177. a A three day virtual Conference of BRICS Network Universities on the theme of electric mobility was inaugurated at IIT
Bombay.
178. b National Maritime Heritage Complex, a world-class facility is to be developed in the vicinity of the Archaeological Survey of
India site of Lothal.
179. d The California-based company, which will send a NASA cubesat mission to the moon this fall and aims to launch its own
private life-hunting Venus mission in 2023, has been awarded a contract to design the twin spacecraft for NASA‘s potential
ESCAPADE Mars mission.
180. c The International Day of Family Remittances (IDFR) was adopted by the United Nations General Assembly and is observed on
16 June.
181. c Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of Tuberculosis-Free India will be achieved
by 2025.
182. c The Minister of State released the latest version of ―Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas of India. It has been published
by Space Application Centre, ISRO, Ahmedabad.
183. a Clubhouse launches program to support Indian content creators.
184. b Social media giant Facebook has added its first health-focused fact-checking partner in India.
185. d India maintained 43rd rank on an annual World Competitiveness Index compiled by the Institute for Management Development
(IMD) that examined the impact of COVID-19 on economies around the world this year.
186. c The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi approved the Deep Ocean mission
proposal made by the Ministry of Earth Sciences (MoES). India has a 7,517-km coastline with nine coastal states and 1,382
islands.
187. b Iceland has been top of the Global Peace Index for 13 years while Afghanistan has languished at the bottom for the last four.
188. b International Day of Yoga will be observed worldwide on 21st of June.
189. c Microsoft Corp named Chief Executive Officer Satya Nadella as its new Chairman, in place of John Thompson.
190. c Kenneth Kaunda, Zambia‘s founding president and a champion of African nationalism who spearheaded the fights to end white
minority rule across southern Africa, has died at the age of 97.
191. d The mega leather park project, which will be built in Ramaipur village in Kanpur, will help improve Kanpur‘s position among
the ten largest leather-producing states of the country.
192. b Indian Naval Ship Trikand, a mission deployed for Anti-Piracy Operations, is participated in the maiden IN - EUNAVFOR
Joint Naval Exercise in the Gulf of Aden.
193. a The ‗Sankalp Se Siddhi‘ initiative, also known as ‗Mission Van Dhan‘, was introduced by the central government in line with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s aim to establish a sustainable livelihood for India‘s tribal population.
194. d Government will identify 10 districts in North East states lagging behind the most in governance and developmental
parameters.
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195. c The UN General Assembly elected Antonio Guterres to a second term as secretary-general giving him another five years at the
helm of the 193-member world organization.
196. a Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has nominated Indian-origin Justice Mahmud Jamal to the Supreme Court of Canada, becoming
the first person of colour to be named to the apex court of the country.
197. d Japan‘s central bank announced its first investment fund for efforts to address climate change, as the government works
towards its new target of reaching carbon neutrality by 2050.
198. c Reserve Bank of India (RBI) decided to grant in-principle approval to Centrum Financial Services Limited to set up a Small
Finance Bank.
199. b World Refugee Day is an international day organised every year on 20 June by the United Nations.
200. a Portugal striker Cristiano Ronaldo became the first person to reach the 300 million followers mark on social media platform
Instagram.
201. b India hosted a two day summit on Green Hydrogen Initiatives starting involving the BRICS nations.
202. c With the introduction of gharials in 1975, Odisha had become the only state to have all the three species of the reptile —
freshwater gharials, muggers and saltwater crocodiles.
203. a Culture Ministry celebrated ‗International Day of Yoga‘ this year under the ‗Yoga is an Indian Heritage‘ campaign.
204. c Sneh Rana became the first Indian woman and fourth overall to have both a 50+ score and a 4+wicket haul on Test debut.
205. a World‘s First True Environmentally-Friendly Mineral Processing Plant in Unju, South Korea.
206. b The Kerala Police have dedicated an exclusive memorial and cemetery for the department‘s dogs – probably the first of its kind
in Asia.
207. a Mukesh Ambani, who controls the retail-to-oil conglomerate Reliance Industries Ltd, continues to top Asia‘s rich list with a
net worth of $84 billion, according to the Bloomberg Billionaire Index.
208. c National Ayush Mission will organize a 12-hour virtual Yoga Session ‗Yogathon‘ in the state. Quiz competitions and essay
competition on the theme Yoga will also be organized for school students.
209. c International Picnic Day is celebrated every year on June 18 to encourage everyone to go out and spend an amazingly easy and
stress-free day with their loved ones.
210. c Yuka Saso is a Filipino professional golfer, and won the first ever gold medal for the Philippines in both women‘s individual
and women‘s team event in Asian Games golf competitions.
211. c Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik announced a special scheme to provide financial support to the orphans. The scheme
named as ―Aashirbad‖, is meant to offer financial support to the orphan children, who have lost either their parents, or either of
the earning parents or the single parent.
212. c In a bid to strengthen online mode of education amid the Covid-19 pandemic, the Odisha government launched e-Pathshala and
e-Mulyankana systems for students of Class I to X in the State.
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213. a A nationwide ―Jaan Hai To Jahaan Hai‖ awareness campaign was launched to create awareness on Corona vaccination in rural
and remote areas of the country.
214. b Government announced establishment of five Divyangta Khel Kendras in different parts of country.
215. c Ebrahim Raisi, a hardline judge under US sanctions for human rights abuses, secured a landslide victory in Iran‘s presidential
election.
216. c World Crocodile Day is celebrated on 17th June. The day is a global awareness campaign to highlight the plight of endangered
crocodiles and alligators around the world.
217. c ―NTPC is the only PSU to consistently feature in India‘s Top 50 Best Workplaces.
218. b Rapper Raftaar has become the first Indian artiste to accept cryptocurrency instead of actual currency as performance fee.
219. d This year‘s Land for Life Award goes to Familial Forestry of Rajasthan, India, a unique concept of Shyam Sunder Jyani,
Associate Professor for Sociology at in Rajasthan that relates a tree with a family, making it a green ―family member.‖
220. b The two meetings are being held in a blended mode under the Chairmanship of Italy.
221. c Arunachal Pradesh tops the list with a composite score of 93 per cent, followed by Madhya Pradesh 84 per cent, Odisha 83 per
cent, and Telangana 81 per cent.
222. d The panel, chaired by N K Sodhi, the former chief justice of the high court‘s of Karnataka and Kerala, makes its
recommendations to Sebi on such applications after which the regulator gives an opportunity to concerned parties before
passing an order.
223. c Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister and state COVID Task Force head Dr C N Ashwatha Narayana rolled out Sakshama COVID
helpline for specially abled in Bengaluru.
224. c India received $64 billion in Foreign Direct Investment in 2020, the fifth-largest recipient of inflows in the world.
225. a Sweden‘s parliament ousted Prime Minister Stefan Lofven in a no-confidence vote giving the Social Democrat leader a week
to resign and hand the speaker the job of finding a new government, or call a snap election.
226. a Ons Jabeur became the first Arab woman to win a WTA title when the Tunisian beat Daria Kasatkina of Russia.
227. b Armenia‘s acting Prime Minister, Nikol Pashinyan, and his Civil Contract Party won a parliamentary election with 53.92 per
cent votes.
228. c Chilean President Sebastian Pinera has said the assembly to draft a new constitution will hold its first session on July 4, as the
South American country moves towards replacing its current conservative, dictatorship-era charter.
229. b The world observed the 7th International Day of Yoga. The main theme for this year is - Yoga for Wellness, which is aligned to
the current pre-occupations.
230. b Tamil Nadu to Set Up Five-Member Economic Advisory Council. The Economic Advisory Council includes world-renowned
economists including Nobel Prize-winning US economist Esther Duflo, former Reserve Bank Governor Raghuram Rajan,
former Chief Economic Adviser to the Central Government Arvind Subramaniam, Professor Jean Dries of the Delhi School of
Economics, and former Finance Secretary to the Union Government S. Narayan will be there.

MANTHAN June, 2021

Page : 124

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – June, 2021
231. c The Lakshadweep administration, which has been facing widespread protests from the islands‘ people over some of its
policies, has mooted a proposal to shift its legal jurisdiction from the Kerala High Court to the Karnataka High Court, officials
said.
232. a Over 20 countries from across the world have shown interest in adopting India‘s CoWIN platform to run their own Covid-19
vaccination drives. Online registration began on 1 March via the Aarogya Setu app and Co-WIN (―Winning over COVID-19‖)
website.
233. c India has ranked 168th out of 180 countries in the 2020 Environmental Performance Index (EPI), according to researchers at
Yale and Columbia universities, who say Indias decarbonization agenda needs to accelerate, and the country faces a number of
serious environmental health risks, including poor air quality.
234. d Indian Naval Ships Kochi and Teg along with P8I and MiG 29K aircraft were participated in a Passage Exercise with US Navy
Carrier Strike Group Ronald Reagan during its transit through Indian Ocean Region. The Indian Naval warships along with
aircraft from Indian Navy and Indian Air Force will be engaged in joint multi-domain operations with the Carrier Strike Group.
235. a External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar said it is crucial for international community to press for permanent and
comprehensive ceasefire in Afghanistan to ensure immediate reduction in violence and protection of civilians.
236. d India and Fiji have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for cooperation in the field of agriculture and allied
sectors. It was signed by Union Minister for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar and Fiji‘s Minister of
Agriculture, Waterways & Environment Dr. Mahendra Reddy in a virtual meeting.
237. c On June 19-20, Hyderabad-based biotechnology company Bharat Biotech, that manufactures Covaxin, submitted phase-III
clinical trial data of its vaccine to the Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI). According to this data, Covaxin has shown
77.8% efficacy was approved by the Subject Expert Committee (SEC) under DCGI.
238. b Leading Indian golfer Anirban Lahiri booked his berth to the Tokyo Games as he was placed 60 th in the final Olympic golf
rankings list published.
239. a The Great Barrier Reef should be put on a list of World Heritage Sites that are in danger due to damage caused by climate
change, says UNESCO. The UN‘s cultural body says the world‘s biggest coral reef system should be downgraded to the list at
a meeting next month. The reef, stretching for 2,300 km off Australia‘s north-east coast, gained World Heritage ranking in
1981 for its enormous scientific and intrinsic importance.
240. b The UN proclaimed June 21 as International Day of Yoga by passing a resolution on December 11, 2014 during the 69 th
session of the General Assembly. UN theme for yoga-2021: ―Yoga for well-being‖.
241. a The first stretch where the government is considering rolling out the project is the 200 km-long Delhi-Jaipur highway on the
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, where 20 per cent of the roads will be electrified.
242. b The world‘s first genetically modified (GM) rubber plant was planted on the outskirts of Guwahati, Assam.
243. a The world‘s first exclusive green rating system is formulated for the upcoming 508.17 km long Mumbai-Ahemdabad bullet
train corridor - the country‘s first high speed rail project.
244. b Tide is making the world‘s first space detergent to enable astronauts wash clothes in space. P&G is working on a washing
machine too.
245. a On the occasion of International Day of Yoga, Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre launched NIOS Diploma course
in Yogic Science.
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246. c In Cricket, New Zealand beat India by eight wickets to win the first-ever World Test Championship at Southampton.
247. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi will interact with participants of Toycathon-2021 via video conferencing. Toycathon 2021 was
jointly launched by the Ministry of Education, Women and Child Development Ministry, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises Ministry, Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade, Textile Ministry, Information and
Broadcasting Ministry and all India Council for Technical Education (AICTE).
248. d The Delhi government appointed former Olympic medalist weightlifter Karnam Malleswari as the first Vice Chancellor of
Sports University.
249. b The world observed the 7th International Day of Yoga. The main theme for this year is - Yoga for Wellness, which is aligned to
the current pre-occupations.
250. c The United Nations observes 23 June as International Widows Day since 2011, to draw attention to the voices and experiences
of widows and to galvanize the unique support that they need.
251. a India‘s first maritime arbitration centre is coming up in Gandhinagar.
252. a The committee will be chaired by former Senior Economic Advisor, Vandana Aggarwal.
253. b Reliance Industries is investing in India‘s first world-scale carbon fibre plant for supporting hydrogen and solar ecosystems.
254. a Barrister Pardeep Singh Tiwana has become the first Indian to be appointed as a judge of the County Court of Victoria
(Australia).
255. b Alstom‘s Coradia iLint, the world‘s first hydrogen fuel cell passenger train, has made its debut on the Railway Research
Institute‘s test track in Żmigród, near Wrocław in Poland.
256. b Rajasthan has become the first state in the country to start a genome sequencing facility.
257. d China operationalised its first fully electrified bullet train in the remote Himalayan region of Tibet, connecting the provincial
capital Lhasa with Nyingchi, a strategically located Tibetan border town close to Arunachal Pradesh.
258. a Defence Minister Rajnath Singh accompanied by the Chief of Naval Staff- Admiral Karambir Singh has visited the Karwar
Naval Base to review the progress of ongoing infrastructure development under project Seabird.
259. c The General Assembly decided to observe 26 June as the International Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking as an
expression of its determination to strengthen action and cooperation to achieve the goal of an international society free of drug
abuse.
260. d Odisha government will launch Pneumococcal Conjugate Vaccine (PCV) under the Universal Immunization Programme on the
30th of this month.
261. a Goa has not reported a single rabies case in the last three years, making Goa the first rabies-free state in the country.
262. c Uttar Pradesh is the top performer among all Indian states in rankings given by the Centre‘s Smart Cities Mission project,
followed by Madhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu, the Union government said releasing the results of the India Smart Cities
Awards Contest (ISAC) 2020.
263. a Union Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the e-filing portal of Income Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT), ‗itat e-dwar‘.
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264. b Reliance Industries (RIL) will appoint Yasir Al-Rumayyan, chairman of Saudi Aramco and governor of the Kingdom‘s wealth
fund, to its board as an independent director. He will be the first foreigner on the company‘s board.
265. d Online pharmacy startup PharmEasy is acquiring a majority stake in diagnostics chain Thyrocare Technologies as it looks to
diversify and bolster its testing business. PharmEasy parent API Holdings signed a definitive agreement to acquire a 66.1%
stake in Thyrocare
266. c Labour and Employment Secretary, Apurva Chandra, completed his tenure as Chair of Governing Body of International
Labour Organization after holding the position for the period October 2020 to June 2021.
267. c Union Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar released LiDAR-based reports mapping out the water requirement within
forest areas in 10 states.
268. d The United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution which declared that 29 June of each year is to be observed as the
International Day of the Tropics.
269. a India‘s Sajan Prakash made history in Rome as he became the first swimmer from the country to qualify for the Tokyo
Olympic Games after his outstanding performance in the ongoing Sette Colli Trophy.
270. c Satish Dhawan Space Centre or Sriharikota Range is a rocket launch centre operated by Indian Space Research Organisation. It
is located in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.
271. b India‘s first indigenous aircraft carrier is fast getting ready at the Cochin Shipyard
272. a Sajid Javid named UK health secretary after Matt Hancock quits over controversy.
273. c Indian Naval Ship Tabar commenced her prolonged deployment on June 13.It will visit a number of ports in Africa and Europe
till the end of September.It will also participate in a number of joint exercises with friendly navies.
274. a The Post Graduate Programme in Enterprise Management (PGPEM) of the Indian Institute of Management Bangalore (IIMB)
has been ranked the best in India in the latest edition of the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) Executive MBA (EMBA) rankings. It
got a score of 61.8.
275. c In a maiden move, state forest department patrolling teams will now be equipped with a new device that detects live electric
wires laid in forest areas to poach wild animals. Nagpur forest department to use live wire detectors to check poaching.
276. c With total donations of $102.4 billion, India‘s Jamsetji Tata has topped the 2021 Edelgive Hurun philanthropists of the century.
277. a The government currently owns 45.48 per cent equity in IDBI Bank while Life Insurance Corporation has 49.24 per cent stake
and remaining 5.29 equity is held by public shareholders.
278. b Puducherry got its first woman minister in the last 4 decades with Chandira Priyanga sworn-in.
279. b A seven-member committee, headed by P. Sahadevan, former additional director of fisheries, will study and submit a report on
methods to resolve issues pertaining to safety at sea, coastal security and vessel monitoring systems and illegal, unreported and
unregulated fishing
280. c The General Assembly declared 27 June Micro-, Small and Medium-sized Enterprises Day, to raise public awareness of their
contribution to sustainable development and the global economy.
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