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Preface
Dear Readers,

The ―Current Affairs‖ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our
team to help you cover all the important events of the month for the upcoming exams like Banking, Insurance, CLAT,
MBA etc. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere
efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfil aspirations.

Happy Reading!

Best Wishes
Team CL
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
National

25th edition of the Malabar Exercise held in the Pacific Ocean


Navies of the four member nations of the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, or the Quad — India, the United
States, Japan, and Australia — were participated in the 25th edition of the Malabar Exercise, which began
off the coast of Guam in the Pacific Ocean.



Malabar, which began as a bilateral exercise, is now one of the cornerstones of military interoperability of
the Quad forces, and Chief of Defence Staff General Bipin Rawat said that the Quad‘s charter is to ensure
freedom of navigation for all nations.



Malabar is a multilateral war-gaming naval exercise that was started in 1992. It began as a bilateral
exercise between the navies of India and the United States. Two more editions of the exercise were carried out
in 1995 and 1996, after which there was a break until 2002 in the aftermath of India‘s nuclear tests. From
2002 onward, the exercise has been conducted every year. Japan and Australia first participated in 2007,
and since 2014, India, the US and Japan have participated in the exercise every year.



Japan joined the naval exercise in 2015 as a permanent member, and Malabar became a trilateral exercise.
But last year was an important milestone. For the first time in over a decade, the exercise saw the
participation of all four Quad members. It was the second time that Australia participated in the Malabar
series of Naval exercises.



The Malabar exercise is aimed to support free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific and remain committed to a
rules based international order. Malabar 2021 is the first joint maritime exercise within the framework of
Quad in the Western Pacific and apparently aims to frighten China. It is being hosted by the US.

The 12th Edition of Indo-Russia joint military Exercise INDRA was held at Volgograd, Russia in August 2021.
The exercise was entailed conduct of counter terror operations under the United Nations mandate by a joint
force against international terror groups. The INDRA series of exercises began in 2003 and was conducted as a
bilateral naval exercise alternately between the two countries. However, the first joint Tri-Services Exercise was
conducted in 2017. The last joint, tri-services exercise between India and Russia was conducted in India in
December 2019. It was held simultaneously at Babina (near Jhansi), Pune, and Goa. Other Exercises with Quad
Countries: India- Japan: JIMEX (naval exercise), SHINYUU Maitri (air force exercise), and Dharma Guardian
(military exercise). India-US: Yudha Abhyas (Army), Vajra Prahar (Military), Spitting Cobra, SANGAM, RED
FLAG, COPE INDIA. India-Australia: AUSINDEX (Maritime), AUSTRA HIND, Pitch Black, Passage Exercises
(PASSEX).

BrahMos Aerospace proposes facility in Lucknow for next-gen missile project


India‘s premier defense establishment, ‗Defence Research and Development Organization, (DRDO)‘ will
produce the BrahMos next generation missile in Lucknow under the Uttar Pradesh Defense Industrial
Corridor in the near future. Welcoming the initiative of DRDO, the Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh has assured
to provide all the facilities including land required for this project.
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The BrahMos supersonic cruise missile is being designed, developed and produced by BrahMos Aerospace,
a joint venture between DRDO, Government of India and NPOM, Russia. Presently it is being used by the
Indian Army, Navy and Air Force.



The facility comes under the aerospace firm‘s expansion for the BrahMos Next Generation (BrahMos-NG)
Missile project. The establishment of the facility will make UP an aerospace and defence hub of India as it
will bring in niche technologies. It will also put Lucknow prominently on the world map as a manufacturing hub
for top-notch technologies, the statement said.



The plant would come up with an approximate investment of Rs. 300 crore and provide direct employment to
500 engineers and technical staff. Besides, around 10,000 people will get indirect employment. In three years, the
plant will have the capacity to manufacture 100 BrahMos missiles.



According to BrahMos Aerospace, the company has a production facility in Hyderabad, Nagpur and Pilani.
It was formed on February 12, 1998, as a joint venture between DRDO and joint stock company ‗Military
Industrial Consortium‘ of Russia.



According to government officials, the proposal also mentioned about the order of 400 BrahMos missiles
(worth Rs. 8000 crore) by the Indian Air Force. The company wants to execute this order at its proposed
manufacturing unit in Lucknow. At the Lucknow unit, BrahMos Aerospace will also execute its export orders
in future.



The Defence Corridor has six nodes, including Aligarh, Agra, Jhansi, Chitrakoot, Kanpur and Lucknow.
On February 21, 2018, Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced the Rs. 20,000 crore Defence
Industrial Corridor in Bundelkhand region, which was considered as one of the most backward regions of UP.

The BrahMos (designated PJ-10) is a medium-range ramjet supersonic cruise missile that can be launched from
submarine, ships, aircraft, or land. It is the fastest supersonic cruise missile in the world. It is a joint venture
between the Russian Federation‘s NPO Mashinostroyeniya and India‘s Defence Research and Development
Organisation (DRDO), who together have formed BrahMos Aerospace. It is based on the Russian P-800 Oniks
cruise missile and other similar sea-skimming Russian cruise missile technology. The name BrahMos is a
portmanteau formed from the names of two rivers, the Brahmaputra of India and the Moskva of Russia. It is the
world‘s fastest anti-ship cruise missile in operation.

India elected to Council of Administration at 27th UPU Congress in Abidjan


India has been elected to the Council of Administration (CA) at 27th Universal Postal Union (UPU)
Congress in Abidjan. India with 134 votes got highest votes in CA elections from South Asia and Oceania
region. India was also elected with 106 votes out of 156 countries to the Postal Operations Council (POC) at
the 27th UPU Congress in Abidjan.



External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar has said India‘s election to the Council of Administration and
the Postal Operations Council of Universal Postal Union is noteworthy. In a tweet, the Minister congratulated
External Affairs Ministry team and said they will work with all to strengthen cooperation in the Universal Postal
Union.

Established in 1874, the Universal Postal Union (UPU), with its headquarters in the Swiss capital Berne, is the
second oldest international organization worldwide. With its 192 member countries, the UPU is the primary
forum for cooperation between postal sector players. It helps to ensure a truly universal network of up-to-date
products and services. The Council of Administration (CA) consists of 41 member countries and meets annually
at UPU headquarters in Berne. The Council ensures the continuity of the UPU‘s work between Congresses,
supervises its activities and studies regulatory, administrative, legislative and legal issues.

Govt to launch special incentive scheme to support 75 start-ups


Government will soon launch a Special Incentives scheme to support 75 Start-Ups in areas of Telemedicine,
Digital Health and Artificial Intelligence to coincide with the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.



The scheme will be launched by the Biotechnology Industry Research Assistance Council, BIRAC, a Public
Sector Enterprise under the Department of Biotechnology.
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BIRAC has been promoting and supporting new ventures under the Startup India and Make in India
programmes in the areas of Biotechnology ecosystem growth. The BIRAC has lent funding support of over
two thousand 128 crore rupees to more than one thousand 500 Startups, and Small and Medium-sized enterprises.

Azadi Ka Amrut Mahotsav is a series of events to be organised by the Government of India to commemorate the
75th Anniversary of India‘s Independence. The Mahotsav will be celebrated as a Jan-Utsav in the spirit of JanBhagidari throughout the length and breadth of the country. The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi flagged off
the ‗Padyatra‘ (Freedom March) from Sabarmati Ashram, Ahmedabad and inaugurated the curtain raiser
activities of the ‗Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav‘ (India@75). Addressing the gathering at Sabarmati Ashram, the Prime
Minister stated that the launch of the ‗Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav‘ 75 weeks before 15 August 2022 will continue
till 15 August, 2023. The Prime Minister reiterated five pillars i.e. Freedom Struggle, Ideas at 75, Achievements
at 75, Actions at 75 and Resolves at 75 as guiding force for moving forward keeping dreams and duties as
inspiration. The Prime Minister asserted that Azadi Amrit Mahotsav means elixir of energy of independence. It
means elixir of inspirations of the warriors of freedom struggle; elixir of new ideas and pledges and nectar of
Aatmnirbharta.

Rajnath Singh commissioned indigenously built Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha


Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has commissioned indigenously built Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha in
Chennai. Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha is the seventh in the series of Offshore Patrol Vessels, OPV.



The ship will be based in Visakhapatnam, Andhra Pradesh and operate on the eastern seaboard under the
Operational and Administrative Control of the Commander, Coast Guard Region (East).



The 98-meter OPV, with a complement of 11 officers and 110 sailors, has been designed and built
indigenously by Larsen and Toubro Ship Building Limited. It is fitted with advanced technology radars,
navigation and communication equipment, sensors and machinery capable of operating in tropical sea conditions.



The ship is also equipped with integrated bridge system, integrated platform management system, automated
power management system and high-power external fire-fighting system. Vigraha is seventh in the series of
OPVs, starting from ‗Vikram‘, ‗Vijay‘, ‗Veer‘, ‗Varaha‘, ‗Varad‘ and ‗Vajra‘.



It is fitted with advanced technology radars, navigation and communication equipment, sensors and
machinery capable of operating in tropical sea conditions. The vessel is armed with a 40/60 Bofors gun and
fitted with two 12.7 mm Stabilised Remote Control Gun with fire control system.

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is a maritime law enforcement and search and rescue agency of India with
jurisdiction over its territorial waters including its contiguous zone and exclusive economic zone. The Indian
Coast Guard was formally established on 1 February 1977 by the Coast Guard Act, 1978 of the Parliament. It
operates under the Ministry of Defence. Krishnaswamy Natarajan is the current Director General of ICG.

India hosted International Climate Summit 2020-21 on Sep 3, 2021


India hosted a key conference as part of the International Climate Summit (ICS) 2020-21. The aim is to
build a dialogue for India‘s transition to clean energy. ICS 2021 is an initiative by the PHD Chamber of
Commerce and Industry‘s Environment Committee, that has partnered with Invest India. It is one of the
world‘s most awarded investment promotion agencies and a co-organiser for the hybrid event held.



Prime Minister Modi, while announcing the hydrogen policy, said that India aims to become a global hub for
green hydrogen production and exports. The conference intends to discuss strategies to power India‘s budding
hydrogen ecosystem, among other agendas. The summit allows worldwide collaboration in establishing
sustainable routes for production, storage, transportation, distribution, and ambitious deployment of
hydrogen technologies by 2040, with the goal of moving towards a cleaner, greener, and more sustainable future.



Deepak Bagla, Managing Director and CEO, Invest India, said, ―Our Prime Minister, Narendra Modi has set the
objective to reduce the emissions intensity of GDP by 33% - 35% below the 2005 levels and increase the
share of non-fossil fuel to 40% by 2030 during COP 21.



India is on its way to achieving the set targets and is the only country among the G-20 nations to be on
track to meet its climate change mitigation commitments made in 2015 under the Paris Climate
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Agreement. The International Climate Summit 2021 on the theme of Green Hydrogen would be a marquee
event bringing together investors, policy makers, technology players and academia leaders and bring us one step
closer to our aim of a sustainable and green India.‖


The International Climate Summit 2021 is supported by the Government of Norway as the Partner
Country. In addition, 40 leading organisations, including Reliance Industries Limited, Hindustan Zinc Ltd,
ONGC Ltd, Indian Oil Corporation Ltd, GAIL (India) Ltd, Nayara Energy Limited, Bharat Oman Refineries Ltd,
OIL India Ltd etc, have confirmed their support as sponsors of the summit.



The summit will position India as a leader in the field of renewable energy, specifically Green Hydrogen. In
addition, the event will offer a platform for deliberating on India‘s issues with hydrogen introduction and adoption
as a preferred alternative energy source.

Hydrogen when produced by electrolysis using renewable energy is known as Green Hydrogen which has no
carbon footprint. During the budget speech in February 2021, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
announced the launch of the Hydrogen Energy Mission to produce hydrogen from renewable sources. Recently,
India and the US have set up a task force under the aegis of the Strategic Clean Energy Partnership (SCEP) to
mobilise finance and speed up green energy development. Green hydrogen energy is vital for India to meet its
Nationally Determined Contribution (INDC) Targets and ensure regional and national energy security, access and
availability. Grey Hydrogen is hydrogen produced using fossil fuels such as natural gas. Unfortunately this
accounts from roughly 95% of the hydrogen produced in the world today.

Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurates Web Portal for registrations of units under New Central
Sector Scheme 2021 for J&K


Home Minister Amit Shah inaugurated the Web Portal for registrations of units under the New Central
Sector Scheme 2021 for Jammu and Kashmir. In Jammu and Kashmir and investment of more than 50
thousand crore rupees is now expected to take place.



This on-line portal has been designed and developed for effective implementation of the scheme in
transparent manner and with the objective of ease of doing business. He said that the new industrial policy is
the fulfilment of Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s promise after revocation of Article 370 and 35A and that
the Centre aims to create a new horizon for the overall development of the Union Territory.



The minister said that the government will provide financial assistance and subsidy for the already existing
industry in J&K and that as part of the Rs 80,000 crore package announced by the PM, 96% of the central
money has already been provided. ―Article 370 was the biggest roadblock in the development of the union
territory. A new environment was created after August 5 2019, when it was revoked,‖ Amit Shah said.
J&K Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha said that there is a paradigm shift in the region and an
environment has been created for industrial development and foreign investments. ―Because of the
environment created in the state, by June-July more than 10 lakh visitors came to the state and we are
expecting Rs 50,000 crore in investments and working for the creation of 10 lakh jobs,‖ Manoj Sinha said.



Jammu and Kashmir is a region administered by India as a union territory and consisting of the southern
portion of the larger Kashmir region, which has been the subject of a dispute between India and Pakistan since
1947, and between India and China since 1962. The Line of Control separates Jammu and Kashmir from
the Pakistani-administered territories of Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan in the west and north. It lies to the
north of the Indian states of Himachal Pradesh and Punjab and to the west of Ladakh. Provisions for the
formation of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir were contained within the Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganisation Act, 2019, which was passed by both houses of the Parliament of India in August 2019. The act
re-constituted the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories, Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh, with effect from 31 October 2019. On 5 August 2019, the President of India issued a presidential order,
namely, The Constitution (Application to Jammu and Kashmir) Order, 2019 under Article 370 making all the
provisions of Constitution of India applicable to the State of Jammu and Kashmir and this has rendered the
Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir infructuous from that date. Now the Constitution of India is applicable to
Jammu and Kashmir, like all other states and union territories of India. Girish Chandra Murmu was the
Inaugural Lieutenant Governor of the Union Territory of J & K till 6 August 2020.
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Petroleum Minister visited Russia to participate in 6th EEF Summit in Vladivostok


Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri led an official and business delegation to Russia to participate in
the 6th Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) Summit in Vladivostok. Mr Puri was present at the EEF Summit
during Prime Minister‘s address. It may be recalled that Prime Minister Narendra Modi was the Chief Guest at the
EEF in 2019.



This was the first overseas visit of Minister Mr Puri since the assumption of the office as the Minister of
Petroleum and Natural Gas. Prime Minister Narendra Modi virtually addressed the Plenary Session of the
EEF Summit, in which President of Russia Vladimir Putin was present. The PM highlighted the importance
of India-Russia relations and potential areas of cooperation in line with the ‗Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership‘.

EEF was established by the decree of the President of the Russian Federation in the year 2015. It takes place
each year in Vladivostok, a city in Russia. It serves as a platform for the discussion of key issues in the world
economy, regional integration, and the development of new industrial and technological sectors, as well as of the
global challenges facing Russia and other nations.

India virtually hosts 8th meeting of agriculture experts of BIMSTEC countries


India hosted the 8th Meeting of Agriculture Experts of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical
and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Countries virtually. Experts of Agricultural Ministries from
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Myanmar and Thailand participated in the meeting.



The BIMSTEC Member States appreciated the greater engagement of India offering six slots of scholarships
each for Master and PhD programmes in agriculture and its other initiatives for capacity development and
training including the development of seed sectors.



The cooperation in the areas of high impact transboundary diseases of livestock and poultry; aquatic animal
diseases and bio-security in aquaculture and digitalization to promote precision farming was also discussed in the
meeting.

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is an
international organisation of seven South Asian and Southeast Asian nations, housing 1.73 billion people and
having a combined gross domestic product of $3.8 trillion (2021). The BIMSTEC member states –
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka, and Thailand– are among the countries dependent on
the Bay of Bengal. Fourteen priority sectors of cooperation have been identified and several BIMSTEC centres
have been established to focus on those sectors. A BIMSTEC free trade agreement is under negotiation (c. 2018), also
referred to as the mini SAARC. Leadership is rotated in alphabetical order of country names. The permanent
secretariat is in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

Indian Army to participate in Multilateral Exercise ZAPAD, 2021 in Russia


A 200 personnel contingent of Indian Army will participate in Exercise ZAPAD, 2021, a Multi Nation
exercise being held at Nizhniy, Russia. Ministry of Defence said that Exercise ZAPAD is one of the theatre
level exercises of Russian Armed Forces and will focus primarily on operations against terrorists.



Over a dozen countries from Eurasian and South Asian Region will participate in this signature event. The
exercise aims to enhance military and strategic ties amongst the participating nations while they plan and
execute this exercise. The Ministry said that the NAGA Battalion group participating in the exercise will
feature an all Arms combined task force.



The Indian Contingent has been put through a strenuous training schedule which encompasses all facets of
conventional operations including mechanised, airborne and heliborne, counter-terrorism, combat
conditioning and firing.

The Indian Army is the land-based branch and the largest component of the Indian Armed Forces. The
President of India is the Supreme Commander of the Indian Army, and its professional head is the Chief of Army
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Staff (COAS), who is a four-star general. Two officers have been conferred with the rank of field marshal, a five-star
rank, which is a ceremonial position of great honour. The Indian Army originated from the armies of the East
India Company, which eventually became the British Indian Army, and the armies of the princely states, which
were merged into the national army after independence. General Bipin Rawat is the first and current Chief of
Defence Staff (CDS) of India. General Manoj Mukund Naravane is the current and 28th Chief of the Army Staff
(COAS).

India, Kazakhstan joint military exercise ‗KAZIND-21‘ begins


The India – Kazakhstan joint military exercise KAZIND-21 commenced at Training Node Aisha Bibi,
Kazakhstan. This is the 5th Edition of Annual bilateral joint exercise of both Armies and will continue till
10th of September. The fourth edition of the exercise was held at Pithoragarh, India in September 2019.



Defence Ministry said, the contingent comprises 120 troops from Kazakhstan and 90 soldiers from the
Indian Army. Both the contingents will share their expertise and skills in the field of counter-terror
operations.



The validation exercise will be a test bed for the soldiers of both Armies as they would be undergoing challenges
of actual operations in such scenarios. This exercise will provide impetus to the ever growing military and
diplomatic ties between the two nations. The joint exercise also reflects the strong resolve of both nations to
counter terrorism and will to stand shoulder to shoulder to combat the same.

Kazakhstan is a country in Central Asia, it has borders with Russia in the north, China in the east,
and Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan in the south. The capital is Nur-Sultan, formerly known as
Astana. Kazakhstan is the world‘s largest landlocked country, and the ninth-largest in the world. Kassym-Jomart
Kemeluly Tokayev has been serving as the President of Kazakhstan since 20 March 2019. The tenge is the
currency of Kazakhstan.

Union Ministers launch Yoga Break Mobile Application as part of ‗Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav‘


As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations to commemorate 75 th Year of Independence, Union Minister
of Ayush Sarbananda Sonowal, along with Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju, Jitendra Singh, Meenakshi Lekhi
and Dr. Munjpara Mahendrabhai launched the Yoga Break (Y-Break) mobile application in New Delhi.



The concept of Yoga Break is relevant to working professionals across the world. It has been carefully developed
by eminent experts under a tested protocol. About 600 participants including eminent Yoga Practitioners,
Scholars, Policy Makers, Bureaucrats, Yoga Enthusiasts and Experts of Allied Sciences participated in the launch
of the App.

The International Day of Yoga has been celebrated annually on 21 June since 2015, following its inception in
the United Nations General Assembly in 2014. Yoga is a physical, mental and spiritual practice which originated
in India. The Indian Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, in his UN address in 2014, had suggested the date of 21
June, as it is the longest day of the year in the Northern Hemisphere and shares a special significance in many
parts of the world.

INS Tabar takes part in Maiden Maritime Partnership Exercise with Algerian Navy


As part of her ongoing goodwill visit to Europe and Africa, INS Tabar took part in the Maiden Maritime
Partnership Exercise with Algerian Navy.



The landmark exercise, held off the Algerian coast, saw participation of a frontline Algerian Naval Ship
ANS Ezzadjer. As part of the exercise, diverse activities including coordinated maneuvering, communication
procedures and steam past were undertaken between the Indian and Algerian warships.



The exercise enabled the two navies to understand the concept of operations followed by each other,
enhanced interoperability and opened the possibility of increasing interaction and collaboration in the
future.

MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 9

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021
INS Tabar is the third of the Talwar-class frigate of the Indian Navy. The frigate was commissioned on 19 April
2004 in Kaliningrad, Russia with Captain (later Vice Admiral) Biswajit Dasgupta. The current Commanding
Officer (CO) of INS Tabar is Captain Mahesh Mangipudi.

Maharashtra Government to set up ‗Rajiv Gandhi Science City‘ in Pune


Maharashtra Cabinet has decided to set up a Science City in Pune. The complex will be known as ‗Bharat
Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science City‘ in Pimpri- Chinchwad Municipal Corporation in Pune.



The project, named Bharat Ratna Rajiv Gandhi Science Invention City, aims to promote scientific temper
among students in Maharashtra and train them to effectively use science and technology to address society‘s
problems. The project is estimated to cost Rs 190 crore.



Pune was selected for this proposed world-class city as the city has many national-level scientific and
research institutions recognised by the Department of Science and Technology, Department of
Biotechnology and Ministry of Defence.



After the state government has announced the IT Awards in the name of Rajiv Gandhi and earlier, Assam
Cabinet decided to rename Rajiv Gandhi National Park as Orang National Park, now the Maharashtra
Chief Minister Uddhav Thackrey has decided to set up Science City after Rajiv Gandhi‘s name.

Maharashtra is India‘s second-most populous state and third-largest state by area. Nagpur is Maharashtra‘s
second capital and hosts the winter session of the state legislature. Pune is its cultural capital. Shiv Sena
President Uddhav Thackeray takes oath as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra. Uddhav Thackeray is the first of
his family to be the chief minister of Maharashtra. His father Bal Thackeray founded the Shiv Sena over five
decades ago. Bhagat Singh Koshyari is serving as the current Governor of Maharashtra.

Ladakh adopts State animal and bird


Ladakh adopted two endangered species, snow leopard and black-necked crane, as State animal and State
bird, two years after it was carved out as a separate Union Territory (UT) from the erstwhile State of J&K.



Snow leopards (Panthera uncia) act as an indicator of the health of the mountain ecosystem in which they
live, due to their position as the top predator in the food web. Hemis National Park is the biggest national
park in India and also has a good presence of Snow Leopard.



The black-necked crane (Grus nigricollis), also known as Tibetan crane, is a large bird and medium-sized
crane. Both the sexes are almost of the same size but male is slightly bigger than female. A conspicuous red
crown adorns the head.



The high altitude wetlands of the Tibetan plateau, Sichuan (China), and eastern Ladakh (India) are the
main breeding ground of the species; the birds spend winter at lower altitudes. In Bhutan and Arunachal
Pradesh, it only comes during the winters.

Ladakh was established as a Union Territory (UT) of India on 31 st October 2019, following the enactment of the
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganization Act. Before that, it was part of the Jammu and Kashmir state. It is the largest
and the second least populous union territory of India. It extends from the Siachen Glacier in the Karakoram
Range to the north to the main Great Himalayas to the south. The eastern end, consisting of the uninhabited
Aksai Chin Plains, is claimed by the Indian Government as part of Ladakh, and has been under Chinese control
since 1962. The largest town in Ladakh is Leh, followed by Kargil, each of which headquarters a district.
Earlier, in 2020 Indian and Chinese troops were engaged in a temporary and short duration face-off along the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) at Naku La (Sikkim) and near Pangong Tso Lake (Eastern Ladakh). However,
recently India and China have agreed in principle to disengage at a key patrol point in eastern Ladakh. Radha
Krishna Mathur is serving as the 1st Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh. He retired as the Chief Information
Commissioner of India (CIC) in November 2018.
MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 10

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021
Arunachal Pradesh launches two schemes for development of agriculture & horticulture


Arunachal Pradesh government has launched two ambitious schemes, one in agriculture sector called
‗AtmaNirbhar Krishi Yojna‘ and the other for horticulture named ‗AtmaNirbhar Bagwani Yojna‘. The
schemes are part of the AtmaNirbhar program announced during the Budget session. After launching the
schemes in Itanagar, Chief Minister Pema Khandu said that the schemes will immensely benefit farmers
and Self Help Groups (SHGs) across the state, and appealed all to get in touch with their respective district
administrations to get the details and avail the schemes.

Arunachal Pradesh (―land of dawn-lit mountains‖) is a state in Northeast India. It borders the states
of Assam and Nagaland to the south. It shares international borders with Bhutan in the west, Myanmar in the
east, and a disputed border with China in the north at the McMahon Line. Itanagar is the state capital of
Arunachal Pradesh. B. D. Mishra is a former brigadier of the Indian Army. He is the present governor.

India Pavilion in Expo-2020 Dubai to start on October 1


The India Pavilion in Expo-2020 Dubai starting on 1st of October is set to showcase a resurgent India‘s
march to becoming a five Trillion dollar economy in the post-COVID world.



The Pavilion which is a technology marvel will not only capture the vibrant Indian culture and its past but
also the capabilities and opportunities that it presents as a global economic hub to the domestic as well as the
foreign investors.



As India celebrates 75 years of its independence, the India Pavilion will mirror the celebrations of Amrit
Mahotsav, which was launched by the Prime Minister and will bring to the world the New India through many
activities and cultural extravaganza.



The zones are identified based on 11 primary themes – Climate and Biodiversity, Space, Urban and Rural
Development, Tolerance and Inclusivity, Golden Jubilee, Knowledge and Learning, Travel and
Connectivity, Global Goals, Health and Wellness, Food Agriculture and Livelihoods and Water.

Gujarat to host 12th Defence Expo-2022 in Gandhinagar


The Gujarat Government will host 12th Defence Expo-2022 in Gandhinagar next year. This was announced
by Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani after meeting with Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Kevadiya.



According to official sources, the Memorandum of Understanding has been signed between the Department of
Defence Production and Gujarat Government in this regard. About 100 countries are expected to participate
in this biannual event. Defence Expo-2022 will be held in Gandhinagar from 10th to 13th March next year.



Chief Minister Vijay Rupani said that the state is the best investment destination and after the Defence Expo2022, it will be the top investment destination in the Defence sector also. He said that Dholera Special
Investment Region has potential of becoming the best destination for Defence Equipment Production Units.



Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has said that the Defence Expo-2022 will focus on making India Defence
manufacturing hub. He said that our aim is to move from Make in India to make for the world.

Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a longest coastline of India 1,600 km (990 mi). Its capital
city is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business
district promoted by the Government of Gujarat through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India‘s first
operational smart city in the Ahmedabad and international financial services centre. Acharya Devvrat is
Governor of Gujarat and Vijay Rupani is the current Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gujarat has become the first
state to implement newly-introduced 10 per cent reservations in government jobs and higher education for the
economically weaker sections in the general category and followed by Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.

Mansukh Mandaviya participates in G-20 Health Ministers Meeting 2021 hosted by Italy


Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya participated in G-20 Health Ministers Meeting 2021 hosted by
Italian Presidency on the theme – People, Planet and Prosperity. He shared India‘s response to monitor
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Global Health Impact of COVID19 pandemic with a detailed assessment of its consequences in implementing
Sustainable Development Goals, SDGs.


Mr Mandaviya said that he invited the UK Health Minister for a visit to India and discussed a roadmap for a
new health dialogue between the two countries. He added that UK appreciated India‘s management of COVID
and congratulated on administering first COVID19 vaccine dose to more than half the population of the country.



In a tweet, Mr Mandaviya also said that he had an excellent discussion with Minister of Health for Brazil
Marcelo Queiroga for better cooperation in healthcare. They also talked about One Health and the
introduction of Nano-Urea for better results. During the interaction, Mr Mandaviya offered India‘s full
support to aid Brazil‘s fight against TB.

The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an intergovernmental forum comprising 19 countries and the European Union
(EU). It works to address major issues related to the global economy, such as international financial stability,
climate change mitigation, and sustainable development. The G20 is composed of most of the world‘s largest
economies, including both industrialized and developing nations. As of 2021 there are 20 members of the group:
Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, the European Union, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Italy, Japan,
Mexico, Russia, Saudi Arabia, South Africa, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Spain
is a permanent guest invitee.

World Coconut Day


Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare celebrated World Coconut Day to commemorate the
foundation day of the International Coconut Community, an inter-governmental organization of coconut
producing countries under the aegis of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific, UN-ESCAP. Speaking on this occasion, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said, India has
made great progress in the field of coconut and it is at the fore in production and productivity and ranks
third in the world.



He said, the production of coconut in the country stood at 21 thousand 207 million nuts during 2020-21,
which is 34 per cent of the global production. Every year, September 2, 2021, is observed as World Coconut
Day. This day is celebrated to emphasize and raise awareness about the importance as well as benefits of
coconuts. Coconut, also known as ‗Nariyal‘ in Hindi, is one of the most loved and versatile fruits.



The theme for the 23 rd World Coconut Day celebrations this year is Building a safe, inclusive resilient and
sustainable coconut community amid COVID-19 pandemic and beyond.

Centre signs tripartite Karbi Anglong agreement, announces funds for development


The Centre signed the tripartite Karbi Anglong agreement promising to fulfil all the conditions for
development of the Karbi people within the stipulated time. The agreement was signed in the presence of
Union Home Minister Amit Shah, Union Minister of Shipping and Waterways, Assam chief minister
Himanta Biswa Sarma and the representatives of Karbi Anglong Autonomous Council in New Delhi.



The agreement mainly promised to invest ₹1,000 crore by the Assam government for development of the
Karbi Anglong area in the next five years, provide reservation for the people of Karbi for the first time,
rehabilitation for the surrendered militants, setting up of Karbi Welfare Council by the Assam government,
supplementing resources of Karbi Autonomous Council by augmenting consolidated fund of the state,
along with protection of their language and culture etc.



Referring to previous agreements, Shah said that they had signed the Bodoland Peace Accord (Assam), Bru
Rehabilitation Agreement and National Liberation Front of Tripura (Tripura) and 80 per cent of the
conditions mentioned in those agreements have been fulfilled.



A total of 1,040 militants of five militant groups surrendered along with their weapons during an event at
Guwahati in Assam on February 25. The five groups are Karbi Longri NC Hills Liberation Front (KLNLF),
People‘s Democratic Council of Karbi Longri (PDCK), Kuki Liberation Front (KLF), United Peoples Liberation
Army (UPLA) and Karbi People‘s Liberation Tiger (KPLT).
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A major ethnic community of Assam – Karbis are dotted by many factions, and marked by ethnic violence,
killings, abductions, taxation since the late 1980s.

Jagdish Mukhi is the current Governor of Assam and Assam is known for Assam tea and Assam silk. Dispur is
the capital of the state of Assam. Guwahati is the largest city of Assam and Northeastern India. Himanta Biswa
Sarma is current the Chief Minister of Assam. In 1874, on the formation of Assam as the Chief Commissioner‘s
Province, it was chosen as the headquarters of the new administration because of its convenient location between
the Brahmaputra and Surma valleys and more so because the climate of Shillong was much cooler than tropical
India. Shillong remained the capital of undivided Assam until the creation of the new state of Meghalaya on 21
January 1972, when Shillong became the capital of Meghalaya, and Assam moved its capital to Dispur in Guwahati.

11-member delegation led by Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar met Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to press the demand for a caste-based census


Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar along with a 10-member all-party delegation from the state met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi to press the demand for a caste-based census. The Centre had informed the Lok
Sabha in July that it would not enumerate caste-wise population, except those for the SCs and STs.



The issue of a caste-based census has been a longstanding demand of the political parties in Bihar. The Bihar
legislature had twice unanimously passed resolutions for the caste-based census in 2019 and 2020. On both
the occasions, all BJP MLAs had also voted in support of a caste based census.



Every Census in independent India from 1951 to 2011 has published data on Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, but not on other castes. Before that, every Census until 1931 had data on caste. However,
in 1941, caste-based data was collected but not published. Caste Census is under the administrative control
of Ministry of Home Affairs: Registrar General and Census Commissioner of India.

The Socio Economic and Caste Census 2011 (SECC) was conducted for the 2011 Census of India. SECC 2011 is
also the first paperless census in India conducted on hand-held electronic devices by the government in 640
districts. With an approved cost of Rs 4,893.60 crore, the SECC was conducted by the Ministry of Rural
Development in rural areas and the Ministry of Housing & Urban Poverty Alleviation in urban areas. The
SECC data excluding caste data was finalised and published by the two ministries in 2016. SECC 2011 was the
first caste-based census since 1931 Census of India, and it was launched on 29 June 2011 from the Sankhola
village of Hazemara block in West Tripura district. The difference between Census and SECC: The Census
provides a portrait of the Indian population, while the SECC is a tool to identify beneficiaries of state support.
Since the Census falls under the Census Act of 1948, all data are considered confidential, whereas according to
the SECC website, ―all the personal information given in the SECC is open for use by Government departments
to grant and/or restrict benefits to households.‖ Caste Census 2011 – Major Findings: 1. The number of
households in India – 24.49 Crore, 17.97 crores live in villages. 2. 10.74 crore households are considered
deprived. 3. Approximately 30% of households in rural areas are landless and they majorly get their income
from manual labour. 5. 48% of the rural population is female.

Bilateral exercise – AUSINDEX between Indian Navy & Royal Australian Navy begins


The bilateral exercise – AUSINDEX between Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy commenced in
Australia. This edition of exercise includes complex surface, sub-surface and air operations between ships,
submarines, helicopters and Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft.



The participating Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt are the latest indigenously designed and built
Guided Missile Stealth Frigate and Anti-Submarine Corvette. The exercise will provide an opportunity for
both Navies to further bolster inter-operability, gain from best practices and develop a common
understanding of procedures for Maritime Security Operations. AUSINDEX started in 2015 as a bilateral
maritime exercise between India and Australia.
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Australia is the largest country in Oceania and the world‘s sixth-largest country by total area. Australia‘s capital
is Canberra, and its largest city is Sydney. Elizabeth II is the Head of the Commonwealth and queen regnant of
seven independent Commonwealth countries: the United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South
Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon. Scott Morrison is the current Prime Minister of Australia. The Australian dollar
is the currency of Australia.

28th edition of Singapore-India Maritime bilateral exercise ‗SIMBEX‘ concludes


The three-day long 28th edition of Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise SIMBEX concluded. The
Indian Navy was represented by Guided Missile Destroyer INS Ranvijay with a ship borne helicopter,
ASW Corvette INS Kiltan and Guided Missile Corvette INS Kora and one P8I Long Range Maritime
Patrol Aircraft.



Participants from the Republic of Singapore Navy included one Formidable Class Frigate, RSS Steadfast,
embarked with an S-70B naval helicopter, one Victory Class Missile Corvette, RSS Vigour, one Archer Class
Submarine and one Fokker-50 Maritime Patrol Aircraft.



Four F-16 fighter aircraft of the Republic of Singapore Air Force also participated in the exercise during the
Air Defence Drills. Initiated in 1994, SIMBEX is the Indian Navy‘s longest uninterrupted bilateral maritime
exercise with any foreign navy.



This year‘s edition of SIMBEX was also a special occasion as it takes place during the ongoing celebrations
of the 75th year of India‘s independence. The success of SIMBEX-2021 is yet another demonstration of the
mutual resolve on both sides to strengthen the bilateral partnership further in the years ahead.



Owing to the ongoing pandemic-related constraints, this year‘s SIMBEX was planned without any physical
interactions as an at-sea only exercise hosted by the Republic of Singapore Navy in the southern fringes of
the South China Sea.



Defence Ministry said, India-Singapore Defence relations remain a very significant aspect of the overall bilateral
relationship and cover a very wide spectrum of collaboration from conventional military-to-military
exchanges to Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief HADR and cyber security. Both navies have a
representation in each other‘s Maritime Information Fusion Centres and have also recently signed an agreement
on mutual submarine rescue support and coordination.

Singapore is a sovereign city-state and island country in Southeast Asia. Singapore dollar is the official currency
of Singapore. Lee Hsien Loong is the current Prime Minister of Singapore. Halimah binti Yacob is the current
President of Singapore. She is the first female president in the country‘s history.

India to be the first Asian Country to launch a plastics pact


World-Wide Fund for Nature-India (WWF India) and the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) have
joined hands to develop a platform to promote a circular system for plastics. The new platform called, the
‗India Plastic Pact,‘ was launched by British High Commissioner to India.



India generates 9.46 million tonnes of plastic waste annually, of which 40 per cent is not collected; about
half of all plastics produced in the country are used in packaging, most of it is single use in nature.
Commitments made under the pact aim to keep plastic packaging in the economy and out of the natural
environment. The statement mentioned 17 businesses including major FMCG brands, manufacturers, retailers and
recyclers have committed to the pact as founding members, and nine have joined as supporting organisations.



The pact, like similar one, has time-bound targets for reducing, innovating and re-imagining plastic
packaging. Targets to be achieved by 2030 include defining a list of unnecessary or problematic plastic
packaging and items and take measures to address them through redesign and innovation. About 100 per
cent of plastic packaging to be reusable or recyclable, 50 per cent of plastic packaging to be effectively
recycled and 25 per cent average recycled content across all plastic packaging.



An initiative to reduce plastic waste in India has been launched by Prime Ministers Boris Johnson and
Narendra Modi. The UK is proud to be India‘s biggest European research partner, with £400 million of joint
investment since 2008.
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Single-use plastics, or disposable plastics, are used only once before they are thrown away or recycled. These
items are things like plastic bags, straws, coffee stirrers, soda and water bottles and most food packaging. Plastic
is so cheap and convenient that it has replaced all other materials from the packaging industry but it takes hundreds of
years to disintegrate. In 2019, the Union government in a bid to free India of single-use plastics by 2022, had laid
out a multi-ministerial plan to discourage the use of single-use plastics across the country. Plastic Waste
Management Rules, 2016 which extended the responsibility to collect waste generated from the products to their
producers and brand owners.

Bharat Stage VI emission standards




A year ago, on April 1, 2020, the Supreme Court of India rolled out the Bharat Stage VI emission
standards across the country, after India leapfrogged directly from BS-IV emissions standards to BS-VI. The
announcement aims to cut emissions by 80-90% from the new vehicles.
But the Indian auto industry, which was already grappling with the deadline of BS-VI emission norms, suffered a
second blow during the period due to, then, newly imposed pandemic lockdown. According to the Society of
Indian Car Manufacturers or SIAM, during this period, the automotive industry suffered a loss of about
Rs 2,300 crore per day due to the lockdown.



However, there has been a gradual boom in the economy for the past few months, and higher-than-expected
sales of automobiles, particularly in the 2-wheeler segment. Retail sales of passenger vehicles grew 10.6%
in February from a year earlier, as people invest in personal transport modes instead of shared mobility.



With an aim to combat the rising levels of air pollution in Delhi-NCR region, petrol pumps in the capital
from Sunday started supplying ultra-clean Bharat Stage VI grade fuel (both petrol and diesel). This move
makes New Delhi the first city in the country to switch from BS-IV grade fuels to BS-VI (equivalent to fuel
meeting Euro-VI emission norms). Other cities like Noida, Ghaziabad, Gurugram and Faridabad along with 13
major cities, including Mumbai, Chennai, Bengaluru, Hyderabad and Pune, will also switch over to cleaner BS-VI
grade fuel from January 2020. However, BS- VI fuel was rolled out in rest of the country in 1 st April 2020.



India‘s biggest oil firm, Indian Oil Corporation Limited has started supplying BS-VI fuel across India.
With this, Indian Oil Corporation Limited has become 1 st company to begin supply of BS-VI fuel across its
28,000 petrol pumps. The Government of India has set 01st April 2020 as the deadline to start the supply of BS-VI
emission compliant fuels. In Delhi, this deadline was imposed by April 2019 by the Government of India.

The Bharat Stage (BS) are standards instituted by the government to regulate the emission of air pollutants
from motor vehicles. With appropriate fuel and technology, they limit the release of air pollutants such as nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxide, hydrocarbons, Particulate Matter (PM) and sulfur oxides from vehicles using internal
combustion engines. As the stage goes up, the control of emissions becomes stricter. The standards and the timeline
for implementation are set by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB) under the Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change. The standards are based on European Union regulations that were first introduced
in 2000. The major difference in standards between the existing BS-IV and the new BS-VI auto fuel norms is the
presence of sulphur. The newly introduced fuel is estimated to reduce the amount of sulphur released by 80 per
cent, from 50 parts per million to 10 ppm. As per the analysts, the emission of NOx (nitrogen oxides) from diesel
cars is also expected to reduce by nearly 70 per cent and 25 per cent from cars with petrol engines.

Centre launches five food processing projects in Assam, Gujarat, Karnataka


The Central Government inaugurated five food processing projects in Assam, Gujarat and Karnataka.
These projects will benefit the farmers and provide employment opportunities. Union Food Processing
Industry Minister Pashupati Kumar Paras and Minister of State for Food Processing Industry Prahlad Singh
Patel virtually inaugurated these projects worth rupees over 124 crore rupees.



Ministry is committed to reduce wastage of food crops and provide employment opportunities to farmers,
women and young people. To commemorate 75 years of India‘s independence, the Government of India is
celebrating the ‗Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav.‘ As a part of the celebration, the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries is celebrating ‗Food Processing Week‘ from 6th to 12th September, 2021.
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The Ministry of Food Processing Industries (MOFPI) is a ministry of the Government of India responsible for
formulation and administration of the rules and regulations and laws relating to food processing in India. The
ministry was set up in the year 1988, with a view to develop a strong and vibrant food processing industry, to create
increased employment in rural sector and enable farmers to reap the benefits of modern technology and to create a
surplus for exports and stimulating demand for processed food. Pashupati Kumar Paras is an Indian politician from
the state of Bihar and the Minister of Food Processing Industries in the Union Cabinet. He is currently serving
as a member of Lok Sabha from Hajipur (Lok Sabha constituency).

Govt constitutes task force & expert committee to prepare road map for coal based hydrogen
production


The Ministry of Coal has constituted a Task Force and Expert Committee to Prepare Road Map for Coal
based Hydrogen Production. On India‘s 75th Independence Day, the Prime Minster had announced a Hydrogen
Mission and Coal is one of the important sources of hydrogen making.



The Task Force will be headed by Additional Secretary in the Ministry. Its broad terms and reference include
identification of role to be played by each stakeholder Ministry, monitoring of activities towards achieving
coal based Hydrogen production and setting up sub committees to achieve the objective.



On the other hand, the Expert Committee will be headed by Director General of the Federation of Indian
Petroleum Industry, R.K. Malhotra. Its terms and reference include identifying experts in India and co-opting
as members, desk based review of progress in hydrogen technology and also review ongoing research projects
in Hydrogen technology.



The Committee will prepare a road map for coal based Hydrogen production and usage including economic
viability, environmental sustainability and also assist the Task force in implementation of Coal based Hydrogen
production and usage. Coal Ministry has said that the expert committee is expected to submit the report in three
months.

Hydrogen is the most abundant element on earth and is also a much cleaner fuel. National Hydrogen Energy
Mission will emphasise hydrogen from clean sources. It also envisages linking the country‘s growing renewable
energy capacity with the hydrogen economy. India‘s target for 2022 for renewable energy generation is 175 GW
and this mission is expected to bolster the process. The renewable energy target for 2030 is 450 GW. The country
has set to decarbonise by 2050. Based on the source of production, hydrogen can be classified into four types. 1.
Grey Hydrogen: In this case, Hydrogen produced from hydrocarbons (natural gas, fossil fuels) is called grey
hydrogen. This is the most common method of production of hydrogen today. It produces carbon dioxide as a
by-product. 2. Black/Brown Hydrogen is the oldest method of producing hydrogen and involves transforming
coal into gas. 3. Blue Hydrogen: This is the name given to the hydrogen produced from hydrocarbons where the
emissions generated from the process are captured and stored. 4. Green Hydrogen: In this case, hydrogen is
generated from renewable sources of energy like solar and wind.

Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav inaugurates country‘s first functional smog tower in
Delhi


Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupender Yadav dedicated the first functional Smog
Tower in India at Anand Vihar, Delhi. He expressed hope that the pilot smog tower project will yield fruitful
results and supplement the air quality improvement efforts.



Central Government has launched several initiatives to improve air quality in the entire country in view of the
goal set for holistic improvement in air quality in more than 100 cities. 86 cities showed better air quality in
2019 in comparison to 2018, which increased to 104 cities in 2020.

India, Kazakhstan carries out 5th edition of joint military drills KAZIND-21


India and Kazakhstan carried out the 5th edition of the annual bilateral joint exercise KAZIND-21
strengthing military diplomacy between the two countries.
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―Troops of India and Kazakhstan carrying out the demonstration of a raid on a terrorist hideout during the joint
military exercise KAZIND-21 at Training Node Aisha Bibi, Kazakhstan.



The Indian Army contingent represented by a battalion of The Bihar Regiment consists of a total of 90
personnel led by a Contingent Commander. The Kazakhstan Army represented by a company group.



The Exercise will provide an opportunity to the Armed Forces of India & Kazakhstan to train for Counter
Insurgency/ Counter Terrorism operation in mountainous, rural scenario under UN mandate.

Kazakhstan is a country in Central Asia, it has borders with Russia in the north, China in the east,
and Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan in the south. The capital is Nur-Sultan, formerly known as
Astana. Kazakhstan is the world‘s largest landlocked country, and the ninth-largest in the world. Kassym-Jomart
Kemeluly Tokayev has been serving as the President of Kazakhstan since 20 March 2019. The tenge is the
currency of Kazakhstan.

India to host G-20 summit in 2023 for the first time; Goyal appointed sherpa for grouping


The government appointed commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal as India‘s Sherpa for the G20.
Goyal is also India‘s minister for consumer affairs, food & public distribution, and textiles besides being
the Leader of the House in Rajya Sabha.



G20 is a major international grouping that brings together 19 of the world‘s major economies and the
European Union, with its members accounting for more than 80% of global GDP, 75% of global trade and 60% of
global population.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been leading India‘s representation at G20 Summits since 2014. India
has been a member of the G20 since its inception in 1999. India will be holding the G20 Presidency from 1
December 2022 and will convene the G20 Leaders‘ Summit in 2023 for the first time. The next G20 Summit
is scheduled for October 30-31, 2021 under Italian Presidency.

The G20 (or Group of Twenty) is an international forum for the governments and central bank governors from
19 countries and the European Union (EU). Founded in 1999 with the aim to discuss policy pertaining to the
promotion of international financial stability, the G20 has expanded its agenda since 2008 and heads of
government or heads of state, as well as finance ministers, foreign ministers and think tanks, have periodically
conferred at summits ever since. It seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any single nation. The
G20 members are: Argentina, Australia, Brazil, Canada, China, France, Germany, Japan, India, Indonesia,
Italy, Mexico, Russia, South Africa, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Turkey, the United Kingdom, the United
States, and the European Union.

PM Narendra Modi chaired 13th BRICS Summit


As part of India‘s ongoing Chairship of BRICS in 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 13th
BRICS Summit in virtual format. The meeting was attended by the President of Brazil Jair Bolsanaro,
President of Russia Vladimir Putin, President of China Xi Jinping and President of South Africa Cyril
Ramaphosa.



The theme for the Summit is BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS cooperation for continuity, consolidation and
consensus. India had outlined four priority areas for its Chairship. These are Reform of the Multilateral
System, Counter Terrorism, Using Digital and Technological Tools for achieving Sustainable Development
Goals and Enhancing People to People exchanges.



This is the second time Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the BRICS Summit. Earlier, he had chaired
the Goa Summit in 2016. The Indian Chairship of BRICS this year coincides with the fifteenth anniversary
of BRICS, as reflected in the theme for the summit.

BRICS is the acronym coined to associate five major emerging economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa. Since 2009, the governments of the BRICS states have met annually at formal summits. Originally
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the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (or ―the BRICs‖) before the induction of South Africa in 2010. The term
―BRIC‖ is believed to be coined in 2001 by then-chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset Management, Jim O‘Neill,
in his publication Building Better Global Economic BRICs. But, it was actually coined by Roopa Purushothaman
who was a Research Assistant in the original report. The BRIC grouping‘s 1st formal summit, also held in
Yekaterinburg, Russia, commenced on 16 June 2009.

First India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue


India hosted the first-ever 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue with Australia on September 11. Foreign Minister Marise
Payne and Defence Minister Peter Dutton from the Australian side met with External Affairs Minister (EAM) S
Jaishankar and Defence Minister Rajnath Singh.



India have 2+2 Ministerial format meetings with very few countries, including the USA and Japan. A
similar decision was taken for Russia but no dates have been announced yet.



The inaugural 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue is being held pursuant to the elevation of India-Australia bilateral
relations to Comprehensive Strategic Partnership during the India-Australia Leaders‘ Virtual Summit on 04
June 2020. The agenda for the Dialogue will cover a range of bilateral, regional and global issues of mutual
interest.



To maintain an open, free, prosperous and rules-based Indo-Pacific region (in line with the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)). To support India‘s Indo-Pacific Oceans‘ Initiative. Need for
renewed efforts by the Quad member countries to expand cooperation in the region.



Focus on Supply Chain Resilience Initiative: To work together through multilateral, regional and plurilateral
mechanisms to diversify supply chains between trusted and reliable trading partners for critical health, technology
and other goods and services. In this context, they welcomed the launch of the Supply Chain Resilience
Initiative by the Trade Ministers of India, Australia and Japan.

2+2 Ministerial is the highest-level institutional mechanism between the two countries. It is a format of dialogue
where the defence/foreign ministers or secretaries meet with their counterparts from another country. India holds
such talks with Australia, Japan and the USA.

Chhattisgarh launches ‗Millet Mission‘ to become Millet hub of India


Small grains may prove to a big game-changer in Bastar. The Bhupesh Baghel government has included all
seven districts of the Maoist-hit Bastar division in its ‗Millet Mission‘ launched.



Chhattisgarh is the first state to give input assistance for millet. It has fixed support price for kodo-kutki at
Rs 3,000 per quintal. The government signed an MoU with the Hyderabad-based Indian Institute of Millet
Research (IIMR) for technical knowhow and to train farmers to turn Chhattisgarh into a ‗millet hub‘.

Chhattisgarh was formed on 1 November 2000 by partitioning 10 Chhattisgarhi and 6 Gondi speaking
southeastern districts of Madhya Pradesh. Naya Raipur, officially known as Nava Raipur, (also known as Atal
Nagar) is an upcoming planned and fully developed city in Indian state of Chhattisgarh. It is planned to
replace Raipur as the capital city of Chhattisgarh. Anusuiya Uikey is present Governor of Chhattisgarh.
Bhupesh Baghel is serving as the third and current Chief Minister of Chhattisgarh. In India, there are
five landlocked states which do not have an international boundary are Chhattisgarh, Haryana, Madhya
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Telangana.

Gujarat CM Vijay Rupani resigns


Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani tendered his resignation to governor Acharya Devvratas and said he
is ready to take new responsibilities assigned to him by the party.



The resignation is in accordance with the party‘s principle of providing all party workers an equal
opportunity. Gujarat is slated to go to the polls in 2022.
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Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a longest coastline of India 1,600 km (990 mi). Its capital
city is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business
district promoted by the Government of Gujarat through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India‘s first
operational smart city in the Ahmedabad and international financial services centre. Acharya Devvrat is
Governor of Gujarat and Bhupendra Patel is the current Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gujarat has become the
first state to implement newly-introduced 10 per cent reservations in government jobs and higher education for the
economically weaker sections in the general category and followed by Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.

President Ram Nath Kovind appoints new Governors in four states


President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed new Governors in Tamil Nadu and Uttarakhand. Nagaland
Governor RN Ravi has been appointed as Governor of Tamil Nadu. Lieutenant General (Retd) Gurmit
Singh has been appointed Governor of Uttarakhand.



Governor of Tamil Nadu Banwarilal Purohit who was holding additional charge of the Governor of Punjab
has been appointed as regular Governor of Punjab. The President‘s Secretariat said, Governor of Assam Prof.
Jagdish Mukhi has been appointed to discharge the functions of the Governor of Nagaland in addition to
his own duties, until regular arrangements are made.

In the Republic of India, a governor is the constitutional head of each of the twenty-eight states. Governors exist
in the states while lieutenant governors or administrator exist in union territories including National Capital
Territory of Delhi. The governor is appointed by the President of India for a term of five years, and holds office
at the President‘s pleasure. The governor is de jure head of the state government; all its executive actions are
taken in the governor‘s name. However, the governor must act on the advice of the popularly elected council of
ministers, headed by the Chief Minister, which thus holds de facto executive authority at the state-level.
The Constitution of India also empowers the governor to act upon his or her own discretion, such as the ability to
appoint or dismiss a ministry, recommend President‘s rule, or reserve bills for the President‘s assent. Although
in Union Territories real power lies in lieutenant governor or administrator, except in NCT of Delhi,
Puducherry and Jammu and Kashmir where he/she shares power with a council of ministers headed by a Chief
Minister. According to 7th Constitutional Amendment Act 1956, the same person can be the Governor of two or
more states.

NIRF Rankings 2021: IIT Madras tops charts in overall category


IIT Madras has topped the Rankings in the overall category in National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF). IISc Bengaluru has come second, which is followed by IIT Bombay at the third place in the ranking.
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan released the NIRF Rankings 2021.



The Rankings have been released under various categories, including, Engineering, Pharmacy, Management
and Overall, Research. The rankings for all colleges and universities across the country given by the Ministry
were based on teaching, learning, and resources; research and professional practice, graduation outcome;
outreach and inclusivity; and peer perception.

India, Denmark jointly launched ‗Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind‘


Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy R. K. Singh met Denmark‘s Minister for
Climate, Energy and Utilities Dan Jørgensen in New Delhi. Mr Singh underlined to the Danish side that energy
transition towards green is an important part of India‘s policy. The two Ministers jointly launched ‗Centre of
Excellence on Offshore Wind‘ as part of the Green Strategic Partnership.



He pointed out that Prime Minister Narendra Modi in his Independence Day speech has set a target of 450
Giga Watt of Renewable Energy capacity by 2030. The Minister went on to say that India‘s whole renewable
energy portfolio is already at 146 GW.



He stated that India is the only G-20 country whose actions are in consonance with the Paris Climate
agreement with regard to global rise in temperature. Discussing the potential of green energy, the Minister
said that India is looking at making Ladakh and islands such as Andaman Nicobar and Lakshadweep green in
energy including transport.
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Denmark is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. The Kingdom of Denmark is constitutionally a unitary
state comprising metropolitan Denmark and the two autonomous territories. The Nordic countries, or the
Nordics, or Norden (literally ―the North‖), are a geographical and cultural region in Northern Europe and the
North Atlantic, which includes the sovereign states of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as well as
the autonomous countries of the Faroe Islands and Greenland (both part of the Kingdom of Denmark). Mette
Frederiksen has been Prime Minister of Denmark since June 2019. The krone is the official currency of
Denmark, Greenland, and the Faroe Islands, introduced on 1 January 1875.

Govt appoints Abhay Kumar Singh as joint secy in newly created Ministry of Cooperation


Abhay Kumar Singh has been appointed as joint secretary in the Ministry of Cooperation which was
recently formed with an aim to strengthen the cooperative movement in the country, according to a
Personnel Ministry order issued.



Singh, a 2004-batch Indian Administrative Service (IAS) officer of the Bihar cadre, has been appointed as
joint secretary in the ministry for a combined tenure of seven years against the newly created post. The
appointment has been cleared by the Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) headed by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, according to the order by the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT).



In July 2021, Narendra Modi government announced the creation of a new ministry, named the Ministry of
Cooperation to realise the vision of ‘Sahkar se Samriddhi‘ or prosperity through cooperatives.



This is the second ministry to be created during the second term of the Modi government, after it came to
power in 2019. The first new ministry to be established was the Jal Shakti ministry in 2019.



Ministries or departments are created by the President on advice of the Prime Minister under the
Government of India (Allocation of Business Rules) 1961, which is part of Article 77 of the Constitution.



Under these rules, each ministry is assigned a minister by the President on the advice of the Prime
Minister. Each department in the ministry is generally under the charge of a civil servant or official who assists
the minister on policy matters and general administration.

The Ministry of Co-operation is a ministry under the Government of India which was formed in July 2021. The
ministry provides a separate administrative, legal and policy framework for strengthening the cooperative
movement in the country. The ministry‘s creation was with its vision statement of ―Sahkar se samriddhi‖ (Prosperity
from cooperation). Before the creation of this ministry, the objectives of this ministry were looked after by the
Ministry of Agriculture. Amit Shah is currently serving as the Minister of Home Affairs and the first Minister of
Co-operation of India. Cooperative societies is a subject of State List under the Seventh schedule of
the Constitution, many experts raised concerns that, creating such a ministry at the central level would increase the
power in the hands of union government. A three-judge bench of the Supreme Court quashed part of the 97 th
Amendment Act and Part IX B of the Constitution which governs the ―Cooperative Societies‖ in the country.
The ―Ministry of Cooperation‖ will continue to have the power to look into the work of ―multi state‖ cooperative societies though the Supreme Court has struck down the constitutional provisions that prescribed the
contours of the rules that state governments could create in their own states.

Bhupendra Patel sworn in as Chief Minister of Gujarat


Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel was sworn in as Chief Minister of Gujarat. Outgoing Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani has proposed the name of Bhupendra Patel in the legislative party meeting which was unanimously
accepted. BJP‘s central observer Narendra Singh Tomar has officially declared Mr Patel - MLA from Ghatlodiya
seat of Ahmedabad as the new leader of BJP legislative party. Bharatiya Janata Party leader and Ghatlodia
MLA Bhupendra Patel took oath as the 17th Chief Minister of Gujarat.

Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a longest coastline of India 1,600 km (990 mi). Its capital
city is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business
district promoted by the Government of Gujarat through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India‘s first
operational smart city in the Ahmedabad and international financial services centre. Acharya Devvrat is
Governor of Gujarat and Bhupendra Patel is the current Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gujarat has become the
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first state to implement newly-introduced 10 per cent reservations in government jobs and higher education for the
economically weaker sections in the general category and followed by Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh.

Haryana becomes the first state in the country to install solar pump under PM-KUSUM scheme


The farmers of the country are getting the benefit of PM-KUSUM scheme. Under the scheme, Haryana has
stood first in the country in the installation of off-grid solar pumps under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja
Suraksha Evam Utthan Mahabhiyan (PMKUSUM) by installing 14,418 pumps against the sanctioned 15,000
pumps for the year 2020-21.



This announcement was made at the concluding session of the week-long nationwide ‗Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav‘ organized by the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy.

Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) has launched the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evem
Utthan Mahabhiyan (PM KUSUM) Scheme for farmers for installation of solar pumps and grid connected solar
and other renewable power plants in the country. The scheme aims to add solar and other renewable capacity of
25,750 MW by 2022 with total central financial support of Rs. 34,422 Crore including service charges to the
implementing agencies. Under this scheme, farmers have to bear 40 per cent of the pump‘s cost, while the central
and state governments subsidize the remaining 60 per cent for solar pumps that have a capacity of up to 10 HP.
Raj Kumar Singh is a former Indian bureaucrat and a current Union Cabinet Minister of New and Renewable
Energy. He is a Member of the Indian Parliament for Arrah, Bihar, since May 2014.

‗Main Bhi Digital 3.0‘ campaign for Digital Onboarding & Training for street vendors launched


Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in collaboration with the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology launched the pilot drive ‗Main Bhi Digital 3.0‘ – A special Campaign for Digital Onboarding
and Training for street vendors under PM SVANidhi scheme across 223 cities in the country.



The BharatPe, Mswipe, PhonePe, Paytm, Aceware are participating in this drive to issue UPI IDs, QR code
and provide digital training. Digital Payment Aggregators will handhold the street vendors to bring about
enhanced adoption of digital transactions and behaviour change. To promote digital transactions instruction
has been issued to the Lending Institutions to handover a durable QR Code and trains the beneficiaries for
conducting digital receipt and payment transactions within a week of disbursement.

PM Street Vendor‘s AtmaNirbhar Nidhi(PM SVANidhi) was launched by the Ministry of Housing and Urban
Affairs in 2020 as a Central Sector Scheme. It is to facilitate affordable working capital loans of up to Rs.10,000
with an interest subsidy at 7% on regular repayment. The street vendors are not required to pay any collateral
for the loan. SIDBI has been appointed as the implementation agency for scheme administration. The scheme
targets to cover 50 lakh street vendors, who had been vending on or before March 24, 2020. The scheme provides
Graded Guarantee Cover, to Lending Institutions, on a portfolio basis. The street vendors also stand a chance to
avail a loan of Rs. 20,000 and Rs. 50,000 in the second and third tranches respectively on timely repayment of
the loan. To encourage digital transactions a cashback up to Rs.1,200 on digital transactions at Rs.100 per
month is provided to the street vendors under the scheme.

‗Medicines from the Sky‘ project launched to send medicines to primary health care centres
using drones


Union Minister for Civil Aviation Jyotiraditya Scindia has launched the Medicines from the Sky project to
send medicines to Primary Health Care Centres using drones. The project was launched at Vikarabad in
Telangana. Drones carry a payload of vaccines and other medicines to Public Health Centers under the project.
The first sortie was carried out by a drone built by SkyAir Mobility for its Consortium partner Blue Dart
Express and delivered a five-kg box of vaccines to a community Health Care Center located 3 kms away.



Speaking about the project, Telangana IT Minister K Taraka Ramarao said life-saving drugs, vaccines and blood
could easily be transported to places, beating traffic and other hurdles. The ‗Medicine from the Sky‘ project is
an initiative of the Government of Telangana led by the emerging technologies wing of state IT department
in association with World Economic Forum, NITI Aayog, and HealthNet Global.
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Telangana is a state in India situated on the south-central stretch of the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan
Plateau. On 2 June 2014, the area was separated from the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly
formed state with Hyderabad as its capital. It is a land locked state in India. Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao
has been serving as the first and current Chief Minister of Telangana since 2014. Tamilisai Soundararajan is an
Indian medical doctor serving as current Governor of Telangana.

Tamil Nadu increases reservation for women in govt jobs from 30 to 40 per cent


Tamil Nadu Government has increased reservation for women in Government jobs from 30 per cent to 40
per cent. The State Government will bring necessary amendments. The Government is providing horizontal
reservation while filling vacancies through the Tamil Nadu Public Service Commission and the Teachers‘
Recruitment Board.



The Minister said, the government will give preference to Orphans who have lost their parents in COVID-19
pandemic, first generation graduates and Tamil medium students in government schools while filling
vacancies in government posts.



The DMK had promised welfare and security schemes for women in its 2021 election manifesto. Besides
promising 75% reservation in state government jobs for Tamil Nadu residents, DMK had also mentioned
that laws and schemes will be implemented benefitting women.



Earlier in August, the Tamil Nadu government had announced an increase in the period of maternity leave
for women government employees to 12 months from nine months. PTR had in his Budget speech on August
13 said 12 months of paid leave is applicable to women employees with less than two surviving children and will
come into effect from July 1, 2021.

Tamil Nadu lies in the southernmost part of the Indian subcontinent and is bordered by the union
territory of Puducherry and the South Indian states of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. Its capital and
largest city is Chennai. Its official language is Tamil, which is one of the longest-surviving classical languages in
the world. Ravindra Narayana Ravi is the current Governor of Tamil Nadu. M.K. Stalin is the current Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu.

Govt to start PM Adarsh Gram Yojna covering 36 thousand villages across country


Union Tribal Affairs minister Arjun Munda said that his ministry would start Prdhan Mantri Adarsh Gram
Yojna covering 36 thousand villages across the country.



Those villages with 50 percent tribal population would be given priority under it. 1,700 tribal villages in
Assam will be converted into model village. The Minister said that another 184 new Van Dhan Kendra to be set
up in the state that would benefit nearly 60 thousand people.

Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana (PMAGY) is a rural development programme launched by the central
government in India in the financial year 2009–10 for the development of villages having a higher ratio (over
50%) of people belonging to the scheduled castes through convergence of central and state schemes and allocating
financial funding on a per village basis. Pradhan Mantri Adarsh Gram Yojana(PMAGY) comes under
the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment.

India to host defence ministers of African countries during DefExpo


India will host the defence ministers of African nations on the sidelines of the next edition of India‘s mega
defence exhibition – the DefExpo – to be held at Gandhinagar in Gujarat in March next year.



―The broad theme of this India-Africa Defence Dialogue will be ‗India-Africa: Adopting Strategy for
Synergising and Strengthening Defence and Security Cooperation,‖. The theme of the upcoming DefExpo
will be ―India: The Emerging Defence Manufacturing Hub‖.

The 11th edition of DefExpo had taken place in Lucknow last year. In May last year, the government announced
increasing the FDI limit from 49 percent to 74 percent under the automatic route in the defence sector.
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India-UK to sign early harvest deal by March 2022


India and UK aim to launch negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) by November this year, expect to
sign an interim agreement involving high-priority products and services by March next year, and later
conclude a comprehensive agreement.



The tentative timeline for FTA and other trade matters was chalked out during discussions between
commerce minister Piyush Goyal and UK trade secretary Elizabeth Truss, the ministry statement said.
―Proposed FTA between India and UK is expected to unlock extraordinary business opportunities and generate
jobs. After Brexit, the UK has been pursuing its new trade policy that includes negotiating trade deals with
several countries at the earliest.



Goyal said there was a tremendous interest in the business community in both countries about this FTA. After
prime ministers of the two countries announced the Enhanced Trade Partnership (ETP) on May 4, 2021,
both sides have made substantial progress on various aspects of the partnership.



India is a key economic partner of UK. Merchandise trade between the two countries was $15.45 billion in
2019-20 with the trade balance in favour of India. The ministry of external affairs (MEA), quoting the
Department for International Drade (DIT) inward investment statistics for 2019-2020, said India invested in 120
projects and created 5,429 new jobs in the UK to become the second-largest source of foreign direct
investment (FDI) after the US in 2019.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK or
U.K.), or Britain, is a sovereign country in north-western Europe, off the north–western coast of the European
mainland. The United Kingdom includes the island of Great Britain, the north-¬eastern part of the island of Ireland,
and many smaller islands within the British Isles. The United Kingdom‘s capital is London. Boris Johnson has been
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. Elizabeth II
(Elizabeth Alexandra Mary) is Queen of the United Kingdom and 15 other Commonwealth realms. Pound
sterling is the official currency of the United Kingdom.

IIT-Bombay launches ‗Project Udaan‘ that enables translation of textbooks and other study
material


With an aim to break the language barrier that many students face when they join institutes of higher
education, IIT-Bombay launched ‗Project Udaan‘, that enables translation of textbooks and other study
material related to engineering and other streams.



Prof. Ganesh and his team have built an Artificial Intelligence-based translation ecosystem, which can help
translate engineering textbooks and learning materials in one-sixth the time it would take for a team consisting of
domain and linguistic experts working manually. Translation of text books in other educational domains will be
taken up in due course.

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated Defence Offices Complexes in New Delhi


Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Defence Offices Complexes at Kasturba Gandhi Marg and
Africa Avenue in New Delhi. He visited the Defence Office Complex at Africa Avenue and interact with the
officers of the Army, Navy, Air Force and Civilians.



The new Defence Offices Complexes will accommodate around 7,000 officials Defence ministry and Armed
Forces, including Army, Navy and Air Force. The buildings will provide modern, secure and functional
working spaces.



An Integrated Command and Control Centre has been established for managing building operations. The
new Defence Office Complexes are state-of-the-art and energy efficient, with comprehensive security
management measures. One of the defining features of these buildings is the use of new and sustainable
construction technology called Light gauge steel frame, which reduced construction time from 24 to 30 months.
The buildings utilize resource efficient green technology and promote environment friendly practices.
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The Ministry of Defence (MoD) is charged with coordinating and supervising all agencies and functions of the
government relating directly to national security and the Indian armed forces. The President of India is the
ceremonial commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the country. The Ministry of Defence provides policy
framework and resources to the armed forces to discharge their responsibility in the context of the defence of the
country. The Indian Armed Forces (including Indian Army, Indian Air Force, Indian Navy) and Indian Coast
Guard under the Ministry of Defence are primarily responsible for ensuring the territorial integrity of India. Rajnath
Singh is serving as the Defence Minister of India. He is currently the Deputy Leader of the House Lok
Sabha. He has been Member of Parliament, Lok Sabha two times from Lucknow. General Bipin Rawat is the
first and current Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) of India and assumed office from 1 January 2020.

NITI Aayog launched report on ‗Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India‘


NITI Aayog launched a report on ‗Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India‘. The report was released
by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar and Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, in the
presence of NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant.



The report comprises a set of recommendations on various aspects of urban planning such as interventions for
planning healthy cities, optimum utilization of urban land, ramping up human-resource capacities,
strengthening urban governance, building local leadership, enhancing the role of private sector and
advancing the urban planning education system.



NITI Aayog had constituted an Advisory Committee on ‗Reforms in Urban Planning Education in India‘ in
October 2020. The Committee has concluded its mandate with this report.

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the
Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a topdown model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman
is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.

Nitin Gadkari inspects 8 lane Delhi-Mumbai Greenfield expressway near Dausa in Rajasthan


Union minister for Road, Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari has carried a site visit and inspection of 8
lane Delhi-Mumbai Greenfield expressway near Dausa in Rajasthan.



Mr. Gadkari said that 1 thousand 350 KM long express way is the world‘s longest 8 lane expressway. He said
that it is a road of growth and development. Mr. Gadkari told that 374 km stretch of the expressway passes
through Rajasthan.



Construction of this section will cost more than 18 thousand crores. The expressway passes through
Ranthambore Tiger Reserve and Chambal Sanctuary. Animal overpass are to be available for smooth
movement of wildlife.



India‘s first 4-km long 8-lane tunnel will also be built in this expressway, which will pass through
Mukundara Tiger Reserve. A 1100 meter long elevated stretch has been planned across the Chakan Dam.

The Delhi–Mumbai Expressway is a 1,350 km long, 8-lane wide (expandable to 12) under-construction accesscontrolled expressway connecting India‘s national capital New Delhi with its financial capital Mumbai. The
under-construction Vadodara–Mumbai Expressway has been subsumed in this project. Foundation stone of the
project was laid by union minister Nitin Gadkari in presence of Sushma Swaraj & Arun Jaitley on 8 March
2019. The total project value including the land acquisition cost is around Rs.98,000 crore. Delhi–Mumbai
Expressway will connect DND Flyway in Delhi to Jawaharlal Nehru Port in Maharashtra via Dausa, Kota, Ratlam,
Vadodara and Surat. It passes through the states of Delhi (9 km), Haryana (129 km), Rajasthan (373 km),
Madhya Pradesh (244 km), Gujarat (426 km) and Maharashtra (171 km).
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Nitin Jairam Gadkari was served as the President of the BJP from 2010-2013. He is the current Minister for
Road Transport & Highways of India. Gadkari represents Lok Sabha from Nagpur constituency, Maharashtra.

SC seek replies from Centre, MCC on plea against OBCs, EWS quota in NEET


The Supreme Court sought responses from the Centre and MCC on a plea against the July 29 notice
providing 27 per cent reservation for Other Backward Class (OBC) and 10 per cent for Economically
Weaker Section (EWS) category in NEET admissions for medical courses.



A bench of justices D Y Chandrachud and B V Nagarathna issued notice and sought replies from the
Centre and Medical Counselling Committee (MCC) on a plea filed by eight petitioners, including those who
would be appearing in the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) postgraduate exams.

The One Hundred and Third Amendment of the Constitution of India, officially known as the Constitution
(One Hundred and Third Amendment) Act, 2019, introduces 10% reservation for Economically Weaker
Sections (EWS) of society for admission to Central Government-run educational institutions and private
educational institutions (except for minority educational institutions), and for employment in Central
Government jobs. Currently, the EWS quota can be availed by persons with an annual gross household income
of up to Rs.8 lakh per annum. Families that own over 5 acres of agricultural land, a house over 1,000 square
feet, a plot of over 100-yards in a notified municipal area or over a 200-yards plot in a non-notified municipal
area cannot avail the reservation. Persons belonging to communities that already have reservations such as
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and the ―creamy layer‖ of Other Backward Classes are also not eligible for
reservation under this quota. Whether or not to provide reservation to the Economically Weaker Sections (EWS)
of the society for appointment in State Government jobs and for admission to State Government educational
institutions, as per provisions of the newly inserted Articles 15(6) and 16(6) of the constitution, is to be decided
by the concerned State Government. The first state in India to implement 10% reservation to economically
weaker sections (EWS) is Gujarat.

India‘s first electric highway likely to connect Delhi and Jaipur


Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, has said that India‘s first electric highway is
likely to come up between Delhi and Jaipur soon. Besides the Delhi-Jaipur stretch, talks are also on with a
Swedish firm for electric highway stretch on Delhi-Mumbai Expressway.



According to the National Highways Authority of India (NHAI), the travel time between Delhi and Jaipur will
be reduced by March next year. By then, NHAI hopes that the Sohna elevated road, currently under
construction, and the Sohna-Dausa stretch of the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway will be completed and be
signal-free for commute.

Ministry of law and justice launches pan-India special campaign for justice delivery at doorstep


As the nation celebrates ―Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav‖, Department of Justice launched the ―Ek Pahal‖ drive
across the country from 17th September till 2nd October to encourage mass registration under Tele-Law.
The Preamble to the Constitution of India recognises ‗Justice‘ as the first deliverable to be secured for its
citizens. The hallmark of a successful and vibrant democracy is that every citizen is not only guaranteed justice,
but also that such justice is equitable.



This obligates the State to create an environment where justice-delivery is looked upon not as a sovereign
function but as a citizen-centric service. The Department of Justice and NALSA has undertaken a special panIndia campaign to mainstream legal aid and to actualize the aspiration of access to justice for every citizen.

Congress leader Charanjit Singh Channi sworn in as the new Punjab Chief Minister


Charanjit Singh Channi has been unanimously elected as leader of the Congress Legislature Party of
Punjab, and sworn in as the state‘s Chief Minister in the presence of Governor Banwarilal Purohit. Mr
Channi was the first dalit chief minister of the state. He was one of the Ministers who rebelled against Captain
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Amarinder Singh. He is MLA from the Chamkaur Sahib Assembly constituency. He was leader of Opposition
in Punjab Assembly from 2015 to 2016.
The five tributary rivers of the Indus River from which the region took its name are the Sutlej, Ravi, Beas,
Chenab and Jhelum rivers; the Sutlej, Ravi and Beas rivers flow through the Indian Punjab.

Assam becomes the first state to adopt the Model Tenancy Act


Assam has become the first state to adopt the Model Tenancy Act. With this Assam Urban Areas Rent Control
Act, 1972 gets repealed. New Act will spur growth & development of transparent & accountable rental
market & balance the interests of tenants & landlords. It will provide ecosystem for rapid dispute resolution.



The Union Cabinet, in June 2021, approved the Model Tenancy Act (MTA). States and Union territories
can now adopt the Model Tenancy Act by enacting fresh legislation or they can amend their existing rental laws
suitably.



Highlights of the Model Law: Applicable prospectively and will not affect the existing tenancies. Written
agreement is a must for all new tenancies. The agreement will have to be submitted to the concerned district
‗Rent Authority‘.



The law also speaks about roles and responsibilities of landlord and tenants. No landlord or property manager
can withhold any essential supply to the premises occupied by the tenant.



If tenancy has not been renewed, the tenancy shall be deemed to be renewed on a month-to-month basis on
the same terms and conditions as were in the expired tenancy agreement, for a maximum period of six
months.



Compensation in case of non-vacancy: On the expiry of extended period of six months of agreed tenancy
period or the termination of tenancy by order or notice, the tenant shall be a tenant in default and liable to
pay compensation of double of the monthly rent for two months and four times of the monthly rent
thereafter. A landowner or property manager may enter a premise in accordance with written notice or notice
through electronic medium served to the tenant at least twenty-four hours before the time of entry.



It is an important piece of legislation that promises to ease the burden on civil courts, unlock rental
properties stuck in legal disputes, and prevent future tangles by balancing the interests of tenants and
landlords.

Assam is a state in northeastern India, south of the eastern Himalayas along the Brahmaputra and Barak River
valleys. The state is bordered by Bhutan and Arunachal Pradesh to the north; Nagaland and Manipur to the
east; Meghalaya, Tripura, Mizoram and Bangladesh to the south; and West Bengal to the west via the Siliguri
Corridor, a 22 kilometres (14 mi) wide strip of land that connects the state to the rest of India. Assam is known for
Assam tea and Assam silk. The state was the first site for oil drilling in Asia. Assam is home to the one-horned
Indian rhinoceros, Assamese economy is aided by wildlife tourism to Kaziranga National Park and Manas
National Park, which are World Heritage Sites. Dibru-Saikhowa National Park is famed for its feral horses.
Himanta Biswa Sarma serves as the current Chief Minister of Assam. Jagdish Mukhi is the Governor of Assam.

Hathei chilli and Tamenglong orange of Manipur get GI tag


Hathei chilli, which is found in Manipur‘s Ukrul district and is known for its unique flavour, and
Tamenglong mandarin orange have been granted the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.



Hathei chilly, commonly known as the Sirarakhong chilly, thrives well only in climatic condition of the
Sirarakhong village, which is situated about 66 km from Imphal.



It has over 200 households and farming is the main occupation of the villagers. The major chunk of their
income comes from the unique chilly. The chillies are grown organically across 300 hectares of the hills
surrounding Sirarakhong village.



The Tamenglong mandarin orange is bigger in size, weighing 232.76 grams on average. It is a unique sweet
and sour flavour. It has high juice content (around 45 per cent) and is rich in ascorbic acid (48.12 mg/100 ml).
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A geographical indication (GI) is a name or sign used on certain products which corresponds to a specific
geographical location or origin (e.g., a town, region, or country). India, as a member of the World Trade
Organization (WTO), enacted the Geographical Indications of Goods (Registration and Protection) Act, 1999
has come into force with effect from 15 September 2003. GIs have been defined under Article 22 (1) of the WTO
Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS) Agreement as: ―Indications which
identify a good as originating in the territory of a member, or a region or a locality in that territory, where a given
quality, reputation or characteristic of the good is essentially attributable to its geographic origin.‖ The GI tag ensures
that none other than those registered as authorised users (or at least those residing inside the geographic
territory) are allowed to use the popular product name. Darjeeling tea became the first GI tagged product in
India, in 2004–2005. The registration of a geographical indication is valid for a period of 10 years. It can be
renewed from time to time for further period of 10 years each.

UN appoints Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi Sustainable Development Goals advocate to push
child rights issues


In a significant step aimed at bolstering the outreach on critical child rights issues like combatting child labour,
UN Secretary General António Guterres has appointed Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi as one of its 17
Sustainable Development Goals advocates, a role that is integral to advancing the 2030 agenda for
sustainable development.



Other new advocates appointed by the UN include STEM activist Valentina Muñoz Rabanal, at 19 years-old,
who has helped write the first Artificial Intelligence policy in her home country, Chile. Brad Smith,
Microsoft‘s president as an advocate will focus on bridging the digital skills gap and highlight the importance
of setting bold goals focused on environmental sustainability.



Pop super stars BLACKPIN is also a new SDG advocate. As the most subscribed pop artist on YouTube with
more than 65 million subscribers globally, phenomenon, BLACKPINK has engaged with COP26 to encourage
young people to take climate action to protect the planet.

Formerly known as the World Commission on Environment and Development (WCED), the mission of the
Brundtland Commission is to unite countries to pursue sustainable development together. The Chairperson of
the Commission, Gro Harlem Brundtland, was appointed by then United Nations Secretary-General Javier Perez de
Cuellar in December 1983. At the time, the UN General Assembly realized that there was a heavy deterioration of the
human environment and natural resources. In India, at the Central Government level, NITI Aayog has been
assigned the role of overseeing the implementation of SDGs in the country. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) or Global Goals are a collection of 17 interlinked global goals designed to be a ―blueprint to
achieve a better and more sustainable future for all‖. The SDGs were set up in 2015 by the United Nations
General Assembly and are intended to be achieved by the year 2030. They are included in a UN Resolution called
the 2030 Agenda or what is colloquially known as Agenda 2030. The SDGs were developed in the Post-2015
Development Agenda as the future global development framework to succeed the Millennium Development
Goals which ended in 2015. The 17 SDGs are: (1) No Poverty, (2) Zero Hunger, (3) Good Health and Well-being,
(4) Quality Education, (5) Gender Equality, (6) Clean Water and Sanitation, (7) Affordable and Clean Energy,
(8) Decent Work and Economic Growth, (9) Industry, Innovation and Infrastructure, (10) Reducing Inequality,
(11) Sustainable Cities and Communities, (12) Responsible Consumption and Production, (13) Climate Action,
(14) Life Below Water, (15) Life On Land, (16) Peace, Justice, and Strong Institutions, (17) Partnerships for the
Goals.

Railways launches Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana


Railways has launched Rail Kaushal Vikas Yojana, a programme under the aegis of Pradhan Mantri
Kaushal Vikas Yojana. It empowers youth by way of providing entry-level training in industry relevant
skills through Railway Training Institutes as part of 75 years of independence ‗Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav‘.



The training will be provided to 50 thousand candidates over a period of three years. Initially, the training
will be provided to one thousand candidates in four trades - Electrician, Welder, Machinist and Fitter. It will
comprise of initial basic training of 100 hours.
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Candidates who are 10th pass and between 18 to 35 years shall be eligible to apply. Participants in the scheme
will, however, have no claim to seek employment in Railways on the basis of this training. 75 Railway
Training Institutes spread across the country have been shortlisted to provide training in aforesaid trades, to cover
youth from all over the country.

Indian Railways (IR) is the fourth-largest railway network in the world by size. There are a total of 18 Railway
zones. South Coast Railway Zone is the newest and 18th railway zone, headquartered at Visakhapatnam, Andhra
Pradesh. Ashwini Vaishnaw is currently serving as the Minister of Railways in the Government of India. He was
elected as the BJP candidate from Maharashtra for the Rajya Sabha on 3 June 2016. The practice of a separate
Railway Budget was started by the British in 1924 under the recommendation of a 10-member Acworth
Committee headed by British economist William Mitchell Acworth in 1920-21. On 21 September 2016,
Government of India approved the merger of the Railway Budget with the Union budget of India, and thus came
to end — a 92-year-old practice of separate rail and general budgets.

Home Minister Amit Shah launched Ujjwala 2.0 scheme


Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Ujjwala 2.0 scheme during his day-long visit to Madhya
Pradesh. Mr. Shah also addressed the tribal community of the state and participate in various other programs.



Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the second phase of the Ujjwala cooking gas scheme on 10 August
this year. Ujjwala 2.0 scheme aims to cover 10 million more beneficiaries in the second phase of the scheme.



Under Ujjwala 2.0, migrant workers can avail a free cooking gas connection on the basis of a selfdeclaration without any need for documents like address proof. Ujjwala 2.0 aims to provide deposit-free
LPG connections to low-income families who could not be covered under the first phase of PMUY.



In Ujjwala 2.0, the beneficiaries are also being provided with a stove free of cost. Under the scheme, the first
gas cylinder is free worth over Rs 800. More than 8.16 crore gas connections have been provided under Ujjwala
yojana, while around 16.66 lakh connections have been issued till date under Ujjwala 2.0. In Madhya Pradesh too,
around 71 lakh gas connections are provided under Ujjwala scheme.

Amit Anilchandra Shah is currently serving as the Minister of Home Affairs and the first Minister of Cooperation of India. He served as the President of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from 2014 to 2020. He was elected
to the lower house of Parliament, Lok Sabha, in the 2019 Indian general elections from Gandhinagar. Earlier, he
had been elected as a member of the upper house of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, from Gujarat in 2017. Sworn in at
the age of 54, he is the youngest serving full-time Home Minister.

Education Ministry forms National Steering Committee for development of National Curriculum
Frameworks


The Ministry of Education has formed the National Steering Committee for the development of National
Curriculum Frameworks. The committee will be chaired by former ISRO Chairman Dr K Kasturirangan.



Chancellor of National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration Mahesh Chandra Pant,
Chairman of National Book Trust Govind Prasad Sharma, Vice-Chancellor of the Jamia Millia Islamia University
Najma Akhtar, First Vice-Chancellor of Central Tribal University of Andhra Pradesh T V Kattimani, guest
professor at IIT Gandhinagar and Indian author of French origin Michel Danino and American mathematician of
Indian origin Manjul Bhargava are part of the 12 member committee.



As per the perspectives of the NEP 2020, the Committee will develop four National Curriculum Frameworks the National Curriculum Framework for School Education, National Curriculum for Early Childhood
Care and Education, National Curriculum Framework for Teacher Education and National Curriculum
Framework for Adult Education.



The Committee will discuss different aspects of School Education, Early Childhood Care and Education,
Teacher Education and Adult Education keeping in focus all the recommendations of NEP 2020 related to
these four areas for proposing curriculum reforms.
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The Committee will discuss the position papers finalised by the National Focus Groups on different aspects
of all the four areas. The Committee will draw inputs from State Curriculum Frameworks received on the
Tech Platform for the National Curriculum Frameworks.

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), which was approved by the Union Cabinet of India on 29 July
2020, outlines the vision of India‘s new education system. The new policy replaces the previous National Policy
on Education, 1986. The NEP 2020 replaces the National Policy on Education of 1986. In January 2015, a
committee under former Cabinet Secretary T. S. R. Subramanian started the consultation process for the New
Education Policy. Based on the committee report, in June 2017, the draft NEP was submitted in 2019 by a panel
led by former Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) chief Krishnaswamy Kasturirangan. The policy is a
comprehensive framework for elementary education to higher education as well as vocational training in both rural and
urban India. The policy aims to transform India‘s education system by 2040. Shortly after the release of the policy,
the government clarified that no one will be forced to study any particular language and that the medium of instruction
will not be shifted from English to any regional language. The language policy in NEP is a broad guideline and
advisory in nature; and it is up to the states, institutions, and schools to decide on the implementation.
Education in India is a Concurrent List subject.

SC collegium recommends names to Centre, 13 HCs to get new Chief Justices


Thirteen high courts in the country will get new Chief Justices (CJs) as the Supreme Court collegium
headed by CJI N V Ramana has recommended to the Centre eight names, including acting Calcutta High
Court CJ, Justice Rajesh Bindal, for elevation and transfer of five sitting CJs to other high courts.



Besides Justice Bindal, the Collegium has recommended names of Justices Ranjit V More, Satish Chandra
Sharma, Prakash Srivastava, R V Malimath, Ritu Raj Awasthi, Aravind Kumar and Prashant Kumar
Mishra for elevation as CJ of the high courts of Meghalaya, Telangana, Calcutta, Madhya Pradesh,
Karnataka, Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh respectively.

Article 124(2) of the Indian Constitution provides that the Judges of the Supreme Court are appointed by the
President after consultation with such a number of the Judges of the Supreme Court and of the High Courts in the
States as the President may deem necessary for the purpose. As per Article 217, the Judge of a High Court shall
be appointed by the President in consultation with the CJI and the State Governor, and, in the case of
appointment of a Judge other than the Chief Justice, the Chief Justice of the High Court. The names are
recommended by the Collegium. Collegium System is the system of appointment and transfer of judges that has
evolved through judgments of the Supreme Court, and not by an Act of Parliament or by a provision of the
Constitution. The Supreme Court collegium is headed by the CJI and comprises four other senior most judges
of the court. A HC collegium is led by its Chief Justice and four other senior most judges of that court. The
collegium sends its final recommendation to the President of India for approval. The President can either accept
it or reject it. In the case it is rejected, the recommendation comes back to the collegium. If the collegium
reiterates its recommendation to the President, then he/she is bound by that recommendation.

EC organises virtual National Conference on Accessible Elections 2021


The Election Commission organised a virtual National Conference on Accessible Elections 2021 with the
objective to assess the present accessibility policies and discuss strategies for addressing barriers to enhance
participation in electoral process for voters with disabilities.



The virtual conference was attended by Chief Electoral Officers, Civil Society Organisations representing
various disabilities and representatives from Government Ministries and Institutions.



Reaffirming Election Commission‘s commitment to make elections more inclusive, accessible, and voter friendly
for Persons With Disabilities, Chief Election Commissioner, Sushil Chandra said that the Commission values
the decision making role of primary stakeholders - the voters including persons with disabilities, who can
and should play a key role in electoral process.
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Recognising that a strong and vibrant democracy is founded on the bedrock of inclusion and participation,
deliberations focused on themes of Identification or mapping of Persons With Disabilities, Accessible
Registration, Facilitation at Polling Stations, Efficient use of Technology for Accessible elections, Accessible
Voter Education and Leveraging Partnerships and Collaborations and Media Outreach.

The Election Commission of India (ECI) is a permanent and independent body established by the Constitution
of India directly to ensure free and fair elections in the country. Article 324 of the Constitution provides that the
power of superintendence, direction, and control of elections to parliament, state legislatures, the office of the
president of India, and the office of vice-president of India shall be vested in the election commission. The body
administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, State Legislative Assemblies, State Legislative Councils
and the offices of the President and Vice President of the country. The Election Commission operates under the
authority of Constitution per Article 324, and subsequently enacted Representation of the People Act. It was
established in accordance with the Constitution on 25 th January 1950 (celebrated as national voters‘ day). The
secretariat of the commission is located in New Delhi. Originally the commission had only one election
commissioner but after the Election Commissioner Amendment Act 1989, it has been made a multi-member
body The Election Commission shall consist of the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) and such number of
other election commissioners, if any, as the President may from time to time fix. Presently, it consists of the
CEC and two Election Commissioners. The President appoints CEC and Election Commissioners. They have a
fixed tenure of six years, or up to the age of 65 years, whichever is earlier. The CEC can be removed from office
only through a process of removal similar to that of a SC judge by Parliament. Sushil Chandra is the current
Chief Election Commissioner of India. He previously served as the Chairperson of the Central Board of Direct
Taxes.

Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt arrived at Jakarta, Indonesia to participate in the 3 rd
edition of Bilateral Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti‘








Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt arrived at Jakarta, Indonesia on 18 Sep 21 to participate in the
3rd edition of Bilateral Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti‘ with the Indonesian Navy scheduled off the approaches to
Sunda Strait.
The exercise aims to strengthen the bilateral relationship, enhance mutual understanding and
interoperability in maritime operations between the two navies. The exercise will also provide an appropriate
platform to share best practices and develop a common understanding of Maritime Security Operations.
The participating Indian Navy ships Shivalik and Kadmatt are amongst the latest indigenously designed
and built multi-role Guided Missile Stealth Frigate and Anti-Submarine Corvette respectively, and form
part of the Indian Navy‘s Eastern Fleet, based at Visakhapatnam, under the Eastern Naval Command.
Indian Navy‘s Anti-Submarine Warfare capable Long Range Maritime Reconnaissance Aircraft P8I is also
participating in the exercise. KRI Bung Tomo, KRI Malahayati and Maritime Patrol and Reconnaissance
Aircraft CN-235 are representing Indonesian Navy.

In pursuance of India‘s Act East Policy, Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti‘ was conceived in 2018 as a bilateral IN-IDN
exercise. The exercise aims to strengthen the bilateral relationship, enhance mutual understanding and
interoperability in maritime operations between the two navies.

Gujarat retains top spot on food safety index


Gujarat has retained the best performing state recognition by topping the State Food Safety Index 2020-21.



The index is made by Food Safety Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). Gujarat had been adjudged best
state in the 2019-20 ranking as well. With an overall score of 72%, Gujarat has been adjudged the best performing
state among major states of the country.



As per the ranking of the 20 large states, Gujarat was the best state in the country in terms of food safety
with 72 points out of 100, highest across all the categories. Southern states of Kerala and Tamil Nadu bagged
the second and the third places respectively for ensuring food safety in the regions.
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Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, Karnataka and Telangana
formed the rest of the top-10 states in this category of states. Among the large states, Bihar ranked last at
20th position, while Andhra Pradesh was placed 19th and Rajasthan was 18th. Meanwhile, in the small states,
Goa topped the list, followed by Meghalaya and Manipur. Among the eight small states, Mizoram ranked last.



As far as the eight UTs are concerned, Jammu and Kashmir was ranked as the UT with highest food safety,
while Andaman and Nicobar Islands were ranked second and national capital of Delhi was ranked third.
Lakshadweep was ranked as the UT with the lowest standards of food safety, securing only 18 points out of 100,
the lowest among all categories.



The states and UTs were ranked on the basis of five parameters – Human Resources and Institutional Data
having 20% of the weightage, Compliance with 30% weightage, Food Testing – Infrastructure and Surveillance
being given 20% weightage, Training and Capacity Building having 10% weightage and Consumer
Empowerment being given 20% weightage.

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is a statutory body established under the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, Government of India. The FSSAI has been established under the Food Safety and
Standards Act, 2006, which is a consolidating statute related to food safety and regulation in India. FSSAI is
responsible for protecting and promoting public health through the regulation and supervision of food safety.
Rita Teaotia is the current Chairperson for FSSAI and Shri Arun Singhal is the current Chief Executive Officer
for FSSAI. It is headquartered in New Delhi.

NCW launches its 1st program in collaboration with Central University of Haryana






In an endeavour to make women independent and employment-ready, the National Commission for Women has
launched a country-wide capacity building and personality development program for women
Undergraduate and Post graduate students.
The Commission is collaborating with Central and State universities for organizing sessions on Personal
Capacity Building, Professional Career Skills and Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media to
prep women students for entering the job market.
NCW launched its first program in collaboration with the Central University of Haryana. The third session
on Digital Literacy and Effective Use of Social Media aims to generate awareness among women on safe
usage of internet and social media platforms. It will raise awareness about cyber-crimes among women and
advise them about the resources/recourse available to them for preventing and handling cyber-crimes.

The National Commission for Women (NCW) is the statutory body of the Government of India, generally
concerned with advising the government on all policy matters affecting women. It was established on 31 January
1992 under the provisions of the Indian Constitution, as defined in the 1990 National Commission for Women
Act. The first head of the commission was Jayanti Patnaik. In a notification, the Women and Child Development
Ministry said, ―Central Government hereby nominates Rekha Sharma as Chairperson of the National
Commission for Women, for another term of three years wef 07.08.2021, or till the age of 65 years or until
further orders whichever is the earliest.‖ Sharma assumed the charge of NCW chairperson on August 7, 2018.

India, Nepal begin joint military exercise in Uttarakhand


India and Nepal began a 14-day combined battalion-level military exercise, called ‗Surya Kiran‘, in
Uttarakhand‘s Pithoragarh. During the exercise, an Infantry Battalion each from the Indian Army and the
Nepali Army will be training together to develop inter-operability and share their experience of counterterrorism and disaster relief operations.



Each year, the Surya Kiran series of exercises is conducted in either Nepal or India. In 2019, the last edition
of the Surya Kiran exercise was concluded in Nepal.

Amit Shah to address first national cooperative conference in Delhi


Under Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of ―Sahakar se Samriddhi,‖ India‘s first cooperative
conference was held at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi on September 25 where Union
Home Minister and Minister for Cooperation Amit Shah addressed more than 2,000 cooperative members.
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Under the leadership of the Prime Minister, the Ministry of Cooperation has been formed and the reins of
the ministry were handed over to Amit Shah. The core mantra of the Ministry of Cooperation is to strengthen
the cooperative movement in the country, provide a separate administrative, legal and policy framework and
streamline the processes to enable the development of Multi-State Cooperative Societies (MSCS).

The Ministry of Co-operation is a ministry under the Government of India which was formed in July 2021. The
ministry provides a separate administrative, legal and policy framework for strengthening the cooperative movement in
the country. The ministry‘s creation was announced on 6 July 2021 along with its vision statement of ―Sahkar se
samriddhi‖ (Prosperity from cooperation). Before the creation of this ministry, the objectives of this ministry
were looked after by the Ministry of Agriculture. The ministry works in strengthening co-operatives at the
grassroot level, working to streamline processes for ‗Ease of doing business‘ for co-operatives and enabling the
development of Multi-State Co-operatives (MSCS). Amit Shah is the first and current minister of it.

India hosts first India-United Kingdom Consular Dialogue through video conferencing


India hosted the first India-United Kingdom Consular Dialogue through video conferencing. At this inaugural
Consular Dialogue, the two sides discussed ways to further strengthen people-to-people contacts between the
two countries as part of the India-UK 2030 roadmap.



They also discussed ways to facilitate consular access and early resolution of consular grievances including
through systematic information sharing, and cooperation on visas, extradition cases and mutual legal assistance.
Both sides agreed to hold the next round of this Dialogue in 2022, in London, at a mutually convenient date.

PM Narendra Modi and Mark Widmar, CEO of First Solar agree on enhancement of
manufacturing of Solar in India


Prime minister Narendra Modi and Mark Widmar, CEO of First Solar agreed on enhancement of the
manufacturing of Solar in India. Mr Widmar expressed happiness with the Indian policies for climate change
and related industries.



Mr Modi spoke about the one world, one sun and one grid initiative and its potential. He referred to India‘s
ambitious target of 450 GW of renewable energy. Emphasizing on India‘s focus on manufacturing for solar
energy, Mr Modi said, companies in the field of solar energy can take maximum advantage our Production
Linked Incentive, PLI schemes. The Prime minister also spoke about India‘s green hydrogen mission.

Recently, the Union cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textile sector.
In order to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down on import bills, the union government in March 2020
introduced a PLI scheme that aims to give companies incentives on incremental sales from products
manufactured in domestic units. Apart from inviting foreign companies to set shop in India, the scheme also
aims to encourage local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units. The Scheme has also been
approved for sectors such as automobiles, pharmaceuticals, IT hardware including laptops, mobile phones &
telecom equipment, white goods, chemical cells, food processing, etc.

India‘s largest floating solar power plant commissioned in Andhra Pradesh


Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has successfully commissioned India‘s largest Floating Solar PV
plant. Located at NTPC Simhadri in Andhra Pradesh, the 25 MW floating SPV project covers an area of
100 acres.



Besides producing clean power, the project will also reduce water evaporation by providing shade to the
covered area. It will also have a higher yield as compared to conventional ground-mounted projects due to
the cooling effect. The floating solar project is to be set up under the Flexibilisation Scheme, notified by the
Government of India in 2018.

Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have Five Deputy Chief Ministers one each from Scheduled Caste,
Scheduled Tribe, backward, minority and Kapu communities. YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is the current Chief
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Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have three capital cities; there are
Visakhapatnam (Executive capital), Amaravati (Legislative capital) and Kurnool (Judiciary). Andhra Pradesh
High Court imposed a stay on implementation of 3 capitals. Andhra Pradesh is the first state to be formed on a
linguistic basis in India on 1 October 1953. On 2 June 2014, Telangana was separated from the northwestern
part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly formed state with Hyderabad as its capital.

High power transmitters at world‘s highest radio station at Humbatingla in Kargil inaugurated


Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur inaugurated high power transmitters at world‘s
highest radio station at Humbatingla in Kargil.



At an altitude of 13 thousand 300 feet from mean sea level, each 10 kW High Power Transmitters of All
India Radio FM radio station and Doordarshan will improve the transmission and the reach in the region
especially in Kargil and Batalik sectors.



With the inauguration of highest elevated transmitters, people in the mountainous region would get better
quality services of AIR and DD. The new transmitters are part of Government‘s efforts to improve information
reach to the public, especially to the bordering villages in Ladakh.

PM Narendra Modi addresses 76th session of UN General Assembly in New York


Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the 76th session of UN General Assembly in New York. It was a
message of hope, caution and earnestly. He warned the global community to be aware of the challenges of
terrorism.



The prime minister spent the first two days of the three-day visit in Washington DC where he participated in
the Quad Leaders‘ Summit and held separate bilateral meetings as well. PM Modi met US vice president
Kamala Harris followed by meetings with Australian and Japanese counterparts.



The Prime Minister said that those who use it as a political tool must understand that terrorism is a double edged
sword and can be a threat for them as well. Mr. Modi announced that India is developing the world‘s largest
Green Hydrogen hub.



According to the Ministry of External Affairs, the theme for the event is ‗Building Resilience through hope to
recover from COVID-19, rebuild sustainably, respond to the needs of the planet, respect the rights of
people, and revitalize the United Nations.‘

BJP MLA Nimaben Acharya becomes Gujarat Assembly‘s first woman Speaker


Senior BJP MLA Nimaben Acharya has become the first woman Speaker of the Gujarat Legislative
Assembly as the opposition Congress has supported her nomination for the post.



She is elected unopposed to the post when the Assembly meets for two days on September 27 and 28 for the
monsoon session. Leader of Opposition Paresh Dhanani has also supported Nimaben‘s nomination for the post.

The Office of the Speaker of Legislative Assembly is a constitutional one. Under Article 178 of the Indian
Constitution every Legislative Assembly of a State shall, choose one of its Members as Speaker. It is the Speaker
who determines what matters are ‗money‘ matters as these fall within the exclusive jurisdiction of the
Legislative Assembly. If the Speaker certifies a Bill as a Money Bill, his decision is final. Under the Constitution,
the Speaker exercises only a casting vote in the case of equality of votes in any matter. The Speaker holds the
Office from the date of his election till immediately before the first meeting of the Legislative Assembly after the
dissolution of the one to which he was elected, unless he ceases to be a member by any of the reasons specified in
Article 179 of the Indian Constitution.

------------------
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Yoshihide Suga to step down as Japanese PM over his govt‘s handling of COVID-19


Yoshihide Suga will step down as Japanese Prime Minister amid increasing anger over his government‘s
handling of COVID-19. Mr. Suga announced that he would not seek re-election for leadership race for the
ruling Liberal Democratic party. The winner of that contest will lead the party in a general election that
must be held by November 30.



Suga became Prime Minister just one year ago after long-serving Prime Minister Shinzo Abe stepped down
over health concerns. He said during a party meeting that he wanted to focus on the coronavirus pandemic
instead of continuing on as the head of the LDP.

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga.

Water World Becomes First Colorado Theme Park Designated As Certified Autism Center


Hyland Hills Water World has earned the Certified Autism Cente (CAC) designation, granted by the
International Board of Credentialing and Continuing Education Standards (IBCCES). The certification
demonstrates the park‘s commitment to providing a welcoming environment for guests with autism and other
sensory sensitivities.



To receive the CAC designation, Hyland Hills Water World staff completed a training and certification
program to learn how to better communicate and engage with guests with sensory needs and their family
members, as well as safety concerns and protocols. The park also received an onsite review provided by IBCCES
which included sensory guides for rides and recommendations to ensure guest experience is as positive as
possible.



Water World is a beloved place for many Coloradans with a long and rich history of serving the
community. The park is full of fun summer sounds, tastes and smells and it has plenty of things to touch and see.

Hakainde Hichilema: Zambia‘s new President


Zambia‘s veteran opposition leader Hakainde Hichilema has been sworn in as president in front of a
packed stadium in the capital, Lusaka. His election has raised the hopes of his counterparts in other African
states that they too can overcome state repression and one day rise to power.



During a long political career that saw him fail in five previous bids to become president, Mr Hichilema was
brutalised, tear-gassed and even detained for a traffic offence in 2017 that was deemed treasonous after his
convoy failed to give way to the motorcade of outgoing President Edgar Lungu. But in an extraordinary reversal
of his fortunes, the man once declared an enemy of the state was sworn in as Zambia‘s seventh president
after defeating Mr Lungu in their latest election duel on 12 August.

Zambia is a landlocked country at the crossroads of Central, Southern and East Africa. The capital city of
Zambia is Lusaka. The kwacha is the currency of Zambia.
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India launches soft skills training programme for women entrepreneurs in Bangladesh


The High Commission of India in association with the ICT Ministry of Bangladesh and Women & Ecommerce and SilkOak global limited launched a yearlong soft skills training programme in Dhaka.



The training programme will help the women entrepreneurs of Bangladesh to develop communication skills
and presentation skills among other soft skills beneficial to facilitate their business efforts. More than 700
women entrepreneurs have already registered for the training series. The programme will be run in hybrid mode
with physical workshops and virtual learning elements.

Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. It shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). Nepal, Bhutan
and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. Dhaka is its capital and largest city,
followed by Chittagong, which has the country‘s largest port. Bangladeshi taka is the currency of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman often shortened as Sheikh Mujib or Mujib, was a Bangladeshi
politician, statesman and Founding Father of Bangladesh who served as the first President and later as
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh from 17 April 1971 until his assassination on 15 August 1975. Mohammad
Abdul Hamid is the 16th and current President of Bangladesh, in office since April 2013. Sheikh Hasina is the
current Prime Minister of the Bangladesh. India shares its longest international border with Bangladesh (4,096kilometer) (2,545-mile).

El Salvador top court rules presidents can serve two consecutive terms


El Salvador‘s top court has ruled that the country‘s president can serve two consecutive terms, opening the
door for incumbent Nayib Bukele to stand for re-election in 2024. In 2014, the same court ruled that
Presidents would have to wait 10 years after leaving office to be re-elected.



The constitutional chamber of the Supreme Court of Justice ordered the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to
enable a president who had not been in office in the immediately preceding period to participate in the
electoral contest for a second occasion.

El Salvador is a country in Central America. El Salvador‘s capital and largest city is San Salvador. The
currency is United States dollar. Nayib Bukele is the cuurent President of it.

Australia, Malaysia, Singapore and South Africa launch central bank digital currency scheme


Central banks in Australia, Singapore, Malaysia and South Africa will conduct a cross border payments
trial using different central bank digital currencies (CBDC) to assess if this allows transactions to be settled
more cheaply and easily.



Many governments and central banks around the world are exploring the use of CBDCs, which are digital
forms of existing currencies. Some, like China, are trialing retail-focused CBDCs designed to replicate cash in
circulation, while others are considering using so-called wholesale CBDCs to improve the internal workings of
their financial systems.



Most projects are still in the early stages and are domestically focused, but developing global rules and
frameworks for how CBDCs can be used internationally is complicated technically, and potentially politically.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) is working on a phased implementation strategy for its own digital currency
and is in the process of launching it in wholesale and retail segments in the near future. A high-level interministerial committee set up by the Finance Ministry had recommended Central Bank Digital Currency
(CBDC) with changes in the legal framework including the RBI Act, which currently empowers the RBI to regulate
issuance of bank notes. Digital Currency is a payment method which exists only in electronic form and is not
tangible. It can be transferred between entities or users with the help of technology like computers, smartphones
and the internet. Although it is similar to physical currencies, digital money allows borderless transfer of
ownership as well as instantaneous transactions. Digital currency is also known as digital money and cybercash.
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In world first, bitcoin becomes legal tender in El Salvador


El Salvador became the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender, a real-world experiment
proponents say will lower commission costs for billions of dollars sent home from abroad but which critics
warned may fuel money laundering.



The plan spearheaded by the young, charismatic and popular President Nayib Bukele is aimed at allowing
Salvadorans to save on $400 million spent annually in commissions for remittances, mostly sent from the
United States.

El Salvador is a country in Central America. El Salvador‘s capital and largest city is San Salvador. Nayib
Armando Bukele Ortez is the current President of El Salvador. US Dollar is the currency of it.
Cryptocurrency is a specific type of virtual currency, which is decentralised and protected by cryptographic
encryption techniques. Bitcoin, Ethereum, Ripple are a few notable examples of cryptocurrencies. Bitcoin is a
type of digital currency that enables instant payments to anyone. Bitcoin was introduced in 2009. Bitcoin is
based on an open-source protocol and is not issued by any central authority. The origin of Bitcoin is unclear, as
is who founded it. A person, or a group of people, who went by the identity of Satoshi Nakamoto are said to have
conceptualised an accounting system in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis. In 2018, The RBI issued a
circular preventing all banks from dealing in cryptocurrencies. This circular was declared unconstitutional by
the Supreme Court in May 2020. Recently, the government has announced to introduce a bill; Cryptocurrency
and Regulation of Official Digital Currency Bill, 2021, to create a sovereign digital currency and simultaneously
ban all private cryptocurrencies.

Top Indian and Chinese commanders agreed to a speedy resolution of outstanding issues on the
Line of Actual Control (LAC) at the 12th round of military talks held in the Ladakh sector




Top Indian and Chinese commanders agreed to a speedy resolution of outstanding issues on the Line of
Actual Control (LAC) at the 12th round of military talks held in the Ladakh sector, with the dialogue
focusing on disengagement of rival troops from the remaining flashpoints on the contested border, said a joint
statement issued.
The corps commander-ranked officers met in the latest attempt to reduce border tensions between the two
countries, amid hopes in some quarters of reaching an understanding on the disengagement of rival soldiers
from Hot Springs and Gogra.



The joint statement described the talks as ―a candid and in-depth exchange of views on resolution of remaining
areas related to disengagement along the LAC in the Western Sector of India-China border areas.‖



The latest round of talks was held following the meeting of the Indian and Chinese foreign ministers on
July 14, in Dushanbe, and the 22nd meeting of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on
India-China Border Affairs (WMCC) on June 25. India and China have been locked in a border row for
almost 15 months, a phase that witnessed a deadly skirmish in the Galwan Valley and saw tensions spiral
between the rival armies on the north and south banks of Pangong Tso last year.



Major Friction Points: Apart from PP15 and PP17A, PP14 in Galwan Valley, and Finger 4 on the north
bank of Pangong Tso and Rezang La and Rechin La on the south bank of Chang Chenmo River, were
identified as friction points.



Current Disengagement: The agreement on Patrolling Point (PP) 17A (Gogra post) was reached but China
is not inclined to move back from PP15 (Hot Springs area); China continues to insist that it is holding its
own side of the Line of Actual Control (LAC).



The disengagement at PP17A is likely to follow the process that was adopted for PP14 in the Galwan Valley
and Pangong Tso where a time-frame was set for withdrawal. Both sides agreed to resolve these remaining
issues in an expeditious manner in accordance with the existing agreements and protocols and maintain the
momentum of dialogue and negotiations. Both sides also agreed that in the interim they will continue their
effective efforts in ensuring stability along the LAC in the Western sector and jointly maintain peace and
tranquility.
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China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the
People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of
China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan
joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam,
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part
by the nine-dash line. China and India are the two neighbouring countries in Asia. India shares 3488 km of
border with China that runs along the states of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand
and Arunachal Pradesh. The Belt and Road Initiative, known in Chinese and formerly in English as One Belt
One Road or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese
government in 2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and international organizations.
Pangong Tso Lake is located in the Union Territory of Ladakh. It is situated at a height of almost 4,350m and is the
world‘s highest saltwater lake. Extending to almost 160 km, one-third of the Pangong Lake lies in India and the
other two-thirds in China.

In World First, Cuba Starts Covid Jabs For Toddlers


Cuba became the first country in the world to vaccinate children from the age of two against Covid-19,
using home-grown jabs not recognized by the World Health Organization.



The communist island of 11.2 million people aims to inoculate all its children before reopening schools that
have been closed for the most part since March 2020. The new school year started but from home via television
programs, as most Cuban homes do not have internet access. Having completed clinical trials on minors with its
Abdala and Soberana vaccines, Cuba kicked off its inoculation campaign for children starting with those 12 and
older.

Cuba is located in the northern Caribbean where the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Ocean meet. Havana is the largest city and capital. In Cuba, until 1 January 2021, there were two currencies,
both called peso. One is the ―Cuban peso‖ (CUP) and the other is the Cuban convertible peso. On 10 December
2020, it was announced that CUCs will start to be withdrawn from circulation from 1 January 2021, leaving the
CUP as the only currency in circulation, pegged at US$1 = 24 CUP.

In Rotterdam, the world‘s first ‗floating farm‘ is helping save agricultural land


In Rotterdam, the world‘s first ‗floating farm‘ is helping save agricultural land. The port of Rotterdam is
not only the largest in Europe, but also the location of an unusual farm. Since 2019, dairy cows have been kept
here - in a barn that floats in the harbour basin.



The world is under pressure and there is less and less agricultural land‖, co-owner Minke van Wingerden
explains. ―Our idea is that we can create a farmland near the city that can adapt to the climate.‖

Bangladesh I&B Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud inaugurates Bangabandhu Media Centre


Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud inaugurated the Bangabandhu
Media Centre at the Press Club of India in New Delhi. Dr. Mahmud said, this initiative will strengthen the
Indo-Bangladesh relationship.



Remembering the contribution of Bangabandhu, Dr. Mahmud said, Sheikh Mujibur Rahman sacrificed his life
for the freedom and the people of Bangladesh. He thanked India for playing a critical role in the liberation
efforts of Bangladesh saying that it had not been possible to liberate Bangladesh without the help of India.



High Commissioner of Bangladesh in India, Mr. Muhammad Imran said, this is the 50 th year of diplomatic
relation between India and Bangladesh.
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Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. It shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). Nepal, Bhutan
and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. Dhaka is its capital and largest city,
followed by Chittagong, which has the country‘s largest port. Bangladeshi taka is the currency of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh. Sheikh Mujibur Rahman often shortened as Sheikh Mujib or Mujib, was a Bangladeshi
politician, statesman and Founding Father of Bangladesh who served as the first President and later as
the Prime Minister of Bangladesh from 17 April 1971 until his assassination on 15 August 1975. Mohammad
Abdul Hamid is the 16th and current President of Bangladesh, in office since April 2013. Sheikh Hasina is the
current Prime Minister of the Bangladesh. India shares its longest international border with Bangladesh (4,096kilometer) (2,545-mile).

Taliban Unveils New Cabinet, Includes US-Designated Terrorist


Mullah Mohammad Hassan, the little-known head of the Taliban‘s leadership council, was named as acting
prime minister. Taliban co-founder Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar, the main public face of the group who
signed a peace deal with the Trump administration last year, will serve as his deputy.



Sirajuddin Haqqani, leader of the Haqqani Network who is on the FBI‘s most wanted list for terrorism,
will serve as acting interior minister. That may complicate any moves by the U.S. to cooperate with the
Taliban, particularly as President Joe Biden urges the Taliban to cut all ties with terrorist groups.



At least 14 members of the Taliban‘s hardline interim government in Kabul are on the UN Security
Council‘s terrorism blacklist, including acting Prime Minister Mullah Mohammad Hasan Akhund and his
both deputies, raising concern of the international community over the composition of the new Cabinet
in Afghanistan.



Specially designated global terrorist Sirajuddin Haqqani, who carries a reward of $10-million US bounty
on his head, is the acting interior minister. Acting Defence Minister Mullah Yaqoob, acting Foreign
Minister Mullah Amir Khan Muttaqi and his deputy Sher Mohammad Abbas Stanikzai are all listed under
the UNSC 1988 Sanctions Committee.



The 33-member interim Cabinet includes four of the five leaders known as the ―Taliban Five‖ who were
once held at the Guantanamo Bay prison. They include Mullah Mohammad Fazil (deputy defence minister),
Khairullah Khairkhwa (information and culture minister), Mullah Noorullah Noori (Borders and Tribal Affairs
minister) and Mullah Abdul Haq Wasiq (Director of Intelligence). The fifth member of the group, Mohammad
Nabi Omari, has been appointed as governor of eastern Khost Province recently. Acting Prime Minister Mullah
Hasan has been described as ―a close associate‖ of Taliban founder Mullah Omar in a UN sanctions report. Both
Deputy Prime Ministers — Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and Maulvi Abdul Salam Hanafi, who is
involved in drug trafficking, are also on the UN blacklist.

Afghanistan is a landlocked country at the crossroads of Central and South Asia. It is bordered by Pakistan and
India to the east and south, Iran to the west, Turkmenistan, Uzbekistan, and Tajikistan to the north,
and China to the northeast. It is inhabited by 31.4 million people as of 2020, with 4.6 million living in the capital
and largest city, Kabul. Hibatullah Akhundzada is the third Supreme Commander of the Taliban and the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan. Abdul Ghani Baradar is the First Vice Emir of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan.
The afghani is the currency of it. The twenty-year-long war between the government and the Taliban reached a
climax with the 2021 Taliban offensive and the resulting fall of Kabul which returned the Taliban to power.

World‘s largest plant designed to suck carbon dioxide from air starts in Iceland


The world‘s largest plant designed to suck carbon dioxide out of the air and turning it into rock started
running in Iceland. The plant, named Orca, after the Icelandic word orka meaning energy, consists of four
units, each made up of two metal boxes, similar in appearance to the containers used for maritime transport.



Constructed by Switzerland‘s Climeworks and Iceland‘s Carbfix, when operating at capacity the plant will
draw 4,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide out of the air every year, according to the companies.
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According to the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), that equates to the emissions from about 870 cars.
To collect the carbon dioxide, the plant uses fans to draw air into a collector, which has a filter material inside.
Proponents of so-called carbon capture and storage (CCS) believe these technologies can become a major
tool in the fight against climate change.

Iceland is a Nordic island country in the North Atlantic Ocean and the most sparsely populated country in
Europe. The capital and largest city is Reykjavík. Katrin Jakobsdottir is an Icelandic politician serving as the
prime minister of Iceland since 2017. The krona is the currency of Iceland.

Dubai gets world‘s first ‗green‘ mosque


Dubai just got the world‘s first ‗green‘ mosque. As per the reports, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority
(DEWA) inaugurated the world‘s first green mosque, which also received platinum rating for green buildings
by the Leadership for Energy and Environmental Design (LEED v4) from the US Green Buildings Council
(USGBC) with 83 points.



The mosque has a 25 m high minaret, green charger station, car and motor bicycle parking, and other facilities.
Reportedly, the mosque conserves around 55 per cent of water and 26.5 per cent of energy. Solar
photovoltaic panels have been installed and a water treatment unit to reuse the water for cleaning and
irrigation.

India, Japan holds sixth Maritime Affairs Dialogue in virtual format


India and Japan held their sixth Maritime Affairs Dialogue in a virtual format. The consultations involved
exchanges on developments in the maritime security environment, regional cooperation activities and
opportunities for cooperation between the two countries in the Indo-Pacific region.

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga.

Lebanon gets a new government, its first since last year‘s deadly port blast


A new government has been formed in crisis-ridden Lebanon, ending a more than year-long power vacuum
that began shortly after the August 2020 Beirut port blast.



Prime Minister Najib Mikati, a billionaire who has already twice served as premier, will lead a cabinet of
ministers that will preside over an economic depression which the World Bank considers one of the world‘s
worst since the mid-19th century.



Mikati visited Lebanese President Michel Aoun at the Baabda Presidential Palace where he signed a decree
to form the new government in the presence of Parliament Speaker Nabih Berri.

Lebanon is a country in Western Asia. Beirut is the capital and largest city of Lebanon. The Lebanese pound is the
currency of Lebanon. Michel Aoun is a Lebanese politician who serves as the President of Lebanon.

Dushanbe Declaration: Afghanistan, Terrorism Top Agenda in SCO Summit


The annual summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was held in Tajikistan‘s capital city
of Dushanbe in a hybrid format and was attended by the leaders of the SCO member states, observer states,
secretary general of the SCO, executive director of the SCO regional anti-terrorist structure, Turkmenistan
president and some invited guests.



The meeting was chaired by H.E. Emomali Rahmon, the President of Tajikistan. Prime Minister Shri
Narendra Modi addressed the Summit via video-link. At Dushanbe, India was represented by External
Affairs Minister, Dr. S. Jaishankar.
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The Member States reaffirm the special role of the SCO Regional Anti- Terrorist Structure in the joint
fight against terrorism, separatism and extremism in order to ensure regional security and will build the
capacity of competent authorities in these areas of cooperation. Priority will be given to the implementation of the
2022- 2024 Programme of Cooperation of SCO Member States in Countering Terrorism, Separatism and
Extremism.



The SCO member states expressed their support for Afghanistan as an independent, neutral, united,
democratic and peaceful state, free of terrorism, war and drugs. Member States believe that it is critical to
have an inclusive government in Afghanistan, with representatives from all ethnic, religious and political groups
of Afghan society.

The SCO was formed on the basis of the agreements on confidence-building in the military sphere and on
mutual reduction of armed forces in the border area signed by the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People‘s
Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tajikistan in Shanghai
and Moscow in 1996 and 1997 respectively. The need to make efforts to transform the Shanghai Five into a
regional structure of multilateral cooperation in various spheres was noted in the Dushanbe Declaration of 4
July 2000 by the heads of State of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People‘s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tajikistan. The original five members, with the exclusion of Uzbekistan,
were previously members of the Shanghai Five group, founded on 26 April 1996. Since then, the organization has
expanded its membership to eight states when India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 9 June 2017
at a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. SCO is headquartered in Shanghai.

Aziz Akhannouch named as Morocco‘s new Prime Minister


King Mohammed VI of Morocco has appointed Aziz Akhannouch of the liberal National Rally of
Independents (RNI) party as Prime Minister and asked him to form a government. RNI emerged as the
biggest party Parliamentary election, crushing the Islamists who had led the country for a decade. Mr Aziz
Akhannouch is a billionaire seen as close to the monarchy.



Ten years ago the Islamist Justice and Development Party became the country‘s biggest party in Parliament
after electoral reforms were introduced following the Arab Spring protests which swept North Africa and the
Middle East.

Moroccois a country in the Maghreb region of North Africa. Its capital is Rabat; The Moroccan dirham is the
official monetary currency of Morocco.

England is the first country to require new homes to include EV chargers


The British government will introduce legislation in 2021 that will require all newly built homes and offices
to feature electric vehicle chargers in England.



Specifically, all new homes and offices will have to feature ―smart‖ charging devices that can automatically
charge vehicles during off-peak periods. The proposal is part of the movement to rapidly boost the number of
chargers across England ahead of the UK‘s 2030 ban of new fossil-fuel vehicles.

A charging station, also called an EV charger or electric vehicle supply equipment (EVSE), is a piece of
equipment that supplies electrical power for charging plug-in electric vehicles (including hybrids, neighborhood
electric vehicles, trucks, buses, and others). Although batteries can only be charged with DC power, most electric
vehicles have an onboard AC-to-DC converter that allows them to be plugged into a standard household AC
electrical receptacle. Inexpensive low-power public charging stations will also provide AC power, known as ―AC
charging stations‖. Most fully electric car models can accept both AC and DC power. The Government of India
has approved amendments in Electric Vehicle (EV) charging guidelines. A phase-wise installation of charging
infrastructure: The first phase (1-3 years) : All megacities and connected expressways with a population of 4
million-plus as per census 2011. The second phase (3-5 years): State capitals, UT headquarters. At least one
charging station is to be set up in a grid of 3 km X 3 km in the cities. One charging station at every 25 km on
both sides of highways/roads. Fast charging station at every 100 kms (one on each side of the highways).
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PM Narendra Modi attended first in-person Quad summit to be hosted by Biden


Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the first-ever in-person summit of Quad leaders in US on
September 24 along with President Joe Biden, Australia PM Scott Morrison and Japan PM Yoshihide Suga.
The meeting comes amid mounting global concerns over China‘s growing military muscle-flexing in the IndoPacific region.



This was PM‘s first in-person with President Biden after he took over the office as President of the United
States. Prime Ministers Narendra Modi further joined Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison and
Japan‘s PM Yoshihide Suga for the first in-person Quad meeting along with President Biden.



Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, Japan and
Australia with a shared objective to ensure and support a ―free, open and prosperous‖ Indo-Pacific region.

The Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (QSD, also known as the Quad) is a strategic dialogue between the United
States, India, Japan and Australia that is maintained by talks between member countries. The dialogue was
initiated in 2007 by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, with the support of U.S. Vice President Dick Cheney,
Australian Prime Minister John Howard, and Indian Prime Minister Manmohan Singh. The dialogue was paralleled
by joint military exercises of an unprecedented scale, titled Exercise Malabar. The diplomatic and military
arrangement was widely viewed as a response to increased Chinese economic and military power, and the
Chinese government responded to the Quadrilateral dialogue by issuing formal diplomatic protests to its members

Norway‘s leftwing opposition led by Jonas Gahr Store wins polls


Norway‘s left-wing opposition headed by Labour Party leader Jonas Gahr Store won general election after
a campaign dominated by questions about the future of the key oil industry in Western Europe‘s largest producer.



The left-wing unseated a centre-right coalition headed by Conservative Prime Minister Erna Solberg since
2013. The five countries in the Nordic region – a bastion of social democracy – will thus all be governed by leftwing governments soon.

Norway is a Nordic country in Northern Europe whose mainland territory comprises the western and
northernmost portion of the Scandinavian Peninsula. The Nordic countries, or the Nordics, or Norden (literally ―the
North‖), are a geographical and cultural region in Northern Europe and the North Atlantic, which includes the
sovereign states of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as well as the autonomous countries of the
Faroe Islands and Greenland (both part of the Kingdom of Denmark). Oslo is the capital city of Norway.
The krone is the currency of Norway.

15th Edition of Indo - Nepal joint military training, exercise Surya Kiran between Indian Army
and Nepali Army commenced


15th Edition of Indo - Nepal Joint Military Training, Exercise Surya Kiran between Indian Army and
Nepali Army is commencing at Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand.



During this exercise, an Infantry Battalion from Indian Army and an equivalent strength from Nepali Army
would be sharing their experiences gained during the conduct of various counter-insurgency operations over
a prolonged period in their respective countries.



As part of the exercise, both the Armies would familiarise themselves with each other‘s weapons, equipment,
tactics, techniques and procedures of operating in a counter-insurgency environment in mountainous terrain.

Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia located in the Himalaya. Nepalese rupee is the official currency of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. Constitution of Nepal is the present governing Constitution of Nepal.
Nepal is governed according to the Constitution which came into effect on September 20, 2015, replacing the
Interim Constitution of 2007. Sher Bahadur Deuba is currently serving as the Prime Minister of Nepal.
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US, UK and Australia announce formation of AUKUS- a new trilateral defence & security
partnership for Indo-Pacific


US, UK and Australia have announced the formation of AUKUS - a new trilateral security partnership for
Indo-Pacific region. It was announced in a joint address by British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, his
Australian counterpart Scott Morrison and US President Joe Biden with a vision for a safer and more
secure Indo-Pacific.



The first project of AUKUS will be able to help Australia acquire a nuclear-powered conventionally-armed
submarine fleet. The three heads of state reaffirmed their intention to continue to work with their allies and
groupings in tandem with AUKUS, with the Quad being mentioned by Morrison and Biden.



The Quad leaders - Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Japanese PM Yoshihide Suga, Australian Prime Minister
Scott Morrison and US President Joe Biden will meet at the White House on the 25 th of this month. Both Quad
and now AUKUS are more than likely to be seen as counterweights to China‘s growing muscle-flexing in
the Indo-Pacific region.

Vladimir Putin‘s United Russia party retain majority in Parliamentary polls


In Russia, the ruling United Russia party of incumbent President Vladimir Putin has retained a majority in
parliament after a three-day election.



The polls show that Putin remains a popular figure with many Russians crediting him for standing up to the
West and restoring national pride. The result looks unlikely to change the political landscape, with Putin, who
has been in power as President or Prime Minister since 1999, still dominating ahead of the next presidential
election in 2024.

Russia or the Russian Federation is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It
is the largest country in the world; covering over 17,125,191 square kilometres (6,612,073 sq mi), consisting of
more than one-eighth of the Earth‘s inhabited land area, extending to eleven time zones, and has bordering
sixteen sovereign nations. Vladimir Putin is serving as the current President of Russia since 2012, previously being
in the office from 1999 until 2008. He was also Prime Minister from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012.
Russian ruble or rouble is the currency of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Mishustin is serving as Prime
Minister of Russia since 16 January 2020.

Albania Votes in Its First Female Dominated Government


Albania‘s parliament voted in the first cabinet to be dominated by women since the multi-party system was
introduced 30 years ago.



After a parliamentary session which lasted more than 20 hours, Edi Rama was voted as Prime Minister for
third time after a landslide election victory in April. Of the 17-member cabinet, 12 will be women.

Albania is officially the Republic of Albania is a country in Southeastern Europe. Tirana is its capital and largest
city. The lek is the official currency of Albania.

Japan ruling party begins race to pick Suga successor


The race is on for the next Japanese Prime Minister. Official election campaigning kicked off for the new
head of Japan‘s governing Liberal Democratic Party, a role that typically signals the next national leader.



Four candidates are competing in the September 29 vote to replace outgoing Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga,
who will quit when his term ends at the end of this month after serving only one year.



He took over for predecessor Shinzo Abe. Unusually for Japan, two women are competing in the race. The only
other female challenger was in 2008, when Yuriko Koike, who is currently serving as Tokyo governor,
made a run. Four each submitted their official candidacy at party headquarters ahead of a series of joint public
debate sessions and other campaigning planned over the next 12 days.
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Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga.

OPEC+ struggles to pump more oil to meet rising demand


OPEC and its allies struggled again to pump enough oil in August to meet global demand as it recovers from
the coronavirus pandemic, potentially adding to upward pressures on oil prices.



Several OPEC+ members such as Nigeria, Angola and Kazakhstan have struggled in recent months to raise
output due to years of under-investment or large maintenance work that has been delayed by the COVID-19
pandemic.



Record high domestic fuel prices in India have become a major concern for citizens as it is impacting their
livelihoods, either directly or indirectly. While fuel prices have been high since last year, citizens are feeling the
pressure since May after OMCs went on a hiking spree.



The impact of high fuel prices is not just limited to vehicle owners; people who do not own a vehicle or even
a business that requires the use of petrol and diesel are affected by rising fuel prices. Fuel prices have
a cascading effect on the value of many other commodities, including essential items like food, medicines and
other FMCG goods. Simply put, an increase in fuel rates triggers a sharp rise in inflation and prices of
several other essential goods and services go up as a result. While vehicle owners have been forced to reduce
their fuel consumption, people from poorer sections of society are finding it hard to even buy daily groceries —
all because of higher fuel prices.



Without a consensus between the oil-producing countries, global oil rates could surge as production
remains lower in comparison to rising output. The outcome of the meeting will be crucial for a country like
India which imports almost 80 per cent of its domestic oil needs. However, there is another major factor
behind costlier petrol and diesel in India — taxes. India levies the highest taxes on petrol and diesel in the
world. Besides the central excise duty (Rs 32.90/litre), there is a dealer‘s commission and value-added tax VAT.

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) is an intergovernmental organization or cartel
of 13 countries. OPEC has a total of 13 Member Countries viz. Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, United Arab Emirates (UAE),
Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Libya, Nigeria, Gabon, Equatorial Guinea, Republic of Congo, Angola and Venezuela are
members of OPEC. Founded on 14 September 1960 in Baghdad by the first five members
(Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela), it has since 1965 been headquartered in Vienna, Austria,
although Austria is not an OPEC member state. The non-OPEC countries which export crude oil are termed
as OPEC plus countries. Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries Plus is a loosely affiliated entity
consisting of the OPEC members and 10 of the world‘s major non-OPEC oil-exporting nations which are:
Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Brunei, Kazakhstan, Malaysia, Mexico, Oman, Russia, South Sudan and Sudan.

India beats Germany, UK and Turkey to bag IAEA external auditor job


India has been elected as the external auditor to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a
prestigious institution that promotes peaceful use of nuclear energy, for a period of six years from 2022 to
2027 after beating Germany and the United Kingdom among other counties. India‘s comptroller and auditor
General GC Murmu was selected as the external auditor of IAEA and the ministry of external affairs (MEA)
said his candidature received majority support of the IAEA general conference.



The MEA has said that the election is a ―recognition‖ of India‘s standing in the international community and
global acknowledgement of the CAG‘s credentials, professionalism and experience. ―The CAG‘s bid
received majority support of the IAEA General Conference for the position for which several competing bids
were submitted from different countries,‖ it said in a statement.
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In the first round of voting for the post, Germany got 36 votes, India 30, the UK eight, Russia 11, Turkey 9,
Egypt 20, Republic of Korea 2 and the Philippines 7 votes. The second round boiled down to the race between
India and Germany with India managing to beat the European country. Russia and the United Kingdom along
with China, France, and the United States are the five permanent members of the UNSC with India among
the 10 non-permanent members elected for two-year terms by the General Assembly.



The total number of ballots cast was 125 as there were 2 abstentions, 123 were present and voting with the
required majority being 62. India was the IAEA external auditor from 2012 to 2015.



Murmu took charge as the comptroller and auditor general of India on August 8 last year. Before that, he
served as the first Lieutenant Governor of Jammu and Kashmir. Murmu also served in various capacities in
the government—as secretary of the department of expenditure, special and additional secretary in the department
of financial services and department of revenue.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) is an international organization that seeks to promote the
peaceful use of nuclear energy, and to inhibit its use for any military purpose, including nuclear weapons. The
IAEA was established as an autonomous organisation on 29 July 1957. Though established independently of the
United Nations through its own international treaty, the IAEA Statute, the IAEA reports to both the United Nations
General Assembly and Security Council. The IAEA has its headquarters in Vienna, Austria. Rafael Mariano
Grossi has served as Director General of the International Atomic Energy Agency since December 3 2019.

Bahamas PM Minnis concedes defeat in general election


Bahamian Prime Minister Hubert Minnis conceded defeat in the general elections on the Atlantic island
chain reeling from a surge in COVID-19 cases and slump in the tourism-dependent economy due to the pandemic.



Minnis called his challenger Philip Davis to congratulate him and his Progressive Liberal Party (PLP) on
winning the poll. ―I offered him my best wishes as his government now faces the continued fight against
COVID-19, and the restoration of our economy,‖ Minnis, the leader of the Free National Movement (FNM) party,
said in a statement.



Minnis had been hoping to become the first prime minister in 24 years to win a second five-year term. But
Davis‘ PLP gained momentum with a campaign focused on what it termed the government‘s mishandling of the
COVID-19 outbreak and the economy, which has seen unemployment surge to an estimated 20% and the fiscal
deficit balloon during the pandemic.

The Bahamas is a country within the Lucayan Archipelago of the West Indies in the Atlantic. It takes up 97% of
the Lucayan Archipelago‘s land area and is home to 88% of the archipelago‘s population. Nassau is the capital and
largest city of The Bahamas. The dollar has been the currency of The Bahamas since 1966.

Ukraine holds military drills with U.S. forces, NATO allies


Ukraine began joint military exercises with U.S. and other NATO troops at a time when neighbouring
Russia and Belarus have been holding large-scale drills that alarmed the West.



Ukraine, at war with Russia-backed separatists since 2014, has long sought closer integration with Western
militaries in the hope of one day joining NATO. 4,000 Ukrainian troops and 2,000 foreigners would participate
in the ―RAPID TRIDENT – 2021‖ drill, due to run until Oct. 1.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is an intergovernmental
military alliance between 30 European and North American countries. Since its founding, the admission of new
member states has increased the alliance from the original 12 countries to 30. The most recent member state to
be added to NATO was North Macedonia on 27 March 2020. NATO constitutes a system of collective
defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack by any external
party. NATO‘s Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of Allied Command
Operations is near Mons, Belgium. Jens Stoltenberg is a Norwegian politician who has served as the 13 th Secretary
General of NATO since 2014.
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6th Edition of SCO Exercise Peaceful Mission: 2021


The 6th Edition of SCO Exercise Peaceful Mission: 2021 hosted by Russia started at Orenburg Region of
South West Russia. The aim of the exercise is to foster close relations between SCO Member States and to
enhance abilities of the military leaders to command multinational military contingents.



An Indian military contingent comprising of an all arms combined force of 200 personnel from Indian
Army and Indian Air force is participating in the exercise. The opening ceremony commenced with an
impressive parade by all participating contingents.



The Exercise Peaceful Mission: 2021 is based on joint counter terrorism operations at operational and
tactical level in an urban environment in which Armies and Air Forces of all SCO member states are
participating.

The SCO was formed on the basis of the agreements on confidence-building in the military sphere and on
mutual reduction of armed forces in the border area signed by the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People‘s
Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic, the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tajikistan in Shanghai
and Moscow in 1996 and 1997 respectively. The need to make efforts to transform the Shanghai Five into a
regional structure of multilateral cooperation in various spheres was noted in the Dushanbe Declaration of 4
July 2000 by the heads of State of the Republic of Kazakhstan, the People‘s Republic of China, the Kyrgyz Republic,
the Russian Federation and the Republic of Tajikistan. The original five members, with the exclusion of Uzbekistan,
were previously members of the Shanghai Five group, founded on 26 April 1996. Since then, the organization has
expanded its membership to eight states when India and Pakistan joined SCO as full members on 9 June 2017
at a summit in Astana, Kazakhstan. SCO is headquartered in Shanghai.

Adani takes on Ambani, to invest $20 billion in renewable energy; make foray into hydrogen


Unveiling his infrastructure conglomerate‘s green vision, billionaire Gautam Adani said his group will invest
$20 billion over the next 10 years in renewable energy generation and component manufacturing and will
produce the world‘s cheapest green electron.



The port-to-energy conglomerate plans to triple its renewable power generation capacity over the next four
years, foray into green hydrogen production, power all data centres with renewable energy, turn its ports into
net carbon zero by 2025, and plans to spend over 75 per cent of capital expenditure until 2025 in green
technologies.

Somalia hosts first public film-screening in 30 years


Somalia has hosted its first public film-screening in 30 years - raising hopes of a cultural revival in the warravaged country. Two short films by Somali director Ibrahim C.M. were shown at the National Theatre in the
capital Mogadishu, where heavy securitydw was in place. The theatre was built by Chinese engineers as a gift
from China‘s leader Mao Zedong in 1967. It was seen as an important driver for Somalia‘s cultural
development in the 1970s and 80s.



It closed in 1991 at the start of the civil war and was used as a base for warlords fighting over the capital.
The theatre fell into disrepair as a result. When it reopened in 2012 - after repairs carried out by the African Union
Mission in Somalia (Amisom) - the building was immediately blown up by al-Shabab militants who considered
live entertainment and films to be morally corrupt.

Somalia is a country in the Horn of Africa. Mogadishu is the capital city and most populous city of Somalia.
Mohamed Hussein Roble is the current Prime Minister of Somalia. The Somali shilling is the official currency of
Somalia.

UNWTO introduces first World Sports Tourism Congress


Zurab Pololikashvili, the Secretary-General of the World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), and Roger
Torrent, Minister of Business and Labour of the Government of Catalonia, together, presented the first World
Sports Tourism Congress and its programme, within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development.
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The Congress, which previously had to be postponed due to the pandemic, will take place on 25 and 26
November at the Olympic Conference Centre in the Catalan town of Lloret de Mar. The Congress will have
a total of 62 speakers from different countries.

Pakistan, China launch joint anti-terror exercise


Troops from China and Pakistan launched a joint anti-terror exercise as part of SCO Regional AntiTerrorism Structure (RATS). The opening ceremony of the Joint Anti-Terrorist Exercise (JATE)-2021 was
held at the National Counter Terrorism Centre (NCTC) Pabbi in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.



―JATE is being conducted with a view to practice and master various drills and procedures involved in
Counter Terrorism operations.

76th Session United Nations General Assembly held in New York


This year marked the 76th session of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA 76), opening in New
York on September 14, 2021. UNGA High-Level Week took place September 20-24. The United States viewed
UNGA 76 as an opportunity for the world to come together to address the most pressing global challenges of
today, and to demonstrate the U.S. commitment to multilateral action in advancing global health, combating the
climate crisis, promoting human rights and defending the rules-based international order. The theme for the
event is ‗Building Resilience through hope to recover from COVID-19, rebuild sustainably, respond to the
needs of the planet, respect the rights of people, and revitalize the United Nations.‘

The United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations (UN),
serving as the main deliberative, policymaking, and representative organ of the UN. Its powers, composition,
functions, and procedures are set out in Chapter IV of the United Nations Charter. The UNGA is responsible for the
UN budget, appointing the non-permanent members to the Security Council, appointing the Secretary-General
of the United Nations, receiving reports from other parts of the UN system, and making recommendations through
resolutions. It also establishes numerous subsidiary organs to advance or assist in its broad mandate. The UNGA is the
only UN organ wherein all member states have equal representation. The General Assembly meets under its
president or the UN Secretary-General in annual sessions at UN headquarters in New York City. The first
session was convened on 10 January 1946 in the Methodist Central Hall in London and included representatives
of the 51 founding nations. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit was 8th President of the United Nations General Assembly.
Abdulla Shahid is the current president since 14 September 2021.

------------------
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE

Economy News
Central govt‘s flagship financial inclusion programme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
completes seven years


Central government‘s flagship financial inclusion programme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana
completes seven years. The scheme was launched on this day in 2014 with an aim to provide universal access
to banking facilities to the people across the country.



While launching the programme on 28th August 2014, the Prime Minister had described the occasion as a
festival to celebrate the liberation of the poor from a vicious cycle of poverty. Under this scheme, bank
accounts are being opened with minimal paperwork and zero balance.



Indigenous Debit cards are being issued for cash withdrawal and payment at merchant locations with free
accident insurance coverage of two lakh rupees. Besides, other financial facilities including microinsurance, overdraft for consumption and micro-pension are also being offered.



One of the biggest financial inclusion schemes in the world, the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojna has made
remarkable progress in providing banking and other financial services to the marginalized and poor
sections of the society.



In the last seven years, it has not only helped the poor in bringing their savings into the formal financial
system but also provided an avenue to remit money to their families in villages besides taking them out of the
clutches of the usurious money lenders.



Basic savings bank accounts with overdraft facility of Rs. 10,000/- to every household. Insurance – Accident
cover up to Rs. 1,00,000 and life cover of Rs. 30,000 on account opened between 15 Aug 2014 to 31 January
2015.

Extension of PMJDY with New features: 1. Focus shift from Every Household to Every Unbanked Adult. 2.
RuPay Card Insurance – Free accidental insurance cover on RuPay cards increased from Rs. 1 lakh to Rs. 2
lakhs for PMJDY accounts opened after 28.8.2018. 3. Enhancement in overdraft facilities – OD limit doubled
from Rs 5,000 to Rs 10,000; OD upto Rs 2,000 (without conditions). 4. Increase in upper age limit for OD from
60 to 65 years.

India launches ‗BharatCaller‘, an equivalent of TrueCaller


India has come up with its own version of the caller ID and blocking application TrueCaller, called
BharatCaller. The creators have said the application will provide a better experience to users and is ahead of
TrueCaller in some aspects. ―Bharat Caller ID has more than 50 million user databases and over 1 billion numbers
data from the global community.



BharatCaller was developed by Prajwal Sinha, an alumnus of the reputed Indian Institute of Management
(IIM), Bangalore. Kunal Pasricha is a co-founder of BharatCaller. And also, both of them were winners of
the National Startup Awards 2020.
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IIT Madras to Develop Online Marketplace called e-Source to Tackle e-Waste


IIT Madras is developing an online platform to tackle electronic wastes (e-waste) by linking stakeholders in
the formal and informal economy. This initiative can become a critical resource by enabling reverse logistics
supply chains and can help recycle 53.6 million tonnes of e-waste generated annually around the world and
is potentially a $50 billion market, says a press release.



The product, named e-source, will be an exchange platform that will serve as an online marketplace for
Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) and facilitate a formal supply chain between various
stakeholders, who are buyers and sellers.



e-waste is one of the pressing issues in India as well, with the country being the world‘s third largest
producer. Further, between 2019 and 2020, Indians generated 38 per cent more e-waste. However, what is
more worrying is that only five percent of e-waste is recycled responsibly in the country. The initiative is being
spearheaded by the Indo-German Centre for Sustainability (IGCS). The IGCS team believes that the problem
of e-waste could be resolved by connecting different buyers and sellers of used and waste electronic equipment
and components without compromising their interests.

GIFT City becomes India‘s first IGBC Platinum rated city, gets highest certification as
Greenfield smart city


India‘s only operational smart city and International Financial Services Centre (IFSC), GIFT City has
received the Green Cities Platinum certification for ‗Green Master planning & design and Implementation
of GIFT City‘s phase I development‘ by CII‘s Indian Green Building Council (IGBC).



With this, GIFT City has become India‘s first Greenfield Smart City to achieve the IGBC Green Cities
Platinum rating. The platinum-rated city under the IGBC green city rating system is a testimony to the cuttingedge infrastructure, design, and project implementation of the city, which will attract global companies to
establish their base in GIFT city. IGBC provides a wide range of services. The IGBC is a portion of the
Confederation of Indian Industry (CII).

On 26th July 26, 2021 Kandla SEZ (KASEZ) became the first green SEZ to achieve the IGBC Green Cities
Platinum Rating for Existing Cities after it was awarded the IGBC Platinum Rating. CII‘s Indian Green
Building Council awards the IGBC Platinum rating for policy initiatives, green master planning and
implementation of green infrastructures. This recognition will inspire all the other SEZs in the country to emulate the
efforts and green initiative that has been achieved by Kandla SEZ.

South Korea becomes world‘s first market to force Apple, Google to allow third-party app store
payments


South Korea has become the world‘s first market to challenge the duopoly of Apple and Google over app
store payments by approving a bill that forces them to allow third-party payments in the country.



Waiting to be rubber-stamped by President Moon Jae-in, the legislation forces both Apple and Google to
change their policies for app marketplaces that currently reject payments systems from third parties.

Govt sets up 12-member panel to review Journalist Welfare Scheme


The government set up a 12-member committee to review the existing guidelines of the Journalist Welfare
Scheme (JWS). The committee, headed by Prasar Bharti Board member Ashok Tandon, is expected to give
its report in two months.



The committee will examine the need for revision of the quantum of ex-gratia payment in death as well as
other cases under the JWS. It will also look into the aspect of differentiation and parity between accredited and
non-accredited journalists for availing benefits under the scheme.

Finance Minister attends 11th UK-India Economic and Financial Dialogue


The 11th India-United Kingdom Economic and Financial Dialogue was held virtually. Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman and the UK Treasury Chancellor Rishi Sunak co-chaired the meeting.
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The Indian delegation included Governor of Reserve Bank of India Governor, Chairman of Securities and
Exchange Board of India, Chairman of International Financial Services Centres Authority, Secretary of
Department of Economic Affairs and other representatives from Ministry of Finance, Ministry of External Affairs
and Indian High Commission, UK. The UK delegation included Governor Bank of England, Chief Executive
Officer of Financial Conduct Authority, Economic Secretary and other representatives from UK, HMT. The
Dialogue covered discussions on economic cooperation on multilateral issues, including G-20 and COP-26.



Both sides deliberated on furthering of Financial Services collaboration with special emphasis on Fin-Tech
and GIFT City, annual India-UK Financial Market Dialogue and measures underway to reform financial
markets. Infrastructure development and promotion of sustainable finance and climate finance were also
discussed.

World Social Protection Report 2020-22


The new International Labour Organization (ILO) report on social protection exposes the huge gaps in
social protection coverage around the world, with 47% of people having no social protection at all, and a
further 22% lacking full protection in line with international labour standards.



As per report, more than half of the world population are not getting any form of social protection. This
trend of no social protection is there even after expansion of social protections amidst the global outbreak of
COVID-19. Only 47 per cent of the global population had effective access to one social protection benefit, in
2020 while 53 per cent (4.1 billion people) had no protection at all.



People in Europe and Central Asia are among the best covered population. 84 per cent of populations in
Europe and Central Asia are having access to at least one benefit. In America, the rate of social protection is
64.3 per cent. In Asia, the Pacific and the Arab States, lesser than half of people are covered under protection. In
Africa, only 17.4 per cent of the people are getting at least one social protection. Most children across the
globe had no social protection.

Government of India approves Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Textiles


Union cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme for the textile sector. PLI
scheme for Textiles is part of the overall announcement of PLI Schemes for 13 sectors made earlier during
the Union Budget 2021-22, with an outlay of Rs. 1.97 lakh crore.



Union Cabinet approved the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Textiles. Under it, the incentives worth
10,683 crore rupees will be provided over five years. Briefing reporters in New Delhi, Textiles Minister,
Piyush Goyal said, this will positively impact states like Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu,
Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Odisha.



The decision will help in creating additional employment of over 7.5 lakh people directly and several lakhs
more for supporting activities. The scheme will promote production of high value Man Made Fabric, Garments
and Technical Textiles in the country. The incentive structure has been so formulated that industry will be
encouraged to invest in fresh capacities in these segments.

In order to boost domestic manufacturing and cut down on import bills, the union government in March 2020
introduced a PLI scheme that aims to give companies incentives on incremental sales from products
manufactured in domestic units. Apart from inviting foreign companies to set shop in India, the scheme also aims to
encourage local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units. The Scheme has also been approved
for sectors such as automobiles, pharmaceuticals, IT hardware including laptops, mobile phones & telecom
equipment, white goods, chemical cells, food processing, etc.

The 15th Finance Commission tied grants of Rs. 1,42,084 crore to ensure more funds to gram
panchayats


The 15th Finance Commission has tied grants of Rs. 1,42,084 crore to ensure more funds to gram
panchayats to make their water supply and sanitation-related plans, the Ministry of Jal Shakti said.
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The Department of Expenditure, Ministry of Finance has issued the guidelines for release and utilisation of
grants recommended by the 15th Finance Commission (FC) for RLBs/PRIs during the period 2021-22 to
2025-26, it said.



The Department of Drinking Water and Sanitation (DDWS), Ministry of Jal Shakti will act as the nodal
department for determining the eligibility of rural local bodies for the ―15th FC tied grant for water and
sanitation‖ and recommend the release of tied grant for this purpose.



DDWS has recommended for the release of the first installment of the tied grant to 25 states for water and
sanitation activities. In all, the 15th Finance Commission had recommended Rs. 2,36,805 crore to
RLBs/PRIs for the period 2021-22 to 2025-26, it added.



The 15th Finance Commission has recommended that states, along with Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir,
be given 42 percent share in the divisible tax pool of the centre during the period 2021-22 to 2025-26. The
panel‘s report also provides a range for fiscal deficit and debt path of both the union and states. It further
recommended additional borrowing room to states based on performance in power sector reforms.



Excluding the union territories of Ladakh and Jammu and Kashmir, the tax devolution share suggested by
the Finance Commission is 41 percent of the total divisible pool, which is arrived at after deducting cesses
and surcharges and cost of collection from total tax collection.

The Finance Commission (FC) is a constitutional body that determines the method and formula for distributing
the tax proceeds between the Centre and states, and among the states as per the constitutional arrangement and
present requirements. Under Article 280 of the Constitution, the President of India is required to constitute a
Finance Commission at an interval of five years or earlier. Parliament may by law determine the requisite
qualifications for appointment as members of the commission and the procedure of selection. KC Neogy was the
chairman of the first Finance Commission of India. The 15th Finance Commission was constituted by the
President of India in November 2017, under the chairmanship of NK Singh. Its recommendations will cover a
period of five years from the year 2021-22 to 2025-26. The 15th Finance Commission, for horizontal devolution, it
has suggested 12.5% weightage to demographic performance, 45% to income distance, 15% each to population
and area, 10% to forest and ecology and 2.5% to tax and fiscal efforts.

Centre, ADB sign 300 million dollar loan to expand rural connectivity in Maharashtra


Indian government and the Asian Development Bank (ADB) signed a 300 million dollar loan as additional
financing to scale up improvement of rural connectivity to help boost rural economy in Maharashtra.



The additional financing for the ongoing Maharashtra Rural Connectivity Improvement Project will help improve
an additional 1,100 rural roads and 230 bridges for a total length of 2,900 kilometers in 34 districts. The
ongoing project with 200 million dollar financing, approved in August 2019, is already improving and
maintaining the condition and safety of 2,100 kilometers of rural roads

Asian Development Bank (ADB) is a regional development bank established on 19 December 1966, which is
headquartered in the Ortigas Center located in the city of Mandaluyong, Metro Manila, Philippines. Masatsugu
Asakawa, by career a Japanese civil servant, is the president of the Asian Development Bank. Asakawa, who took
office on 17 January 2020, is the 10th president of ADB.

Gujarat govt signs MoU with Amazon India to boost export of MSME sector


Gujarat Government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Amazon India to boost the
export of MSME sector. The MoU will facilitate training sessions, webinars and workshops in Business-toCommerce (B2C) e-commerce at MSME clusters in cities like Ahmedabad, Vadodara, Surat, Bharuch and
Rajkot for taking the local products to global markets.



It will also open up the link with the MSME sector in the state with Amazon‘s digital market operational in
17 countries like USA, Canada, Brazil, France, Germany, UK, Australia, Japan, Singapore, Turkey and UAE.
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Surety insurance cover limit set at 30% of project value: IRDAI


The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (Irdai) has said the limit of guarantee under
surety insurance contracts should not exceed 30 per cent of the project value. Also, the contracts should be
issued only to specific projects and not clubbed for multiple ones.



The guidelines once approved and implemented promise to address the high funding requirement for construction
and infra companies. Surety insurance contracts may be offered to construction companies in India that cover
road projects, housing/commercial buildings and other infrastructure projects of the government and the
private sector, Irdai said while unveiling the draft Irdai (Surety Insurance Contracts) Guidelines, 2021.

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) is a regulatory body under the
jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance and is tasked with regulating and licensing the insurance and re-insurance
industries in India. It was constituted by the Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority Act, 1999, an Act
of Parliament passed by the Government of India. The agency‘s headquarters are in Hyderabad, Telangana, where
it moved from Delhi in 2001. IRDAI is a 10-member body including the chairman, five full-time and four parttime members appointed by the government of India.

Big Telecom Reforms, 100% FDI without Government Approval


The Union Cabinet allowed 100% foreign direct investment (FDI) in the country‘s telecom sector via the
automatic route, adding all safeguards will apply. Till now, only 49% of FDI was allowed through the
automatic route and anything beyond this had to necessarily go through the government route.



The new FDI rule will apply to all areas of telecom, including the manufacture of infrastructure. Earlier,
while 100 per cent FDI was allowed in telecom equipment manufacturing and provision of IT enabled
services, only 49 per cent was under the automatic route. The Centre has allowed FDI through automatic
routes in a majority of the sectors. However, in sectors such as defence, media, pharmaceuticals and
insurance, government approval is needed for foreign investors.



The above reform comes a year after the Union finance ministry notified changes in the FDI rules in April
2020, which made prior approval of the government mandates for foreign investments from countries that
share a border with India, including Pakistan, China, Bangladesh and Nepal among others.



Firms from neighbouring countries including Pakistan and China, however, will not be allowed to invest
under the automatic route. In April last year, the government changed the policy and under the new system
companies in any country that shares border with India will have to approach the government for
investment. The rules were changed to ensure that no neighbouring country, especially China, takes undue
advantage amid the Covid pandemic.



FDI in India is allowed under two modes - either through the automatic route, for which companies don‘t
need government approval, or through the government route, for which companies need a go-ahead from the
Centre. Under the government route, the foreign investors have to take prior approval of the respective
ministry or department. However, under the automatic route, they (foreign investors) have to only notify
the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) after the investment is made.

‗FDI‘ or ‗Foreign Direct Investment‘ means investment through capital instruments by a person resident
outside India –in an unlisted Indian company or in ten per cent or more of the post-issue paid-up equity capital
on a fully diluted basis of a listed Indian company. In India, foreign investment can be made mainly under two
routes: Automatic Route: Under the Automatic Route, the non-resident investor or the Indian company does
not require any approval from Government of India for the investment. Reserve Bank of India is in charge of
Automatic Route. Government Approval Route: Under the Government Approval Route, prior to investment,
approval from the Government of India is required. A foreign direct investment (FDI) is an investment in the
form of a controlling ownership in a business in one country by an entity based in another country.

NSS: The richest top 10% Indians own half the assets


Half of India‘s physical and financial assets belong to the richest 10 percent of its people while the bottom
50 percent of the population owns less than 10 percent assets.

MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 51

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021


National Sample Survey conducted the All India Debt & Investment Survey in 2019 which unfolded that the
wealthiest 10 percent Indians possess 55.7 percent of total urban area assets and 50.8 percent in the rural
region.



These assets are estimated by assigning a monetary value against all that households own like- land,
livestock, buildings, vehicles, deposits in banks, post offices, shares in companies, etc.



Asset inequality was seen to be sharpest in Punjab‘s rural areas after Delhi where the top 10 percent owned
over 65% of total assets leaving out just 5% for the bottom half.



Haryana, Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh are not far behind when it comes to a skewed asset
ownership in rural area. Jammu Kashmir has the least skewed asset ownership if we look at large states and
UTs. The top rich 10% owned 32 percent of total assets while bottom 50% owned 18% of the lot.

The National Sample Survey Office used to work under the Ministry of Statistics of the Indian government until
May 2019. On 23rd May 2019, the Indian government passed the order to merge the NSSO with the Central
Statistics Office (CSO) to form the National Statistical Office (NSO). The Government stated that the NSO will be
headed by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation (MOSPI). The NSSO was set up in 1950 to
conduct large-scale sample surveys throughout India.

World Economic Forum to host next annual meeting in Davos in Jan 2022


The World Economic Forum said its next annual meeting will be held in the Swiss ski resort town of Davos
in January 2022, making it the first major in-person congregation of the world leaders in almost two years
since the deadliest pandemic hit the world.



The WEF‘s 2020 Davos annual meeting was the last such summit before the COVID-19 pandemic virtually
shut down the entire world while the Geneva-based organisation for international public-private cooperation
had to skip its yearly congregation in 2021 due to safety and health concerns posed by the deadly virus that was
first detected in China in December 2019 before it became a global pandemic by February-March period last year.

The World Economic Forum (WEF), based in Cologny, Geneva Canton, Switzerland, is an international NGO,
founded on 24 January 1971 by Klaus Schwab. The foundation, which is mostly funded by its 1,000 member
companies as well as public subsidies, views its own mission as ―improving the state of the world by engaging
business, political, academic, and other leaders of society to shape global, regional, and industry agendas‖. The
WEF is mostly known for its annual meeting at the end of January in Davos, a mountain resort in Graubünden,
in the eastern Alps region of Switzerland.

Paytm Money Launches ‗WealthBasket‘ Marketplace to Empower Retail Investors


To democratise wealth creation in the country, IPO-bound Paytm‘s wholly-owned subsidiary Paytm
Money has announced a wealth and investment advisory marketplace on its platform that will offer curated
advisory services and products to retail investors.



With its wealth and investment advisory offering, Paytm is entering into an already saturated market, which has
over 400 investment tech startups. According to Inc42 Plus data, the current investment tech market is
expected to surge at a CAGR of 22.4% and reach a valuation of $14.5 Bn by 2025. Paytm Money has
partnered with investment tech startup WealthDesk to offer investment portfolios that will be called
‗WealthBasket‘.

India, Singapore announce linking of UPI and PayNow fast payment systems


The RBI and the Monetary Authority of Singapore have announced a project to link their respective fast
payment systems, Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and PayNow. The linkage is targeted for
operationalisation by July 2022.



The UPI-PayNow linkage will enable users of each of the two fast payment systems to make instant, lowcost fund transfers on a reciprocal basis without a need to get onboarded onto the other payment system.



UPI is India‘s mobile based, ‗fast payment‘ system that facilitates customers to make round the clock payments
instantly using a Virtual Payment Address created by the customer.
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This eliminates the risk of sharing bank account details by the remitter. UPI supports both Person to Person
and Person to Merchant payments as also it enables a user to send or receive money.



PayNow is the fast payment system of Singapore which enables peer-to-peer funds transfer service, available to
retail customers through participating banks and Non-Bank Financial Institutions in Singapore.

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) is an instant real-time payment system developed by National Payments
Corporation of India (NPCI) facilitating inter-bank peer-to-peer (P2P) and person-to-merchant (P2M)
transactions. The interface is regulated by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) and works by instantly transferring
funds between two bank accounts on a mobile platform.

J&K: LG Manoj Sinha launches Mission ‗One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi‘


In order to promote door to door digital banking and financial services in remote areas of Jammu and
Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched Mission ‗One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay
Sakhi‘, at Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship Development Institute (JKEDI) in Pampore.



Initially, the DIGI-Pay facility will be provided in 2000 remote villages of the UT and in the first phase, 80
women from Self Help Groups from across Jammu and Kashmir have been selected as DIGI-Pay Sakhis. On the
occasion, the Lietenant Governor distributed 80 Aadhaar Enabled Payment Systems (AEPs) among the
DIGI-Pay Sakhis under JKRLM. He also inaugurated a week-long training program for Krishi Sakhis and
Pashu Sakhis on sustainable agriculture and livestock management.



He said that the three new initiatives of Digi-Pay, Krishi, and Pashu Sakhi besides several other programs of
women empowerment such as Hausla, Tejaswini, UMEED, Rise Together will further accelerate efforts of
J&K government in Empowering Women and making them key partner in the development journey of
Jammu and Kashmir.



The Lt Governor outlined that DIGI-Pay Sakhi has introduced financial inclusion within the UT‘s Self
Help Group (SHG) ecosystem, creating much needed financial access points with greater transparency even in
the remotest of the areas.

Odisha becomes first state in India to start Vehicle Registration under New ‗BH‘ Series








Any government or private employee can apply for Bharat (BH) series of centralised registration numbers
in Odisha. The central government by amending Rule 47 of the Central Motor Vehicle Rules, 1989, has
mandated that vehicles bearing the BH registration number will not be required to register in a new State
after relocation.
As per an order issued by the State Transport Authority (STA), Odisha, the new system of allotting BH series
registration will be completely online. The application along with the specified fee and taxes will be made in
electronic form through the portal, https://parivahan.gov.in.
Any employee of the State or Central government can apply for the facility by furnishing an official
Identity Card. For the private sector, the employee of a company having offices in at least four states/UTs is
eligible to avail the number.
Vehicles registering under the BH system will be levied road tax for two years and in multiple of two
thereafter. The road tax will be charged at 8 per cent in case of the vehicles costing below Rs 10 lakh. For
the vehicles costing Rs 10-20 lakh, the charge will beA10 per cent and for those above Rs 20 lakh, it will be 12
per cent.

In order to facilitate seamless transfer of vehicles, the Ministry of Road Transport & Highwaysvide notification
dated 26 Aug 2021, has introduced a new registration mark for new vehicles i.e. ―Bharat series (BH-series)‖. A
vehicle bearing this registration mark shall not require assignment of a new registration mark when the owner of
the vehicle shifts from one State to another.

Gems & Jewellery sector contributes around 7% to GDP; employs 50 lakh people


Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Anupriya Patel has said that the Gems and Jewellery sector
contributes around seven per cent to GDP and employs 50 lakh people. She was speaking at a function to
mark the 37th Edition of India International Jewellery Show Premier 2021.
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The Minister said, the revamped Gold Monetisation Scheme and reduction in import duty of gold will help
the industry to grow to the next level. She also said, the reforms will help the industry to achieve export
target of 43.75 billion US dollar this year and gems and jewellery exports to 75 billion dollars in coming years.

World Bank to stop ‗ease of doing business‘ report as probe finds ‗data juggling‘


The World Bank would discontinue the practice of issuing Doing Business report following an investigation
prompted by internal reports of ―data irregularities‖ in its 2018 and 2020 editions (released in 2017 and
2019, respectively) and possible ―ethical matters‖ involving bank staff.



According to an investigation conducted by Washington-based law firm WilmerHale, World Bank staff
members changed data on China to improve its ranking on the ease of doing business, under pressure from
the office of the then-World Bank president Jim Yong Kim and the then-chief executive Kristalina
Georgieva and one of her advisers.



Georgieva is the current MD of the International Monetary Fund. The reports were flagged by the World
Bank for certain ―improper data changes‖ made in case of four countries — China, Azerbaijan, Saudi
Arabia and the UAE — at the behest of senior executives at the bank.



Notably, in three reports, released in 2017, 2018 and 2019, India ranked among the top 10 economies showing
―the most notable improvement‖. The latest report, published in October 2019, placed India at 63 rd in
Doing Business, compared with 77th in 2018 and 100 in 2017.



Of the 79 positions in the Bank‘s Doing Business rankings that India gained between 2014 and 2019, 67
rank improvements happened 2017 onwards, with the biggest 30-rank jump happening in the Doing
Business 2018 report, released in October 2017.



The report published in 2019, which mentioned India and China being among the top 10 improvers, stated that the
leaders of these countries adopted the Doing Business indicators as a core component of their reform strategies.
The scores for India used to be based on coverage of just two cities, with Mumbai carrying a weight of 47
per cent and Delhi a weight of 53 per cent.

The World Bank is a vital source of financial and technical assistance to developing countries around the world.
The World Bank Group comprises five institutions managed by their member countries. It was established in
1944, the World Bank Group is headquartered in Washington, D.C. David Robert Malpass is an American
economic analyst and former government official serving as President of the World Bank Group since 2019.
Together, IBRD and IDA form the World Bank, which provides financing, policy advice, and technical assistance
to governments of developing countries. IDA focuses on the world‘s poorest countries, while IBRD assists middleincome and creditworthy poorer countries. The International Development Association (IDA) is a multinational
financial institution providing aid to poor countries in the form of loans. It is also referred to as soft loan
window of the World Bank.

India jumps 2 places to rank 46 on Global Innovation Index


India has climbed two spots to 46 in the Global Innovation Index (GII) 2021 prepared by the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO). The country‘s rank has been consistently rising in the last few
years. From 81 in 2015, it has moved to 46 in 2021.



―India (at 46) moves further ahead, by two spots (48 in GII 2020), after making it into the top 50 last year.
It takes second place in the lower middle-income group. India held the third position in its income group in 2019
and 2020, having entered the top three in 2019,‖ the GII report said.



India improved its ranking by two places and stood at 46 on the Global Innovation Index 2021 on the back
of a vibrant start-up ecosystem and research by public and private organisations, NITI Aayog said.



It added that India has been portrayed as successful in developing sophisticated services that are technologically
dynamic and can be traded internationally. It continues to lead the world in the information and
communication technology services exports indicator (1) and holds top ranks in other indicators, such as
domestic industry diversification (12) and graduates in science and engineering (12).
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The World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) is one of the 15 specialized agencies of the United
Nations (UN). Pursuant to the 1967 Convention Establishing the World Intellectual Property Organization,
WIPO was created to promote and protect intellectual property (IP) across the world by cooperating with
countries as well as international organizations. It began operations on 26 April 1970 when the convention
entered into force. The current Director General is Singaporean Daren Tang, former head of the Intellectual
Property Office of Singapore, who began his term on 1 October 2020. It is headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland
and WIPO currently has 193 member states.

India to be 3rd largest importer by 2050: UK report


With a growing middle class and its rising discretionary spending, India will become the world‘s third largest
importer by 2050 with a share of 5.9% of global imports, right behind China and the US.



At present, India is ranked eighth among largest importing nations with a 2.8% import share and is set to
become the fourth largest importer by 2030. ―The US‘s and the EU‘s share of most import sectors is expected
to decline out to 2030 as the growing purchasing power of Asia‘s middle-class accounts for a rising share of
global import demand.



This change is particularly marked in the food, travel and digital services sectors where larger and
increasingly wealthy populations in the Indo Pacific are expected to consume more discretionary goods and
services,‖ the latest Global Trade Outlook issued by the UK‘s Department of International Trade said.

In a world‘s first, EU plans universal charging port for all mobile phones


The EU aims to have a common charging port for mobile phones, tablets and headphones under a
European Commission proposal presented in a world first, with the move impacting iPhone maker Apple
more than its rivals.



The move has been more than 10 years in the making, with the European Union executive touting
environmental benefits and ₹250 million in annual savings for users.



Under the Commission‘s proposal, a USB-C connector will become the standard port for all smartphones,
tablets, cameras, headphones, portable speakers and handheld videogame consoles. Chargers will also be
sold separately from electronic devices.

The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member states that are located primarily in
Europe. A monetary union was established in 1999, coming into full force in 2002, and is composed of 19
member states which use the euro currency. The union and EU citizenship were established when the
Maastricht Treaty came into force in 1993. The EU traces its origins to the European Coal and Steel Community
(ECSC) and the European Economic Community (EEC), established, respectively, by the 1951 Treaty of Paris and
1957 Treaty of Rome. The original member states of what came to be known as the European Communities were
the Inner Six: Belgium, France, Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, and West Germany. The United Kingdom
became the first member state to leave the EU on 31 January 2020. Ursula Gertrud von der Leyen is a German
politician and physician who has been President of the European Commission since 1 December 2019. Charles
Michel is a Belgian politician serving as President of the European Council.

Norway hikes rates, becoming the first central bank in the developed world to do so


The Norges Bank becomes the first major Western central bank to raise interest rates following the onset
of the coronavirus pandemic. After cutting rates three times in 2020 due the economic fallout from the crisis,
Norway‘s central bank unanimously decided to raise rates to 0.25% from zero.



The reopening of society has led to a marked upswing in the Norwegian economy, and activity is now
higher than its pre-pandemic level. Unemployment has fallen further, and capacity utilisation appears to be
close to a normal level.
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Union Minister of Steel Shri Ram Chandra Prasad Singh Launches Dashboard 2.0 of Ministry of
Steel


The Union Steel Minister, Shri Ram Chandra Prasad Singh launched the Dashboard 2.0 of the Ministry of
Steel developed by the NICSI.



The Dashboard is an interactive and dynamic online platform that captures the performance on various
parameters related to steel sector such as steel capacity utilisation, production and consumption, prices, raw
material production, trade, stocks and rail production etc.



The Dashboard will help to monitor and analyse the performance of steel Companies on real time basis for
different KPIs of Steel sector. The portal has been designed by NIC Steel Informatics Division in association
with NICSI-CEDA team. Hosting Infrastructure is provided by NIC on Meghraj Cloud.
------------------
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Banks in News
New Development Bank approves Bangladesh as a new member


The New Development Bank (NDB) established by the BRICS ((Brazil, Russia, India, China and South
Africa) countries in 2015 has approved Bangladesh as its new member. The NDB Board of Governors
initiated the negotiation to expand its membership in 2020. It has now approved the United Arab Emirates,
Uruguay and Bangladesh as its first new member countries.



Minister of Finance of Bangladesh A H M Mustafa Kamal said that Membership of Bangladesh to NDB has
paved way for a new partnership at a momentous time of 50th anniversary of its independence.



Since the beginning of its operations, NDB has approved about 80 projects totaling a portfolio of USD 30
billion. Projects in areas such as transport, water and sanitation, clean energy, digital infrastructure, social
infrastructure and urban development are within the scope of the Bank.

The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a multilateral
development bank established by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). According to
the Agreement on the NDB, ―the Bank shall support public or private projects through loans, guarantees, equity
participation and other financial instruments.‖ Moreover, the NDB ―shall cooperate with international
organizations and other financial entities, and provide technical assistance for projects to be supported by the Bank.‖
The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 billion divided into 1 million shares having a par value of
$100,000 each. The initial subscribed capital of the NDB is $50 billion divided into paid-in shares ($10 billion) and
callable shares ($40 billion). The initial subscribed capital of the bank was equally distributed among the
founding members. The Agreement on the NDB specifies that every member will have one vote no one would
have any veto powers. The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, China. Marcos Troyjo is President of the New
Development Bank (NDB).

RBI to set up five-member panel on NUE licences


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up a committee to scrutinise applications and give
recommendations on new umbrella entity (NUE) licences.



The five-member committee will be headed by RBI chief general manager P Vasudevan. NUEs will
establish their own payment infrastructure to compete with National Payments Corp. of India (NPCI).



The government hopes to build a settlement system similar to the unified payments interface (UPI) with the
NUEs. The system will be focussed on small and medium enterprises, merchants and consumers. The RBI
had in August 2020 issued guidelines for creating ―for-profit NUEs‖.



―The committee will be responsible for looking into several aspects of NUE, from the macroeconomic impact
of such a step to the security risks,‖ said one of the persons cited above. ―The committee‘s recommendations
will be taken into consideration before doling out the licences.‖

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First World
War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the Hilton
Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission on
Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-headed
government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a further six
banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. Deshmukh
was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

Bank of Baroda launches one-stop digital platform ‗bob World‘


State-owned Bank of Baroda announced the launch of its digital banking platform ‗bob World‘, aimed at
providing all banking services under one roof. The lender aims to provide an all-inclusive and seamless virtual
banking experience, encompassing all digital banking services under one roof for the convenience of customers.
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‗bob World‘ will offer a wide gamut of banking products and services, to be rolled out in phases, under four
key pillars – Save, Invest, Borrow and Shop – the lender. Over 220 services will be converged into one single
app, covering nearly 95 per cent of all retail banking services, which can be accessed by customers domestically
and globally.

Bank of Baroda (BOB) is an Indian nationalised banking and financial services company. It is under the
ownership of Ministry of Finance. It is the fourth largest nationalised bank in India. The government of India
announced the merger of Bank of Baroda, Vijaya Bank and Dena Bank on September 17, 2018, to create the
country‘s second largest lender.

Union Bank of India inks its first sustainability-linked overseas loan


Union Bank of India has become one of the first few banks in Asia Pacific region to tangibly demonstrate its
commitment towards achieving ambitious environmental and responsible lending, reducing its carbon
footprint.



Union Bank of India, through its international banking division, has secured a sustainability-linked loan
aggregating to total syndicated facility of $1.5 billion with one of the leading trading corporates globally.



Under the facility, Union Bank of India will include three key performance indicators (KPIs) relating to a
reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, responsible sourcing of metals and growing renewable power
portfolio.

Union Bank of India is an Indian government-owned bank under the ownership of Ministry of Finance with
120+ million customers and a total business of US$106 billion. After the amalgamation with Corporation
Bank and Andhra Bank, which came into effect on 1 April 2020, the amalgamated entity became the fifth largest
PSU bank in terms of branch network with around 9500 branches. Union Bank of India was registered on 11
November 1919 as a limited company in Bombay (present-day Mumbai) and was inaugurated by Mahatma
Gandhi.

HDFC MF to launch its first international fund, tracking MSCI World Index


HDFC Mutual Fund has launched a Fund of Funds (FoF) tracking the MSCI World Index. The MSCI
World Index is a developed markets index covering 23 markets and more than 1,500 companies.



The HDFC Developed World Indexes Fund of Funds (FoF) will feed into various Credit Suisse Index
Funds and ETFs domiciled in Ireland and Luxembourg. These index funds will collectively track the MSCI
World Index.



The MSCI World Index covers regions accounting for around 56% of the world‘s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP). It has a 68% exposure to the US, 19% to Europe, 7% to Japan, 3% to Canada and the balance 3% to other
developed markets in the Pacific region.

RBI conducted open market purchase of Government Securities under G-SAP 2.0


Reserve Bank of India conducted open market purchase of Government Securities under the G-Sec
Acquisition Programme (G-SAP 2.0) for an aggregate amount of 15,000 crore rupees.



On a review of current liquidity conditions, the central bank also decided to conduct a simultaneous sale
of government securities under open market operations (OMO) for an aggregate amount of Rs 15,000
crore.



In a statement, the RBI said it purchased three government securities of different maturity dates amounting
to Rs 15,000 crore. It will also sell three government securities amounting to Rs 15,000 on September 23.



The e-Kuber is the Core Banking Solution of the RBI which enables each bank to connect their single
current account across the country. Utility of e-kuber is that it is used to conduct exercises like auctioning
of government securities. The e-kuber is used by the RBI to execute various transactions with banks.
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RBI allows banks to sell ‗fraud loans‘ to ARCs


Stressed loans, which are in default for more than 60 days or classified as non-performing assets (NPA),
can be transferred to ARCs. The Reserve Bank of India allowed loan exposures classified as fraud to be
transferred to Asset Reconstruction Companies (ARCs). This comes in the wake of banks reporting frauds
aggregating Rs. 3.95-lakh crore between FY19 and FY21.



Stressed loans, which are in default for more than 60 days or classified as non-performing assets (NPA), can
be transferred to ARCs. This shall include loan exposures classified as fraud as on the date of transfer.



Until now, when an account is declared fraud, banks had to set aside 100 per cent of the outstanding loan
as provision. Under the new rules, banks can hope to recover a part of the loan. For ARCs, this will allow them
to buy debt cheaper than regular loan accounts.

Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non-Performing Assets
(NPAs) from banks and financial institutions so that they can clean up their balance sheets. This helps banks to
concentrate in normal banking activities. Banks rather than going after the defaulters by wasting their time and
effort, can sell the bad assets to the ARCs at a mutually agreed value.

------------------
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Indian Oil to build India‘s first green hydrogen plant at Mathura Refinery


Indian Oil plans to expand more into hydrogen technologies and develop India‘s first green hydrogen
plant. This will be in addition to expanding existing crude oil refining capacity by 25 million tonnes per annum
and more biofuel production plants.



Addressing shareholders at the company‘s 62nd Annual General Meeting, IndianOil Chairman, Shrikant
Madhav Vaidya said, ―IndianOil will build the nation‘s first ‗Green Hydrogen‘ plant at Mathura Refinery.
While your Company has been working on various hydrogen production pathways, the current project at
Mathura Refinery will be pioneering the introduction of green Hydrogen in India.‖



―Forecasts by various agencies see Indian fuel demand climbing to 400-450 million tonnes by 2040 from the
present 250 million tonnes. There is enough legroom for all forms of energy to co-exist,‖ Vaidya said.

Indian Oil Corporation Limited (IOCL) or IndianOil, is an Indian government corporation. It is under
the ownership of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, Government of India headquartered in New Delhi.
The government corporation is ranked 212th on the Fortune Global 500 list of the world‘s biggest corporations
as of 2021.

Coal India Ltd launches new software for enhanced assessment of coal resources


Coal India Limited under the Ministry of Coal has launched a new software named Spectral Enhancement
SPE which will help in identifying thin coal seams under the earth crust and improve assessment of coal
resources using seismic survey during coal exploration process.



The launch of SPE software assumes significance as the present seismic survey techniques for coal resource
exploration have limitations in identifying the thin coal seams under the earth, which will now be possible as this
new software helps in enhancing resolution of seismic signals leading to delineation of thinnest coal seams.



Coal India Limited‘s research and development arm Central Mine Planning and Design Institute has
developed this first of its kind software in association with Gujarat Energy Research and Management
Institute and the company will also file for its copyright protection. The Made in India software will also help to
save time and cost of coal exploration and thus boost the mission of Atmanirbhar Bharat in coal production.

Coal India Limited (CIL) is an Indian government-owned coal mining and refining corporation. It is under
the ownership of Ministry of Coal, Government of India headquartered in Kolkata, West Bengal, India. It is the
largest coal-producing company in the world and a Maharatna public sector undertaking.

PhonePe starts first Indian digital payment interactive geospatial platform


Walmart-owned digital payments firm PhonePe has launched PhonePe Pulse, India‘s first interactive
platform with data, insights and trends on digital payments in the country.



The PhonePe Pulse website showcases more than 2000 crore transactions by consumers on an interactive
map of India. With over 45 per cent market share, PhonePe‘s data is representative of the country‘s digital
payment habits.



PhonePe also launched the Pulse Report, an in-depth study on the evolution of digital payments over the
past 5 years. The report also has insights about how digital payment adoption across India has evolved since
2016, and includes detailed geographical and category-specific trends.

NALCO NAMASYA Mobile App


National Auminium Company Ltd (NALCO), a Navratna CPSE under the Ministry of Mines, has been
playing a key role in empowering the Micro and Small Enterprises (MSEs) through providing a modern &
innovative platform ‗NALCO Micro And Small enterprise Yogayog Application‘ (NAMASYA), a bi-lingual
App developed exclusively for the benefit of the Company‘s MSE Vendors.
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The NAMASYA App provides a platform to highlight the Company‘s efforts towards development of
MSEs. The App empowers MSEs with required information about vendor registration process, items which can
be supplied by them with technical specification, vendor development and training programmes of NALCO.

National Aluminium Company Limited (NALCO) is a government company having integrated and diversified
operations in mining, metal and power under the ownership of Ministry of Mines, Government of India.
Presently, Government of India holds a 51.5% equity in NALCO. It is one of the largest integrated BauxiteAlumina-Aluminium-Power Complex in the country encompassing bauxite mining, alumina refining,
aluminium smelting and casting, power generation, rail and port operations. It is based in Odisha.

NPCI, Fiserv to open RuPay API platform


The National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) has tied up with Nasdaq-listed fintech firm Fiserv to
launch an application programming interface (API) platform for startups and banks looking to build credit
card-based products on top of the RuPay rails.



The collaboration comes at a time when card networks Mastercard and American Express have been
barred by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) from issuing any new cards owing to non-compliance with data
localisation mandate resulting in a clutch of card-issuing banks migrating their networks to Visa and
NPCI‘s homegrown RuPay.

Paytm launches India‘s first FASTag-based facility at Delhi Metro parking


Paytm Payments Bank has launched the country‘s first FASTag-based Metro parking facility, in
partnership with the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC).



―As an acquiring bank for the parking facility at the Kashmere Gate station, Paytm Payments Bank will
facilitate the processing of all FASTag-based transactions for cars having a valid FASTag sticker, thus
eliminating the hassle of stopping and paying cash at the counter,‖.

Paytm (―pay through mobile‖) is an Indian multinational technology company that specialises in digital wallet,
e-commerce, payment system and financial technology company, based in Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India. Paytm
was founded in August 2010 with an initial investment of $2 million by its founder Vijay Shekhar Sharma in
Noida, a region adjacent to India‘s capital New Delhi. It started off as a prepaid mobile and DTH recharge
platform, and later added data card, postpaid mobile and landline bill payments in 2013.

Launch of Largest Licenced NFT Platform - Colexion


Colexion announced its formal public launch of the licenced platform on 10 Sep 2021. Soon users will be
able to buy, sell and trade NFTs of their favorite superstars. In contrast, the user pre-registration program has
now started.



Colexion is a NFT platform for Sports, Entertainment & Art. NFTs are the next billion-dollar evolution, that
clearly states that digital ecosystem of sport, entertainment & art is perhaps the biggest thing to happen in
upcoming years.



Collectors and investors worldwide own collections of varied set of memorabilia which have been
appreciated much over decades. This platform will soon enable the users to buy, sell and trade NFTs of their
favourite superstars. It has also started a user pre-registration program.

Colexion is an NFT trading and community platform that provides users with purchase, trade, and interactive
activities. Colexion will feature NFT collections of global stars. Users can buy these different tiers of blind boxes
and own celebrity‘s limited NFT collections. There are many more exciting features for the collectors, which will be
disclosed soon. Each NFT collectible has a unique record on the blockchain. The users will obtain ownership of the
unique NFT collectible through purchase on the platform or trading on the Colexion marketplace. Colexion will
accept general payment methods such as credit cards to make it easy for mainstream consumers to participate.
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PFC first Indian entity to issue Euro green bond


State-run power sector lender PFC became the first Indian entity to launch Euro-denominated green bond
with a €300-million (about $352 million) issuance that was oversubscribed by 2.6 times by institutional
investors across Asia and Europe.



It is also the first Euro issuance by an Indian NBFC (non-banking Finance Corporation) and the first Euro
bond issuance from India since 2017, company claimed. The pricing of 1.8% achieved is the lowest yield
locked in by an Indian issuer in the Euro markets.

Power Finance Corporation Ltd. (P. F. C.) is an Indian financial institution under the ownership of Ministry of
Power, Government of India. Established in 1986, it is the financial backbone of Indian Power Sector. PFC‘s Net
worth as on 30 September 2018 is INR 383 billion. PFC is India‘s largest NBFC and also India‘s largest
infrastructure finance company.

JSW world‘s first steelmaker to float SLBs


Sajjan Jindal-promoted JSW Steel has become the first steelmaker in the world to issue sustainability
linked bonds (SLBs), with a dollar-denominated issuance of $1 billion, or more than Rs 7,300 crore at
current exchange rate.



The issuance consisted of two tranches of $500 million each and tenures of 5.5 years and 10.5 years. The
10.5 year-tranche was issued as an SLB, with the company committing to lower CO 2 emission for
producing each tonne of crude steel by 23% from 2020 level by March 2030. In absolute terms, the company
said it will target less than or equal to 1.95 tonnes of CO2 emission per tonne of crude steel produced.

TCS first Indian tech company to cross $200 billion market cap


Tata Consultancy Services, India‘s largest software exporter crossed $200 billion in market capitalisation
as investors backed technology service providers who are growing their business helping the digital
transformation of global businesses.



Reliance Industries is the most valuable Indian company with a market cap of over $205 billion. TCS,
which completes 50 years, listed on the stock exchanges in 2004. It took 13.5 years to get to $100 billion
market cap, while the next $ 100 billion took 3.5 years, or a third of the time.

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is an Indian multinational information technology (IT) services and consulting
company headquartered in Mumbai, Maharashtra, with its largest campus located in Chennai, Tamil Nadu. TCS is
the largest IT services company in the world by market capitalisation ($200 billion). Tata Consultancy Services
Limited, initially started as ―Tata Computer Systems‖ was founded in 1968 by division of Tata Sons Limited.
Natarajan Chandrasekaran is an Indian businessman and chairman of Tata Sons.

LIC launches mobile app ―PRAGATI‖ for use by Development Officers


Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) launched a new mobile app ―PRAGATI‖ (Performance Review
Application, Growth And Trend Indicator) for use by its Development Officers.



Pragati app will gives various information which are updated in near real-time about the performance of
their agency force in critical areas of business performance like premium collection, and agency activisation,
etc apart from monitoring team.

Life Insurance Corporation of India (abbreviated as LIC) is an Indian government owned insurance and
investment corporation under the ownership of Ministry of Finance, Government of India. The Life insurance
Corporation of India was established on September 1, 1956, when the Parliament of India passed the Life Insurance
of India Act that nationalized the insurance industry in India. Over 245 insurance companies and provident societies
were merged to create the state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India. It is based in Mumbai.
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Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying signs MoU with Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation


Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying signed Memorandum of Understanding with Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation to support India‘s livestock sector.



Both will work together on sustainably improving India‘s livestock sector to support the nation‘s food and
nutritional security, and protect the economic wellbeing of small-scale livestock producers. This partnership
with the Gates Foundation will provide technical assistance to the Department to ensure sustainable growth
and prosperity of India‘s livestock sector.

The Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation (BMGF), a merging of the William H. Gates Foundation and the Gates
Learning Foundation, is an American private foundation founded by Bill Gates and Melinda French Gates.
Based in Seattle, Washington, it was launched in 2000 and is reported as of 2020 to be the second largest
charitable foundation in the world, holding $49.8 billion in assets. The primary stated goals of the foundation are to
enhance healthcare and reduce extreme poverty across the world, and to expand educational opportunities and
access to information technology in the U.S. Key individuals of the foundation include Bill Gates, Melinda French
Gates, Warren Buffett, chief executive officer Mark Suzman, and Michael Larson.

Facebook India appoints former IAS officer Rajiv Aggarwal as Head of Public Policy


Facebook India has appointed ex-IAS officer and former Uber executive Rajiv Aggarwal as the Director of
Public Policy. He succeeds Ankhi Das, who quit in October last year. She was embroiled in a controversy for
opposing enforcement of hate-speech rules against right-wing leaders in the country. Aggarwal, in this role,
will define and lead important policy development initiatives for Facebook in India on an agenda that covers user
safety, data protection and privacy, inclusion and internet governance.

Facebook is an American technology conglomerate based in Menlo Park, California. It was founded by Mark
Zuckerberg, along with his fellow roommates and students at Harvard College, who were Eduardo Saverin,
Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, originally as TheFacebook.com—today‘s Facebook, a
popular global social networking service. It is one of the world‘s most valuable companies. It is considered one of
the Big Five companies in U.S. information technology, with Google, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. Facebook
offers other products and services beyond its social networking platform, including Facebook Messenger, Facebook
Watch, and Facebook Portal. It also has acquired Instagram, WhatsApp, Oculus, Giphy and Mapillary, and has
a 9.9% stake in Jio Platforms.

NHPC‘s 510 MW Teesta-V Power Station conferred with ‗Blue Planet Prize‘ by IHA


NHPC‘s 510 MW Teesta-V Power Station located in the Himalayan State of Sikkim has been conferred
with the prestigious Blue Planet Prize by International Hydropower Association (IHA), a London based
non-profit membership association operating in 120 countries.



The power station has been built, owned and being operated by NHPC. The award for Teesta-V Power
Station was announced during the World Hydropower Congress, 2021. The award had been conferred to
Teesta-V Power Station based on its sustainability assessment undertaken by a team of accredited lead
assessors of IHA in 2019 using the Operation Stage tool of the Hydropower Sustainability Assessment Protocol
(HSAP) of IHA.



The IHA membership includes leading hydropower owners and operators, developers, designers, suppliers
and consultants. The IHA Blue Planet Prize is awarded to hydropower projects that demonstrate excellence
in sustainable development.



The Hydropower Sustainability Assessment Protocol (HSAP) is the leading international tool for
measuring the sustainability of hydropower projects. It offers a way to benchmark the performance of a
hydropower project against a comprehensive range of environmental, social, technical and governance criteria.
Assessments are based on objective evidence and the results are presented in a standardized report.
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NHPC Limited (erstwhile National Hydroelectric Power Corporation) is an Indian government hydropower
board under the ownership of Ministry of Power, Government of India that was incorporated in the year 1975
with an authorised capital of Rs.2000 million and with an objective to plan, promote and organise an integrated and
efficient development of hydroelectric power in all aspects. Later on NHPC expanded its objects to include other
sources of energy like Solar, Geothermal, Tidal, Wind etc. At present, NHPC is a Mini Ratna Category-I
Enterprise of the Govt. of India with an authorised share capital of Rs.150,000 Million.

BPCL, SBI Card launch co-branded RuPay contactless credit card


Fuel retailer BPCL and SBI Card announced the launch of a co-branded RuPay contactless credit card,
offering fuel and other benefits. Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (BPCL) and SBI Card have joined
hands to launch the ‗BPCL SBI Card co-branded RuPay Contactless Credit Card.



The card will provide rewarding fuel savings and other benefits to the customers, it said. The card will offer
13X reward points on every Rs 100 spent on fuel purchases at BPCL petrol pumps and a 1 per cent fuel surcharge
waiver on every transaction up to Rs 4,000, translating to 4.25 per cent value back. Cardholders will also get
accelerated savings on other categories of spends, which include groceries, departmental stores, dining, and
movies.

RuPay (Rupee and Payment) is an Indian multinational financial services and payment service system,
conceived and launched by the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) on 26 March 2012.It was created
to fulfil the Reserve Bank of India‘s (RBI) vision of establishing a domestic, open and multilateral system of
payments. RuPay facilitates electronic payment at all Indian banks and financial institutions. NPCI maintains
ties with Discover Financial, JCB to enable RuPay card scheme to gain international acceptance.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi launched e-RUPI, a person and purpose specific digital payment solution
on 2nd August 2021. e-RUPI is a cashless and contactless instrument for digital payment. It is a QR code or SMS
string-based e-Voucher, which is delivered to the mobile of the beneficiaries. The users of this seamless one-time
payment mechanism will be able to redeem the voucher without a card, digital payments app or internet
banking access, at the service provider. It has been developed by National Payments Corporation of India on its
UPI platform, in collaboration with the Department of Financial Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare
and National Health Authority. e-RUPI connects the sponsors of the services with the beneficiaries and service
providers in a digital manner without any physical interface. It also ensures that the payment to the service
provider is made only after the transaction is completed. Being pre-paid in nature, it assures timely payment to
the service provider without involvement of any intermediary.

------------------
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Dhruv, India‘s first missile tracking ship


India is inducted the Dhruv surveillance ship which can track nuclear missiles and satellites from a
distance. The indigenously-built 15,000-ton ocean surveillance ship is equipped with active electronically
scanned array radars.



The Rs 730 crore ship will help India collect accurate data on adversaries‘ missile range and capabilities. It
would be able to detect ballistic missile test launches carried out by other nations. Besides tracking nuclear
missiles, Dhruv, with a crew of 300 personnel on board, will also be deployed for scanning the ocean beds for
research and tracking down hostile submarines.



The ship, built by the Hindustan Shipyard in collaboration with the DRDO and NTRO, will be
commissioned from Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh. The INS Dhruv is equipped with
the DRDO developed state-of-the-art active scanned array radar or AESA that can scan monitor spy
satellites watching over India as well as monitor missile tests in the entire region.



INS Dhruv will also be able to map ocean beds for research and detection of enemy submarines. INS Dhruv
will also monitor seas to detect spy satellites. With this, the Indian Navy would be able to keep an eye on out in
the entire region from the Gulf of Aden to the South China Sea via Malacca, Sunda, Lombok, Ombai, and
Wetar straits.



Since both China and Pakistan have nuclear ballistic capabilities and land disputes with India, therefore, the
INS Dhruv will help Indian Navy to strategise its military operations better across all three dimensions of naval
warfare – sub-surface, surface, and aerial. With the induction of Dhruv vessel, India will join an elite list of
countries that presently consists of only France, the US, the UK, Russia, and China, who possess and
operate such ships.

Hindustan Shipyard Limited (HSL) is a shipyard located in Visakhapatnam on the east coast of India. Founded
as the Scindia Shipyard, it was built by industrialist Walchand Hirachand as a part of The Scindia Steam
Navigation Company Ltd.

Govt launches AYUSH AAPKE DWAR campaign from more than 45 locations across country


Ayush Ministry has launched the campaign AYUSH AAPKE DWAR from more than 45 locations across
the country. The campaign aims to distribute medicinal plant saplings to 75 lakh households in one year.



The medicinal plants include Tejpatta, Stevia, Ashoka, Giloy, Ashwagandha, Lemongrass, Tulsi,
Sarpagandha and Amla. Minister of State for Ayush Dr Mahendra Munjapara launched the campaign from
Ayush Bhawan in New Delhi by distributing medicinal plants to staff.



On this occasion, Dr. Munjapara appealed to adopt medicinal plants and take care of these as a part of their
family. Union Minister Sarbananda Sonowal launched ‗AYUSH AAPKE DWAR‘ campaign from Mumbai.

Ayush Minister Sarbananda Sonowal Announces Campaigns under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav


Union Ayush Minister Shri Sarbananda Sonowal has announced a bouquet of activities and campaigns of
Ministry of Ayush to commemorate Azadi ka Amrit Mahaotsav.
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This includes national launch of Y Break App fromVigyan Bhawan, yearlong campaigns of cultivation of
medicinal plants in farmland and distribution of medicinal plants to households, sensitisation of School and
College going students on Ayush systems.



Shri Sonowal said that the week-long activities and campaigns, from August 30 to September 5, will aim at
ultimately reaching to remote areas of the country and address all categories of our population, from
children to our old people, from farmers to corporate.

The Ministry of Ayurveda, Yoga, Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha, Sowa-Rigpa and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) is
purposed with developing education, research and propagation of indigenous alternative medicine systems in
India. As per a recent notification published in the Gazette of India on 13 April 2021, the Ministry of AYUSH
(Ayurveda, Yoga & Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy), will now be known as the Ministry of
Ayush. The Ministry of Ayush includes the seven traditional systems of healthcare. The Ministry is headed by a
Minister of State (Independent Charge), which is currently held by Shri Sarbananda Sonowal.

Hansa New Generation trainer aircraft developed by CSIR-NAL makes maiden flight


Hansa New Generation trainer aircraft designed and developed by CSIR-NAL in Bengaluru has
successfully made its maiden flight. The aircraft took off from HAL airport in the city and flew at an
altitude of 4000 feet and gained a speed of 80 knots before making a successful landing after about 20
minutes. In a significant step the National Aerospace Laboratories NAL has designed, developed the twoseater trainer aircraft, the Hansa New Generation (NG) trainer successfully.



The test pilot Captain Amit Dahiya who flew the plane has said that the flight parameters were found normal and
that it was a text book flight. Hansa-NG aircraft developed indigenously has glass cockpit with cabin
comfort, highly efficient digitally controlled engine, electrically operated flaps, long endurance, low
acquisition and low operating cost.

NASA‘s $10 Billion Space Telescope to launch in December


The James Webb Space Telescope, which astronomers hope will herald a new era of discovery, will launch.
The $10 billion observatory, which is a joint project by NASA, the European Space Agency and the
Canadian Space Agency, will blast off on an Ariane 5 rocket from Spaceport in French Guiana.



Researchers want to use the space telescope, the largest and most powerful ever built, to look back in time
over 13.5 billion years to see the first stars and galaxies that formed, a few hundred million years after the Big
Bang. A key feature is its ability to detect infrared, as by the time the light from the first objects reaches our
telescopes, it has shifted towards the red end of the electromagnetic spectrum as a result of the universe‘s
expansion. The current premier space telescope, Hubble, only has limited infrared capacity. Astronomers
also hope the James Webb Space Telescope will supercharge the discovery of alien worlds.

The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST or ―Webb‖) is a joint NASA–ESA–CSA space telescope that is
planned to succeed the Hubble Space Telescope as NASA‘s flagship astrophysics mission. The JWST will provide
improved infrared resolution and sensitivity over Hubble, and will enable a broad range of investigations across
the fields of astronomy and cosmology, including observing some of the most distant events and objects in
the universe, such as the formation of the first galaxies, and atmospheric characterization of potentially
habitable exoplanets.

India‘s first floating missile test range Anvesh set to start sea trials


Anvesh, India‘s first floating missile test range, will commence its sea trials. Designed by the Defence
Research and Development Organisation and built by the Cochin Shipyard, Anvesh is expected to be
commissioned in the next couple of months.



Anvesh‘s sea trials come amid reports that India will induct surveillance ship Dhruv which can track
nuclear and ballistic missile launches from a distance. According to reports, the commissioning of the
10,000-tonne Anvesh would ease the strain on land-based test platforms while conducting missile tests of
1500 km range for the two-tier ballistic missile defence system. The BMD system can engage and destroy
adversary missiles at different altitudes.
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National Level Exhibition of the INSPIRE Awards – MANAK featuring student innovations
from all over India begins


The 8th National Level Exhibition and Project Competition NLEPC for the INSPIRE Awards – MANAK
Million Minds Augmenting National Aspiration and Knowledge began. It is showcasing the innovative ideas
from 581 students representing various States and UTs of the country.



The eighth edition of NLEPC corresponds to the students selected under INSPIRE Awards – MANAK
program during Financial Year 2019-20 and owing to COVID-19, it was deferred last year.



More than one thousand students attended the online programme, which will continue for five days. The award
ceremony of the 8th NLEPC of the INSPIRE Awards – MANAK will be held in a virtual mode on 8th of this
month wherein Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh will give away the awards to the creative
children of the country.



The exhibition which features the best of the innovative ideas from over 3 lakh 92 thousand ideas and
innovations received at the beginning of the season is open to all and can be accessed by visiting nlepc.nif.org.in
between 4th to 8th September 2021.



The INSPIRE Awards – MANAK scheme is aligned with the Start-up India initiative launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. The scheme aims to motivate students in the age group of 10 to 15 years and
studying in classes 6 to 10 to become future innovators and critical thinkers.

IIT Bombay bags top honours at Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International Innovation Conclave


Sai Prasad from IIT Bombay won the first position for her innovative idea of a skin spray gun which helps
in the rapid healing of wounds using the patient‘s own skin during the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International
Innovation Conclave which ended at Chandigarh University.



―India currently houses the world‘s third-largest start-up ecosystem and there are over 40,000 registered
startups in India. More than 50 firms are there in India which are valued at more than over US $1 billion.
From e-commerce to electric vehicles, Indian start-ups are the torch-bearers of the entrepreneurial spirit of India.‖



Jams O Rychard from Indonesia won the first prize in the International category, while Krishna from
Brazil secured the second position and Marcos came third in the same category. Total prize money of Rs.
1.67 lakh was given to the winners of the conclave.

Gaganyaan Mission likely to be launched by 2022 end or early 2023


India‘s ‗Gaganyaan‘ mission is likely to be launched by the end of 2022 or early 2023, Union minister
Jitendra Singh said. The mission, originally scheduled for a launch by 2022, was delayed due to coronavirus
pandemic. It aims to launch a manned mission in the Lower Earth Orbit.



―We could have actually done this (launched Gaganyaan by 2022). We had planned to time it along the 75th
anniversary of India‘s Independence, but it could not happen that way because of the inevitable delay
caused due to Covid-19.



―The Oceania countries such as New Zealand, Australia and the Pacific Island countries can also
collaborate (with India) and work on joint space technology solutions and innovative products,‖. ‗Mangalyaan‘,
India‘s Mars Orbiter Mission, was tracked from Fiji. India, Australia hold bilateral meet to discuss defence
cooperation, deepening military engagements and cooperation in emerging defence technologies.



The Gaganyaan crew module is being developed by the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited, the Gaganyaan
crew module will be the first indigenous spacecraft to take Indian astronauts into space and return them
safely to Earth.



The Gaganyaan mission is an Rs 10,000-crore mission aims to send a three-member Indian crew to space
for a period of five to seven days and safely return them to Earth. GSLV Mk III, also called the LVM-3
(Launch Vehicle Mark-3,) the three-stage heavy lift launch vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it
has the necessary payload capability.
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Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) is an Indian state-owned aerospace and defence company,
headquartered in Bangalore (Bengaluru), India. Established on 23 December 1940, HAL is one of the oldest
and largest aerospace and defence manufacturers in the world today. HAL began aircarft manufacturing as
early as 1942 with licensed production of Harlow PC-5, Curtiss P-36 Hawk and Vultee A-31 Vengeance for the
Indian Air Force.

The Gaganyaan system module, called the Orbital Module will have three Indian astronauts, including a
woman. It will circle Earth at a low-earth-orbit at an altitude of 300-400 km from earth for 5-7 days. The
Gaganyaan Programme envisages undertaking the demonstration of human spaceflight to Low Earth Orbit (LEO)
in the short-term and will lay the foundation for a sustained Indian human space exploration programme in the
long run. The objective of Gaganyaan programme is to demonstrate indigenous capability to undertake human
space flight mission to LEO. As part of this programme, two unmanned missions and one manned mission are
approved by Government of India (GoI). On August 28, 2021, ISRO successfully conducted the first hot test of
the System Demonstration Model (SDM) of the Gaganyaan Service Module Propulsion System for a duration of
450 seconds at the test facility of ISRO Propulsion Complex (IPRC), Mahendragiri, Tamil Nadu. In June 2019,
the Human Space Flight Centre of the ISRO has signed a contract with a Russian Glavkosmos company for
selection support, medical examination and space training of Indian astronauts for the country‘s proposed
maiden manned space mission ‗Gaganyaan‘.

India, Australia hold bilateral meeting to discuss defence cooperation


Defence Minister Rajnath Singh held bilateral meeting with his Australian counterpart Peter Dutton in
New Delhi. Mr Singh said he had fruitful and wide ranging discussions with his Australian counterpart.



The Defence Minsiter said India is committed to building a robust partnership with Australia for the security and
growth of the entire region. He said India Australia partnership is based on shared vision of free, open,
inclusive and rule based Indo-Pacific region.



He added that both nations are keen to work jointly to realise full potential of India-Australia comprehensive
strategic partnership. Both sides noted with happiness that Australia joined the Malabar Exercise in 2020.

India to conduct first user trial of Agni-V missile


India is set to conduct the first user trial of nuke capable intercontinental-range ballistic missile (ICBM)
Agni-V signalling its early induction in the armed forces. Elaborate preparation has started at a defence facility
off Odisha coast for the mission by the Strategic Forces Command of Indian Army.



As per the schedule learnt by TNIE, the 5,000-km range missile is likely to be flight-tested. The mission has
been planned close on the heels of the successful trial of Agni Prime missile, the first of the new class of Agni
series of missiles, developed by DRDO. The three-stage solid-fuelled weapon with advanced guidance and
new generation propulsion was fired with multiple independently targetable reentry warheads.



Developed by DRDO, the missile is capable of hitting targets in all Asian countries and parts of Africa
and Europe. With a wiring of around seven-km, the 17-metre long, 2-metre wide, three-stage, solid-fuelled
missile can carry a payload of 1.5 tonne and weighs around 50 tonne. India is the eighth country to have
intercontinental ballistic missiles after the US, UK, Russia, China, France, Israel and North Korea.

India conducted first user trial of 5,000-km range Agni V Missile


India conducted flight-test of the 5,000-km range Agni V missile with the 1st user trial of IntercontinentalRange Ballistic Missile (ICBM) indicating its early induction in the Armed Forces.



Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL) have
developed the Agni-V Intercontinental Ballistic Missile. The Agni V missile can carry a nuclear payload of
1,500 kg.



The country had planned to induct Intercontinental Ballistic Missile Agni-V in 2020 after the hat-trick preinduction trials in 2018, however, the COVID-19 pandemic forced India to postpone the induction.



Besides India, only seven countries, including the US, UK, Russia, China, France, Israel and North Korea
possess Intercontinental Ballistic Missiles in their defence arsenal.
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Meanwhile, China questioned India‘s plan to conduct the trial of an intercontinental-range ballistic missile,
citing the United Nations Security Council Resolution 1172.



India has a series of Agni missiles in its armoury. Agni-1 has a range of 700 km, Agni-2 with a range of 2,000
km, Agni-3 and Agni-4 can strike targets between 2,500 km and 3,500 km.

Agni-V (―Fire‖) is an Indian nuclear-capable intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) developed by the Defence
Research and Development Organisation and Bharat Dynamics Limited (BDL). The missile is believed to have a
range of around 5,000 km. It is a three-stage, road-mobile and solid-fueled intercontinental ballistic missile
which is transported by a truck and launched via a canister.

Lunar Crater Named After Arctic Explorer Matthew Henson by International Astronomical Union


The International Astronomical Union has named a crater at the Moon‘s South Pole after the Arctic
explorer Matthew Henson, a Black man who in 1909 was one of the first people to stand at the very top of
the world. The proposal to name the crater after Henson came from Jordan Bretzfelder, an Exploration
Science summer intern with the Lunar and Planetary Institute, in Houston, TX, which is a member of the Solar
System Exploration Research Virtual Institute, headquartered at NASA‘s Ames Research Center in California‘s
Silicon Valley.

KVIC Set up Odisha‘s First Silk Yarn Production Centre to Boost Local Silk Industry & Create
Employment


For hundreds of years, Odisha has been known for its exquisite Silk, particularly the Tussar variety, which
provides livelihood to thousands of tribal people, particularly women.



But the Silk weavers in the state were totally dependent on states like West Bengal, Jharkhand and Karnataka for
the Silk yarn, which increased the cost of the Silk fabric. Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC)
has taken a historic initiative to set up Odisha‘s first ever Tussar Silk Yarn Production Centre at
Choudwar in Cuttack district.



This silk yarn production centre will ensure local availability of Tussar Silk yarn, create local employment
and reduce the silk production cost. Tussar silk is one of the finest varieties of Silk that is distinguished by its
coarseness and porous weave that give it a rugged and rustic appearance.
------------------
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NASA‘s newest Mars rover snags first rock sample for return


NASA‘s newest Mars rover may have successfully collected its first rock sample for return to Earth, after
last month‘s attempt came up empty.



The Perseverance rover‘s chief engineer, Adam Stelzner, called it a perfect core sample. Perseverance
drilled into much softer rock, and the sample crumbled and didn‘t get in the titanium tube. The rover drove
a half-mile to a better spot to try again.



Perseverance arrived in February at Mars‘ Jezero Crater believed to be the home of a lush lakebed and
river delta billions of years ago in search of rocks that might hold evidence of ancient life. NASA plans to
launch more spacecraft to retrieve the samples collected by Perseverance; engineers are hoping to return as many
as three dozen samples in about a decade. Perseverance, sometimes called Percy, is a Mars
rover manufactured by the Jet Propulsion Laboratory for use in NASA‘s Mars 2020 mission. Ingenuity will
be the first helicopter to attempt flight on another planet.

The Mars Orbiter Mission (MOM), also called Mangalyaan is a space probe orbiting Mars since 24 September
2014. It was launched on 5 November 2013 by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO). It is India‘s first
interplanetary mission and it made it the fourth space agency to reach Mars, after Roscosmos, NASA, and
the European Space Agency. It made India the first Asian nation to reach Martian orbit and the first nation in
the world to do so on its maiden attempt. On 1 July 2020, ISRO‘s space probe Mangalyaan was able to capture
a photo of the Mars satellite Phobos from 4200 kms away. The Mars Colour Camera (MCC) onboard ISRO‘s Mars
Orbiter Mission has captured the image of Phobos, the closest and biggest moon of Mars.

In a first, IISER scientists sequence genome of Giloy plant


Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Bhopal have sequenced the
genome of Giloy, a plant known for its medicinal properties.



According to the team, the genome and transcriptome sequencing of Giloy (Tinospora cordifolia) is
important due to its tremendous use in pharmaceuticals and ayurvedic formulations to treat various health
conditions including COVID-19 and can provide deep insights into the genomic basis of its medicinal
properties. The research, claimed by the IISER to be first in the world, has been published in the
international ―preprint server for biology-bioRxiv‖.

Findings on Sun‘s atmosphere to aid India‘s first solar mission


A study by Indian scientists has shown how conditions and events in the solar atmosphere like coronal mass
ejections influence the accuracy of space weather prediction, which is crucial for the health of our satellites.
This understanding will aid the interpretation of data from the upcoming Aditya-L1, India‘s first solar
mission.



Space weather refers to the conditions in the solar wind and near-Earth space, which can adversely affect
the performance of space-borne and ground-based technological systems. The space weather near the
Earth is mainly due to Coronal Mass Ejections (CMEs), which are frequent explosive expulsions of huge
magnetized plasma from the Sun into its surroundings that can blow past the Earth.



In the present work, astronomers led by Dr. Wageesh Mishra of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics
(IIA), Bengaluru, an autonomous institute of the Department of Science & Technology, Govt. Of India showed
that plasma properties and Earth arrival times of CMEs from the Sun can vary substantially with
longitudinal locations in the interplanetary space. This research is published in the Monthly Notices of the
Royal Astronomy journal and is co-authored by Kunjal Dave from C.U. Shah University, Gujarat, Prof. Nandita
Srivastava from Physical Research Laboratory, Udaipur, and Prof. Luca Teriaca from the Max Planck Institute of
for the Solar System Research, Germany.



The team explains Sun emits a continuous stream of charged particles called the Solar Wind. The two
selected events were ideal for studying the effects of the CME shocks moving through the solar wind.
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Aditya (Sun) or Aditya-L1 is a planned corobagraphy spacecraft to study solar atmosphere, currently being
designed and developed by Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) and various other Indian research
institutes. It will be inserted in a halo orbit around the L1 point between earth and sun where it will study solar
atmosphere, solar magnetic storms and it‘s impact on environment around earth. The spacecraft will study
coronal heating, solar wind acceleration, coronal magnetometry, origin and monitoring of near-UV solar
radiation and continuously observe photosphere, chromosphere and corona, solar energetic particles and
magnetic field of the sun. It is the first dedicated Indian mission to observe Sun, it is planned to be launched in
third quarter of 2022 aboard a PSLV-XL rocket.

Moroccan cave provides oldest clues about origin of human clothing


Scientists said artifacts unearthed in a cave in Morocco dating back as far as 120,000 years ago indicate
that humans were making specialized bone tools, skinning animals and then using tools to process these skins
for fur and leather.



The items from Contrebandiers Cave, located roughly 800 feet (250 meters) from the Atlantic coastline in
the town of Temara, appear to be the oldest-known evidence for clothing in the archaeological record, they
added. Our species, Homo sapiens, first appeared more than 300,000 years ago in Africa, later spreading
worldwide. The advent of clothing was a milestone for humankind, reflecting cultural and cognitive evolution.

Chandigarh‘s first Pollen Calendar can help identify potential allergy triggers and guard
sensitive people from exposure


Chandigarh now has its first pollen calendar, which can identify potential allergy triggers and provide a
clear understanding for clinicians as well as allergy sufferers about their causes to help limit their exposure
during high pollen loads.



About 20-30% of the population suffers from allergic rhinitis/hay fever in India, and approximately 15%
develop asthma. Pollens are considered major outdoor airborne allergens responsible for allergic rhinitis,
asthma, and atopic dermatitis in humans.



Pollen calendars represent the time dynamics of airborne pollen taxa in graphical form in a particular
geographical area. They yield readily accessible visual details about various airborne pollen taxa present
throughout the year, with their seasonality in a single picture.



Pollen calendars are location-specific, with concentrations closely related to locally distributed flora.
Department of Community Medicine and School of Public Health, PGIMER, Chandigarh, examined the seasonal
periodicities of airborne pollen spectrum and developed the first Pollen Calendar for Chandigarh city.



This will help prepare early advisories and disseminate them through media channels to the citizens so that
they can use protective gear during the period when the concentration of allergic pollens will be high. It is also
a preventive tool for sensitive people to diminish exposure when the levels of aero-pollen are high during
specific periods.
------------------
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ECOLOGY AND ENVIRONMENT

India‘s first dugong conservation reserve


India‘s first Dugong conservation reserve will be built in Tamil Nadu for the conservation of Dugong, a
marine animal that has been enlisted vulnerable to extinction on a global scale by the World Conservation Union
(IUCN).In India, dugongs are seen in the Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of Kutch, Palk Bay, and the Andaman and
Nicobar Islands.



The dugong (Dugong dugon), also called the sea cow, is a herbivorous mammal. They can grow upto three
meters long, weigh about 300 kilograms, and live for about 25 years, grazing on seagrass and coming to the
surface to breathe. They are found in over 30 countries and in India are seen in the Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of
Kutch, Palk Bay, and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Dugong or the sea cow is the State animal of Andaman & Nicobar Islands. This endangered marine species
survive on seagrass and other aquatic vegetation found in the area. It is the only herbivorous mammal that is strictly
marine and is the only extant species in the family Dugongidae.

Tamil Nadu‘s $10-billion green energy island to get Denmark aid


With Tamil Nadu looking to expand its footprint in green energy, the state is likely to see a $5-10 billion
renewable sector investment with Danish participation, including an energy island in the Gulf of Mannar.



The island may produce 4-10 Gw. The value of Danish investment in Tamil Nadu between January 2003 and
January 2021 is estimated at $ 751.72 million. Companies that have marked their presence in other parts of
India include Novo-Nordisk, A.P. Moller Maersk and Ramboll. In the last decade Denmark has invested
over $1 billion in the country. Around 200 Danish companies are operating in India.

Researchers complete first-ever detailed map of world‘s coral reefs


Researchers have completed a comprehensive online map of the world‘s coral reefs by using more than 2
million satellite images from across the globe.



The Allen Coral Atlas, named after late Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, will act as a reference for reef
conservation, marine planning and coral science as researchers try to save these fragile ecosystems that are
being lost to climate change.



The maps, which include areas up to 50 feet (15 meters) deep, are being used to inform policy decisions
about marine protected areas, spatial planning for infrastructure such as docks and seawalls and upcoming
coral restoration projects.

Coral reefs in India are one of the most ancient and dynamic ecosystems of India. The coral reefs not only
provide a sanctuary to a myriad of marine life but also play a key role in protecting the coastline from erosion.
India has about 7517 km of coastline including islands but mainland coast is 6100 km. The Coral reefs in India are
mainly restricted to the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Gulf of Mannar, Gulf of Kutch, Palk Strait and
the Lakshadweep islands. All of these reefs are Fringing reefs, except Lakshadweep which are Atolls.
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‗Rare discovery‘: New species of hybodont shark of Jurassic age found in Rajasthan‘s Jaisalmer


In a rare discovery, teeth of new species of hybodontshark of Jurassic age have been reported for the first
time from Rajasthan‘s Jaisalmer.



Hybodont sharks have been reported for the first time from the Jurassic rocks (approximately, between
160 and 168 million-years-old) of the Jaisalmer region of Rajasthan.



Hybodonts, an extinct group of sharks, was a dominant group of fishes in both marine and fluvial
environments during the Triassic and early Jurassic time.



However, hybodont sharks started to decline in marine environments from the Middle Jurassic onwards
until they formed a relatively minor component of open-marine shark assemblages. Hybodonts finally
became extinct at the end of the Cretaceous time 65 million years ago.

Uttarakhand‘s Tehri Dam Achieves Full Capacity of 830 Metres for the First Time Ever


The Tehri Dam Project in Uttarakhand reached a milestone, as it achieved its full capacity of 830 metres
for the first time ever.



The project has been providing the much-needed 1000 MW power and other benefits such as drinking and
irrigation water, flood moderation, fishing, tourism etc. for the past 15 years, and yet its full potential had
remained elusive.



The Tehri reservoir could not be raised to Full Reservoir Level (FRL) of EL 830 metres due to different
issues. However, with the Centre and the state governments‘ efforts, this mammoth task was achieved after the
pending rehabilitation issues of the project were resolved by THDC India.

The Tehri Dam is the tallest dam in India. It is a multi-purpose rock and earth-fill embankment dam on
the Bhagirathi River near Tehri in Uttarakhand, India. It is the primary dam of the THDC India Ltd. and the
Tehri hydroelectric complex. Phase 1 was completed in 2006. The dam‘s 1,000 MW variable-speed pumpedstorage scheme is currently under construction with expected commissioning in 2022.

Climate change: UN arm, ICRISAT ink pact on food security


The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the International Crops Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) have joined hands to take up programmes and research to improve food,
nutrition security and livelihoods in the country against the impacts of climate change.



Bishow Parajuli, WFP India Representative and Country Director, and Jacqueline Hughes, DirectorGeneral of ICRISAT, have signed a memorandum of understanding in this regard.

The International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) is an international
organization which conducts agricultural research for rural development, headquartered in Patancheru
(Hyderabad, Telangana, India).It was founded in 1972 by a consortium of organisations convened by the Ford
and the Rockefeller foundations. Its charter was signed by the FAO and the UNDP. Since its inception, host
country India has granted a special status to ICRISAT as a UN Organization operating in the Indian territory
making it eligible for special immunities and tax privileges.

Exotic brown trout threatening native Himalayan fish species


The exotic brown trout invasion is threatening the native Himalayan snow trout by restricting their
distribution and movement in high-altitude river basins, according to a study.



The research, published in the Journal of Applied Ecology, shows that snow trout highly prefer the river
mainstem or the downstream segment for survival. However, the invasive brown trout is forcing the native
species to move upstream towards headwaters or the source of the river. The brown trout is an exotic species,
which is highly promoted due to its popularity for recreational angling and food delicacy, the researchers said.



The fish was introduced under the British rule mostly for sport, they added. The researchers also emphasised
the need to leave the headwaters free from dams. The researchers compared snow trout in two stream
networks with and without invasive species, for assessing differences in their spatial distribution.
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India‘s largest open air fernery developed in Ranikhet


India‘s largest open air fernery was inaugurated at Ranikhet in Uttarakhand‘s Almora district by wellknown expert on ferns Nilambar Kunetha. It has been developed by the research wing of the Uttarakhand
Forest Department over a period of three years, under the central government‘s CAMPA scheme.

Karnataka to set up spices park in Chikkamagaluru


The Karnataka government is going to set up a spice park at Ambale in Chikkamagaluru district. The
people of Malnad region were demanding this for a long time. The decision was taken after a meeting between
Industries Minister Murugesh Nirani and Union Minister of State for Agriculture and Farmers Welfare
Shobha Karandlaje on 27 August.



To promote agricultural exports, Karandlaje had urged Nirani to set up a spice park on 10 acres of
government land in Ambale. Karandlaje represents the Udupi-Chikkamagaluru Lok Sabha constituency. He
agreed to set up Masal Park after urging Nirani to set up a special cell to promote agricultural exports. The
Karnataka Industrial Areas Development Board (KIADB) will develop the facility on a 10-acre plot at the earliest.



The union minister requested Nirani to set up a spices park in her district to promote agriculture exports. The
district is known for spices apart from coffee. Karnataka is the largest producer of spices in India.
Turmeric, chilli, black pepper, small cardamom, curry leaves, tamarind, herbal spices, cloves, nutmeg, coriander
etc. are produced in abundance in the state.

Karnataka is a state in the south western region of India. It was formed on 1 November 1956, with the passage of
the States Reorganisation Act. Originally known as the State of Mysore, it was renamed Karnataka in 1973. The
capital and largest city is Bengaluru. Basavaraj Bommai is serving as the current Chief Minister of
Karnataka. Thaawarchand Gehlot is currently serving as the Governor of Karnataka. Coffee production in India
is dominated in the hill tracts of South Indian states, with Karnataka accounting for 71%, followed by Kerala
with 21% and Tamil Nadu (5% of overall production with 8,200 tonnes).

Mumbai first South Asian city to work on climate action plan


Iqbal Singh Chahal, Commissioner of the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) said that Mumbai
is the first city in South Asia to launch the Mumbai Climate Action Plan, which is rolling in now.



Mumbai is the first city in South Asia to launch the Mumbai Climate Action Plan, which is rolling in now.
The plan was launched by state environment minister Aaditya Thackeray at the BMC headquarters.



Mumbai became a part of the C40 Cities climate leadership group in December 2020. ―Cities like Los
Angeles, London, New York are also part of the group. Mumbai joined the group a few months back. The
basic aim of this group is to learn from one another and use technology to fight and offset climate change.
And based on this, Mumbai has launched the MCAP,‖ the BMC chief said.



Elaborating on the steps taken in Mumbai, he said that several implementations have been initiated, including
introduction of electric buses and desalination plants, no felling of trees for dams, sewage treatment plant to
recycle water, plantation of 2,000 trees, Miyawaki forest development in Mumbai and so on.

Mumbai (also known as Bombay -the official name until 1995) is the capital city of the Indian state of
Maharashtra. According to the United Nations, as of 2018, Mumbai is the second-most populous city in the
country after Delhi and the seventh-most populous city in the world with a population of roughly 20 million. As
per Indian government population census of 2011, Mumbai was the most populous city in India with an
estimated city proper population of 12.5 million living under Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai. In 2008,
Mumbai was named an alpha world city. It has the highest number of millionaires and billionaires among all
cities in India. It is also known as financial capital of India. Mumbai is home to three UNESCO World Heritage
Sites: the Elephanta Caves, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Terminus, and the city‘s distinctive ensemble of
Victorian and Art Deco buildings.
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BRICS Environment Ministers adopt New Delhi Statement aimed at furthering spirit of
cooperation in environment among BRICS Nations


The BRICS Environment Ministers have adopted the New Delhi Statement which is aimed at furthering the
spirit of cooperation for continuity, consolidation and consensus in the environment among the BRICS
Nations.



The 7th meeting of the Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa (BRICS) Environment Ministerial
was held virtually. During the meeting, India stressed on the need for taking concrete collective global actions
against the global environment and climate challenge.



India gives great importance to BRICS and emphasized that BRICS countries can play a very significant role
in addressing the contemporary global challenges of climate change, biodiversity loss, air pollution and
marine plastic litter.

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia.

Odisha district only place in India to have all three crocodile species


Odisha‘s Kendrapara district, crisscrossed by rivers, creeks and water inlets, has earned the distinction of
being the only district in India where all three species of crocodiles – salt-water, gharial and mugger – are
found.



The district has already claimed fame for its successful conservation programme for salt-water or estuarine
crocodiles at the Bhitarkanika National Park. The national park, having 1,768 estuarine crocodiles, is home to
70 per cent of India‘s such crocodiles, the conservation of which was started way back in 1975.

IIT Ropar startup claims developing world‘s first plant-based smart air-purifier


A startup company of IIT Ropar has claimed that it has developed the world‘s first, state-of-the-art ‗Smart
Bio-Filter‘ that can make breathing fresh. Urban Air Laboratory says that its living-plant-based air purifier
―Ubreathe Life‖ amplifies the air purification process in indoor spaces.



―The technology works through the air-purifying natural leafy plant. The room-air interacts with leaves and goes
to the soil-root zone where maximum pollutants are purified. The novel technology used in this product is
‗Urban Munnar Effect‘ along with patent-pending ―Breathing Roots‖ to exponentially amplify the
phytoremediation process of the plants. Phytoremediation is a process by which plants effectively remove
pollutants from the air‖.

Wellington city ranks first in the world for environmental security


Wellington has been named the number one city worldwide for environmental security. The Safe Cities
Index 2021 ranks 60 cities across 76 indicators covering digital, health, and infrastructure, personal and
environmental security.



Environmental security considers how the city has incorporated sustainability parameters into its urban
planning to reduce carbon emissions and manage climate risks. Wellington sits at the top of the table with
91.7, just above Toronto with 90.3, and far above the average of 68.5.

India‘s first bio-brick based building inaugurated at IIT-H


India‘s first bio-brick based building was inaugurated at Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IITH) by Director B.S. Murty. Calling it a perfect illustration of ‗Wealth from Waste‘, IIT-H Director BS
Murthy said the institute will submit a proposal to the Ministry of Agriculture to promote its wider adoption by
the rural community.



Researchers at the IIT demonstrated that agricultural waste can be converted into sustainable materials
which, in turn, can be used to build eco-friendly, cost-effective structures. In April this year, the team secured
a patent for the bio-brick material and its manufacturing technology.
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The technology has been developed by research scholar Priyabrata Rautray under the supervision of
Professor Deepak John Mathew at the Department of Design.

Assam Cabinet has decided to rename Rajiv Gandhi National Park as Orang National Park



Assam Cabinet has decided to rename Rajiv Gandhi National Park as Orang National Park. There was a
demand to restore the original name of the Orang Wildlife Sanctuary.
In 1985 former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi‘s name was added. In 1999 the original name was restored and
it was upgraded to Orang National Park. In 2001 Tarun Gogoi led government included the name of former
Prime minister in the park.

Tata Steel commissions India‘s first plant for CO2 capture from Blast Furnace gas




Tata Steel commissioned a 5 tonnes per day (TPD) carbon capture plant at its Jamshedpur Works, making
it the country‘s first steel company to adopt such a carbon capture technology that extracts CO 2 directly
from the Blast Furnace gas.
Tata Steel will reuse the captured CO2 on-site to promote the circular carbon economy. This Carbon Capture
and Utilisation (CCU) facility uses amine-based technology and makes the captured carbon available for onsite
reuse. The depleted CO2 gas is sent back to the gas network with increased calorific value. This project has
been executed with technological support from Carbon Clean, a global leader in low-cost CO2 capture technology.

Prehistoric winged lizard unearthed in Chile




Chilean scientists have announced the discovery of the first-ever southern hemisphere remains of a type of
Jurassic-era ―winged lizard‖ known as a pterosaur. Fossils of the dinosaur which lived some 160 million years
ago in what is the Atacama Desert, were unearthed in 2009.
They have now been confirmed to be of a rhamphorhynchine pterosaur – the first such creature to be
found in Gondwana, the prehistoric supercontinent that later formed the southern hemisphere landmasses.

Rising sea level to submerge 17 percent of Bangladesh by 2050




Close to 17 percent of Bangladesh could be submerged by the rising sea level by 2050. The UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle Bachelet quoted a report of the World Economic Forum (WEF)
that in Bangladesh 20 million people will be deprived of their homes by 2050 due to the rising sea level.
Worldwide at least 1.2 billion people could be displaced due to rising sea levels by 2050.
According to the WEF Bangladesh had the third largest number of over 4 million people displaced from
their homes due to disasters in 2019. Other countries in South East Asia including Indonesia, Malaysia,
Myanmar, Thailand and Vietnam will also face damaging consequences due to high tides which would affect 48
million people in these countries by 2050.

Hole in ozone layer over Southern Hemisphere now larger than Antarctica




The hole in the ozone layer over the Southern Hemisphere is now larger than Antarctica as it grew
considerably in the past two weeks, scientists at the European Union‘s Copernicus Atmosphere Monitoring
Service (CAMS) said. Earth‘s protective ozone layer depletes and forms a hole over the South pole every
Spring due to the human-made chemicals. The atmospheric ozone absorbs the harmful portion of rays
coming from the Sun to preserve life on the planet.
The ozone hole located over regions with populations put them at risk of being exposed to unhealthy levels
of ultraviolet radiation. CAMS constantly monitors the ozone layer to track the annual chemical destruction of
ozone that leads to the formation of the hole. The ozone depletion at the start of this season was similar to that of
last year‘s but grew considerably in the last two weeks, becoming larger than 75% of ozone holes at that stage
in the season since 1979.

Sikkim declares ‗Katley‘ as state fish


The Sikkim government has declared ‗Cooper Mahseer‘ locally named ‗Katley‘ as the state fish. State
government has declared Neolissochilus hexagonolepis commonly known as Copper Mahseer and locally
named as ‗Katley‘ as a state fish to highlight the importance of the fish and to give emphasis to its conservation
measures.
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―In Sikkim, Katley is found in varied altitudes covering entire state predominantly confined in Teesta and
Rangit rivers and their tributaries. In the year 1992, ICAR-National Bureau of Fish Genetic Resources (ICARNBFGR), Lucknow had categorized Katley fish as endangered species. Later on, in the year 2014 the fish was
also categorized as endangered by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature)‖.

India now has 10 International Blue Flag beaches


Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav announced that India now has 10 International Blue Flag
beaches with the addition of Kovalamand Eden beaches this year and recertification for 8 beaches which
got the tag last year.



The Foundation for Environment Education in Denmark (FEE), which accords the globally recognised ecolabel - the Blue Flag certification has also given re-certification for eight nominated beaches—Shivrajpur
(Gujarat), Ghoghla (Diu), Kasarkod and Padubidri (Karnataka), Kappad (Kerala), Rushikonda (Andhra
Pradesh), Golden (Odisha), and Radhanagar (Andaman and Nicobar Islands), which were awarded the Blue
Flag certificate last year.



FEE Denmark conducts regular monitoring and audits for strict compliance with the 33 criteria at all times. A
waving ―Blue Flag‖ is an indication of 100 per cent compliance to these 33 stringent criteria and sound
health of the beach, the release said.



The objective of the BEAMS programme is to abate pollution in coastal waters, promote sustainable
development of beach facilities, protect and conserve coastal ecosystems and natural resources, and
seriously challenge local authorities & stakeholders to strive and maintain high standards of cleanliness, hygiene,
and safety for beachgoers in accordance with coastal environment and regulations.

Bengal‘s Sunderbans to get women tourist guides for the first time


This is the first time that women guides will be placed on the boats that enter the tiger reserve with tourist
guides. The Sunderbans, located at the southern tip of West Bengal is home to around 100 tigers.



Around one million tourists visit the delta, which can be accessed only on boats, to see the tigers and crocodiles
among other animals. The Sundarbans Reserve Forest (SRF), located in the south-west of Bangladesh
between the river Baleswar in the East and the Harinbanga in the West, adjoining to the Bay of Bengal, is
the largest contiguous mangrove forest in the world.



The Sundarbans mangrove forest, one of the largest such forests in the world (140,000 ha), lies on the delta
of the Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna rivers on the Bay of Bengal. It is adjacent to the border of India‘s
Sundarbans World Heritage site inscribed in 1987.

UNESCO declares world‘s first 5-country biosphere reserve in ‗Amazon of Europe‘


The UNESCO designated Mura-Drava-Danube (MDD) as the world‘s first ‗five-country biosphere
reserve‘. The biosphere reserve covers 700 kilometres of the Mura, Drava and Danube rivers and stretches
across Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary and Serbia.



The total area of the reserve — a million hectares — in the so-called ‗Amazon of Europe‘, makes it the
largest riverine protected area on the continent. The strategy‘s aim is to revitalise 25,000 km of rivers and
protect 30 per cent of the European Union‘s land area by 2030.



MDD‘s recognition ―was a mandate to all five countries to jointly advance the protection and revitalisation
of the Mura-Drava-Danube area and boost sustainable business practices‖. The reserve is home to floodplain
forests, gravel and sand banks, river islands, oxbows and meadows. It is home to continental Europe‘s highest
density of breeding white-tailed eagle (more than 150 pairs), as well as endangered species such as the little
tern, black stork, otters, beavers and sturgeons.

India En route to a clean and sustainable energy future


For every developing country, building sustainable resources of power is a must. On similar lines, India is
working round the clock to uplift the power sector. In the coming days, the nation is planning to set up a
14GWh (Gigawatt hours) battery storage system in Kutch.
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The plan can give a strategic push to India‘s grid-scale battery storage programme and hence will be among one
of the largest in the world. According to the available data, the Khavda renewable energy park in Kutch will be
the world‘s largest and will finally generate around 30GW of clean energy and will be spread over 72,600
hectares.



India‘s power grid stability is largely dependent on large battery storage. As 1GWh (1,000-MWh) of battery
capacity is sufficient to power 1 million homes for an hour and around 30,000 electric cars. India has one of
the largest unified grids in the world.

Razan Al Mubarak becomes first woman from the Arab world to head IUCN


Razan Al Mubarak, the Managing Director of both the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi and the
Mohamed bin Zayed Species Conservation Fund, was elected President of the International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), one of the world‘s largest and best-known conservation institutions.



Ms. Al Mubarak is the first woman from the Arab world to head IUCN and only the second woman to run
lead the 73-year-old conservation organization. She will succeed Zhang Zinsheng.

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) is an international organization working in the
field of nature conservation and sustainable use of natural resources. It is involved in data gathering and
analysis, research, field projects, advocacy, and education. IUCN‘s mission is to ―influence, encourage and assist
societies throughout the world to conserve nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and
ecologically sustainable‖. The organization is best known to the wider public for compiling and publishing
the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species, which assesses the conservation status of species worldwide. Its
headquarters are in Gland, Switzerland.

World‘s first water-from-air bottling water plant set up in Hyderabad


Watertech startup Maithri Aquatech Pvt Ltd has set up the world‘s first water-from-air bottling water
plant with a capacity of generating 2.5 million litres per annum and bottling 3.4 million bottles per annum in
Hyderabad. The BIS and FSSAI approved bottling plant will be equipped with multiple Meghdoot
atmospheric water generators (AWG), which have been developed and patented by the company in
partnership with CSIR-IICT. ―For the first time in the world a packaged water bottling plant will utilise
air to meet its water requirements‖.

India, US launch ‗Climate Action and Finance Mobilisation Dialogue‘


Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav and United States Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John
Kerry launched Climate Action and Finance Mobilisation Dialogue under India-US Climate and Clean
Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership.



Speaking at the launch of Climate Action and Finance Mobilization Dialogue (CAFMD), Mr. Kerry applauded
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for setting an ambitious target of achieving 450GW renewable energy
by 2030 and congratulated India for already achieving 100 GW.
------------------
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SPORTS

Sports Personalities in News
Chess: Indian Grandmaster Sethuraman wins Barcelona Open


Indian Grandmaster S P Sethuraman won the Barcelona Open chess tournament title while compatriot
Karthikeyan Murali finished third. Sethuraman, who was the top seed, remained unbeaten through the nine
rounds, winning six matches and drawing three.

India‘s Avni Lekhara wins Gold medal in Women‘s 10 meter Air Rifle Shooting at Tokyo
Paralympics


Indian shooter Avani Lekhara has won Gold medal in Women‘s 10 metre Air Rifle Shooting at Tokyo
Paralympics. She has won the first Gold for the country at the Tokyo Paralympic Games.



The 19-year-old became the first woman from India to win a Paralympics gold medal. Avani finished with a
Paralympic Record and in-process equalled the World Record with 249.6 points.



India‘s para table tennis player Bhavina won silver as she lost the gold medal match to China‘s Zhou Ying
3-0 in the women‘s singles - Class 4.



With the silver medal, Bhavina became the first table tennis player ever to win a medal at the Paralympics
for India and the second female athlete after PCI chief Deepa Malik to achieve this feat. Deepa had won
silver at Rio 2016 in women‘s shot put.



Yogesh Kathuniya won Silver medal in Discus Throw. This is the fifth medal for the country at the Tokyo
Paralympics.

Tokyo Paralympics: Mariyappan, Sharad win silver and bronze respectively in men‘s high jump,
India‘s medal tally hits double-digit


Double delight for India, in Men‘s High Jump T42 event this evening at Tokyo Paralympics, Mariyappan
Thangavelu has won silver medal while Sharad Kumar clinched bronze. With this, India‘s medal tally at the
Paralympics touched an unprecedented 10.

Ronaldo sets world record, becomes highest international goal-scorer


Cristiano Ronaldo set the world record for most international goals, surpassing Iran‘s Ali Daei tally of 109
goals in international football. The Portugal captain reached the mark during his side‘s World Cup Group
A qualifying match against Ireland.



The historic moment, one that was being eagerly looked forward to since the commencement of the
tournament, arrived in the 89th minute when the Portuguese striker struck a goal to level the scores 1-1 in
the match.
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Tokyo Paralympics: Shuttlers Pramod Bhagat wins gold, Manoj Sarkar wins bronze in men‘s
singles SL3 category


At the Tokyo Paralympics Indian shuttler Pramod Bhagat has won the gold medal in the men‘s singles SL3
category while in the same event, Manoj Sarkar has won a bronze medal for India.



Manish Narwal finished on top of the podium in Mixed 50m Pistol SH1 final and Singhraj followed him at
the second place for a silver medal. With this India has won total 17 medals so far which include, four Gold,
seven Silver and six bronze.



The 2020 Summer Paralympics branded as Tokyo 2020 Paralympic Games, were a major international
multi-sport parasports event governed by the International Paralympic Committee. It was the 16th Summer
Paralympic Games and was held in Tokyo, Japan between 24 August and 5 September 2021.



Someity is a figure with pink chequered patterns inspired by the Games‘ official logo and mascot, as well as
cherry blossom flowers.



The event was formerly planned to take place on 25 August to 6 September 2020, but postponed to 2021
along with the 2020 Summer Olympics in March 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Like in the
Olympics, the state of emergency happening in Tokyo and the event was held entirely behind closed doors with
no physical audience permitted. For marketing purposes, the event was branded as Tokyo 2020 despite
taking place in 2021.



This was the second Summer Paralympics hosted by Tokyo since the 1964 Games, and the third time the
Paralympics were ever held so far in Japan since the 1998 Winter Paralympics.



Tokyo was the first city to host the Paralympics more than once. The Paralympics replaced sailing and 7-aside football with badminton and taekwondo. The 2020 Summer Olympics were largely held behind closed
doors due to the COVID-19 pandemic in Japan and a state of emergency in Tokyo issued by Prime
Minister Yoshihide Suga, though events in some regions could be held with up to 10,000 spectators or 50%
capacity (whichever is smaller).



The 2020 Summer Paralympics featured 539 events in 22 sports. Badminton and taekwondo made their
Paralympic debut in Tokyo, while classifications were added or realigned in other sports; canoe, shooting,
table tennis, track cycling, and wheelchair fencing saw increases in the number of medal events held, while
there were reductions in athletics and swimming.



China topped the medal table for the fifth consecutive games, with 96 golds and 207 total medals. Great
Britain finished second for the ninth time, with 41 golds and 124 total medals. The United States finished
third, with 37 golds, their best finish since the 2008 games, and 104 total medals. The Russian Paralympic
Committee finished fourth, with a total of 36 golds and 118 total medals, putting them in third place when
ranked by total medals. Iralympics team. (Photo credit: Prime Minister‘s Office).



Indian Paralympians produced a historic show at Paralympics 2020 - where the team won 19 medals - five
gold, eight silver, and six bronze. Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi hosted the Indian Paralympics
contingent on September 9. Earlier, Modi had hosted Indian contingent that participated in Tokyo Olympics 2020.



Before Tokyo Paralympics 2020, India had won 12 medals (4 medals of each colour) in all previous
Paralympics appearances combined. While India returned with 19 medals from Paralympics 2020, the total
number of Indian Paralympians who participated at Rio Paralympics 2016 was 19. India ranked 24 in the
overall ranking at Tokyo Paralympics 2020.

Lalinakere Yathiraj bagged a historic silver at paralympics


India‘s Suhas Lalinakere Yathiraj has bagged a historic silver after going down fighting against top seed
Lucas Mazur of France in the men‘s singles SL4 class final at the Tokyo Paralympics.



The district magistrate of Gautam Buddh Nagar (Noida) thus also became the first-ever IAS officer to win a
medal at the Paralympics.
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Rohit Sharma Achieves Rare Milestone; becomes first world cricketer to reach this feat


Indian opener Rohit Sharma scored his first overseas Test hundred as he smashed 127 runs in the third
innings of the fourth Test match against England.



With the ton, Sharma also became the first visiting opening batsman to score a hundred in all three formats
in England. Sharma already had centuries as an opener in the one-day format in England and also had one ton in
the shortest form of the game.

Pramod Bhagat creates history, becomes first Indian shuttler to win gold at Tokyo Paralympics
2020


Indian para shuttler Pramod Bhagat created history at the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 as he became India‘s
first badminton player to win a gold medal in the history of the para Games. Bhagat defeated Bethell in the
final to clinch his first and India‘s fourth gold medal in the ongoing event.

India‘s Jeev Milkha Singh becomes first golfer in world to be granted 10-year Dubai Golden Visa


Star Indian golfer Jeev Milkha Singh has become the first professional golfer in the world to receive the
prestigious 10-year Dubai Golden Visa in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the sport.

US Open: Rajeev Ram, Joe Salisbury clinch Men‘s Doubles title


In US Open Tennis, second seed Daniil Medvedev cruised into the Men‘s Singles finals after producing a
dominant performance to overcome 12th seed Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime in New York.



The Russian, is now one match away from capturing his first major title at Flushing Meadows. It was the first
Grand Slam semi-final for 21-year-old Auger-Aliassime, who reached the Wimbledon quarter-finals earlier
this year and has been hailed among the sport‘s brightest young stars.

British teenager Emma Raducanu clinches Women‘s Singles title; Joe Salisbury of Britain and
his American partner Desirae Krawczyk win Mixed Doubles title


Rising British sensation Emma Raducanu beat Leylah Fernandez of Canada to win Women‘s Singles title
at US Open Tennis.



The 18-year-old Emma Raducanu defeated her Canadian opponent in straight sets in the summit clash held
at the Arthur Ashe Stadium in New York. She has become the first British woman to win the title in 53 years.
Raducanu has also become the first British woman in 44 years to win a Grand Slam singles title.



Joe Salisbury has become the first Briton to win two doubles titles at a Grand Slam in the Open era after
claiming the mixed doubles title at the US Open a day after winning the men‘s doubles.



Salisbury and American partner Desirae Krawczyk beat Mexico‘s Giuliana Olmos and El Salvador‘s
Marcelo Arevalo 7-5 6-2 at Flushing Meadows.

Novak Djokovic‘s Grand Slam bid foiled as Daniil Medvedev wins US Open


Daniil Medvedev shattered Novak Djokovic‘s Grand Slam dream with a straight sets victory in the US
Open final denying the world number one a record-breaking 21st major men‘s singles title.



Russia‘s second-ranked Medvedev dominated Djokovic 6-4, 6-4, 6-4 to prevent the first calendar-year Grand
Slam since 1969 and keep Djokovic level with Roger Federer and Rafael Nadal atop the career Slam title list.

Daniel Ricciardo wins Italian GP


Championship leader Max Verstappen and defending champion Lewis Hamilton crashed out of the Italian
Grand Prix, which was won by McLaren‘s Daniel Ricciardo.



It was McLaren‘s first win in nearly nine years, since Jenson Button took the chequered flag in Brazil in
2012. It was also Ricciardo‘s first win since Monaco in 2018.
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Leading sportswear giant Adidas launches first flagship store in India


Leading sportswear giant - adidas unveiled its first flagship store in India. Located in the heart of the national
capital - Connaught Place. ‗The Home of Possibilities‘ store is a blend of multiple digital touch points,
sustainability zone and embodies the future of retail experience for consumers.



Spread in 5,900 sq ft of retail area across 4 floors, the store‘s concept is brought to life inspired from the
brand‘s ‗OWN THE GAME‘ strategy that focuses on 3 important aspects which are Experience,
Sustainability, and Credibility.

Raninder Singh re-elected NRAI president for fourth time


Seasoned administrator Raninder Singh was re-elected as the president of the National Rifle Association of
India (NRAI) for an unprecedented fourth term after he beat BSP MP Shyam Singh Yadav 56-3 in the
elections. Odisha MP Kalikesh Narayan Singh Deo will continue to be the federation‘s senior vice-president
besides the eighth VP.

Pankaj Advani wins his 24th world title in Doha


Star Indian cueist Pankaj Advani grabbed his 24 th world title when he triumphed at the IBSF 6-Red
Snooker World Cup with a victory over Pakistan‘s Babar Masih in the final. Pankaj ensured a clean slate of
wins over the last fortnight in Qatar across two international championships – Asian Snooker and 6-red Snooker
World Cup.

D Gukesh wins gold at European Club Cup


Days after clinching the Norway Open event – the 15-year-old won gold at the European Club Cup which
concluded in Macedonia. Gukesh, India‘s youngest-ever Grandmaster, will have little time to celebrate as he
heads for his next event in Bulgaria. He will be featuring at the U-21 Junior Open event which will be held in
Plovdiv, Bulgaria.

Hamilton wins 100th F1 race to take lead over Verstappen


Lewis Hamilton became the first Formula One driver to win 100 races with victory in the Russian Grand
Prix to retake the championship lead from Max Verstappen.



Hamilton dropped to seventh place when he was boxed in at the first corner but fought back and passed
Lando Norris for the win when the McLaren driver stayed out on slick tires in late rain and slid off the track.
------------------
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Sport Events
National Sports Day


The day is celebrated on 29th August every year to commemorate the birth anniversary of legendary
hockey player Major Dhyan Chand.



The Government had announced that India‘s highest sporting honour Khel Ratna Award has been named as
Major Dhyan Chand Khel Ratna Award in the honour of the hockey wizard.

Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur launches FIT India Mobile Application


To celebrate the second anniversary of Fit India Movement and as part of Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav,
Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Singh Thakur launched the Fit India Mobile Application.



The Fit India Movement was launched on this day in 2019 by Prime Minister Narendra Modi with the
vision of making India a Fit and Healthy Nation.



Over the past two years, the Fit India Movement has reached millions of people across the country through its
various fitness campaigns such as Fit India School Week, Fit India Freedom Run, Fit India Cyclothon and
many others.



Currently, the Fit India Movement is also conducting Fit India Freedom Run 2.0 in celebration of Azadi
Ka Amrit Mahotsav to celebrate and commemorate 75 years of India‘s Independence.

Manchester United re-signs Cristiano Ronaldo from Juventus


Manchester United have completed the signing of Cristiano Ronaldo from Juventus on a two-year deal, the
Premier League side confirmed as the Portuguese forward returns to the club where he won eight major
trophies from 2003-2009.

130th edition of Durand Cup kicks off in Kolkata


The 130th edition of the Durand Cup kicked off at the Vivekananda Yubabharati Krirangan in Kolkata.
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee kicked the ball and inaugurated the tournament.



16 teams are playing in this edition of the oldest club football tournament in Asia while two renowned clubs
of Kolkata, East Bengal and Mohun Bagan are not participating.

India wraps up Tokyo Paralympic games with largest-ever haul of 19 medals; Games end with
glittering closing ceremony


At Tokyo Paralympics, in its best ever performance India bagged 19 medals with five Gold, eight Silver
and six bronze. Indian finished 24th in the medals tally.



Shooter Avani Lekhara was India‘s flag-bearer at the closing ceremony of Tokyo Paralympics. Lekhara has
become the first Indian woman to win two medals in the same Paralympics in addition to being the first
Indian woman to win gold at the Games.



The 19-year-old has won Gold in the 10 metre air rifle and Bronze in 50 metre rifle 3 position. Indian
Paralympic athletes have made the nation proud with their rich haul of medals at the Tokyo Games.

IOC suspends North Korea until end of 2022 after it failed to send a team to Tokyo Games


The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has suspended North Korea until the end of 2022 after it
failed to send a team to the Tokyo Games. The suspension means the country will miss out on the Beijing
Winter Games.



North Korea did not send a delegation to the Tokyo Games, saying it wanted to protect its athletes from
Covid-19. IOC President Thomas Bach said the North Korean Olympic Committee would not receive
financial aid during the suspension.
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Bach added that the IOC reserves the right to make decisions on any individual North Korean athletes who
qualify for Beijing 2022 and to reconsider the duration of the country‘s suspension. At Rio Olympics 2016,
North Korea had won two Golds, three Silvers and two Bronzes.

India beat Kuwait to clinch first win at Asian Volleyball Championship


The Indian men‘s volleyball team beat Kuwait 3-0 in the Asian Volleyball Championship 2021 at the
Funabashi Arena, Japan.

Chennai to host India‘s first Para Triathlon


Chennai will host country‘s first Para Triathlon on September 26. It will be organised along with Triathlon
and Mixed Relay (Q) ITF Open starting September 24 at the Centre for Sports Science (CSS), Sri
Ramachandra University Campus in the city.



As many as 24 para athletes including two visually impaired are in the fray for the top honours. Para
athletes have to complete super sprint distance including 250m swimming, 7 km cycling and 1.5 km running.
―This will be the first para triathlon to be held in the country. The Indian Triathlon Federation (ITF) got the
affiliation from the Paralympic Committee of India (PCI) a couple of months ago.

ISL set to be first Indian sports league to launch unique digital collectibles


The Indian Super League (ISL) is going to be the first Indian sports league to have its exclusive nonfungible tokens (NFTs) as digital collectibles.



The league, co-owned by Reliance Industries (65%) and Star India (35%), has partnered with Londonbased entertainment-focussed collectible platform Terra Virtua to create unique digital collectibles
featuring the league and all its 11 clubs.

A non-fungible token (NFT) is a unit of data stored on a digital ledger, called a blockchain, that certifies a digital
asset to be unique and therefore not interchangeable. NFTs can be used to represent items such as photos,
videos, audio, and other types of digital files. Access to any copy of the original file, however, is not restricted to
the buyer of the NFT. While copies of these digital items are available for anyone to obtain, NFTs are tracked on
blockchains to provide the owner with a proof of ownership that is separate from copyright.

------------------
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AWARDS

Tajikistan honours Lion of Panjshir Ahmad Shah Massoud after two decades


In a significant development, Tajikistan awarded the country‘s highest distinction to former Afghan defence
minister Ahmad Shah Massoud and former Afghan president Burhanuddin Rabbani. Massoud was known
as the Lion of Panjshir and led the strongest resistance against the Taliban from his stronghold in the valley
until he was assassinated two days before 9/11.



His son Ahmad Massoud is currently leading the resistance against Taliban along with former vice
president of Afghanistan Amrullah Saleh and former defence minister Bismillah Khan Mohammadi in
Panjshir valley. Panjshir is separated from Tajikistan by Badakhshan province where Tajiks and Uzbeks
are a majority rather than Pashtuns, who form the core of the Taliban.



This is the only region which was not captured by the Soviets or the Taliban in the 1980 and 1990s.
Rabbani, meanwhile, served as the political head of the Northern Alliance, when it took on the Taliban in the
1990s.



Tajik President Emomali Rahmon issued the decree awarding the Order of Ismoili Somoni 1st Class on
both the leaders posthumously. According to the president‘s official website, the award has been given to
Massoud and Rabbani ―for their assistance and mediation in organising inter-Tajik peace negotiations in 19931996‖. The honour is a recognition of the role the two leaders played in ending the civil war in Tajikistan.

Operation Devi Shakti (Operation Goddess Shakti) was an operation of the Indian Armed Forces to
evacuate Indian citizens and foreign nationals from Afghanistan after the collapse of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan and the fall of Kabul, the capital city, to the Taliban. Panjshir (literally meaning ―Five Lions‖, also
spelled as Panjsher and Panjsheer) is one of the thirty-four provinces of Afghanistan, located in the
northeastern part of the country containing the Panjshir Valley. Bazarak serves as the provincial capital. It is
currently controlled by the National Resistance Front of Afghanistan, and with Baghlan is one of two provinces
reportedly not controlled by the Taliban following the 2021 Taliban offensive.

‗Arrangements of Love‘ only Asian title selected at TIFF among 41 films picked across the world


‗Arrangements of Love‘, produced by Sunitha Tati of Telugu hit ―Oh! Baby‖ fame, has been selected in the
International Financing Forum (IFF) by ‗Ontario Creates‘ at the prestigious Toronto International Film
Festival 2021.



The English language international film is the sole Asian title among 41 films from across the world in the
IFF, which will be held virtually on September 13-14. Adapted from the acclaimed novelist Timeri N
Murari‘s bestselling novel, the film will be directed by Philip John, best known for his work on ―Outlander‖
and ―Downton Abbey‖.
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Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan confers AICTE- Visvesvaraya Best Teacher Award


Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan conferred AICTE- Visvesvaraya Best Teacher Award on
17 faculty members in Engineering and Technology at a function in New Delhi.



Three faculty members were awarded the AICTE-Dr. Pritam Singh Best Teacher Award in Management
Education. The Minister also conferred Chhatra Vishwakarma Award and Clean and Smart Campus
Award, 2020 to the selected institutions. The new National Education Policy is expected to revolutionize the
educational sector in India and lay the path for the next 25 years as per the Vision 2047 of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

Author Namita Gokhale honoured with 7th Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award at
virtual event


Writer Namita Gokhale has been chosen as the recipient of the seventh Yamin Hazarika Woman of
Substance Award. She was conferred upon the honour recently in a virtual ceremony.



Organised by a collective of women professionals from the year 2015, the annual award honours Yamin
Hazarika, the first woman from Northeast India to be selected for DANIPS, a federal police service that
administered Delhi and the Union Territories in 1977.

12-yr-old Mumbai boy wins 2021 International Young Eco-Hero award for project to save Powai
Lake


A 12-year-old environmental activist from Mumbai has been named as a 2021 International Young EcoHero in recognition of his efforts to solve tough environmental problems. Ayaan Shankta won the third
place in the 8-14 age category for his project Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake.



The Action for Nature, an NGO, based in San Francisco, hands out the awards annually to youngsters (816 age group) from across the globe for taking action to improve environment



Ayaan Shankta, a Class VIII student, has won the third prize in the climate change activist category for his
project ‗Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake‘ in Mumbai

Susanna Clarke wins Women‘s Prize for Fiction for fantasy novel ‗Piranesi‘


British writer Susanna Clarke won the prestigious Women‘s Prize for Fiction for her mind-tweaking
fantasy novel ‗Piranesi‘ - a book that chronic illness made her fear she would never get to write.



Clarke was awarded the 30,000 pound ($41,000) prize for her second novel, which was published 16 years
after her first, ‗Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell‘, became a global best-seller.

3 Indian villages nominated for UNWTO Award for rural tourism


Ladhpura Khas, a village in Madhya Pradesh‘s Niwari district, has been nominated in the ‗Best Tourism
Village‘ category for the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Award.



―The Union Ministry of Tourism has nominated Ladhpura Khas village near tourist town Orchha under
the Best Tourism Village category for the United Nations World Tourism Organization Award. Along with
this, two other villages have been nominated - (one each) from Meghalaya and Telangana,‖.



The ‗Rural Tourism Project‘ has been started in villages across the state, including in Ladhpura Khas, with
an objective of giving shape to the concept of village tourism by adding new dimensions.



Among these, suitable sites will be selected and developed around tourist places, including Orchha,
Khajuraho, Mandu, Sanchi, Pachmarhi, Tamia, Panna National Park, Bandhavgarh National Park, Sanjay
Dubri National Park, Pench and Kanha National Park, etc,‖.

Dharmendra Pradhan presents Kaushalacharya Awards 2021 to 41 skill trainers


Education and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said skill trainers have to play a crucial
role in realizing the vision of Prime Minister of making India, the skill capital of the world. Mr. Pradhan
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pitched for adopting a bottom-up approach with a focus on innovative ways to upskill trainers, and plan skill
development at the grassroots.


Mr. Pradhan virtually presented Kaushalacharya Awards 2021 to 41 skill trainers for their exemplary
contribution to the skill ecosystem. These 41 trainers are from several initiatives and training programmes of
Skill India- Directorate General of Training (DGT), Apprenticeship, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana
(PMKVY), Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS) and Entrepreneurship.

India to hold first Global Buddhist Conference in November; ICCR to give awards for Buddhist
studies


The Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) announced the first edition of the ‗Global Buddhist
Conference‘ and an institution of the first award in Buddhist Studies in November.



The conference‘s theme, ‗Buddhism in Literature‘, is an effort to take forward Prime Minister Narendra
Modi‘s vision on India‘s significance in giving the world Buddhism.



President of the Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) Dr Vinay Sahasrabudhem announced the
GBC as a bid to ―cement ties with those who are into Buddhism‖. Through ICCR‘s conferences, programs —
which is an autonomous body under the Ministry of External Affairs — India will connect with international
academia.

Prestigious ―Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar‖ award presented to National Mineral Development
Ltd


The highest and the most prestigious ―Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar‖ award was presented to National
Mineral Development Ltd. (NMDC), under Ministry of Steel during the Rajbhasha Diwas Samaroh in New
Delhi.



NMDC secured the third prize in the category of Undertakings situated in ―C‖ region for the year 2019-20.
Hindi Diwas Samaroh was presided over by Home Minister Amit Shah. NMDC has been winning this accolade
for the last three years in a row, which goes on to show its dedication towards the implementation of Hindi as
the Official Language.



Visakhapatnam Steel plant has been bestowed with the ‗Rajbhasha Keerti Puraskar‘-FIRST PRIZE for
effective implementation of Official Language Hindi for the year 2020-21. The award was given by Minister
of State for Home Affairs, Nityanand Rai on the occasion of National Hindi Day Celebrations in New Delhi.

Three Bangladeshi films selected for Busan International Film Festival


Three Bangladeshi films have been selected for the 26th Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) to be held
at Haeundae, Busan in South Korea from 6-15 October.



Rehana Maryam Noor directed by Abdullah Mohammad Saad, No Land‘s Man directed by Mostofa
Sarwar Farooki and Paayer Tolay Mati Nai (No Ground beneath the Feat) by Rabby Mridha have been
included in the section named ‗A Window on Asian Cinema‘ of the festival.



No Land‘s Man by Mostofa Sarwar Farooki has been nominated for the Kim Jiseok Award of the festival.



The BIFF commended the selection of three Bangladeshi films by saying that what stands out in the selection of
3 films is that Bangladesh till now was considered to be on the cinematic periphery.



The film Paayer Tolay Mati Nai stars Mostafa Monwar, Priyam Archi and Dipanita Martin. The film narrates
the life story of an ordinary man who walks through conflicts in his life involving work, family and
morality.



Rehana Maryam Noor revolves around the life of a teacher at a medical college played by popular
Bangladesh actor Azmeri Haque Badhan.



This film was chosen for Bangladesh‘s maiden entry in the ‗Un Certain Regard‘ section of this year‘s
Cannes Film Festival in France. It has also been shown at the Melbourne Film Festival earlier.

MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 87

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021


No Land‘s Man stars Indian actor Nawazuddin Siddiqui along with popular Bangladeshi singer-actor
Tashan Rahman Khan. It is a story of social discrimination in the name of race, religion and nationality.
Renowned Indian music composer A R Rahman has given music for this film.



Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) is one of the most prestigious film festivals of Asia. Started in
1996, it focusses on new films and first time directors, especially from Asian countries.

Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 Winners: 5 Winners Announced


Ramon Magsaysay Award 2021 awardees have been announced, the winners will be formally awarded the
Magsaysay Award during the November 28 event at the Ramon Magsaysay Centre in Manila. Among the
awardees is Dr Firdousi Qadri of Bangladesh and Muhammad Amjad Saqib of Pakistan, as well as
Philippine fisheries and community environmentalist Roberto Ballon, American citizen Steven Munsi, who
works for humanitarian work and help refugees, and Indonesian WatchDoc for investigative journalism.



The Ramon Magsaysay Award is an annual award, which is also known as Asia‘s Nobel Prize. The award
was cancelled last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Manila-based foundation had issued a statement
saying that it had no choice but to cancel the 2020 awards with COVID-19 almost immobilizing the world.



Ramon Magsaysay Awards 2021 will be conferred to five people who have made selfless and extraordinary
contributions to the eradication of poverty and the development of the society in Asia. The awards will be
conferred on November 28th.



Indian journalist Ravish Kumar was among the five recipients of Ramon Magsaysay Award 2019 for
―harnessing journalism to give voice to the voiceless‖. He was recognised for his real-life reporting of
problems of ordinary people during his prime time programme.



Other prominent Indians who have won the Ramon Magsaysay Award in the past include Arvind Kejriwal
(2006), Kiran Bedi, Jayaprakash Narayan (1965), T. M. Krishna (2016), Jayaprakash Narayan (1965),
Baba Amte (1985), Vinoba Bhave (1958), Verghese Kurien (1963), Manna Dey (1966), Satyajit Ray (1967),
R. K. Laxman (1984) and Mother Teresa (1962).

Ramon Magsaysay Award was established in 1957 as an annual award in memory of the third president of the
Philippines, Ramon Magsaysay. The award is conferred every year to honour individuals and organizations in
Asia who transform lives and societies by manifesting selfless service. The award was established by the trustees
of the Rockefeller Brothers Fund based in New York City with the concurrence of the Philippine government.
The award aims to perpetuate former Philippine President Ramon Magsaysay‘s example of integrity in
governance, courageous service to the people, and pragmatic idealism within a democratic society. The annual
award is presented every year on August 31st, on the birth anniversary of Magsaysay.

Bangladeshi Fairooz Faizah Beether gets 2021 Changemaker Award


Fairooz Faizah Beether of Bangladesh has been chosen for the 2021 Changemaker Award for her work
promoting good health and well-being by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.



The Award celebrates an individual who has inspired change using personal experience or from a position
of leadership. Fairooz Faizah is co-founder of Moner School which is an anonymous online platform active in
the field of mental health.



It works with youth to educate them about the importance of mental health care through training,
workshops, and a 24/7 online mental health first aid service in Bangladesh.



The Changemaker Award is part of the Goalkeepers Global Goals award instituted by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation to accelerate progress towards attaining the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
of the UN.



Former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive director of UN Women, Phumzile MlamboNgcuka, has been chosen as the winner of the 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award for her ‗unwavering global
leadership on gender equality and continued advocacy to address the COVID pandemic‘s disproportionate
impact on women and girls‘.
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The Goalkeepers is the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation‘s campaign to accelerate progress towards the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) announced by the UN in 2015 to achieve the objectives of ending
poverty, fighting inequality and injustice and fixing climate change.

President Shri Ram Nath Kovind gives away National Florence Nightingale Award 2020 to
Brigadier S V Saraswati


Deputy Director General of Military Nursing Service Brig S V Saraswati has been bestowed with the
National Florence Nightingale Award 2020. President Shri Ram Nath Kovind conferred the award in a virtual
ceremony for her immense contribution to the MNS as nurse administrator.



National Florence Nightingale Award is the highest national distinction a nurse can achieve for selfless
devotion and exceptional professionalism. Brig Saraswati hails from Chittoor district of Andhra Pradesh
and was commissioned in to the MNS on December 28, 1983. She has served in the MNS for more than three
and half decades, especially in perioperative nursing.



As a renowned operation theatre nurse, she has assisted in more than 3,000 lifesaving and emergency
surgeries and has trained residents, operation room nursing trainees and auxiliary staff in her career. She has
prepared patient teaching materials and improvised drape kits and suture packing for cardiac surgeries.

President Ram Nath Kovind confers National Service Scheme Awards for 2019-20


President Ram Nath Kovind conferred the National Service Scheme Awards for 2019-20 from Rashtrapati
Bhawan through virtual mode. Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs and Sports Nisith Pramanik attended the ceremony from Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in New Delhi.



The NSS awards was given to 42 awardees in three different categories like University/ +2 Councils, NSS
Units and their Programme Officers and NSS volunteers.



Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Department of Youth Affairs confers every year the National Service
Scheme awards to recognise and reward outstanding contributions towards voluntary community service
made by the Universities/Colleges, (+2) Councils, Senior Secondary, NSS Units/ Programme Officers and NSS
volunteers, with a view to further promote NSS in the country.



Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports in an official statement said that NSS is a Centrally Sector Scheme
that was launched in the year 1969 with the primary objective of developing the personality and character of the
student youth through voluntary community service. The ideological orientation of the NSS is inspired by the
ideals of Mahatma Gandhi.

PM Sheikh Hasina conferred award for Bangladesh‘s steady progress in achieving UN SDGs


Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been conferred with SDG Progress award for Bangladesh‘s steady
progress in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the UN sponsored Sustainable
Development Solutions Network (SDSN).



Prime Minister Hasina is currently visiting the US to attend the 76 th session of the United Nations General
Assembly (UNGA). The SDSN was set up in 2012 under the auspices of the UN Secretary General. Led by
development economist Jeoffery Sachs, the SDSN seeks to mobilize global scientific and technological
expertise to promote practical solutions for sustainable development.

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka bags 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award


Former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive director of UN Women, Phumzile MlamboNgcuka, has been named this year‘s recipient of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 2021 Global
Goalkeeper Award. The award recognises a leader who has driven progress on a global scale toward achieving
the sustainable development goals (SDGs).
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Payal Kapadia‘s documentary, ‗A Night of Knowing Nothing‘, bags Amplify Voices Award at
TIFF


Indian filmmaker Payal Kapadia‘s documentary ―A Night of Knowing Nothing‖ has won the Amplify
Voices Award at the Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF).



The documentary, which had also won the Oeil d‘or (Golden Eye) award at the Cannes Film Festival in
July, had its international premiere in the Wavelengths Features segment of TIFF.

Ruskin Bond, Vinod Kumar Shukla and six others named for Sahitya Akademi Fellowship


Eminent English author Ruskin Bond, Hindi writer Vinod Kumar Shukla and six others were selected for
the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship. The others who received the Fellowship are Sirshendu Mukhopadhyay
(Bengali), M Leelavathy (Malayalam), Dr. Bhalchandra Nemade (Marathi), Dr Tejwant Singh Gill (Punjabi),
Swami Rambhadracharya (Sanskrit), Indira Parthasarthy (Tamil).



Bond, who has written over 300 short stories, essays and novels and more than 30 books for children besides
several other works, is the recipient of Sahitya Akademi Award, Sahitya Akademi‘s Bal Sahitya Puraskar,
Padma Shri and Padma Bhushan among other prestigious awards.
------------------
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PERSONS IN NEWS
Ladakh based engineer first Indian to be inducted as Honorary Member of the International
Astronomical Union


A Ladakh-based engineer has become the only Indian Honorary Member of the International Astronomical
Union, along with ten others from around the world, joining a select list of 20 international experts.



Dorje Angchuk of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, an autonomous institute of the Department of
Science & Technology (DST), Govt. of India, is also the first Indian to bag the position in the prestigious
body.



This honour is meant to officially recognise those individuals who have significantly contributed to the
progress of astronomical research and culture in their country.



This recognition by the International Astronomical Union is for ‗his passionate promotion of astronomy in the
Ladakh region, through his excellent astrophotography‘. Angchuk is the Engineer in charge of the IIA‘s
Indian Astronomical Observatory in Hanle, Ladakh. But his involvement in astronomy is much more than
that.

Amitabh Bachchan 1st Indian star to roll out NFT collection


Amitabh Bachchan has launched his own NFTs (Non-fungible tokens), becoming the first Indian actor to
do so at a time when the world is warming up to digital assets. These NFTs will be a collection of unique and
limited artworks themed around Amitabh Bachchan and his life.



The NFTs up for grabs will include the mega star‘s recital of poems from Madhushala, the renowned collection of
poems by his father Harivansh Rai Bachchan. He will also share anecdotes from his much-celebrated career.
Amitabh Bachchan will roll out his NFT collection on the BeyondLife.club platform.



In simple terms, NFTs are digital assets, backed by blockchain technology, representing things such as art,
collectibles such as photos, videos and music, or even real estate. These assets are non-fungible, which means
each token is unique and one cannot get a like-for-like replacement when they are traded.

Virat Kohli became the first Indian to cross the 150 million followers‘ landmark on Instagram.


In the overall list, Kohli is the fourth sporting celebrity to reach the 150 million mark on the photoblogging platform. Ronaldo tops the chart with 337 million followers, while Lionel Messi and Brazil‘s
Neymar stand second and third in the list with 260 million, 160 million followers respectively. Kohli had
earlier become the first Asian to reach 75 million followers on Instagram.

Prime Minister to release commemorative coin in honour of Iskcon founder


Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the year-long 125th birth anniversary celebrations of Iskcon
founder Srila Prabhupada on September 1 and release a commemorative silver coin of Rs 125 value in his
honour.

Sonu Sood is the brand ambassador of Delhi govt‘s ‗Desh ka mentors‘ programme


Bollywood actor Sonu Sood met Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal in the national capital. Kejriwal
confirmed that Sonu Sood agreed to become the brand ambassador of Delhi govt‘s ‗Desh Ke Mentors‘
program which will be launched soon.

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla to Chair UN Security Council meeting


Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla Chaired the UN Security Council meeting on the situation in
the Middle East, including the Palestinian question. India currently holds the rotating presidency of the
United Nations Security Council for the month of August. The Foreign Secretary will attend events relating to
the wrap up session of India‘s UNSC Presidency.
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PM Narendra Modi adjudged most popular world leader with 70 percent approval rating


Prime Minister Narendra Modi has topped a global approval rating leaving behind all contemporary
Heads of State and Heads of Government.



According to a survey conducted among all adults, Mr Modi received a stellar approval rating of 70 per cent,
while Mexico President Andrés Manuel López Obrador was second with 64 per cent and Italy Prime
Minister Mario Draghi was number three with 63 per cent.



German Chancellor Angela Merkel ranks 4th with 52 per cent and US president Joe Biden is at number 5
with 48 per cent. The Morning Consult, an American data intelligence firm, tracks the approval rating for
governmental leaders in Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, India, Italy, Japan, Mexico, South Korea,
Spain, the United Kingdom and the United States. As per the intelligence firm, its ratings are based on a sevenday moving average of adult residents in each country.

Hament Dhanji SC appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court of NSW


Leading Sydney barrister Hament Dhanji SC has been appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court of NSW.
Mr Dhanji has become the first Australian of Indian descent to serve on the NSW Supreme Court bench,
having been admitted as a legal practitioner in 1990. He was called to the Bar in 1997 and took silk in 2010.

Prativa Mohapatra becomes the first woman to lead Adobe India


Adobe Inc. has appointed Prativa Mohapatra as vice president and managing director for Adobe India,
making her the first woman to lead the global software maker‘s operations in the country.

Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya resigns from the Post


Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya has resigned from the Post. Mrs. Maurya sent her resignation
to President. She was sworn in as the Governor of Uttarakhand on August 26, 2018.

ACC proposes Pawan Goenka as chairperson of In-SPACe


Former managing director of Mahindra & Mahindra Pawan Kumar Goenka has been proposed as the
chairperson of Indian National Space Promotion Authorization Centre (In-Space), the regulator for India‘s
space industry



The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet approved the proposal of appointment on September 7,
according to a notification. The Department of Space has to finalise the appointment.

Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura takes charge as Chairman, National Commission for Minorities


Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura took charge as the Chairman, National Commission for Minorities in the
presence of Minority Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in New Delhi.



The Union Government set up the National Commission for Minorities (NCM) under the National
Commission for Minorities Act, 1992. Six religious communities, viz; Muslims, Christians, Sikhs,
Buddhists, Zoroastrians (Parsis) and Jains have been notified in Gazette of India as minority communities
by the Union Government all over India. Original notification of 1993 was for five religious communities;
Sikhs, Buddhists, Parsis, Christians and Muslims, later in 2014, Jains community was also added.

Tim Cook, Elon Musk among TIME Magazine‘s 100 most influential techies of 2021


Tech honchos like Apple CEO Tim Cook and Tesla CEO Elon Musk are among the list of the 100 Most
Influential People of 2021 according to TIME‘s newly published rankings. Cook‘s inclusion comes a day
after Apple revealed the iPhone 13 series, Apple Watch Series 7 and upgraded iPads during a virtual event,
reports CNET.



In Time‘s profile, Nike co-founder Phil Knight praised Cook‘s ―character, compassion and courage‖. He
also noted that ―Apple stock has gone up 1,000 per cent, making it the most valuable company in the world‖
during Cook‘s decade as CEO.
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Retired Lt. General Gurmeet Singh sworn in as new Governor of Uttarakhand


Retired Lt. General Gurmeet Singh is the new Governor of Uttarakhand. Chief Justice of Nainital High
Court Justice Raghavendra Singh Chauhan administered the oath to Retired Lt. General Gurmeet Singh.
He is 8th Governor of the State.

Government of India decides to appoint Air Marshal V R Chaudhari as next Chief of IAF


Government has decided to appoint Air Marshal Vivek Ram Chaudhari, presently Vice Chief of Air Staff, as
the next Chief of the Indian Air Force.



Air Marshal V R Chaudhari was commissioned into the Fighter stream of Indian Air Force on 29 th
December 1982 and has held various Command, Staff and Instructional Appointments at various levels including
the present one as Vice Chief of Air Staff. Air Marshal Chaudhari is decorated with Param Vishisht Seva
Medal, Ati Vishisht Seva Medal and Vayu Sena Medal.

The Chief of the Air Staff is the head of military staff of the Indian Air Force. The CAS is the leader of the
governing body of the Air Force, and is usually the highest ranking officer of the Air Force unless the Chief of Defence
Staff of the Indian Armed Forces is taken as an officer of the aerial branch of the armed forces. The position is
abbreviated as CAS in the Indian Air Force cables and communication, and is always held by a full Air Chief
Marshal since 1966. The chief is directly responsible for leading the Indian Air Force as the chief military
adviser on aerial affairs. They are responsible for coordinating and chairing the military air staff of the Air force
and ultimately are subject to the Chief of Defence and the government of India. The current CAS is Air Chief
Marshal Rakesh Kumar Singh Bhadauria who took office on 30 September 2019, following the retirement of
Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa. Bhadauria will be succeeded by Vivek Ram Chaudhari after 30
September 2021.

For the first time ever, BRO appoints woman Army officer as in-charge of road construction unit


The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) has appointed a woman Army officer for the first as the Officer
Commanding of its 75 road construction company (RCC) in Uttarakhand.



The three platoon commanders under Major Aaina, Captain Anjana, AEE (Civ) Bhawana Joshi and AEE
(Civ) Vishnumaya K became the first women RCC.

The Border Roads Organisation (BRO) is a road construction executive force in India that provides support to and
is a part of the Indian Armed Forces. BRO develops and maintains road networks in India‘s border areas and
friendly neighboring countries. This includes infrastructure operations in 19 states and three union territories
(including Andaman and Nicobar Islands) and neighboring countries such as Afghanistan, Bhutan, Myanmar,
Tajikistan and Sri Lanka. Lt Gen Rajeev Chaudhry is the current Director General of Border Roads (DGBR).

Debabrata Mukherjee elected chairman of Audit Bureau of Circulations


Debabrata Mukherjee, who is currently serving as Chief Marketing Officer at the United Breweries Group,
has been elected as the chairman of Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the year 2021-2022 the nonprofit circulation-auditing organisation.



He was a part of the Audit Bureau of Circulations, Council of Management, since 2011 and also served as
Chairman of the Council. Debabrata was awarded the ―Beverage Marketer of the Year‖ award by the
International Advertising Association (IAA) in the FMCG beverages category and is a management
committee member of the prestigious Mumbai Ad Club.

Ex-UN Envoy Syed Akbaruddin set to release his first book ‗India Vs UK‘


Syed Akbaruddin announced the release date of his first book, ‗India vs UK: The Story of an
Unprecedented Diplomatic Win‘. The book aims to tell all about India and UK relations, from the 1857
revolt to rivalry on the cricket pitch.
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Former UK PM Gordon Brown now WHO ambassador for global health financing


The World Health Organization (WHO) September 20, 2021, announced the appointment of Gordon
Brown, former Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, as its ambassador for Global Health Financing.
Brown, according to the WHO, has played an instrumental role in trying to get rich countries as well as the
private sector to ensure equitable distribution of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) vaccines.

Geeta Samota, CISF official, scripts history to become ‗fastest Indian‘ to summit 2 peaks


Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) officer Geeta Samota created history as she became the ―fastest
Indian‖ to summit two peaks located in Africa and Russia.



The 31-year-old successfully climbed Mount Kilimanjaro, the highest peak in Africa, which is 5,895 meters
(19,341 ft) above sea level. Earlier this month, Geeta scaled another highest peak situated in Europe – Mount
Elbrus in Russia.

India‘s Shefali Juneja elected as first woman chairperson of ICAO Aviation Security Committee


India‘s Shefali Juneja has been elected as the first woman Chairperson of the International Civil Aviation
Organization (ICAO) Aviation Security Committee. India has taken up the responsibility of the ICAO
Aviation Security Committee after a gap of 12 years.

Pune team scales Mt Manda in Himalaya, becomes first from India to succeed on difficult route


Climbers from Pune have scaled the 6,510-metre peak Mt Manda-I in Himalaya by a route that is
considered highly difficult. The team of ‗Giripremi‘, a mountaineering club, achieved the feat and became the
first from India to summit the peak from the North Ridge, he said.



Globally, it was only the second successful ascent by this route, said club member and the expedition‘s mentor
Umesh Zirpe. A Japanese team had succeeded in reaching the top by this route earlier.
------------------
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MISCELLANEOUS
Himachal Pradesh becomes first state to administer first dose of Corona vaccine


Himachal Pradesh has achieved a unique distinction of achieving cent percent target of first dose of Covid19 vaccination above the age of 18 years. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has congratulated the State
Government and has agreed to virtually address the people of the State on 6 th of September

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a contagious disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first case was identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. It has since
spread worldwide, leading to an ongoing pandemic. WHO first learned of this new virus on 31 December 2019,
following a report of a cluster of cases of ‗viral pneumonia‘ in Wuhan, People‘s Republic of China. The most
common symptoms of COVID-19 are, Fever, Dry cough and Fatigue. The standard diagnosis method is by realtime reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) from a nasopharyngeal swab. In India, the first
case was reported in Kerala.

Guwahati: Sarbananda Sonowal announces Skill Institute on Marine Studies


Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal announced the setting up of a
Skill Institute on Marine Studies at Guwahati in Assam under Indian Maritime University, Chennai.
Sonowal unveiled his strategies to boost inland waterways in Assam for a rejuvenated economy and trade
resurgence for the Northeast India.

24x7 Mental Health Helpline ‗SUKOON‘ inaugurated at SDRF Headquarters, Jammu


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Commandant General, Home Gaurds and SDRF, V.K
Singh and Principal Government Medical College, Jammu, Dr. Shashi Sudan inaugurated SUKOON, a
24x7 Mental Health Helpline at SDRF Headquarters, Jammu.

Assam govt inks MOU with Microfinance Institutions for implementation of Assam Micro
Finance Incentive & Relief Scheme 2021


With a view to provide succour to poor women borrowers who are not able to return the loan amount of
Micro Finance Institutions (MFIs), the Assam government signed an MOU with Microfinance Institutions
for implementation of Assam Micro Finance Incentive and Relief Scheme 2021 in Guwahati. Altogether 38
MFIs and banks signed the MoU with the state government, which will remain in force till 31st March, 2023.

LG RK Mathur inaugurates 2-Day Ladakh Nomadic Festival at Korzok Phu


Ladakh Lieutenant Governor RK Mathur inaugurated a 2-Day Ladakh Nomadic Festival at Korzok Phu,
Changthang region of eastern Ladakh.



The festival is organised by Ladakh Cultural Academy in collaboration with Ladakh Tourism Department,
aims to bring the distinctive culture of Changthang region on the tourism map of Ladakh.

Indian Nutritional Week


In India, the National Nutrition Week is observed every year from September 1 to September 7 to raise
public awareness about nutrition and healthy eating habits. The week is observed to make people understand
the importance of nutritional and adaptive eating habits so that they can maintain a healthy lifestyle .



In the year 1982 National Nutrition week celebration was started by the Central Government in India. The
campaign was started to spread awareness and encourage people as a society to understand the importance of
nutrition and adopt a healthy, sustainable lifestyle. We all know that malnutrition is one of the main hurdles in
the overall development of the country which is necessary to overcome it and curb it National Nutrition Week
is celebrated. The theme for National Nutrition Week 2021 is ―Feeding smart right from start‖.
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Times World University Rankings: Punjab University figures among top 10


The Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2022 has been announced. The University
of Oxford is at the top of the list, followed by California Institute of Technology and Harvard University at
the second and third positions, respectively. The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is placed
between the 301-350 position. Incidentally, it is also the only university in the top 350 rankings.

Sardar Patel University becomes Gujarat‘s first accredited green varsity


One of the greenest districts of Gujarat is now also home to state‘s first green university. Vallabh
Vidyanagar-based Sardar Patel University (SPU) in Anand district has been accredited as the first green
university of Gujarat with platinum ranking.



The ranking has been granted by Green Mentors, a United Nations General Assembly‘s award-winning
recognized institute for global green schooling and green university concepts.

Agriculture Minister visits Indian International Trade Saffron Spice Park in Kashmir


Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, Narendra Singh Tomar accompanied by Minister of
State (MoS) for Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Kailash Choudhary and Minister of State (MoS) for
Agriculture Sushri Shobha Karandlaje visited Indian International Trade Saffron Spice Park at Pampore
in south Kashmir‘s Pulwama district and inspected various departments of the processing unit.

India‘s 1st emergency landing strip on highway inaugurated in Barmer


Union ministers Rajnath Singh and Nitin Gadkari inaugurated an emergency landing strip at Gandhav
Bhakasar section on National Highway-925 in Barmer, Rajasthan for Indian Air Force (IAF) planes. An
IAF plane, carrying the two ministers, will conduct a mock emergency landing on the national highway. Singh,
the Union defence minister, will also visit Jaisalmer where he will interact with IAF personnel.

President Kovind lays foundation stone for National Law University in Allahabad


President Ram Nath Kovind said that Central and State governments are working with Judiciary for a better
judicial system in the country. President was speaking at the function of foundation stones laying for Uttar
Pradesh National Law University and new building complex of Allahabad High Court in Prayagraj. The
proposed law University should be named after the first president of india Dr Rajendra Prasad.

Prez Kovind presents President‘s Colour to Indian Naval Aviation at INS Hansa in Goa


President and the Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces, Ram Nath Kovind presented the President‘s
Colour to Indian Naval Aviation at INS Hansa, Goa.



The President‘s Colour is bestowed on a military unit, in recognition of exceptional service rendered to the
Nation, both in peace and in war. Naval Aviation has distinguished itself with notable and gallant service to our
Nation over the past seven decades.

Archeological Museum of Artefacts on existence of Ancient Tamils will be set-up at Tirunelveli


Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin announced that an Archeological Museum of Artefacts on the
existence of Ancient Tamils will be set-up at Tirunelveli.



In a suo moto statement, the Chief Minister said that the archaeological findings from the sites at Keezhadi,
Adhichanallur, Sivakalai, Korkai, Kodumunal, Mayiladumparai and Gangai Konda Cholapuram in the state will
form a part of the museum. The Chief Minister said that the artefacts dated back to 1155 years B.C.

High-level India-Russia Inter-Governmental Consultation on Afghanistan held in New Delhi


Russian National Security Advisor, General Nikolay Patrushev and his Indian counterpart Ajit Doval held
high level consultations on Afghanistan in New Delhi. Later, the visiting Russian NSA also called on External
Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar.
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Dr Jaishankar said, very useful discussions were held on Afghanistan. The Russian NSA also met Prime
Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi this evening. Mr Modi said that the visit of General Patrushev allowed
useful discussions between both sides on important regional developments.



External Affairs Ministry said, Secretary Patrushev briefed Prime Minister on his fruitful exchanges with NSA
Ajit Doval and External Affairs Minister Dr S Jaishankar. Russia‘s strong commitment to further deepen its
Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership with India.

Aparna Sen-directorial ‗The Rapist‘ will have the world premiere at 26th Busan International
Film Festival


National Award-winning director Aparna Sen‘s film ―The Rapist‖, starring Konkona Sen Sharma, Arjun
Rampal and Tanmay Dhanania, is set to have its world premiere at the 26th Busan International Film
Festival (BIFF).



The film, produced by Applause Entertainment in association with Quest Films Pvt. Ltd, is part of the ‗A
Window on Asian Cinema‘ section of the festival and is nominated for the prestigious Kim Jiseok Award. ―The
Rapist‖ chronicles the journey of three protagonists and how their lives get entwined because of one horrific
incident.

Special train named Modi train launched from suburban Dadar station to run to Konkan region
for Ganesh festival


The Union Minister of State for Railways, Raosaheb Danve has said that a special train named Modi train
was launched from suburban Dadar station to run to Konkan region for Ganesh festival on September 7.
The special eight air conditioned trains service will be between Mumbai and Kudal in Sindhudurg district.

Kuvera ties up with Amazon Pay India for wealth management services


Investment platform Kuvera.in has tied up with Amazon Pay India to provide its wealth management
services to Amazon Pay‘s users. To begin with investments into mutual funds and fixed deposits will be made
available.

LS Speaker Om Birla reaches Vienna to attend 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament


Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla reached Vienna to attend 5 th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament by
the Austrian Parliament, Inter-Parliamentary Union and the United Nations. The World Conference of Speakers
of Parliament is held regularly every five years with the goal to reinforce the Parliamentary dimension of
global governance.

Varanasi-Chunar cruise service begins to boost tourism


Adding a new dimension to the tourism facilities in Varanasi, the cruise service in Ganga river from
Varanasi to historic Chunar fort in Mirzapur. Tourists travelling to Varanasi will now get a chance to travel
around 30 km long journey in River Ganga. They can now hop onto the day-long luxury cruise ride which
starts at around 9 a.m. in the morning from Ravidas ghat and after reaching at Chunar fort it comes back to
Varanasi in the evening around 5 p.m. state government is planning to extend this journey till Sangam in
Prayagraj.

Govt launches countrywide free telemedicine consultation cum drugs facility


Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launched countrywide free Telemedicine Consultation cum drugs facility
on the occasion of birthday of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.



The Minister also announced that ―JIGYASA‖, a student-scientist connect programme of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, will be extended to cover schools in over 700 districts of India within one year. The
programme jointly executed with Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan is currently operational in 170 districts of
the country.
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J&K LG Manoj Sinha joins youth in event titled ―Pedal for Peace‖ in Srinagar


J&K LG Manoj Sinha joins youth in event titled ―Pedal for Peace‖ in Srinagar. During the Award
Ceremony at the Police Golf Course, the Lieutenant Governor remarked that Sports can unite people, create hope
for a better tomorrow and a brighter future.



Around 1000 cyclists, including professionals, participated in the seven different categories of the ―Pedal for
Peace‖ event, organized by the Jammu Kashmir Police. The participants cycled with great enthusiasm, passing
through various picturesque locations of the Srinagar city.

J&K LG launches Senior Citizens National Helpline ―Elderline‖ 14567


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched the Senior
Citizens National Helpline ―Elderline‖-14567 in J&K, at Raj Bhavan, Jammu.



The LG observed that ElderLine will serve as a vital support system to comfort the distressed elderly
through a dedicated Decentralized Call Center, extending emotional care and support, health services, and
other aids to needy senior citizens. This toll-free helpline will fill a crucial gap in the institutionalized Eldercare
Ecosystem in the UT.

Prasar Bharati & Sansad TV ink MoU for uplink of ‗Sansad TV‘ in HDTV format


Public Broadcaster- Prasar Bharati and ‗Sansad TV‘ which a division of Parliament of India, have entered
into a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for uplink of ‗Sansad TV‘ in HDTV format free of cost in
exchange of archival content of LSTV and RSTV.



Prasar Bharati will also carry Sansad TV-SD in its DD Free Dish Platform. It has now been decided to
merge Lok Sabah TV and Rajya Sabah TV channels and rechristen the merged entity as ‗Sansad TV‘, which
will be telecast in both HDTV and SDTV formats as Sansad TV-HD and Sansad TV-SD.

Dr Jitendra Singh calls for greater Indo-US cooperation in the field of clean, green energy


Science and Technology Minister Dr Jitendra Singh called for greater Indo-US cooperation in the field of
clean and green energy. India‘s commitment to promote the Nuclear programme for providing not only a major
source of clean energy but also as a major tool of application in areas like healthcare and agriculture sector.



The Minister informed the delegation that in the next ten years, India will produce more than three times
nuclear power and it is expected to reach 22 thousand 480 MegaWatt by the year 2031.

PM Modi laid foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University in Aligarh


Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University
in Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh. The university is being established by the State government in the memory and
honour of the great freedom fighter, educationist and social reformer Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh.



It will provide affiliation to 395 colleges of the Aligarh Division. The Prime Minister also visited the exhibition
models of Aligarh Node of Uttar Pradesh Defence Industrial Corridor and Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State
University. A total of six nodes - Aligarh, Agra, Kanpur, Chitrakoot, Jhansi and Lucknow have been planned in
the Defence Industrial Corridor. In the Aligarh Node, land allocation process has been completed and land has
been allotted to 19 firms, who will invest Rs. 1,245 crore in the Node. This Corridor in Uttar Pradesh will
help in making the country self-reliant in the field of Defence production and promoting Make in India.

Ernakulam becomes first district in India to introduce digital wireless network in Motor Vehicles
Department


Ernakulam has become the first district in India to initiate communication in the Motor Vehicles
Department (MVD) through a digital wireless network, with Transport Minister Antony Raju commissioning the
service.



The communication mode will henceforth network 12 RTO and sub-RTO offices and 34 enforcement
vehicles of the MVD in the district. It would be extended to Palakkad and Alappuzha districts in the next phase,
said Mr. Raju. The system is part of the 100-day action plan of the State government.
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Tamil Nadu govt to set up new Police Commission


Tamil Nadu Government will set up a new Police Commision to get to know the demands and needs of
cops. Chief Minister M. K. Stalin said, a Police Commission will be constituted again to recommend ways to
strengthen the relationship between police and public, necessary schemes and new training programs for police
personnel.

Two-day conference of Tourism & Culture Ministers of North Eastern states begins in Guwahati


A two-day conference of the Tourism and Culture Ministers of the North Eastern states has begun in
Guwahati. Union Tourism and Culture Minister G. Kishan Reddy said that the tourism sector has the
potential of being a game changer for the North East.



Mr. Reddy hoped that people of North Eastern states would directly benefit from the tourism sector through its
various initiatives. He said, the conference is a great opportunity to showcase the potential of tourism in the
region and emphasised to build confidence among the tourists in the wake of COVID situation.

I&B ministry launches account on Telegram for fact-checking


The Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry launched its account on social media platform
Telegram to counter fake news. It was launched as ‗PIB Fact Check‘, which is one of the few government
entities to have a telegram channel, and aims to verify information related to the Centre and disseminate to its
subscribers.

Amritsar 1st in North India to have visitors‘ info system


Amritsar has become the first city in the northern region to implement City Visitor Information and
Record Management System (CVIRMS) under a pilot project which would not only alert the Police Department
about nefarious elements entering the city, but also act as a deterrent.



Though the system has been operational in many South Indian states, it is for the first time that it is being
implemented in a city in North India.

Nagaland‘s first Software Technology Park of India inaugurated


Union Minister of State for Entrepreneurship, Skill Development, Electronics & Technology Rajeev
Chandrasekhar went on a two day visit to Nagaland. On his arrival, the Minister inaugurated the Software
Technology Parks of India Centre at Kohima and distribute the Kaushal Acharya Award and thereafter an
inspection visit to ITI Kohima.

First edition of Himalayan Film Festival will begin from September 24 in Ladakh


The first edition of the Himalayan Film Festival begins in the Leh, capital city of Ladakh from September
24. Union Minister for Information and Broadcasting, Youth Affairs and Sports Anurag Singh Thakur was the
chief guest at the event.



The five-days-long film festival, which is being organised by the administration of union territory of
Ladakh in collaboration with the Directorate of Film Festivals (DIFF) and Ministry of Information and
Broadcasting, concluded on September 28.

IIT Bombay stands among top 22 % in 2022 QS Graduate Employability Rankings


Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay stands among top 22 per cent in the 2022 QS Graduate
Employability Rankings.



As per the release, in last one year, IIT Bombay has moved up in the range from 111-120 to 101-110 rankings
in QS Graduate Employability Rankings 2022. On employer reputation indicator, with a score of 73.9, IIT,
Bombay ranked at 70th place globally.

Nitin Gadkari reviews Mumbai-Delhi expressway progress


Union minister for road transport and highways, Nitin Gadkari, concluded a 2-day aerial survey of a
mammoth project - an expressway connecting India‘s political capital with the financial one.
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The BJP leader called it the world‘s first such expressway which would cut travel time between Delhi and
Mumbai from 48 hours to 12 hours.

Prasar Bharati CEO Shashi Shekhar Vempati launches e-Office Hindi portal


Prasar Bharati Chief Exective Officer Shashi Shekhar Vempati launched e-Office Hindi portal at a
function in New Delhi for the benefit of the staff for their use in the daily routine work.

Uttar Pradesh to set up ‗Electronic Park‘ near Noida


After Toy Park, Film City, Medical Device Park and Leather Park, the Uttar Pradesh government is
gearing up to develop an ‗Electronic Park‘ for electronic devices and accessories along the Yamuna
Expressway near Noida. ―The park is likely to be developed in an area of 250 acres either in Sector 14 or Sector
10 of the YEIDA near Jewar Airport,‖.

Government to launch a month-long nationwide Clean India Drive to clean waste from Oct 1


The Government will launch a month-long nationwide Clean India Drive to clean waste, mainly single-use
plastic from 1st October to 31st October this year.



Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Anurag Thakur has said that it is our resolve to create a plastic-free India, an
India of Gandhiji‘s dreams and as per the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in which Swachchta occupies
the topmost priority. The Minister has urged everybody to join the drive with fervor and help achieve the
goal of Sankalp Se Siddhi.



Mr. Thakur said, it will be the largest cleanliness drive of the world in which more than 75 lakh tonnes of
waste, primarily plastic waste, from different parts of the country will be collected and further processed in
a Waste to Wealth model. He said, the drive aims to propagate the mantra of Clean India: Safe India.
------------------
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Small Industry Day


India observes National Small Industry Day on August 30, every year to commemorate the contribution of
small-scale industry to the country‘s growth. The day is marked to promote and support enterprises in the small
scale industry for growth and setting up new businesses to generate employment opportunities.

International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, 30 August


On 21 December 2010, by its resolution the UN General Assembly expressed its deep concern about the
increase in enforced or involuntary disappearances in various regions of the world, including arrest,
detention and abduction, when these are part of or amount to enforced disappearances, and by the growing
number of reports concerning harassment, ill-treatment and intimidation of witnesses of disappearances or
relatives of persons who have disappeared.



By the same resolution the Assembly welcomed the adoption of the International Convention for the Protection of
All Persons from Enforced Disappearance, and decided to declare 30 August the International Day of the
Victims of Enforced Disappearances, to be observed beginning in 2011.

International Day of Charity


The International Day of Charity is an international day observed annually on 5 September. It was declared
by the United Nations General Assembly in 2012.

International Day of Clean Air for blue skies on 7 September


The 2021 theme for the International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is ―Healthy Air, Healthy Planet‖
which emphasizes the health aspects of air pollution, especially considering the COVID-19 pandemic.



This year‘s focus is on prioritizing the need for healthy air for all, while keeping the conversation broad
enough to encompass other critical issues such as climate change, human and planetary health as well as the
Sustainable Development Goals. The day serves as a rallying call to action to align our efforts and claim our
right to clean air.



The occasion, to be held on September 7, was established by UN resolution in 2019 at the 74th session of the
United Nations General Assembly, where UNEP was asked to facilitate all events moving forward. The first
event, with the theme ―Clean Air for All,‖ was held on September 7, 2020.

International Literacy Day 8 September


The 8th of September was proclaimed International Literacy Day by UNESCO in 1966 to remind the
international community of the importance of literacy for individuals, communities and societies, and the need for
intensified efforts towards more literate societies. The issue of literacy is a key component of the UN‘s
Sustainable Development Goals and the UN‘s 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



International Literacy Day (ILD) 2021 will be celebrated under the theme ―Literacy for a human-centered
recovery: Narrowing the digital divide‖.

International Day to Protect Education from Attack, 9 September


The International Day to Protect Education from Attack is an international observance established by a
unanimous decision of the United Nations General Assembly in 2020. It is observed on September 9 of each
year. The day generates attention to attacks on students, teachers, and education institutions during armed
conflict, the use of schools for military purposes, as well as efforts aimed at promoting and protecting the right to
education and facilitating the continuation of education in armed conflict, including the Safe Schools Declaration.

International Vulture Awareness Day


International Vulture Awareness Day (IVAD) falls on the first Saturday in September every year and is a
way to show the human kind‘s appreciation for vultures and the ecosystem services they provide. The initiative is
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run jointly by the Birds of Prey Programme of the Endangered Wildlife Trust in South Africa and the
Hawk Conservancy Trust in England.

Hindi Day


Hindi Day is celebrated every year on 14 September marking the declaration of Hindi language as official
language of Union government of India. On 14 September 1949, Hindi was adapted as official language in
India.



Hindi, written in the Devanagari script along with English was adopted as the official language in India out
of the 22 recognized Indian languages under Article 343 (1). Out of the 22 languages of the 8th Schedule of
the Constitution of India, Hindi is used at the Union level.

World First Aid Day 2021


Every year on the second Saturday of September, World First Aid Day is observed to promote awareness
about how first aid can save several lives. It will occur on September 11 in 2021.



The International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) believes that first aid should
be available to everybody, especially the most vulnerable, and that it should be a component of a broader
development strategy. As per IFRC, the theme for World First Aid Day 2021 is ―First aid and road safety.‖



The day is also observed to promote first aid training for all people and to increase awareness about the
necessity of first aid in the event of an accident. First aid training gives more than just the information and
abilities needed to respond successfully; it also provides the confidence to act when necessary.

International Day for South-South Cooperation, 12 September


International Day for South-South Cooperation is observed globally on 12th September every year. SouthSouth cooperation is a manifestation of solidarity among peoples and countries of the South that contributes to
their national well-being, their national and collective self-reliance and the attainment of internationally
agreed development goals, including the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.

International Day of Democracy 15 September


The International Day of Democracy also known as World Democracy Day is observed every year on 15
September. The International Day of Democracy provides an opportunity to review the state of democracy in
the world. The theme for International Day of Democracy 2021 is ―Strengthening democratic resilience in
the face of future crises‖.

International Equal Pay Day 18 September


The International Equal Pay Day, celebrated on 18 September, represents the longstanding efforts towards the
achievement of equal pay for work of equal value.



It further builds on the United Nations commitment to human rights and against all forms of discrimination,
including discrimination against women and girls. Main theme – ‗Equal Pay for Work of Equal Value‘.

World Bamboo Day 2021


World Bamboo Day is celebrated on September 18 annually. Bamboos are used for various purposes mainly
in East and Southeast Asia.



It is observed to raise awareness about the fast-growing grass plant Bamboo. World Bamboo Organisation
(WBO) has come forward to build awareness, to protect natural resources, and the environment, to ensure
sustainable utilisation, etc.



The theme for the 12th edition of WBD 2021 is ‗#PlantBamboo: It Is Time To Plant Bamboo‘

World Ozone Day 2021


September 16 was designated by the United Nations General Assembly as the International Day for the
Preservation of the Ozone Layer. This year‘s theme for the International Day for the Prevention of the Ozone
Layer is ‗Montreal Protocol — Keeping us, our food, and vaccines cool‘. The Montreal Protocol started life as
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a global agreement to protect the ozone layer, a job it has done well, making it one of the most successful
environmental agreements to date.

International Day of Peace 21 September


Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September. The UN General
Assembly has declared this as a day devoted to strengthening the ideals of peace, through observing 24 hours of
non-violence and cease-fire.



2021 Theme: Recovering better for an equitable and sustainable world.

International Day of Sign Languages 23 September


The International Day of Sign Languages is unique opportunity to support and protect the linguistic
identity and cultural diversity of all deaf people and other sign language users. The UN General Assembly
has proclaimed 23 September as the International Day of Sign Languages in order to raise awareness of the
importance of sign language in the full realization of the human rights of people who are deaf.



The 2021 theme, declared by the World Federation of the Deaf, is ―We Sign For Human Rights,‖
highlighting how each of us – deaf and hearing people around the world – can work together hand in hand to
promote the recognition of our right to use sign languages in all areas of life.

World Rhino Day 2021


World Rhino Day is marked every year on 22 September to create awareness about the different kinds of
Rhinoceros species as well as the dangers they face. The day also aims to celebrate all five species of Rhino
including greater one-horned, Sumatran, black, white, and Javan Rhinos that are found in Africa and Asia.
With time, Rhinoceros‘ have become critically endangered in the wild because people desire their unique
horns.



This year, the theme of World Rhino Day is ―Keep the Five Alive.‖

World Pharmacist Day 2021 celebrated


World Pharmacist Day 2021 is being celebrated on September 25. The day has been marked to celebrate and
recognize the role of pharmacists in the field of health sector. International Pharmaceutical Federation (FIP) first
observed the World Pharmacist Day in 1912.



The theme declared for World Pharmacist Day 2021 is ―Pharmacy: Always Trusted For Your Health‖.
------------------
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QUESTIONS
1.

Which of the following countries has been elected to the Council of Administration (CA) at 27th Universal Postal Union (UPU)
Congress in Abidjan recently?
(a) China
(b) South Korea
(c) Japan
(d) India

2.

Indian Oil to build India‘s first green hydrogen plant at _______.
(a) Mathura Refinery
(b) Barauni Refinery
(c) Panipat Refinery

(d) Bhopal Refinery

3.

Recently, Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal announced the setting up of a Skill Institute
on Marine Studies at _______ under Indian Maritime University, Chennai.
(a) Guwahati
(b) Bhopal
(c) Udaipur
(d) Karnal

4.

Recently, the national launch of Y Break App was organized. This App is related with _______.
(a) Cultivation of bamboo in farmland
(b) Cultivation of medicinal plants in farmland
(c) Cultivation of sugarcane in farmland
(d) Cultivation of aromatic plants in farmland

5.

Recently, Karnataka government has decided to set up a spices park in _______ district.
(a) Shimoga
(b) Chikkamagaluru
(c) Mysuru
(d) East Kannada

6.

National Sports Day is celebrated on 29th August every year to commemorate the birth anniversary of _______.
(a) Kapil Dev
(b) Abhinav Bindra
(c) Major Dhyan Chand
(d) Prakash Padukone

7.

Who among the following has chaired the UN Security Council meeting on the situation in the Middle East, including the
Palestinian question?
(a) Harsh Vardhan Shringla (b) S Jaishankar
(c) Vikram Gokhale
(d) Deepak Rathi

8.

Name the Indian Grandmaster who won the Barcelona Open chess tournament title recently.
(a) S P Sethuraman
(b) Vipin Rawat
(c) Abhimanyu Kumaran (d) Karthikeyan Murali

9.

India observes National Small Industry Day on _______.
(a) August 21
(b) August 24
(c) August 28

(d) August 30

International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances is observed on:
(a) 21st August
(b) 23rd August
(c) 26th August

(d) 30th August

10.

11.

Which of the following Asian countries has hosted the International Climate Summit 2020-21 in physical and virtual mode?
(a) Malaysia
(b) Indonesia
(c) India
(d) South Korea

12.

The Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has commissioned indigenously built Indian Coast Guard Ship _______ in Chennai.
(a) Virupaksha
(b) Vigraha
(c) Vineet
(d) Viraat

13.

Indian Government will soon launch a Special Incentives scheme to support _______ Start-Ups in areas of Telemedicine,
Digital Health and Artificial Intelligence to coincide with the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
(a) 25
(b) 38
(c) 49
(d) 75

14.

In which states / union territories SDRF Headquarters SUKOON, a 24x7 Mental Health Helpline was inaugurated recently:
(a) Jammu & Kashmir
(b) Ladakh
(c) Uttarakhand
(d) Himachal Pradesh

MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 104

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021
15.

Recently, Hakainde Hichilema has been sworn in as the new President of:
(a) The Gambia
(b) Zambia
(c) Senegal

(d) Eritrea

16.

Recently, India has come up with its own version of the caller ID and blocking application, called _______.
(a) BharatCaller
(b) IndiaCaller
(c) HindustanCaller
(d) DeshCaller

17.

Recently, Central government‘s flagship financial inclusion programme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana completes _______
years.
(a) Three
(b) Five
(c) Six
(d) Seven

18.

Which is the first city in South Asia to launch its Climate Action Plan?
(a) Singapore
(b) Dhaka
(c) Karachi

(d) Mumbai

19.

Recently, The BRICS Environment Ministers have adopted the _______ which is aimed at furthering the spirit of cooperation
for continuity, consolidation and consensus in the environment among the BRICS Nations.
(a) New Delhi Statement (b) Brasilia Statement
(c) Beijing Statement
(d) Durban Statement

20.

Name the Bollywood actor who agreed to become the brand ambassador of Delhi govt‘s ‗Desh Ke Mentors‘ program which
will be launched soon.
(a) Ajay Devgan
(b) Shahrukh Khan
(c) Salman Khan
(d) Sonu Sood

21.

In Uttar Pradesh, the state-of-the-art next-generation range of BrahMos missiles will be manufactured in _______.
(a) Gorakhpur
(b) Kanpur
(c) Hapur
(d) Lucknow

22.

Name the only Asian title which has been selected in the International Financing Forum (IFF) by ‗Ontario Creates‘ at the
prestigious Toronto International Film Festival 2021.
(a) ‗Demand‘
(b) ‗Attractive Feature‘
(c) ‗Arrangements of Love‘ (d) ‗Eternal Love‘

23.

The 6th Eastern Economic Forum EEF Summit is organized in:
(a) Russia
(b) Japan
(c) China

(d) Mongolia

24.

Which of the following countries hosted the 8th Meeting of Agriculture Experts of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Countries virtually?
(a) India
(b) Myanmar
(c) Nepal
(d) Bhutan

25.

Which of the following IIT‘s is developing an online platform to tackle electronic wastes (e-waste) by linking stakeholders in
the formal and informal economy?
(a) IIT Kanpur
(b) IIT Delhi
(c) IIT Madras
(d) IIT Mandi

26.

Name India‘s first IGBC Platinum rated city and which gets highest certification as greenfield smart city.
(a) Chandigarh
(b) GIFT City
(c) Ambala
(d) Darjeeling

27.

Name the Bollywood actor who has launched his own NFTs (Non-fungible tokens), becoming the first Indian actor to do so at
a time when the world is warming up to digital assets?
(a) Akshay Kumar
(b) Sanjay Dutt
(c) Ajay Devgan
(d) Amitabh Bachchan

28.

Name the only district in India where all three species of crocodiles – salt-water, gharial and mugger – are found.
(a) Puri
(b) Bhubaneswar
(c) Kendrapara
(d) Cuttack
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29.

Which of the following football clubs has completed the signing of Cristiano Ronaldo on a two-year deal recently?
(a) Manchester United
(b) Bayern Munich
(c) Chelsea
(d) Juventus

30.

Name the Indian shooter who has won Gold medal in Women‘s 10 metre Air Rifle Shooting at Tokyo Paralympics.
(a) Deepa Sarnaout
(b) Amita Gupta
(c) Avani Lekhara
(d) Anjali Rawat

31.

According to Safe Cities Index 2021, which of the following cities has been named the number one city worldwide for
environmental security?
(a) Sydney
(b) Dublin
(c) Wellington
(d) Napier

32.

Which of the following Asian countries has become the world‘s first market to challenge the duopoly of Apple and Google
over app store payments by approving a bill that forces them to allow third-party payments in the country?
(a) South Korea
(b) Japan
(b) China
(c) India

33.

India recently launched soft skills training programme for women entrepreneurs with _______.
(a) Nepal
(b) Sri Lanka
(c) Bhutan
(d) Bangladesh

34.

As part of her ongoing goodwill visit to Europe and Africa, _______ took part in the Maiden Maritime Partnership Exercise
with Algerian Navy.
(a) INS Tabar
(b) INS Mahan
(c) INS Virat
(d) INS Vibhu

35.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the year-long birth anniversary celebrations of Iskcon founder Srila Prabhupada on
September 1 and released a commemorative silver coin of _______ value in his honour.
(a) Rs 100
(b) Rs 125
(c) Rs 150
(d) Rs 200

36.

Recently, several union ministers launched the _______ mobile application in New Delhi as a part of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav celebrations to commemorate 75th Year of Independence.
(a) Y-Perform
(b) Y-Stand
(c) Y-Break
(d) Y-Static

37.

Recently, joint military exercise KAZIND-21 commenced. It is an exercise between _______.
(a) India – Kazakhstan
(b) India- Russia
(c) India- Turkmenistan
(d) India- Indonesia

38.

A 200 personnel contingent of Indian Army will participate in Exercise _______ a Multi Nation exercise being held at
Nizhniy, Russia.
(a) MAAS, 21
(b) METHOD, 21
(c) ZAPAD, 2021
(d) JAPAS, 2021

39.

Recently, A startup company of _______ has claimed that it has developed the world‘s first, state-of-the-art ‗Smart Bio-Filter‘
that can make breathing fresh?
(a) IIT Ropar
(b) IIT Hyderabad
(c) IIT Mandi
(d) IIT Delhi

40.

Which of the following states has recently achieved a unique distinction of achieving cent percent target of first dose of Covid19 vaccination above the age of 18 years?
(a) Gujarat
(b) Haryana
(c) Sikkim
(d) Himachal Pradesh

41.

Recently, Assam Cabinet has decided to rename _______ as Orang National Park.
(a) Rajiv Gandhi National Park
(b) Mahatma Gandhi National Park
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru National Park
(d) Indira Gandhi National Park
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42.

Tajikistan awarded the country‘s highest distinction to former Afghan defence minister Ahmad Shah Massoud and former
Afghan President _______.
(a) Abdullah Abdullah
(b) Ashraf Ghani
(c) Burhanuddin Rabbani
(d) Hamid Karzai

43.

Recently, India‘s first bio-brick based building was inaugurated at _______.
(a) Indian Institute of Technology-Kanpur (IIT-K)
(b) Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H)
(c) Indian Institute of Technology-Madras (IIT-M)
(d) Indian Institute of Technology-Delhi (IIT-D)

44.

The Central banks in Australia, Singapore, Malaysia and _______ will conduct a cross border payments trial using different
central bank digital currencies (CBDC) to assess if this allows transactions to be settled more cheaply and easily.
(a) South Africa
(b) New Zealand
(c) South Korea
(d) Canada

45.

Recently, Maharashtra Cabinet has decided to set up a Science City in _______.
(a) Mumbai
(b) Pune
(c) Nagpur

(d) Solapur

46.

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up a committee to scrutinise applications and give recommendations on new
umbrella entity (NUE) licences. The five-member committee will be headed by RBI chief general manager _______.
(a) M Bharathari
(b) P Vasudevan
(c) Amit Panghal
(d) Bhaskat Chhatterjee

47.

Recently, New Development Bank (NDB) established by the BRICS ((Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) countries
in 2015 has approved _______ as its new member.
(a) Afghanistan
(b) Brazil
(c) Bangladesh
(d) Canada

48.

The Coconut Development Board celebrates Coconut Day every year on:
(a) 31st August
(b) 1st September
(c) 2nd September

(d) 4th September

49.

Recently, The government of India set up a 12-member committee to review the existing guidelines of the Journalist Welfare
Scheme (JWS). The committee is headed by Prasar Bharti Board member _______.
(a) Deepak Bharadwaj
(b) Amit Baghel
(c) Ashok Tandon
(d) Vipul Narang

50.

Name the footballer who recently set the world record for most international goals in international football?
(a) Ali Daei
(b) Cristiano Ronaldo
(c) Neymar Jr
(d) Lionel Messi

51.

Which of the following has adopted two endangered species, snow leopard and black-necked crane, as State animal and State
bird?
(a) Sikkim
(b) Goa
(c) Kerala
(d) Ladakh

52.

Who among the following is the fourth sporting celebrity to reach the 150 million mark on the photo-blogging platform?
(a) Virat Kohli
(b) MS Dhoni
(c) Rohit Sharma
(d) Sachin Tendulkar

53.

Which of the following has launched two ambitious schemes, one in agriculture sector called ‗AtmaNirbhar Krishi Yojna‘ and
the other for horticulture named ‗AtmaNirbhar Bagwani Yojna‘?
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Haryana
(d) Uttar Pradesh

54.

The India Pavilion in Expo-2020 Dubai starting on 1st of October is set to showcase a resurgent India‘s march to becoming a
_______ Trillion dollar economy in the post-COVID world.
(a) Three
(b) Four
(c) Five
(d) Ten
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55.

Which of the following will host 12th Defence Expo-2022 in Gandhinagar next year?
(a) Gujarat
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Haryana
(d) Uttar Pradesh

56.

Yoshihide Suga will step down as _______ Prime Minister amid increasing anger over his government‘s handling of COVID19.
(a) Japan
(b) Brazil
(c) China
(d) Malaysia

57.

The New Development Bank (NDB) set up by the _______ group of nations had admitted the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay
and Bangladesh as members in its first expansion push.
(a) BRICS
(b) SCO
(c) G7
(d) SAARC

58.

The new International Labour Organization (ILO) report on social protection exposes the huge gaps in social protection
coverage around the world, with _______% of people having no social protection at all, and a further 22% lacking full
protection in line with international labour standards.
(a) 32
(b) 39
(c) 47
(d) 57

59.

Which of the following has launched the campaign AYUSH AAPKE DWAR from more than 45 locations?
(a) Ministry of Ayush
(b) NITI Aayog
(c) NDC
(d) Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

60.

Hansa New Generation trainer aircraft designed and developed by _______ in Bengaluru has successfully made its maiden
flight.
(a) DRDO
(b) ISRO
(c) CSIR-NAL
(d) HAL

61.

Recently, A Ladakh-based engineer has become the only Indian Honorary Member of the International Astronomical Union.
What is the name of the Engineer?
(a) Wangchuck Luth
(b) Mitchell Dorchuk
(c) Dorje Angchuk
(d) Anail Mirch

62.

Recently, The 130th edition of the Durand Cup kicked off at the Vivekananda Yubabharati Krirangan in Kolkata. Durand Cup
is associated with:
(a) Cricket
(b) Hockey
(c) Football
(d) Lawn Tennis

63.

NASA‘s newest _______ may have successfully collected its first rock sample for return to Earth, after last month‘s attempt
came up empty.
(a) Mars rover
(b) Venus rover
(c) Jupiter rover
(d) Saturn rover

64.

Recently, Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya participated in G-20 Health Ministers Meeting 2021 hosted by _______
Presidency on the theme – People, Planet and Prosperity.
(a) Italian
(b) Indian
(c) American
(d) Canadian

65.

India has inducted the _______ surveillance ship which can track nuclear missiles and satellites from a distance.
(a) Tez
(b) Virat
(c) Dhruv
(d) Nitant

66.

Recently, The Centre signed the tripartite Karbi Anglong agreement promising to fulfil all the conditions for development of
the Karbi people within the stipulated time. Karbi Anglong district is in _______.
(a) Nagaland
(b) Manipur
(c) Mizoram
(d) Assam
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67.

Coal India Limited under the Ministry of Coal has launched a new software named _______ which will help in identifying thin
coal seams under the earth crust.
(a) Earth Enhancement EEE
(b) Crust Enhancement CE
(c) Spectral Enhancement SPE
(d) Coal Enhancement CoE

68.

Recently, El Salvador‘s top court has ruled that the country‘s President can serve _______ consecutive terms.
(a) Two
(b) Three
(c) Four
(d) Five

69.

Recently, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan conferred AICTE- _______ Best Teacher Award on 17 faculty
members in Engineering and Technology at a function in New Delhi.
(a) Ghosh
(b) Tagore
(c) Visvesvaraya
(d) Radhakrishnan

70.

International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is celebrated every year on:
(a) 1st September
(b) 4th September
(c) 7th September

(d) 9th September

71.

The Morning Consult, an American data intelligence firm, tracks the approval rating for governmental leaders. According to
this firm, who among the following topped a global approval rating?
(a) Mario Draghi
(b) Joe Biden
(c) Narendra Modi
(d) Andrés Manuel López Obrador

72.

At Tokyo Paralympics 2020, in its best ever performance India bagged _______ medals.
(a) 14
(b) 16
(c) 19
(d) 25

73.

Which of the following is the first Asian Country to launch a plastics pact?
(a) China
(b) South Korea
(c) India

(d) Japan

74.

Which of the following IIT‘s bagged top honours at Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International Innovation Conclave?
(a) IIT Kanpur
(b) IIT Delhi
(c) IIT Bombay
(d) IIT Kharagpur

75.

Recently, The three-day long 28th edition of _______ Maritime Bilateral Exercise SIMBEX concluded.
(a) Singapore-India
(b) Singapore-Malaysia
(c) Singapore-Indonesia
(d) Singapore-Maldives

76.

Which of the following recently started first Indian digital payment interactive geospatial platform?
(a) Paytm
(b) Amazon Pay
(c) PhonePe
(d) Google Pay

77.

Recently, The Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2022 has been announced. The _______ is at the
top of the list.
(a) University of Oxford
(b) California Institute of Technology
(c) Cambridge University
(d) Harvard University

78.

Recently, A special train named _______ will be launched from suburban Dadar station to run to Konkan region for Ganesh
festival on September 7.
(a) Balasaheb Train
(b) Modi Train
(c) Deshmukh Train
(d) Atal Train

79.

Which of the following Indian Universities is also the only university in the top 350 rankings in the Times Higher Education
(THE) World University Rankings 2022?
(a) Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru
(b) Delhi University (DU)
(c) Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU)
(d) Banaras Hindu University (BHU)
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80.

International Vulture Awareness Day (IVAD) falls on the first _______ in September every year and is a way to show the
human kind‘s appreciation for vultures and the ecosystem services they provide.
(a) Monday
(b) Tuesday
(c) Wednesday
(d) Saturday

81.

The first-ever IAS officer of India to win a medal at the Paralympics in Badminton is
(a) Amit Bansal
(b) Vinay Kumar Singh
(c) Suhas Lalinakere Yathiraj
(d) M Manishankar

82.

Recently, the 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament was organized in:
(a) Madrid
(b) Paris
(c) Rotterdam

(d) Vienna

83.

Name the recently launched NALCO app that provides a platform to highlight the Company‘s efforts towards development of
MSEs.
(a) MAHASYA App
(b) ATULIT App
(c) NAMASYA App
(d) ISPAT App

84.

Which of the following states / union territories now has its first pollen calendar, which can identify potential allergy triggers
and provide a clear understanding for clinicians as well as allergy sufferers about their causes to help limit their exposure
during high pollen loads?
(a) Lakshadweep
(b) Sikkim
(c) Chandigarh
(d) Goa

85.

Indian President and the Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces, Ram Nath Kovind presented the President‘s Colour to
Indian Naval Aviation at _______, Goa.
(a) INS Hansa
(b) INS Hans
(c) INS Birat
(d) INS Maas

86.

Recently, Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud inaugurated the Bangabandhu Media Centre
at the _______.
(a) Char Minar in Hyderabad
(b) Hawa Mahal in Jaipur
(c) Press Club of India in New Delhi
(d) Victoria Palace in Kolkata

87.

The world‘s first ‗floating farm‘ is located in:
(a) London
(b) Rotterdam

(c) Venice

(d) Tokyo

88.

The bilateral exercise _______ is held between Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy commenced in Australia.
(a) AUSINDEX
(b) AUSTRANDEX
(c) MAITRAYI
(d) MITRA SHAKTI

89.

Recently, Researchers at the _______ have sequenced the genome of Giloy, a plant known for its medicinal properties.
(a) Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Chandigarh
(b) Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) New Delhi
(c) Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Bhopal
(d) Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Guwahati

90.

Name the writer who has been chosen as the recipient of the seventh Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award recently.
(a) Namita Gokhale
(b) Apoorva Ghatge
(c) Mrinalini Ganguly
(d) Manisha Kritika

91.

Recently, Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupender Yadav dedicated the first functional Smog Tower in
India in _______.
(a) Delhi
(b) Mumbai
(c) Chandigarh
(d) Shimla
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92.

Recently, The Ministry of Coal has constituted a Task Force and Expert Committee to Prepare Road Map for Coal based
Hydrogen Production. Who among the following is the head of this task force?
(a) Secretary in the Ministry of Coal
(b) Secretary in the Ministry of Home Affairs
(c) Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Coal
(d) Vice Chairman NITI Aayog

93.

Recently, India and Kazakhstan carried out the 5th edition of the annual bilateral joint exercise _______ strengthing military
diplomacy between the two countries.
(a) Maitrayee
(b) Dosti
(c) KAZIND-21
(d) Mitrata- 21

94.

Which is the first country in the world to vaccinate children from the age of two against Covid-19, using home-grown jabs not
recognized by the World Health Organization?
(a) Cuba
(b) Portugal
(c) Ireland
(d) Suriname

95.

Which is the first country in the world to adopt Bitcoin as legal tender?
(a) Albania
(b) Greece
(c) El Salvador

(d) Mexico

Name, India‘s first floating missile test range that will commence its sea trials?
(a) Anvesh
(b) Vishesh
(c) Abhay

(d) Amar

96.

97.

Which of the following states recently announced that a 500-sqkm dugong conservation reserve will soon be set up in the Palk
Bay?
(a) Kerala
(b) Karnataka
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Maharashtra

98.

India‘s first badminton player to win a gold medal in the history of the para Games at Tokyo Paralympics 2020 is
(a) Amit Bhandari
(b) Vidit Tyagi
(c) Suhas L Y
(d) Pramod Bhagat

99.

Who among the following is the first visiting opening batsman to score a hundred in all three formats in England?
(a) Babar Azam
(b) K L Rahul
(c) Rohit Sharma
(d) David Warner

100.

International Literacy Day is celebrated every year on:
(a) 2nd September
(b) 5th September

(c) 7th September

(d) 8th September

101.

Who has been appointed as India‘s Sherpa for the G20 by Indian government?
(a) Anurag Thakur
(b) Mansukh Mandaviya
(c) Piyush Goyal
(d) Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi

102.

Who has been recently named as acting Prime Minister of the new government in Afghanistan?
(a) Mullah Mohammad Hassan
(b) Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar
(c) Sirajuddin Haqqani
(d) Zabihullah Mujahid

103.

The theme for the 13th BRICS Summit 2021 is _______.
(a) ―Global Stability, Shared Security and Innovative Growth‖
(b) BRICS: economic growth for an innovative future
(c) ‗BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS cooperation for continuity, consolidation and consensus‘
(d) ‗BRICS in India: Collaboration for Inclusive Growth and Shared Prosperity in the 4 th Industrial Revolution‘

104.

Who among the following has become the first Australian of Indian descent to serve on the NSW Supreme Court bench?
(a) Atul Demale
(b) Shaheen Gauhar
(c) Deepak Kulshrestha
(d) Hament Dhanji
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105.

106.

107.

Which of the following places recently got the world‘s first ‗green‘ mosque?
(a) Jeddah
(b) Dubai
(c) Tehran

(d) Riyadh

The first woman to lead Adobe India is
(a) Prativa Mohapatra
(b) Aditi Jha

(d) Deepika Gulati

(c) Gautami Raha

Baby Rani Maurya has resigned as the Governor of _______.
(a) Sikkim
(b) Uttarakhand
(c) Himachal Pradesh

(d) Haryana

108.

Which of the following states recently has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Amazon India to boost the
export of MSME sector?
(a) Gujarat
(b) Karnataka
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Haryana

109.

Who has become the first professional golfer in the world to receive the prestigious 10-year Dubai Golden Visa in recognition
of his outstanding achievements in the sport?
(a) Jeev Milkha Singh
(b) Rory Macllroy
(c) John Rahm
(d) Justin Thomas

110.

Name the first Arab woman who was elected President of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), one of
the world‘s largest and best-known conservation institutions recently.
(a) Gauhar Khatoon
(b) Razan Al Mubarak
(c) Sulaik Al Mubarak
(d) Mohima Zeenat

111.

India‘s first emergency landing strip on highway is inaugurated in _______.
(a) Noida
(b) Jorhat
(c) Bhopal

(d) Bikaner

112.

Which of the following countries will be hosting the inaugural India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue?
(a) Australia
(b) USA
(c) France
(d) India

113.

Recently, the world‘s largest plant designed to suck carbon dioxide out of the air and turning it into rock started running in
_______.
(a) Sweden
(b) Finland
(c) Iceland
(d) Ireland

114.

Which of the following Indian Institutes has topped the Rankings in the overall category in National Institutional Ranking
Framework (NIRF)?
(a) IISc Bengaluru
(b) IIT Bombay
(c) IIT Madras
(d) AIIMS Delhi

115.

Which of the following State-owned banks has announced the launch of its digital banking platform ‗bob World‘, aimed at
providing all banking services under one roof?
(a) Punjab National Bank (b) Bank of Baroda
(c) State Bank of India
(d) Canara Bank

116.

Which of the following Indian states is looking to expand its footprint in green energy to see a $5-10 billion renewable sector
investment with Danish participation, including an energy island in the Gulf of Mannar?
(a) Kerala
(b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Karnataka

117.

Recently, International Olympic Committee (IOC) has suspended _______ until the end of 2022 after it failed to send a team to
the Tokyo Games.
(a) Afghanistan
(b) Yemen
(c) North Korea
(d) Singapore

118.

International Day to Protect Education from Attack is observed on:
(a) September 2
(b) September 4
(c) September 6
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119.

Recently, British writer Susanna Clarke won the prestigious Women‘s Prize for Fiction for her mind-tweaking fantasy novel
_______ - a book that chronic illness made her fear she would never get to write.
(a) ‗Piranesi‘
(b) ‗Flight‘
(c) ‗Light‘
(d) ‗Doubt‘

120.

Name the 12-year-old Indian environmental activist from Mumbai who has been named as a 2021 International Young EcoHero in recognition of his efforts to solve tough environmental problems.
(a) Pankaj Kshitij
(b) Niket Sharma
(c) Prashant Dhoot
(d) Ayaan Shankta

121.

In Uttar Pradesh President Ramnath Kovind laid the foundation of Uttar Pradesh National Law University at:
(a) Varanasi
(b) Prayagraj
(c) Lucknow
(d) Noida

122.

Which of the following states has launched ‗Millet Mission‘ recently?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Uttar Pradesh
(c) Chhattisgarh

(d) Bihar

123.

Recently, Vallabh Vidyanagar-based Sardar Patel University (SPU) in _______ district has been accredited as the first green
university of Gujarat with platinum ranking.
(a) Surat
(b) Gandhinagar
(c) Anand
(d) Vadodara

124.

Recently, Vijay Rupani tendered his resignation as Chief Minister of:
(a) Haryana
(b) Jharkhand
(c) Gujarat

(d) Madhya Pradesh

125.

Recently, Which of the following countries have held their sixth Maritime Affairs Dialogue in a virtual format.
(a) India and China
(b) India and Norway
(c) India and Japan
(d) India and Finland

126.

Recently, The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (IRDAI) has said the limit of guarantee under surety
insurance contracts should not exceed _______ of the project value.
(a) 10 per cent
(b) 20 per cent
(c) 30 per cent
(d) 40 per cent

127.

Recently, Researchers want to use the space telescope, the largest and most powerful ever built, to look back in time over
_______ to see the first stars and galaxies that formed, a few hundred million years after the Big Bang.
(a) 8.5 billion years
(b) 12.5 billion years
(c) 13.5 billion years
(d) 16.5 billion years

128.

Who won the Men‘s Singles finals at US Open Tennis?
(a) Novak Djokovic
(b) Felix Auger-Aliassime
(c) Daniil Medvedev
(d) Roger Federer

129.

Hindi Day is celebrated every year on _______ marking the declaration of Hindi language as official language of Union
government of India.
(a) 12 September
(b) 13 September
(c) 14 September
(d) 16 September

130.

Which of the following districts of Madhya Pradesh‘s has been nominated in the ‗Best Tourism Village‘ category for the
United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Award?
(a) Niwari
(b) Bhopal
(c) Indore
(d) Sehore

131.

Recently, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin announced that an Archeological Museum of Artefacts on the existence of
Ancient Tamils will be set-up at _______.
(a) Madurai
(b) Tirunelveli
(c) Rameshwaram
(d) Kanyakumari
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132.

Recently, who has been appointed as Governor of Tamil Nadu?
(a) RN Ravi
(b) Banwarilal Purohit
(c) Lieutenant General (Retd) Gurmit Singh
(d) Prof. Jagdish Mukhi

133.

Recently, India along with _______ jointly launched ‗Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind‘ as part of Green Strategic
Partnership?
(a) Norway
(b) Sweden
(c) Ireland
(d) Denmark

134.

Union Cabinet approved the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Textiles. Who is the current Textiles Minister?
(a) Smriti Irani
(b) Mansukh Mandaviya
(c) Piyush Goyal
(d) Amit Shah

135.

Who is the new Prime Minister of Lebanon?
(a) Najib Mikati
(b) Lithak Jinaan

(c) Saad Hariri

(d) Menak Luthi

136.

Name the Investment platform which has tied up with Amazon Pay India to provide its wealth management services to
Amazon Pay‘s users.
(a) Savera.in
(b) Kuvera.in
(c) Mivera.in
(d) Livera.in

137.

Watertech startup Maithri Aquatech Pvt Ltd has set up the world‘s first water-from-air bottling water plant with a capacity of
generating 2.5 million litres per annum and bottling 3.4 million bottles per annum in _______.
(a) Mysuru
(b) Bengaluru
(c) Hyderabad
(d) Lucknow

138.

Indian International Trade Saffron Spice Park is located in:
(a) Sikkim
(b) Arunachal Pradesh
(c) Jammu & Kashmir

(d) Madhya Pradesh

Who won Women‘s Singles title at US Open Tennis recently?
(a) Emma Raducanu
(b) Serena Williams
(c) Leylah Fernandez

(d) Monica Liblis

139.

140.

Who among the following took charge as the Chairman of National Commission for Minorities recently?
(a) Mohammad Faizan
(b) Thomas Matthew
(c) Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura
(d) Alex Nithan

141.

Which of the following states has stood first in the country in the installation of off-grid solar pumps under the Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Utthan Mahabhiyan (PMKUSUM)?
(a) Karnataka
(b) Kerala
(c) Haryana
(d) Maharashtra

142.

Recently, Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in collaboration with the _______ launched the pilot drive ‗Main Bhi Digital
3.0‘.
(a) Ministry of Road Transport and Highways
(b) Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship
(c) Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology
(d) Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

143.

Who is the new Chief Minister of Gujarat?
(a) Mansukh Mandaviya
(c) Rajendra Patel

144.

(b) Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel
(d) S P S Singh Rathore

Recently, ‗Medicines from the Sky‘ project launched to send medicines to Primary Health Care Centres using drones in
_______.
(a) Andhra Pradesh
(b) Telangana
(c) Karnataka
(d) Madhya Pradesh
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145.

Who has been named as Morocco‘s new Prime Minister?
(a) Aziz Akhannouch
(b) King Mohammed VI
(c) Mirait Kakunach

(d) Nishail Mirat

146.

Which of the following has partnered with investment tech startup WealthDesk to offer investment portfolios that will be
called ‗WealthBasket‘?
(a) Amazon Pay
(b) Paypal
(c) Flipkart
(d) Paytm Money

147.

What is the name of the comprehensive online map of the world‘s coral reefs prepared by using more than 2 million satellite
images from across the globe?
(a) Bill Coral Atlas
(b) Thomas Buch Coral Atlas
(c) Lary Coral Atlas
(d) Allen Coral Atlas

148.

Who won the Italian Grand Prix Formula One?
(a) Max Verstappen
(b) Daniel Ricciardo

(c) Charles Lecrec

(d) Lewis Hamilton

Who won men‘s singles title at the US Open 2021?
(a) Daniil Medvedev
(b) Novak Djokovic

(c) Andy Nurray

(d) Novak Djokovic

149.

150.

Recently, International Day for South-South Cooperation 2021 was celebrated on:
(a) 7th September
(b) 9th September
(c) 11th September

(d) 12th September

151.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University in _______.
(a) Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh
(b) Kushinagar, Uttar Pradesh
(c) Sagar, Madhya Pradesh
(d) Darbhanga, Bihar

152.

A two-day conference of the Tourism and Culture Ministers of the North Eastern states has begun in _______.
(a) Dimapur
(b) Imphal
(c) Shillong
(d) Guwahati

153.

Recently, Tamil Nadu Government has increased reservation for women in Government jobs from 30 per cent to _______ per
cent.
(a) 33
(b) 37
(d) 40
(d) 50

154.

Which of the following is the first country to require new homes to include EV chargers?
(a) Finland
(b) Ireland
(c) Sweden
(d) England

155.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the first-ever in-person summit of Quad leaders in _______.
(a) Japan
(b) USA
(c) Australia
(d) India

156.

Which of the following has launched its first international fund, tracking MSCI World Index?
(a) ICICI MF
(b) SBI MF
(c) HDFC MF
(d) Axis MF

157.

Name the payment bank which has launched the country‘s first FASTag-based Metro parking facility, in partnership with the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC).
(a) Paytm Payments Bank
(b) Jio Payments Bank
(c) Airtel Payments Bank
(c) Indian Postal Payments Bank

158.

Recently, Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav and United States Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry
launched Climate Action and Finance Mobilisation Dialogue under India-US Climate and Clean Energy Agenda _______
Partnership.
(a) 2022
(b) 2025
(c) 2030
(d) 2035
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159.

India is set to conduct the first user trial of nuke capable intercontinental-range ballistic missile (ICBM) _______ signalling its
early induction in the armed forces.
(a) Agni-II
(b) Agni-III
(c) Agni-IV
(d) Agni-V

160.

The International Day of Democracy is observed on _______.
(a) 5th September
(b) 8th September
(c) 12th September

161.

In India, the DefExpo- 2022 will be held at:
(a) Gandhinagar in Gujarat
(c) Karnal in Haryana

(d) 15th September

(b) Amritsar in Punjab
(d) Indore in Madhya Pradesh

162.

Which of the following IIT‘s launched ‗Project Udaan‘ that enables translation of textbooks and other study material related to
engineering and other streams?
(a) IIT-Delhi
(b) IIT-Madras
(c) IIT-Kharagpur
(d) IIT-Bombay

163.

Which of the following Indian states has set up a new Police Commision to get to know the demands and needs of cops?
(a) Kerala
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Gujarat

164.

Which of the following ministries launched its account on social media platform Telegram to counter fake news?
(a) Union Home Affairs Ministry
(b) Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry
(c) Union Corporate Affairs Ministry
(d) Union Education Ministry

165.

India and _______ aim to launch negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) by November this year, expect to sign an
interim agreement involving high-priority products and services by March next year.
(a) USA
(b) UK
(c) Germany
(d) France

166.

Which of the following Indian banks has become one of the first few banks in Asia Pacific region to tangibly demonstrate its
commitment towards achieving ambitious environmental and responsible lending, reducing its carbon footprint?
(a) Union Bank of India
(b) Punjab National Bank
(c) Canara Bank
(d) State Bank of India

167.

Recently, Reserve Bank of India and the Monetary Authority of _______ have announced a project to link their respective fast
payment systems, Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and PayNow.
(a) Malaysia
(b) Mauritius
(c) Singapore
(d) Vietnam

168.

Recently, India‘s largest open air fernery was inaugurated at _______.
(a) Ranikhet
(b) Chamba
(c) Tawang

(d) Leh

169.

Name India‘s first steel company which recently commissioned carbon capture plant to adopt a carbon capture technology that
extracts CO2 directly from the Blast Furnace gas.
(a) Essar Steel
(b) ISPAT India Ltd.
(c) Jindal Steel
(d) Tata Steel

170.

Every year on the second _______ of September, World First Aid Day is observed to promote awareness about how first aid
can save several lives.
(a) Saturday
(b) Sunday
(c) Tuesday
(d) Thursday

171.

Which of the following Indian cities will host country‘s first Para Triathlon in September 2021?
(a) Bengaluru
(b) Gurugram
(c) Chennai
(d) Hyderabad
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172.

Who is appointed as the new Governor of Uttarakhand recently?
(a) L Laxmanaiyya
(b) B Bhaskar Reddy
(c) Retired Lt. General Gurmeet Singh
(d) Atul Kumar Bhattacharya

173.

Which of the following has launched a report on ‗Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India‘?
(a) Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
(b) Ministry of Home Affairs
(c) NITI Aayog
(d) Ministry of Finance

174.

According to Union Science and Technology Minister, India will produce more than three times nuclear power and it is
expected to reach 22 thousand 480 MegaWatt by the year _______.
(a) 2024
(b) 2031
(c) 2034
(d) 2039

175.

Recently, In order to promote door to door digital banking and financial services in remote areas of union territory, which of
the following union territories launched Mission ‗One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi‘?
(a) Ladakh
(b) Puducherry
(c) Jammu and Kashmir
(d) Lakshadweep

176.

Recently, which of the following has been presented the highest and the most prestigious ―Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar‖ award?
(a) National Fertilizers Limited
(b) National Mineral Development Ltd.
(c) National Payments Corporation of India
(d) NITI Aayog

177.

Recently, which of the following countries scientists have announced the discovery of the first-ever southern hemisphere
remains of a type of Jurassic-era ―winged lizard‖ known as a pterosaur?
(a) Peru
(b) Chile
(c) Panama
(d) Argentina

178.

According to a report by World Economic Forum, A close to _______ of Bangladesh could be submerged by the rising sea
level by 2050.
(a) 9 percent
(b) 17 percent
(c) 23 percent
(d) 29 percent

179.

Recently, The Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) announced the first edition of the _______.
(a) ‗Global Jain Conference‘
(b) ‗Global Buddhist Conference‘
(c) ‗Global Christian Conference‘
(d) ‗Global Hindu Conference‘

180.

Every year, World Ozone Day is observed on _______.
(a) 13 September
(b) 16 September
(c) 18 September

(d) 21 September

181.

Which of the following has become the first city in the northern region to implement City Visitor Information and Record
Management System (CVIRMS)?
(a) Shimla
(b) Srinagar
(c) Karnal
(d) Amritsar

182.

India‘s first 4-km long 8-lane tunnel will also be built in _______ which will pass through Mukundara Tiger Reserve.
(a) Delhi-Mumbai greenfield expressway
(b) Chennai-Kanyakumari greenfield expressway
(c) Bhopal-Nagpur greenfield expressway
(d) Guwahati-Dimapur greenfield expressway

183.

Recently, US, UK and Australia have announced the formation of _______ a new trilateral security partnership for IndoPacific region.
(a) FRIENDS 21
(b) VIBGYOR
(c) AUKUS
(d) ONE
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184.

Name the state-run power sector lender which became the first Indian entity to launch Euro-denominated green bond with a
€300-million (about $352 million) issuance.
(a) PFC
(b) State Bank of India
(c) Jio Payments Bank
(d) HDFC Bank

185.

Which of the following has recently become the first steelmaker in the world to issue sustainability linked bonds (SLBs)?
(a) Essar Steel
(b) ISPAT
(c) Tata Steel
(d) JSW Steel

186.

Recently, According to Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Anupriya Patel, Gems and Jewellery sector contributes
around _______ per cent to GDP and employs 50 lakh people.
(a) Three
(b) Five
(c) Seven
(d) Nine

187.

Recently, The UNESCO designated Mura-Drava-Danube (MDD) as the world‘s first ‗five-country biosphere reserve‘. The
biosphere reserve does not fall in:
(a) Austria
(b) Hungary
(c) Italy
(d) Slovenia

188.

‗Mangalyaan‘, India‘s Mars Orbiter Mission, was tracked from _______.
(a) Australia
(b) New Zealand
(c) Fiji

(d) Indonesia

189.

The International Equal Pay Day, celebrated on _______ represents the longstanding efforts towards the achievement of equal
pay for work of equal value.
(a) 15 September
(b) 17 September
(c) 18 September
(d) 21 September

190.

Recently, Three Bangladeshi films have been selected for the 26 th Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) to be held at
Haeundae, Busan in _______.
(a) Thailand
(b) Vietnam
(c) Singapore
(d) South Korea

191.

Which of the following districts has become the first district in India to initiate communication in the Motor Vehicles
Department (MVD) through a digital wireless network?
(a) Vishakhapatnam
(b) Bhopal
(c) Ernakulam
(d) Lucknow

192.

Nagaland‘s first Software Technology Park of India is inaugurated in _______.
(a) Kiphire
(b) Kohima
(c) Longleng

(d) Mokokchung

193.

India‘s first electric highway is likely to come up between _______ soon.
(a) Delhi and Jaipur
(c) Mumbai and Nagpur
(c) Bhopal and Jabalpur
(d) Raipur and Bhilai

194.

Recently, 15th Edition of _______ Joint Military Training, Exercise Surya Kiran between Indian Army and Nepali Army is
commencing at Pithoragarh (UK).
(a) Indo –Bangladesh
(b) Indo – Nepal
(c) Indo – Myanmar
(d) Indo – Bhutan

195.

Recently, Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh launched _______ a student-scientist connect programme of the Ministry of
Science and Technology, will be extended to cover schools in over 700 districts of India within one year.
(a) ―UNIQUE‖
(b) ―FIRST‖
(c) ―JIGYASA‖
(d) ―INTEREST‖

196.

Which of the following countries has voted in the first cabinet to be dominated by women since the multi-party system was
introduced 30 years ago?
(a) Greece
(b) Albania
(c) Italy
(d) Croatia
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197.

What is the percentage of FDI allowed in telecom equipment manufacturing and provision of IT enabled services?
(a) 49%
(b) 51%
(c) 80%
(d) 100%

198.

The first State in India to Start Vehicle Registration under new ‗BH‘ Series is
(a) Gujarat
(b) Odisha
(c) Jharkhand

(d) West Bengal

199.

The National Sample Survey conducted the All India Debt & Investment Survey in 2019 which unfolded that the wealthiest 10
percent Indians possess _______ percent of total urban area assets.
(a) 35.5
(b) 40.2
(c) 48.6
(d) 55.7

200.

World Bamboo Day is celebrated on:
(a) September 13
(b) September 16

(c) September 18

(d) September 20

201.

Recently, Department of Justice launched the _______ drive across the country from 17 th September till 2nd October to
encourage mass registration under Tele-Law.
(a) ―Ek Prayas‖
(b) ―Ek Sahayata‖
(c) ―Ek Pahal‖
(d) ―Ek Yojana‖

202.

Who has been recently elected as the new Chief Minister of Punjab?
(a) O P Soni
(b) Brahma Mohindra
(c) Kuljeet Singh Randhawa
(d) Charanjit Singh Channi

203.

Recently, In Russia, the ruling _______ of incumbent President Vladimir Putin has retained a majority in parliament after a
three-day election.
(a) United Russia Party
(b) Unionist Russia Legislative Party
(c) Russian Union Party
(d) Super Legislative Party

204.

The World Economic Forum said its next annual meeting will be held in the _______ in January 2022.
(a) New York
(b) Milan
(c) Davos
(d) Paris

205.

Recently, Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga resigned as the Prime Minister of:
(a) Thailand
(b) Vietnam
(c) Japan

(d) South Korea

206.

Recently, The annual summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was held in _______ in a hybrid format.
(a) Russia
(b) New Delhi
(c) Dushanbe
(d) Tashkent

207.

Recently, In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched the Senior Citizens
National Helpline _______ in J&K, at Raj Bhavan, Jammu.
(a) Elderline-12345
(b) Elderline-56789
(c) Elderline-14567
(d) Elderline-67890

208.

Recently, J&K LG Manoj Sinha joins youth in event titled _______ in Srinagar
(a) ―Pedal for Sincerity‖‘ (b) ―Pedal for Unity‖
(c) ―Pedal for Peace‖

(d) ―Pedal for Jammu & Kashmir‖

209.

Recently, Tata Consultancy Services, India‘s largest software exporter crossed _______ in market capitalisation as investors
backed technology service providers who are growing their business helping the digital transformation of global businesses.
(a) $100 billion
(b) $150 billion
(c) $200 billion
(d) $400 billion

210.

Recently, Education and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan presented _______ to 41 skill trainers for their
exemplary contribution to the skill ecosystem.
(a) Kaustubh Awards 2021
(b) Kaushalacharya Awards 2021
(c) Shilpi Awards 2021
(d) Vishwakarma Awards 2021
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211.

Who has been appointed as one of its 17 Sustainable Development Goals advocates, a role that is integral to advancing the
2030 agenda for sustainable development by UN Secretary General António Guterres?
(a) Shahrukh Khan
(b) Kailash Satyarthi
(c) Amartya Sen
(d) Sachin Tendulkar

212.

Recently, Prasar Bharati Chief Exective Officer Shashi Shekhar Vempati launched _______ at a function in New Delhi for the
benefit of the staff.
(a) e-Office Hindi portal
(b) e-Office Sanskrit portal
(c) e-Office English portal
(d) e-Office Urdu portal

213.

The ease of doing business‘ rankings report is published by _______.
(a) World Bank
(b) International Monetary Fund
(c) Asian Development Bank
(d) Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank

214.

Recently, Union Minister Nitin Gadkari concluded a 2-day aerial survey of a mammoth project - an expressway connecting
_______.
(a) Mumbai and Delhi
(b) Jammu and Delhi
(c) Kanyakumari and Kochi (d) Meerut and Balia

215.

Recently, Philip Edward Davis started serving as the new Prime Minister of _______.
(a) Bahamas
(b) Morocco
(c) Panama
(d) Chile

216.

Recently, Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has successfully commissioned India‘s largest Floating Solar PV plant in
_______, the 25 MW floating SPV project covers an area of 100 acres.
(a) Telangana
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Karnataka

217.

Who among the following launched a new mobile app ―PRAGATI‖ (Performance Review Application, Growth And Trend
Indicator) for use by its Development Officers?
(a) State Bank of India
(b) Life Insurance Corporation
(c) NABARD
(d) SIDBI

218.

Recently, Scientists said artifacts unearthed in a cave in _______ dating back as far as 120,000 years ago indicate that humans
were making specialized bone tools, skinning animals and then using tools to process these skins for fur and leather.
(a) Morocco
(b) Bulgaria
(c) Chile
(d) Peru

219.

International Day of Peace is observed around the world on _______.
(a) 14 September
(b) 18 September
(c) 21 September

(d) 24 September

220.

Recently, Indian filmmaker Payal Kapadia‘s documentary _______ has won the Amplify Voices Award at the Toronto
International Film Festival (TIFF).
(a) ―A Dark Tale‖
(b) ―A Night of Knowing Nothing‖
(c) ―A Unique Philosophy‖
(d) ―A Red Panda‖

221.

Recently, Hathei chilli and Tamenglong mandarin orange of _______ have been granted the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.
(a) Nagaland
(b) Sikkim
(c) Manipur
(d) Mizoram

222.

The Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Ujjwala 2.0 scheme in _______.
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Bihar
(c) Madhya Pradesh
(d) Karnataka
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223.

Name the former UK Prime Minister who has been announced as ambassador for Global Health Financing by the World
Health Organization.
(a) Gordon Brown
(b) Theresa May
(c) David Cameroo
(d) Tony Blair

224.

Which of the following countries is held ―RAPID TRIDENT – 2021‖ joint military exercises with U.S. and other NATO
troops?
(a) Ukraine
(b) Spain
(c) Italy
(d) Russia

225.

According to NITI Aayog, India stood at _______ on the Global Innovation Index 2021 on the back of a vibrant start-up
ecosystem and research by public and private organizations.
(a) 32
(b) 37
(c) 42
(d) 46

226.

The Reserve Bank of India conducted open market purchase of Government Securities under the G-Sec Acquisition
Programme (G-SAP 2.0) for an aggregate amount of _______ crore rupees.
(a) 8,000
(b) 10,000
(c) 15,000
(d) 20,000

227.

According to the latest Global Trade Outlook issued by the UK‘s Department of International Trade, India is to be _______
largest importer by 2050.
(a) 1st
(b) 3rd
(c) 5th
(d) 7th

228.

Which of the following state governments has declared ‗Cooper Mahseer‘ locally named ‗Katley‘ as the state fish recently?
(a) West Bengal
(b) Odisha
(c) Sikkim
(d) Bihar

229.

Who among the following is not one among the eight eminent writers who were selected for the Sahitya Akademi Fellowship?
(a) Vinod Kumar Shukla (b) Arundhati Roy
(c) M Leelavathy
(d) Sirshendu Mukhopadhyay

230.

Who has been recently bestowed with the National Florence Nightingale Award 2020?
(a) Brig A N Bharadwaj
(b) Brig S V Saraswati
(c) Major S N Sharma
(d) Brig T D Singh

231.

The Uttar Pradesh government is gearing up to develop an ‗Electronic Park‘ for electronic devices and accessories near
_______.
(a) Mathura
(b) Shimla
(c) Karnal
(d) Noida

232.

The Ministry of Education has formed the National Steering Committee for the development of National Curriculum
Frameworks. The committee will be chaired by _______.
(a) Dr J K Puniya
(b) Dr K Kasturirangan
(c) Dr D Gopala
(d) Dr M Mahajan

233.

Who is to be the next Chief of the Indian Air Force?
(a) V R Chaudhari
(b) Atul K Malhotra

(c) Deepak Luthra

(d) Arun Kumar Gupta

234.

Which of the following countries is participated in the 3rd edition of Bilateral Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti‘?
(a) India and Nepal
(b) India and Malaysia
(c) India and Indonesia
(d) India and Bangladesh

235.

The 6th Edition of SCO Exercise _______ hosted by Russia started at Orenburg Region of South West Russia.
(a) Peaceful Mission: 2021 (b) Peace 2021
(c) Unity Mission 2021
(d) United 21

236.

India‘s first solar mission is
(a) Surya -M1
(b) Aditya-L1
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237.

India now has _______ International Blue Flag beaches with the addition of Kovalamand Eden beaches this year.
(a) 4
(b) 6
(c) 10
(d) 14

238.

Who has been recently re-elected as the president of the National Rifle Association of India (NRAI)?
(a) Atul Yadav
(b) Vikas Jha
(c) Deepak Bharadwaj
(d) Raninder Singh

239.

Who has been elected as the first woman Chairperson of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Aviation
Security Committee?
(a) Shefali Juneja
(b) Anita Sharma
(c) Apurva Gupta
(d) Pooja Luthra

240.

Recently, Climbers from Pune have scaled the 6,510-metre peak _______ in Himalaya and becomes first from India to succeed
on difficult route.
(a) Mt Cho Oyu
(b) Mt Manda-I
(c) Mt Manaslu
(d) Mt Lhotse

241.

According to State Food Safety Index 2020-21 made by Food Safety Standards Authority of India (FSSAI), which of the
following states is the best performing state in India?
(a) Rajasthan
(b) Gujarat
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Tamil Nadu

242.

Recently, Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying signed Memorandum of Understanding with _______ to support
India‘s livestock sector.
(a) Azim Premji Foundation
(b) Jamshetji Tata Foundation
(c) Warren Buffett Foundation
(d) Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

243.

Indian billionaire Gautam Adani group will invest _______ over the next 10 years in renewable energy generation and
component manufacturing and will produce the world‘s cheapest green electron.
(a) $10 billion
(b) $20 billion
(c) $30 billion
(d) $40 billion

244.

Which of the following two countries began a 14-day combined battalion-level military exercise, called ‗Surya Kiran‘?
(a) India and Nepal
(b) Mauritius and Maldives (c) Nepal and Myanmar
(d) India and Bangladesh

245.

According to the available data, the Khavda renewable energy park in _______ will be the world‘s largest and will finally
generate around 30GW of clean energy and will be spread over 72,600 hectares.
(a) Palk Strait
(b) Gulf of Mannar
(c) Sunderbans
(d) Kutch

246.

Recently, The Union Steel Minister launched the _______ of the Ministry of Steel developed by the NICSI.
(a) Dashboard 1.0
(b) Dashboard 2.0
(c) Dashboard 3.0
(d) Dashboard 4.0

247.

Who has been conferred with SDG Progress award for Bangladesh‘s steady progress in achieving the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) by the UN sponsored Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)?
(a) Shakib Al Hasan
(b) Sheikh Hasina
(c) Kazi Nazrul Islam
(d) Muhammad Yunus

248.

Name the Indian snooker player who grabbed his 24th world title when he triumphed at the IBSF 6-Red Snooker World Cup.
(a) Aditya Mehta
(b) Pankaj Advani
(c) Yasin Merchant
(d) Geet Sethi

249.

The first edition of the Himalayan Film Festival is held in _______.
(a) Tawang
(b) Leh
(c) Jammu

250.

(d) Manali

The UN General Assembly has proclaimed _______ as the International Day of Sign Languages.
(a) 21 September
(b) 22 September
(c) 23 September
(d) 25 September
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251.

India‘s first cooperative conference was held in _______.
(a) Gandhinagar
(b) New Delhi
(c) Hyderabad

(d) Mumbai

252.

Which of the following fuel retailers and SBI Card announced the launch of a co-branded RuPay contactless credit card,
offering fuel and other benefits?
(a) HPCL
(b) BPCL
(c) Indian Oil
(d) IOCL

253.

Which of the following countries has hosted its first public film-screening in 30 years - raising hopes of a cultural revival in the
war-ravaged country?
(a) Yemen
(b) Somalia
(c) Iraq
(d) Syria

254.

The first major Western central bank to raise interest rates following the onset of the coronavirus pandemic is
(a) Finnish Bank
(b) Swedish Bank
(c) Norges Bank
(d) American Bank

255.

The EU aims to have a common charging port under a European Commission proposal presented in a world first. Which
charging point is not in the list?
(a) Mobile Phones
(b) Tablets
(c) Headphones
(d) Electric Vehicles

256.

Recently, India hosted the first _______ Consular Dialogue through video conferencing.
(a) India-United Kingdom
(b) India-France
(c) India-Germany
(d) India-United States of America

257.

India has conducted flight-test of the _______ range Agni V missile with the 1st user trial of Intercontinental-Range Ballistic
Missile (ICBM) indicating its early induction in the Armed Forces.
(a) 2,000-km
(b) 3,000-km
(c) 5,000-km
(d) 8,000-km

258.

Recently, In a rare discovery, teeth of new species of hybodontshark of Jurassic age have been reported for the first time from
_______.
(a) Rajasthan‘s Jaisalmer (b) Gujarat‘s Dahod
(c) Uttar Pradesh‘s Kanpur (d) Madhya Pradesh‘s Indore

259.

Who has been chosen for the 2021 Changemaker Award for her work promoting good health and well-being by the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation?
(a) Fairooz Faizah Beether of Bangladesh
(b) Alexandra Marin of Finland
(c) Seema Vishwas of India
(d) Rukhsana Bilkis of Pakistan

260.

World Rhino Day is marked every year on _______.
(a) 15th September
(b) 17th September

(c) 19th September

(d) 22nd September

261.

Who has been recently elected as the external auditor to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)?
(a) Nepal
(b) Bangladesh
(c) Pakistan
(d) India

262.

Who among the following has become the first woman Speaker of the Gujarat Legislative Assembly?
(a) Savitribai Jadeja
(b) Nimaben Acharya
(c) Aradhya Pandit
(d) Geetaben Mehta

263.

Recently, UNWTO introduces first World Sports Tourism Congress. The headquarters of UNWTO is at:
(a) Paris
(b) Madrid
(c) Lisbon
(d) Munich

264.

Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the _______ session of UN General Assembly.
(a) 67th
(b) 71st
(c) 74th
(d) 76th
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265.

Recently, NHPC‘s 510 MW Teesta-V Power Station located in the Himalayan State of _______ has been conferred with the
prestigious Blue Planet Prize by International Hydropower Association (IHA), a London based non-profit membership
association operating in 120 countries.
(a) Uttarakhand
(b) Himachal Pradesh
(c) Arunachal Pradesh
(d) Sikkim

266.

Who has been recently elected as the chairman of Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the year 2021-2022 the non-profit
circulation-auditing organization?
(a) Kumaran Reddy
(b) Deepak Kulshrestha
(c) Debabrata Mukherjee (d) Atul Bhaskar

267.

The International Astronomical Union has named a crater at the Moon‘s south pole after the Arctic explorer _______, man
who in 1909 was one of the first people to stand at the very top of the world.
(a) Thomas Dawl
(b) Matthew Henson
(c) Alex Grite
(d) Luthar John

268.

Name the Indian who recently won gold at European Club Cup chess tournament.
(a) D Gukesh
(b) M Murugan
(c) L Prathamesh

(d) K Luthar

269.

Name the CISF woman officer who created history as she became the ―fastest Indian‖ to summit two peaks located in Africa
and Russia.
(a) Anita Hasnandani
(b) Manisha Kumar
(c) Geeta Samota
(d) Himani Jha

270.

Name the Former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive director of UN Women who has been named this
year‘s recipient of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award.
(a) Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka
(b) Kabo Mbeki
(c) Johnthon M Kutery
(d) Kitter Desib Mubala

271.

Which of the following IIT‘s stands among top 22 per cent in the 2022 QS Graduate Employability Rankings?
(a) Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay
(b) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi
(c) Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur
(d) Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur

272.

Recently, Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur inaugurated high power transmitters at world‘s highest
radio station at Humbatingla in _______.
(a) Manali
(b) Tawang
(c) Kargil
(d) Leh

273.

The Government of India will launch a month-long nationwide Clean India Drive to clean waste, mainly single-use plastic
from _______ this year.
(a) 1st October to 31st October
(b) 15th October to 15th November
(c) 1st November to 30th November
(d) 1st December to 31st December

274.

Recently, President Ram Nath Kovind conferred the _______ for 2019-20 from Rashtrapati Bhawan through virtual mode.
(a) National Social Scheme Awards
(b) National Service Scheme Awards
(c) National Social Service Awards
(d) Indian Service Scheme Prize

275.

The opening ceremony of the Joint Anti-Terrorist Exercise (JATE)-2021 was held between the troops from:
(a) China and Pakistan
(b) Afghanistan and Russia (c) Japan and Bangladesh (d) India and Iraq

276.

Recently, RBI has allowed Stressed loans, which are in default for more than _______ days or classified as non-performing
assets (NPA), can be transferred to ARCs.
(a) 15 Days
(b) 30 Days
(c) 60 Days
(d) 90 Days
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277.

Recently, Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has taken a historic initiative to set up Odisha‘s first ever Tussar
Silk Yarn Production Centre in _______.
(a) Puri district
(b) Cuttack district
(c) Bhubaneswar district
(d) Jajpur district

278.

Recently, The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid
Tropics (ICRISAT) have joined hands to take up programmes and research to improve food. World Food Programme is
headquartered at:
(a) Milan
(b) Rome
(c) Paris
(d) Geneva

279.

Who among the following has become the first Formula One driver to win 100 races with victory in the Russian Grand Prix?
(a) Max Verstappen
(b) Valterri Bottas
(c) Alex Trudeau
(d) Lewis Hamilton

280.

World Pharmacists Day is observed and celebrated across the world on _______.
(a) 21st September
(b) 23rd September
(c) 25th September
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION
1. d

India has been elected to the Council of Administration (CA) at 27th Universal Postal Union (UPU) Congress in Abidjan.

2. a

Indian Oil to build India‘s first green hydrogen plant at Mathura Refinery.

3. a

Union Minister of Ports, Shipping and Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal announced the setting up of a Skill Institute on Marine
Studies at Guwahati in Assam under Indian Maritime University, Chennai.

4. b

This includes national launch of Y Break App fromVigyan Bhawan, yearlong campaigns of cultivation of medicinal plants in
farmland and distribution of medicinal plants to households, sensitisation of School and College going students on Ayush
systems.

5. b

The Karnataka state government has decided to set up a spices park in Chikkamagaluru district.

6. c

The day is celebrated on 29th August every year to commemorate the birth anniversary of legendary hockey player Major
Dhyan Chand.

7. a

Foreign Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla has chaired the UN Security Council meeting on the situation in the Middle East,
including the Palestinian question. India currently holds the rotating presidency of the United Nations Security Council for the
month of August.

8. a

Indian Grandmaster S P Sethuraman won the Barcelona Open chess tournament title while compatriot Karthikeyan Murali
finished third.

9. d

India observes National Small Industry Day on August 30, every year to commemorate the contribution of small-scale industry
to the country‘s growth.

10. d 30 August the International Day of the Victims of Enforced Disappearances, to be observed beginning in 2011.
11. c India has hosted the International Climate Summit 2020-21 in physical and virtual mode.
12. b Defence Minister Rajnath Singh has commissioned indigenously built Indian Coast Guard Ship Vigraha in Chennai.
13. d Government will soon launch a Special Incentives scheme to support 75 Start-Ups in areas of Telemedicine, Digital Health and
Artificial Intelligence to coincide with the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav.
14. a In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Commandant General, Home Gaurds and SDRF, V.K Singh and Principal
Government Medical College, Jammu, Dr. Shashi Sudan inaugurated SUKOON, a 24x7 Mental Health Helpline at SDRF
Headquarters, Jammu.
15. b Zambia‘s veteran opposition leader Hakainde Hichilema has been sworn in as president in front of a packed stadium in the
capital, Lusaka.
16. a India has come up with its own version of the caller ID and blocking application TrueCaller, called BharatCaller.
17. d Central government‘s flagship financial inclusion programme, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana completes seven years.
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18. d Mumbai is the first city in South Asia to launch the Mumbai Climate Action Plan, which is rolling in now.
19. a The BRICS Environment Ministers have adopted the New Delhi Statement which is aimed at furthering the spirit of
cooperation for continuity, consolidation and consensus in the environment among the BRICS Nations.
20. d Kejriwal confirmed that Sonu Sood agreed to become the brand ambassador of Delhi govt‘s ‗Desh Ke Mentors‘ program
which will be launched soon.
21. d Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said that the state-of-the-art next-generation range of BrahMos missiles will be
manufactured in Lucknow.
22. c ‗Arrangements of Love‘, produced by Sunitha Tati of Telugu hit ―Oh! Baby‖ fame, has been selected in the International
Financing Forum (IFF) by ‗Ontario Creates‘ at the prestigious Toronto International Film Festival 2021.
23. a Petroleum Minister Hardeep Singh Puri led an official and business delegation to Russia to participate in the 6th Eastern
Economic Forum EEF Summit in Vladivostok.
24. a India hosted the 8th Meeting of Agriculture Experts of Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic
Cooperation (BIMSTEC) Countries virtually.
25. c IIT Madras is developing an online platform to tackle electronic wastes (e-waste) by linking stakeholders in the formal and
informal economy.
26. b India‘s only operational smart city and International Financial Services Centre (IFSC), GIFT City has received the Green Cities
Platinum certification for ‗Green Master planning & design and Implementation of GIFT City‘s phase I development‘ by CII‘s
Indian Green Building Council (IGBC).
27. d Amitabh Bachchan has launched his own NFTs (Non-fungible tokens), becoming the first Indian actor to do so at a time when
the world is warming up to digital assets.
28. c Odisha‘s Kendrapara district, crisscrossed by rivers, creeks and water inlets, has earned the distinction of being the only district
in India where all three species of crocodiles – salt-water, gharial and mugger – are found.
29. a Manchester United have completed the signing of Cristiano Ronaldo from Juventus on a two-year deal, the Premier League
side confirmed as the Portuguese forward returns to the club where he won eight major trophies from 2003-2009.
30. c Indian shooter Avani Lekhara has won Gold medal in Women‘s 10 metre Air Rifle Shooting at Tokyo Paralympics.
31. c Wellington has been named the number one city worldwide for environmental security.
32. a South Korea has become the world‘s first market to challenge the duopoly of Apple and Google over app store payments by
approving a bill that forces them to allow third-party payments in the country.
33. d India launches soft skills training programme for women entrepreneurs in Bangladesh.
34. a As part of her ongoing goodwill visit to Europe and Africa, INS Tabar took part in the Maiden Maritime Partnership Exercise
with Algerian Navy.
35. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the year-long 125th birth anniversary celebrations of Iskcon founder Srila Prabhupada
on September 1 and release a commemorative silver coin of Rs 125 value in his honour.
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36. c As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav celebrations to commemorate 75 th Year of Independence, Union Minister of Ayush
Sarbananda Sonowal, along with Union Ministers Kiren Rijiju, Jitendra Singh, Meenakshi Lekhi and Dr. Munjpara
Mahendrabhai launched the Yoga Break (Y-Break) mobile application in New Delhi.
37. a The India – Kazakhstan joint military exercise KAZIND-21 commenced at Training Node Aisha Bibi, Kazakhstan.
38. c A 200 personnel contingent of Indian Army will participate in Exercise ZAPAD, 2021, a Multi Nation exercise being held at
Nizhniy, Russia.
39. a A startup company of IIT Ropar has claimed that it has developed the world‘s first, state-of-the-art ‗Smart Bio-Filter‘ that can
make breathing fresh. Urban Air Laboratory says that its living-plant-based air purifier ―Ubreathe Life‖ amplifies the air
purification process in indoor spaces.
40. d Himachal Pradesh has achieved a unique distinction of achieving cent percent target of first dose of Covid-19 vaccination
above the age of 18 years.
41. a Assam Cabinet has decided to rename Rajiv Gandhi National Park as Orang National Park. There was a demand to restore the
original name of the Orang Wildlife Sanctuary.
42. c Tajikistan awarded the country‘s highest distinction to former Afghan defence minister Ahmad Shah Massoud and former
Afghan president Burhanuddin Rabbani.
43. b India‘s first bio-brick based building was inaugurated at Indian Institute of Technology-Hyderabad (IIT-H) by Director B.S.
Murty.
44. a Central banks in Australia, Singapore, Malaysia and South Africa will conduct a cross border payments trial using different
central bank digital currencies (CBDC) to assess if this allows transactions to be settled more cheaply and easily.
45. b Maharashtra Cabinet has decided to set up a Science City in Pune.
46. b The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will set up a committee to scrutinise applications and give recommendations on new
umbrella entity (NUE) licences. The five-member committee will be headed by RBI chief general manager P Vasudevan.
47. c The New Development Bank (NDB) established by the BRICS ((Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) countries in
2015 has approved Bangladesh as its new member.
48. c Every year, September 2, 2021, is observed as World Coconut Day. This day is celebrated to emphasize and raise awareness
about the importance as well as benefits of coconuts. Coconut, also known as ‗Nariyal‘ in Hindi, is one of the most loved and
versatile fruits.
49. c The government set up a 12-member committee to review the existing guidelines of the Journalist Welfare Scheme (JWS). The
committee, headed by Prasar Bharti Board member Ashok Tandon, is expected to give its report in two months.
50. b Cristiano Ronaldo set the world record for most international goals, surpassing Iran‘s Ali Daei tally of 109 goals in
international football.
51. d Ladakh adopted two endangered species, snow leopard and black-necked crane, as State animal and State bird, two years after
it was carved out as a separate Union Territory (UT) from the erstwhile State of J&K.
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52. a In the overall list, Virat Kohli is the fourth sporting celebrity to reach the 150 million mark on the photo-blogging platform.
53. b Arunachal Pradesh government has launched two ambitious schemes, one in agriculture sector called ‗AtmaNirbhar Krishi
Yojna‘ and the other for horticulture named ‗AtmaNirbhar Bagwani Yojna‘.
54. c The India Pavilion in Expo-2020 Dubai starting on 1st of October is set to showcase a resurgent India‘s march to becoming a
five Trillion dollar economy in the post-COVID world.
55. a The Gujarat Government will host 12th Defence Expo-2022 in Gandhinagar next year.
56. a Yoshihide Suga will step down as Japanese Prime Minister amid increasing anger over his government‘s handling of COVID19.
57. a The New Development Bank (NDB) set up by the BRICS group of nations had admitted the United Arab Emirates, Uruguay
and Bangladesh as members in its first expansion push.
58. c The new International Labour Organization (ILO) report on social protection exposes the huge gaps in social protection
coverage around the world, with 47% of people having no social protection at all, and a further 22% lacking full protection in
line with international labour standards.
59. a Ayush Ministry has launched the campaign AYUSH AAPKE DWAR from more than 45 locations across the country.
60. c Hansa New Generation trainer aircraft designed and developed by CSIR-NAL in Bengaluru has successfully made its maiden
flight.
61. c Dorje Angchuk of the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, an autonomous institute of the Department of Science & Technology
(DST), Govt. of India, is also the first Indian to bag the position in the prestigious body.
62. c 16 teams are playing in this edition of the oldest club football tournament in Asia while two renowned clubs of Kolkata, East
Bengal and Mohun Bagan are not participating.
63. a NASA‘s newest Mars rover may have successfully collected its first rock sample for return to Earth, after last month‘s attempt
came up empty.
64. a Union Health Minister Mansukh Mandaviya participated in G-20 Health Ministers Meeting 2021 hosted by Italian Presidency
on the theme – People, Planet and Prosperity.
65. c India is set to induct the Dhruv surveillance ship which can track nuclear missiles and satellites from a distance.
66. a Karbi Anglong district is one of the 34 administrative districts of Assam in India.
67. c Coal India Limited under the Ministry of Coal has launched a new software named Spectral Enhancement SPE which will help
in identifying thin coal seams under the earth crust.
68. a El Salvador‘s top court has ruled that the country‘s president can serve two consecutive terms
69. c Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan conferred AICTE- Visvesvaraya Best Teacher Award on 17 faculty members
in Engineering and Technology at a function in New Delhi.
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70. c International Day of Clean Air for blue skies is celebrated on 7 September.
71. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi has topped a global approval rating leaving behind all contemporary Heads of State and Heads
of Government.
72. c At Tokyo Paralympics, in its best ever performance India bagged 19 medals with five Gold, eight Silver and six bronze. Indian
finished 24th in the medals tally.
73. c India is the first Asian Country to launch a plastics pact.
74. c Sai Prasad from IIT Bombay won the first position for her innovative idea of a skin spray gun which helps in the rapid healing
of wounds using the patient‘s own skin during the Dr APJ Abdul Kalam International Innovation Conclave which ended at
Chandigarh University.
75. a The three-day long 28th edition of Singapore-India Maritime Bilateral Exercise SIMBEX concluded.
76. c Walmart-owned digital payments firm PhonePe has launched PhonePe Pulse, India‘s first interactive platform with data,
insights and trends on digital payments in the country.
77. a The Times Higher Education (THE) World University Rankings 2022 has been announced. The University of Oxford is at the
top of the list, followed by California Institute of Technology and Harvard University at the second and third positions,
respectively.
78. b The Union Minister of State for Railways, Raosaheb Danve has said that a special train named Modi train will be launched
from suburban Dadar station to run to Konkan region for Ganesh festival on September 7.
79. b The Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bengaluru, is placed between the 301-350 position. Incidentally, it is also the only
university in the top 350 rankings.
80. d International Vulture Awareness Day (IVAD) falls on the first Saturday in September every year and is a way to show the
human kind‘s appreciation for vultures and the ecosystem services they provide.
81. c India‘s Suhas Lalinakere Yathiraj has bagged a historic silver after going down fighting against top seed Lucas Mazur of
France in the men‘s singles SL4 class final at the Tokyo Paralympics.
82. d Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla reached Vienna to attend 5th World Conference of Speakers of Parliament by the Austrian
Parliament, Inter-Parliamentary Union and the United Nations.
83. c The NAMASYA App provides a platform to highlight the Company‘s efforts towards development of MSEs.
84. c Chandigarh now has its first pollen calendar, which can identify potential allergy triggers and provide a clear understanding for
clinicians as well as allergy sufferers about their causes to help limit their exposure during high pollen loads.
85. a President and the Supreme Commander of Indian Armed Forces, Ram Nath Kovind presented the President‘s Colour to Indian
Naval Aviation at INS Hansa, Goa.
86. c Bangladesh Information and Broadcasting Minister Dr. Hasan Mahmud inaugurated the Bangabandhu Media Centre at the
Press Club of India in New Delhi.
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87. b Among the cranes and containers of the port of Rotterdam is a surreal sight: a herd of cows peacefully feeding on board what
calls itself the world‘s first floating farm.
88. a The bilateral exercise – AUSINDEX between Indian Navy and Royal Australian Navy commenced in Australia.
89. c Researchers at the Indian Institute of Science Education and Research (IISER) Bhopal have sequenced the genome of Giloy, a
plant known for its medicinal properties.
90. a Writer Namita Gokhale has been chosen as the recipient of the seventh Yamin Hazarika Woman of Substance Award.
91. a Environment, Forest and Climate Change Minister Bhupender Yadav dedicated the first functional Smog Tower in India at
Anand Vihar, Delhi.
92. c The Task Force will be headed by Additional Secretary in the Ministry of Coal.
93. c India and Kazakhstan carried out the 5th edition of the annual bilateral joint exercise KAZIND-21 strengthing military
diplomacy between the two countries.
94. a Cuba became the first country in the world to vaccinate children from the age of two against Covid-19, using home-grown jabs
not recognized by the World Health Organization.
95. c El Salvador became the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender, a real-world experiment proponents say will
lower commission costs for billions of dollars sent home from abroad but which critics warned may fuel money laundering.
96. a Anvesh, India‘s first floating missile test range, will commence its sea trials.
97. c The Tamil Nadu State government announced that a 500-sqkm dugong conservation reserve will soon be set up in the Palk
Bay.
98. d Indian para shuttler Pramod Bhagat created history at the Tokyo Paralympics 2020 as he became India‘s first badminton player
to win a gold medal in the history of the para Games.
99. c Indian opener Rohit Sharma scored his first overseas Test hundred as he smashed 127 runs in the third innings of the fourth
Test match against England.
100. d The 8th of September was proclaimed International Literacy Day by UNESCO in 1966 to remind the international community
of the importance of literacy for individuals, communities and societies, and the need for intensified efforts towards more
literate societies.
101. c The government appointed commerce and industry minister Piyush Goyal as India‘s Sherpa for the G20.
102. a Mullah Mohammad Hassan, the little-known head of the Taliban‘s leadership council, was named as acting prime minister.
103. c The theme for the Summit is BRICS@15: Intra-BRICS cooperation for continuity, consolidation and consensus. India had
outlined four priority areas for its Chairship.
104. d Leading Sydney barrister Hament Dhanji SC has been appointed as a judge of the Supreme Court of NSW.

MANTHAN September, 2021

Page : 131

MANTHAN Current Affairs Supplement – September, 2021
105. b As per the reports, Dubai Electricity and Water Authority (DEWA) inaugurated the world‘s first green mosque, which also
received platinum rating for green buildings by the Leadership for Energy and Environmental Design (LEED v4) from the US
Green Buildings Council (USGBC) with 83 points.
106. a Adobe Inc. has appointed Prativa Mohapatra as vice president and managing director for Adobe India, making her the first
woman to lead the global software maker‘s operations in the country.
107. b Uttarakhand Governor Baby Rani Maurya has resigned from the Post.
108. a Gujarat Government has signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with Amazon India to boost the export of MSME
sector.
109. a Star Indian golfer Jeev Milkha Singh has become the first professional golfer in the world to receive the prestigious 10-year
Dubai Golden Visa in recognition of his outstanding achievements in the sport.
110. b Razan Al Mubarak, the Managing Director of both the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi and the Mohamed bin Zayed
Species Conservation Fund, was elected President of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), one of the
world‘s largest and best-known conservation institutions.
111. d Union ministers Rajnath Singh and Nitin Gadkari inaugurated an emergency landing strip at Gandhav Bhakasar section on
National Highway-925 in Barmer, Rajasthan for Indian Air Force (IAF) planes.
112. d India will be hosting the inaugural India-Australia 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue on 11 September 2021 in New Delhi. H.E. Ms.
Marise Payne, Foreign Minister, and H.E. Mr. Peter Dutton, Defence Minister, of Australia will be visiting India on 10-12
September 2021 to take part in the Dialogue.
113. c The world‘s largest plant designed to suck carbon dioxide out of the air and turning it into rock started running in Iceland.
114. c IIT Madras has topped the Rankings in the overall category in National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF).
115. b State-owned Bank of Baroda announced the launch of its digital banking platform ‗bob World‘, aimed at providing all banking
services under one roof.
116. b Tamil Nadu looking to expand its footprint in green energy, the state is likely to see a $5-10 billion renewable sector
investment with Danish participation, including an energy island in the Gulf of Mannar.
117. c The International Olympic Committee (IOC) has suspended North Korea until the end of 2022 after it failed to send a team to
the Tokyo Games.
118. d The International Day to Protect Education from Attack is an international observance established by a unanimous decision of
the United Nations General Assembly in 2020. It is observed on September 9 of each year.
119. a British writer Susanna Clarke won the prestigious Women‘s Prize for Fiction for her mind-tweaking fantasy novel ‗Piranesi‘ a book that chronic illness made her fear she would never get to write.
120. d Ayaan Shankta won the third place in the 8-14 age category for his project Conservation and Rehabilitation of Powai Lake.
121. b President was speaking at the function of foundation stones laying for Uttar Pradesh National Law University and new building
complex of Allahabad High Court in Prayagraj.
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122. c The Bhupesh Baghel government has included all seven districts of the Maoist-hit Bastar division in its ‗Millet Mission‘
launched.
123. c One of the greenest districts of Gujarat is now also home to state‘s first green university. Vallabh Vidyanagar-based Sardar
Patel University (SPU) in Anand district has been accredited as the first green university of Gujarat with platinum ranking.
124. c Gujarat chief minister Vijay Rupani tendered his resignation to governor Acharya Devvratas and said he is ready to take new
responsibilities assigned to him by the party.
125. c India and Japan held their sixth Maritime Affairs Dialogue in a virtual format.
126. c The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India (Irdai) has said the limit of guarantee under surety insurance
contracts should not exceed 30 per cent of the project value.
127. c Researchers want to use the space telescope, the largest and most powerful ever built, to look back in time over 13.5 billion
years to see the first stars and galaxies that formed, a few hundred million years after the Big Bang.
128. c In US Open Tennis, second seed Daniil Medvedev cruised into the Men‘s Singles finals after producing a dominant
performance to overcome 12th seed Canadian Felix Auger-Aliassime in New York.
129. c Hindi Day is celebrated every year on 14 September marking the declaration of Hindi language as official language of Union
government of India.
130. a Ladhpura Khas, a village in Madhya Pradesh‘s Niwari district, has been nominated in the ‗Best Tourism Village‘ category for
the United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) Award.
131. b Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M. K. Stalin announced that an Archeological Museum of Artefacts on the existence of Ancient
Tamils will be set-up at Tirunelveli.
132. a Nagaland Governor RN Ravi has been appointed as Governor of Tamil Nadu.
133. d Union Minister for Power and New and Renewable Energy R. K. Singh met Denmark‘s Minister for Climate, Energy and
Utilities Dan Jørgensen in New Delhi. The two ministers jointly launched ‗Centre of Excellence on Offshore Wind‘ as part of
the GreenStrategic Partnership.
134. c Union Cabinet approved the Production Linked Incentive Scheme for Textiles. Under it, the incentives worth 10,683 crore
rupees will be provided over five years. Textiles Minister, Piyush Goyal said, this will positively impact states like Gujarat,
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Odisha.
135. a Prime Minister Najib Mikati, a billionaire who has already twice served as premier, will lead a cabinet of ministers that will
preside over an economic depression which the World Bank considers one of the world‘s worst since the mid-19th century.
136. b Investment platform Kuvera.in has tied up with Amazon Pay India to provide its wealth management services to Amazon Pay‘s
users.
137. c Watertech startup Maithri Aquatech Pvt Ltd has set up the world‘s first water-from-air bottling water plant with a capacity of
generating 2.5 million litres per annum and bottling 3.4 million bottles per annum in Hyderabad.
138. c Union Minister of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Narendra Singh Tomar visited the Indian International Trade Saffron
Spice Park at Pampore and inspected various departments of the processing unit.
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139. a Rising British sensation Emma Raducanu beat Leylah Fernandez of Canada to win Women‘s Singles title at US Open Tennis.
140. c Sardar Iqbal Singh Lalpura took charge as the Chairman, National Commission for Minorities in the presence of Minority
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi in New Delhi.
141. c The farmers of the country are getting the benefit of PM-KUSUM scheme. Under the scheme, Haryana has stood first in the
country in the installation of off-grid solar pumps under the Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha Evam Utthan Mahabhiyan
(PMKUSUM) by installing 14,418 pumps against the sanctioned 15,000 pumps for the year 2020-21.
142. c Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs in collaboration with the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology launched
the pilot drive ‗Main Bhi Digital 3.0‘
143. b Bhupendra Rajnikant Patel will be the next Chief Minister of Gujarat.
144. b ‗Medicines from the Sky‘ project launched to send medicines to Primary Health Care Centres using drones. The project was
launched at Vikarabad in Telangana.
145. a King Mohammed VI of Morocco has appointed Aziz Akhannouch of the liberal National Rally of Independents (RNI) party as
Prime Minister and asked him to form a government.
146. d Paytm Money has partnered with investment tech startup WealthDesk to offer investment portfolios that will be called
‗WealthBasket‘.
147. d Researchers have completed a comprehensive online map of the world‘s coral reefs by using more than 2 million satellite
images from across the globe. The Allen Coral Atlas, named after late Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen, will act as a reference
for reef conservation, marine planning and coral science as researchers try to save these fragile ecosystems that are being lost
to climate change.
148. b Championship leader Max Verstappen and defending champion Lewis Hamilton crashed out of the Italian Grand Prix, which
was won by McLaren‘s Daniel Ricciardo.
149. a Daniil Medvedev shattered Novak Djokovic‘s Grand Slam dream with a straight sets victory in the US Open final denying the
world number one a record-breaking 21st major men‘s singles title.
150. d International Day for South-South Cooperation is on 12 September.
151. a Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of Raja Mahendra Pratap Singh State University in Aligarh, Uttar
Pradesh.
152. d A two-day conference of the Tourism and Culture Ministers of the North Eastern states has begun in Guwahati.
153. d Tamil Nadu Government has increased reservation for women in Government jobs from 30 per cent to 40 per cent.
154. d England to be 1st country to require new homes to include EV chargers.
155. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated in the first-ever in-person summit of Quad leaders in US on September 24 along
with President Joe Biden, Australia PM Scott Morrison and Japan PM Yoshihide Suga.
156. c HDFC MF has launched its first international fund, tracking MSCI World Index
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157. a Paytm Payments Bank has launched the country‘s first FASTag-based Metro parking facility, in partnership with the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC).
158. c Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav and United States Special Presidential Envoy for Climate John Kerry launched
Climate Action and Finance Mobilisation Dialogue under India-US Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership.
159. d India is set to conduct the first user trial of nuke capable intercontinental-range ballistic missile (ICBM) Agni-V signalling its
early induction in the armed forces.
160. d In 2007 the United Nations General Assembly resolved to observe 15 September as the International Day of Democracy—with
the purpose of promoting and upholding the principles of democracy—and invited.
161. a India will host the defence ministers of African nations on the sidelines of the next edition of India‘s mega defence exhibition –
the DefExpo – to be held at Gandhinagar in Gujarat in March next year.
162. d With an aim to break the language barrier that many students face when they join institutes of higher education, IIT-Bombay
launched ‗Project Udaan‘, that enables translation of textbooks and other study material related to engineering and other
streams.
163. c Tamil Nadu Government has set up a new Police Commision to get to know the demands and needs of cops.
164. b The Union Information and Broadcasting Ministry launched its account on social media platform Telegram to counter fake
news.
165. b India and UK aim to launch negotiations on a free trade agreement (FTA) by November this year, expect to sign an interim
agreement involving high-priority products and services by March next year, and later conclude a comprehensive agreement.
166. a Union Bank of India has become one of the first few banks in Asia Pacific region to tangibly demonstrate its commitment
towards achieving ambitious environmental and responsible lending, reducing its carbon footprint.
167. c The RBI and the Monetary Authority of Singapore have announced a project to link their respective fast payment systems,
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and PayNow.
168. a The country‘s largest open air fernery was inaugurated at Ranikhet in Uttarakhand‘s Almora district by well-known expert on
ferns Nilambar Kunetha.
169. d Tata Steel commissioned a 5 tonnes per day (TPD) carbon capture plant at its Jamshedpur Works, making it the country‘s first
steel company to adopt such a carbon capture technology that extracts CO2 directly from the Blast Furnace gas.
170. a Every year on the second Saturday of September, World First Aid Day is observed to promote awareness about how first aid
can save several lives.
171. c Chennai will host country‘s first Para Triathlon on September 26. It will be organised along with Triathlon and Mixed Relay
(Q) ITF Open starting September 24 at the Centre for Sports Science (CSS), Sri Ramachandra University Campus in the city.
172. c Retired Lt. General Gurmeet Singh is the new Governor of Uttarakhand.
173. c NITI Aayog has launched a report on ‗Reforms in Urban Planning Capacity in India‘.
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174. b India will produce more than three times nuclear power and it is expected to reach 22 thousand 480 MegaWatt by the year
2031.
175. c In order to promote door to door digital banking and financial services in remote areas of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha launched Mission ‗One Gram Panchayat-One DIGI-Pay Sakhi‘, at Jammu & Kashmir Entrepreneurship
Development Institute (JKEDI) in Pampore.
176. b The highest and the most prestigious ―Rajbhasha Keerthi Puraskar‖ award was presented to National Mineral Development
Ltd. (NMDC), under Ministry of Steel during the Rajbhasha Diwas Samaroh in New Delhi.
177. b Chilean scientists have announced the discovery of the first-ever southern hemisphere remains of a type of Jurassic-era
―winged lizard‖ known as a pterosaur.
178. b Close to 17 percent of Bangladesh could be submerged by the rising sea level by 2050.
179. b The Indian Council of Cultural Relations (ICCR) announced the first edition of the ‗Global Buddhist Conference‘ and an
institution of the first award in Buddhist Studies
180. b World Ozone Day is observed on 16 September annually. On this day in 1987, the Montreal Protocol was signed. Since 1994,
World Ozone Day is celebrated which was established by the United Nations General Assembly. This day reminds people
about the depletion of the Ozone Layer and to find solutions to preserve it.
181. d Amritsar has become the first city in the northern region to implement City Visitor Information and Record Management
System (CVIRMS) under a pilot project which would not only alert the Police Department about nefarious elements entering
the city, but also act as a deterrent.
182. a India‘s first 4-km long 8-lane tunnel will also be built in this expressway, which will pass through Mukundara Tiger Reserve.
183. c US, UK and Australia have announced the formation of AUKUS - a new trilateral security partnership for Indo-Pacific region.
184. a State-run power sector lender PFC became the first Indian entity to launch Euro-denominated green bond with a €300-million
(about $352 million) issuance that was oversubscribed by 2.6 times by institutional investors across Asia and Europe.
185. d Sajjan Jindal-promoted JSW Steel has become the first steelmaker in the world to issue sustainability linked bonds (SLBs),
with a dollar-denominated issuance of $1 billion, or more than Rs 7,300 crore at current exchange rate.
186. c Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Anupriya Patel has said that the Gems and Jewellery sector contributes around
seven per cent to GDP and employs 50 lakh people.
187. c The biosphere reserve covers 700 kilometres of the Mura, Drava and Danube rivers and stretches across Austria, Slovenia,
Croatia, Hungary and Serbia.
188. c ‗Mangalyaan‘, India‘s Mars Orbiter Mission, was tracked from Fiji.
189. c The International Equal Pay Day, celebrated on 18 September, represents the longstanding efforts towards the achievement of
equal pay for work of equal value.
190. d Three Bangladeshi films have been selected for the 26th Busan International Film Festival (BIFF) to be held at Haeundae,
Busan in South Korea from 6-15 October.
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191. c Ernakulam has become the first district in India to initiate communication in the Motor Vehicles Department (MVD) through a
digital wireless network, with Transport Minister Antony Raju commissioning the service.
192. b Nagaland‘s first Software Technology Park of India to be inaugurated. The Minister will inaugurate the Software Technology
Parks of India Centre at Kohima and distribute the Kaushal Acharya Award and thereafter an inspection visit to ITI Kohima.
193. a Nitin Gadkari, Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways, has said that India‘s first electric highway is likely to come
up between Delhi and Jaipur soon.
194. b 15th Edition of Indo - Nepal Joint Military Training, Exercise Surya Kiran between Indian Army and Nepali Army is
commencing at Pithoragarh (UK).
195. c The Minister also announced that ―JIGYASA‖, a student-scientist connect programme of the Ministry of Science and
Technology, will be extended to cover schools in over 700 districts of India within one year.
196. b Albania‘s parliament voted in the first cabinet to be dominated by women since the multi-party system was introduced 30 years
ago.
197. d 100 per cent FDI was allowed in telecom equipment manufacturing and provision of IT enabled services.
198. b Any government or private employee can apply for Bharat (BH) series of centralised registration numbers in Odisha.
199. d National Sample Survey conducted the All India Debt & Investment Survey in 2019 which unfolded that the wealthiest 10
percent Indians possess 55.7 percent of total urban area assets
200. c World Bamboo Day is celebrated on September 18 annually. Bamboos are used for various purposes mainly in East and
Southeast Asia.
201. c Department of Justice launched the ―Ek Pahal‖ drive across the country from 17th September till 2nd October to encourage mass
registration under Tele-Law.
202. d Charanjit Singh Channi has been unanimously elected as leader of the Congress Legislature Party of Punjab, who would be
state‘s next Chief Minister.
203. a In Russia, the ruling United Russia party of incumbent President Vladimi Putin has retained a majority in parliament after a
three-day election.
204. c The World Economic Forum said its next annual meeting will be held in the Swiss ski resort town of Davos in January 2022,
making it the first major in-person congregation of the world leaders in almost two years since the deadliest pandemic hit the
world.
205. c Four candidates are competing in the September 29 vote to replace outgoing Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga, who will quit
when his term ends at the end of this month after serving only one year.
206. c The annual summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) was held in Tajikistan‘s capital city of Dushanbe in a
hybrid format
207. c In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha launched the Senior Citizens National
Helpline ―Elderline‖-14567 in J&K, at Raj Bhavan, Jammu.
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208. c J&K LG Manoj Sinha joins youth in event titled ―Pedal for Peace‖ in Srinagar
209. c Tata Consultancy Services, India‘s largest software exporter crossed $200 billion in market capitalisation as investors backed
technology service providers who are growing their business helping the digital transformation of global businesses.
210. b Education and Skill Development Minister Dharmendra Pradhan virtually presented Kaushalacharya Awards 2021 to 41 skill
trainers for their exemplary contribution to the skill ecosystem.
211. b In a significant step aimed at bolstering the outreach on critical child rights issues like combatting child labour, UN Secretary
General António Guterres has appointed Nobel laureate Kailash Satyarthi as one of its 17 Sustainable Development Goals
advocates, a role that is integral to advancing the 2030 agenda for sustainable development.
212. a Prasar Bharati Chief Exective Officer Shashi Shekhar Vempati launched e-Office Hindi portal at a function in New Delhi for
the benefit of the staff for their use in the daily routine work.
213. a Doing Business, a World Bank Group flagship publication, is annual studies measuring the regulations that enhance business
activity and those that constrain it.
214. a Union minister for road transport and highways, Nitin Gadkari, concluded a 2-day aerial survey of a mammoth project - an
expressway connecting India‘s political capital with the financial one.
215. a Philip Edward ―Brave‖ Davis QC MP is a Bahamian politician who is serving as Prime Minister of the Bahamas, since 17
September 2021 and Member of Parliament for Cat Island, Rum Cay & San Salvador since May 2002.
216. c Bharat Heavy Electricals Limited (BHEL) has successfully commissioned India‘s largest Floating Solar PV plant. Located at
NTPC Simhadri in Andhra Pradesh, the 25 MW floating SPV project covers an area of 100 acres.
217. b Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) launched a new mobile app ―PRAGATI‖ (Performance Review Application, Growth And
Trend Indicator) for use by its Development Officers.
218. a Scientists said artifacts unearthed in a cave in Morocco dating back as far as 120,000 years ago indicate that humans were
making specialized bone tools, skinning animals and then using tools to process these skins for fur and leather.
219. c Each year the International Day of Peace is observed around the world on 21 September.
220. b Indian filmmaker Payal Kapadia‘s documentary ―A Night of Knowing Nothing‖ has won the Amplify Voices Award at the
Toronto International Film Festival (TIFF).
221. c Hathei chilli, which is found in Manipur‘s Ukrul district and is known for its unique flavour, and Tamenglong mandarin orange
have been granted the Geographical Indication (GI) tag.
222. c Union Home Minister Amit Shah launched the Ujjwala 2.0 scheme during his day-long visit to Madhya Pradesh.
223. a The World Health Organization (WHO) September 20, 2021, announced the appointment of Gordon Brown, former Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, as its ambassador for Global Health Financing.
224. a Ukraine began joint military exercises with U.S. and other NATO troops at a time when neighbouring Russia and Belarus have
been holding large-scale drills that alarmed the West.
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225. d India improved its ranking by two places and stood at 46 on the Global Innovation Index 2021 on the back of a vibrant start-up
ecosystem and research by public and private organizations.
226. c Reserve Bank of India conducted open market purchase of Government Securities under the G-Sec Acquisition Programme
(G-SAP 2.0) for an aggregate amount of 15,000 crore rupees.
227. b India to be 3rd largest importer by 2050.
228. c The Sikkim government has declared ‗Cooper Mahseer‘ locally named ‗Katley‘ as the state fish.
229. b Eminent English author Ruskin Bond, Hindi writer Vinod Kumar Shukla and six others were selected for the Sahitya Akademi
Fellowship. The others who received the Fellowship are Sirshendu Mukhopadhyay (Bengali), M Leelavathy (Malayalam), Dr.
Bhalchandra Nemade (Marathi), Dr Tejwant Singh Gill (Punjabi), Swami Rambhadracharya (Sanskrit), Indira Parthasarthy
(Tamil).
230. b Deputy Director General of Military Nursing Service Brig S V Saraswati has been bestowed with the National Florence
Nightingale Award 2020.
231. d The Uttar Pradesh government is gearing up to develop an ‗Electronic Park‘ for electronic devices and accessories along the
Yamuna Expressway near Noida.
232. b The Ministry of Education has formed the National Steering Committee for the development of National Curriculum
Frameworks. The committee will be chaired by former ISRO Chairman Dr K Kasturirangan.
233. a Government has decided to appoint Air Marshal V R Chaudhari, presently Vice Chief of Air Staff, as the next Chief of the
Indian Air Force.
234. c Indian Naval Ships Shivalik and Kadmatt arrived at Jakarta, Indonesia on 18 Sep 21 to participate in the 3 rd edition of Bilateral
Exercise ‗Samudra Shakti‘ with the Indonesian Navy scheduled off the approaches to Sunda Strait.
235. a The 6th Edition of SCO Exercise Peaceful Mission : 2021 hosted by Russia started at Orenburg Region of South West Russia.
236. b A study by Indian scientists has shown how conditions and events in the solar atmosphere like coronal mass ejections influence
the accuracy of space weather prediction, which is crucial for the health of our satellites. This understanding will aid the
interpretation of data from the upcoming Aditya-L1, India‘s first solar mission.
237. c Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav announced that India now has 10 International Blue Flag beaches with the addition of
Kovalamand Eden beaches this year and recertification for 8 beaches which got the tag last year.
238. d Seasoned administrator Raninder Singh was re-elected as the president of the National Rifle Association of India (NRAI).
239. a India‘s Shefali Juneja has been elected as the first woman Chairperson of the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO)
Aviation Security Committee.
240. b Climbers from Pune have scaled the 6,510-metre peak Mt Manda-I in Himalaya by a route that is considered highly difficult.
241. b Gujarat has retained the best performing state recognition by topping the State Food Safety Index 2020-21. The index is made
by Food Safety Standards Authority of India (FSSAI).
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242. d Department of Animal Husbandry and Dairying signed Memorandum of Understanding with Bill and Melinda Gates
Foundation to support India‘s livestock sector.
243. b Billionaire Gautam Adani said his group will invest $20 billion over the next 10 years in renewable energy generation and
component manufacturing and will produce the world‘s cheapest green electron.
244. a India and Nepal began a 14-day combined battalion-level military exercise, called ‗Surya Kiran‘, in Uttarakhand‘s Pithoragarh.
245. d According to the available data, the Khavda renewable energy park in Kutch will be the world‘s largest and will finally
generate around 30GW of clean energy and will be spread over 72,600 hectares.
246. b The Union Steel Minister, Shri Ram Chandra Prasad Singh launched the Dashboard 2.0 of the Ministry of Steel developed by
the NICSI.
247. b Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has been conferred with SDG Progress award for Bangladesh‘s steady progress in achieving the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by the UN sponsored Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN).
248. b Star Indian cueist Pankaj Advani grabbed his 24th world title when he triumphed at the IBSF 6-Red Snooker World Cup with a
victory over Pakistan‘s Babar Masih in the final.
249. b The first edition of the Himalayan Film Festival is held in the Leh, capital city of Ladakh from September 24.
250. c The UN General Assembly has proclaimed 23 September as the International Day of Sign Languages in order to raise
awareness of the importance of sign language in the full realization of the human rights of people who are deaf.
251. b India‘s first cooperative conference was held at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium in New Delhi on September 25 where Union
Home Minister and Minister for Cooperation Amit Shah will address more than 2,000 cooperative members.
252. b Fuel retailer BPCL and SBI Card announced the launch of a co-branded RuPay contactless credit card, offering fuel and other
benefits.
253. b Somalia has hosted its first public film-screening in 30 years - raising hopes of a cultural revival in the war-ravaged country.
254. c The Norges Bank become the first major Western central bank to raise interest rates following the onset of the coronavirus
pandemic.
255. d The EU aims to have a common charging port for mobile phones, tablets and headphones under a European Commission
proposal presented in a world first, with the move impacting iPhone maker Apple more than its rivals.
256. a India hosted the first India-United Kingdom Consular Dialogue through video conferencing. At this inaugural Consular
Dialogue, the two sides discussed ways to further strengthen people-to-people contacts between the two countries as part of the
India-UK 2030 roadmap.
257. c India has conducted flight-test of the 5,000-km range Agni V missile with the 1st user trial of Intercontinental-Range Ballistic
Missile (ICBM) indicating its early induction in the Armed Forces.
258. a In a rare discovery, teeth of new species of hybodontshark of Jurassic age have been reported for the first time from
Rajasthan‘s Jaisalmer.
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259. a Fairooz Faizah Beether of Bangladesh has been chosen for the 2021 Changemaker Award for her work promoting good health
and well-being by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.
260. d World Rhino Day is marked every year on 22 September to create awareness about the different kinds of Rhinoceros species as
well as the dangers they face.
261. d India has been elected as the external auditor to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), a prestigious institution that
promotes peaceful use of nuclear energy, for a period of six years from 2022 to 2027 after beating Germany and the United
Kingdom among other counties. India‘s comptroller and auditor general GC Murmu was selected as the external auditor of
IAEA.
262. b Senior BJP MLA Nimaben Acharya has become the first woman Speaker of the Gujarat Legislative Assembly as the
opposition Congress has supported her nomination for the post.
263. b The World Tourism Organization (UNWTO) is the United Nations agency responsible for the promotion of responsible,
sustainable and universally accessible tourism. UNWTO Headquarters are based in Madrid, Spain since 1976.
264. d Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the 76th session of UN General Assembly.
265. d NHPC‘s 510 MW Teesta-V Power Station located in the Himalayan State of Sikkim has been conferred with the prestigious
Blue Planet Prize by International Hydropower Association (IHA), a London based non-profit membership association
operating in 120 countries.
266. c Debabrata Mukherjee, who is currently serving as Chief Marketing Officer at the United Breweries Group, has been elected as
the chairman of Audit Bureau of Circulations (ABC) for the year 2021-2022 the non-profit circulation-auditing organisation.
267. b The International Astronomical Union has named a crater at the Moon‘s south pole after the Arctic explorer Matthew Henson,
a Black man who in 1909 was one of the first people to stand at the very top of the world.
268. a Gukesh, India‘s youngest-ever Grandmaster, will have little time to celebrate as he heads for his next event in Bulgaria. He will
be featuring at the U-21 Junior Open event which will be held in Plovdiv, Bulgaria.
269. c Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) officer Geeta Samota created history as she became the ―fastest Indian‖ to summit two
peaks located in Africa and Russia.
270. a Former United Nations under-secretary-general and executive director of UN Women, Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, has been
named this year‘s recipient of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 2021 Global Goalkeeper Award.
271. a Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay stands among top 22 per cent in the 2022 QS Graduate Employability Rankings. As
per the release, in last one year, IIT Bombay has moved up in the range from 111-120 to 101-110 rankings in QS Graduate
Employability Rankings 2022.
272. c Union Information and Broadcasting Minister Anurag Thakur will inaugurate high power transmitters at world‘s highest radio
station at Humbatingla in Kargil.
273. a The Government will launch a month-long nationwide Clean India Drive to clean waste, mainly single-use plastic from 1st
October to 31st October this year.
274. b President Ram Nath Kovind conferred the National Service Scheme Awards for 2019-20 from Rashtrapati Bhawan through
virtual mode.
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275. a Troops from China and Pakistan launched a joint anti-terror exercise as part of SCO Regional Anti-Terrorism Structure
(RATS).The opening ceremony of the Joint Anti-Terrorist Exercise (JATE)-2021 was held at the National Counter Terrorism
Centre (NCTC) Pabbi in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa.
276. c Stressed loans, which are in default for more than 60 days or classified as non-performing assets (NPA), can be transferred to
ARCs.
277. b Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) has taken a historic initiative to set up Odisha‘s first ever Tussar Silk Yarn
Production Centre at Choudwar in Cuttack district.
278. b The United Nations World Food Programme (WFP) and the International Crops Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics
(ICRISAT) have joined hands to take up programmes and research to improve food, nutrition security and livelihoods in the
country against the impacts of climate change.
279. d Lewis Hamilton became the first Formula One driver to win 100 races with victory in the Russian Grand Prix to retake the
championship lead from Max Verstappen.
280. c Every year on 25 September, World Pharmacists Day is observed and celebrated across the world.
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