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PREFACE 
 

 

Dear Students, 

 

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our 

team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the 

section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations. 

 

 

Happy Reading 

 

 

Team CL 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

National 

 

India‘s biggest floating solar power plant to be set up at Ramagundam in Telangana 

 India‘s biggest floating solar power plant with a capacity of 100 MW will be set up at Ramagundam in 

Telangana. The project expected to be opened in May, is being set up at Ramagundam thermal power plant 

reservoir. 

 The solar project is commissioned by the National Thermal Power Corporation (NTPC). The project, which 
is estimated to cost around 423 crore rupees, will have 4.5 lakh photovoltaic panels. 

 The solar panels will cover 450-acre area of the reservoir and can be expanded in the future. NTPC‘s efforts to 

set up floating solar power projects is aimed at reducing its carbon footprints and accelerate its green energy 
production to 30 per cent of its capacity. 

 The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam on 

Narmada river in Madhya Pradesh. The project costing 3,000 crore rupees is expected to start power 
generation only by 2022-23. 

Telangana is a state in India situated on the south-central stretch of the Indian peninsula on the high Deccan 

Plateau. On 2 June 2014, the area was separated from the northwestern part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly 

formed state with Hyderabad as its capital. It is a land locked state in India. Kalvakuntla Chandrashekhar Rao 
has been serving as the first and current Chief Minister of Telangana since 2014. Tamilisai Soundararajan is an 

Indian medical doctor serving as current Governor of Telangana. 

 

NTPC Limited, formerly known as National Thermal Power Corporation Limited, is an Indian Central Public 
Sector Undertaking, engaged in the business of generation of electricity and allied activities. It is a company 
incorporated under the Companies Act 1956 and is owned by the Ministry of Power, Government of India. The 

headquarters of the company is situated at New Delhi. 

First farm-based solar power plant comes up in Rajasthan 

 Rajasthan Renewable Energy Corporation Ltd commissioned farm-based solar power project under the 

PM-KUSUM scheme. 

 The project, established on 3.5 acres of farmland at Bhaloji village, Kotputli, in Jaipur, is the first of 623 farm-

based solar projects selected by RRECL for generating 722 megawatt (MW) capacity in the state under the 
first phase of the PM-KUSUM scheme. Rajasthan has become the first state to commission the project 

which will help the farmers earn additional income through their unused land. 

Pradhan Mantri Kisan Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan (KUSUM) Yojana was launched by 

the Government of India to increase the income of farmers and provide sources for irrigation and de-

dieselising the agricultural sector. Under Kusum Yojana, a group of farmers, farmers, panchayats, cooperatives 

can apply to install solar pumps. The scheme was launched in 2019. 
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Nation pays befitting tribute to Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji on his 400
th

 Parkash Purab 

 Nation pays a befitting tribute to 9
th

 Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, on his 400
th

 Parkash Purab. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the meeting of the High Level Committee to commemorate 400

th
 

Birth Anniversary also known as Prakash Purab of Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji through video conferencing. 

 The HLC was constituted by the Union Government on 24
th

 October 2020, to approve policies, plans and 

programs related to the commemoration of the 400
th

 birth anniversary of Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji along 

with supervision of the events. The HLC has 70 members including the Prime Minister as Chairman. 

Guru Tegh Bahadur was a ninth of ten Gurus who founded the Sikh religion and he was head of the followers of 

Sikhism from 1665 until his beheading in 1675. He was born in Amritsar, Punjab, India in 1621 and was the 

youngest son of Guru Hargobind Sahib, the sixth Sikh guru. In 1675 Guru Tegh Bahadur was executed 

in Delhi on 11 November under the orders of the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. According to J.S. Grewal, a 
scholar of Sikh history, Guru Tegh Bahadur decided to confront the religious persecution of Kashmiri Hindus by 

the Mughal officials. Sikh holy premises Gurudwara Sis Ganj Sahib and Gurdwara Rakab Ganj Sahib in Delhi 

mark the places of execution and cremation of Guru Tegh Bahadur. His martyrdom is remembered as the 
Shaheedi Divas of Guru Tegh Bahadur every year on 24 November. The fifth Sikh Guru Arjan was arrested 

under the orders of the Mughal Emperor Jahangir and asked to convert to Islam. He refused, was tortured and 

executed in 1606 CE. Guru Nanak was the founder of Sikhism and is the first of the ten Sikh Gurus. 

Arch of world‘s highest railway bridge on Chenab River in J-K completed 

 The Indian Railways achieved a major milestone by completing the arch closure of the world‘s highest 
railway bridge over river Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir. The 5.6-metre last piece of metal was fitted at the 

highest point and joined the two arms of the arch that currently stretch towards each other from both the banks. 

 It completed the shape of the arch that will then loom over the treacherous river Chenab in Jammu, flowing some 
359 metres below. The bridge is part of the Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla rail link project. The 1.3-

kilometre-long bridge aims to boost connectivity to the Kashmir Valley. 

 It is 35-metre higher than the Eiffel Tower in France and the bridge is expected to be completed by next year. 
The overall weight of the arch is 10,619 MT, and the bridge is being constructed at the cost of `1,486 crore. 

Indian Railways (IR) is the fourth-largest railway network in the world by size. There are a total of 18 Railway 

zones. South Coast Railway Zone is the newest and 18
th

 railway zone, headquartered at Visakhapatnam, Andhra 

Pradesh. Piyush Vedprakash Goyal is currently serving as the Minister of Railways and Commerce in the 
Government of India. He was elected as the BJP candidate from Maharashtra for the Rajya Sabha on 3 June 

2016. The practice of a separate Railway Budget was started by the British in 1924 under the recommendation of 

a 10-member Acworth Committee headed by British economist William Mitchell Acworth in 1920-21. On 21 

September 2016, Government of India approved the merger of the Railway Budget with the Union budget of 

India, and thus came to end — a 92-year-old practice of separate rail and general budgets. 

Justice N V Ramana appointed as 48
th

 Chief Justice of India 

 President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the 48
th

 Chief Justice of India, accepting 
the recommendation made by the outgoing CJI SA Bobde. Justice Ramana will have a term till August 26

th
 

next year. 

 Justice NV Ramana is the senior most judge in the Supreme Court after CJI Bobde. Born on August 27, 

1957, Justice Ramana has tenure till August 26, 2022. Justice NV Ramana was appointed a permanent 

judge of the Andhra Pradesh High Court in June 2000. He served as Chief Justice of the Delhi High Court 

before being elevated to the Supreme Court in February 2014. 

 As per the procedures for the appointment of members of the higher judiciary, ―the appointment to the office of 

the Chief Justice of India should be of the senior-most judge of the Supreme Court considered fit to hold 

the office‖. 

 As head of the Supreme Court, the chief justice is responsible for the allocation of cases and appointment of 

constitutional benches which deal with important matters of law. In accordance with Article 145 of 
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the Constitution of India and the Supreme Court Rules of Procedure of 1966, the chief justice allocates all 

work to the other judges who are bound to refer the matter back to him or her (for re-allocation) in any 
case where they require it to be looked into by a larger bench of more judges. 

 On the administrative side, the chief justice carries out the following functions: maintenance of the roster; 

appointment of court officials and general and miscellaneous matters relating to the supervision and 

functioning of the Supreme Court. 

 However this convention has been broken twice. In 1973, Justice A. N. Ray was appointed superseding 3 

senior judges. Also, in 1977 Justice Mirza Hameedullah Beg was appointed as the chief justice superseding 

Justice Hans Raj Khanna. 

The Supreme Court of India came into being on 28 January 1950. It replaced both the Federal Court of India 

and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council which were then at the apex of the Indian court system. The first 

Chief Justice of India was Sir H J Kania. Originally, the Constitution of India envisaged a supreme court with a 

chief justice and seven judges; leaving it to parliament to increase this number. At present, SC is consisting of 

the Chief Justice of India and 33 sanctioned other judges. The motto of the Supreme Court is ‗Yato 

Dharmastato Jayaḥ‘, means ―whence law (dharma), thence victory‖. It is also referred to – as the wheel of 

righteousness, encompassing truth, goodness and equity. As per the Article 142 of the Constitution, it is the duty 

of the President of India to enforce the decrees of the Supreme Court and the court is conferred with the inherent 

jurisdiction to pass any order deemed necessary in the interest of justice. The Supreme Court has replaced 

the British Privy Council as the highest court of appeal. 

MoS for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9 

countries 

 Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended a consultation meeting of Education Ministers of 
E9 countries. The meeting was held on the theme, ‗E9 initiative: Scaling up digital learning to accelerate 

progress towards Sustainable Development Goal 4‘. 

 The consultation is the first of a three-phased process to co-create an initiative on digital learning and skills, 

targeting marginalised children and youth, especially girls. The initiative aims to accelerate recovery and 

advance the Sustainable Development Goal 4 agenda by driving rapid change in education systems in three 

of the 2020 Global Education Meeting priorities, support to teachers, investment in skills and narrowing of the 

digital divide. 

The E9 is a forum of nine countries, which was formed to achieve the goals of UNESCO‘s Education For All 

(EFA) initiative. The ―E‖ stands for education and the ―9‖ represents the following nine countries: Bangladesh, 

Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria and Pakistan representing over half of the world‘s 

population and 70% of the world‘s illiterate adults. E-9 Initiative was launched in 1993 at the EFA Summit in 

New Delhi, India. E-9 Initiative has become a forum for the countries to discuss their experiences related to 

education, exchange best practices, and monitor EFA-related progress. 

Cabinet approves PLI scheme - National Programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules 

 The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme on 

High Efficiency Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of Rs 

4,500 crore. 

 The National Programme on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules will reduce import dependence in a 

strategic sector like electricity and will also support the Atmanirbhar Bharat initiative. Solar capacity 
addition presently depends largely upon imported solar PV cells and modules as the domestic manufacturing 

industry has limited operational capacities of solar PV cells and modules. 

 Solar PV manufacturers will be selected through a transparent competitive bidding process and PLI will be 

disbursed for 5 years post commissioning of solar PV manufacturing plants, on sales of high efficiency solar 

PV modules. Manufacturers will be rewarded for higher efficiencies of solar PV modules and also for sourcing 

their material from the domestic market. Thus, the PLI amount will increase with increased module efficiency and 
increased local value addition. 
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Production Linked Incentive or PLI scheme is a scheme that aims to give companies incentives on incremental 

sales from products manufactured in domestic units. The scheme invites foreign companies to set up units in 

India, however, it also aims to encourage local companies to set up or expand existing manufacturing units and 

also to generate more employment and cut down the country‘s reliance on imports from other countries. It was 
launched in April 2020, for the Large Scale Electronics Manufacturing sector, but later towards the end of 2020 

was introduced for 10 other sectors. This scheme was introduced in line with India‘s Atmanirbhar 

Bharat campaign.  

Ramesh Pokhriyal launches NanoSniffer, a microsensor based explosive trace detector 

 Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched NanoSniffer, the world‘s first 

Microsensor-based Explosive Trace Detector (ETD). 

 The Nanosniffer has been developed by NanoSniff Technologies which is an IIT Bombay incubated startup. 
It is being marketed by Vehant Technologies, a spin-off from a former IIT Delhi incubated startup Kritikal 

Solutions. 

 NanoSniffer is a step towards Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s vision of a self-reliant India. NanoSniffer is 
a 100 per cent Made in India product in terms of research, development & manufacturing. The core technology 

of NanoSniffer is protected by patents in the U.S. & Europe. 

The Ministry of Education (MoE), previously the Ministry of Human Resource Development (1985-2020), is 
responsible for the implementation and formulation of the National Policy on Education approved by Union 
cabinet of India and to ensure that it is implemented in letter and spirit. The Ministry is held currently by Ramesh 

Pokhriyal Nishank. He represents the Haridwar Parliamentary constituency of Uttarakhand in the 17
th
 Lok 

Sabha. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is the First Minister of Education in the Indian. He is commonly remembered 

as Maulana Azad; the word Maulana is an honorific meaning ‗Our Master‘ and he had adopted Azad (Free) as his 

pen name. 

India hosts First Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors 

 India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually. The Finance 
Minister talked about thematic priorities for New Development Bank for discussion during 2021 and the 

issues of membership expansion. 

 Smt. Sitharaman also called for greater coordination among BRICS member countries on the issues of 16
th
 

general review of Quotas of IMF. The meeting was jointly Chaired by Union Minister for Finance & 

Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman and Governor, Reserve Bank of India, Shri. Shaktikanta Das. 

Participants included Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors of the BRICS countries. 

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China 

and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the 

induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia. The term 

―BRIC‖ is believed to be coined in 2001 by then-chairman of Goldman Sachs Asset Management, Jim O‘Neill, 

in his publication Building Better Global Economic BRICs. But, it was actually coined by Roopa Purushothaman 

who was a Research Assistant in the original report. 

Kutch pitched as India‘s first geopark 

 As many as 75 sites that could potentially be designated as a geopark - nationally protected areas housing 
heritage sites of geological importance - have been identified in the 200-million-year Kutch rift basin (KRB). 

 The details of these geosites, discovered by the geologists of Kutch University over the 20 years, have been 

recently published in the reputed journal of ‗The European Association for Conservation of Geological 

Heritage.‘ 

 The United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) has started recognizing 

geoparks across the world under its UNESCO Global Geopark programme with an objective of giving due 

recognition to these sites which can be an important source of study and research as well as preservation. 
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 The Geological Survey of India (GSI) has identified 26 geosites across the country to be developed as 

geoparks not a single from Kutch figures in the list. 

The Geological Survey of India (GSI) is a scientific agency of India. It was founded in 1851, is a Government of 
India Ministry of Mines organisation, one of the oldest of such organisations in the world and the second oldest 

survey in India after Survey of India (founded in 1767), for conducting geological surveys and studies of India, 

and also as the prime provider of basic earth science information to government, industry and general public, as 
well as the official participant in steel, coal, metals, cement, power industries and international geoscientific forums. 

J&K LG, Manoj Sinha launches JK Public Works- Online Management, Monitoring and 

Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS) 

 In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public 

Works- Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps- 
‗Hamari Sadak‘ & ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘ of J&K Public Works (R&B) department. 

 The online initiatives have been developed through the Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-

DAC) and J&K e-Governance agency. 

 Now, people can register and track their grievances regarding PW (R&B) department through ‗Hamari 

Sadak‘ app, while ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘ app will ensure effective project supervision by dynamic updation of 

project status by the field staff. 

Jammu and Kashmir is a region administered by India as a union territory and consists of the southern portion of 
the larger Kashmir region, which has been the subject of a dispute between India and Pakistan since 1947 and 

between India and China since 1962. The region of Jammu and Kashmir is separated by the Line of Control 
from the Pakistani-administered territories of Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-Baltistan in the west and north, 

respectively. Provisions for the formation of the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir were contained within the 

Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation Act, 2019, which was passed by both houses of the Parliament of India in 

August 2019. The act re-constituted the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two union territories, ‗Jammu 
and Kashmir‘ and ‗Ladakh‘, with effect from 31 October 2019. Manoj Sinha is the current Lieutenant 

Governor of Jammu and Kashmir. Girish Chandra Murmu was the first Lieutenant Governor of the Union 

Territory of Jammu and Kashmir till August 2020. 

IISc tops ARWU ranking 2020, Calcutta University best Indian varsity 

 The Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore) has secured the top position among the best higher 

education institutes in India, while Calcutta University became the best varsity in the country, as per the 

recently published Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU 2020). 

 As per the recently published Shanghai Ranking, the other top higher educational institutions in the 

country are- Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Madras) (rank 2-4), University of Delhi (rank 2-4), Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT-Delhi) (rank 5-7), Indian Institute of Technology (IIT-Kharagpur) (rank 5-7), 
Jawaharlal Nehru University (rank 5-7), Aligarh Muslim University (rank 8-9), Vellore Institute of Technology 

(rank 8-9), All India Institute of Medical Sciences (rank 10-15), Anna University (rank 10-15), Bharathiar 

University (rank 10-15), Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur (rank 10-15), Indian Institute of Technology 

Roorkee (rank 10-15), Indian Institutes of Science Education and Research (IISERs) (rank 10- 15). 

 Meanwhile worldwide, the Indian institutes are not even in the top 100 list, the best higher education 

institute, (IISc Bangalore) is in the category of 501- 600. 

 West Bengal CM Mamata Banerjee congratulated Calcutta University for securing the top position. 

Pleased to share that Calcutta University (CU) has been adjudged 1
st
 among all Indian universities for merit 

& performance, as per the renowned Shanghai Ranking or Academic Ranking of World Universities 2020. CU 

has also ranked 3
rd

 among all higher education institutes in India. 

Kiphire aspirational district ranked first in India‘s health and nutrition sector 

 Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the 
basic infrastructure among the aspirational districts in the country in 2021. 
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 NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said this at a meeting in Kiphire deputy commissioner‘s office. Amitabh Kant 

added that the health and nutrition sector and action plan for skill development of youth must be improved for the 
district to prosper. Kant assured of the central government‘s support for developmental activities in the district. 

Aspirational Districts Programme was launched in January 2018, as the ‗Transformation of Aspirational 

Districts‘ programme aims to quickly and effectively transform some of the most underdeveloped districts of 

the country. The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), Collaboration (of 
Central, State level ‗Prabhari‘ Officers & District Collectors), and Competition among districts driven by a Mass 

Movement or a Jan Andolan. 

Delhi-Meerut RRTS: Eco-friendly features of India‘s first Regional Rapid Transit System 

 The Delhi-Meerut Regional Rapid Transit System is set to become the nation‘s first RRTS corridor. The 
RRTS is a rail-based high-speed regional commuter transit system, which runs on high frequency, connecting 
big and metropolitan cities, towns as well as urban nodes across the National Capital Region (NCR). 

 This transit system aims to empower the public through access, address issues of economic as well as social 

exclusion. It also aims for balanced and sustainable economic development of the region. Besides, the RRTS 
will help in minimizing issues of energy consumption, severe congestion, and hazardous pollution. 

Chandigarh Model Jail India‘s first ‗Eat Right Campus‘ 

 The Model Jail, Chandigarh, has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖. The Food Safety 

and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has initiated the ―Eat Right Campus‖ to promote safe, healthy 
and sustainable food in campuses such as universities, colleges, hospitals, jail premises, etc, across the country. 

 The objective is to improve health of people and promote social and economic development of the country. 

 ―Eat Right India‖ aims at transforming India‘s food safety and nutritious environment through a judicious mix of 
regulatory, capacity building, collaborative and enforcement approaches, thereby protecting and advancing public 

health and improving the quality of life across all walks of life. 

 As part of ―Eat Right India‖, the ―Eat Right Campus‖ initiative has been launched for institutions, 

hospitals, jails, etc, to support them to ensure safe, healthy and sustainable food for people who spent a majority 

of their time in these campuses. 

 The FSSAI has created a benchmark on four different parameters on which the campuses are evaluated 

and certified as ―Eat Right Campuses‖. These parameters include food safety measures, steps to ensure 

provision of healthy and environmentally sustainable food and building awareness among individuals on the 

campus to make the right food choices. 

Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launches SARTHAQ initiative for 

implementation of NEP 

 Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched ‗Students‘ and Teachers‘ Holistic 

Advancement through Quality Education (SARTHAQ), the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 
implementation plan for school education. Mr Pokhriyal chaired a high-level meeting for implementation of 

NEP, in presence of higher education secretary Amit Khare, School Education secretary Anita Karwal and senior 

officials of the ministry. SARTHAQ initiative will help in the implementation of National Education Policy 

in the country. 

 This implementation plan was released as a part of the celebrations leading to the Amrit Mahotsav on 75 

years of Indian independence, an official statement said. SARTHAQ keeps in mind the concurrent nature of 

education and adheres to the spirit of federalism, the ministry said. 

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020), which was approved by the Union Cabinet of India on 29 July 

2020, outlines the vision of India‘s new education system. The new policy replaces the previous National Policy on 

Education, 1986. The policy is a comprehensive framework for elementary education to higher education as well as 
vocational training in both rural and urban India. The policy aims to transform India‘s education system by 2021.  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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International 

 

UNESCO ―World in 2030‖ Survey Report highlights youth concerns over climate change and 

biodiversity loss 

 UNESCO publishes its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the results of an interactive 
survey and consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 2020. 

 The report provides global insights into the most pressing challenges for peaceful societies over the next 
decade, including the specific worries people have and the solutions needed to overcome them. This was part of a 

new consultation process with a view to contribute to the organization‘s medium term strategy. 

 Climate change and loss of biodiversity was the biggest challenge by far, chosen by 67% of respondents. 
Respondents also highlighted violence and conflict (44%), discrimination and inequality (43%), and lack of 

food, water and housing (42%). 

 Education came out on top as a crucial solution to every single challenge - education-based solutions were 
found to be the number one solution for 7 of the 11 challenges included in the survey, and the number two 

solution for a further 3 challenges. Education was also highlighted as the area of society most needing to be 

rethought in light of the COVID-19 pandemic. To address this challenge, respondents favored investment in 
green solutions, education on sustainability, promoting international cooperation, and building trust in science. 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) is a specialized agency of the 
United Nations (UN) based in Paris. Audrey Azoulay appointed as the Director-general of the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), becoming the second female leader of the 

organization. India is sixth on the list of countries with 37 sites in the list. Italy leads with 54 sites. 

Japan sees earliest cherry blossom since 1400s - and scientists say it‘s down to climate change 

 Climate change has led to the earliest cherry blossom season in Japan in 1,200 years, experts say. 
Traditionally, cherry blossom season starts in early to mid-April with residents in Kyoto holding ―hanami‖ 

celebrations underneath trees to watch the flowers bloom. 

 The full bloom, or Sakura in Japanese, historically occurs on 17 April - but in more recent times, warmer and 

earlier springs have meant earlier blooms, according to climate change experts. Between 1971 and 2000, this 

specific type of tree was found to bloom on average a week earlier than all previous averages recorded in 

Kyoto - so 2021‘s bloom is the result of a long-standing trend. 

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the 
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126

th
 monarch 

according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official 

currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States 

dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga. 

Pham Minh Chinh, becomes Vietnam‘s next Prime Minister 

 Vietnam‘s National Assembly confirmed Pham Minh Chinh, a career security official, as the Southeast 

Asian country‘s next Prime Minister at an official ceremony. Nguyen Xuan Phuc elected to the President 

post by the National Assembly of Vietnam on 5 April 2021 after serving 5 years as Prime Minister of the country. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akihito


 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 10 

 

 The move completes the five-yearly renewal of Vietnam‘s top four positions, as it looks to maintain economic 

growth, keep the Coronavirus pandemic at bay, and balance relations with Beijing and Washington. 

 China has been asserting its authority in the South China Sea, while the U.S. Treasury Department labelled 

Vietnam a ‗currency manipulator‘ in December due to its trade surplus with the United States and heavy 

foreign exchange market intervention to hold down the value of its dong currency. 

Vietnam is the easternmost country on the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Hanoi is the capital of Vietnam. 

The dong has been the currency of Vietnam since May 3, 1978. Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the current President of 

Vietnam. Pham Minh Chinh is the current Prime Minister of Vietnam. 

Singapore first country to accept COVID-19 digital travel pass 

 Singapore will next month accept visitors who use a mobile travel pass containing digital certificates for 

COVID-19 tests and vaccines, its aviation regulator said becoming one of the first countries to adopt the 

initiative. 

 Singapore will accept the International Air Transport Association (IATA) mobile travel pass for pre-

departure checks, where travellers can get clearance to fly to and enter Singapore by showing a smartphone 

application containing their data from accredited laboratories. 

 The pass was successfully tested by Singapore Airlines. More than 20 carriers, including Emirates, Qatar 
Airways and Malaysia Airlines, are also testing the pass. 

Singapore is a sovereign city-state and island country in Southeast Asia. Singapore dollar is the official currency 

of Singapore. Lee Hsien Loong is the current Prime Minister of Singapore. Halimah binti Yacob is the current 

President of Singapore. She is the first female president in the country‘s history. 

Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin nominates PM Benjamin Netanyahu to form a govt following 

latest inconclusive election 

 Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin has nominated the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu to try to form a 

government following the latest inconclusive election. 

 No candidate has a realistic chance of forming a government that will have the confidence of the Knesset. 

Rivlin‘s announcement came two weeks after Israel‘s fourth election in two years. Netanyahu holds the most 

support 52 seats in Israel‘s Knesset, but that is still short of a 61-seat majority. 

 The opposition leader, Yair Lapid, earned 45 seats. There were 16 abstentions and rightwing nationalist 

Naftali Bennett secured seven votes from his own Yamina party. The nomination gives Netanyahu a new chance 

to try to salvage his career. He is the country‘s longest serving Prime Minister with a record 12 consecutive 

years in office. 

Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy 

to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset 
is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu 

is serving as the 9
th

 and current Prime Minister of Israel since 2009. Reuven Rivlin is serving as the 10
th

 and 

current President of Israel since 2014. 

Easter eggs become symbol of resistance for Myanmar‘s anti-coup protesters 

 Opponents of military rule in Myanmar inscribed messages of protest on Easter eggs while thousands of others 
were back on the streets, denouncing a Feb. 1 coup and facing off with the security forces who shot and killed at 

least three men. 

 In the latest in a series of impromptu shows of defiance, messages including ―Spring Revolution‖, ―We must win‖ 
and ―Get out MAH‖ - referring to junta leader Min Aung Hlaing - were seen on eggs in photographs on social 

media. 
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PM Modi & Seychelles President jointly inaugurate several Indian projects in Seychelles 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that India and Seychelles share a strong and vital partnership in 

the Indian ocean neighborhood. 

 Seychelles is central to India‘s vision of ‗SAGAR‘ – ‗Security and Growth for All in the Region‘. Seychelles 

was the First African country to receive the Made in India COVID-19 vaccines. 

 India is happy to have contributed towards the construction of the new Magistrates‘ Court Building in 

Seychelles. The state-of-the-art building has been completed even during these testing times of Covid-19 

pandemic. India is committed to strengthening the maritime security of Seychelles. India has handed over a 

new, state of the art, Made-in-India Fast Patrol Vessel to the Seychelles Coast Guard. 

Seychelles is an archipelagic island country in the Indian Ocean at the eastern edge of the Somali Sea. Victoria is 

the capital and largest city of Seychelles. The rupee is the currency of the Seychelles. Wavel Ramkalawan has 
been serving as the President of the Republic of Seychelles since 26 October 2020. 

India and Vietnam hold their second maritime security dialogue in virtual format 

 India and Vietnam held their second maritime security dialogue in a virtual format. The consultations 
involved exchanges on developments in the domain of maritime security, regional cooperation activities and 

opportunities for cooperation between the two countries. 

Dubai unveils world‘s first electric fire engine 

 The General Directorate of the Dubai Civil Defence (DCD) inaugurated the first electric firefighting vehicle 
of its kind in the Middle East and the second in the world. 

 The vehicle was introduced during the Custom Show Emirates, which will run at the Dubai World Trade 

Centre untill April 10. The first-of-its-kind electric truck was manufactured by Rosenbauer, an Austrian 

company. The announcement of the new firefighting truck took place at the Custom Show Emirates. 

US Navy conducts operation near Lakshadweep without India‘s prior consent 

 The US Navy conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean region when its 
warship ventured into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without the 

latter‘s permission. 

 The operation was in accordance with international law and challenged India‘s ―excessive‖ maritime 

claims. ―This freedom of navigation operation (―FONOP‖) upheld the rights, freedoms, and lawful uses of the sea 

recognised in international law by challenging India‘s excessive maritime claims‖. 

 US forces operate in the Indo-Pacific region on a daily basis. All operations are designed in accordance with 

international law and demonstrate that the United States will fly, sail, and operate wherever international law 

allows. 

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as prescribed by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea 

is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of 

marine resources, including energy production from water and wind. It stretches from the baseline out to 

200 nautical miles (nmi) from the coast of the state in question. It is also referred to as a maritime continental 

margin and, in colloquial usage, may include the continental shelf. The term does not include either the territorial 

sea or the continental shelf beyond the 200 nautical mile limit.  

Indian Navy Ships and Aircraft to participate in exercise in LA PEROUSE 

 Indian Navy Ships INS Satpura (with an integral helicopter embarked) and INS Kiltan along with P8I 

Long Range Maritime Patrol Aircraft are participating, for the first time; in multi-lateral maritime 
exercise La Perouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean Region from 05 to 07 Apr 2021. 

 The Indian Navy ships and aircraft exercised at sea with ships and aircraft of French Navy (FN), Royal 

Australian Navy (RAN), Japan Maritime Self Defence Force (JMSDF) and United States Navy (USN) 
during the three-day exercise at sea. 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 12 

 

 Exercise La Pérouse witnessed complex and advanced naval operations including surface warfare, anti-air 

warfare and air defence exercises, weapon firing exercises, cross deck flying operations, tactical manoeuvres 
and seamanship evolutions such as replenishment at sea. 

 The exercise showcased high levels of synergy, coordination and inter-operability between the friendly navies. 

Participation by the Indian Navy in the exercise demonstrates the shared values with friendly navies ensuring 
freedom of seas and commitment to an open, inclusive Indo-Pacific and a rules-based international order. 

France is a country primarily located in Western Europe; Paris is the capital and most populous city of France. 
Emmanuel Macron has been serving as the President of France and ex officio co-prince of Andorra since 14 May 

2017.Euro is the currency of it and CFP franc is the currency used in the French overseas collectivities of 
French Polynesia, New Caledonia and Wallis and Futuna. 

World‘s First Fully Vaccinated Flight Takes off from Qatar 

 Qatar Airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight with all 188 passengers, two pilots 
and 18 cabin crew having received a vaccine for the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 The Airbus A350-1000-operated flight departed Doha on April 6 marking a significant milestone in the 

pandemic as airlines look to the future of travel recovery. 

 Qatar Airways is the first airline in the world to operate such a flight where everyone on board must show 
proof of a vaccine. 

 Hamad International Airport in Doha is the first and only in the Middle East and Asia to achieve the 

Skytrax 5-star Covid-19 safety rating. 

 The airport employs robotic cleaning machines in addition to ultraviolet light technology to sanitize the 

terminal, seating areas, security bins and baggage carts. Similar equipment is used aboard the airline‘s planes 

in between flights. 

Qatar is a country located in Western Asia, occupying the small Qatar Peninsula on the northeastern coast of 
the Arabian Peninsula. Doha is the capital and most populous city of Qatar. The Qatari riyal is the currency of the 

State of Qatar. Sheikh Khalid bin Khalifa bin Abdul Aziz al-Thani has been serving as Prime Minister of 

Qatar and Minister of the Interior since 28 January 2020. 

UAE selects first Arab woman for astronaut training 

 The United Arab Emirates has selected the first Arab woman to train as an astronaut, as the Gulf country 
rapidly expands into the space sector to diversify its economy. 

 Emirati national Nora al-Matrooshi, a 27-year-old mechanical engineering graduate currently working at 

Abu Dhabi‘s National Petroleum Construction Company, will join Nasa‘s 2021 Astronaut Candidate Class 
in the United States. 

 The UAE is using its space programme to develop its scientific and technological capabilities and reduce its 

reliance on oil. Matrooshi will be joined by another Emirati, Mohammed al-Mulla, making a total of four 

people under the UAE Astronaut Programme. They include Hazza al-Mansouri who became the first 

Emirati in space in 2019 when he flew to the International Space Station. 

Abu Dhab is the capital and the second most populous city of the United Arab Emirates (the most populous 

being Dubai), and also capital of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the largest of the UAE‘s seven emirates. United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) is a federal sovereign absolute monarchy in Western Asia. Khalifa Al Nahyan is the 

current President of the United Arab Emirates. Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum is the Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai. United Arab Emirates 

dirham is the currency of the United Arab Emirates. It is bordered by Saudi Arabia to the west and south and 

by Oman to the east and northeast. The land border with Qatar in the Khawr al Udayd area is a source of 

ongoing dispute. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 

 

President Ram Nath Kovind promulgates Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2021 

 President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2021. The Union Cabinet had approved the proposal to make amendments in the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code, 2016 through the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) Ordinance, 2021. 

 The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for corporate 

persons classified as micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) under the Code. 

 It will ensure quicker, cost-effective and value maximising outcomes for all the stakeholders, in a manner 

which is least disruptive to the continuity of MSMEs businesses and which preserves jobs. The initiative is based 

on a trust model and the amendments honour the honest MSME owners by trying to ensure that the 
resolution happens and the company remains with them. It is expected that the incorporation of Pre-Packaged 

insolvency resolution process for MSMEs in the Code will alleviate the distress faced by MSMEs due to the 

impact of the pandemic.. 

 The Amendment Ordinance seeks to amend sections such as 4, 5, 11, 33, 34, 61, 65, 77, 208, 239, 240 & 

insert new sections such as 11A, 67A, 77A and a new chapter as IIIA on Pre-Packaged insolvency 

resolution process for MSMEs in the Code based on recommendations made by the Insolvency Law 
Committee (ILC). 

The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (IBC) is the bankruptcy law of India which seeks to consolidate the 

existing framework by creating a single law for insolvency and bankruptcy. The Code received the assent of the 
President of India on 28 May 2016. Certain provisions of the Act have come into force from 5 August and 19 

August 2016. The bankruptcy code is a one stop solution for resolving insolvencies which previously was a long 

process that did not offer an economically viable arrangement. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code 

(Amendment) Act, 2019 has increased the mandatory upper Time limit of 330 days including time spent in legal 

process to complete resolution process. 

Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator 

Lab sign MoU 

 Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a 
MoU with the aim to build a blockchain based traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance 

transparency in supply chain and trade. 

 Blockchain is a decentralized process of recording transactions on an open and shared electronic ledger.  
This allows for ease and transparency in data management across a complex network, including, farmers, brokers, 

distributors, processors, retailers, regulators, and consumers, thus simplifying the supply chain. 

 It will allow farmers just as all other members of the supply chain to access the information which further 

makes the entire supply chain more efficient and equitable. 
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 UNDP and Spices Board India are working towards integrating the Blockchain Traceability Interface with 

the e-Spice Bazaar portal developed by Spices Board India for connecting spices farmers with markets. 
Design of the Blockchain interface is expected to be completed by next month. 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) is the United Nations‘ global development network. It 
promotes technical and investment cooperation among nations and advocates for change and connects countries to 

knowledge, experience and resources to help people build a better life for themselves. The UNDP provides expert 

advice, training and grants support to developing countries, with increasing emphasis on assistance to the least 

developed countries. The UNDP is funded entirely by voluntary contributions from UN member states. It is 

based in New York. 

India attracts total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021 

 India has attracted total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021. It is the highest 

ever for the first ten months of a financial year and 15 per cent higher compared to the first ten months of 

2019-20. 

 Measures taken by the government on FDI policy reforms, investment facilitation and ease of doing business 

have resulted in increased FDI inflows. FDI equity inflow grew by 28 per cent in the first ten months of 2020-

21 compared to the year ago period. 

 Singapore was the top source of foreign direct investment (FDI) into India in the first nine months of FY21 

at $15.7 billion, followed by the US at $12.82 billion with Mauritius at the third position at $3.47 billion. 

 Gujarat garnered the highest share of FDI in the period at $21.23 billion followed by Maharashtra at 
$13.63 billion. In the October 2019-December 2020 period, FDI in Gujarat was $23.8 billion and in Maharashtra, 

$20.89 billion. 

 Computer software and hardware was the biggest gainer and garnered FDI worth $24.38 billion in the 
April-December period of FY21. Construction witnessed the second largest FDI inflows at $7.14 billion. Services 

sector that includes banking, financial and insurance, drew $3.85 billion of FDI during the period. 

On 17 April 2020, India changed its foreign direct investment (FDI) policy to protect Indian companies from 

―opportunistic takeovers/acquisitions of Indian companies due to the current COVID-19 pandemic‖, according 
to the Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. While the new FDI policy does not restrict markets, 

the policy ensures that all FDI will now be under scrutiny of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

West Bengal is the highest contributor to small savings schemes 

 West Bengal is the highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes with a share of over 15% 
in deposits at post offices and banks. With the West Bengal assembly elections under way, the state‘s contribution 
to small savings schemes could have been one of the trigger points for the government to roll back interest rate 

cuts in less than 12 hours of announcing them. 

 According to data released by the National Savings Institute under the Ministry of Finance, the top 10 states 

contributed over 72% to the collections by post offices and banks under several schemes, including the Post 

Office Savings Account (POSA), Public Provident Fund (PPF) and more. 

Crypto exchange WazirX launches an NFT marketplace for Indian artists 

 WazirX has launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT). The development 
has paved the way for seamless exchange of digital assets and intellectual properties including art pieces, audio 

files, videos, programs, and even tweets apart from other digital goods and services. Following the launch, Indian 

creators can now place their digital assets for auction over the blockchain-based NFT marketplace and 

earn royalty thereafter. 

A blockchain originally block chain, is a growing list of records, called blocks that are linked using cryptography. 
Each block contains a cryptographic hash of the previous block, a timestamp, and transaction data (generally 

represented as a Merkle tree). The blockchain was invented by a person (or group of people) using the name 

Satoshi Nakamoto in 2008 to serve as the public transaction ledger of the cryptocurrency bitcoin. 
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India‘s first Rs 150 crore Ghaziabad Green Bond lists on the BSE bond platform 

 Lucknow Municipal Corporation bonds became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on 
Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath attended the listing ceremony in 

Mumbai. The next cities to raise municipal bonds will be Benaras, Agra and Kanpur. 

 Under the Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) scheme, cities have been 

encouraged to mobilise resources by issuing municipal bonds. These are issued when a government body 

wants to raise funds for infra-related projects like roads, water among others. 

BSE Limited, formerly known as the Bombay Stock Exchange Ltd., is an Indian stock exchange located at Dalal 

Street, Mumbai. Established in 1875, the BSE Ltd., the oldest stock exchange in Asia. It is the world‘s 10
th

 

largest stock exchange. Ashishkumar Chauhan (Ashish Chauhan) is the current managing director and chief 

executive officer of the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE). 

World‘s biggest solar company joins the hydrogen game 

 China‘s Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar company, is entering the hydrogen 

market. 

 Xi‘an Longi Hydrogen Technology Co. was registered March 31 in China, according to Solarzoom, Longi‘s 

billionaire founder and President Li Zhenguo is serving as the company‘s chairman, and the shareholders 

are Xi‘an Longi Green Energy Venture Capital Management Co. and Shanghai Zhuqueying Private Equity 

Investment Fund Partnership.  

Mobisafar partners with YES Bank, NPCI to launch Virtual RuPay Prepaid Card 

 Mobisafar Services Private Limited, a Ludhiana-based Fintech start-up, has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual 

RuPay Prepaid card‘ in partnership with YES BANK and National Payments Corporation of India 

(NPCI). 

 Mobisafar has presence in 13000+ pin codes with 1.5 lacs BC agents and provides services like Domestic 

Money Transfer, Aadhar Enabled Payment System, Micro ATM, Cash collection, Bill Payments, Recharges and 

travel bookings to the customer across rural heartlands. 

 The ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay Prepaid Card‘ provides convenient access to wallet through a mobile app 
and desktop with a reloadable limit. It can be used to book Airline tickets, hotels, retail shopping, movie tickets, 

groceries etc. To apply for the virtual prepaid card, customers may visit the nearest Mobisafar retail outlet. 

Yes Bank Limited is an Indian private sector bank headquartered in Mumbai, India and was founded by Rana 

Kapoor and Ashok Kapur in 2004. On 5 March 2020 in an attempt to avoid the collapse of the bank, which had 

an excessive amount of bad loans, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) took control of it. RBI later reconstructed the 

board and named Prashant Kumar, former Chief financial officer of SBI, as new MD & CEO at Yes Bank. Yes 

Bank is owned by State Bank of India who has a 30% stake in the company as of 28 July 2020. 

Mukesh Ambani first, Gautam Adani second on Forbes 10 richest Indian billionaires 2021 list 

 Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest 
Indian billionaires 2021 list while Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani is at second place. 

 With a net worth of $84.5 billion, the chairman and managing director of the oil-to-telecom conglomerate 
topped the Forbes list of India‘s richest billionaires while Adani was ranked second with a fortune of $50.5 

billion. 

 Adani toppled Avenue Supermarts‘ founder Radhakishan Damani from second place on the list who saw his 

fortune divided. His brother Gopikishan Damani listed separately for the first time, according to Forbes.  

 HCL founder Shiv Nadar is perched on the third spot on the Forbes 10 richest billionaire‘s 2021 list with a 
net worth of $23.5 billion. He stepped down from the position of group chairman and handed over the ropes of 

HCL Technologies to daughter Roshni Nadar Malhotra. Damani at $16.5 billion and Kotak Mahindra Bank 

MD Uday Kotak with a fortune of $15.9 billion took the fourth and the fifth spot in the list. 
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Forbes is an American business magazine owned by Integrated Whale Media Investments and the Forbes 
family. Published eight times a year, it features original articles on finance, industry, investing, and marketing topics. 

Forbes also reports on related subjects such as technology, communications, science, politics, and law. Its 

headquarters is located in Jersey City, New Jersey. B. C. Forbes, a financial columnist for the Hearst papers, 
and his partner Walter Drey, the general manager of the Magazine of Wall Street, founded Forbes magazine on 

September 15, 1917. 

IMF upgrades India‘s growth forecast to 12.5 percent in 2021 backed by recovery and 

vaccination drive 

 The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to 12.5 per cent for 

Financial Year 2021-22. In its latest World Economic Outlook report, the IMF has pegged India‘s GDP to grow 

1 per cent higher than its previous report published in January this year. 

 The Washington-based International Financial Institution has projected a contraction of 8 percent in the 

growth in the last fiscal while it has forecasted a growth of 6.9 per cent in the next financial year beginning 

in 2022. 

 IMF has also said that inflation will taper down to 4.9 per cent in the current financial year. The rollout of 

COVID-19 vaccines and vast sums of government aid will accelerate global economic growth to a record high 

this year in a powerful rebound from the pandemic recession, the International Monetary Fund said in its latest 
forecast. 

Andorra has joined the International Monetary Fund (IMF), to become its 190
th

 member. Andorra is a microstate 
situated between France and Spain. However, it is the largest microstate in Europe. The International Monetary 

Fund (IMF) is an organization of 190 countries, working to foster global monetary cooperation, secure financial 

stability, facilitate international trade, promote high employment and sustainable economic growth, and reduce 

poverty around the world. Created in 1945, the IMF is governed by and accountable to the 190 countries that make 

up its near-global membership. Ms. Kristalina Georgieva, from Bulgaria, is Managing Director and Chairman of 

the Executive Board of International Monetary Fund (IMF) from October 1, 2019. Prominent Indian-American 

economist Gita Gopinath has joined as the chief economist of the International Monetary Fund, becoming the 

first woman to occupy the top post at the global lender. The latest currency that was added to the basket of 

currencies by the International Monetary Fund to determine the value of XDR is the Chinese renminbi in 2016. 
The other international currencies in the basket of currencies are British Pound, Japanese Yen, US Dollar, and 

Euro. XDR is the currency code of Special Drawing Rights.  

RBI decides to publish Financial Inclusion Index 

 The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. To begin with, The FI index 
will be published annually in July for the previous financial year. 

 Financial Inclusion has been a thrust area for the Government, RBI and other regulators, with significant 

progress made over the years. This index will be used to measure the extent of financial inclusion in the 

country. 

 It will use various parameters and shall reflect the broadening and deepening of financial inclusion in the country. 

Financial Inclusion has been viewed as a key enabler for achieving inclusive and sustainable development 

worldwide. 

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First 

World War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the 
Hilton Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission 

on Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-

headed government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a 

further six banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. 

Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI. 
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Payments bank deposit limit doubled by RBI 

 In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that 
it has increased the maximum end of day balance for payment banks to Rs. 2 lakh. Earlier, the limit was 

Rs.1 lakh. Payments banks have been asking a hike in deposit limit for a long time.  

Payments banks is an Indian new model of banks conceptualised by the Reserve Bank of India (RBI). These 
banks can accept a restricted deposit, which is currently limited to Rs. 200,000 per customer and may be 

increased further. These banks cannot issue loans and credit cards. Both current account and savings accounts can 

be operated by such banks. Payments banks can issue ATM cards or debit cards and provide online or mobile 
banking. Bharti Airtel set up India‘s first payments bank. 

RBI committee to help ARCs realize their full potential 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction 

companies (ARCs) to help them realize their full potential, governor Shaktikanta Das said. ―Asset 

reconstruction companies play an important role in the resolution of stressed assets. Their potential however is yet 
to be fully realized. It is therefore proposed to constitute a committee to undertake a comprehensive review of 

the working of ARCs and recommend measures to enable these entities to meet the growing requirements 

of the financial sector,‖. 

IMF policy panel endorses $650-bn increase in resources 

 The International Monetary Fund has authorised a $650 billion expansion of the 190-nation lending 
institution‘s resources with the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

 IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva said the $650 billion increase in reserves is the largest in 

IMF history. The move will provide badly needed reserves for poor countries struggling with deep recessions 

caused by the pandemic and the need to obtain and administer millions of doses of vaccines, she said. 

 By comparison, to combat the global recession that followed the 2008 financial crisis, the IMF agreed to an 

increase of $250 billion in the IMF‘s reserves of what are known at the agency as Special Drawing Rights. 

Airtel Payments Bank announces ‗Rewards123‘ savings account 

 Airtel Payments Bank announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and value to 

customers when they transact digitally using the bank account. Customers can get ‗Rewards123‘ at an 
annual fee of Rs 299 and avail benefits ranging from certain cashback per month on payments for prepaid 

recharges, post-paid, broadband, landline, and DTH bill payments, load money benefits and shopping rewards. 

Other benefits include zero minimum balance, and freePlatinum Online Mastercard Debit Card. 

 Announcing the ‗Rewards123‘ digital savings account, Airtel in a statement said this is ―designed to offer 

consistent value, with assured rewards on different types of digital transactions throughout the year‖. The new 

savings bank account offers regular benefits throughout the year up to Rs 960. 

Haryana allots 140 acre land to Flipkart for setting up its largest fulfilment centre in Asia 

 The Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for 

setting up its largest fulfilment centre in Asia, having a covered area of 3 million square feet in Patli Hajipur 

in Gurugram district‘s Manesar. The land, belonging to Haryana State Industrial and Infrastructure 

Development Corporation Limited (HSIIDC), has been allotted at a price of Rs 3.22 crore per acre. 

Flipkart is an Indian e-commerce company, headquartered in Bangalore, Karnataka, India, and incorporated 

in Singapore as a private limited company. In August 2018, U.S.-based retail chain Walmart acquired an 77% 

controlling stake in Flipkart for US$16 billion, valuing Flipkart at around $20 billion. Flipkart was founded in 

October 2007 by Sachin Bansal and Binny Bansal, alumni of the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi and former 
Amazon employees. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Inventions/Discoveries 

Astronomers discover X-rays detected from Uranus, but unsure of its source 

 National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from the 

seventh planet of our solar system, Uranus for the first time. 

 The results were obtained using NASA‘s Chandra X-ray observatory. However, the new study is not based 

on recent observations, but from those taken in 2002 and 2017. Analysed recently, the first clear detection of 

X-ray was noted almost two decades ago. In 2017, they noticed a possible flare of X-rays. 

 The image/graphic released of the distant cold planet uses the 2002 image superimposed on an optical 

image from the Keck-I Telescope in 2004. The latter was a part of a separate study and it shows Uranus 

approximately in the same orientation as it was in the observations of 2002. 

 Emitting X-rays is not new in our solar system. Venus, Saturn, even moons of Jupiter emit X-rays and 

others. On Jupiter, astronomers have observed that Sun is the source of X-rays. Astronomers note that it is 
similar to how Sun‘s light is scattered on the moon. 

 However, the X-rays detected from Uranus were not a result of sunlight scattering and pointed towards a 

possibility that there might be another source of X-rays present on the planet. 

Uranus is the seventh planet from the Sun. Its name is a reference to the Greek god of the sky, Uranus, who, 
according to Greek mythology, was the grandfather of Zeus (Jupiter) and father of Cronus (Saturn). It has the 

third-largest planetary radius and fourth-largest planetary mass in the Solar System. Uranus is similar in 

composition to Neptune, and both have bulk chemical compositions which differ from that of the larger gas 

giants Jupiter and Saturn. For this reason, scientists often classify Uranus and Neptune as ―ice giants‖ to 

distinguish them from the other gas giants. 

 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the 
United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace 
research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Steve Jurczyk is an American engineer 

who is currently serving as the Acting Administrator of NASA. 

DRDO develops Advanced Chaff Technology to safeguard naval ships from missile attack 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology 

to safeguard naval ships against enemy missile attack. 

 A DRDO laboratory in Jodhpur, has indigenously developed three variants of this critical technology 

namely Short Range Chaff Rocket, Medium-Range Chaff Rocket and Long Range Chaff Rocket meeting 

Indian Navy‘s qualitative requirements. 

 Chaff is a passive expendable electronic countermeasure technology used worldwide to protect naval ships 
from enemy‘s radar and Radio Frequency missile seekers. 
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 The importance of this development lies in the fact that very less quantity of chaff material deployed in the air 

acts as decoy to deflect enemy‘s missiles for safety of the ships. The technology is being given to the industry 
for production in large quantities. 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with the 

military‘s research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was formed in 1958 by the merger 

of the Technical Development Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and Production with 

the Defence Science Organisation. Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is the current Chairman of DRDO. 

Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launches Integrated Health Information Platform 

 The Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the Integrated Health Information 

Platform in New Delhi. 

 The Integrated Health Information Platform is the next generation highly refined version of the presently 
used Integrated Disease Surveillance Programme. Dr Harsh Vardhan stated that India is the first country in 

the world to adopt such an advanced disease surveillance system. 

 The new version will house the data entry and management for India‘s disease surveillance program. In 

addition to tracking 33 diseases now as compared to the earlier 18 diseases, it shall ensure near-real-time data in 

digital mode. 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is an Indian government ministry charged with health policy in India. It is 

also responsible for all government programs relating to family planning in India. The Minister of Health and Family 
Welfare holds cabinet rank as a member of the Council of Ministers. The current minister is Harsh Vardhan. 

Rajkumari Bibiji Amrit Kaur was the first Health Minister of India in 1947 and remained in office until 1957. 

Union Ministers Dr Harsh Vardhan and Arjun Munda launch Tribal Health Collaborative- 

‗Anamaya‘ 

 Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan and Tribal Affairs Minister Arjun Munda launched ‗Anamaya‘- 
the Tribal Health Collaborative through video conference. 

 A multi-stakeholder initiative supported by Piramal Foundation and Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation 
(BMGF), Anameya‘ will converge efforts of various Government agencies and organisations to enhance the 

health and nutrition status of the tribal communities. 

 The Ministry will undertake several activities such as setting up of the National Council on Tribal Health to 

drive policy initiatives in tribal health, establishment of a Health Cell to closely monitor healthcare delivery in 

the tribal areas and devising mechanisms to implement the Tribal Health Action Plan. 

IIT Kanpur develops touch sensitive watch for visually impaired 

 A professor and a research associate at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K) have developed 

a novel touch-sensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense time accurately. 

 ―The watch we have developed is a haptic watch with a tactile interface that makes it easy for the visually 

impaired people to read time easily. The watch has tactile hour indicators of different shapes that makes it easy 
for the visually impaired people to recognise them. 

 ―The user has to touch and scan the touch sensitive watch‘s hour indicators and with the help of different 

vibration patterns, the watch communicates back the time information that is easily perceived by the user. 

Researchers in Maharashtra name new plant species after Sharad Pawar 

 A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named 

after National Congress Party (NCP) president Sharad Pawar. It belongs to the genus ‗Argyreia‘ and has 

been named ‗Argyreia sharadchandrajii‘. 

 Researchers Dr Pramod R Lawand and Dr Vinod B Shimpale said that the plant has been named after 

Pawar to acknowledge his work as the Union agriculture minister. 
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 The plant has been discovered in the Kolhapur district which is close to the Western Ghats ecological zone, 

one of the world‘s biggest biodiversity hotspots, with over 5,000 flowering plants available. 

 The new species was found in the Alamprabhu Dev-raai (sacred grove), said Lawand and Shimpale, who is a 

Botany professor at a college in Kolhapur. 

Sharad Govindrao Pawar is an Indian politician with over sixty years of public service. During his long career, 
Pawar has served as the Chief Minister of Maharashtra on three occasions and held the posts of Minister of 

Defence and Minister of Agriculture in the Government of India. He is president of the Nationalist Congress 

Party (NCP), which he founded in 1999, after separating from the Indian National Congress. He leads the NCP 

delegation in the Rajya Sabha, the upper chamber of the Indian parliament. He is one of the founders of Maha 

Vikas Aghadi, a post-poll alliance in Maharashtra between Shivsena, NCP, and INC. 

Oxygen enrichment device for use in homes, remote locations developed by CMERI 

 An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also 

prove more effective for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical 

Research Institute in West Bengal‘s Durgapur. 

 Oxygen enrichment unit works on the principle of Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) and utilises zeolite 

columns to selectively remove nitrogen from air under certain pressure, thereby increasing the oxygen 
concentration. An oxygen enrichment unit is a device, which concentrates the oxygen from the air around by 

selectively removing nitrogen to supply an oxygen-enriched air. 

UNESCO Director-General and President of Slovenia Inaugurate First Research Centre on 

Artificial Intelligence 

 Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slovenia, and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, 

inaugurated the International Research Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre 

under the auspices of UNESCO in Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

 The Director-General of UNESCO called for countries, organizations and individuals to combine their energy and 
propose solutions so that artificial intelligence (AI) be used for the common good of humanity. The first of its 

kind, IRCAI will advance research on the use of AI for achieving the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs). 

NASA to land first person of colour on Moon 

 The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the 

moon as part of an international spaceflight program called Artemis. 

 Taking a giant step for diversity, the Biden-Harris Administration seeks to land the first woman and the next 

man on the lunar South Pole by 2024. 

 While the first cadre of astronauts for the Artemis program was announced in December, the first two crew 

members for Artemis III in 2024 have yet to be announced. The initial group of 18 represents a diverse team 
of astronauts, including those new to NASA and veterans of spaceflight. 

Scientists develop ‗robo-plants‘ to interact with plants 

 Remote-controlled Venus flytrap ―robo-plants‖ and crops that tell farmers when they are hit by disease could 
become reality after scientists developed a high-tech system for communicating with vegetation. 

 Researchers in Singapore linked up plants to electrodes capable of monitoring the weak electrical pulses 

naturally emitted by the greenery. The scientists used the technology to trigger a Venus flytrap to snap its jaws 

shut at the push of a button on a smartphone app. 

 They then attached one of its jaws to a robotic arm and got the contraption to pick up a piece of wire half a 

millimetre thick, and catch a small falling object. The technology is in its early stages, but researchers believe it 

could eventually be used to build advanced ―plant-based robots‖ that can pick up a host of fragile objects 

which are too delicate for rigid, robotic arms. 
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Astronomers discover 12 rare quadruple quasars that can better tell rate of universe expansion 

 A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct quadruple 

images, commonly called Einstein‘s cross. This discovery could help refine the existing understanding about 

our universe‘s rate of expansion and unravel mysteries surrounding dark matter. 

 Scientists from the Gaia Gravitational Lenses Working Group (GraL), which included PhD student 

Priyanka Jalan from India, combined multiple telescope observations to confirm this discovery. 

 The first quadruple quasar image was captured in 1985 and since then, only 50 such quasars have been 

identified. The latest finding has now increased the total confirmed Einstein‘s crosses by 25 per cent. 

 Quasars are distant galaxies with extremely luminous nuclei. They consist of black holes, measuring many 
million times larger than our Sun, surrounded by thick gaseous matter. 

 Quasar observations are mainly used to study dark matter in determining the evolution of galaxies and to 

understand the rate of expansion of our universe, which is measured using the Hubble-Lemaítre constant. 
―There are two ways of calculating the Hubble-Lamaítre constant, but both values do not match, thus creating a 

discord. 

 More discoveries of such quasar quadruples can help resolve this, thereby helping accurately calculate the 
rate at which our universe is expanding,‖ who is a final year PhD student at Aryabhatta Research Institute of 

Observational Sciences (ARIES), Nainital. 

The Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological model of the observable universe from the earliest known 

periods through its subsequent large-scale evolution. The model describes how the universe expanded from an 

initial state of high density and temperature, and offers a comprehensive explanation for a broad range of observed 

phenomena, including the abundance of light elements, the cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation, 

and large-scale structure. Georges Lemaitre first noted in 1927 that an expanding universe could be traced 
back in time to an originating single point, which he called the ―primeval atom‖. Edwin Hubble confirmed 

through analysis of galactic redshifts in 1929 that galaxies are indeed drifting apart; this is important 

observational evidence for an expanding universe. In 1964, the CMB was discovered, which convinced many 

cosmologists that the steady-state theory was falsified, since, unlike the steady-state theory, the hot Big Bang 
predicted a uniform background radiation throughout the universe caused by the high temperatures and 

densities in the distant past. A wide range of empirical evidence strongly favors the Big Bang, which is now 

essentially universally accepted. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SPORTS 

 

Sports Personalities in News 

Hubert Hurkacz of Poland clinches Miami Open title defeating Jannik Sinner of Italy 

 In Tennis, 26
th

 seed Hubert Hurkacz of Poland won the biggest title of his career beating Jannik Sinner of 
Italy in the Miami Open final. Hurkacz, 24, including the Delray Beach title in January. 

 Hurkacz was poised playing his first final in the top-level ATP series, the Masters 1000. Sinner, playing in just his 

third Masters 1000 tournament, wobbled serving at 6-5 in the first set and was broken at love. Hurkacz became 

Poland‘s first Masters 1000 champion. 

India finishes Dubai Para Badminton with 20 medals 

 In Badminton, defending world champion Pramod Bhagat clinch two gold medals as India finished their 

campaign in the 3
rd

 Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton International 2021 in Dubai 

with 20 medals. 

 Krishna Nagar and Prem Kumar Ale were also brilliant on the day, winning the other two gold medals for 

India in combined SH6 and the mixed doubles WH1-WH2 categories. 

 India topped the tally with 20 medals (4 gold, 6 silver and 10 bronze medals), ahead of France who finished 

with eight medals (4 gold, 2 silver and 2 bronze) and Malaysia with seven medals (3 gold, 1 silver and 3 bronze). 

BCCI appoints former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein as its Anti-Corruption Unit chief ahead of 

IPL 2021 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) appointed former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein Shekhadam 

Khandwawala as the head of its Anti-Corruption Unit. 

 Shabir Hussein takes over the job from Ajit Singh, former DGP of Rajasthan, whose tenure ended on March 

31. Singh was the Indian cricket board‘s ACU since April 2018. 

Tashkent to host 2023 AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships 

 President of the International Boxing Association (AIBA) Umar Kremlev during his visit to Uzbekistan 

officially announced that AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in Tashkent in 2023. 

 The city of Tashkent is awarded the 2023 AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships after the successful 

bid presentation by the Boxing Federation of Uzbekistan. 

Nethra Kumanan becomes first Indian woman sailor to qualify for Olympics 

 Nethra Kumanan became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics after she was assured of 
a top-place finish in the laser radial event of the Asian Qualifiers in Oman. 

 Kumanan has a 21-point advantage over her nearest rival, who also happens to be an Indian – Ramya 
Saravanan – in the Laser Radial Class event with one race to go. The Chennai-based Kumanan currently has 

18 points while Saravanan has 39 on the penultimate day of competitions in Mussanah Open 

Championship, which is a joint Asian and African Olympic qualifying event. 
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Nine host cities announced for 2023 Women‘s World Cup 

 The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be spread across nine cities in Australia and New Zealand. The opening 
match will take place at Eden Park in Auckland, with Sydney‘s Stadium Australia hosting the final. The two 

semifinal matches will be split between Australia and New Zealand. 

Dutee Chand to receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award 

 Dutee Chand, the Jakarta Asian Games silver-medalist in 100 and 200 metres, will receive Chhattisgarh 

Veerni Award. 

 The award, instituted by the Chhattisgarh state government, recognises contribution of Indian women in 
different fields, including sports. In 2019, the Odisha sprinter became the first Indian woman to win a gold 

medal at the World University Games held in Italy. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Siddipet gets first ‗Swachha Badi‘ in South India 

 Siddipet got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children will be educated 

about waste management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste. 

 The General Assembly expressed its deep conviction of the common interest of mankind in promoting and 

expanding the exploration and use of outer space, as the province of all mankind, for peaceful purposes and in 

continuing efforts to extend to all States the benefits derived there from. 

AI for Agriculture Hackathon during April 7-9 

 Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s 
citizen engagement programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of water 

scarcity in India. The hackathon aims to encourage and find innovative solutions leveraging artificial intelligence 
to conserve freshwater usage, and to address water scarcity problems in India. 

NITI Aayog launched Online Dispute Resolution handbook 

 NITI Aayog launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India. ODR is the 
resolution of disputes outside courts, particularly of small and medium-value cases, using digital technology and 

techniques of alternate dispute resolution such as negotiation, mediation, and arbitration. Supreme Court Judge, 

Justice D Y Chandrachud delivered the opening address and launch the handbook. 

US, India to focus on climate finance, resilient infrastructure 

 US and India will collaborate on a 2030 agenda with focus on clean and green energy, adequate finance, 
resilient infrastructure and green hydrogen. 

Be the Brand Ambassador of Tribes India and Be a Friend of TRIBES INDIA Contest launched 

by Trifed in association with MyGov.in 

 Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation Ltd (TRIFED), has launched two interesting 

competitions, Be the Brand Ambassador of Tribes India and Be a friend of TRIBES INDIA Contest in 

association with MyGov.in. 

 These competitions have been launched with the sole objective of promoting tribal craft, culture and 

lifestyle. Through these innovative contests, awareness about tribal heritage, arts, crafts can be enhanced among 

the general public. With more knowledge and awareness about tribal heritage, it is hoped that citizens will also 
contribute to overall tribal empowerment by purchasing more tribal products. Be the Brand Ambassador of 

Tribes India is inviting stories featuring any tribal products from customers across the country. 

Railway logs highest ever route electrification in single year 

 Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over six thousand route 
kilometer in a single year during 2020-21. Despite the COVID-19 pandemic, it has surpassed the previous 

highest of over five thousand route kilometer achieved in 2018-19. 

 Indian Railways has given a lot of emphasis on electrification in the recent years to reduce the country‘s 

dependence on imported petroleum-based energy. It has also commissioned a record 56 Traction Sub 

Stations during 2020-21, as against previous best of 42, which shows an improvement of 33 percent. 

 More than five times electrification was achieved in the last seven years as compared to 2007-14. Some of the 

Major sections electrified by the Indian Railways over the years include Mumbai-Howrah via Jabalpur, 

Delhi-Darbhanga-Jaynagar and Chennai-Trichy. 

 Ministry of Railways said that Railways has planned to fully electrify its tracks by December 2023. Total Rail 

electrification would contribute to the goal of ―net zero‖ emissions by 2030 by drawing its entire electrical 

load from renewable energy sources. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
S Ramann appointed as SIDBI Chairman & MD 

 The government has appointed S Ramann as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries 
Development Bank of India (SIDBI). The appointment is for a period of three years from the date of his 
assuming the charge or until further orders. 

 Ramann, a 1991-batch Indian Audit & Accounts Service officer, is currently the CEO of National E-

Governance Services Ltd, India‘s first Information Utility. 

NCAER appoints World Bank‘s economist Poonam Gupta as Director General 

 National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) said it has appointed the World Bank‘s lead 

economist Poonam Gupta as its next Director-General. 

 Prior to joining the World Bank in 2013, Gupta was the Reserve Bank of India Chair Professor at NIPFP, 
and a Professor of Macroeconomics at ICRIER, the economic think-tank said in a release. 

 She has taught at the Delhi School of Economics, and the University of Maryland. She started her 

professional career as an economist at the International Monetary Fund, Washington DC. 

 Gupta, the first woman Director General of NCAER, will succeed Shekhar Shah who has led NCAER since 

2011 and will complete his second five-year term in early May. 

PM Modi released Hindi translation of ‗Odisha Itihaas‘ written by Dr Harekrushna Mahtab 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book Odisha Itihaas written by Utkal 
Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi. 

 The book available in Odia and English so far has been translated into Hindi by Shankarlal Purohit. The 

event marking the release of the Hindi version has been organised by Harekrushna Mahtab Foundation. Dr. 
Harekrushna Mahtab was a notable figure in the Indian Independence Movement. 

 He served as Chief Minister of Odisha from 1946 to 1950 and from 1956 to 1961. He wrote the book Odisha 

Itihaas in Ahmednagar Fort Jail, where he was imprisoned for more than two years during 1942 to 1945. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

  



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 26 

 

AWARDS 
Chloe Zhao creates DGA Awards history, becomes first Asian woman to win top prize 

 Filmmaker Chloe Zhao won the top prize at the Directors Guild of America (DGA) Awards for her feature 
film Nomadland, further bolstering the movie‘s frontrunner status for the upcoming Oscars. 

 The Beijing-born filmmaker became the first Asian woman to win the trophy for best feature directing at 

the 73
rd

 edition of the awards. She is also the second woman to earn the top DGA Award, after Kathryn 

Bigelow won for her 2009 movie The Hurt Locker. 

 The filmmaker beat out acclaimed directors David Fincher (―Mank‖), Aaron Sorkin (―The Trial of the 

Chicago 7‖), Lee Isaac Chung (―Minari‖) and Emerald Fennell (―Promising Young Woman‖) to win the 

marquee award. 

 The winner of the DGA Awards‖ top prize has historically been a strong indicator of which filmmaker will 

go on to win the best director Oscar. 

 However, last year saw Sam Mendes bagged the main award for war drama ―1917‖, but eventually lost the 

Oscar race to South Korean filmmaker Bong Joon-Ho, who won for his movie ―Parasite‖. 

 Darius Marder, the man behind Riz Ahmed-starrer ―Sound of Metal‖, bagged the first-time feature film 

directing award. 

Education Minister RP ‗Nishank‘ presents AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on women 

empowerment to winners 

 Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on 
women empowerment to the winners in New Delhi. 

 Mr Pokhriyal welcomed the initiative of All India Council for Technical Education, AICTE for instituting the 

Lilawati Awards and stressed that such innovative steps shall be great motivation for girls to join higher 
education. 

 Based on the theme ‗Women Empowerment‘, AICTE finalized the winners from a total of 456 entries who 

competed across 6 sub themes, which include, Women‘s Health, Self-Defense, Sanitation and Hygiene, 
Literacy, Women Entrepreneurship and Legal Awareness. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day of Conscience 5 April 

 Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations 
based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, 

language or religion, the General Assembly declared 5 April the International Day of Conscience. 

 The theme of the 2021 International Day of Conscience is, ―Promoting a Culture of Peace with Love and 

Conscience.‖ 

World Frog Day 

 Every year, March 20 is observed as World Frog Day to celebrate the existence of these tailless amphibians. 
The day was first observed in 2009 with an aim to raise awareness of the different species of frogs and to protect 

them further. 

International Day of Sport for Development and Peace 

 The United Nations has designated April 6 as International Day of Sport for Development and Peace to 
celebrate sport as an enabler of positive social change and community development. The day gives us an 

opportunity to recognise the role physical activity and sport plays in building a prosperous and sustainable world. 

World Homeopathy Day 2021 

 The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on April 10. This day is celebrated to honor the birth of 

the father of the Homeopathy system of medicines Dr. Samuel Hahnemann. 

 Born in Paris, France, he was a German physician, who was an acclaimed scientist, a great scholar, and 

linguist. He discovered the way to heal through the use of homeopathy. He died on July 2, 1843. 

 The World Homeopathy Day theme 2021 is ―Homoeopathy – Roadmap for Integrative Medicine‖ 

National Pet Day 

 National pet day is celebrated on April 11 every year in the USA. The day is dedicated to the pets, people on 
this day take time off their busy schedules and pays extra attention, care and love to their pets. 

International Day of Human Space Flight 12 April 

 The General Assembly declared 12 April as the International Day of Human Space Flight ―to celebrate each 
year at the international level the beginning of the space era for mankind, reaffirming the important contribution 

of space science and technology in achieving sustainable development goals and increasing the well-being of 

States and peoples, as well as ensuring the realization of their aspiration to maintain outer space for peaceful 
purposes.‖ 

 12 April 1961 was the date of the first human space flight, carried out by Yuri Gagarin, a Soviet citizen. 

This historic event opened the way for space exploration for the benefit of all humanity. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. As per the recently published Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU 2020), which of the following 
institutions has secured the top position among the best higher education institutes in India? 

 (a) Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore) 

 (b) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT Delhi) 
 (c) All India Institute of Medical Science (AIIMS Delhi) 

 (d) Armed Forces Medical College (AFMC Pune) 

 
2. Which of the following organizations published its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the 

results of an interactive survey and consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 

2020? 

 (a) IMF (b) UNESCO (c) WTO (d) World Bank 

 

3. Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over _______ route kilometer in a 

single year during 2020-21. 
 (a) four thousand (b) five thousand (c) six thousand (d) seven thousand 

 

4. The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam. This plant is on 

river: 
 (a) Tapi (b) Narmada (c) Godavari (d) Mahanadi 

 

5. Which of the following countries holds ―hanami‖ celebrations underneath trees to watch the flowers bloom? 
 (a) South Korea (b) China (c) Japan (d) Thailand 

 

6. According to data released by the National Savings Institute under the Ministry of Finance, which of the following 
states is the highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes? 

 (a) Bihar (b) Uttar Pradesh (c) West Bengal (d) Assam 

 

7. Recently, National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from 
_______ for the first time. 

 (a) Mars (b) Jupiter (c) Uranus (d) Neptune 

 
8. Who won the Miami Open final of Men‘s Singles tennis tournament? 

 (a) Hubert Hurkacz (b) Jannik Sinner (c) Somdev DebBurman (d) Alexander Kutinikov 

 
9. Recently, India finished their campaign in the 3

rd
 Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton 

International 2021 in Dubai with _______ medals. 

 (a) 6 (b) 10 (c) 15 (d) 20 

 
10. The International Day of Conscience is observed every year on: 

 (a) 1
st
 April (b) 3

rd
 April (c) 5

th
 April (d) 7

th
 April 

 
11. The first country in the world to launch the Integrated Health Information Platform is 

 (a) South Korea (b) USA (c) India (d) Canada 

 

12. The first state in India to commission farm-based solar power project under the PM-KUSUM scheme is 
 (a) Gujarat (b) Rajasthan (c) Haryana (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

13. Recently, Pham Minh Chinh has been appointed as the next Prime Minister of: 
 (a) Thailand (b) South Korea (c) Cambodia (d) Vietnam 
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14. Spices Board India under _______ and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a MoU with the aim to build a 

blockchain based traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance transparency in supply chain and trade.  
 (a) Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

 (b) Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution 

 (c) Ministry of Food Processing Industries 

 (d) Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers 

 

15. Recently, India has attracted total FDI inflow of USD 72.12 billion during April 2020 to January, 2021. Which of 

the following countries is the top investor country with 30.28 per cent of the total FDI Equity inflow? 
 (a) Mauritius (b) Maldives (c) Singapore (d) Indonesia 

 

16. For the first time; in multi-lateral maritime exercise ‗La Pérouse‘ is conducted in the _______ Indian Ocean Region 
from 05 to 07 Apr 2021. 

 (a) Eastern (b) Western (c) North (d) South 

 

17. AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in _______ in 2023. 
 (a) Moscow (b) Manila (c) Tashkent (d) Belgrade 

 

18. Recently, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff 
Technology to safeguard _______ against enemy missile attack. 

 (a) Aeroplanes  (b) Naval Ships 

 (c) Scorpene class submarines (d) Helicopters 

 

19. Who has been appointed as the head of Anti-Corruption Unit by Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI)? 

 (a) Shabir Hussein Shekhadam Khandwawala 

 (b) Deepak Gulati 
 (c) Hitesh Shah 

 (d) Ahmed Shah Mahmud 

 
20. World Frog Day is celebrated every year on: 

 (a) 1
st
 March (b) 15

th
 March (c) 20

th
 March (d) 2

nd
 April 

 

21. President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the _______ Chief Justice of India. 
 (a) 44

th
 (b) 46

th
 (c) 47

th
 (d) 48

th
 

 

22. The first country in the world to accept COVID-19 digital travel pass is 
 (a) Mauritius (b) Maldives (c) Singapore (d) Sri Lanka 

 

23. Recently, The Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public 
Works- Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps- ‗Hamari 

Sadak‘ & _______ of J&K Public Works (R&B) department. 

 (a) ‗Tameer Taraqqi‘  (b) ‗Road Development App‘ 

 (c) ‗Sadak Vikas‘  (d) ‗Maarg Uthan‘ 

 

24. The Minister of State for Education Sanjay Dhotre attended a consultation meeting of Education Ministers of E9 

countries. Which of the following is not among E9 countries? 
 (a) Brazil (b) Nigeria (c) Canada (d) Mexico 

 

25. Which of the following companies launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT)? 
 (a) Coinswitch (b) Zebpay (c) WazirX (d) Onepay 

 

26. Recently, which of the following countries Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar 

company, is entering the hydrogen market? 
 (a) Japan (b) South Korea (c) China (d) Thailand 
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27. Recently, Mobisafar Services Private Limited has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay Prepaid card‘ in partnership 

with _______ and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 
 (a) ICICI Bank (b) HDFC Bank (c) Yes Bank (d) RBL Bank 

 

28. Recently, _______ have developed a novel touch-sensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense 

time accurately. 
 (a) Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K) 

 (b) Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, (IIT-M) 

 (c) Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi, (IIT-D) 
 (d) Indian Institute of Technology, Bombay, (IIT-B) 

 

29. Recently, A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named 
after______________. 

 (a) Vilasrao Deshmukh (b) Sharad Pawar (c) Bal Thackeray (d) Shivraj Patil 

 

30. International Day of Sport for Development and Peace is celebrated on: 
 (a) April 3 (b) April 4 (c) April 5 (d) April 6 

 

31. Recently, President Ram Nath Kovind has promulgated the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (Amendment) 
Ordinance, 2021. The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for 

corporate persons classified as _______ under the Code. 

 (a) Cottage Industries  (b) Textile Industries 
 (c) Micro, Small and Medium enterprises (d) Heavy Industries 

 

32. Which of the following is pitched as India‘s first geopark? 

 (a) Goa (b) Kutch (c) Kanyakumari (d) Kochi 

 

33. Recently, who has been nominated as Prime Minister by Israel‘s President? 

 (a) Reuven Rivlin (b) Ehud Barak (c) Benjamin Netanyahu (d) Ehud Olmert 

 

34. Which of the following countries recently hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank 

Governors virtually? 

 (a) Brazil (b) Russia (c) China (d) India 

 

35. Which of the following airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight recently? 

 (a) Qatar Airways (b) Mauritius Airways (c) Maldives Airways (d) Singapore Airways 

 

36. Who among the following secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest Indian billionaire‘s 2021 list? 

 (a) Mukesh Ambani (b) Gautam Adani (c) Cyrus Poonawala (d) Kumarmangalam Birla 

 

37. Who became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics? 

 (a) Nethra Kumanan (b) Priya Rajwant (c) Neena Rajawa (d) Anupama Jaiwal 

 
38. The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be held in: 

 (a) Australia and New Zealand (b) England 

 (c) Canada and USA  (d) India and Sri Lanka 

 

39. Who has been recently appointed as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries Development Bank of 

India (SIDBI)? 
 (a) S Ramann (b) H Deshmukh (c) D Kuruvilla (d) M Venkatesh 

 

40. The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on _______. 

 (a) April 8 (b) April 10 (c) April 11 (d) April 13 
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41. Which of the following places unveiled the world‘s first electric firefighting truck at the World Trade Centre (WTC)? 

 (a) Munich (b) Paris (c) Dubai (d) Melbourne 

 

42. Recently, Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched an initiative _______ which will help in the 

implementation of National Education Policy in the country. 

 (a) SARTHAQ (b) KAUSTUBH (c) JIVISHA (d) DEEKSHA 

 

43. Nation will pay a befitting tribute to 9
th
 Sikh Guru _______ on his 400

th
 Parkash Purab. 

 (a) Sri Guru Har Krishan Ji (b) Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji 
 (c) Sri Guru Ram Das Ji  (d) Sri Guru Har Gobind Ji 

 

44. Which of the following districts ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the basic infrastructure 
among the aspirational districts in the country in 2021? 

 (a) Yadgir aspirational district in Karnataka (b) Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland 

 (c) Nanded aspirational district in Maharashtra (d) Nawada aspirational district in Bihar 

 
45. Recently, The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme 

on High Efficiency Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of 

_______. 
 (a) Rs 2,300 crore (b) Rs 2,700 crore (c) Rs 3,200 crore (d) Rs 4,500 crore 

 

46. In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it has 
increased the maximum end of day balance for payment banks to _______. 

 (a) Rs. 1 lakh (b) Rs. 2 lakh (c) Rs. 5 lakh (d) Rs. 10 lakh 

 

47. Recently, International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to _______ per cent for 
Financial Year 2021-22. 

 (a) 7 (b) 8.6 (c) 9.4 (d) 12.5 

 
48. Which of the following has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index? 

 (a) Ministry of Finance  (b) Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

 (c) NITI Aayog  (d) Reserve Bank of India 

 
49. Recently, An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also 

prove more effective for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical Research 

Institute in _______. 
 (a) West Bengal‘s Durgapur (b) Haryana‘s Hisar 

 (c) Madhya Pradesh‘s Jabalpur (d) Maharashtra‘s Nagpur 

 
50. National Pet Day is celebrated every year on: 

 (a) 31
st
 March (b) 3

rd
 April (c) 7

th
 April (d) 11

th
 April 

 

51. Which of the following places got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children 
will be educated about waste management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste? 

 (a) Vishakhapatnam (b) Kochi (c) Siddipet (d) Mangaluru 

 
52. Recently, The Model Jail _______ has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖. 

 (a) Chandigarh (b) Indore (c) Udaipur (d) Hisar 

 
53. Which of the following countries conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean 

region when its warship ventured into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without 

the latter‘s permission? 

 (a) Russia  (b) United States of America 
 (c) France  (d) Germany 
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54. Who has been recently appointed as the next Director General of National Council of Applied Economic Research 

(NCAER)? 
 (a) Aditi Raheja (b) Poonam Gupta (c) Aditi Sengupta (d) Ajita Mohapatra 

 

55. Recently, The International Monetary Fund has authorised a _______ billion expansion of the 190-nation lending 

institution‘s resources with the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the 
coronavirus. 

 (a) $300 (b) $450 (c) $650 (d) $800 

 
56. Recently, Borut Pahor and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, inaugurated the International Research 

Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre under the auspices of UNESCO in _______. 

 (a) Slovakia (b) Slovenia (c) Armenia (d) Ireland 

 

57. The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the moon as 

part of an international spaceflight program called _______. 

 (a) Arunaika (b) Artemis (c) Armetin (d) Chandradarshan 

 

58. Who among the following will receive Chhattisgarh Veerni Award? 

 (a) Hima Das (b) Dutee Chand (c)Deepika Kumari (d) Sania Mirza 

 

59. Recently, Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the _______ on women 

empowerment to the winners in New Delhi. 
 (a) AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 

 (b) AICTE Mahila Sashaktikaran Awards 2020 

 (c) AICTE Maharani Awards 2020 

 (d) AICTE Kalavati Awards 2020 

 

60. International Day of Human Space Flight is celebrated each year on: 

 (a) 2
nd

 April (b) 6
th
 April (c) 10

th
 April (d) 12

th
 April 

 

61. Which of the following launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India? 

 (a) NITI Aayog  (b) Ministry of Finance 

 (c) NABARD  (d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

 

62. Which of the following Municipal Corporations became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on 

Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE)? 
 (a) Kochi Municipal Corporation (b) Lucknow Municipal Corporation 

 (c) Gorakhpur Municipal Corporation (d) Surat Municipal Corporation 

 
63. Who has been selected as the first Arab woman to train as an astronaut? 

 (a) Nora al-Matrooshi  (b) Nora al-Maroshi 

 (c) Shehnaz Khatum  (d) Norram Khatub 

 
64. Which of the following payment banks announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and 

value to customers when they transact digitally using the bank account? 

 (a) Airtel Payments Bank 
 (b) Reliance Industries Limited Payments Bank 

 (c) Cholamandalam Distribution Services Limited Payments Bank 

 (d) India Department of Posts Payments Bank 

 

65. Recently, Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for 

setting up its largest fulfilment centre in Asia at: 

 (a) Hisar (b) Gurugram (c) Faridabad (d) Rewari 
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66. Recently, Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched _______ the world‘s first Microsensor-

based Explosive Trace Detector (ETD). 
 (a) NanoSniffer (b) NanoSaro (c) NanoSnauffer (d) NanoSnicker 

 

67. Recently, A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct 

quadruple images, commonly called _______. 
 (a) Einstein‘s cross (b) Newton‘s cross (c) Venkataraman‘s cross (d) Mercer‘s cross 

 

68. Recently, Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s 
citizen engagement programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of _______ in 

India. 

 (a) Water scarcity (b) Food scarcity (c) Milk scarcity (d) Sugar scarcity 

 

69. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book _______ written by Utkal 

Keshari Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi. 

 (a) Gujarat Itihaas (b) Odisha Itihaas (c) Hindi Itihaas (d) Maharashtra Itihaas 

 

70. Who among the following created DGA awards history by becoming first Asian woman to win top prize? 

 (a) Kathryn Bigelow (b) Bong Joon-Ho (c) Lee Isaac Chung (d) Chloe Zhao 
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. a The Indian Institute of Science (IISc Bangalore) has secured the top position among the best higher education 
institutes in India, while Calcutta University became the best varsity in the country, as per the recently published 

Academic Ranking of World Universities (ARWU 2020). 

 
2. b UNESCO publishes its new ―The World in 2030‖ Survey report, which presents the results of an interactive survey 

and consultation collecting responses from more than 15,000 people worldwide in 2020. 

 
3. c Indian Railways has logged highest ever electrification of sections covering over six thousand route kilometer in a 

single year during 2020-21. 

 

4. b The world‘s largest solar power plant with 600 MW capacity is being set up on Omkareshwar Dam on Narmada 
river in Madhya Pradesh. 

 

5. c Climate change has led to the earliest cherry blossom season in Japan in 1,200 years, experts say. 

 

6. c West Bengal is the highest contributor to the government‘s small savings schemes with a share of over 15% in 

deposits at post offices and banks. 

 
7. c National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) astronomers have detected X-rays from the seventh planet 

of our solar system, Uranus for the first time. 

 
8. a In Tennis, 26

th
 seed Hubert Hurkacz of Poland won the biggest title of his career beating Jannik Sinner of Italy in 

the Miami Open final. Hurkacz, 24, including the Delray Beach title in January. 

 
9. d India finished their campaign in the 3

rd
 Sheikh Hamdan bin Al Maktoum Dubai Para-Badminton International 2021 

in Dubai with 20 medals. 

 

10. c Conscious of the need for the creation of conditions of stability and well-being and peaceful and friendly relations 
based on respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or 

religion, the General Assembly declared 5 April the International Day of Conscience. 

 
11. c Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan virtually launched the Integrated Health Information Platform in New Delhi. 

 

12. b Rajasthan has become the first state to commission the project which will help the farmers earn additional income 
through their unused land. 

 

13. d Vietnam‘s National Assembly confirmed Pham Minh Chinh, a career security official, as the Southeast Asian 

country‘s next Prime Minister at an official ceremony. 

 

14. a Spices Board India under Ministry of Commerce and Industry and UNDP India‘s Accelerator Lab signed a MoU 

with the aim to build a blockchain based traceability interface for Indian spices to enhance transparency in supply 
chain and trade. 

 

15. c Singapore is the top investor country with 30.28 per cent of the total FDI Equity inflow followed by the US and 

UAE for the first ten months of 2020-21. 

 

16. a For the first time; in multi-lateral maritime exercise La Pérouse, being conducted in the Eastern Indian Ocean 

Region from 05 to 07 Apr 2021. 

 

17. c President of the International Boxing Association (AIBA) Umar Kremlev during his visit to Uzbekistan officially 

announced that AIBA Men‘s World Boxing Championships will take place in Tashkent in 2023. 
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18. b Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed an Advanced Chaff Technology to 

safeguard naval ships against enemy missile attack. 

 

19. a The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) appointed former Gujarat DGP Shabir Hussein Shekhadam 

Khandwawala as the head of its Anti-Corruption Unit. 

 
20. c Every year, March 20 is observed as World Frog Day to celebrate the existence of these tailless amphibians. 

 

21. d President Ram Nath Kovind has appointed Justice N V Ramana as the 48
th
 Chief Justice of India, accepting the 

recommendation made by the outgoing CJI SA Bobde. 

 

22. c Singapore will next month accept visitors who use a mobile travel pass containing digital certificates for COVID-
19 tests and vaccines, its aviation regulator said becoming one of the first countries to adopt the initiative. 

 

23. a In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor, Manoj Sinha launched JK Public Works- 

Online Management, Monitoring and Accounting System (JKPW-OMMAS), besides two apps- ‗Hamari Sadak‘ & 
‗Tameer Taraqqi‘ of J&K Public Works (R&B) department. 

 

24. c Representing over half of the world‘s population and some of the largest education systems in the world, the group 
of E9 countries (Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Mexico, Nigeria, and Pakistan) can strengthen 

political will and collective effort to ensure quality education and lifelong learning . 

 
25. c WazirX has launched one of India‘s first marketplaces for Non-Fungible Tokens (NFT). 

 

26. c China‘s Longi Green Energy Technology Co., the world‘s biggest solar company, is entering the hydrogen market. 

 
27. c Mobisafar Services Private Limited, a Ludhiana-based Fintech start-up, has launched ‗Mobisafar Virtual RuPay 

Prepaid card‘ in partnership with YES BANK and National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI). 

 
28. a A professor and a research associate at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur, (IIT-K) have developed a novel 

touch-sensitive watch for the use of visually impaired people to sense time accurately. 

 

29. b A new species of flowering plants has been found in south Maharashtra‘s Kolhapur district and named after 
National Congress Party (NCP) president Sharad Pawar. 

 

30. d The United Nations has designated April 6 as International Day of Sport for Development and Peace to celebrate 
sport as an enabler of positive social change and community development. 

 

31. c The amendments aim to provide an efficient alternative insolvency resolution framework for corporate persons 
classified as micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs) under the Code. 

 

32. b As many as 75 sites that could potentially be designated as a geopark - nationally protected areas housing heritage 

sites of geological importance - have been identified in the 200-million-year Kutch rift basin (KRB). 

 

33. c Israel‘s President Reuven Rivlin has nominated the Prime Minister, Benjamin Netanyahu to try to form a 

government following the latest inconclusive election. 

 

34. d India hosted a Meeting of BRICS Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors virtually. 

 
35. a Qatar Airways successfully flew the world‘s first fully vaccinated flight with all 188 passengers, two pilots and 18 

cabin crew having received a vaccine for the Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

36. a Mukesh Ambani, the chairman of Reliance Industries Ltd secured the first spot on the Forbes 10 richest Indian 
billionaires 2021 list while Adani Group chairman Gautam Adani is at second place. 
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37. a Nethra Kumanan became the first Indian woman sailor to qualify for the Olympics after she was assured of a top-

place finish in the laser radial event of the Asian Qualifiers in Oman. 

 

38. a The 2023 Women‘s World Cup will be spread across nine cities in Australia and New Zealand. 

 

39. a The government has appointed S Ramann as Chairman and Managing Director of Small Industries Development 
Bank of India (SIDBI). 

 

40. b The world homeopathy day is celebrated each year on April 10. 
 

41. c The Dubai Civil Defence authorities unveiled the world‘s first electric firefighting truck at the World Trade Centre 

(WTC). 

 

42. a Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal Nishank launched an initiative SARTHAQ which will help in the 

implementation of National Education Policy in the country. 

 
43. b Nation will pay a befitting tribute to 9

th
 Sikh Guru, Sri Guru Tegh Bahadur Ji, on his 400

th
 Parkash Purab. 

 

44. b Kiphire aspirational district in Nagaland ranked first in the health and nutrition sector and second in the basic 
infrastructure among the aspirational districts in the country in 2021. 

 

45. d The Union Cabinet has approved the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) Scheme- ‗National Programme on High 
Efficiency Solar PV Modules‘ for achieving manufacturing capacity of Giga Watt with an outlay of Rs 4,500 crore. 

 

46. b In a bid to promote digital payments banks in the country, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced that it has 

increased the maximum end of day balance for payment banks to Rs. 2 lakh. 

 

47. d The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has upgraded its growth projection for India to 12.5 per cent for Financial 

Year 2021-22. 

 

48. d The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. 

 

49. a An oxygen enrichment device that can be used in homes, high altitude terrain, remote locations and also prove 
more effective for treating COVID-19 patients has been developed by the Central Mechanical Research Institute in 

West Bengal‘s Durgapur. 

 
50. d National Pet Day is celebrated on April 11 every year in the USA. 

 

51. c Siddipet got its first Swachha Badi in the entire South India where the citizens and children will be educated about 
waste management with an aim to reduce, recycle and compost the waste. 

 

52. a The Model Jail, Chandigarh, has been declared as India‘s first ―Eat Right Jail Campus‖. 

 
53. b The US Navy conducted a Freedom of Navigation Operation (FONOP) in the Indian Ocean region when its 

warship ventured into India‘s Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) near Lakshadweep Islands without the latter‘s 

permission. 

 

54. b National Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER) said it has appointed the World Bank‘s lead economist 

Poonam Gupta as its next Director-General. 

 

55. c The International Monetary Fund has authorised a $650 billion expansion of the 190-nation lending institution‘s 

resources with the aim of providing more support for vulnerable countries as they battle the coronavirus pandemic. 
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56. b Borut Pahor, President of the Republic of Slovenia, and Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, 

inaugurated the International Research Centre on Artificial Intelligence (IRCAI), as a Category 2 centre under the 
auspices of UNESCO in Ljubljana, Slovenia. 

 

57. b The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) will land the first person of colour on the moon as 

part of an international spaceflight program called Artemis. 

 

58. b Dutee Chand, the Jakarta Asian Games silver-medalist in 100 and 200 metres, will receive Chhattisgarh Veerni 

Award. 

 

59. a Union Minister of Education Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ presented the AICTE Lilavati Awards 2020 on women 

empowerment to the winners in New Delhi. 

 

60. d The General Assembly declared 12 April as the International Day of Human Space Flight ―to celebrate each year at 

the international level the beginning of the space era for mankind. 

 
61. a NITI Aayog launched the first-of-its kind Online Dispute Resolution (ODR) handbook in India. 

 

62. b Lucknow Municipal Corporation bonds became the first municipal bonds from North India to be listed on Bombay 
Stock Exchange (BSE). 

 

63. a Emirati national Nora al-Matrooshi, a 27-year-old mechanical engineering graduate currently working at Abu 
Dhabi‘s National Petroleum Construction Company, will join Nasa‘s 2021 Astronaut Candidate Class in the United 

States. 

 

64. a Airtel Payments Bank announced its new savings account ‗Rewards123‘ that offers benefits and value to customers 
when they transact digitally using the bank account. 

 

65. b The Haryana government has approved allotment of 140 acres of land to e-commerce major Flipkart for setting up 
its largest fulfilment centre in Asia, having a covered area of 3 million square feet in Patli Hajipur in Gurugram 

district‘s Manesar. 

 

66. a Union Education Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal ‗Nishank‘ launched NanoSniffer, the world‘s first Microsensor-based 
Explosive Trace Detector (ETD). 

 

67. a A group of international astronomers has discovered 12 rare quasars, each offering four distinct quadruple images, 
commonly called Einstein‘s cross. 

 

68. a Hindustan Unilever Ltd (HUL) and Google, in association with MyGov India, the Government of India‘s citizen 
engagement programme announced an AI for Agriculture Hackathon to address the issue of water scarcity in India. 

 

69. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi released the Hindi translation of the book Odisha Itihaas written by Utkal Keshari 

Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab in New Delhi. 

 

70. d Chloe Zhao creates DGA Awards history, becomes first Asian woman to win top prize. 

 


