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PREFACE
Dear Students,

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our
team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the
section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations.

Happy Reading

Team CL
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
National

India will be hosting the 13th BRICS summit in 2021


India will be hosting the 13th BRICS summit in 2021. The 13th BRICS Summit is going to be held under
India‘s Chairship. It will be the third time that India will be hosting the BRICS Summit after 2012 and 2016.
India kicked off its BRICS Chairship with the inaugural three-day-long Sherpas‘ meeting from 24-26 February
2021.



India presented its priorities for its Chairship in 2021 under the theme – ―BRICS@15: Intra BRICS
Cooperation for Continuity, Consolidation and Consensus‖. The 13th BRICS summit will review the
achievements and contributions of BRICS for the global agenda and assess each BRICS nation‘s growth stories
to celebrate its 15th anniversary in 2021. The theme reflects the approach to strengthen the founding principles
of BRICS cooperation based on continuity, consolidation and consensus.



The 12th BRICS Summit was held virtually amidst the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, hosted by Russia
on November 17, 2020, on the theme of global stability, shared security and innovative growth.



Two significant areas would continue to be high on India‘s priority during the 13th BRICS summit (i) the
United Nations Security Council reform and (ii) the fight against terrorism. Amidst differences over the
policies on terrorism, it has to be seen how BRICS nations cooperate to counter this critical problem that affects
humanity across the world. In 2012, as the chair of BRICS, India introduced ―security‖ in the BRICS agenda
as the New Delhi Summit‘s theme was ‗BRICS Partnership for Global Stability, Security and Prosperity. The
BRICS countries have taken confident strides in economic cooperation, evidenced by the New Development
Bank‘s (NDB) creation in 2014.



The first meeting of the BRICS Women‘s Business Alliance (WBA) under India‘s Chairship was held
on March 7, 2021, of on the occasion International Women‘s Day. It was attended by the Chairs of all other
national chapters of BRICS, WBA. In addition to this, BRICS joint working groups will also be constituted this
year on the identified sectors like (a) Innovative Development, (b) Healthcare, (c) Food Security, (d)
Environmental Safety, (e) Creative Industries, (f) Tourism, and (g) Inclusive Economy.

BRICS is the acronym for an association of five major emerging national economies: Brazil, Russia, India, China
and South Africa. Originally the first four were grouped as ―BRIC‖ (China, Brazil, Russia and India), before the
induction of South Africa in 2010. In 2009, the first BRIC Summit was held in Yekaterinburg, Russia.

Himanta Biswa Sarma sworn in as Assam‘s New Chief Minister


Himanta Biswa Sarma succeeded Sarbananda Sonowal as the Chief Minister of Assam. At the legislature
party meeting held in Guwahati, Mr Sonowal had proposed the name of Mr Sarma after Prime Minister Narendra
Modi gave his approval for Mr Sarma‘s elevation, and it was seconded by the MLAs.



The party won 60 seats in the 126-member Assam assembly while its alliance partners AGP got nine seats
and UPPL six seats. Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader Himanta Biswa Sarma was sworn in as the 15th Chief
Minister of Assam replacing former Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal.
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Jagdish Mukhi is the current Governor of Assam and Assam is known for Assam tea and Assam silk. Dispur is
the capital of the state of Assam. Guwahati is the largest city of Assam and Northeastern India. Himanta Biswa
Sarma is current the Chief Minister of Assam. In 1874, on the formation of Assam as the Chief Commissioner‘s
Province, it was chosen as the headquarters of the new administration because of its convenient location between
the Brahmaputra and Surma valleys and more so because the climate of Shillong was much cooler than tropical
India. Shillong remained the capital of undivided Assam until the creation of the new state of Meghalaya on 21
January 1972, when Shillong became the capital of Meghalaya, and Assam moved its capital to Dispur in Guwahati.

India, EIB sign finance contract for second tranche of 150 mn Euro for Pune Metro Rail


The Government of India and European Investment Bank (EIB) signed the finance contract for second
tranche of 150 million Euro for Pune Metro Rail project through a virtual signing ceremony.



The project aims to provide efficient, safe, economic and pollution-free Mass Rapid Transit System in
densely populated area in the city of Pune served with heterogeneous traffic options.



The financing from EIB will help to fund construction and operation of Corridor 1- Pimpri Chinchwad
Municipal Corporation to Swargate and Corridor 2-Vanaz to Ramvadi, totaling about 31.25 kilometer and
purchase of a related fleet of metro cars. Further, the project will serve large population which consisting working
class in providing urban mobility for their livelihood. The Maharashtra Metro Rail Corporation Ltd is the
implementing agency for this project.

The European Investment Bank (EIB) is the European Union‘s investment bank and is owned by the EU Member
States. It is one of the largest supranational lenders in the world. The EIB is a not for profit organisation which funds
projects that achieve the policy aims of the European Union through loans, guarantees and technical assistance. The
EIB is one of the biggest financers of green finance in the world. In 2007, the EIB became the first institution to
issue green bonds. It is headquartered in Kirchberg, Luxembourg.

4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue held virtually in New Delhi


The 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held virtually in New Delhi. The Dialogue concluded on a positive
note for a sustained future collaboration between both countries in the areas of mutual interest.



India and Switzerland have had cordial and friendly relations based on shared values of democracy and rule of
law. India‘s policy of non-alignment and Switzerland‘s traditional policy of neutrality has led to a close
understanding between the two countries.



Talks for collaboration on various aspects including investments, International Financial Services Centre
Authority (IFSCA), National Investment and Infrastructure Fund (NIIF), FinTech, sustainable finance and
cross border financial services.



The matters relating to G20, International Monetary Fund (IMF) and tax challenges arising from the
digitalisation of the economy were discussed along with infrastructure financing. Emphasised the importance
of coordinated bilateral action on a clean and resilient post-Covid world.

Switzerland, officially the Swiss Confederation, is a landlocked country situated at the confluence of Western,
Central, and Southern Europe. Bern or Berne is the de facto capital of Switzerland, referred to by the Swiss as their
―federal city‖. Guy Parmelin is a Swiss politician serving as President of Switzerland since 2021, having
previously served as Vice President of Switzerland in 2020. The Swiss franc is the currency and legal tender of
Switzerland and Liechtenstein.

PM Narendra Modi to not attend G7 Summit to be held in Cornwall in UK


Prime Minister Narendra Modi has called off his visit to the UK to attend the G7 Summit as a special
invitee because of the Covid-19 situation in the country, the external affairs ministry announced.



UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson had invited Modi and the leaders of Australia, South Korea and South
Africa as guests to the G7 Summit to be hosted by the UK in Cornwall during June 11-13. This would have
been Modi‘s second foreign visit this year, after a trip to Bangladesh in March to attend celebrations
marking the 50th anniversary of the neighbouring country‘s independence.
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The move came days after Narendra Modi called off a planned visit to the Portuguese city of Porto to
participate in the India-EU Summit on May 8. The meeting was subsequently held in a virtual format.

Group of Seven is an intergovernmental organisation consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, the
United Kingdom and the United States. The heads of government of the member states, as well as the representatives
of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit. The seven countries involved are also the largest IMFadvanced economies in the world. The concept of a forum for the world‘s major industrialized countries emerged
before the 1973 oil crisis.

Assam, first Indian state to have a digital flood reporting system


Jishnu Barua, Chief Secretary, Assam launched a digital real-time Flood Reporting and Information
Management System (FIRMS) in the state of Assam.



With the launch of FRIMS, Assam becomes the first Indian state to have a real-time digital flood reporting
system. With the river Brahmaputra flowing at the crux, Assam is prone to severe floods and erosion every year.



FRIMS, a digital real-time flood reporting system, has been developed jointly by Assam State Disaster
Management Agency (ASDMA) and United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF).

First BRICS Employment Working Group (EWG) Meeting amongst BRICS Countries


Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment chaired the 1 st BRICS Employment Working
Group (EWG) Meeting in Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi in virtual format. India has assumed BRICS
Presidency this year.



The prime agenda for the discussions were Promoting Social Security Agreements amongst BRICS Nations,
Formalization of labour markets, Participation of women in labour force and Gig and platform workers –
Role in labour market.



Apart from representatives of member nations i.e Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, the
representatives of International Labour Organization (ILO) and International Social Security Agency
(ISSA) also made valuable interventions and suggestions on the agenda issues.

Chhattisgarh launches new portal to vaccinate those without mobile, internet


Chhattisgarh has launched CG Teeka web portal to enable the disadvantaged section of its population to
register for Covid-19 vaccination programme through help desks, to be set up at hundreds of locations across
the state.



The state government said this initiative will help in ―systematic‖ vaccination of residents in the 18-44 years
age group by ensuring the state‘s poor residents, lacking smart phone or internet facilities, are not left out from
the Covid vaccination drive. The government is setting up help desks at the level of panchayats, urban bodies, and
municipal corporations among other centres to help them register.

Chhattisgarh was formed on 1 November 2000 by partitioning 10 Chhattisgarhi and 6 Gondi speaking
southeastern districts of Madhya Pradesh. It is a land locked state of India. The capital city is Raipur. Anusuiya
Uikey is present Governor of Chhattisgarh. Bhupesh Baghel is serving as the third and current Chief Minister of
Chhattisgarh.

India takes part in 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial


The Union Earth Sciences Minister Dr. Harsh Vardhan while participating in the third Arctic Science
Ministerial stated that India will continue to continue to play a positive role in deepening the shared
understanding of the Arctic through research, observation, international cooperation, and capacity
building.



The Union Minister also proposed that India can be given the opportunity of hosting the next or the future
Arctic Science Ministerial. The theme of the 3rd ASM was ‗Knowledge for Sustainable Arctic‘. ASM is a
global platform for discussing cooperation and research in the Arctic Region. The first Arctic Science Ministerial
was held in the US in 2016 and the second one was in Germany in 2018. The third was jointly organized by Japan
and Iceland and was held in Asia.
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India received $83 billion in remittances in 2020: World Bank report


India received over USD83 billion in remittances in 2020, a drop of just 0.2 per cent from the previous year,
despite a pandemic that devastated the world economy, according to a World Bank report.



China, which received USD 59.5 billion in remittances in 2020 against USD 68.3 billion the previous year, is
a distant second in terms of global remittances for the year gone by, as per the latest World Bank data released.



India and China are followed by Mexico (USD42.8 billion), the Philippines (USD34.9 billion), Egypt
(USD29.6 billion), Pakistan (USD26 billion), France (USD24.4 billion) and Bangladesh (USD21 billion).



The World Bank, in its latest Migration and Development Brief, said despite COVID-19, remittance flows
remained resilient in 2020, registering a smaller decline than previously projected. Officially recorded
remittance flows to low- and middle-income countries reached USD540 billion in 2020, just 1.6 per cent below
the 2019 total of USD548 billion.

Launch of Defence National OPD on E-Sanjeevani Portal


In order to mitigate the criticality of inadequate availability of specialised medical manpower, veteran
defence doctors have come forward answering the call of the nation to provide free online consultation services
on the e-Sanjeevani platform. This will help on making the invaluable experience of veteran defence medical
professionals available to fellow citizens of the country.



e-Sanjeevani OPD is a Govt of India flagship telemedicine platform, developed by the C-DAC, Mohali
under the aegis of MoHFW, Govt of India. It facilitates free online medical consultation to all citizens of India,
as well as provides for online prescription of medicines.



‗Ex-Defence OPD‘ was launched on 07 May 2021 in a phased manner by Defence Secretary Dr Ajay
Kumar and Surgeon Vice Admiral Rajat Datta, Director General of Armed Forces Medical Services.
Initially available for Uttar Pradesh, it was extended to Rajasthan on 10 May and Uttarakhand on 11 May as more
veteran defence volunteer doctors came onboard.

Assam starts special Covid-19 vaccination drive for transgenders


Thirty members of the transgender community got their first Covid-19 vaccination dose in Guwahati as
part of a special drive — the first such in the entire country. A vaccination centre was set up at a shelter home
for transgenders in the city with the support of the state‘s health department.



According to the 2011 census, Assam has a transgender population of 11,374. In June last year, the state
government set up a welfare board for the transgender community. A separate gender category was introduced
for transgender people in the state civil services examination in October last year.

Odisha mandates dedicated help desk with helpline number at covid treatment centres


Odisha government has mandated dedicated help desk with helpline number at each of the covid treatment
centres across the state. It has directed that the helpdesk must operate 24x7 to share information with the
attendants of the covid-19 patients undergoing treatment.



The covid treatment facilities are also directed to make provisions for TV, cameras and CCTV to facilitate
direct interaction between the patient inside and his or her attendants waiting outside in a dedicated
conference room. The covid centres have also been advised to share audio and pictures of the patients with their
attendants through social media platforms like WhatsApp.

The modern state of Odisha was established on 1 April 1936, as a province in British India. The ancient kingdom
of Kalinga, which was invaded by the Mauryan emperor Ashoka in 261 BCE resulting in the Kalinga War,
coincides with the borders of modern-day Odisha. Konark Sun Temple is a 13th-century CE sun temple at Konark
about 35 kilometres northeast from Puri on the coastline of Odisha, India. The temple is attributed to king
Narasimhadeva I of the Eastern Ganga Dynasty about 1250 CE. Ganeshi Lal is current Governor of Odisha.
Naveen Patnaik is the current and 14th Chief Minister of Odisha.
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International

INTERPOL launches app to better protect cultural heritage


An app launched by INTERPOL will help identify stolen cultural property, reduce illicit trafficking, and
increase the chances of recovering stolen works and artefacts.



INTERPOL‘s ID-Art app enables users ranging from law enforcement to the general public to get mobile
access to the INTERPOL database of stolen works of art, create an inventory of private art collections and
report cultural sites potentially at risk.



Using cutting-edge image-recognition software, ID-Art is free to download from the (Android or Google) Play
Store and the (Apple) App Store. ―In recent years we‘ve witnessed the unprecedented ransack by terrorists of
the cultural heritage of countries arising from armed conflict, organized looting and cultural cleansing,‖
said INTERPOL Secretary General Jurgen Stock.

International Criminal Police Organization (commonly known as INTERPOL), is an international organization
that facilitates worldwide police cooperation and crime control. It has seven regional bureaux worldwide and a
National Central Bureau in all 194 member states, making it the world‘s largest police organization. INTERPOL
originated with the first International Criminal Police Congress in 1914, which brought officials from 24 countries
to discuss cooperation on law enforcement matters. Kim Jong Yang is a South Korean police officer and the
President of Interpol. It is headquartered in Lyon, France.

Sadiq Khan wins second term as London Mayor


Sadiq Khan has been re-elected as Mayor of London for a second term after beating his closest rival with a
vote share of 55.2 per cent versus 44.8 per cent in an election that was closer than expected.



Labour Party candidate Sadiq Khan, defeated his Conservative Party rival, Shaun Bailey, after winning a
total of 1,206,034 votes as against 977,601 when both first and second preference vote. As the incumbent
Labour Party candidate, Khan was the runaway favorite to win the contest and keep his job but Shaun
Bailey ran a closer-than-expected second, narrowing the gap in the polls in the final days of the contest.

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK or
U.K.), or Britain, is a sovereign country in north-western Europe, off the north–western coast of the European
mainland. The United Kingdom includes the island of Great Britain, the north-¬eastern part of the island of Ireland,
and many smaller islands within the British Isles. The United Kingdom‘s capital is London. Boris Johnson has been
Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. Elizabeth II
(Elizabeth Alexandra Mary) is Queen of the United Kingdom and 15 other Commonwealth realms. Pound
sterling is the official currency of the United Kingdom.

US joined New Zealand-led global campaign to stamp out violent extremism online


The United States joined a New Zealand-led global campaign to stamp out violent extremism online,
making a policy change two years after the administration of former president Donald Trump declined to
participate. New Zealand PM Ardern said that the US had been a constructive, engaged partner on many
Call-related issues since its launch and the announcement was a formalisation of that relationship and a
commitment for us to work even more closely. Constitution, nor violate reasonable expectations of privacy.
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Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli loses vote of confidence in lower house of Parliament


Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has lost the vote of confidence in the House of Representatives. He
secured only 93 votes in the lower house of parliament during a special session convened on the directives of
President Bidya Devi Bhandari.



The required number of votes is 136 votes to save the government. Mr Oli required at least 136 votes in the
275-member House of Representatives to win the confidence motion as four members are currently under
suspension.

Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia located in the Himalaya. Nepalese rupee is the official currency of the
Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. Constitution of Nepal is the present governing Constitution of Nepal.
Nepal is governed according to the Constitution which came into effect on September 20, 2015, replacing the
Interim Constitution of 2007. Khadga Prasad Sharma Oli is currently serving as the Prime Minister of Nepal. He
was the first elected prime minister under the newly adopted Constitution of Nepal.

UK to lead the way on animal welfare through flagship new Action Plan


In a first of its kind, the Government has published an action plan for animal welfare that will revolutionise
the treatment of animals in the UK and introduce measures to protect the welfare of animals abroad.



The Action Plan for Animal Welfare will build on our existing world leading standards by recognising
animals as sentient in law and committing to a range of new game changing welfare measures to protect pets,
livestock and wild animals.

China‘s population growth slows as births drop sharply


China‘s annual population growth slowed during the decade through 2020, putting at risk the demographic
dividend enjoyed by the rising superpower. The National Population Census, a once-a-decade count, conducted
last year showed the country‘s population reached 1,411,778,724, up from 1,339,724,852 ten years earlier.



The average annual population growth rate of 0.53% was slower than the 0.57% measured in the 2010
census, reflecting the failure of policies designed to reverse China‘s falling birth rate. The rate of increase is the
lowest since China first conducted a census in 1953. The fastest growth was the 2.09% recorded in the 1982
census. The possibility of a declining population in coming years – the first time since the early 1960s – would
mark a key milestone for the country and have broad implications for economic growth prospects and government
finances.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the People‘s Republic of China.
National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of China. With 2,980 members in
2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan joins the International Monetary
Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. The nine-dash line area claimed by the Republic of China, later the
People‘s Republic of China (PRC), which covers most of the South China Sea and overlaps with the exclusive
economic zone claims of Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Taiwan, and Vietnam.

Japan launches first joint military drill with US, France


Japanese, US and French troops kicked off their first-ever joint military drill in southwestern Japan, as
concerns rise over China‘s growing assertiveness in the region.



An Australian naval ship is also taking part in the week-long air, land and sea exercises involving 300 ground
troops from the three countries. It comes as Tokyo looks to deepen defence ties beyond its key US ally and
with eyes on Beijing‘s moves in the East and South China seas.

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro. The current Prime Minister is Yoshihide Suga.
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Uganda‘s President Museveni takes oath to kick off his sixth term


Uganda‘s Yoweri Museveni has been sworn in for his sixth term as president. Museveni, who won reelection in January despite widespread reports of irregularities, took the oath of office at a ceremony in the
capital, Kampala.



The 76-year-old, wearing a dark blue suit and his trademark wide-brimmed hat, promised to ―pay true
allegiance‖ to the country he has ruled nonstop since taking power as a rebel leader in 1986. His victory in
January was overshadowed by the bloodiest pre-election crackdown in years, with opposition candidates forcibly
prevented from campaigning and dozens of protesters killed by security forces.

Uganda is a landlocked country in East-Central Africa. Kampala is the capital and largest city of Uganda. Yoweri
Kaguta Museveni has served as President of Uganda since 1986. Ruhakana Rugunda has been Prime Minister of
Uganda since 2014. The shilling s the currency of Uganda.

Oli reappointed as Nepal PM as Opposition fails to prove majority to form govt


K P Sharma Oli, in his capacity as leader of the largest political party in Nepal‘s Parliament, was
reappointed as Prime Minister after the Opposition parties, riddled by factionalism, failed to secure majority
seats in the House to form a new government.



President Bidya Devi Bhandari has reappointed CPN-UML Chairman Oli, as Prime Minister, after he lost a
trust vote in the House of Representatives. The Office of President said that President Bhandari reappointed
Oli as Prime Minister in his capacity as leader of the largest political party in the House of Representatives as
per Article 78(3) of the Constitution of Nepal.

US: Biden administration approves nation‘s first major offshore wind farm


In the US, the Biden administration has approved the nation‘s first major offshore wind farm, billing it as
the launch of a new domestic energy industry that will help eliminate emissions from the power sector.



The announcement made fits with U.S. President Joe Biden‘s broader agenda to combat global climate
change by decarbonizing the nation‘s economy. Approval of the Vineyard Wind project, which will be located
23 km off the coast of Massachusetts, is a significant milestone in the more than decade-long effort to permit a
commercial-scale offshore wind project in the U.S. waters.

United States of America (USA) is a federal republic composed of 50 states and capital is Washington, D.C.,. Joe
Biden is the 46th and current President of the United States. He became the oldest and wealthiest person ever to
assume the presidency, the first without prior military or government service, and the fifth to have won the
election while losing the popular vote.

Elisabetta Belloni named as first woman to head Italy secret service


A former ambassador has been named as the first woman to lead Italy‘s secret services. Prime Minister
Mario Draghi announced Elisabetta Belloni as head of the Department of Information Security (DIS).



Ms Belloni went on to lead the Italian foreign ministry‘s crisis unit from 2004 to 2008, the first time a
woman had held the role. Ms Belloni rose up within the ranks to become the first woman in the role of
secretary-general of the foreign ministry, Italy‘s highest diplomatic post, and a position she has held ever
since.

Italy is located in Southern Europe and is also considered part of Western Europe. A unitary parliamentary
republic with Rome as its capital. Sergio Mattarella is serving as the current President of the Italian Republic,
since February 2015. Euro is the official currency of it.

----------------
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE

‗Great Reset‘ initiative by World Economic Forum


The Geneva-based World Economic Forum (WEF) is well-known as the premier mouthpiece and
‗influencer‘ for the interests of global capital today. Its ambitious ‗Great Reset‘ initiative, a brainchild of its
executive director Klaus Schwab, is an unprecedented effort to shape the post-COVID world, and holds
profound implications for India and the world.



As one critic described it, the ‗Great Reset‘ is a ―massively funded, desperately ambitious, internationally
coordinated project led by some of the biggest multinational corporations and financial players on the planet and
carried out by cooperating state bodies and NGOs.‖



It proposes a radical transformation, primarily of the global economy and its production and distribution systems,
but going further, every sector from health to education, agriculture to nature conservation, to include
nearly every aspect of life on the planet.



The centrepiece of the plan is an attempt to manage and direct the ‗Fourth Industrial Revolution‘ or Industry
4.0, the sweeping technological shift that‘s being ushered by the convergence of emerging technologies, such as
Artificial Intelligence (AI), nanotech, biotech and robotics, a shift which the WEF has actively championed.

For more than three decades, the WEF has maintained close ties with India‘s political, policy and business elite, who
are regular fixtures at its annual Davos meetings, as well as the annual India Economic Summit, held in
partnership with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII), the leading organisation representing India‘s private
sector. For at least a decade or so, the WEF has been directly influencing Indian policy through its various
affiliate bodies, such as the NVA India Business Council. The purpose of the Council, which counts the likes of the
Adani Group and agribusiness majors like Dow and Monsanto among its members, is to push for greater ‗reforms‘
and ‗public-private participation‘ – i.e further industrialisation and privatisation — of Indian agriculture, in
line with the WEF‘s global programme called the New Vision for Agriculture (NVA). This is a goal that has been
long-pursued by the umbrella of international agencies that share global capital‘s agenda along with the WEF, and
have found their biggest victory in the recent farm bills promulgated by the Modi government.

NFRA prepares provisional database of companies, auditors


The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) has prepared a provisional database of companies
and auditors that come under its regulatory ambit. NFRA has the mandate to oversee compliance with
accounting and auditing standards by certain class of companies, described as Public Interest Entities (PIEs).



In this regard, a verified and accurate database of companies and auditors that come under the regulatory ambit
of NFRA is being prepare. Establishment of the database involves critical steps like identification and
verification of the primary data source, and reconciliation of data such as Company Identification Number
(CIN) from different sources.

National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) is an independent regulator to oversee the auditing profession and
accounting standards in India under Companies Act 2013. It came into existence in October 2018. The Centre has
appointed Rangachari Sridharan as chairperson of NFRA. It is based in New Delhi.
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RBI conducted SLTRO of Rs 10,000 crore for small finance banks


The Reserve Bank conducted the first auction for special long-term repo operations (SLTRO) of Rs 10,000
crore for Small Finance Banks (SFBs) on May 17. The scheme was launched to provide further support to
small business units, micro and small industries, and other unorganised sector entities, adversely affected
during the current wave of the pandemic.



To provide further support to small business units, micro and small industries, and other unorganised sector
entities adversely affected during the current wave of the pandemic, the RBI has decided to conduct SLTRO of
Rs 10,000 crore at the repo rate for the SFBs, to be deployed for fresh lending of up to Rs 10 lakh per
borrower. The facility will be available till October 31, 2021.



The central bank governor also announced a Rs 50,000-crore on-tap liquidity facility to ramp up health
infrastructure and additional loan restructuring schemes amid a series of measures to help the financial
services industry tide over the second coronavirus wave that threatens economic recovery.

The e-Kuber is the Core Banking Solution of the RBI which enables each bank to connect their single current
account across the country. The e-kuber system was implemented in 2012, and it is considered as one of the
successful central banks administered Core Banking Systems in the world. E-kuber is the core banking solution of the
RBI that gives high degree of access to commercial banks and other institutions to their current account with the
RBI. e-kuber enables banks access with their current account at anytime, everywhere across the coutnry. The e-kuber
is used by the RBI to execute various transactions with banks. Utility of e-kuber is that it is used to conduct
exercises like auctioning of government securities.

Ujjwala Singhania appointed as National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO)


Ujjwala Singhania has been appointed as the National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO), the
oldest women-led & women-centric business chamber of Southeast Asia.



She took over as the 38th President of FLO at the FLO‘s 37th Annual Session in presence of eminent
personalities including Smt. Smriti Irani, Honourable Minister for Women & Child Development, Shri Narendra
Singh Tomar, Honourable Minister for Rural Development, Dr Jitendra Singh, Minister for Development of North
Eastern Region, Government of India among others.

Reserve Bank of India appoints Jose J Kattoor as new Executive Director


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed its Bangalore regional head, Jose Kattoor as executive
director (ED). As ED Kattoor will look after human resource management, corporate strategy, budget and
rajbhasha departments at the central bank. Kattoor spent three decades in the central bank in various
departments, namely communication, human resource management, financial inclusion, supervision, currency
management among other.

SBI‘s Padma takes over as NARC‘s first CEO


State Bank of India (SBI) chief general manager (CGM) Padma Kumar Nair takes over as the first chief
executive officer (CEO) for the government approved National Asset Reconstruction Company‘s (NARC).
Nair was selected as the preferred candidate by a five member committee appointed by the Indian Banks‘
Association (IBA).

Google Pay launches international money transfers


Alphabet Inc‘s Google has launched international money transfer partnerships with remittances firms
Wise and Western Union Co for users of its U.S. payments app. Google Pay users in the United States can
now transfer money to app customers in India and Singapore, with plans to expand to the 80 countries available
via Wise, and 200 via Western Union by the end of the year.



Google‘s foray in the $470 billion remittance market, marks a further step by the technology company to
expand its financial services offering, ramping up competition in the digital payments sector. London-based
Wise was launched in 2011 with the aim of making international money transfers cheaper and easier, while
Western Union remains a market leader in remittances, with a sprawling global network of physical locations.
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Google Pay (stylized as G Pay) is a digital wallet platform and online payment system developed by Google to
power in-app, online, and in-person contactless purchases on mobile devices, enabling users to make payments
with Android phones, tablets, or watches. Users in the United States and India can also use an iOS device, albeit
with limited functionality. In addition to this, the service also supports passes such as coupons, boarding passes,
campus ID cards, car keys, event tickets, movie tickets, public transportation tickets, store cards, and loyalty cards.

PayPal introduces digital Foreign Inward Remittance Advice


PayPal has introduced an automated process to obtain the monthly Foreign Inward Remittance Advice
(FIRA). At a zero-cost, PayPal merchants will now be able to download their monthly digital FIRA issued by the
bank by logging into their PayPal account.



The fully automated process will not require sellers to place manual and individual requests, thereby reducing the
time taken to file the paperwork. The initiatives are aimed to empower Indian MSME exporters to grow their
business internationally.



FIRA is a document that acts as a proof for all inward remittances and payments received from abroad.
This is issued by banks in India and is required by exporters of all sizes individual or a business, such as a limited
company, partnership firm, sole proprietorship firm etc. It is a proof of receipt of export proceeds in foreign
currency received from outside the country.

PayPal Holdings, Inc. is an American company operating an online payments system in the majority of
countries that support online money transfers, and serves as an electronic alternative to traditional paper methods
like checks and money orders. The company operates as a payment processor for online vendors, auction sites, and
many other commercial users, for which it charges a fee. Established in 1998 as Confinity, PayPal had its initial
public offering in 2002. It became a wholly owned subsidiary of eBay later that year, valued at $1.5 billion.

Central government in consultation with RBI, decides to issue Sovereign Gold Bonds


The Central Government in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India, has decided to issue Sovereign
Gold Bonds. The Sovereign Gold Bonds will be issued in six tranches from this month to September 2021.



The Ministry said, the Sovereign Gold Bonds will be sold through Scheduled Commercial banks, Stock
Holding Corporation of India Limited, designated post offices and recognised stock exchanges. The
minimum permissible investment will be one gram of gold. The Ministry said, investors will be compensated at
a fixed rate of 2.50 percent per annum payable semi-annually on the nominal value.The Bonds will be
restricted for sale to resident individuals, Hindu Undivided Families, Trusts, Universities and Charitable
Institutions. The tenor of the Bond will be for a period of 8 years with exit option after 5 th year to be
exercised on the next interest payment dates.

Jana Small Finance Bank launches I choose my number feature


Jana Small Finance Bank announced the launch of I choose my number feature for all its customers across
India. This new feature gives the banks existing and new customers the option to select their favourite numbers as
their savings or current account number, it said in a statement.



The allocation of the account number chosen by the customer will be subject to availability of the requested
number. ―This added feature will help customers relate and connect to the bank more closely as they choose
auspicious or lucky numbers.‖

AIIB launches Sustainable Development Bond Framework


The Beijing-headquartered Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) launched a new framework to
help the investor community better. This framework is to assess how AIIB is living up to its sustainability
commitments.



The multilateral development bank said the framework outlines how AIIB is adhering to the principles set out
in its environmental and social framework that guides project selection. In addition, the bank will assess its
role in helping its members to meet their commitments under the Paris Agreement and the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.
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The document presents a summary of the policies, strategies, processes and mechanisms that govern AIIB‘s
commitment to sustainable financing activities. It also increases transparency around AIIB‘s operations by setting
out the use and management of proceeds, and how AIIB tracks the impact of its financing.

Sudatta Mandal takes charge as Sidbi‘s deputy managing director


Sudatta Mandal has taken charge as its deputy managing director of Small Industries Development Bank
of India (Sidbi). He has more than 25 years of experience in international trade and investment finance, project
finance, structured lending, small and medium enterprises lending including cluster financing, and trade finance.

Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI) is the apex regulatory body in India for overall regulation
and licensing of microfinance institutions in India. It is under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Finance,
Government of India headquartered at Lucknow and having its offices all over the country. Its purpose is to
provide refinance facilities and short-term lending to industries, and serves as the principal financial institution
in the Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSME) sector. SIDBI also coordinates the functions of institutions
engaged in similar activities. It was established on 2 April 1990, through an Act of Parliament. It is
headquartered in Lucknow. SIDBI operates under the Ministry of Finance, Government of India. SIDBI is one
of the four All India Financial Institutions regulated and supervised by the Reserve Bank of India; other three
are India Exim Bank, NABARD and NHB.

Sitharaman hands over houses to buyers of first SWAMIH project


Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman handed over possession to home buyers upon completion of the
first residential project of the Centre‘s Special Window for Affordable and Mid-Income Housing
(SWAMIH) Fund. The residential project - Rivali Park, located in suburban Mumbai, was the first housing
project in India to have received funding under the SWAMIH Fund.

UN: India‘s GDP to grow 7.5% in 2021


The UN has raised India‘s growth forecast to 7.5% for calendar year 2021, a 0.2% increase from its
projection in January. The country‘s outlook for the year, however, remained ―highly fragile‖. The World
Economic Situation and Prospects report released also projected India‘s GDP to grow by 10.1% in 2022.



The surging Covid-19 infections and inadequate vaccination progress in many countries threaten a broadbased recovery of the world economy, said the World Economic Situation and Prospects report.



The global economy is now projected to expand by 5.4 per cent in 2021 following a sharp contraction of 3.6
per cent in 2020, reflecting an upward revision from the UN forecasts released in January.

NITI Aayog and Mastercard release report titled ‗Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap
for a Digitally Inclusive Bharat‘


NITI Aayog and Mastercard released a report titled ‗Connected Commerce: Creating a Roadmap for a
Digitally Inclusive Bharat‘. The report identifies challenges in accelerating digital financial inclusion in India
and provides recommendations for making digital services accessible to its 1.3 billion citizens.



The Key recommendations in the report include strengthening the payment infrastructure to promote a level
playing field for Non-Banking Financial Companies-NBFCs and banks and digitizing registration and
compliance processes and diversifying credit sources to enable growth opportunities for Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises. It also includes building information sharing systems and ensuring that online digital
commerce platforms carry warnings to consumers to the risk of frauds.

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the
Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a topdown model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman
is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Inventions/Discoveries
NASA spacecraft starts trip back to Earth after collecting samples from Asteroid Bennu


A NASA spacecraft, which scientists believe has collected samples from an asteroid, began its two-year
journey back to Earth. NASA‘s OSIRIS-REx spacecraft is attempting to complete a mission to visit Bennu, a
skyscraper-sized asteroid some 200 million miles (320 million km) from Earth, survey the surface, collect
samples and deliver them back to Earth.



The spacecraft found traces of hydrogen and oxygen molecules – part of the recipe for water and thus the
potential for life – embedded in the asteroid‘s rocky surface, said Dante Lauretta, the OSIRIS-REx mission‘s
principal investigator, in 2018.



The trip back to Earth will take about two years. The spacecraft will then eject a capsule containing the
asteroid samples, which NASA says will land in a remote area of Utah. NASA says samples will be distributed
to research laboratories worldwide, but 75% of the samples will be preserved at the Johnson Space Center
in Houston for future generations to study with technologies not yet created.



The roughly $800 million, minivan-sized OSIRIS-REx spacecraft, built by Lockheed Martin, launched in
2016 to grab and return the first US sample of pristine asteroid materials. Japan is the only other country
to have accomplished such a feat.

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the
United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace
research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Sen. Bill Nelson was sworn in as the
14th NASA administrator on May 3, 2021, tasked with carrying out the Biden-Harris administration‘s vision for
the agency.

Mayflower 400, world‘s first Artificial Intelligence ship


A team of researchers from the marine research organization ProMare in collaboration with IBM built the
world‘s first AI ship, the ‗Mayflower 400‘. Mayflower 400, the unmanned 15-m-long trimaran that weighs
nine tons is a completely autonomous ship.



The ship is set to sail on a transatlantic voyage. Mayflower 400 will track aquatic mammals, analyze plastic
in the water, and study marine pollution. The ship is powered by Artificial Intelligence and the Sun‘s energy
via solar panels. Various nations such as India, the United States, and Switzerland have contributed a variety of
technology towards the project.

A rare but serious fungal infection ―black fungus‖ detected among Covid-19 patients


A rare but serious fungal infection, known as mucormycosis and colloquially as ―black fungus‖, is being
detected relatively frequently among Covid-19 patients in some states. The disease often manifests in the
skin and also affects the lungs and the brain. With a number of mucormycosis cases detected in Delhi,
Maharashtra and Gujarat, experts in the national Covid-19 task force issued an evidence-based advisory on the
disease.
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‗Black Fungus‘ is caused by a fungus named mucor, which is found on wet surfaces. Mucormycosis, to a
large extent, is happening to people who have diabetes. It is very uncommon in those who are not diabetic. The
cases of mucormycosis is causing blindness or other serious issues, health officials in Maharashtra and Gujarat
said. This disease is not new but is on the rise among Covid patients because the use of steroids elevates
sugar level and some medicines suppress the patients‘ immunity, said Dr Tatyarao Lahane, who heads the
state government‘s Directorate of Medical Education and Research.



This fungal infection came to light during the first ‗wave‘ of the pandemic, typically a couple of weeks after
the patient was discharged, said Dr Hetal Marfatia, professor and head of the ENT department at the
government-run KEM hospital in Mumbai. The conditions like HIV/AIDS, uncontrolled diabetes, mellitus
cancers, organ transplant, long-term corticosteroid and immunosuppressive therapy increase the risk of
this disease and the predisposing factor for most of the cases prior to the COVID-19 pandemic.



To prevent from mucormycosis, there is no vaccine. Therefore, it is difficult to avoid breathing in fungal
spores because the fungi are common in the environment. Some ways may be there to lower the chances of
developing mucormycosis for those people who have weakened immune systems. These can be avoid going in
areas with a lot of dust including construction or excavation sites, avoiding direct contact with water-damaged
buildings and flood water after hurricanes and natural disasters and avoiding activities that involve close contact
to soil. If early detected then loss of eyesight, nose or jaw through clinical intervention can be prevented.

Amphotericin B is an antifungal medication used for serious fungal infections and leishmaniasis. The fungal
infections it is used to treat include aspergillosis, blastomycosis, candidiasis, coccidioidomycosis, and
cryptococcosis. For certain infections it is given with flucytosine. It is typically given by injection into a vein.
The National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) is a government regulatory agency that controls the
prices of pharmaceutical drugs in India. National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) was constituted
vide Government of India Resolution dated 29th August, 1997 as an attached office of the Department of
Pharmaceuticals (DoP), Ministry of Chemicals and Fertilizers as an independent Regulator for pricing of drugs and to
ensure availability and accessibility of medicines at affordable prices.

DCGI approves anti-Covid drug developed by DRDO for emergency use


In a major breakthrough against the corona virus infection, a drug developed by the Defence Research and
Development Organization, DRDO got the approval for emergency use by the Drugs Controller General of
India, DCGI.



Amid the second wave of COVID-19 pandemic, this drug will prove to be beneficial for the patients who are
suffering from COVID-19. The drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose comes in powder form in sachet, which needs to be
taken orally by dissolving it in water.



It accumulates in the virus infected cells and prevents virus growth by stopping viral synthesis and energy
production. Its selective accumulation in virally infected cells makes this drug unique.



The drug has been developed by one of the DRDO lab, Institute of Nuclear Medicine and Allied Sciences,
INMAS in collaboration with Dr. Reddy‘s Laboratories. Results of clinical trials have shown that this
molecule helps in faster recovery of hospitalised patients and reduces supplemental oxygen dependence.



DCGI granted permission for emergency use of this drug as adjunct therapy in moderate to severe COVID
patients. Being a generic molecule and analogue of glucose, it can be easily produced and made available in the
country.



Pursuing Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s call for preparedness against the pandemic, DRDO took the initiative
of developing anti-Covid therapeutic application.



In April last year, scientists of the INMAS conducted laboratory experiments with the help of the Centre for
Cellular and Molecular Biology and found that this molecule works effectively against SARS-CoV-2 virus
and inhibits the viral growth.



Based on these results, the Central Drugs Standard Control Organization permitted Phase-II clinical trial
of 2-deoxy-D-glucose in COVID patients. In Phase-II clinical trial, the drug was found to be safe in Covid
patients and showed significant improvement in their recovery.
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Gorilla among 200 endangered species threatened by conflict: conservationists


Civil unrest and military exercises pose heightened risks to more than 200 threatened species, including
elephant populations and the critically-endangered Eastern gorilla.



A report from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) examined the close interplay
between the environment and armed conflict, warning that human violence and unrest were taking a devastating
toll on nature.



The report stressed that sustainable management of natural resources should be seen as a tool to help preserve
peace. ―Degradation of nature increases the likelihood of conflict, while wars devastate not only lives, but also
the natural environment,‖ IUCN director general Bruno Oberle said in a statement.



The report found that armed conflicts were particularly prevalent in some of the world's more bio-diverse
regions. IUCN said 219 endangered species were facing threats from ―war, civil unrest and military
exercises‖, including the direct killing of wildlife, degradation of ecosystems and the disruption of conservation
efforts.



While this is only a fraction of the more than 30,000 animal and plant species listed as threatened on
IUCN‘s Red List, the report stressed it included ―iconic species‖. Among them is the critically-endangered
Eastern gorilla, found in conflict-prone Democratic Republic of Congo, Rwanda and Uganda. One of the threats
to the world‘s largest living primate, according to IUCN chief scientist Thomas Brooks, is ―direct killing,
sometimes for target practice, sometimes for food.‖

The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN; officially International Union for Conservation of
Nature and Natural Resources) is an international organization working in the field of nature conservation and
sustainable use of natural resources. It is involved in data gathering and analysis, research, field projects, advocacy,
and education. IUCN‘s mission is to ―influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve nature
and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable and ecologically sustainable‖. Its headquarters are in
Gland, Switzerland

The world‘s first ‗infinite‘ plastic


In the UK, Mura Technology has begun construction of the world‘s first commercial-scale plant able to
recycle all kinds of plastic. There is one man-made material that you can find in the earth, the air and in the
deepest ocean trenches. It is so durable that the majority of what has been created is still present in our ecosystem.



Having made its way into the food chain, it permeates our bodies, flowing from our blood into our organs, even
finding its way into the human placenta. It is of course plastic, and this durability is also what makes the material
so useful. Cables stretching across ocean floors, water pipes under the ground and packaging that keeps food fresh
all rely on this property. Efficiently recycling plastic by conventional means is notoriously difficult, and only
9% of all plastic ever made has been recycled into new plastics.

Ola launches its electric ride-hailing category in London in ‗global first‘


Indian ride-hailing company Ola announced that it is launching a new electric vehicle (EV) category on its
platform, which will allow riders in London to specifically book rides in a fully electric vehicle.



The new category called Ola EV has been described as a ―global first‖ for Ola and will be available across
the UK capital and over time will be rolled out to other cities around the world where Ola is operational. The Ola
EV category will cost riders the same as a comfort category on the Ola app.

Pune ranks first, Delhi-NCR at bottom among top 8 cities in health infra: Report


When it comes to health infrastructure, Pune is the most equipped city in India, shows a recent report by
online real estate portal, Housing.com.



The Delhi-National Capital Region (NCR), which covers the national capital, Gurugram, Faridabad, Noida,
Greater Noida and Ghaziabad, was ranked the lowest in the list, primarily because of the region‘s poor scores
on air and water quality, sanitation and performance of municipal bodies. Pune offers 3.5 hospital beds per 1,000
people.
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This is much higher than India‘s national average, where there is only half a bed available per 1,000 people in
the public healthcare system, shows the report, titled ‗State of Healthcare in India‘, by the Elara
Technologies-owned online realty firm.

99 Of 100 Cities Most At Risk Environmentally in Asia


Of the 100 cities worldwide most vulnerable to environmental hazards all but one are in Asia, and fourfifths are in India or China.



Across the globe, more than 400 large cities with a total population of 1.5 billion are at ―high‖ or ―extreme‖
risk due to some mixture of life-shortening pollution, dwindling water supplies, deadly heat waves, natural
disasters and climate change.



Delhi ranks second on the global index of 576 cities compiled by business risk analysts Verisk Maplecroft,
followed within India by Chennai (3 rd), Agra (6th), Kanpur (10th), Jaipur (22nd) and Lucknow (24th). Mumbai and
its 12.5 million souls is 27th.



Indonesian capital Jakarta was named the riskiest city globally due to severe air pollution, the report said. It
also faces perennial threats from flooding and seismic activities.



India‘s urban cities such as Delhi, Chennai, Jaipur, Lucknow, Bengaluru and financial hub Mumbai are
among the top 30 places most at risk, according to the report.



In recent years, the Indian capital of New Delhi has made headlines for having air quality so hazardous that
officials were forced to declare public health emergencies and close schools.

Chandigarh University launches North India‘s first Satellite Designing Program


Chandigarh University has launched Student Satellite Designing and Training program ‗CUSAT‘ and it
has become North India‘s first University to launch the advanced training program for the students in the field
of Aerospace Engineering.



The training program would include study of Satellite Designing, Integration of Components, Testing and
Simulation of launch process, collection & analysis of data from the satellite.

73-Million-Year-Old ―Talkative‖ Dinosaur Species Found In Mexico


Paleontologists identified a new species of dinosaur after a specimen from about 73 million years ago was
found in northern Mexico, the country‘s National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH). The
scientists said the conditions in which the dino was found explain its preservation.



―About 72 or 73 million years ago, a huge herbivore dinosaur died in what must have been a body of water full
of sediment, so that its body was quickly covered by the earth and could be preserved through the ages,‖.



The animal is called Tlatolophus galorum. Its tail was discovered first, in the General Cepeda area of the
northern state of Coahuila in 2013.
----------------
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SPORTS

Sports Personalities in News
Mary Kom to compete in flyweight (51 kg) in Asian women‘s Boxing Championships



Six-time AIBA Women‘s World Champion and five-time ASBC Asian Women‘s Champion Mary Kom will
compete in the flyweight (51 kg) in Dubai in the upcoming Asian women‘s Boxing Championships.
The upcoming ASBC Asian men‘s and women‘s Boxing Championships, which scheduled to be held in New
Delhi have been relocated to Dubai, United Arab Emirates due to the current COVID-19 situation.

Alexander Zverev beat Matteo Berrettini to clinch his 2 nd Madrid Open title


In tennis, World number six Alexander Zverev beat Matteo Berrettini to clinch his second Madrid Open
title. In the men‘s doubles final, Marcel Granollers of Spain and Horacio Zeballos of Argentina defeated
Nikola Mektic and Mate Pavic of Croatia claiming the doubles title.

Formula One: Lewis Hamilton secures victory at Spanish Grand Prix


In the Formula One, Lewis Hamilton of Mercedes secured victory at the Spanish Grand Prix after an intense
pitstop strategy battle with Red Bull‘s Max Verstappen.



This was Hamilton‘s third win this season and 98 th of his career, and he also matched Michael Schumacher‘s
record of most Spanish Grand Prix wins with six triumphs each. Verstappen settled for second place with
Hamilton‘s team-mate Valtteri Bottas in third.

Boxing world championship for men to be held in Oct-Nov in Belgrade


The world championship of boxing for men will be held from October 26 to November 6 in Belgrade,
Serbia. The event was to be held in India originally but the country lost the hosting rights after failing to pay the
hosting fee last year.

Manchester City crowned Premier League champions for 3rd time in four seasons


In the English Premier League, Manchester City was crowned Premier League champions for the third
time in four seasons after Manchester United crashed to a 2-1 defeat against Leicester. This is Manchester
City‘s fourth Premier League title.

British Masters golf: Shubhankar ends tied 34th, Bland wins title


England‘s Richard Bland won the title, returning a six under 66 on the final day for an aggregate of 13 under
par on the 72-hole course. Shubhankar, along with Ajeetesh Sandhu, SSP Chawrasia and Gaganjeet Bhullar were
four Indians to have made the cut.

Leicester beat Chelsea to clinch maiden FA Cup title


Leicester won the FA Cup for the first time in the club‘s 137-year history. The Blues also have a Champions
League final to look forward to against Manchester City in two weeks‘ time, but could end the campaign without
silverware or a place in Europe‘s premier club competition next season.
-----------------
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MISCELLANEOUS
Chhattisgarh launches virtual school to impart education to children affected by Covid crisis


In Chhattisgarh, a virtual school is being set up so that children‘s education is not affected due to Corona
crisis. This virtual school will operate under the Chhattisgarh State Open School.



All schools have been closed for the past several days due to the Covid-19 pandemic. In such circumstances, to
impart online education to the children affected by Covid crisis and on-going lockdown, Chhattisgarh
Government has launched a virtual school using information technology.



Students from class 9 to 12 will be able to take admission in this virtual school. From the admission process
to the studies and examinations, all the work will be on virtual platform. Students will also have the facility to
choose a mentor of their choice and get their doubts cleared online.



The syllabus of this virtual school has been curtailed to 70 percent in comparison to the Chhattisgarh Board
of Secondary Education syllabus. The portal of this virtual school is being developed by the NIC. The process of
admission to this virtual school will start soon.

Punjab‘s only Muslim-majority town Malerkotla declared as new district


Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh declared Malerkotla as the 23 rd district of the state while
announcing a slew of projects for the development of the historic city.



Initially, the sub-divisions of Malerkotla and Ahmedgarh, as well as the sub-tehsil of Amargarh, would be
included in the newly-created district.

Ladakh State Board for Wildlife approves proposals for 11 Defence Roads in UT


Ladakh State Board for Wildlife has approved proposals for eleven Defence Roads in the Union Territory.
Ladakh Lieutenant Governor R K Mathur chaired the second State Board for Wildlife (SBWL) meeting of
Union Territory of Ladakh. The new roads would cover an area of 154.08 hectares. These proposals were
shared with the National Board for Wildlife for clearances.



The board meeting also discussed rationalisation boundaries of protected areas, wildlife clearance for
construction of border roads, uninterrupted movement of wildlife in the landscape during and after the
implementation of developmental projects, habitat fragmentation, payment of compensation, poaching cases, the
menace of feral dogs and waste management

Haryana: 6,000 monkeys documented in three days


At least 600 people throughout Haryana participated in a three-day Monkey Census and documented
approximately 6,000 monkeys on a specially designed mobile application by the Wildlife Institute of India
(WII). The mobile application — titled ‗Wildlife Census Haryana‘ — was designed by WII, Dehradun.

All-Time Favourites for Children by Ruskin Bond


India‘s favourite writer Ruskin Bond has brought forth a carefully curated and handpicked collection of his
short stories in a new book titled ‗All Time Favourites For Children‘. His first novel, ‗The Room on the Roof‘,
which was written when he was seventeen, received the John Llewellyn Rhys Memorial Prize in 1957.



Since then he has written over 500 short stories, essays and novellas (including ‗Vagrants in the Valley‘ and ‗A
Flight of Pigeons‘) and more than forty books for children. Bond‘s ‗All Time Favourites For Children; is
published under the Puffin imprint of Penguin Books.
-----------------
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PERSONS IN NEWS
India-born Rajesh Agrawal re-appointed London‘s deputy mayor for business


India-born entrepreneur Rajesh Agrawal has been re-appointed as London‘s Deputy Mayor for Business
by Mayor Sadiq Khan after he won a second term in local elections.



Agrawal, who is also the co-chair of the Labour Friends of India (LFIN) diaspora representative group of
the Opposition Labour Party, arrived in London in 2001 and went on to grow a small foreign exchange and
money transfer enterprise into a multi-million-pound UK-headquartered business.

Distinguished mathematician Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan passes away


Distinguished mathematician Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan FRS passes away. Famous for
Narasimhan-Seshadri theorem, he made pioneering contributions to differential & algebraic geometry.



He played key role in development of Mathematics in India. He was the only Indian to be awarded with
King Faisal International Prize for Science & First Chair of National Board for Higher Mathematics.



Prof. M S Narasimhan contributions are in the areas of Algebraic Geometry, Differential Geometry,
Representation Theory of Lie groups and Partial Differential Equations. In Algebraic Geometry he has made
pioneering contributions to the development of the theory of moduli spaces of vector bundles on curves and
higher dimensional projective varieties.

Edappadi Palanisami elected as opposition leader of AIADMK


Former Chief Minister and AIADMK joint Commission Coordinator Edappadi Palanisami has been
elected as the opposition leader of the AIADMK. The party has 66 MLAs in the assembly.

Assam gets first woman finance minister


Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma distributed portfolios to 13 members of his cabinet. With
Ajanta Neog taking charge of the finance department, the state got its first woman finance minister. The new
council of ministers comprises 11 ministers from the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), including the chief minister,
two from alliance partner the Asom Gana Parishad (AGP) and one from the United People‘s Party Liberal
(UPPL).

Antonio Guterres appoints Martin Griffiths as UN humanitarian chief


The UN chief has appointed veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths, a seasoned negotiator with wide
global experience, as the new UN humanitarian chief.



Griffiths brings extensive leadership experience in humanitarian affairs at headquarters and country levels,
both strategically and operationally,‖ Secretary-General Antonio Guterres as well as senior level experience in
international conflict resolution, negotiation and mediation.
-----------------
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AWARDS
World Food Prize 2021 won by Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted of Indian Descent


World Food Prize 2021 won by Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted of Indian Descent. The prize has been
awarded to Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh for her work has transformed aquatic food systems. World Food
Prize is an award that aims to recognise achievements made in the field of food and agriculture.



According to the official website, the research must have resulted in ―a demonstrable increase in the quantity,
quality, availability of, or access to food for a large number of people‖. The award is also referred to as the
Nobel Prize for Food and Agriculture. Every year, the committee selects one person who will be awarded
the title and prize money of $250,000.



The World Food Prize 2021 award goes to Dr. Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted - a global nutrition expert of
Indian descent. She has won the prize for her ground-breaking research in developing holistic, nutrition-sensitive
approaches to aquaculture and food systems.

The World Food Prize is an international award recognizing the achievements of individuals who have advanced
human development by improving the quality, quantity, or availability of food in the world. Since 1987, the prize
has been awarded annually to recognize contributions in any field involved in the world food supply. Ms. Stinson will
become the second president of the Foundation since Dr. Norman Borlaug established it in 1986. Mankombu
Sambasivan Swaminathan won the World Food Prize for advancing human development through increased
quantity, quality or accessibility of food, 1987.

Taylor Swift to be feted with global icon award at 2021 Brit Awards, will be first female artiste to
receive honour


Singer-songwriter Taylor Swift is set to be feted at the upcoming Brit Awards, where she will receive the
global icon award at this year‘s ceremony. According to Billboard, the American singer will become the first
female artiste and the first non-English artiste to receive the honour, which the British characterise as their
highest accolade.



The only previous recipients are Elton John (2014), David Bowie (2016) and Robbie Williams (2017). The
global icon award is given ―in recognition of her immense impact on music across the world and incredible
repertoire and achievements to date‖.

IREDA Bags ―Green Urja Award‖


Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd (IREDA) has been conferred with ―Green Urja Award‖
for being the Leading Public Institution in Financing Institution for Renewable Energy this year by Indian
Chamber of Commerce (ICC).



IREDA gets the award for the pivotal and developmental role it plays in Green Energy Financing.
Appreciating the members of the jury for selecting IREDA, Shri Das said that he is honoured to receive this
award on behalf of IREDA. The award recognises our immense contribution in development of Renewable
Energy Sector in line with the Hon‘ble Prime Minister‘s vision of Atma Nirbhar Bharat.

20-year-old Kolkata boy became the first Indian ever to bag the ‗Youth Photographer of the
Year‘ title


Kolkata boy Pubarun Basu became the first Indian to win the Youth Competition of Sony World
Photography Awards 2021 and bagged the title of the ‗Youth Photographer of the Year 2021‘ by the World
Photography Organization.



Pubarun became the first Indian in the 14-year-old history of the Sony World Photography Awards to
become the winner.



The photo of that silhouette went on to bag him the title of ‗Youth Photographer of the Year 2021‘ by the
World Photography Organization. Pubarun became the first Indian in the 14-year-old history of the Sony
World Photography Awards to become the winner.
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Nagaland conservationist Nuklu Phom gets prestigious Whitley Awards 2021


An environmentalist from Nagaland‘s remote Longleng district has won this year‘s Whitley Awards 2021, also
known as the Green Oscar.



Nuklu Phom‘s name, along with that of five others, was announced in a virtual award ceremony organised by
the UK-based Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN).



The award recognises Phom‘s efforts at establishing a new biodiversity peace corridor changing the fate of
Amur Falcons, which come to roost in Nagaland each year, from being hunted by locals.



Worth £40,000, the award is for creating a new network of community-owned forests to protect Amur
Falcons and increase biodiversity in Nagaland.

Klara and the Sun, the first novel by Kazuo Ishiguro since he was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Literature


Klara and the Sun is the eighth novel by the Nobel Prize-winning British writer Kazuo Ishiguro, published
on March 2, 2021. It is a dystopian science fiction story.



The novel is set in a dystopian future in which some children are genetically-engineered (―lifted‖) for
enhanced academic ability.



As schooling is provided entirely at home by on-screen tutors, opportunities for socialization are limited and
parents who can afford it often buy their children androids as companions.



The book is narrated by one such Artificial Friend (AF) called Klara. Although exceptionally intelligent and
observant, Klara‘s knowledge of the world is limited.



One day, Klara‘s job is done, and she, too, is sorted out. She doesn‘t even think about rebellion. She has a lot in
common with Ishiguro‘s perhaps best-known literary figure, the docile butler Stevens in The Remains of the
Day, which garnered Ishiguro the Booker Prize in 1989 and which was also an international box office
success in a film starring Anthony Hopkins.
------------------
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IMPORTANT DAYS
International Day of Argania 10 May


In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the International Day of Argania. The
resolution, submitted by Morocco, was co-sponsored by 113 member states of the United Nations and adopted by
consensus.

National Technology Day 2021


National Technology Day is celebrated every year on May 11 to highlight the achievements of engineers and
scientists in the field of technology and science. The day acts as a reminder of the country‘s technological
advancements.



It was first observed on May 11, 1999, and aims to commemorate the scientific and technological achievements of
Indian scientists and engineers. The theme of the National Technology Day 2021 theme is ―Science and
Technology for a Sustainable Future‖.

International Day of Families 15 May


In 1993, the General Assembly decided in a resolution that 15 May of every year should be observed as The
International Day of Families. This day provides an opportunity to promote awareness of issues relating to
families and to increase the knowledge of the social, economic and demographic processes affecting families.



The theme for International Day of Families 2021 is ‗Families and new technologies‘. It focuses on the impact
of new technologies on the well-being of families.

International Day of Light


The International Day of Light is celebrated on 16 May each year, the anniversary of the first successful
operation of the laser in 1960 by physicist and engineer, Theodore Maiman. This day is a call to strengthen
scientific cooperation and harness its potential to foster peace and sustainable development.



The International Day of Light is celebrated annually on May 16. However, this year, the International Day of
Light 2021 was observed on May 16. The day also marks the anniversary of the first successful operation of
the laser in 1960 by physicist and engineer Theodore Maiman.
------------------

References:
The Hindu
The Economics Times
Indian Express
Press Information Bureau of India
The Times of India
Business Standard
News on AIR
Hindustan Times
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QUESTIONS
1.

Who has been recently re-elected as Mayor of London for a second term?
(a) Issak Khan
(b) Sadiq Khan
(c) Mahesh Gujral

(d) Manish Koirala

2.

The Government of India and European Investment Bank (EIB) signed the finance contract for second tranche of
150 million Euro for _______ project through a virtual signing ceremony.
(a) Pune Metro Rail
(b) Bhopal Metro Rail
(c) Indore Metro Rail
(d) Kochi Metro Rail

3.

Who has been sworn in as the New Chief Minister of Assam?
(a) Himanta Biswa Sarma
(b) Sarbananda Sonowal
(c) Aditya Jasraj
(d) Vibhuti Pandya

4.

The United States joined a _______ led global campaign to stamp out violent extremism online.
(a) New Zealand
(b) Canada
(c) Ireland
(d) Portugal

5.

What is the name of the drug developed by the Defence Research and Development Organization (DRDO) against
the corona virus infection?
(a) 1-deoxy-D-glucose (b) 2-deoxy-D-glucose (c) 4-deoxy-D-glucose (d) 9-deoxy-D-glucose

6.

The National _______ Reporting Authority (NFRA) has prepared a provisional database of companies and auditors
that come under its regulatory ambit.
(a) Fund
(b) Financial
(c) Fundamental
(d) Free

7.

The Reserve Bank will conduct the first auction for special long-term repo operations (SLTRO) of _______ for
Small Finance Banks (SFBs).
(a) Rs 1,000 crore
(b) Rs 5,000 crore
(c) Rs 10,000 crore
(d) Rs 25,000 crore

8.

A team of researchers from the marine research organization ProMare in collaboration with IBM built the world‘s
first AI ship _______.
(a) ‗Mayflower 400‘
(b) ‗Comflower 200‘
(c) ‗Aumflower 800‘
(d) ‗Bowflower 1000‘

9.

Six-time AIBA Women‘s World Champion and five-time ASBC Asian Women‘s Champion _______ will compete
in the flyweight (51 kg) in Dubai in the upcoming Asian women‘s Boxing Championships.
(a) Babita Phogat
(b) Geeta Phogat
(c) Mary Kom
(d) Mirabhai Chanu

10.

The International Day of Argania is observed on:
(a) 10th May
(b) 12th May

(c) 15th May

(d) 20th May

11.

According to Billboard, Name the American singer who will become the first female artiste and the first nonEnglish artiste to receive global icon award at 2021 Brit Awards.
(a) Taylor Swift
(b) Rihanaa
(c) Britney Spears
(d) Shakira

12.

National Technology Day is celebrated on _______.
(a) 3rd May
(b) 5th May
(c) 9th May

(d) 11th May

13.

Recently, who has been elected as the opposition leader of the AIADMK?
(a) Edappadi Palanisami
(b) M Murughan Swamy
(c) O Paneerselvam
(d) P Ramesh

14.

Name the Nepal Prime Minister who has recently lost the vote of confidence in the House of Representatives.
(a) Madhav Kumar Nepal
(b) KP Sharma Oli
(c) Manoj Kumar Koirala
(d) M S Dheeraj
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15.

Name the app launched by INTERPOL which will help identify stolen cultural property, reduce illicit trafficking,
and increase the chances of recovering stolen works and artefacts.
(a) INTERPOL RM-Art
(b) INTERPOL FG-Art
(c) INTERPOL ID-Art
(d) INTERPOL MJ-Art

16.

Recently, Himanta Biswa Sarma was sworn in as the _______ Chief Minister of Assam replacing former Chief
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal.
(a) 11th
(b) 13th
(c) 15th
(d) 17th

17.

Who has been appointed as the National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO), the oldest women-led &
women-centric business chamber of Southeast Asia?
(a) Ujjwala Singhania
(b) Roshani Nadar
(c) Aditi Kulshrestha
(d) Meenakshi Jha

18.

Who has been recently appointed as executive director (ED) of The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)?
(a) Jose Kattoor
(b) Mukesh Luthra
(c) Aditya Jagtap
(d) Murugan Kuloathi

19.

According to report from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), how many endangered
species were facing threats from ―war, civil unrest and military exercises?
(a) 103
(b) 168
(c) 184
(d) 219

20.

Who among the following clinched his second Men Madrid Open title?
(a) Alexander Zverev
(b) Matteo Berrettini
(c) Roger Federer

(d) Alex Madriv

21.

Recently, Ajanta Neog took charge as the first woman state finance minister of:
(a) West Bengal
(b) Assam
(c) Tamil Nadu
(d) Kerala

22.

Which of the following states has become the first Indian state to have a real-time digital flood reporting system?
(a) Odisha
(b) Gujarat
(c) Assam
(d) West Bengal

23.

China‘s annual population growth slowed during the decade through 2020, the average annual population growth
rate of _______ was slower than the 0.57% measured in the 2010 census.
(a) 0.33%
(b) 0.53%
(c) 0.25%
(d) 0.36%

24.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi will not attend the G7 Summit to be held in _______ in person.
(a) Milan in Italy
(b) Lyon in France
(c) Cornwall in UK
(d) Beijing in China

25.

Recently, Japanese, US and _______ troops kicked off their first-ever joint military drill in southwestern Japan, as
concerns rise over China‘s growing assertiveness in the region.
(a) German
(b) Russian
(c) French
(d) British

26.

The International Day of Families is observed on:
(a) 11th May
(b) 13th May
(c) 15th May

(d) 17th May

27.

Who among the following took over as the first chief executive officer (CEO) for the government approved
National Asset Reconstruction Company‘s (NARC)?
(a) Vishesh Kumar
(b) Akhilesh Pratap Singh
(c) Padma Kumar Nair
(d) Atul Kumar Jain

28.

Recently, the 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held virtually in _______.
(a) Mumbai
(b) New Delhi
(c) Bengaluru
(d) Hyderabad

29.

NASA‘s OSIRIS-REx spacecraft is attempting to complete a mission to visit _______ a skyscraper-sized asteroid
some 200 million miles from Earth, survey the surface, collect samples and deliver them back to Earth.
(a) Bennu
(b) Verty
(c) Johar
(d) Miscus
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30.

The world championship of boxing for men will be held in _______.
(a) Belgrade, Serbia
(b) New Delhi, India
(c) Brussels, Belgium
(d) Munich, Germany

31.

Which state has launched CG Teeka web portal to enable the disadvantaged section of its population to register for
Covid-19 vaccination programme through help desks, to be set up at hundreds of locations across the state?
(a) Madhya Pradesh
(b) Chhattisgarh
(c) Andhra Pradesh
(d) Karnataka

32.

Recently, Yoweri Museveni has been sworn in for his sixth term as president of:
(a) Nigeria
(b) Liberia
(c) Uganda
(d) The Gambia

33.

Which of the following countries has begun construction of the world‘s first commercial-scale plant able to recycle
all kinds of plastic?
(a) Germany
(b) Canada
(c) UK
(d) France

34.

Recently, K P Sharma Oli was reappointed as Prime Minister of _______ after the Opposition parties failed to
secure majority seats in the House to form a new government.
(a) Bhutan
(b) Nepal
(c) Myanmar
(d) Malaysia

35.

Which of the following companies has introduced an automated process to obtain the monthly Foreign Inward
Remittance Advice (FIRA)?
(a) Microsoft
(b) Google
(c) PayPal
(d) Paytm

36.

Recently, Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment chaired the 1st BRICS Employment Working
Group (EWG) Meeting in:
(a) Pune
(b) Mumbai
(c) Gurugram
(d) New Delhi

37.

In a first of its kind, the Government has published an action plan for animal welfare that will revolutionise the
treatment of animals in the _______ and introduce measures to protect the welfare of animals abroad.
(a) France
(b) Germany
(c) UK
(d) Canada

38.

The Central Government in consultation with the _______ has decided to issue Sovereign Gold Bonds.
(a) State Bank of India
(b) Reserve Bank of India
(c) Punjab National Bank
(d) Central Bank of India

39.

The International Day of Light is celebrated on _______ each year.
(a) 11th May
(b) 13th May
(c) 16th May

(d) 18th May

40.

Recently, World Food Prize 2021 was won by _______ of Indian descent.
(a) Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted
(b) Anandita Raisinghania
(c) Sakina Hussain
(d) Sushma Kataria

41.

Vineyard Wind project has been approved as the first major offshore wind farm of:
(a) France
(b) Germany
(c) USA
(d) Canada

42.

Who has been named as the first woman to lead Italy‘s secret services recently?
(a) Gandriana Griffith
(b) Elisabetta Belloni
(c) Allisia Bartoli
(d) Margareta Paoli

43.

Recently, Ladakh State Board for Wildlife has approved proposals for _______ Defence Roads in the Union
Territory.
(a) Six
(b) Nine
(c) Eleven
(d) Twelve
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44.

Which of the following small finance bank announced the launch of I choose my number feature for all its
customers across India?
(a) Utkarsh Small Finance Bank Ltd.
(b) Jana Small Finance Bank
(c) Ujjivan Small Finance Bank
(d) Fincare Small Finance Bank

45.

In the English Premier League who was crowned Premier League champions for the third time in four seasons?
(a) Manchester City
(b) Chelsea
(c) Leicester City
(d) Manchester United

46.

According to the global index of 576 cities compiled by business risk analysts Verisk Maplecroft, how many cities
out of 100 Cities are most at risk environmentally in Asia?
(a) 99
(b) 95
(c) 85
(d) 75

47.

Who has taken charge as deputy managing director of Small Industries Development Bank of India (SIDBI)?
(a) Sudatta Mandal
(b) Brinda Gupta
(c) Vinita Jalan
(d) Mrinalini Jha

48.

According to a recent report by online real estate portal, Housing.com, which of the following cities is the most
equipped city in India?
(a) Pune
(b) Nagpur
(c) Mumbai
(d) New Delhi

49.

Which of the following states participated in a three-day Monkey Census and documented approximately 6,000
monkeys on a specially designed mobile application by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII)?
(a) Punjab
(b) Haryana
(c) West Bengal
(d) Madhya Pradesh

50.

Who has been conferred with ―Green Urja Award‖ for being the Leading Public Institution in Financing Institution
for Renewable Energy this year by Indian Chamber of Commerce (ICC)?
(a) Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd. IREDA
(b) SIDBI
(c) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(d) IRCTC

51.

The World Telecommunication and Information Society Day is celebrated on:
(a) 13th May
(b) 15th May
(c) 17th May
(d) 19th May

52.

Recently, third Arctic Science Ministerial was Co-hosted by:
(a) Iceland and Japan
(b) Ireland and Britain
(c) Mexico and Malaysia
(d) Indonesia and New Zealand

53.

Recently, The UN chief has appointed veteran British diplomat _______ as the new UN humanitarian chief.
(a) Martin Griffiths
(b) Thomas Mueller
(c) Alex Stewart
(d) Fringen Joseph

54.

According to a World Bank report, which of the following Asian countries received over USD83 billion in
remittances in 2020?
(a) China
(b) Malaysia
(c) India
(d) Pakistan

55.

Recently, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman handed over possession to home buyers upon completion of
the first residential project of the Centre‘s _______ Fund.
(a) SWAMIH
(b) THAMI
(c) BHUSWAMI
(d) KATHANIK

56.

Which of the following universities has launched Student Satellite Designing and Training program ‗CUSAT‘ and
has become North India‘s first University to launch the advanced training program for the students in the field of
Aerospace Engineering?
(a) Chandigarh University
(b) Delhi University
(c) Gorakhpur University
(d) Lucknow University
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57.

Name the environmentalist from Nagaland who has won this year‘s Whitley Awards 2021, also known as the
Green Oscar.
(a) Muklu Hartu
(b) Pheno Mers
(c) Nuklu Phom
(d) Chuklu Omar

58.

Name the Kolkata boy who became the first Indian to win the Youth Competition of Sony World Photography
Awards 2021.
(a) Pubarun Basu
(b) Mukul Das
(c) Pravin Bannerjee
(d) Hitesh Chattopadhyay

59.

Klara and the Sun is the eighth novel by the Nobel Prize-winning British writer _______.
(a) Kazuo Ishiguro
(b) Olga Togarchuk
(c) Martha Samantha
(d) Stella Prize

60.

Name the Indian writer who has brought forth a carefully curated and handpicked collection of his short stories in a
new book titled ‗All Time Favourites For Children‘.
(a) Ruskin Bond
(b) Tom Alter
(c) Thomas Brooks
(d) Haneef Ahmed

61.

Recently, Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan FRS passes away. He was a distinguished _______.
(a) Nuclear Scientist
(b) Mathematician
(c) Geologist
(d) Biologist

62.

In which state, a virtual school is being set up so that children‘s education is not affected due to Corona crisis?
(a) Jharkhand
(b) Madhya Pradesh
(c) Chhattisgarh
(d) Karnataka

63.

Who won the title at British Masters golf recently?
(a) Ajeetesh Sandhu
(b) Richard Bland
(c) SSP Chawrasia

(d) Thomas Dhiman

64.

In order to mitigate the criticality of inadequate availability of specialised medical manpower, veteran defence
doctors have come forward answering the call of the nation to provide free online consultation services on the
_______ platform.
(a) e-Sanjeevani
(b) e-Aushadhi
(c) e-Samadhan
(d) e-Sampurna

65.

Recently, Paleontologists identified a new species of dinosaur after a specimen from about 73 million years ago
was found in _______.
(a) Mexico
(b) China
(c) Japan
(d) Indonesia

66.

Who has been re-appointed as London‘s Deputy Mayor for Business recently?
(a) Rajesh Agrawal
(b) Abhay Parashar
(c) Sadiq Khan
(d) Bhupinder Thakur

67.

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) is headquartered at:
(a) Beijing
(b) Hongkong
(c) Manila

(d) Shanghai

68.

Which of the following states declared Malerkotla as the 23rd district of the state?
(a) Uttar Pradesh
(b) Maharashtra
(c) Punjab
(d) Madhya Pradesh

69.

Which of the following teams won the FA Cup for the first time in the club‘s 137-year history?
(a) Leicester
(b) FC Barcelona
(c) Liverpool
(d) Manchester City

70.

International Day of Families is celebrated on:
(a) 12th May
(b) 14th May
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION
1. b

Sadiq Khan has been re-elected as Mayor of London for a second term after beating his closest rival with a vote
share of 55.2 per cent versus 44.8 per cent in an election that was closer than expected.

2. a

The Government of India and European Investment Bank (EIB) signed the finance contract for second tranche of
150 million Euro for Pune Metro Rail project through a virtual signing ceremony.

3. a

Himanta Biswa Sarma has been sworn in as the New Chief Minister of Assam.

4. a

The United States joined a New Zealand-led global campaign to stamp out violent extremism online

5. b

The drug 2-deoxy-D-glucose comes in powder form in sachet, which needs to be taken orally by dissolving it in
water.

6. b

The National Financial Reporting Authority (NFRA) has prepared a provisional database of companies and
auditors that come under its regulatory ambit.

7. c

The Reserve Bank will conduct the first auction for special long-term repo operations (SLTRO) of Rs 10,000 crore
for Small Finance Banks (SFBs).

8. a

A team of researchers from the marine research organization ProMare in collaboration with IBM built the world‘s
first AI ship, the ‗Mayflower 400‘.

9. c

Six-time AIBA Women‘s World Champion and five-time ASBC Asian Women‘s Champion Mary Kom will
compete in the flyweight (51 kg) in Dubai in the upcoming Asian women‘s Boxing Championships.

10. a In 2021, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 10 May the International Day of Argania.
11. a According to Billboard, the American singer will become the first female artiste and the first non-English artiste to
receive the honour, which the British characterise as their highest accolade.
12. d National Technology Day is celebrated every year on May 11 to highlight the achievements of engineers and
scientists in the field of technology and science.
13. a Former Chief Minister and AIADMK joint Commission Coordinator Edappadi Palanisami has been elected as the
opposition leader of the AIADMK.
14. b Nepal Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli has lost the vote of confidence in the House of Representatives.
15. c INTERPOL‘s ID-Art app enables users ranging from law enforcement to the general public to get mobile access to
the INTERPOL database of stolen works of art, create an inventory of private art collections and report cultural
sites potentially at risk.
16. c Himanta Biswa Sarma was sworn in as the 15th Chief Minister of Assam replacing former Chief Minister
Sarbananda Sonowal.
17. a Ujjwala Singhania has been appointed as the National President of FICCI Ladies Organization (FLO), the oldest
women-led & women-centric business chamber of Southeast Asia.
18. a The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has appointed its Bangalore regional head, Jose Kattoor as executive director
(ED).
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19. d IUCN said 219 endangered species were facing threats from ―war, civil unrest and military exercises‖, including
the direct killing of wildlife, degradation of ecosystems and the disruption of conservation efforts.
20. a In tennis, World number six Alexander Zverev beat Matteo Berrettini to clinch his second Madrid Open title.
21. b Assam Chief Minister Himanta Biswa Sarma distributed portfolios to 13 members of his cabinet. With Ajanta Neog
taking charge of the finance department, the state got its first woman finance minister.
22. c Assam launched a digital real-time Flood Reporting and Information Management System (FIRMS) in the state of
Assam. With the launch of FRIMS, Assam becomes the first Indian state to have a real-time digital flood reporting
system.
23. b The average annual population growth rate of 0.53% was slower than the 0.57% measured in the 2010 census.
24. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi will not attend the G7 Summit to be held in Cornwall in the UK in person.
25. c Japanese, US and French troops kicked off their first-ever joint military drill in southwestern Japan, as concerns
rise over China‘s growing assertiveness in the region.
26. c In 1993, the General Assembly decided in a resolution that 15 May of every year should be observed as The
International Day of Families.
27. c State Bank of India (SBI) chief general manager (CGM) Padma Kumar Nair is all set to take over as the first chief
executive officer (CEO) for the government approved National Asset Reconstruction Company‘s (NARC).
28. b The 4th India-Swiss Financial Dialogue was held virtually in New Delhi.
29. a NASA‘s OSIRIS-REx spacecraft is attempting to complete a mission to visit Bennu, a skyscraper-sized asteroid
some 200 million miles (320 million km) from Earth, survey the surface, collect samples and deliver them back to
Earth.
30. a The world championship of boxing for men will be held from October 26 to November 6 in Belgrade, Serbia.
31. b Chhattisgarh has launched CG Teeka web portal to enable the disadvantaged section of its population to register for
Covid-19 vaccination programme through help desks, to be set up at hundreds of locations across the state.
32. c Uganda‘s Yoweri Museveni has been sworn in for his sixth term as president.
33. c In the UK, Mura Technology has begun construction of the world‘s first commercial-scale plant able to recycle all
kinds of plastic. The plant can handle mixed plastic, coloured plastic, plastic of all composites, all stages of decay,
even plastic contaminated with food or other kinds of waste.
34. b K P Sharma Oli, in his capacity as leader of the largest political party in Nepal‘s Parliament, was reappointed as
Prime Minister after the Opposition parties, riddled by factionalism, failed to secure majority seats in the House to
form a new government.
35. c PayPal has introduced an automated process to obtain the monthly Foreign Inward Remittance Advice (FIRA).
36. d Shri Apurva Chandra, Secretary, Labour and Employment chaired the 1st BRICS Employment Working Group
(EWG) Meeting in Sushma Swaraj Bhawan, New Delhi in virtual format.
37. c In a first of its kind, the Government has published an action plan for animal welfare that will revolutionise the
treatment of animals in the UK and introduce measures to protect the welfare of animals abroad.
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38. b The Central Government in consultation with the Reserve Bank of India has decided to issue Sovereign Gold
Bonds.
39. c The International Day of Light is celebrated on 16 May each year, the anniversary of the first successful operation
of the laser in 1960 by physicist and engineer, Theodore Maiman.
40. a World Food Prize 2021 Won By Shakuntala Haraksingh Thilsted Of Indian Descent
41. c In the US, the Biden administration has approved the nation‘s first major offshore wind farm, billing it as the
launch of a new domestic energy industry that will help eliminate emissions from the power sector.
42. b Prime Minister Mario Draghi announced Elisabetta Belloni as head of the Department of Information Security
(DIS).
43. c Ladakh State Board for Wildlife has approved proposals for eleven Defence Roads in the Union Territory.
44. b Jana Small Finance Bank announced the launch of I choose my number feature for all its customers across India.
45. a In the English Premier League, Manchester City was crowned Premier League champions for the third time in four
seasons after Manchester United crashed to a 2-1 defeat against Leicester.
46. a Of the 100 cities worldwide most vulnerable to environmental hazards all but one are in Asia, and four-fifths are in
India or China, according to a risk assessment published. Delhi ranks second on the global index of 576 cities
compiled by business risk analysts Verisk Maplecroft, followed within India by Chennai (3rd), Agra (6th), Kanpur
(10th), Jaipur (22nd) and Lucknow (24th).
47. a Sudatta Mandal has taken charge as its deputy managing director of Small Industries Development Bank of India
(Sidbi).
48. a When it comes to health infrastructure, Pune is the most equipped city in India, shows a recent report by online real
estate portal, Housing.com.
49. b At least 600 people throughout Haryana participated in a three-day Monkey Census and documented approximately
6,000 monkeys on a specially designed mobile application by the Wildlife Institute of India (WII).
50. a Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency Ltd. IREDA has been conferred with ―Green Urja Award‖ for
being the Leading Public Institution in Financing Institution for Renewable Energy this year by Indian Chamber of
Commerce (ICC).
51. c World Telecommunication Day has been celebrated annually on 17 May since 1969, marking the founding of ITU
and the signing of the first International Telegraph Convention in 1865.
52. a ASM3 is the 3rd Arctic Science Ministerial Co-hosted by Iceland and Japan. 8-9 May 2021 Tokyo, Japan.
53. a The UN chief has appointed veteran British diplomat Martin Griffiths, a seasoned negotiator with wide global
experience, as the new UN humanitarian chief.
54. c India received over USD83 billion in remittances in 2020, a drop of just 0.2 per cent from the previous year, despite
a pandemic that devastated the world economy, according to a World Bank report.
55. a Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman handed over possession to home buyers upon completion of the first
residential project of the Centre‘s Special Window for Affordable and Mid-Income Housing (SWAMIH) Fund.
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56. a Chandigarh University has launched Student Satellite Designing and Training program ‗CUSAT‘ and it has
become North India‘s first University to launch the advanced training program for the students in the field of
Aerospace Engineering.
57. c An environmentalist from Nagaland‘s remote Longleng district has won this year‘s Whitley Awards 2021, also
known as the Green Oscar. Nuklu Phom‘s name, along with that of five others, was announced in a virtual award
ceremony organised by the UK-based Whitley Fund for Nature (WFN).
58. a Kolkata boy Pubarun Basu became the first Indian to win the Youth Competition of Sony World Photography
Awards 2021 and bagged the title of the ‗Youth Photographer of the Year 2021‘ by the World Photography
Organization.
59. a Klara and the Sun is the eighth novel by the Nobel Prize-winning British writer Kazuo Ishiguro. It is a dystopian
science fiction story.
60. a India‘s favourite writer Ruskin Bond has brought forth a carefully curated and handpicked collection of his short
stories in a new book titled ‗All Time Favourites For Children‘.
61. b Distinguished mathematician Padma Bhushan Prof. M S Narasimhan FRS passes away.
62. c In Chhattisgarh, a virtual school is being set up so that children‘s education is not affected due to Corona crisis.
63. b England‘s Richard Bland won the title, returning a six under 66 on the final day for an aggregate of 13 under par on
the 72-hole course.
64. a In order to mitigate the criticality of inadequate availability of specialised medical manpower, veteran defence
doctors have come forward answering the call of the nation to provide free online consultation services on the eSanjeevani platform.
65. a Paleontologists identified a new species of dinosaur after a specimen from about 73 million years ago was found in
northern Mexico, the country‘s National Institute of Anthropology and History (INAH).
66. a India-born entrepreneur Rajesh Agrawal has been re-appointed as London‘s Deputy Mayor for Business by Mayor
Sadiq Khan after he won a second term in local elections.
67. a The Beijing-headquartered Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) launched a new framework to help the
investor community better. This framework is to assess how AIIB is living up to its sustainability commitments.
68. c Punjab Chief Minister Amarinder Singh declared Malerkotla as the 23 rd district of the state while announcing a
slew of projects for the development of the historic city.
69. a Leicester won the FA Cup for the first time in the club‘s 137-year history.
70. c In 1993, the General Assembly decided that 15 May of every year should be observed as The International Day of
Families.
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