'

MANTHAN
A General Awareness Weekly
12th April to 18th April, 2021

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021

Page : 1

PREFACE
Dear Students,

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our
team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the
section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations.

Happy Reading

Team CL
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE
National

Adults free to choose their faith, says Supreme Court


Maintaining that an adult is free to choose a religion of his or her choice, the Supreme Court refused to
entertain a BJP leader‘s PIL seeking directions to ban black magic, superstition and fraudulent religious
conversions.



―We don‘t see a reason why a person above 18 years can‘t choose his or her religion,‖ a Bench, headed by
Justice RF Nariman, said, terming Delhi BJP leader Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay‘s PIL a ―publicity interest
litigation‖.



The top court said there was a reason why the word ―propagate‖ figured in Article 25 of the Constitution
which guaranteed right to religion. After the top court‘s refusal to entertain his PIL, Upadhyay chose to withdraw
it. Later, the BJP leader said he would approach the Ministry of Law and Justice and the Law Commission.



Justice Nariman also said that, personally, he disagreed with the Supreme Court‘s judgment in the Rev
Stainislaus case in 1977 whereby it was held that the right to propagate did not include the right to convert
someone to one‘s own religion.



This judgment, therefore, upheld the constitutional validity of the laws enacted by the Madhya Pradesh and
Odisha legislatures prohibiting conversion by force, fraud or allurement. At this point, the counsel sought to
withdraw this petition with the liberty to file a representation before the law commission of India.

Freedom of religion in India is a fundamental right guaranteed by Article 25-28 of the Constitution of India.
Modern India came into existence in 1947 and the Indian constitution's preamble was amended in 1976 to state
that India is a secular state. However, in S.R Bommai v. Union of India, Supreme Court of India ruled that
India was already a secular state from the time it adopted its constitution, what actually was done through this
amendment is to state explicitly what was earlier contained implicitly under article 25 to 28. Every citizen of
India has a right to practice and promote their religion peacefully.

India, Netherlands announce launch of strategic partnership in water sector



India and the Netherlands have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further
intensify ongoing cooperation and better coherence in the area.
India welcomed the Netherlands‘ guidelines on the Indo-Pacific which recognises the importance of the
region for global peace, security and prosperity and identifies India as a key partner to engage with. Both
leaders emphasised the close convergence between each other‘s vision for a free, open and inclusive Indo-Pacific.

The Netherlands (informally Holland) is a country primarily located in Western Europe and partly in the
Caribbean. It is the largest of four constituent countries of the Kingdom of the Netherlands. Amsterdam is the
capital and most populous city of the Netherlands. Amsterdam is colloquially referred to as the ―Venice of the
North‖, attributed by the large number of canals which form a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The Netherlands, like
19 other countries in the 27-member European Union, uses the euro as its official currency since 2002. Mark
Rutte has been serving as the Prime Minister of the Netherlands since 2010.
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Jallianwala Bagh massacre completed 102 years on 13 April 2021


The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed on this day in 1919 as a
result of indiscriminate firing by the colonial forces, completed 102 years on 13 April 2021. The Britishers
had banned gatherings at the time and to punish civilians for their 'disobedience', Brigadier-General Reginald
Dyer ordered the army to fire into a crowd of thousands of unarmed Indians who had come together to
celebrate the festival of Baisakhi, unaware of the order.



The massacre of April 1919 wasn't an isolated incident, rather an incident that happened with a multitude of
factors working in the background. To understand what transpired on April 13, 1919, one must look at the
events preceding it. The Indian National Congress had assumed self-governance would be granted once
WWI ended but the Imperial bureaucracy had other plans.



The Rowlatt Act (Black Act) was passed on March 10, 1919, authorizing the government to imprison or
confine, without a trial, any person associated with seditious activities. This led to nationwide unrest.



Gandhi initiated Satyagraha to protest against the Rowlatt Act. On April 7, 1919, Gandhi published an article
called Satyagrahi, describing ways to oppose the Rowlatt Act.



The British authorities discussed amongst themselves the actions to be taken against Gandhi and any other
leaders who were participating in the Satyagraha. Orders were issued to prohibit Gandhi from entering
Punjab and to arrest him if he disobeyed the orders.



Sir Michael O‘ Dwyer, the Lieutenant Governor of Punjab (1912-1919), suggested that Gandhi be deported
to Burma but this was opposed by his fellow officials as they felt it might instigate the public.



Dr Saifuddin Kitchlew and Dr Satyapal, the two prominent leaders who were a symbol of Hindu-Muslim
unity, organised a peaceful protest against the Rowlatt Act in Amritsar. On April 9, 1919, Ram Naumi was
being celebrated when O‘ Dwyer issued orders to the Deputy Commissioner, Mr Irving to arrest Dr
Satyapal and Dr Kitchlew. On April 10, 1919, the infuriated protestors marched to the Deputy
Commissioner‘s residence to demand the release of their two leaders. Here they were fired upon without any
provocation. Many people were wounded and killed.



On April 13, 1919, the public had gathered to celebrate Baisakhi. However, the British point of view, as seen
from the documents present in the National Archives of India, indicates that it was a political gathering.



Inspite of General Dyer‘s orders prohibiting unlawful assembly, people gathered at Jallianwala Bagh,
where two resolutions were to be discussed, one condemning the firing on April 10 and the other requesting
the authorities to release their leaders.



When the news reached him Brigadier-General Dyer, headed to the Bagh with his troops.
He entered the Bagh, deployed his troops and ordered them to open fire without giving any warning. People
rushed to the exits but Dyer directed his soldiers to fire at the exit.



The firing continued for 10-15 minutes. 1650 rounds were fired. The firing ceased only after the ammunition had
ran out. The total estimated figure of the dead as given by General Dyer and Mr Irving was 291. However,
other reports including that of a committee headed by Madan Mohan Malviya put the figure of dead at over
500.

The state capital of Punjab is Chandigarh, a Union Territory and also the capital of the neighboring state of
Haryana. The five rivers from which the region took its name were Sutlej, Ravi, Beas, Chenab and Jhelum;
Sutlej, Ravi and Beas are part of the Indian Punjab. Captain Amarinder Singh is currently the 26th Chief Minister
of Punjab and Vijayendrapal Singh Badnore is the current Governor of Punjab.

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated prestigious Raisina Dialogue


Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. President of Rwanda
Paul Kagame and Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen also joined the inaugural session as Chief
Guests.
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Prime Minister of Australia Scott Morrison also participated in the conference, in one of the subsequent
sessions. The 4 day Dialogue was held virtually. It is India‘s flagship conference on geopolitics and
geoeconomics, held annually since 2016. It is jointly organised by the Ministry of External Affairs and the
Observer Research Foundation.



The theme for the 2021 Edition is ―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖.

The Raisina Dialogue is a multilateral conference held annually in New Delhi, India. Since its inception in 2016,
the conference has emerged as India‘s flagship conference on geopolitics and geo-economics. The conference is
hosted by the Observer Research Foundation, an independent think tank, in collaboration with the Ministry of
External Affairs of India. It is designed on the lines of Singapore's Shangri-La Dialogue. The name ―Raisina
Dialogue‖ comes from Raisina Hill, an elevation in New Delhi, seat of the Government of India, as well as the
Presidential Palace of India, Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Shri Piyush Goyal inaugurates e-SANTA


Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic
marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers. It will enable the farmers to get a
better price and the exporters to directly purchase quality products from the farmers enhancing traceability, a key
factor in international trade.



The term e-SANTA was coined for the web portal, meaning Electronic Solution for Augmenting NaCSA
farmers‘ Trade in Aquaculture. National Centre for Sustainable Aquaculture (NaCSA) is an extension arm of
Marine Products Export Development Authority (MPEDA), Govt. of India, Ministry of Commerce & Industry.



Speaking on the occasion, Shri Goyal said that e-SANTA will RAISE the lives & income of farmers by:
Reducing Risk, Awareness of Products & Markets, Increase in Income, Shielding Against Wrong Practice
and Ease of Processes.

Piyush Vedprakash Goyal is currently serving as the Minister of Railways, Minister of Commerce and
Industry and Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. He was elevated to the Cabinet
Minister position on 3 September 2017. He is currently a Member of Parliament for Rajya Sabha from the state
of Maharashtra, and the Deputy Leader of Rajya Sabha.

Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog sign agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation


Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation to
jointly work towards providing a digitally rich ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across
the country. The Atal Tinkering Labs has played a pivotal role in fostering creativity and imagination
amongst school children.



Dassault Systemes Fondation is dedicated to transform the future of education and research in India with
3D technologies. The fondation will contribute to the Atal Tinkering Labs program in three broad areas - project
based, self-paced learning content, hackathons and challenges and inter-country academia collaborations.



Under this agreement, Dassault Systemes Fondation will design and organise innovative challenges,
hackathons for Atal Tinkering Labs, promoting problem solving skills and innovation culture amongst
students and teachers.

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) was set up by NITI Aayog with an objective to create and encourage an
environment of innovation and entrepreneurship across schools, educational organisations, research institutes
and industries including MSMEs. With a vision to ‗Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric
Innovators‘, Atal Innovation Mission is establishing Atal Tinkering Laboratories (ATLs) in schools across
India. ATLs are created as learning spaces for students between Class 6 to 12 for them to develop skills and
become adept at new technologies such as artificial design (AI), design and computational thinking, adaptive
learning, etc. The labs provide education way beyond existing educational pedagogy. In late-February 2020, ATL
announced a collaboration with NITI Aayog and the National Association of Software and Services Companies
(NASSCOM) to launch an introductory course module on AI.
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Housing & Urban Affairs Minister launches EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All
Challenge


Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and
Transport 4 All Challenge through video conferencing. EatSmart Cities Challenge is an opportunity for
India to play a pioneering role in developing the concept of integrating food systems into city planning and
development. Speaking on the occasion, Mr Puri said, this movement will nudge the urban populace to make
the right food choices and help build a healthier and happier nation.



The EatSmart Cities Challenge is envisioned as a competition among cities to recognize their efforts in
adopting and scaling up various initiatives under Eat Right India. The challenge is open to all Smart Cities,
capital cities of States and Union Territories, and cities with a population of more than five lakh.



The Transport 4 All Challenge aims to bring together cities, citizen groups, and start-ups to develop
solutions that improve public transport to better serve the needs of all citizens. Mr Puri said, that COVID-19
has brought the entire world to a halt with transport being one of the worst-hit sectors. He added that the
Transport4All Digital Innovation Challenge will support cities to recover from this mobility crisis.

Hardeep Singh Puri is the current Civil Aviation Minister of India and Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs
in India. He is a 1974 batch Indian Foreign Service officer who served as the Permanent Representative of India
to the United Nations from 2009 to 2013. He formerly served as President of the United Nations Security
Council and he represents Rajya Sabha from Uttar Pradesh.

Poshan Gyan: NITI Aayog launches a digital repository on nutrition information


NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and Bill
and Melinda Gates Foundation on April 13, 2021, launched Poshan Gyan. It is a national digital repository
on health and nutrition.



The event was addressed by the Vice Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar and CEO Amitabh Kant of NITI Aayog,
Secretary of WCD, Ram Mohan Mishra, and Additional Secretary Rakesh Aggarwal.



As per the official statement, the Poshan Gyan repository was conceptualized as a source. It enables the search
of communication materials on 14 thematic areas of health and nutrition across diverse media types,
languages, target audiences, and sources.



The Vice-Chairman of Niti Aayog, Dr. Rajiv Kumar while addressing the launch event informed that Poshan
Gyan is an extremely significant initiative. It will help to make nutrition a ‗Jan Andolan‘, as envisioned by
PM Modi.

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the
Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a topdown model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman
is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.

Government decides to simplify process for re-issue of OCI cards


Union Home Ministry has clarified that the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) will not be required to register
for a fresh OCI card every time a new passport is issued in their name.



At present, the OCI card is required to be reissued each time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age
and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological changes in the face of the applicant‖.



A person who has got registration as OCI cardholder prior to attaining the age of 20 years will have to get
the OCI card reissued only once when a new passport is issued after his/her completing 20 years of age, so
as to capture his/her facial features on attaining adulthood.



If a person has obtained registration as OCI cardholder after attaining the age of 20 years, there will be no
requirement of reissue of the OCI card. Government of India launched the ‗Overseas Citizenship of India
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(OCI) Scheme‘ by making amendments to Citizenship Act, 1955 in 2005. On 09 January 2015, the
Government of India discontinued the PIO card and merged it with OCI card.
Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) is a form of permanent residency available to people of Indian origin and
their spouses which allows them to live and work in India indefinitely. Despite the name, OCI status is not
citizenship and does not grant the right to vote in Indian elections or hold public office. The Indian government
can revoke OCI status in a wide variety of circumstances. As of 2020, there are 6 million holders of OCI cards
among the Indian Overseas diaspora. OCI status is not available to anyone who has ever been a Pakistani or
Bangladeshi citizen, or who is a child, grandchild, or great-grandchild of such a person.

NGT directs setting up national task force for air pollution monitoring in 124 cities


The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to
oversee air quality monitoring of 124 non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country.



Headed by the environment secretary, the task force will have members from ministries of housing and urban
development, road transport, petroleum, power, agriculture, health, and chairman of the Central Pollution Control
Board.



The task force will monitor remedial steps to improve air qualities in the NACs — places where air quality
has generally remained poor and breached pollution parameters for five years — consistent with action plans
already prepared, and also oversee compliance of noise control norms.

National Green Tribunal has been established on 18.10.2010 under the National Green Tribunal Act 2010 for
effective and expeditious disposal of cases relating to environmental protection and conservation of forests and
other natural resources including enforcement of any legal right relating to environment and giving relief and
compensation for damages to persons and property and for matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. It draws
inspiration from India's constitutional provision of (Constitution of India/Part III) Article 21 Protection of life
and personal liberty, which assures the citizens of India the right to a healthy environment. Justice Lokeshwar
Singh Panta is the first Chairman of NGT. Adarsh Kumar Goel is the current Chairperson of National Green
Tribunal. He is former Judge of Supreme Court of India.

State obliged to facilitate access to education: Supreme Court


Access to professional education is not government largesse, the Supreme Court said in a judgment. A
Bench of Justices D.Y. Chandrachud and M.R. Shah pronounced the verdict in favour of two students from
Ladakh, who were nominated by the Union Territory administration for MBBS studies.



They were allocated seats in the prestigious Lady Hardinge and Maulana Azad medical colleges. However,
they were not admitted. The students moved the top court for justice, saying their fundamental right to
education was at the whims and fancies of the government authorities.



The court referred to the vision envisaged by the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. ―As an
empowerment right, education is the primary vehicle by which economically and socially marginalised
adults and children can lift themselves out of poverty and obtain the means to participate fully in their
communities,‖ the court said, referring to one of the Committee‘s clauses. The court noted that India was a
signatory to the United Nations International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights.

The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act or Right to Education Act (RTE), is an Act of the
Parliament of India enacted on 4 August 2009, which describes the modalities of the importance of free and
compulsory education for children between 6 and 14 in India under Article 21a of the Indian Constitution. India
became one of 135 countries to make education a fundamental right of every child when the Act came into force
on 1 April 2010.

NIA conducted first BRICS webinar on misuse of Internet by terrorists


On April 13-14, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) conducted a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China,
and South Africa) webinar for the first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists.

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021

Page : 7



The seminar titled 'Misuse of the Internet for terrorist purposes and role of digital forensic in terrorist
investigations' was held at the Sushma Swaraj Bhawan in the BRICS Secretariat.



BRICS member states in the 3 rd Counter-Terrorism Working Group(CTWG) at White River, South Africa
had agreed to establish five sub-working groups dedicated to enhance debates over specific challenges on the
counter-terrorism front. Thereafter, in the 4th CTWG meeting at Brasilia, India was given the Presidency
of the sub-working group on ―Misuse of Internet for Terrorist Purposes‖ for one year. NIA organised this
two-day seminar while India is holding the Chairship of the BRICS for the year 2021.

The National Investigation Agency (NIA) is India's counter-terrorist task force. The agency is empowered to
deal with terror related crimes across states without special permission from the states. The Agency came into
existence with the enactment of the National Investigation Agency Act 2008 by the Parliament of India on 31
December 2008, which was passed after the deadly 26/11 terror attack in Mumbai. The NIA is headquartered in
New Delhi. The founding Director-General of NIA was Radha Vinod Raju. In 2017, Y. C. Modi was named as
Chief of NIA.

Maharashtra gets India's first floating LNG storage and regasification unit


India‘s first Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal
in Maharashtra. The FSRU Hoegh Giant, which sailed from Keppel Shipyard, Singapore, was berthed at
Jaigarh terminal in Maharashtra.



This was also the first year-round Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal in Maharashtra. The LNG
terminal is located at JSW Jaigarh Port in the Ratnagiri district of Maharashtra, on the west coast of India.
The port is the first deep water, 24x7 operational private port in Maharashtra.

Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020)


Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to Manas
National Park, under the aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020). With this last leg of wild-to-wild
translocation under IRV2020, a total of 22 rhinos have been translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary
(12) and Kaziranga National Park (10) to Manas National Park.



IRV 2020 is an initiative led by the Forest Department, Government of Assam, in partnership with WWF
India, International Rhino Foundation, and several other organizations. The goal of IRV2020 was to increase
the rhino population in Assam to 3,000 by establishing populations in new areas.



World Rhino Day is observed on September 22 every year to raise awareness and build a safe natural habitat
for this incredible species.

India restores e-visa for 156 countries


The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries
who intend to visit India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants.



It was available to people of 171 countries before restrictions were announced in 2020. An e-visa is
provided in five categories — tourist, business, conference, medical, and medical attendant. Under the
arrangement, a foreigner can apply online four days prior to travel. Entry through e-visas is allowed only at 28
designated international airports and five major seaports in India.

Amit Anilchandra Shah is currently serving as the Minister of Home Affairs. He served as the President of the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) from 2014 to 2020. He was elected to the lower house of Parliament, Lok Sabha, in
the 2019 Indian general elections from Gandhinagar. Earlier, he had been elected as a member of the upper
house of Parliament, Rajya Sabha, from Gujarat in 2017. Sworn in at the age of 54, he is the youngest serving
full-time Home Minister.

----------------
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International

Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in Japan


For the first time, Thieu lychee grown in Luc Ngan District in the Northern Province of Bac Giang has been
granted a certificate of geographical indication from Japanese authority offering opportunity for export and
consumption of the fruit in the world markets.



Lychee is the fourth fruit from Vietnam that has successfully made an inroad into the Japanese market,
following dragon fruit, mango and banana.



`Thieu lychee has been already granted geographical protection in six countries - China, Laos, Cambodia,
the Republic of Korea, Singapore, and Australia. The product has been exported to many countries worldwide.

Vietnam is the easternmost country on the Indochina Peninsula in Southeast Asia. Hanoi is the capital of Vietnam.
The dong has been the currency of Vietnam since May 3, 1978. Nguyen Phu Trọng is the current General
Secretary of the Communist Party of Vietnam, the highest position in Vietnam since 2011. In addition, Trọng
served as President of Vietnam from 2018 to April 5, 2021. Nguyen Xuan Phuc is the current President of Vietnam.

ICCR Foundation Day celebrated at Indian Embassy in Beijing, ―Little Guru‖ app launched


The Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) celebrated its 71st Foundation Day. Swami Vivekanand
Cultural Centre at Indian Embassy in Beijing celebrated ICCR Foundation Day in the presence of a huge
gathering of ICCR scholars in China and their disciples who learnt Indian dance and music.



On the occasion, the ICCR has unveiled ‗Little Guru‘ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App
which was jointly launched in Beijing by Ambassador Vikram Misri and renowned Chinese scholar on
Sanskrit and India studies, Professor Wang Bangwei. Many Sanskrit Professors from Peking University and
the students were also present.

Multinational military exercise Shantir Ogrosena ends in Bangladesh


The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in Bangladesh at the
Bangabandhu Senanibas in Dhaka.



Troops from India, Bangladesh, Bhutan and Sri Lanka participated in the exercise with observers from the
USA, UK, Russia, Turkey, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Singapore.



The exercise was organised to pay tribute to Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman on his birth centenary
and celebrate the golden jubilee of the liberation of Bangladesh.



The aim of the exercise was to strengthen defence ties and enhance interoperability amongst neighbourhood
countries to ensure effective peacekeeping operations.

Bangladesh is a country in South Asia. It shares land borders with India and Myanmar (Burma). Nepal, Bhutan
and China are located near Bangladesh but do not share a border with it. Dhaka is its capital and largest city,
followed by Chittagong, which has the country‘s largest port. Bangladeshi taka is the currency of the People‘s
Republic of Bangladesh. Mohammad Abdul Hamid is the 16th and current President of Bangladesh, in office since
April 2013. Sheikh Hasina is the current Prime Minister of the Bangladesh. India shares its longest international
border with Bangladesh (4,096-kilometer) (2,545-mile).
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China creates world's first traffic signal for the humped beasts


Officials in northern China have inaugurated what they say is the world's first traffic signal for camels. The
signal came into operation in an area popular with tourists near Dunhuang City, Gansu province.



Dunhuang City sits in an oasis in the Gansu-Xinjiang desert region, and was the first Chinese-administered
settlement reached by travelers heading east on the ancient Silk Road. In recent years, tourism to the area has
grown, thanks to the Mingsha Mountain, the Mogao Caves temple complex, and the Yumen and Yangguan
passes, which are the westernmost gates of the Great Wall.

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around
1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as president of the
People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of
China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan
joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam,
Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part by
the nine-dash line.

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan launches construction of trans-border trade center


Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and
economic cooperation named 'Central Asia' on the borders of the two countries.



Uzbek Prime Minister Abdulla Aripov and his Kazkazh counterpart Askar Mamim, laid a capsule at the
construction site of the logistic centre, which is located in the vicinity of the border check post Gisht Kuprik.



The center, which occupies 400 hectares of land, will have a capacity of accommodating 35,000 people and
5,000 trucks per day in both directions. The center is intended to become a large industrial, trade and logistics
platform for the implementation of joint investment projects of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan.

Central Asia is a region in Asia which stretches from the Caspian Sea in the west to China and Mongolia in the
east, and from Afghanistan and Iran in the south to Russia in the north. The region consists of the former Soviet
republics of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. It is also colloquially referred
to as ―the stans‖ as the countries generally considered to be within the region all have names ending with the
Persian suffix ―-stan‖, meaning ―land of‖.

New Zealand introduces climate change law for financial firms in world first


New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment
managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change James Shaw said.



All banks with total assets of more than NZ$1 billion ($703 million), insurers with more than NZ$1 billion in
total assets under management, and all equity and debt issuers listed on the country‘s stock exchange will have to
make disclosures.



Around 200 of the country‘s biggest companies and several foreign firms that meet the NZ$1 billion
threshold will come under the legislation. Disclosures will be required for financial years beginning next year
once the law is passed, meaning that the first reports will be made by companies in 2023.

New Zealand is an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Wellington is the capital city. Jacinda
Ardern is the current New Zealand Prime Minister. The New Zealand dollar is the official currency and legal
tender of New Zealand

Haiti PM resigns amid violence, political strife


Haitian Prime Minister Joseph Jouthe has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings
and prepares for an upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year. He has served as the
Prime Minister since March 2020. He did not give an explanation for his resignation.
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Jouthe previously had tried to submit his resignation, but President Jovenel Moise at the time had rejected
it. This time, Moise accepted it and nominated Claude Joseph as Haiti‘s new Prime Minister.



The President tweeted that Jouthe‘s resignation will make it possible to address the glaring problem of insecurity
and continue discussions with the aim of reaching the consensus necessary for the political and institutional
stability of the country. Haiti has seen eight Prime Ministers since 2015.

Haiti, formerly known as Hayti is a country located on the island of Hispaniola. Port-au-Prince is the capital and
most populous city of Haiti. The gourde is the currency of Haiti. Jovenel Moise is serving as the President of Haiti.

US President Joe Biden formally announces withdrawal of American troops from Afghanistan
before September 11


US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from
Afghanistan before September 11, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.



Speaking from the White House, Mr Biden pledged that the US will continue to support Afghanistan after
withdrawing all US troops, but not militarily. He said, it is time to end America's longest war. He further said
the withdrawal will begin on May 1, in line with an agreement President Donald Trump's administration
made with the Taliban and the complete withdrawal will be done by September 11.



Meanwhile, Afghan President Ashraf Ghani tweeted that he spoke with Mr Biden and that he respects the US
decision and we will work with our US partners to ensure a smooth transition. Mr Ghani said, Afghanistan's
defence forces are fully capable of defending its people and country.



Under the Trump administration's February 2020 deal with the Taliban, all US troops were to leave by May
2021 in return for the insurgents' promise not to back Al-Qaeda and other foreign extremists -- the original
reason for the 2001 invasion.

The Afghan peace process comprises the proposals and negotiations in a bid to end the ongoing war in
Afghanistan. Although sporadic efforts have taken place since the war began in 2001, negotiations and the peace
movement intensified in 2018 amid talks between the Taliban, which is the main insurgent group fighting
against the Afghan government and American troops; and the United States, of which thousands of soldiers
maintain a presence within the country to support the Afghan government. Besides the United States, regional powers
such as India, China and Russia, as well as NATO play a part in facilitating the peace process. As part of the peace
process, two peace treaties have been signed so far. On September 22, 2016, the first treaty was signed between
the Afghan government and the Hezb-e Islami Gulbuddin militant group. The second peace treaty was signed
between the U.S. and the Taliban on February 29, 2020 which called for the withdrawal of American troops
from Afghanistan within 14 months if the Taliban upheld the terms of the agreement.

Russia, India committed to S-400 missile deal


Russia and India are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal,
Russian ambassador Nikolay Kudashev said amid apprehensions of possible US sanctions against New Delhi
over procurement of the weapons systems.



The envoy also said that both Russia and India do not recognise bilateral sanctions as they are 'illegal tools'
of 'unlawful and unfair' competition and pressure.



During his visit to India last month, US Defence Secretary Lloyd Austin said there was no discussion with
Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on the possibility of American sanctions against India over its S-400 deal
with Russia as there has been no delivery of the missiles.



At the same time, Austin urged all allies and partners of the US to avoid buying Russian equipment that may
invite US sanctions. The US has already imposed sanctions on Turkey under the Countering America's
Adversaries Through Sanctions Act (CAATSA) for purchase of S-400 missile defences from Russia.



The Countering America's Adversaries Through Sanctions Act, CAATSA, is a United States federal law
that imposed sanctions on Iran, North Korea, and Russia. The bill was signed into law on 2 August 2017 by
the then, President Donald Trump.
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Russia or the Russian Federation is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It
is the largest country in the world; covering over 17,125,191 square kilometres (6,612,073 sq mi), consisting of
more than one-eighth of the Earth‘s inhabited land area, extending to eleven time zones, and has bordering
sixteen sovereign nations. Vladimir Putin is serving as the current President of Russia since 2012, previously being
in the office from 1999 until 2008. He was also Prime Minister from 1999 to 2000 and again from 2008 to 2012.
Russian ruble or rouble is the currency of the Russian Federation. Mikhail Mishustin is serving as Prime
Minister of Russia since 16 January 2020.

NATO to exit Afghanistan along with U.S.


NATO has announced that Foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in
coordination with a U.S. pull-out by September 11.



After withdrawing, the U.S. and NATO aim to rely on Afghan military and police forces, which they have
developed with billions of dollars in funding, to maintain security though peace talks are struggling and the
insurgency is resilient.



September 11 is a highly symbolic date as it will be 20 years since al-Qaeda attacked the U.S. with hijacked
airliners, triggering military intervention in Afghanistan.

North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO), also called the North Atlantic Alliance, is
an intergovernmental military alliance between 30 European and North American countries. NATO constitutes a
system of collective defence whereby its independent member states agree to mutual defence in response to an attack
by any external party. NATO's Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while the headquarters of
Allied Command Operations is near Mons, Belgium. Jens Stoltenberg is a Norwegian politician who has served as
the 13th Secretary General of NATO since 2014.

Blinken appeals to countries to help inject 2 billion more to U.N. vaccines programme


U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken has kicked off an appeal to other countries to help inject $2 billion
more to the U.N.-backed program to ship coronavirus vaccines to the world‘s poorest countries.



The United States is co-hosting a pledging and donor conference, bringing together four Presidents, three
Prime Ministers and other dignitaries to help buttress the $6.3 billion already raised for the U.N.-backed
COVAX program.



Blinken laid out a goal to raise COVAX‘s target of vaccinating 20 per cent of populations in the affected
countries to 30 per cent, with the addition of $2 billion in funds. The COVAX effort has been providing
millions of vaccine doses to 92 of the world‘s poorest countries.

COVAXIN, India's indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in collaboration with the
Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The indigenous, inactivated
vaccine is developed and manufactured in Bharat Biotech's BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) high containment facility.
The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated Vero Cell derived platform technology. Inactivated
vaccines do not replicate and are therefore unlikely to revert and cause pathological effects. They contain dead virus,
incapable of infecting people but still able to instruct the immune system to mount a defensive reaction against an
infection.

UNFPA‘s population report launched


The United Nations Population Fund‘s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 titled
‗My Body is My Own‘ was launched. This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily
autonomy.



The report defined ‗Bodily autonomy‘ as the power and agency to make choices about your body without
fear of violence or having someone else decide for you.



Nearly half the women from 57 developing countries do not have the right to make decisions regarding their
bodies, including using contraception, seeking healthcare or even on their sexuality.
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In countries where data is available, only 55% of women are fully empowered to make choices over
healthcare, contraception and the ability to say yes or no to sex. Only 75% of countries legally ensure full
and equal access to contraception. Women around the world are denied the fundamental right of bodily
autonomy with the COVID-19 pandemic further exacerbating this situation.



In India, according to NFHS-4 (2015-2016), only about 12% of currently married women (15-49 years of
age) independently make decisions about their own healthcare. For a quarter of women (23%), it is the spouse
that mainly takes decisions about healthcare.

The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), formerly the United Nations Fund for Population Activities, is
a UN agency aimed at improving reproductive and maternal health worldwide. Its work includes developing
national healthcare strategies and protocols, increasing access to birth control, and leading campaigns
against child marriage, gender-based violence, obstetric fistula, and female genital mutilation. The UNFPA office is
headquartered in New York, USA.

Russia bans FBI chief, threatens to expel US diplomats


Russia said that it banned FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country. The list of US officials
banned from entering Russia includes top officials from US President Joe Biden's administration. Attorney
General Merrick Garland, Biden's chief domestic policy advisor Susan Rice and FBI chief Christopher Wray
would be barred, the Russian foreign ministry said.



Also on the list were Homeland Security Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas, Director of National Intelligence
Avril Haines, Director of the Federal Bureau of Prisons Michael Carvajal, Donald Trump's National
Security Advisor John Bolton and ex-head of the CIA James Woolsey. Russian foreign ministry said that the
officials had ―participated in the anti-Russian push‖ of US politics.

U.S. Treasury keeps India on currency watch list


The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major
Trading Partners of the United States. The April 2021 edition of the semi-annual report is the first from the
Biden administration. The report is submitted to the U.S. Congress and reviews currency practices of the U.S.‘s
20 biggest trading partners.



Three criteria are used to review partners: 1. A significant (at least $20 billion) bilateral trade surplus 2. A
material current account surplus 3. Persistent one-sided intervention in forex markets.



India is one of the 11 countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their currency practices. India was on
the list in the December 2020 report as well. The other 10 countries on the list with India are China, Japan, Korea,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, and Mexico. India met two of the three criteria — the
trade surplus criterion and the ―persistent, one-sided intervention‖ criterion.

The US Treasury department defines currency manipulation as when countries deliberately influence the
exchange rate between their currency and the US dollar to gain ―unfair competitive advantage in international
trade‖.

US President and Japanese Prime Minister held talks in Washington to counter increasingly
assertive China


President Joe Biden sought to present a united front with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga to
counter an increasingly assertive China as the U.S. leader held his first face-to-face White House summit
since taking office. Biden hosted Suga for talks that offered the President, a chance to work further on his pledge
to revitalize U.S. alliances that frayed under his predecessor Donald Trump.



China topped the agenda, underscoring Japan's central role in U.S. efforts to face down Beijing. Other
pressing concerns at the talks included China's increased military movements near Taiwan, its tightening grip on
Hong Kong and its crackdown on Muslim Uighurs in Xinjiang.
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Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the
Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126th monarch
according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official
currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States
dollar and the euro.

Clear India's misunderstandings about jurisdiction in Jadhav case: Pak HC


The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the
court‘s jurisdiction to hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ).



Jadhav, the 50-year-old retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court
on charges of espionage and terrorism in April 2017. India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of
consular access to Jadhav and challenging the death sentence.



ICJ ruled in July 2019 that Pakistan must undertake an ―effective review and reconsideration‖ of the
conviction and sentence of Jadhav, and also grant consular access to India without further delay. The ICJ, in its
2019 verdict, had asked Pakistan to provide a proper forum for appeal against the sentence given to the retired
officer by the military court.



Islamabad has violated Article 36 of Vienna Convention of Consular Relations, 1963, by not informing
India about Jadhav‘s arrest immediately after Pakistan Army had taken him into custody. India had been
deprived of ‗right to communicate with and have access to Jadhav, to visit him in detention and to arrange for his
legal representation‘.

For the first time, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership


For the first time in six decades, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership. Raul
Castro said that he is stepping down as the head of Cuba‘s Communist party. The Communist party is the
sole ruling party in charge of the country‘s affairs as per the Cuban Constitution.



Castro took the reins from his elder brother, a former Communist revolutionary, Fidel Castro in 2018 after
he fell ill. Fidel Castro led Cuba for five decades, after dethroning dictator Fulgencio Batista in 1959, where
Raul fought side by side, and was the world's third longest-serving head of state, after Britain's Queen Elizabeth
and the King of Thailand.



Cuba is located in the northern Caribbean where the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic
Ocean meet. Havana is the largest city and capital. In Cuba, until 1 January 2021, there were two
currencies, both called peso. One is the ―Cuban peso‖ (CUP) and the other is the Cuban convertible peso.

Iran says it has started enriching uranium to 60%


Iran has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity — the closest the country has ever come
to the level needed for a weapon — in response to the sabotage of an Iranian nuclear site last weekend linked to
Israel.



Uranium contains a rare radioactive isotope, called U-235 that can be used to power nuclear reactors at low
enrichment levels and to fuel nuclear bombs at much higher levels. The goal of uranium enrichment is to
raise the percentage levels of U-235, which is often done through the use of centrifuges — machines that spin a
form of unrefined uranium at high speeds.



After President Donald J. Trump repudiated the Iran deal in 2018, reimposed economic sanctions on Iran
and added other penalties, Iran undertook a graduated series of steps away from compliance with the deal
to retaliate — increasing its 3.67 percent uranium supply, adding centrifuges, raising uranium purity in some of
the supply to 20 percent and restricting international inspectors‘ access to some nuclear sites.

Iran also called Persia is a country in Western Asia and its capital is Tehran. The rial is the currency of Iran.
Hassan Rouhani is the current President and Sayyid Ali Hosseini Khamenei is the current Supreme Leader.
---------------A General Awareness Weekly, 2021

Page : 14

ECONOMY AND FINANCE

RBI decides to publish Financial Inclusion Index


The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index. To begin with, The FI
index will be published annually in July for the previous financial year.



Financial Inclusion has been a thrust area for the Government, RBI and other regulators, with significant
progress made over the years. This index will be used to measure the extent of financial inclusion in the
country.



It will use various parameters and shall reflect the broadening and deepening of financial inclusion in the
country. Financial Inclusion has been viewed as a key enabler for achieving inclusive and sustainable
development worldwide.

Financial inclusion means the availability and equality of opportunities to access financial services. It refers to a
process through which individuals and businesses can access appropriate, affordable and timely financial products and
services. The financial products and services include equity, banking, loan and insurance products. The
Government initiated the National Mission for Financial Inclusion (NMFI), namely, Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan
Yojana (PMJDY) in August, 2014 to provide universal banking services for every unbaked household, based on
the guiding principles of banking the unbanked, securing the unsecured, funding the unfunded and serving unserved
and underserved areas. In order to move towards creating a universal social security system for all Indians,
especially the poor and the under-privileged, three ambitious Jan Suraksha Schemes or Social Security Schemes
pertaining to Insurance and Pension Sector were announced by the Government in the Budget for 2015-16. The
schemes were launched on 9th May, 2015, for providing life & accident risk insurance and social security at a very
affordable cost namely (a) Pradhan Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana and (b) Pradhan Mantri Jeevan Jyoti
Yojana and (c) Atal Pension Yojana. Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana to protect elderly aged 60 years
and above was initially opened for subscription for a period of one year i.e. from 4 th May 2017 to 3rd May 2018.

RBI sets up regulatory review authority to review regulations, ease compliance


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to
review its regulations internally and in consultation with other stakeholders.



The authority has been christened as such because it follows a similar exercise conducted in 1999-2000. Deputy
Governor M Rajeshwar Rao has been appointed as the head of the RRA which would be set up for a period
of one year from May 1, 2021, unless its tenure is extended.



The central bank had set up an RRA initially for a period of one year from April 1, 1999 for reviewing the
regulations, circulars, reporting systems, based on the feedback from public, banks and financial
institutions.



The recommendations of the RRA enabled streamlining and increasing the effectiveness of several
procedures, simplifying regulatory prescriptions, paved the way for issuance of master circulars and reduced
reporting burden on regulated entities, the RBI said.
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RBI committee to help ARCs realize their full potential


The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs) to help them realize their full potential, governor Shaktikanta Das said.



―Asset reconstruction companies play an important role in the resolution of stressed assets. Their potential
however is yet to be fully realized. It is therefore proposed to constitute a committee to undertake a
comprehensive review of the working of ARCs and recommend measures to enable these entities to meet the
growing requirements of the financial sector‖.



Last year, the central bank had rejected a resolution plan submitted by UV Asset Reconstruction Co Ltd for
acquiring assets of Aircel, citing that the plan does not conform to the Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and Enforcement of Securities Interest (Sarfaesi) Act. The UV ARC resolution plan involved
the ARC getting a 76% stake in the company in the first five years, with the financial creditors getting the
rest.



Bankers lauded RBI‘s move to set up a panel to review the working of ARCs and said it would help stressed asset
resolution. Banks in India are saddled with bad loans of Rs.7.38 trillion, a number that is expected to rise in
the coming months as covid-19 makes a comeback.

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First World
War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R.
Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the Hilton
Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission on
Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-headed
government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a further six
banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. Deshmukh
was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI.

Acuite sets up India's first ESG rating company


Acuite Ratings, a company backed by Dun and Bradstreet, is setting up a dedicated rating company for
ESG (Environment, Social and Governance) opportunities, with more Indian companies seeking to tap into
increasing global appetite for projects with a pronounced accent on sustainability.



Christened as ESG Risk AI, it‘s presupposed to be India‘s first ESG rating company. It will cowl a
company‘s ESG efficiency throughout three classes, 25 themes and 38 key points. Such evaluation is aimed
toward deriving a rating that will likely be primarily based on a number of information factors.

Adani Green Energy's arm commissions 50 MW solar plant in Chitrakoot


Adani Green Energy said its subsidiary, Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has
commissioned a 50 megawatt (MW) solar power plant in Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh.



In a regulatory filing Adani Green Energy Ltd (AGEL) said the plant has a 25 years power purchase agreement
with the Uttar Pradesh Power Corporation Ltd (UPPCL) at Rs 3.07/kwh. This commissioning takes AGEL's
total operational renewable capacity to 3,520 MW, a step closer to its vision of 25 GW capacity by 2025.

Adani Group is an Indian multinational conglomerate company headquartered in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, India. It
was founded by Gautam Adani in 1988 as a commodity trading business, with the flagship company Adani
Enterprises Limited (previously Adani Exports Limited). Gautam Adani is the chairman.

Agriculture Ministry signs MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states to
raise farmers income


Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six
states. This project will carry out various tasks for the betterment of farmers in the selected villages, which
will enhance their income. This will also reduce the input costs for farmers and make farming easy.
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These states are Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh.
Microsoft will develop farmer interface for smart and well-organized agriculture, including post-harvest
management and distribution.



Speaking on the occasion, Agriculture Minister Narendra Singh Tomar said, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
idea of digital agriculture is now taking shape.



He said, since taking over as the Prime Minister in 2014, Mr Modi has laid great emphasis on the use of
modern technologies in farming sector to enhance farmers income. He said, the agricultural economy is the
backbone of the country and any loss to agriculture is a loss for the country.

Microsoft Corporation is an American multinational technology company with headquarters in Redmond,
Washington. Microsoft was founded by Paul Allen and Bill Gates on April 4, 1975, to develop and sell BASIC
interpreters for the Altair 8800.

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact


India had ―a crucial role‖ to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of
increasing global instability, Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue,
held virtually this year and hosted by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with India‘s Ministry of
External Affairs. The theme for the 2021 Edition is ―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖.



Balakrishnan said he hoped India would ‗reassess‘ its stand on regional trading agreements such as the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) pact that India withdrew from it in 2019.



India withdrew from the RCEP largely because of concerns it would open it up to Chinese goods amid an
already wide trade imbalance with China, and the failure of the agreement to adequately open up to services.



India believes its concerns weren‘t adequately addressed. India has been raising the issue of market access
along with a protected list of goods and services to shield the domestic economy. With China as a major
economy in RCEP, cheap imports may come into India if it removes duties on goods, since we have a
sizeable trade deficit with China. The experience of opening up of 74% of Indian market to ASEAN while
richer countries like Indonesia opening only 50% of their economy to India also makes it sceptical about
such pacts.

The Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) is essentially a China-led initiative for a regional
trading bloc that will comprise of one third of the world‘s population and 29% of the world‘s GDP. A regional
trading bloc is essentially a co-operative union where a group of countries agree to protect its member nations from
imports of other non-members. The purpose of this trading partnership is to give preferential treatment for
trade between the member countries either through lower tariffs, preferential market access, customs union or free
trade in specific sectors. The RCEP came into force in November 2020 without India. The signatories of the
agreement include 10 ASEAN countries – Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia,
Brunei, Laos, Myanmar and the Philippines and 5 key partners (China, Japan, South Korea, Australia and New
Zealand).

India‘s public debt level among highest in emerging economies


As per Moody‘s Investors Service, India‘s public debt level is among the highest in emerging economies
with a quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest.



Public debt is the total amount borrowed by the government of a country. In the Indian context, public debt
includes the total liabilities of the Union government that have to be paid from the Consolidated Fund of
India. It excludes liabilities contracted against Public Account.



The Union government describes those of its liabilities as public debt, which are contracted against the
Consolidated Fund of India. This is as per Article 292 of the Constitution. Public debt is the total amount,
including total liabilities, borrowed by the government to meet its development budget. The sources of public
debt are dated government securities (G-Secs), treasury bills, external assistance, and short-term
borrowings.
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UK grants approval for extradition of fugitive diamond merchant Nirav Modi


UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud
and money laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case,
senior Indian diplomatic sources in the UK said. Modi remains behind bars at Wandsworth Prison in southwest London, has 14 days to apply for permission to appeal against the Home Secretary's order in the High
Court in London.



Back on February 25, the Westminster Magistrates' Court had concluded that the diamond merchant has a
case to answer before the Indian courts, leaving the sign off on the order with the Cabinet minister.



He had allegedly perpetrated the fraud in the Punjab National Bank in collusion with his uncle Mehul
Choksi. After a two year long legal battle, District Judge Samuel Goozee had ruled that Modi only has a case to
answer in the Indian courts but that there is no evidence to suggest he would not receive a fair trial in India.

The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act, 2018 empowers any special court (set up under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act, 2002) to confiscate all properties and assets of economic offenders who are charged in offences
measuring over INR 100 crores and are evading prosecution by remaining outside the jurisdiction of Indian
courts. In 2019, Special PMLA Court declares Vijay Mallya Fugitive Economic Offender. Vijay Mallya became
the first businessman to be charged under the new fugitive law.

Secretary MeitY Ajay Prakash Sawhney inaugurates three New Initiatives/Services of National
Internet Exchange of India


Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) &
Chairman NIXI inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India
(NIXI). With this launch, NIXI has announced to play a supporting role for the IPv6 awareness and adoption in
the country along with DOT & MeitY.



IP Guru is a group to extend support to all the Indian entities who are finding it technically challenging to
migrate and adopt IPv6. NIXI Academy is created to educate technical/non-technical people in India to learn
and relearn technologies like IPv6 which are normally not taught in Educational Institutes.



NIXI has developed an IPv6 index portal for the Internet community. NIXI-IP-INDEX portal will showcase
the IPv6 adoption rate in India and across the world. It can be used to compare IPv6 Indian adoption rate with
other economies in the world.

National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI) is a not-for-profit organization (section 8 of the Companies Act 2013)
working since 2003 for spreading the internet infrastructure to the citizens of India.

High-level panel headed by NITI Aayog member to hold talks with stakeholders over agri-food
systems


A high-level interdepartmental group under a NITI Aayog member has been constituted to conduct
national dialogues with stakeholders of agri-food systems for exploring national pathways towards creating
sustainable and equitable food systems in India and suitably contribute to transformation in global food
systems.



The consultative processes shall culminate in the Food Systems Summit in September 2021 in which the
Prime Minister is likely to participate along with other global leaders, the Ministry of Agriculture and
Farmers Welfare said in a release.



The United Nations Secretary-General has called for the first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in
September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realise the
vision of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.



The Summit will focus on levers and pathways to shape food systems nationally and globally to accelerate
progress in the SDGs. The release said that India owes a paramount stake in this Food System Summit. ―India
has volunteered, but not limited to, to the Action Track 4: Advance Equitable Livelihoods for the UN Food
System Summit 2021,‖ it said.
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To take the process further, it said the government has constituted the Group under Chairmanship of Ramesh
Chand along with the representatives from Ministries of Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare (MoAFW), Rural
Development and others.

RBI gets applications for ‗on tap‘ licences


The Reserve Bank of India has received four applications each for on-tap universal private bank licences
and small finance bank licences. This is part of the RBI‘s guidelines for such licences released in August 2016
and December 2019 respectively. According to the guidelines released by the central bank in August 2016:



Eligible entities seeking universal bank licences must be: 1. Individuals/entities with at least 10 years of
experience in banking and finance at a senior level or private companies or groups with at least 10 years of
successful track record. 2. Groups or companies applying for such licences must have assets of Rs 5,000
crore or above and the non-financial businesses don‘t account for 40% or more of these assets.



To be eligible to apply for a small finance bank licence: 1. Individuals must have at least 10 years of
experience in the banking and finance sector at senior levels. 2. Groups, companies, existing payments
banks, non-banking finance companies, microfinance companies, local area banks and cooperative banks
applying for these licenses must have at least five years of successful track record.

Piyush Goyal chairs first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council


Trade minister Piyush Goyal chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up
to advice the government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and
startups in the country.



In his inaugural address, Goyal said that this council shall act as the guiding light for many budding startup
entrepreneurs in India. He said that this is the first time in our nation‘s history where such a high-powered
team of people from the private sector and the government have come together, so that they take their own
policy decisions.

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) in January had constituted the Council to
drive sustainable economic growth and generate large scale employment opportunities. The National Startup
Advisory Council will be chaired by the Minster for Commerce & Industry. The Council will consist of the nonofficial members, to be nominated by the Central Government. The nominees of the concerned
Ministries/Departments/Organisations, not below the rank of Joint Secretary to the Government of India, will be exofficio members of the Council.

----------------
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

Inventions/Discoveries
'Dark sirens' could solve one of the greatest mysteries in cosmology


In recent years, cosmologists have been faced with a crisis: The universe is expanding, but no one can agree
on how fast it's moving away from us. That's because different ways of measuring the Hubble constant, a
fundamental parameter that describes this expansion, have produced conflicting results.



But a single, lucky observation of what are known as dark sirens — black holes or neutron stars whose
crashes can be picked up by gravitational wave detectors on Earth but remain invisible to ordinary telescopes
— could help resolve this tension.



As the cosmos expands, galaxies in the universe move away from Earth at a speed that depends on their distance
from us. The relationship between speed and distance is called the Hubble constant, after American
astronomer Edwin Hubble, who first calculated its value in the 1920s.

The Big Bang theory is the prevailing cosmological model of the observable universe from the earliest known
periods through its subsequent large-scale evolution. The model describes how the universe expanded from an
initial state of high density and temperature, and offers a comprehensive explanation for a broad range of observed
phenomena, including the abundance of light elements, the cosmic microwave background (CMB) radiation, and
large-scale structure. Georges Lemaitre first noted in 1927 that an expanding universe could be traced back in
time to an originating single point, which he called the ―primeval atom‖. Edwin Hubble confirmed through
analysis of galactic redshifts in 1929 that galaxies are indeed drifting apart; this is important observational
evidence for an expanding universe. In 1964, the CMB was discovered, which convinced many cosmologists that
the steady-state theory was falsified, since, unlike the steady-state theory, the hot Big Bang predicted a uniform
background radiation throughout the universe caused by the high temperatures and densities in the distant past.
A wide range of empirical evidence strongly favors the Big Bang, which is now essentially universally accepted.

Avian species count reaches 1,340 as new bird found in Himalayas


Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in the
eastern Himalayas, taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of 1,340 species.



The rare sighting of a three-banded rose finch was made in the hilly, coniferous forests of the Sela Pass in
Arunachal Pradesh, about 3800 meters above sea level.



This particular finch, experts said, is a resident of southern China and has also been seen as a vagrant in Bhutan.
―There are multiple species of finches that migrate from south-western China to India during the winter.



We are currently in the midst of a study to determine the population distribution of 10 kinds of finches in
Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh, and assess the impact that climate change may have on them‖.



While observing a flock of white-browed rose finch (a common bird in the area), the researchers happened to
notice a male three-banded rose finch among their study population. ―It is a very distinctive bird, especially the
male.
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The Bombay Natural History Society, founded on 15 September 1883, is one of the largest non-governmental
organisations in India engaged in conservation and biodiversity research. It supports many research efforts through
grants and publishes the Journal of the Bombay Natural History Society. Many prominent naturalists, including the
ornithologists Salim Ali and S. Dillon Ripley, have been associated with it. It is headquartered in Mumbai.

Irrawaddy dolphins grow in free waters of Chilika


Population of Irrawaddy dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a
substantial jump this year. The annual dolphin census has estimated number of the endangered species at 162,
up from 146 last year.



There is also an overall increase in dolphin population in Chilika as 26 bottle-nose dolphins were sighted
during the census as against 17 last year. This has taken the overall population of dolphins, inhabiting the lake, to
188 from 163 in 2020, says report of the annual dolphin census carried out in February by Chilika
Development Authority (CDA) and State Wildlife Wing.



As per the census, a total 342 dolphins of three species have been found this year against 62 of two species last
year in the mangrove eco-system. As many as 281 humpback dolphins and 22 bottle-nose dolphins were
sighted by survey teams this year. However, compared to previous year‘s 60, the number of Irrawaddy
dolphin in the division has dropped to 39.

Principal Scientific Adviser to Govt, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan launches MANAS App


Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to
promote wellbeing across age groups. MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy
Augmentation System was endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology, and
Innovation Advisory Council.



It is a comprehensive, scalable, and national digital wellbeing platform and an app developed to augment mental
well-being of Indian citizens. The application integrates the health and wellness efforts of various
government ministries, scientifically validated indigenous tools with gamified interfaces developed by various
national bodies and research institutions.

Deadly algae kill 4,200 tonnes of salmon in Chile


Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in Chile. The algal bloom in the water reduced
the amount of oxygen suffocating the salmon fishes.



In Chile, more than 4,200 tonnes of salmon have fallen victim to killer algae. Chile is the world's second-largest
producer of salmon. There are around 18 salmon farms in the south of Chile which produces around 26 per cent
of the world's salmon. They all have been affected due to the deadly algae.

Launch of India's new-age earth imaging satellite by May 15: K Sivan


The launch of the country‘s most advanced earth observation satellite Gisat-1, which will allow India to
better monitor the subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15. The launch
of the 2,268-kg satellite in the first week of this month was aborted due to a technical glitch.



The delay in the launch of Gisat-1 by GSLV-F10 and the Covid situation will postpone other launches,
including the first test-flight of the Small Satellite Launch Vehicle (SSLV or mini PSLV), this year.‖



Equipped with high resolution cameras, Gisat-1 will allow the country to monitor the Indian landmass and
oceans, particularly its borders, continuously as it will provide near real-time imaging of the large area region of
interest at frequent intervals. It will also help in quick monitoring of natural disasters, episodic and any shortterm events. The geo-satellite will also obtain spectral signatures for agriculture, forestry, mineralogy,
disaster warning, cloud properties, snow & glaciers and oceanography.

The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) chief also said that launches of Chandrayaan-3 and Aditya L1
solar missions will happen in the first half of next year as these ―missions have a limited and specific launch
window within which we have to launch them‖.
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ISRO is the space agency of India headquartered in the city of Bangalore. ISRO was formed in 1969. ISRO built
India‘s first satellite, Aryabhata, which was launched by the Soviet Union on 19 April 1975. Dr Kailasavadivoo
Sivan is current the chairperson of the ISRO. Satish Dhawan Space Centre (SDSC) or Sriharikota
Range (SHAR) is a rocket launch centre operated by ISRO. It is located in Sriharikota in Andhra Pradesh.

Scientists discover gamma-ray emitting active galaxy with narrow emission lines


Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy, the
Department of Science and Technology said. This galaxy, called the Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy,
which is about 31 billion lightyears away, opens up avenues to explore more such gamma-ray emitting galaxies,
it said.



Ever since 1929, when Edwin Hubble discovered that the universe is expanding, it has been known that
most other galaxies are moving away from us. Light from these galaxies is shifted to longer (and this means
redder) wavelengths, the statement said, adding that scientists have been trying to trace such red-shifted galaxies
to understand the early universe.



Scientists from ARIES, a DST institute, in collaboration with researchers from other institutions, studied
around 25,000 luminous Active galactic nuclei (AGN) from the Sloan Digital Sky Survey (SDSS), a major
optical imaging and spectroscopic survey of astronomical objects in-operation for the last 20 years and found a
unique object that emits high-energy gamma rays located at a high redshift (more than 1). They identified it as a
gamma-ray emitting NLS1 galaxy, which is a rare entity in space.

Centre approves transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute


Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute.
Department of Science & Technology, Government of India, informed Maharashtra government that the approval
has been given as per the recommendation of the committee of scientific experts for a period of one year. The
move will help Haffkine Bio-pharma Corporation to start production of Covaxin as soon as possible.



Maharashtra Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray has thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for accepting
his request and allowing Haffkine Institute to start large scale production of covaxin in the state.

India opposes vaccine nationalism; calls for greater support to joint proposal with South Africa


India vehemently opposed ‗vaccine nationalism‘ – or the attempts by some developed countries to hoard
vaccines and not sharing them or the related Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) with a view to maximise
profits from not just COVID-related vaccines, but also from therapeutics and diagnostics.



India also called for greater support to its proposal along with South Africa at the World Trade
Organization (WTO) to waive the implementation, application and enforcement of certain Sections of the
TRIPS Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of IPRs) 'in relation to prevention, containment or
treatment of COVID-19.



Shri Sanjay Bhattacharyya, India‘s BRICS Sherpa and Secretary (Consular, Passport and Visa and
Overseas Indian Affairs), Ministry of External Affairs, expressed serious concern over ‗vaccine
nationalism‘ and said India and South Africa have repeatedly asked WTO members, especially from the
developed world, to agree to provide IPR waivers to ensure that the developing world was able to access the
vaccines.

Vaccine nationalism occurs when a country manages to secure doses of vaccine for its own citizens or residents
before they are made available in other countries. This is done through pre-purchase agreements between a
government and a vaccine manufacturer. The concerns associated with Vaccine nationalism are: 1. Vaccine
nationalism is harmful for equitable access to vaccines. 2. It further disadvantages countries with fewer
resources and bargaining power. 3. It deprives populations in the Global South from timely access to vital
public health goods. 4. Taken to its extreme, it allocates vaccines to moderately at-risk populations in wealthy
countries over populations at higher risk in developing economies.
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Moon-Mars occultation: Rare encounter of celestial bodies to be visible


In a rare celestial event, a lunar occultation of Mars was visible from India on 17 April 2021 at 5 pm. The
crescent moon comes directly between the Earth and Mars leading to this rare lunar occultation. From
Earth, such events are visible twice a year.



Skygazers were able to view Mars with naked eyes at 5 pm IST. The phenomenon was visible from India,
Indonesia and western coast of South Africa. During this time, the Mars will be completely covered by the
moon for nearly an hour and a half and people will be able to view Mars a red dot in the sky next to the moon.



According to US space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (Nasa), occultation is a
phenomenon when one object passes in front of another object which is much smaller, for example when
the moon passes in front of a distant star.

‗Whitest ever‘ paint that can reflect 99 per cent of sunlight


US engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet. The ultra-white paint is made up of
barium sulphate, which makes it whiter. The paint can keep surfaces 19 degrees Fahrenheit cooler than
their ambient surroundings at night. It can also cool surfaces 8 degrees Fahrenheit below their surroundings
under strong sunlight during noon hours.



This paint may be the closest equivalent to the blackest black paint called ―Vantablack‖ that is able to absorb
up to 99.9 per cent of visible light.

Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace


Microsoft president Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security
in Cyberspace that now has 75 countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world.



The Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace is a nonbinding declaration. It calls for states, the
private sector, and civil society organizations to work together to promote security in cyberspace, counter
disinformation, and address new threats endangering citizens and infrastructure.



The Paris Call was set up in 2018 by the President of the French Republic, Emmanuel Macron, during the
Internet Governance Forum held at UNESCO and the Paris Peace Forum.
----------------
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SPORTS

Sports Personalities in News
The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to Dubai


Indian-origin Sudesh Aggarwal is a veteran businessman in the UAE. His biggest venture to date remains
GRP Industries which he set up in the country back in 1988.



He also established the first manufacturing facility for polyester enclosures in the MENA region back in
the 1980s and has since then bagged several lucrative contracts with governments across the region, from the
UAE and Oman to Saudi Arabia and Qatar. His diverse portfolio of investments spans real estate, food
production, video gaming and home furnishings. But he‘s now trained his sights on sports – specifically golf.

Davis Cup Finals 2021 in three cities


The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining Madrid as hosts.



The International Tennis Federation (ITF) announced that Madrid, Austrian city Innsbruck and Turin in Italy
would host two of the six groups each, with the latter two both staging one quarter-final.

India wins one Gold, two Bronze medals in Asian Wrestling Championship


In Wrestling, Sarita Mor stamped her authority in the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty,
Kazakhstan by defending the women's 59 kg title. Indian women also won two bronze medals through Seema
and Pooja besides Sarita's gold. The 25-year-old Haryana wrestler made a dramatic turnaround in the closing
stages of the six-minute final bout to score a thrilling 10-7 win over Mongolia's Shoovdor Baatarjav.



In the Asian Championships held in February 2020 in New Delhi, Sarita had won gold while in the 2017
edition of the continental competition, she had won silver in 58 kg. India picked up their second medal, a
bronze in the women's 50 kg category, when Seema scored a thumping 10-0 win over Yung Hsun Lin of
Taipei. Pooja won the third medal, a bronze in the women's 76 kg category. She defeated Seoyeon Jeong of
Korea 5-2. Nisha too had a good start in the women's 68 kg by scoring 8-0 win over Mongolia's Delgermaa
Enkhsaikhan but lost to Korea's Eun Sun Jeong 2-6 in the second round.

India clinches 14 medals in women's wrestling Asian Championship titles


India clinched 14 medals including 5 gold, 3 silver and 6 bronze at the Asian Wrestling Championships
2021 at Almaty, Kazakhstan. The Senior Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021.



Vinesh Phogat won her first gold in the Asian championships beating Meng Hsuan Hsieh of Taiwan in the
53-kg category final. Anshu Malik in 57-kg and Divya Kakran in 72-kg category won their respective finals as
India ended the competition with four gold, one silver and two bronze medals.
-----------------
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MISCELLANEOUS
J&K: LG along with Sports Minister inaugurate Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water
Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park


In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union Minister
of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water
Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park in world-famous Dal Lake in Srinagar city.



Lietenant Governor Manoj Sinha present on the occasion expressed gratitude to Kiren Rijiju and thanked Govt of
India for adopting the Water Sports Centre as Khelo India Centre of Excellence. He said that the
inauguration of the Khelo India Centre of Excellence at Srinagar is a moment of great happiness as the stateof-the-art centre of Excellence would give wings to the potential of many athletes of Jammu and Kashmir.



Various water Sports activities, demonstrations showcasing water sports talent of J&K including kayaking,
Surf Riding, Canoe Slalom, Dal lifestyle, Water skiing, Canoe Sprint Race, swimming, besides, cultural
programmes were presented to mark the event.

Niti Aayog launches India Energy Dashboards Version 2.0


With an aim to provide single-window access to the energy data for the country, government think tank Niti
Aayog launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0, according to an official statement.



While launching the IED, Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said that it is an endeavour to establish a
central energy database of the country. This includes monthly data and API linked data from some portals
maintained by the government agencies, it added. Niti Aayog had launched the Version 1.0 in May 2017.

Jitendra Singh launches 75 series Pension awareness to mark 75 years of India‘s independence


Minister for Personnel, Public Grievances and Pensions Dr Jitendra Singh launched 75 series Pension
awareness to mark 75 years of India‘s independence.



As a part of the Amrut Mahotsav, the Department of Pension and Pensioners Welfare will organize a wide
range of activities. Dr Jitendra Singh said, it will be a highly innovative and creative method of observing the
75th year of India's independence by dedicating it to the cause of pensioners and elder citizens.

J&K: Udhampur bags top position at National level for successfully implementing PMGSY
during 2020-21


Udhampur district of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National level
for successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21. The district
has received top position for constructing roads of 560.49 km in 2020-21.



However, four more districts from the Union Territory have also figured in the list of PMGSY top performing
30 districts in the country. It includes Rajouri, Doda, Kathua and Reasi districts of Jammu division of Jammu
and Kashmir.

Mettur-Sarabanga lift irrigation project


National Green Tribunal has allowed the Tamil Nadu government to proceed with the MetturSarabanga lift irrigation project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.



The application claimed that prior environmental clearance was not obtained before work for the project
commenced. It also alleged irregularity in the construction of the project and said the project was envisaged
in total disregard of riparian rights of the delta farmers. Also, since the project involved the interests of Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala, clearance from the Central government was required.

‗Tamizhp Puththaandu‘ being celebrated across Tamil Nadu


Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the Tamil Calendar. It
is an auspicious occasion for new projects and new ventures in family and social circles.
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Foods with six different tastes are made at home. Sweet, salt, bitter, sour, spicy and thuvarpu dishes are
traditional menus for the day. The vadai payasam pacchadi or yoghurt based dishes are generally prepared with
mango. Mango, jackfruit and banana, the mukkani dish are considered to be the tastiest.



People visit temples to pay obeisance and also visit friends and families. Chithirai is also the summer season of
the year where the heat begins to rise above normalcy.

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurates IAF Commanders' Conference 2021


Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders'
Conference 2021 at Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan in New Delhi.



The conference of apex level leadership is aimed at addressing the issues of IAF's operational capabilities in the
times to come. Various welfare and Human Resource measures to improve HR and administrative efficiency will
also be discussed. Air Force Commanders' Conference is a bi-annual conference held at Subroto Hall, Air
Headquarters, Vayu Bhawan.



The Conference provides a forum to the senior leadership of the IAF to discuss critical issues pertaining to
Operations, Maintenance and Administration. The conference is attended by the Air Officers Commandingin-Chief of all Commands of IAF, all Principal Staff Officers and all Director Generals posted at Air
Headquarters.

The world's priciest painting, 'Salvator Mundi', may be a Leonardo da Vinci after all


The world's most expensive painting, the ―Salvator Mundi‖, may be the work of Leonardo da Vinci after all.
The painting of Christ has not been seen in public since it was bought for $450 million by the Saudi royal
family at a 2017 Christie's auction.



―The Savior for Sale‖, a documentary by filmmaker Antoine Vitkine due to run on French TV this week, claims
the Saudis withheld the painting from a 2019 exhibition at The Louvre after its experts concluded it was produced
by da Vinci's workshop and that the master only ―contributed‖ to it.

Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launches Online Grievance Management Portal of National
Commission for Scheduled Castes


Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad launched the Online Grievance Management Portal of the National
Commission for Scheduled Castes. Presently the complaints of victims, who are members of Scheduled Caste
are processed manually in the commission. The new mechanism has been introduced to handle the complaints in
online mode from the victim.



The National Commission for Scheduled Castes is an Indian constitutional body established with a view to
provide safeguards against the exploitation of Scheduled Castes.



Speaking on the occasion, Mr Prasad said, this launching of Online Grievance Management Portal is especially
important as the nation is observing the birth anniversary of one of India‘s great luminaries Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar. Mr Prasad said, Dr. Ambedkar worked for the upliftment of the marginalised and downtrodden
sections of the society. The Minister opined that digital India needs to be a mass movement in the country.
-----------------
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PERSONS IN NEWS
Sushil Chandra appointed as Chief Election Commissioner


Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra was appointed as the Chief Election Commissioner. According to a
statement issued by the Legislative Department of the ministry, Chandra assumed charge on April 13.



Chandra was appointed as an election commissioner on February 14, 2019, ahead of the Lok Sabha
elections. He would demit office on May 14, 2022. Under him, the Election Commission would hold assembly
polls in Goa, Manipur, Uttarakhand, Punjab and Uttar Pradesh.

Election Commission of India operates under the authority of Constitution per Article 324. The body
administers elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha, state Legislative Assemblies in India, and the offices of the
President and Vice President in the country. Chief Election Commissioner of India is usually a member of the
Indian Civil Service and mostly from the Indian Administrative Service. It is very difficult to remove the
authority of the Chief Election Commissioner once appointed by the president, as two-thirds of the Lok Sabha
and the Rajya Sabha need to vote against him for disorderly conduct or improper actions. Sukumar Sen was the
first Chief Election Commissioner of India, serving from 21 March 1950 to 19 December 1958. Sushil Chandra
is a 1980 batch Indian Revenue Service officer. He is the current and 24th Chief Election Commissioner.

Judge who gave Babri case verdict is appointed 'Up-lokayukta'


Retired judge Surendra Kumar Yadav, who gave the verdict in the high-profile Babri mosque demolition
case, took oath as an 'up-lokayukta' in Uttar Pradesh. ―Yadav was appointed as third 'up-lokayukta' by the
Governor on April 6.

Prince Philip, husband of Britain's Queen Elizabeth II, passes away at 99


Britain's Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II's husband has died at the age of 99. The Prince married
Princess Elizabeth in 1947, five years before she became Queen, and was the longest-serving royal consort in
British history.



In March, the Duke of Edinburgh left hospital after a month-long stay for treatment. Philip spent 65 years
supporting the queen, retiring from his public role in 2017 and staying largely out of the view since.
-----------------
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AWARDS
BAFTA 2021: 'Nomadland' bags four awards including best picture, director, Anthony Hopkin
wins best actor trophy


Gig-economy Western 'Nomadland' won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film
Awards, which were handed out during a pandemic-curbed ceremony that recognized a diverse array of screen
talent.



'Nomadland' filmmaker Chloe Zhao became only the second woman, and the first woman of color, to win
the BAFTA for best director, and star Frances McDormand was named best actress. 'Nomadland' also took
the cinematography prize.



Emerald Fennell's revenge comedy 'Promising Young Woman' was named best British film, while the best
actor trophy went to 83-year-old Anthony Hopkins for playing a man grappling with dementia in 'The Father.



The British Academy Film Awards or BAFTA Film Awards are presented in an annual award show hosted
by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts to honour the best British and international
contributions to film.



The ceremonies were initially held at the flagship Odeon cinema in Leicester Square in London, before
being held at the Royal Opera House from 2008 to 2016. Since 2017, the ceremony has been held at the Royal
Albert Hall in London.

Guneet Monga conferred with Knight of the Order of Arts and Letters honour


Acclaimed filmmaker, Guneet Monga to be conferred with honour of the Knight of the Order of Arts and
Letters (Chevalier dans I‘Ordre des Arts et des Lettres). It is the second-highest civilian French honour and
has earlier been awarded to big Hollywood names like Meryl Streep, Leonardo DiCaprio, and Bruce Willis.



As a producer, Guneet has several critically acclaimed films to her credit. The list includes Masaan, Lunchbox,
Haraamkhor, Peddlers; Oscar-winning short film documentary — Period, End of Sentence, among others.

Indian Business Tycoon Yusuffali MA Gets Top Civilian Award In UAE


Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi, Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed Al Nahyan has honoured Indian-origin
businessman Yusuffali MA and 11 other individuals with Abu Dhabi‘s top civilian award for their noble
and charitable contributions to the community. The prestigious award was given to Mr Yusuffali, who was
born in Kerala, for his outstanding contribution to Abu Dhabi‘s business, industry and support to various
philanthropic initiatives.



Mr Yusuffali, the Chairman and Managing Director of Abu Dhabi-based LuLu Group which operates
hypermarkets and retail companies in many countries, was honoured on Friday by the Crown Prince.

Wisden Award 2021 announced


To perpetuate the 50th anniversary of the first One-Day International, five ODI cricketers of the decade have
been listed in Wisden Almanack‘s 2021 edition. One cricketer has been selected from each decade between
1971 and 2021, with the Indian captain been granted the award for the 2010s.



India captain Virat Kohli Wisden Almanack‘s ODI player of the 2010s. Sachin Tendulkar is the ODI
Cricketer of the 1990s.



Kapil Dev was named as the ODI Cricketer for the 1980s.



England all-rounder Ben Stokes is ‗Leading Cricketer of the Year‘.



Australia‘s Beth Mooney is ‗Leading Women‘s Cricketer in the World‘. West Indies all-rounder Kieron
Pollard was adjudged the ‗Leading T20 Cricketer in the World‘. Meanwhile, Jason Holder, Mohammed
Rizwan, Dom Sibley, Zak Crawley, and Darren Stevens have been awarded the Wisden Cricketers of the Year 20
------------------
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IMPORTANT DAYS
National Safe Motherhood day 2021


National Safe Motherhood Day is an initiative of the White Ribbon Alliance. The government of India
declared in 2003 the national safe motherhood day on April 11. It became the first country to do so.



Every year a theme is decided by White Ribbon Alliance to raise awareness about adequate access to care
during pregnancy, childbirth and postnatal services.

National Fire Service Day


Every year 14th April is observed as National Fire Service Day. On this day, in the year 1944, the fire service
personnel displayed exemplary courage and devotion to duty as they fought the huge fire that had erupted
following an explosion on a ship S.S. Fort Sticken berthed at the docks of Mumbai Port Trust.



Many fire fighters lost their lives, leaving behind their names etched in the minds of Mumbaites forever. Even
after this accident, while fighting fire, so many fire fighters have lost their lives. On 14th April of every year, due
respect and homage is paid to those brave fighters.

------------------
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QUESTIONS
1.

Recently, India and _______ have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further
intensify ongoing cooperation and better coherence in the area.
(a) The Netherlands
(b) Germany
(c) France
(d) Canada

2.

Which among the following has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Reserve Bank of India
(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

3.

Recently, In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union
Minister of State for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water
Sports Academy‖ at Nehru Park in world-famous Dal Lake in _______.
(a) Srinagar city
(b) Jammu city
(c) Anantnag city
(d) Ramban city

4.

Recently, ICCR has unveiled _______ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App which was jointly
launched in Beijing.
(a) ‗Little Gurudev‘
(b) ‗Little Guru‘
(c) ‗Little Saarthak‘
(d) ‗Little Mantra‘

5.

Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II's husband has passed away, he is associated with which of the following
countries?
(a) France
(b) Britain
(c) USA
(d) Germany

6.

Which of the following will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction companies
(ARCs) to help them realize their full potential?
(a) NITI Aayog
(b) Ministry of Finance
(c) Reserve Bank of India
(d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs

7.

The relationship between speed and distance is called the _______.
(a) Hubble constant
(b) Vonac constant
(c) Tibble constant

(d) Quasar constant

8.

Recently, Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in
the eastern Himalayas, taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of _______ species.
(a) 560
(b) 790
(c) 970
(d) 1,340

9.

The National Safe Motherhood Day is celebrated on:
(a) April 2
(b) April 5
(c) April 8

(d) April 11

10.

Which of the following films won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film Awards recently?
(a) Nomadland
(b) Promising Young Woman
(c) Nomadic Elephant
(d) The Hurt Locker

11.

Recently, which of the following countries created world's first traffic signal for camels?
(a) Saudi Arabia
(b) Kuwait
(c) China
(d) Russia

12.

Recently, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated the first bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders'
Conference 2021 in _______.
(a) New Delhi
(b) Mumbai
(c) Gurugram
(d) Kochi

13.

Which of the following recently launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0?
(a) Ministry of Finance
(b) Ministry of Corporate Affairs
(c) NITI Aayog
(d) Ministry of Home Affairs
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14.

Recently, The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in _______.
(a) Bangladesh
(b) Nepal
(c) Myanmar
(d) Thailand

15.

Recently, Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and
economic cooperation named _______ on the borders of the two countries.
(a) 'Central Asia'
(b) 'North Asia'
(c) 'South East Asia'
(d) ‗West Asia‘

16.

On April 13-14, which of the following conducted a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa)
webinar for the first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists?
(a) National Investigation Agency (NIA)
(b) Anti-Terrorist Squad (ATS)
(c) Research and Analysis Wing (RAW)
(d) Border Security Force (BSF)

17.

Recently, India‘s first floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal
in _______.
(a) Gujarat
(b) Tamil Nadu
(c) Maharashtra
(d) Kerala

18.

Recently, Population of _______ dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a
substantial jump this year.
(a) Mahanadi
(b) Narmada
(c) Irrawaddy
(d) Tapi

19.

Recently, Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in _______.
(a) South Korea
(b) Japan
(c) Thailand
(d) Singapore

20.

National Fire Service Day is observed every year on:
(a) 7 April
(b) 11 April
(c) 14 April

(d) 17 April

21.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. Paul Kagame and Mette
Frederiksen will also join the inaugural session as Chief Guests. Paul Kagame is President of:
(a) Nigeria
(b) Liberia
(c) Rwanda
(d) South Africa

22.

Who was appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner of India recently?
(a) Sushil Chandra
(b) Deepak Raheja
(c) Hasmukh Adhia
(d) Amitabh Bhattacharya

23.

Who among the following took oath as an 'Up-Lokayukta' in Uttar Pradesh?
(a) Retired Judge Surendra Kumar Yadav
(b) Retired Judge Janki Sharan Verma
(c) Retired Judge Ajeet Kumar Singh
(d) Retired Judge Mahesh Jain

24.

Which of the following districts of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National
level for successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21?
(a) Ramban district
(b) Udhampur district
(c) Jammu district
(d) Anantnag district

25.

Which of the following countries has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers
and investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business?
(a) Australia
(b) USA
(c) Canada
(d) New Zealand

26.

Name the Indian rating company which is setting up a dedicated rating company for ESG (Environment, Social and
Governance) opportunities.
(a) Neon Ratings
(b) Fertin Ratings
(c) Acuite Ratings
(d) Mercer Ratings

27.

Recently, Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has commissioned a _______ megawatt (MW) solar
power plant in Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh.
(a) 20
(b) 35
(c) 50
(d) 60
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28.

Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the _______ Calendar.
(a) Tamil
(b) Malayalam
(c) Telugu
(d) Kannada

29.

The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining _______ as hosts.
(a) Madrid
(b) Brussels
(c) Helsinki
(d) Budapest

30.

The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to _______.
(a) Dubai
(b) Brasilia
(c) London
(d) Paris

31.

Who among the following virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic marketplace providing a platform to
connect aqua farmers and the buyers?
(a) Shri Narendra Modi
(b) Shri Piyush Goyal
(c) Shri Amit Shah
(d) Shri Rajnath Singh

32.

Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with _______ to jointly work towards providing a
digitally rich ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across the country.
(a) Microsoft
(b) Apple
(c) Google
(d) Dassault Systemes Foundation

33.

NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and _______ on
April 13, 2021, launched Poshan Gyan.
(a) Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Google

34.

Haitian Prime Minister _______ has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings and prepares
for an upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year.
(a) Joseph Jouthe
(b) Robert John
(c) Michel Jouthe
(d) Jean Henry Ceant

35.

US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan
before _______, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.
(a) September 11, 2021
(b) October 11, 2021
(c) November 11, 2021
(d) December 11, 2021

36.

Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with _______ for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states for the
betterment of farmers in the selected villages, which will enhance their income.
(a) Reliance
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Google

37.

Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to promote
wellbeing across age groups. MANAS stands for _______.
(a) Major Health and Normalcy Augmentation System
(b) Mental Health and Natural Augmentation System
(c) Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System
(d) Men Health and Normalcy Augmentation Symptoms

38.

Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in _______.
(a) Australia
(b) Austria
(c) Chile

39.

(d) Argentina

The launch of India‘s most advanced earth observation satellite _______, which will allow India to better monitor
the subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15, 2021.
(a) Eisat-1
(b) Gisat-1
(c) Aisat-1
(d) Risat-1
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40.

Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to _______, under the
aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020).
(a) Kaziranga National Park
(b) Manas National Park
(c) Penna National Park
(d) Nagarjuna Sagar National Park

41.

The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed, took place in which of the
following years?
(a) 1918
(b) 1919
(c) 1920
(d) 1921

42.

National Green Tribunal has allowed the _______ government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga lift
irrigation project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.
(a) Tamil Nadu
(b) Andhra Pradesh
(c) Telamgana
(d) Karnataka

43.

India and _______ are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal.
(a) Russia
(b) USA
(c) UK
(d) Japan

44.

NATO has announced that foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in coordination
with a U.S. pull-out by September 11, 2021. NATO's Headquarters are located in:
(a) USA
(b) Poland
(c) Austria
(d) Belgium

45.

Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue that he hoped India would
‗reassess‘ its stand on regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) pact that India withdrew from it in _______.
(a) 2017
(b) 2018
(c) 2019
(d) 2020

46.

As per Moody‘s Investors Service, which of the following countries public debt level is among the highest in
emerging economies with a quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the
weakest?
(a) China
(b) India
(c) Brazil
(d) Japan

47.

Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy. This
galaxy, called the Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy, which is about _______ light-years away.
(a) 1 billion
(b) 10 billion
(c) 15 billion
(d) 31 billion

48.

Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to _______.
(a) Oxford Institute
(b) Yule Institute
(c) Haffkine Institute
(d) Cambridge Institute

49.

The 2021 Asian Wrestling Championships was held in:
(a) India
(b) Pakistan
(c) Japan

(d) Kazakhstan

50.

Who among the following launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4 All Challenge through video
conferencing?
(a) Hardeep Singh Puri
(b) Shri Piyush Goyal
(c) Shri Amit Shah
(d) Shri Rajnath Singh

51.

At present, the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) card is required to be reissued each time a new passport is issued
up to _______ years of age and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological changes in the face of the
applicant‖.
(a) 5
(b) 10
(c) 15
(d) 20

52.

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to oversee
air quality monitoring of _______ non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country.
(a) 100
(b) 124
(c) 150
(d) 200
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53.

The United Nations Secretary-General has called for the first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in
September 2021 to strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realise the vision
of the _______.
(a) 2022 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(b) 2025 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(c) 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development
(d) 2035 Agenda for Sustainable Development

54.

Which of the following launched the report titled ‗My Body is My Own‘?
(a) UNGA
(b) UNDP
(c) UNFPA

(d) NITI Aayog

55.

Which of the following countries has banned America FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country?
(a) North Korea
(b) Saudi Arabia
(c) Iran
(d) Russia

56.

UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud and
money laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion _______.
(a) Bank of Baroda scam case
(b) SBI scam case
(c) Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case
(d) Yes Bank scam case

57.

Which of the following announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to review its
regulations internally and in consultation with other stakeholders?
(a) SEBI
(b) RBI
(c) BSI
(d) IRDA

58.

Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & Chairman
NIXI inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). With this launch,
NIXI has announced to play a supporting role for the _______ -awareness and adoption in the country along with
DOT & MeitY.
(a) SPv6
(b) IPv6
(c) MPv6
(d) JPv6

59.

Who among the following chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up to advice
the government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the
country?
(a) Piyush Goyal
(b) Narendra Modi
(c) Rajnath Singh
(d) Amith Shah

60.

India called for greater support to its proposal along with _______ at the World Trade Organization (WTO) to
waive the implementation, application and enforcement of certain Sections of the TRIPS Agreement (Agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of IPRs) 'in relation to prevention, containment or treatment of COVID-19.
(a) South Africa
(b) South Korea
(c) Japan
(d) Germany

61.

The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries who
intend to visit India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants. An e-visa is
provided in _______ categories.
(a) Five
(b) Six
(c) Seven
(d) Ten

62.

The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading
Partners of the United States. India is one of the _______ countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their
currency practices.
(a) 11
(b) 15
(c) 20
(d) 25

63.

Yoshihide Suga is the current Prime Minister of _______.
(a) Brazil
(b) Indonesia
(c) Japan
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64.

Which of the following countries has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity?
(a) USA
(b) China
(c) Russia
(d) Iran

65.

The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the court‘s
jurisdiction to hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court of Justice (ICJ).
Kulbhushan Jadhav was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on charges of espionage and terrorism in:
(a) 2002
(b) 2009
(c) 2013
(d) 2017

66.

Raul Castro is associated with which of the following countries?
(a) Argentina
(b) Brazil
(c) Chile

(d) Cuba

67.

Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in Cyberspace that now has 75
countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world. Brad Smith is the current President of:
(a) Google
(b) Microsoft
(c) Apple
(d) Ali Baba

68.

Which of the following country engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet?
(a) India
(b) China
(c) USA
(d) Japan

69.

In a rare celestial event, the crescent moon comes directly between the Earth and _______ -leading to the rare lunar
occultation on 17 April 2021.
(a) Venus
(b) Mercury
(c) Jupiter
(d) Mars

70.

How many gold medals did India win at the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty?
(a) 2
(b) 3
(c) 5
(d) 5
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION
1. a

India and the Netherlands have announced the launch of the strategic partnership in water sector to further intensify
ongoing cooperation and better coherence in the area.

2. c

The Reserve Bank of India has decided to publish the Financial Inclusion Index.

3. a

In the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir, Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha along with Union Minister of
State for Youth Affairs and Sports Kiren Rijiju inaugurated Khelo India Centre of Excellence, ―Water Sports
Academy‖ at Nehru Park in world-famous Dal Lake in Srinagar city.

4. b

On the occasion, the ICCR has unveiled ‗Little Guru‘ app, world‘s first Gamified Sanskrit learning App which was
jointly launched in Beijing by Ambassador Vikram Misri and renowned Chinese scholar on Sanskrit and India
studies, Professor Wang Bangwei.

5. b

Britain's Prince Philip, Queen Elizabeth the II's husband has died at the age of 99. The Prince married Princess
Elizabeth in 1947, five years before she became Queen, and was the longest-serving royal consort in British history.

6. c

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) will constitute a committee to review the working of asset reconstruction
companies (ARCs) to help them realize their full potential.

7. a

The relationship between speed and distance is called the Hubble constant.

8. d

Scientists from the Bombay Natural History Society (BNHS) have recorded the presence of new bird in the eastern
Himalayas, taking India‘s avian biodiversity count to a total of 1,340 species.

9. d

The government of India declared in 2003 the national safe motherhood day on April 11.

10. a Gig-economy Western 'Nomadland' won four prizes including best picture at the British Academy Film Awards,
which were handed out during a pandemic-curbed ceremony that recognized a diverse array of screen talent.
11. c Officials in northern China have inaugurated what they say is the world's first traffic signal for camels.
12. a Defence Minister Rajnath Singh inaugurated First bi-annual Indian Air Force, IAF Commanders' Conference 2021
at Air Headquarters Vayu Bhawan in New Delhi.
13. c With an aim to provide single-window access to the energy data for the country, government think tank Niti Aayog
launched India Energy Dashboards (IED) Version 2.0.
14. a The 10 day long multinational military exercise named ‗Shantir Ogrosena‘ culminated in Bangladesh at the
Bangabandhu Senanibas in Dhaka.
15. a Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan have launched the construction of an international center for trade and economic
cooperation named 'Central Asia' on the borders of the two countries.
16. a On April 13-14, the National Investigation Agency (NIA) will conduct a BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, and
South Africa) webinar for the first time on the misuse of the Internet by terrorists.
17. c India‘s first Floating Storage and Regasification Unit (FSRU) has arrived at H-Energy‘s Jaigarh Terminal in
Maharashtra.
18. c Population of Irrawaddy dolphins that colonise in the brackish waters of Chilika lagoon has reported a substantial
jump this year.
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19. b Vietnamese Thieu lychee granted certificate of geographical indication in Japan.
20. c Every year 14th April is observed as National Fire Service Day.
21. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Dialogue through a video message. President of Rwanda Paul
Kagame and Prime Minister of Denmark Mette Frederiksen also joined the inaugural session as Chief Guests.
22. a Election Commissioner Sushil Chandra was appointed as the next Chief Election Commissioner.
23. a Retired judge Surendra Kumar Yadav, who gave the verdict in the high-profile Babri mosque demolition case, took
oath as an 'up-lokayukta' in Uttar Pradesh.
24. b Udhampur district of the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir has bagged top position at National level for
successfully implementing Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) during 2020-21.
25. d New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment
managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business.
26. c Acuite Ratings, a company backed by Dun and Bradstreet, is setting up a dedicated rating company for ESG
(Environment, Social and Governance) opportunities, with more Indian companies seeking to tap into increasing
global appetite for projects with a pronounced accent on sustainability.
27. c Adani Solar Energy Chitrakoot One Ltd (ASECOL), has commissioned a 50 megawatt (MW) solar power plant in
Chitrakoot, Uttar Pradesh.
28. a Tamizhp Puththaandu, the first day of the Chithirai month marks the beginning of the Tamil Calendar.
29. a The 2021 Davis Cup Finals will be held in three cities, with Innsbruck and Turin joining Madrid as hosts.
30. a The world‘s first franchise-based amateur golf league is coming to Dubai.
31. b Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal virtually inaugurated e-SANTA, an electronic
marketplace providing a platform to connect aqua farmers and the buyers.
32. d Atal Innovation Mission and NITI Aayog signed an agreement with Dassault Systemes Foundation to jointly work
towards providing a digitally rich ecosystem of Innovation among aspiring young minds across the country. The
Atal Tinkering Labs has played a pivotal role in fostering creativity and imagination amongst school children.
33. a NITI Aayog, in partnership with the Centre for Social and Behaviour Change, Ashoka University, and Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation on April 13, 2021, launched Poshan Gyan. It is a national digital repository on health
and nutrition.
34. a Haitian Prime Minister Joseph Jouthe has resigned as the country faces a spike in killings and kidnappings and
prepares for an upcoming constitutional referendum and general election later this year. He has served as the Prime
Minister since March 2020. He did not give an explanation for his resignation.
35. a US President Joe Biden has formally announced his decision to withdraw American troops from Afghanistan
before September 11, 2021, the 20th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on the World Trade Centre.
36. b Union Agriculture Ministry has signed an MoU with Microsoft for a pilot project in 100 villages of six states. This
project will carry out various tasks for the betterment of farmers in the selected villages, which will enhance their
income. This will also reduce the input costs for farmers and make farming easy.
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37. c Principal Scientific Adviser to the Government, Prof. K Vijay Raghavan has launched the MANAS App to promote
wellbeing across age groups. MANAS which stands for Mental Health and Normalcy Augmentation System was
endorsed as a national program by the Prime Minister‘s Science, Technology, and Innovation Advisory Council.
38. c Deadly algae have killed more than 4,000 tonnes of Salmon in Chile. The algal bloom in the water reduced the
amount of oxygen suffocating the salmon fishes.
39. b The launch of India‘s most advanced earth observation satellite Gisat-1, which will allow India to better monitor
the subcontinent, including its borders with Pakistan and China, is slated for May 15. The launch of the 2,268-kg
satellite in the first week of this month was aborted due to a technical glitch.
40. b Two adult one-horned rhinos were recently translocated from Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary to Manas National Park,
under the aegis of the Indian Rhino Vision 2020 (IRV 2020).
41. b The Jallianwala Bagh massacre, in which several hundreds of people were killed on this day in 1919 as a result of
indiscriminate firing by the colonial forces, completed 102 years on 13 April 2021. The Britishers had banned
gatherings at the time and to punish civilians for their 'disobedience', Brigadier-General Reginald Dyer ordered the
army to fire into a crowd of thousands of unarmed Indians who had come together to celebrate the festival of
Baisakhi, unaware of the order.
42. a National Green Tribunal has allowed the Tamil Nadu government to proceed with the Mettur-Sarabanga lift
irrigation project and has dismissed an application seeking a stay on the project.
43. a Russia and India are committed to adhering to timelines and other obligations under the S-400 missile deal, Russian
ambassador Nikolay Kudashev said amid apprehensions of possible US sanctions against New Delhi over
procurement of the weapons systems.
44. d NATO has announced that foreign troops under NATO command will withdraw from Afghanistan in coordination
with a U.S. pull-out by September 11. NATO's Headquarters are located in Haren, Brussels, Belgium, while
the headquarters of Allied Command Operations is near Mons, Belgium.
45. c India had ―a crucial role‖ to play in helping the region build an inclusive architecture at a time of increasing global
instability, Singapore‘s Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrishnan said at the Raisina Dialogue, held virtually this year
and hosted by the Observer Research Foundation in partnership with India‘s Ministry of External Affairs. The
theme for the 2021 Edition is ―#ViralWorld: Outbreaks, Outliers and Out of Control‖. Balakrishnan said he hoped
India would ‗reassess‘ its stand on regional trading agreements such as the Regional Comprehensive Economic
Partnership (RCEP) pact that India withdrew from in 2019.
46. b As per Moody‘s Investors Service, India‘s public debt level is among the highest in emerging economies with a
quantitative easing programme underway, while its debt affordability is among the weakest. Public debt is the total
amount borrowed by the government of a country.
47. d Astronomers have discovered a new active galaxy identified as the farthest gamma-ray emitting galaxy, the
Department of Science and Technology said. This galaxy, called the Narrow-Line Seyfert 1 (NLS1) galaxy, which
is about 31 billion light-years away, opens up avenues to explore more such gamma-ray emitting galaxies, it said.
48. c Centre has approved the transfer of Covaxin technology from Bharat Biotech to Haffkine Institute. Department of
Science & Technology, Government of India, informed Maharashtra government that the approval has been given
as per the recommendation of the committee of scientific experts for a period of one year. The move will help
Haffkine Bio-pharma Corporation to start production of Covaxin as soon as possible.
49. d In Wrestling, Sarita Mor stamped her authority in the Asian Wrestling Championships in Almaty, Kazakhstan by
defending the women's 59 kg title. Indian women also won two bronze medals through Seema and Pooja besides
Sarita's gold.
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50. a Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri launched the EatSmart Cities Challenge and Transport 4
All Challenge through video conferencing. EatSmart Cities Challenge is an opportunity for India to play a
pioneering role in developing the concept of integrating food systems into city planning and development.
51. d Union Home Ministry has clarified that the Overseas Citizens of India (OCI) will not be required to register for a
fresh OCI card every time a new passport is issued in their name. At present, the OCI card is required to be reissued
each time a new passport is issued up to 20 years of age and once after completing 50 ―in view of biological
changes in the face of the applicant‖.
52. b The National Green Tribunal (NGT) has directed the constitution of an eight-member national task force to oversee
air quality monitoring of 124 non-attainment cities (NACs) in the country. Headed by the environment secretary,
the task force will have members from ministries of housing and urban development, road transport, petroleum,
power, agriculture, health, and chairman of the Central Pollution Control Board.
53. c A high-level interdepartmental group under a NITI Aayog member has been constituted to conduct national
dialogues with stakeholders of agri-food systems for exploring national pathways towards creating sustainable and
equitable food systems in India and suitably contribute to transformation in global food systems. The United
Nations Secretary-General has called for the first-ever UN Food Systems Summit to be held in September 2021 to
strategize the actions for positive change in Agri-food systems in the World to realise the vision of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development.
54. c The United Nations Population Fund‘s (UNFPA) Flagship State of World Population Report 2021 titled ‗My Body
is My Own‘ was launched. This is the first time a United Nations report has focused on bodily autonomy.
55. d Russia said that it banned FBI chief Christopher Wray from entering the country. The list of US officials banned
from entering Russia includes top officials from US President Joe Biden's administration. Attorney General
Merrick Garland, Biden's chief domestic policy advisor Susan Rice and FBI chief Christopher Wray would be
barred, the Russian foreign ministry said.
56. c UK Home Secretary Priti Patel has signed off on the order to extradite Nirav Modi, wanted in India on fraud and
money laundering charges related to the estimated $2-billion Punjab National Bank (PNB) scam case, senior Indian
diplomatic sources in the UK said.
57. b The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) announced the setting up of a regulatory review authority, RRA 2.0, to review its
regulations internally and in consultation with other stakeholders. The authority has been christened as such
because it follows a similar exercise conducted in 1999-2000. Deputy governor M Rajeshwar Rao has been
appointed as the head of the RRA which would be set up for a period of one year from May 1, 2021, unless its
tenure is extended.
58. b Ajay Prakash Sawhney, IAS, Secretary Ministry of Electronics & Information Technology (MeitY) & Chairman
NIXI inaugurated three path breaking initiatives for National Internet Exchange of India (NIXI). With this launch,
NIXI has announced to play a supporting role for the IPv6 awareness and adoption in the country along with DOT
& MeitY.
59. a Trade minister Piyush Goyal chaired the first meeting of National Startup Advisory Council (NSAC) set up to
advice the government on measures needed to build a strong ecosystem for nurturing innovation and startups in the
country.
60. a India vehemently opposed ‗vaccine nationalism‘ – or the attempts by some developed countries to hoard vaccines
and not sharing them or the related Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) with a view to maximise profits from not just
COVID-related vaccines, but also from therapeutics and diagnostics. India also called for greater support to
its proposal along with South Africa at the World Trade Organization (WTO) to waive the implementation,
application and enforcement of certain Sections of the TRIPS Agreement (Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of
IPRs) 'in relation to prevention, containment or treatment of COVID-19.
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61. a The Union Home Ministry has restored the electronic visa (e-visa) facility for foreigners from 156 countries who
intend to visit India for business, conferences and medical reasons, including for medical attendants. An e-visa is
provided in five categories — tourist, business, conference, medical, and medical attendant. Under the arrangement,
a foreigner can apply online four days prior to travel.
62. a The U.S. Treasury has released the report on Macroeconomic and Foreign Exchange Policies of Major Trading
Partners of the United States. The April 2021 edition of the semi-annual report is the first from the Biden
administration. The report is submitted to the U.S. Congress and reviews currency practices of the U.S.‘s 20 biggest
trading partners. India is one of the 11 countries on the ‗Monitoring List‘ with regard to their currency practices.
63. c President Joe Biden sought to present a united front with Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihide Suga to counter an
increasingly assertive China as the U.S. leader held his first face-to-face White House summit since taking office.
Biden hosted Suga for talks that offered the President, a chance to work further on his pledge to revitalize U.S.
alliances that frayed under his predecessor Donald Trump.
64. d Iran has started enriching its uranium supply to 60 percent purity — the closest the country has ever come to the
level needed for a weapon — in response to the sabotage of an Iranian nuclear site last weekend linked to Israel.
65. d The Islamabad High Court has asked the Foreign Office to clear India‘s ―misunderstanding‖ about the court‘s
jurisdiction to hear the Kulbhushan Jadhav case to implement the verdict of the International Court of Justice (ICJ).
Jadhav, the 50-year-old retired Indian Navy officer, was sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on charges
of espionage and terrorism in April 2017. India approached the ICJ against Pakistan for denial of consular access to
Jadhav and challenging the death sentence.
66. d For the first time in six decades, Cuba‘s socialist government will not have a Castro in top leadership. Raul Castro
on, 18 April, said that he is stepping down as the head of Cuba‘s Communist party. The Communist party is the
sole ruling party in charge of the country‘s affairs as per the Cuban Constitution.
67. b Microsoft president Brad Smith has urged India and the U.S. to join the Paris Call for Trust and Security in
Cyberspace that now has 75 countries on board to deal with new cybersecurity threats facing the world.
68. c US engineers have created what they are calling the whitest paint yet. The ultra-white paint is made up of barium
sulphate, which makes it whiter.
69. d In a rare celestial event, a lunar occultation of Mars was visible from India on 17 April 2021 at 5 pm. The crescent
moon comes directly between the Earth and Mars leading to this rare lunar occultation. From Earth, such events are
visible twice a year.
70. c India clinched 14 medals including 5 gold, 3 silver and 6 bronze at the Asian Wrestling Championships 2021 at
Almaty, Kazakhstan. The Senior Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021.
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