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PREFACE 
 

 

Dear Students, 

 

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our 

team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the 

section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations. 

 

 

Happy Reading 

 

 

Team CL 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

National 

 

India sign MoU with France for cooperation on Gaganyaan Mission 

 The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of France CNES for 

cooperation in its first human space mission, Gaganyaan. CNES will train Indian flight physicians and 

CAPCOM mission control teams at French facilities. 

 The Gaganyaan orbital spacecraft project was kicked off in August 2018. It originally intended to send 

astronauts from Indian soil to mark the 75
th

 anniversary of India‘s independence in 2022. 

 CNES will provide equipment developed by it, tested and still operating aboard the International Space 

Station (ISS) to Indian crews. It will also supply fireproof carry bags made in France to shield equipment from 

shocks and radiation. 

 The agreement provides for the CNES to support the implementation of a scientific experiment plan on 

validation missions, exchange information on food packaging and the nutrition programme, and above all the use 

by Indian astronauts of French equipment, consumables and medical instruments. 

 The Gaganyaan system module, called the Orbital Module will have three Indian astronauts, including a 

woman. It will circle Earth at a low-earth-orbit at an altitude of 300-400 km from earth for 5-7 days. 

 In June 2019, the Human Space Flight Centre of the ISRO and the Russian government-owned Glavkosmos 

signed a contract for the training, which includes Russian support in the selection of candidates, their medical 

examination, and space training. 

 The candidates will study in detail the systems of the Soyuz manned spaceship, as well as be trained in short-

term weightlessness mode aboard the Il-76MDK aircraft. 

 The Soyuz is a Russian spacecraft. The Soyuz carries people and supplies to and from the space station. The Il-

76MDK is a military transport plane specially designed for parabolic flights of trainee astronauts and 

space tourists. 

 The payload will consist of: Crew module - spacecraft carrying human beings. Service module - powered by 

two liquid propellant engines. 

 Gaganyaan will help in enhancement of science and technology levels in the country and help inspire youth. 

Gaganyaan will involve numerous agencies, laboratories, disciplines, industries and departments. It will 

help in improvement of industrial growth. One International Space Station (ISS) put up by multiple countries 

may not be enough. Regional ecosystems will be needed and Gaganyaan will focus on regional needs: food, 

water and energy security. The first unmanned mission is planned in December 2021. It has been delayed due 

to the Covid-19 induced lockdown. 
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Gaganyaan (―Sky Craft‖) is an Indian crewed orbital spacecraft intended to be the formative spacecraft of the 

Indian Human Spaceflight Programme. The spacecraft is being designed to carry three people, and a planned 

upgraded version will be equipped with rendezvous and docking capability. There will be two unmanned flights 

and one human spaceflight. GSLV Mk III, also called the LVM-3 (Launch Vehicle Mark-3,) the three-stage 
heavy lift launch vehicle, will be used to launch Gaganyaan as it has the necessary payload capability. This 

Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) manufactured crew module had its first un-crewed experimental flight 

on 18 December 2014. As of May 2019, design of the crew module has been completed. Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO) will provide support for critical human-centric systems and technologies 

like space grade food, crew healthcare, radiation measurement and protection, parachutes for the safe recovery 

of the crew module and fire suppression system 

Uttarakhand Glacier Burst 

 A glacier burst in Sumna in Niti Valley near Uttarkhand‘s Joshimath on 23 April 2021 near the India-China 

border has put the Indo-Tibetan Border Police (ITBP) on alert. Uttarakhand earlier in February witnessed loss 

of lives and devastation due to a glacier burst in the same region which led to floods in Chamoli. 

 A glacier burst in Uttarakhand‘s Joshimath near the India-China border,‖ Colonel Manish Kapil, a commander of 

the Border Road Task Force said. Uttarakhand Chief Minister Tirath Singh Rawat said that Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah has taken note of the incident and assured his support to the Uttarakhand government and 

advised the ITBP to remain alert. 

 Uttarakhand on February 7, 2021 witnessed loss of lives, disappearances and devastation of property due 

to a glacial burst at Joshimath in Uttarakhand‘s Chamoli district which triggered floods that destroyed two 
hydropower projects near the Naina Devi National Park. The incident claimed 74 lives and more than 100 people 

have disappeared. Several workers who were trapped in a tunnel near the Tapovan Vishnugad Hydropower 

Project were rescued but many workers died whose bodies were found days later. 

 Experts have suggested that the construction of hydel power projects could have led to the disaster in 

February, 2021. Stone quarrying, blasting of mountains and digging of tunnels in the base of a mountain system 

could have led to this disaster. The 135 missing persons in the Chamoli disaster were declared dead by the 

Uttarakhand health department in February. Following the disaster, joint study teams have been formed to study 
the glaciers in the region. 

Uttarakhand is often referred to as the Devbhumi, due to many Hindu temples and pilgrimage centres found 
throughout the state. On 9 November 2000, Uttarakhand became the 27

th
 state of the Republic of India, being 

created from the Himalayan and adjoining northwestern districts of Uttar Pradesh. Trivendra Singh Rawat 

served as the Chief Minister of Uttarakhand till March 10, 2021. Tirath Singh Rawat is serving as the 

current Chief Minister of Uttarakhand since March 10, 2021. Baby Rani Maurya is serving as the current 

governor of Uttarakhand since 26 August 2018. The winter capital of Uttarakhand is Dehradun, the largest city 
of the state, which is a rail head. Gairsain, a town in Chamoli district is the summer capital of 

Uttarakhand. The High Court of the state is located in Nainital. 

JMM first party to declare name of electoral bonds donor 

 The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party that has declared the name of the entity which made 

donations to it through electoral bonds, the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), a poll rights group, 
said. A declaration of a Rs.1 crore donation was made in the party‘s 2019-20 contribution report, it added. 

 According to the contribution report of the ruling party in Jharkhand, the donation was made by aluminium and 

copper manufacturing company Hindalco. 

 In a new report, the association said the most common and popular source of income for national and 

regional political parties in 2019-20 were donations through electoral bonds. 

 This raises the question as to whether political parties are aware of the identity of the donors who have 

contributions through electoral bonds, as can be seen in this case, the report added. Electoral bonds have been 

pitched as an alternative to cash donations made to political parties as part of efforts to bring transparency in 

political funding. 
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Electoral Bond is a financial instrument for making donations to political parties. The bonds are issued in 
multiples of Rs. 1,000, Rs. 10,000, Rs. 1 lakh, Rs. 10 lakh and Rs. 1 crore without any maximum limit. State 

Bank of India is authorised to issue and encash these bonds, which are valid for fifteen days from the date of 

issuance. These bonds are redeemable in the designated account of a registered political party. The bonds are 
available for purchase by any person (who is a citizen of India or incorporated or established in India) for a 

period of ten days each in the months of January, April, July and October as may be specified by the Central 

Government. A person being an individual can buy bonds, either singly or jointly with other individuals. Donor‘s 

name is not mentioned on the bond. 

Vande Bharat becomes one of top civilian evacuations 

 The Vande Bharat Mission (VBM), which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 
and the resultant lockdowns since May 7 last, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians 

by a country. 

 Into the middle of Phase 10, the VBM has surpassed the large-scale airlift of 1,10,000 people in 1990 at the 

onset of the Gulf War. Till now, the Air India (AI) Group has operated 11,523 inbound flights to carry 
18,19,734 passengers and 11,528 outbound flights and 13,68, 457 passengers. National carrier Air India, which 

carried out the bulk of air transfers under the mission, was supported by its budget carrier Air India Express. 

 The first phase of the VBM, which lasted 11 days from May 7 to 17, was aimed at destinations with high 

concentration of Indians. As many as 64 inbound and outbound flights each were operated by the AI group to 

carry 12,708 and 3,562 passengers respectively. The lengthiest was VBM VI and VII lasting 61 days each. 

Vande Bharat Mission is the biggest evacuation exercise to bring back Indian citizens stranded abroad amidst 

the coronavirus-induced travel restrictions. It is also considered as the largest exercise to bring back Indian 

citizens since the evacuation of 177,000 from the Gulf region in the early 1990s at the start of hostilities between 

Iraq and Kuwait during the first Gulf War. The mission has given priority to Indian citizens with ―compelling 

reasons to return‖ – like those whose employment have been terminated, those whose visas have expired and not 

expected to be renewed under the present circumstances and those who have lost family members in recent times.  

IAF Chief flagged off six Rafale jets from France 

 Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria flagged off six Rafale fighter jets from 
Merignac-Bordeaux airbase in France on April 21, setting the stage for activating the second Rafale squadron 

at Hasimara in West Bengal, people familiar with the matter said. 

 The IAF chief visited France from April 20 and was in the country till April 23. It is understood that during his 

France visit, Air Chief Bhadauria visited a French Rafale squadron, met his counterpart Philippe Lavigne 

and visit the newly established Space Command in Paris. 

 The arrival of the six Rafale jets, flagged by IAF chief Rakesh Bhadauria, will raise the number of the 

Omni-role fighters with the IAF to 20 of the 36 contracted Rafale jets to India. ―The six fighters will fly to 

Ambala airbase, from where the fighters will be repurposed for the formation of a second squadron at 

Hasimara,‖ said a senior air force officer. 

 The formation of a second Rafale squadron at Hasimara will add teeth to India‘s aerial capability with 

Hercules C-130 J airlift squadron based in Panagarh in the northern part of West Bengal. Given the location 

of both the squadrons on the gates of Siliguri corridor, the IAF will have the power to counter any offensive from 

the north in the eastern sector, particularly in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh. 

The Dassault Rafale literally meaning ―gust of wind‖, and ―burst of fire‖ in a more military sense is a French 

twin-engine, canard delta wing, multirole fighter aircraft designed and built by Dassault Aviation. Equipped 
with a wide range of weapons, the Rafale is intended to perform air supremacy, interdiction, aerial reconnaissance, 

ground support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike and nuclear deterrence missions. The Rafale is referred to as an 

―omnirole‖ aircraft by Dassault. India has inked a Rs 59,000-crore deal in 2016 to procure 36 Rafale jets from 

French aerospace major Dassault Aviation after a nearly seven-year exercise to procure 126 Medium Multi-

Role Combat Aircraft (MMRCA) for the Indian Air Force did not fructify. 
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Indian expedition to Antarctica returns to Cape Town 

 The 40
th

 Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences 
successfully returned to Cape Town after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, 

including stopovers. 

 This achievement concludes four successful decades of India‘s scientific endeavour in the continent of peace and 

cooperation. The team reached its destination Bharati station on February 27 and Maitri station on March 8 

in Antarctica. Bharati and Maitri are India‘s permanent research base stations in Antarctica. 

 On its way to Antarctica, the voyage team deployed four autonomous Ocean Observing DWS (Directional 

Wave Spectra) wave drifters between 35-degree and 50-degree south latitudes in collaboration with Indian 

National Centre for Ocean Information Services (INCOIS) Hyderabad, the statement said. 

 The drifters would transmit real-time data of spectral characteristics of waves, sea surface temperatures, 

and sea-level atmospheric pressure to INCOIS, which will help validate weather predictions in a big way. 

Antarctica is Earth‘s southernmost continent. It contains the geographic South Pole and is situated in the 

Antarctic region of the Southern Hemisphere, almost entirely south of the Antarctic Circle, and is surrounded 

by the Southern Ocean. At 14,200,000 square kilometres (5,500,000 square miles), it is the fifth-largest continent 

and nearly twice the size of Australia. It is by far the least populated continent, with around 5,000 people in the 

summer and around 1,000 in the winter. About 98% of Antarctica is covered by ice that averages 1.9 km (1.2 mi; 
6,200 ft) in thickness, which extends to all but the McMurdo Dry Valleys and the northernmost reaches of the 

Antarctic Peninsula. 

Gender Samvaad event launched by Ministry of Rural Development 

 The Ministry of Rural Development launched the Gender Samvaad Event. It is a joint initiative between 

DAY-NRLM and IWWAGE. The main objective of the Gender Samvaad event was to create awareness of 

gender-related interventions under the DAY-NRLM. DAY-NRLM is Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana 

National Rural Livelihood Mission. 

 IWWAGE is Initiative for What Works to Advance Women and Girls in the Economy. It provides opportunities 

to understand the best practices of other states to improve women agencies. 

The Ministry of Rural Development is entrusted with the task of accelerating the socio-economic development 
of rural India. Its focus is on health, education, drinking water, housing and roads. Narendra Singh Tomar is the 
Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare, Minister of Rural Development and Minister of Food Processing 

Industries in the Second Modi ministry. In 2019, he was re-elected to the Lok Sabha from Morena. 

World Press Freedom index: India retains 142 of 180 spot 

 India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international 

journalism not-for profit body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), however, it continues to be counted 

among the countries classified ―bad‖ for journalism and is termed as one of the most dangerous countries 

for journalists trying to do their jobs properly. 

 The latest index released ranks 180 countries, topped, yet again, by Norway followed by Finland and 

Denmark, while Eritrea is at the bottom. China is ranked 177, and is only above North Korea at 179 and 

Turkmenistan at 178. India is ranked 142, same as last year, after it had consistently slid down from 133 in 

2016. In the South Asian neighbourhood, Nepal is at 106, Sri Lanka at 127, Myanmar (before the coup) at 140, 
Pakistan at 145 and Bangladesh at 152. 

Reporters Without Borders (RSF) is an international non-profit and non-governmental organization with the 
stated aim of safeguarding the right to freedom of information. It describes its advocacy as founded on the belief 

that everyone requires access to the news and information, in line with Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights that recognizes the right to receive and share information regardless of frontiers, along with other 

international rights charters. RSF has consultative status at the United Nations, UNESCO, the Council of Europe, 

and the International Organisation of the Francophonie. It is based in Paris. 
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Punjab is all set to become ‗Har Ghar Jal‘ State by 2022 

 Punjab State reiterated the commitment of the State to achieve the ‗Har Ghar Jal‘ target by 2022 as 
planned. Punjab has 34.73 lakh rural household, out of which 25.88 lakh (74.5%) have tap water supply. 

 In 2021-22, the State plans to provide 8.87 lakh tap connections, thereby providing tap connection to every rural 
household. So far, 4-districts, 29 blocks, 5,715 panchayats and 6,003 villages in Punjab have been declared 

‗Har Ghar Jal‘, which means every rural household has access to water through the tap. 

 To ensure transparency and accountability, Punjab has set up a well-equipped digital 24×7 call centre with 

Interactive Voice Responsive System. This analog grievance redressal system was upgraded in December 2020. 

Last year, the redressal rate was 97.76%. 

Jal Jeevan Mission, a central government initiative under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, aims to ensure access of 

piped water for every household in India. The mission‘s goal is to provide to all households in rural India safe 
and adequate water through individual household tap connections by 2024. The Har Ghar Nal Se Jal 

programme was announced by Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in her Budget 2019-20 speech. This 

programme forms a crucial part of the Jal Jeevan Mission. The programme aims to implement source 
sustainability measures as mandatory elements, such as recharge and reuse through grey water management, water 

conservation, and rain water harvesting. Goa has earned itself the unique distinction of becoming first ‗Har Ghar 

Jal‘ State in the country as it successfully provides 100% Functional Household Tap Connections (FHTCs) in the 
rural areas covering 2.30 lakh rural households. 

PM Narendra Modi addressed Leaders‘ Summit on Climate 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated and made his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. 
Mr. Modi along with 40 global leaders participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US 

President Joe Biden. The summit was held virtually and the theme on which the global leaders will be speaking 
is ―Our Collective Sprint to 2030‖. 

 The Leaders‘ Summit on Climate is being considered as one of the key events on climate before the UN 

Climate Change Conference of the Parties, COP26, which is scheduled to be held in Glasgow later this year. 

 US president Joe Biden proved his will towards the issue of climate change on the very first day he took office as 

the President. He brought back United States of America to the Paris Agreement, the most significant treaty 

on Climate Change. 

 US President‘s call to organize leaders‘ summit is an effort to galvanize efforts by the major economies to 

tackle the climate crisis and to catalyze efforts that keep the goal of 1.5-degree change in global 
temperature intact. 

 The Leaders exchanged views on climate change, enhancing climate actions, mobilizing finance towards climate 

mitigation and adaptation including nature based solutions, climate security as well as technological innovations 
for clean energy. India is the only country which has overachieved its targets as per the Paris Agreement 

and continues its commitment to switch to renewable energy resources. 

PM Modi, Joe Biden launched India-US clean energy initiative 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the India-US Clean Energy Agenda 

2030 Partnership at the Leaders Summit on Climate hosted by the US. 

 Addressing a US-hosted virtual summit on climate, attended by 40 global leaders, including US President Joe 

Biden and China‘s Xi Jinping, Modi asserted that India has taken ―many bold steps‖ on clean energy, energy 
efficiency, and bio-diversity despite its development challenges and that the country‘s per capita carbon 

footprint is 60 per cent lower than the global average. 

 ―We in India are doing our part. Our ambitious renewable energy target of 450 gigahertz by 2030 shows our 

commitment. Despite our development challenges, we have taken many bold steps on clean energy, energy 

efficiency, deforestation, and biodiversity. That is why we are among the few countries whose NDCs are 2 

degrees Celsius compatible.‖ 
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 Both the United States and India have set ambitious 2030 targets for climate action and clean energy. In its new 

nationally determined contribution, the US has set an economy-wide target of reducing its net greenhouse gas 

emissions by 50-52 percent below 2005 levels in 2030. 

 Nationally Defined Contributions (NDCs) are each country‘s goals towards achieving the Paris Agreement 

target of limiting rising temperatures to less than 2 degrees Celsius. The Prime Minister also emphasised 
India‘s encouragement of global initiatives such as the International Solar Alliance and the Coalition for Disaster 

Resilience Infrastructure. 

India ranks third, behind the U.S. and China, although its per capita CO2 emissions are less than 60% of the 
global average, as Prime Minister Narendra Modi pointed out. There is little confidence in a pandemic-stricken world, 
however, that future growth pathways will be aligned away from fossil fuels. There are many aspects to the bilateral 

pact that could be transformative for energy-intensive sectors in India, starting with renewable power expansion 

to 450 GW. With open source technologies, India could incorporate innovative materials and processes to decarbonise 

industry, transport and buildings, the biggest emitters, apart from power. For the India-U.S. agreement to yield results, 
Mr. Biden would have to persuade industry and research institutions at home to share knowledge and subsidise transfer 

of technologies. British Prime Minister Boris Johnson, who announced enhanced ambition at the summit for 

Britain to cut carbon emissions by 78% by 2035 over 1990 levels, advanced the agenda by calling for climate 

funding by rich nations to exceed the decade-old goal of $100 billion. 

PM Modi welcomes US President Joe Biden for joining LeadIT climate initiative 

 The US has joined the India-Sweden climate initiative, the Leadership Group for Industry Transition, 

LeadIT. Prime Minister Narendra Modi welcomed US President Joe Biden for joining LeadIT. It will help us 

meet Paris Agreement goals, strengthen competitiveness and create new sustainable jobs. 

 In his address to a virtual summit on climate change, US President Joe Biden said he is looking forward to 

working with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in a new partnership to achieve climate and energy goals, 

making this a core pillar of bilateral cooperation. 

 India and the United States also announced a ‗US-India Climate and Clean Energy Agenda 2030 

Partnership‘ to create stronger bilateral cooperation on actions in the current decade to meet the goals of the 

Paris Agreement. 

Amidst oxygen crisis, India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank to come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur 

 As the acute shortage of oxygen continues across India, a philanthropist has come up with an idea to mitigate 

the current crisis of the COVID-19 patients in Rajasthan. Just like a blood bank model, the breathing bank 

will provide portable oxygen machines to COVID-19 patients on a rental basis. 

 India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur. The idea of Nirmal Gehlot is 

being supported by many social workers. People have donated funds to purchase 95 machines so far. However, 

Gehlot‘s aim is to procure 500 machines. 

 The Government of India has also sanctioned the installation of 162 Pressure Swing Adsorption (PSA) 

oxygen plants in public health facilities across states. The plants will augment medical oxygen capacity by 
154.19 metric tonnes, according to the health ministry. ―Out of 162 PSA plants sanctioned by the union 

government, 33 have already been installed - five in Madhya Pradesh, four in Himachal Pradesh, three each in 

Chandigarh, Gujarat, and Uttarakhand, two each in Bihar, Karnataka, and Telangana; and one each in Andhra 

Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Haryana, Kerala, Maharashtra, Puducherry, Punjab, and Uttar Pradesh,‖ the health 
ministry added. Officially, India‘s daily oxygen production capacity is 7,127 MT. 

An oxygen concentrator is a medical device that concentrates oxygen from ambient air. Atmospheric air has 
about 78 per cent nitrogen and 21 per cent oxygen, with other gases making up the remaining 1 per cent. The 

oxygen concentrator takes in this air, filters it through a sieve, releases the nitrogen back into the air, and works on the 
remaining oxygen. Hypoxia is a condition in which the body or a region of the body is deprived of adequate 

oxygen supply at the tissue level. Hypoxia may be classified as either generalized, affecting the whole body, or local, 

affecting a region of the body. 
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COVID-19: Centre to provide 5 kg free food grains to 80 crore people in May, June 

 The Centre will provide 5 kg of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan 

Anna Yojana (PM-GKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 

cases. 

 ―In line with Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s commitment to the poor, the Government of India has decided to 

allocate free-of-cost food grains @5 kg per person per month to nearly 80 crore beneficiaries covered under 

National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) over and above NFSA food grains for next two months i.e. May 
and June 2021 on the same pattern as the earlier Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PM-

GKAY)‖. 

 While announcing the scheme, the prime minister stressed that it is important for the poor to get nutritional 

support at a time when the country is facing the second wave of the pandemic. 

 ―Under this special scheme, around 80 crore NFSA beneficiaries -- covered under both categories of NFSA; 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana and Priority Householders -- will be provided with an additional quota of free-of-

cost food grains (rice/wheat) at a scale of 5 kg per person per month, over and above their regular monthly 

entitlements under NFSA,‖ it added. 

Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY; Prime Minister‘s Food Security Scheme for the Poor) 
is a food security welfare scheme announced by the Government of India in March 2020, during the COVID-19 

pandemic in India. The program is operated by the Department of Food and Public Distribution under the 

Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution. The scheme aims to feed the poorest citizens of 

India by providing grain through the Public Distribution System, to all the priority households (ration card 

holders and those identified by the Antyodaya Anna Yojana scheme). PMGKAY provides 5 kg of rice or wheat 

(according to regional dietary preferences) per person and 1 kg of dal to each family holding a ration card. The 

scale of this welfare scheme makes it the largest food security program in the world. 

Jal Jeevan Mission: Rajasthan plans to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March 2022 

 Rajasthan has planned to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan 
Mission. The state has more than one crore rural households, out of which over 19 per cent are getting tap water 

supply. In 2020-21, about six lakh 77 thousand new tap connections were provided in the rural areas. Jal Shakti 

Ministry said that Rajasthan government presented their Jal Jeevan Mission Annual Action Plan through 
video conference. 

 The Ministry said, in the current financial year, Rajasthan is likely to get five thousand 500 Crore rupees as 

Central fund. Jal Jeevan Mission is a flagship programme of the central government, which aims to provide 

piped tap water in every rural household by 2024. 

HM Amit Shah inaugurates oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in Gandhinagar 

 Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in 

Gandhinagar. PM CARES fund has approved 100s of plants for oxygen production across India. Out of 

these, Gujarat will get 11 plants which will be operational soon. 

 Oxygen plant inaugurated by Union Home Minister Amit Shah will provide oxygen to the Covid patients 

admitted in Kolavada Ayurvedic Hospital.. This Pressure Swing Adsorption - PSA Oxygen plant will 

continuously generate the oxygen from the normal air. 

Gujarat is a state on the western coast of India with a longest coastline of India 1,600 km (990 mi). Its capital 

city is Gandhinagar, while its largest city is Ahmedabad. Gujarat International Finance Tec-City is a business 

district promoted by the Government of Gujarat through a joint venture company. GIFT City is India‘s first 

operational smart city in the Ahmedabad and international financial services centre. Acharya Devvrat is 

Governor of Gujarat and Vijay Rupani is the current Chief Minister of Gujarat. Gujarat has become the first 

state to implement newly-introduced 10 per cent reservations in government jobs and higher education for the 

economically weaker sections in the general category and followed by Jharkhand and Uttar Pradesh. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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International 

 

China, U.S. agree to tackle climate crisis with urgency 

 The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters China and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with 

urgency. Both countries have expressed their commitment to working together and with other countries to 

tackle climate change. The decision came after several meetings held last week between Chinese climate envoy 

Xie Zhenhua and his US counterpart John Kerry in Shanghai. 

 A joint statement by the countries said that they have agreed on further specific actions to reduce emissions. It 

said that the United States and China are committed to cooperating with each other and with other countries to 

tackle the climate crisis, which must be addressed with the seriousness and urgency that it demands. The 
statement said that both nations will continue to discuss concrete actions to reduce emissions aimed at 

keeping the Paris Agreement-aligned temperature limit within reach. 

In 2015, ahead of the UN significant climate conference in Paris, India announced three major voluntary 

commitments called the Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC): 1.Improving the emissions intensity of its 

GDP by 33–35% by 2030 over 2005 levels. 2. Increasing the share of non-fossil fuels-based electricity to 40% by 

2030. 3. Enhancing its forest cover, thereby absorbing 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide. The Paris 

Agreement is an agreement within the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), 
dealing with greenhouse-gas-emissions mitigation, adaptation, and finance, was adopted by 196 parties at the 21

st
 

Conference of Parties in Paris, on December 12, 2015, and was enforced on November 4, 2016. On June 1, 2017, 

United States President Donald Trump announced that the U.S. would cease all participation in the 2015 Paris 

Agreement on climate change mitigation and withdrawal took effect on November 4, 2020, one day after the 2020 
U.S. presidential election. 

Myanmar junta leader set to join ASEAN summit 

 Junta leader General Min Aung Hlaing is set to join Southeast Asian leaders at a special summit in Jakarta 
in April 2021, the Thai foreign ministry said, in what will be the coup leader‘s first official trip since the 

military deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

 Since the February 1 coup, Myanmar has been in turmoil -- with hundreds of thousands of protesters taking 

to the streets to demand a return to democracy. The junta has sought to quell the anti-coup movement with 
lethal force, killing more than 720 people and detaining some 3,100 activists, journalists and dissidents, according 

to a local monitoring group. The international community has largely condemned the junta for its use of force 

against unarmed civilians -- deploying targeted sanctions against top military brass, their families and 
army-linked businesses. 

ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) is an economic union comprising 10 member states in 

Southeast Asia, which promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, security, 

military, educational, and sociocultural integration among its members and other countries in Asia. ASEAN was 

established with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by its founding fathers in 1967. 

The founding fathers of ASEAN are: Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand. The motto of 

ASEAN is ―One Vision, One Identity, One Community‖. The 8
th

 August is observed as ASEAN Day. ASEAN 

Secretariat is located in Jakarta, Indonesia. The ASEAN ten members are: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 

Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Vietnam. 
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Aung San Suu Kyi is a Myanmar politician, diplomat, author, and Nobel Peace Prize laureate (1991). She is the 
leader of the National League for Democracy and the first and served as State Counsellor of 

Myanmar (equivalent to a prime minister) and Minister of Foreign Affairs from 2016 to 2021. She is also the first 

woman to serve as Minister for Foreign Affairs. Myanmar‘s capital city is Naypyidaw and kyat is the currency 
of Myanmar. Sittwe Port is a deep-water port constructed by India in 2016 at Sittwe, the capital of Rakhine 

State in Myanmar, on the Bay of Bengal. Situated at the mouth of the Kaladan River, the USD 120 Million port is 

being financed by India as a part of the Kaladan Multi-Modal Transit Transport Project, collaboration between 
India and Myanmar. Min Aung Hlaing is a Burmese army general who has been serving as Chairman of the State 

Administration Council of Myanmar since February 2021, a position which makes him the country‘s de 

facto leader. 

Israel aims to reduce 80% greenhouse gas emissions by 2050 

 The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 

per cent of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 

 The plan also aims to shut down all coal-fired power plants by 2025, reduce greenhouse gas emissions in the 
electricity sector by 75 to 85 per cent by 2050, increase electricity generation from renewable energy (mainly 

from solar energy), and improve the energy consumption per unit of produce by 1.3 per cent every year, Xinhua 

news agency quoted the Ministry as saying. 

 To achieve the goals, the program includes the development of innovative technologies, improvements in 

the power grid, changes in energy use by households, transition to electric vehicles, and more, it said. 

Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy 

to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. Knesset 

is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Benjamin Netanyahu 

is serving as the 9
th

 and current Prime Minister of Israel since 2009. Reuven Rivlin is serving as the 10
th

 and 

current President of Israel since 2014. 

Greens name Annalena Baerbock as candidate to succeed Merkel 

 Germany‘s Green party named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela 
Merkel, throwing down the gauntlet to the chancellor‘s conservatives who were locked in increasingly vicious 

infighting for her crown. 

 ―Both of us want the job, but in the end, only one can do it. So, this is the moment to say that the Greens‘ first 

chancellor candidate will be Annalena Baerbock,‖ said the party‘s joint co-chairman Robert Habeck. 

 Ms Baerbock is the first chancellor candidate ever nominated by the Greens. Yet with the party polling in 
second place behind Mrs Merkel‘s divided conservatives, the Greens now have a genuine chance of becoming the 

biggest party and taking the chancellery. 

Germany is a country in Central Europe. It is the second-most populous country in Europe after Russia, and the 
most populous member state of the European Union. The nation‘s capital and largest city is Berlin, and its financial 

centre is Frankfurt; the largest urban area is the Ruhr. Frank-Walter Steinmeier is serving as the President of 

Germany since 19 March 2017. Euro is the official currency of it. 

Cuba gets new leader as last Castro officially retires 

 Cuba marked the end of an era with the official transfer of power from the Castro clan, in charge for six 
decades, to the communist country‘s first civilian leader, Miguel Diaz-Canel. The transition, while hugely 

symbolic, is unlikely to result in dramatic policy shifts in the one-party system that Diaz-Canel has vowed to 

safeguard. 

 ―The most revolutionary thing within the Revolution is to always defend the party, in the same way that the 

party should be the greatest defender of the Revolution,‖ he said. 
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 From retirement, Castro would give ―direction and alert to any error or deficiency, ready to confront imperialism 

as he first did with his rifle,‖ said the new leader. Already Cuba‘s president since 2018, Diaz-Canel has now 

also taken the most senior position of first secretary of the Communist Party of Cuba (PCC).  

 The pre-determined power change at a four-day PCC congress in Havana, marks a watershed for the country of 

11.2 million people, many of whom have not known a leader who was not a Castro. 

 Fidel Castro, still revered as the country‘s father and savior, led the country from 1959 to 2006, when he 

fell ill and his brother took over. 

Cuba is located in the northern Caribbean where the Caribbean Sea, Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic 

Ocean meet. Havana is the largest city and capital. In Cuba, until 1 January 2021, there were two currencies, 

both called peso. One is the ―Cuban peso‖ (CUP) and the other is the Cuban convertible peso. On 10 December 

2020, it was announced that CUCs will start to be withdrawn from circulation from 1 January 2021, leaving the 

CUP as the only currency in circulation, pegged at US$1 = 24 CUP. 

UK adds India to Covid travel ‗red list‘ as PM Johnson cancels trip 

 Britain imposed its strictest travel curbs on India after an explosion of coronavirus cases there, hours after 
Prime Minister Boris Johnson called off a trip to New Delhi. 

 Health Secretary Matt Hancock confirmed the move in the House of Commons as he revealed that 103 cases of 

the so-called Indian variant had been identified in the UK, of which the ―vast majority have links to 

international travel‖. 

 Hancock said India was being added to Britain‘s ―red list‖ of countries, banning all arrivals from India 

except for UK or Irish nationals, who must pay to stay in a government-approved quarantine hotel for 10 days 

on their return. 

 The long-planned trip would have been Johnson‘s first foreign visit since the start of the coronavirus 

pandemic more than a year ago. It was originally scheduled for January but was postponed when infections 

soared in Britain. 

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, commonly known as the United Kingdom (UK or 
U.K.), or Britain, is a sovereign country in north-western Europe, off the north–western coast of the European 
mainland. The United Kingdom includes the island of Great Britain, the north-¬eastern part of the island of Ireland, 

and many smaller islands within the British Isles. The United Kingdom‘s capital is London. Boris Johnson has been 

Prime Minister of the United Kingdom and Leader of the Conservative Party since July 2019. Elizabeth II 
(Elizabeth Alexandra Mary) is Queen of the United Kingdom and 15 other Commonwealth realms. Pound 

sterling is the official currency of the United Kingdom. 

Human rights group urges UN to probe China for crimes against humanity 

 A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations China‘s government is 

committing crimes against humanity in the Xinjiang region. Human Rights Watch cited reports of the mass 

detention of Muslims, a crackdown on religious practices and other measures against minorities in the 

northwestern region. It said they amount to crimes against humanity as defined by the treaty that established the 

International Criminal Court. 

 China is not a member of the court and could use its veto power as a permanent U.N. Security Council 

member to block action against Chinese officials, Human Rights Watch said in a report. However, the New 

York-based group said the U.N. Human Rights Commission should create a body to investigate the charges, 

identify those responsible and provide a road map to hold them accountable. 

 The Human Rights Watch report called on the European Commission to hold off on submitting a 

proposed EU-China investment treaty to the European Parliament for approval until the forced labor 
allegations are investigated, abuses addressed, victims compensated and progress made toward holding those 

responsible accountable. Then-U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo declared in the final days of the Trump 

administration that China was committing genocide in Xinjiang. His successor under President Joe Biden, 

Antony Blinken, has retained that designation. 
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The United Nations Commission on Human Rights (UNCHR) was a functional commission within the overall 

framework of the United Nations from 1946 until it was replaced by the United Nations Human Rights Council 

in 2006. It was a subsidiary body of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC), and was also assisted in its 

work by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (UNOHCHR). It was the UN‘s 

principal mechanism and international forum concerned with the promotion and protection of human rights. 

Italy launches first ever mega food park in India 

 Italy has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana district of 
Gujarat. The project aims to create synergy between agriculture and industry of the two countries and focuses on 

the research and development of new and more efficient technologies in the sector. 

 With this Italy also aims to explore the great opportunities offered by the Indian market. This is the first 

Italian-Indian food park project, an initiative in the food-processing field, which serves as a pillar of the 
partnership between India and Italy. 

Italy is located in Southern Europe and is also considered part of Western Europe. A unitary parliamentary 

republic with Rome as its capital. Sergio Mattarella is serving as the current President of the Italian Republic, 

since February 2015. Euro is the official currency of it. 

EU Council approves conclusions on Indo-Pacific strategy 

 The Council of the European Union has approved conclusions on a European Union strategy for 

cooperation in the Indo-Pacific to ―reinforce its strategic focus, presence and actions‖ with the aim to 

contribute to ―regional stability, security, prosperity and sustainable development,‖ at a time of ―rising challenges 
and tensions in the region.‖ 

 Current dynamics in the Indo-Pacific have given rise to intense geopolitical competition adding to 

increasing tensions on trade and supply chains as well as in technological, political and security areas. Human 
rights are also being challenged. These developments increasingly threaten the stability and security of the 

region and beyond, directly impacting on the EU‘s interests. 

 The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China‘s growing influence in the 
Indian Ocean region. It signifies the interconnectedness of the Indian and Pacific Oceans, the importance of the 

oceans to security and commerce. 

 The Indo-Pacific, as described in the National security strategy, represents the most populous and 
economically dynamic part of the world and stretches from the west coast of India to the western shores of the 

United States. 

 India has always been a country with great national ambitions and is one of the most important advocates of 

the concept of ―Indo-Pacific Strategy‖. With opening of economy, India has been connecting with its Indian 

Ocean neighbours and major maritime powers of the world. 

 The Indian Ocean is the third-largest of the world‘s oceanic divisions, covering 70,560,000 km2 or 19.8% of 
the water on Earth‘s surface. Pacific Ocean is largest ocean and deepest of Earth‘s oceanic divisions in the 

world. It covers about 46% of Earth‘s water surface and about 32% of its total surface area. 

The European Union (EU) is a political and economic union of 27 member states that are located primarily in 

Europe. EU policies aim to ensure the free movement of people, goods, services and capital within the internal 

market. Passport controls have been abolished for travel within the Schengen Area. A monetary union was 

established in 1999, coming into full force in 2002, and is composed of 19 EU member states which use the euro 

currency. The United Kingdom became the first member state to leave the EU on 31 January 2020. The EU 
traces its origins to the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) and the European Economic Community 

(EEC), established, respectively, by the 1951 Treaty of Paris and 1957 Treaty of Rome. The latest major 

amendment to the constitutional basis of the EU, the Treaty of Lisbon, came into force in 2009. It is 
headquartered in Brussels, Belgium. Ursula Gertrud von der Leyen is a German politician and physician who has 

been the president of the European Commission since 1 December 2019. Charles Michel is a Belgian politician 

serving as President of the European Council since 2019. 
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New Zealand Makes World‘s first Climate Change Law for Financial Firms 

 New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and 

investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change 

James Shaw said. 

 All banks with total assets of more than NZ$1 billion ($703 million), insurers with more than NZ$1 billion in 

total assets under management, and all equity and debt issuers listed on the country‘s stock exchange will have 

to make disclosures. 

 ―We simply cannot get to net-zero carbon emissions by 2050 unless the financial sector knows what impact 

their investments are having on the climate,‖ Shaw said in a statement. 

 Around 200 of the country‘s biggest companies and several foreign firms that meet the NZ$1 billion threshold 

will come under the legislation. Disclosures will be required for financial years beginning next year once the law 

is passed, meaning that the first reports will be made by companies in 2023. 

New Zealand is an island country in the southwestern Pacific Ocean. Wellington is the capital city. Jacinda 

Ardern is the current New Zealand Prime Minister. The New Zealand dollar is the official currency and legal 

tender of New Zealand 

India and Germany sign agreement on ‗Cities combating plastic entering the marine 

environment 

 India and Germany have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic 

Entering the Marine Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony. 

 This project is envisaged under the contours of the Joint Declaration of Intent regarding cooperation in the 

field of ‗Prevention of Marine Litter‘ signed between Republic of India and Federal Republic of Germany 
in 2019. 

 The project, aimed at enhancing practices to prevent plastic entering the marine environment, will be 
undertaken at the national level (at MoHUA), select states and UTs (Uttar Pradesh, Kerala and Andaman & 

Nicobar Islands) and in the cities of Kanpur, Kochi and Port Blair for a period of three and a half years. 

 The project‘s outcomes are completely in line with the objectives of Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban 
focusing on sustainable solid waste management. It is estimated that 15-20% of all plastics are entering 

oceans via riverine ecosystems of which 90% are contributed by 10 of the world‘s most polluting rivers. 

Two of these river systems are located in India, namely Ganga and Brahmaputra. 

Swachh Bharat Mission Urban 2.0 would be implemented over five years — from 2021 to 2026. Focus: Following 
are focus areas of Mission: Faecal sludge management and waste water treatment, Source segregation of 

garbage, Reduction in single-use plastic, Reduction in air pollution by effectively managing waste from 

construction and demolition activities and Bioremediation of all legacy dump sites. 

The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) released its 2021 annual 

report. 

 The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, 
has released its 2021 annual report. The report designated 14 countries as ―countries of particular concern 

(CPCs)‖ as ―their governments are engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of 
religious freedom.‖ This includes India. 

 Observations made about religious freedom in India by USCIRF: This year, USCIRF said that religious 

freedom conditions in India ―continued their negative trajectory‖. 

 The government promoted Hindu nationalist policies resulting in systematic, ongoing, and egregious 

violations of religious freedom. 

 It particularly noted the passage of the ―religiously discriminatory‖ Citizenship Amendment Act. The report 

indicated that there was seeming police complicity in the Delhi riots. 
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 Further, the report alleged that ―government action including the acquittal of all individuals accused of 

demolishing the Babri Masjid mosque—as well as government inaction to address religious violence 
contributed to a culture of impunity for those promulgating hate and violence toward religious minorities. 

Philippines‘ South China Sea task force deploys more ships and aircraft to protect maritime 

territory and resources 

 Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force 
has said that they are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the 

nation‘s 200-mile Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

 The statement added that the Philippines‘ President Rodrigo Duterte has ordered authorities to continue 

sovereignty patrols, and intensify operations against illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing in its territorial 

waters. 

 The Philippines has filed several diplomatic protests over Chinese activities in the South China Sea, with the 
latest accusing its neighbour of illegal fishing and massing more than 240 boats within its EEZ. 

An exclusive economic zone (EEZ), as prescribed by the 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
is an area of the sea in which a sovereign state has special rights regarding the exploration and use of marine 

resources, including energy production from water and wind. It stretches from the baseline out to 200 nautical 

miles (nmi) from the coast of the state in question. It is also referred to as a maritime continental margin and, in 

colloquial usage, may include the continental shelf. The term does not include either the territorial sea or the 

continental shelf beyond the 200 nautical mile limit. The difference between the territorial sea and the exclusive 

economic zone is that the first confers full sovereignty over the waters, whereas the second is merely a ―sovereign 

right‖ which refers to the coastal state‘s rights below the surface of the sea. 

Henley Passport Index 2021 released 

 Amid the rising COVID-19 cases and subsequent restrictions on travel overseas, when many countries are 
banning individuals from worst-hit nations, the Henley Passport Index on April 17 released its list of the 

most powerful passports. 

 India stands at number 84 on the list, as the Indian citizens can visit Visa-Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 58 

places. Japan, Singapore and Germany, South Korea stand in Top 3 respectively. 

 The Henley Passport Index releases list which measures the world‘s most travel-friendly passports. The index 

ranks the countries based on how strong their passport is. 

Saudi Arabia to join ‗Net Zero Producers Forum‘ on climate change 

 Saudi Arabia will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero Producers 

Forum‘ for oil and gas producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris 

Agreement on climate change. 

 Saudi Arabia, the world‘s biggest crude exporter, will be part of the new platform, which will discuss ways to 
achieve net zero carbon emission targets to limit global warming. In the past, Saudi Arabia‘s Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman has said the kingdom aims to reduce its carbon emissions by generating 50% of the 

country‘s energy from renewables by 2030. 

 US President Joe Biden unveiled plans to cut emissions by 50%-52% from 2005 levels at the start of a two-

day climate summit kicked off on Earth Day and attended virtually by leaders of 40 countries. 

Saudi Arabia is a sovereign Arab state in Western Asia. Saudi Arabia is the largest country in the Middle East. 
Riyadh is the capital and most populous city of Saudi Arabia. Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has been King of 

Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, and Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques since 23 January 2015. 

Mohammad bin Salman is the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, also serving as First Deputy Prime Minister, 

President of the Council for Economic and Development Affairs and Minister of Defense—the world‘s youngest 

office holder at the time. Saudi riyal is the currency of Saudi Arabia. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 

 

India ranks 49
th

 in Inclusive Internet Index 2021 

 The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet 

Index 2021. India has been ranked at 49
th

 spot globally. It shares its rank with Thailand. 

 This index measures the extent to which the internet is available and affordable by region, and highlights 

additional insight into how people around the world are using the web. 

 Top 5 Countries: Sweden, United States, Spain, Australia and Hong Kong. The ‗Inclusive Internet Index‘ 
surveyed 120 countries, representing 98 per cent of global GDP and 96 per cent of the global population. 

 The overall Index score is based on four parameters, which are: Availability, Affordability, Relevance and 

Readiness categories. The Inclusive Internet Index is commissioned by Facebook and developed by The 

Economist Intelligence Unit. 

Facebook is an American technology conglomerate based in Menlo Park, California. It was founded by Mark 

Zuckerberg, along with his fellow roommates and students at Harvard College, who were Eduardo Saverin, 

Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, originally as TheFacebook.com—today‘s Facebook, a 
popular global social networking service. It is one of the world‘s most valuable companies. It is considered one of 

the Big Five companies in U.S. information technology, with Google, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. Facebook 

offers other products and services beyond its social networking platform, including Facebook Messenger, Facebook 

Watch, and Facebook Portal. It also has acquired Instagram, WhatsApp, Oculus, Giphy and Mapillary, and has 

a 9.9% stake in Jio Platforms. 

Amazon launches $250-million Venture Fund for Digitizing SMEs in India 

 The e-commerce giant Amazon has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon 

Smbhav Venture Fund‖, to invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs. The 
launch of the Amazon Smbhav Venture Fund aims to attract the best ideas and empower entrepreneurs in the 

country to partner in this vision. 

 As a part of its first investment through the ‗Smbhav‘ fund, Amazon invested in Gurugram-based M1xchange 

which connects SMEs with banks and financiers. 

Amazon.com, Inc. is an American multinational technology company based in Seattle, Washington, which 
focuses on e-commerce, cloud computing, digital streaming, and artificial intelligence. It is one of the Big Five 

companies in the U.S. information technology industry, along with Google, Apple, Microsoft, and Facebook. 
Amazon was founded by Jeff Bezos in Bellevue, Washington, on July 5, 1994. It started as an online 

marketplace for books but expanded to sell electronics, software, video games, apparel, furniture, food, toys, 

and jewelry. 

RBI sets up committee to review ARC rules 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction 
companies (ARCs) in stressed debt resolution and review their business model. 
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 The panel has to submit its report within three months after its first meeting. Headed by former RBI executive 

director Sudarshan Sen, the six-member panel comprises Vishakha Mulye, executive director, ICICI Bank, P 
N Prasad, former deputy managing director of State Bank of India, Rohit Prasad, professor of economics, 

Management Development Institute, Gurugram, Abizer Diwanji, partner, Ernst and Young, and chartered 

accountant R Anand. 

 The committee will review the existing legal and regulatory framework and recommend measures to 

improve the efficacy of ARCs. It will also review their role in stressed asset resolution under the Insolvency and 

Bankruptcy Code (IBC), and suggest means to improve liquidity and trading of security receipts. 

Asset Reconstruction Company (ARC) is a specialized financial institution that buys the Non-Performing Assets 

(NPAs) from banks and financial institutions so that they can clean up their balance sheets. This helps banks to 

concentrate in normal banking activities. Banks rather than going after the defaulters by wasting their time and 

effort, can sell the bad assets to the ARCs at a mutually agreed value. 

The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) launched 

 The Startup India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS) has been launched. The Fund aims to provide financial 

assistance to startups for proof of concept, prototype development, product trials, market entry, and 

commercialization. 

 945 Crore corpus will be divided over the next 4 years for providing seed funding to eligible startups 

through eligible incubators across India. The scheme is expected to support an estimated 3,600 startups 

through 300 incubators. Nodal Department is Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade. 

 The SISFS will Secure seed funding, Inspire innovation, Support transformative ideas, Facilitate 

implementation, and Start startup revolution. The Scheme will create a robust startup ecosystem, particularly in 

Tier 2 and Tier 3 towns of India, which are often deprived of adequate funding. 

Startup India is an initiative of the Government of India. The campaign was first announced by Indian Prime 

Minister, Narendra Modi during his speech in 15 August 2015. The action plan of this initiative is focussing on 

three areas: 1. Simplification and Handholding. 2. Funding Support and Incentives. 3. Industry-Academia 

Partnership and Incubation. An additional area relating to this initiative is to discard restrictive States 

Government policies within this domain, such as License Raj, Land Permissions, Foreign Investment Proposals, 
and Environmental Clearances. It was organized by The Department for promotion of industry and internal 

trade (DPI&IT). 

India‘s export of Agricultural and allied commodities shows an impressive increase of 18.49 per 

cent during 2020-2021 

 India has witnessed an impressive increase of almost 18.5 per cent in export of Agricultural and allied 

products during April 2020 to February 2021 as compared to the same period, the previous year. 

 The country had witnessed tremendous growth of 727 per cent in Wheat export and 132 per cent in Non-

Basmati Rice export, despite the prevalence of COVID-19 pandemic. The imports of Agricultural and allied 

commodities during this period witnessed a slight increase of 2.93 per cent. During this period, despite COVID-

19, the balance of trade in agriculture has favorably increased. The commodities which posted significant 

positive growth in exports were wheat,Other Cereals,Rice (other than Basmati), Soya meal, Spices, Sugar, 

Raw Cotton, Fresh Vegetable, Processed Vegetables, and Alcoholic Beverages etc. 

The agriculture contribution in India‘s GDP in 2019 is 15.96 percent. According to latest report, agriculture is 

primary source of livelihood for 58% population in India. The Primary sector of the economy includes any 
industry involved in the extraction and production of raw materials, such as farming, logging, hunting, fishing, 

and mining. India is a global agricultural powerhouse. It is the world‘s largest producer of milk, pulses, and spices, 

and has the world‘s largest cattle herd (buffaloes), as well as the largest area under wheat, rice and cotton. It is 

the second largest producer of rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, farmed fish, sheep & goat meat, fruit, vegetables 

and tea. Narendra Singh Tomar is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare and Minister of Rural 

Development in the Second Modi ministry. He is a member of the 17
th

 Lok Sabha from Morena, Madhya Pradesh. 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 18 

 

Indian pharma exports grow at 18% to 24.44 billion dollars in FY 21 

 India‘s pharma exports jumped over 18 percent to 24.4 billion dollars during the last financial year in 
comparison to the 2020 fiscal year. According to the Pharmaceuticals Export Promotion Council of India data, 

North America was the largest exporting region for Indian pharmaceuticals companies with more than 34 

percent exports to the region. 

 Country-wise, exports to Canada registered the highest growth of 30 percent, followed by South Africa at 

28%. US and Mexico also recorded a healthy growth of 12.6, and 21.4 percent respectively. 

India‘s decision to selectively allow export is a step as India would be recognised as a globally responsible 

stakeholder in the fight against the pandemic and reaffirms India‘s designation of pharmacy to the world. India 

enjoys an important position in the global pharmaceuticals sector, as India is the largest provider of generic drugs 

globally. The Indian pharmaceutical industry meets over 50% of global demand for various vaccines, 40% of 
generic demand in the U.S. and 25% of all medicine in the U.K. 

LIC ties up with Paytm to handle digital payments 

 State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player Paytm to 

facilitate its digital payments. Following a tie-up with another payment gateway earlier, the country‘s largest 

life insurer has sought a new deal as the majority of its payments have moved to digital modes. 

 The new agreement requires an easy payment process, a broader range of payment options, and more players 

(wallets, banks, etc) in payment channels. LIC has witnessed an upsurge in e-payments following the COVID-19 
pandemic. The PSU insurer collects premiums worth Rs 60,000 crore via digital mode, which doesn‘t 

comprise payments made through banks. 

Life Insurance Corporation of India (abbreviated as LIC) is an Indian government owned insurance and 

investment corporation under the ownership of Ministry of Finance, Government of India. The Life insurance 

Corporation of India was established on September 1, 1956, when the Parliament of India passed the Life Insurance 
of India Act that nationalized the insurance industry in India. Over 245 insurance companies and provident societies 

were merged to create the state-owned Life Insurance Corporation of India. It is based in Mumbai. 

Care Ratings revises India‘s GDP growth forecast to 10.2% for FY22 

 With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in 
COVID-19 cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to 10.2 per cent in 2021-22 

from earlier projection of 10.7-10.9 per cent. 

 This is the third revision by the rating agency in the last one month. We have revised our forecast for GDP growth 
for FY22 as the underlying conditions have changed rapidly in the last 30 days or so. It stands now at 10.2 per 

cent, Care Ratings said in a report. 

 On March 24, 2021, the agency had projected GDP growth between 11-11.2 per cent based on GVA (gross 

value added) growth of 10.2 per cent. 

Credit rating is a numerical representation of the creditworthiness of an individual or a business. The credit 
rating is a key aspect that makes or breaks a loan application. The credit rating/score acts as an indicator stating if 

the borrower has defaulted on loan payments before and if he is worth trusting with the new loan. There are 
several credit rating agencies in India, such as CRISIL Ltd, India Ratings and Research Pvt Ltd, ICRA Limited, 

CARE, Brickwork Ratings India Pvt Ltd, SMERA Ratings Limited, and Infometrics Valuation and Rating Pvt 

Ltd. 

Fitch affirms India‘s rating at ‗BBB-‘; outlook negative due to Covid surge 

 Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) 

at ‗BBB-‘ with a negative outlook. India‘s rating balances a still strong medium-term growth outlook and 

external resilience from solid foreign reserve buffers, against high public debt, a weak financial sector, and some 

lagging structural factors, Fitch said. 
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 The negative outlook reflects lingering uncertainty around the debt trajectory, following the sharp 

deterioration in India‘s public finance metrics because of the pandemic from a previous position of limited 
fiscal headroom, it added. 

 Wider fiscal deficits, and government plans for only a gradual narrowing of the deficit, put greater onus on 

India‘s ability to return to high levels of economic growth over the medium term to stabilise and bring down 

the debt ratio. 

 India‘s gross domestic Product (GDP) is expected to grow 12.8 per cent in the financial year 2021-22 

(FY22), and will moderate to 5.8 per cent in FY23, Fitch said. 

Coal India signs first 100 MW solar power purchase agreement 

 In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner Coal India Ltd (CIL) announced it had signed a 

first-of-its-kind power purchase agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat 

Urja Vikas Nigam (GUVNL). 

 The company had won a 100 MW solar power project in March in a reverse auction conducted by GUVNL. 

The tenure of the agreement period is for 25 years. 

Tiger Global makes its first India cryptocurrency firm investment 

 CoinSwitch Kuber, an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform, has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in 
a Series B round of funding from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million. 

 This marks the New York-based Tiger Global‘s first investment in an Indian cryptocurrency company. This 

also makes CoinSwitch the highest-funded cryptocurrency player in India. It sets CoinSwitch on the growth 

trajectory of global cryptocurrency platforms like Coinbase and Binance in the Indian market. 

Ashok Leyland supplies first batch of light bullet proof vehicles for IAF 

 Ashok Leyland Ltd has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) to the 

Indian Air Force (IAF). The company has strengthened its armoured vehicle platform by delivering the first 

of its kind LBPV to the IAF. 

 ―LBPV is an adopted version of Lockheed Martin‘s (LM) CVNG (Common Vehicle Next Gen) and has been 

developed under ‗Transfer of Technology‘ from LM to Ashok Leyland. 

Aceware launches Kerala‘s first neobank 

 Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of Kerala, launched the state‘s first 

neobank, Ace Money Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank. In the first phase, startups, 

traders and business entities can open current accounts with the neobank. 

RBI approves Atanu Chakraborty as HDFC Bank‘s part-time chairman 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Atanu Chakraborty as the part-time chairman of HDFC 

Bank. The appointment is for a period of three years and follows the exit of previous chairperson, Shymala 
Gopinath in December last year. 

 Chakraborty is a 1985 batch IAS officer from the Gujarat cadre. He has a post-graduate diploma in 

business finance and an MBA from the UK. Chakraborty served as the managing director and executive 
director of Gujarat State Petronet Limited from November 6, 2014, to April 11, 2016. He served in the districts of 

Vadodara and Sabarkantha, and was collector of Amreli. 

 Chakraborty also served on the Board of World Bank as alternate Governor as well as on the Central Board 
of Directors of the Reserve Bank of India. Also, he was the Chairman of National Infrastructure Investment 

Fund (NIIF) as also on the Board of many listed companies. Chakraborty was also the CEO/MD of the 

GSPC group of companies as well as Gujarat State Fertilizers and Chemicals Ltd. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Inventions/Discoveries 

Centre bans supply of oxygen for industrial usage to meet rising demand for treatment of 

COVID-19 patients 

 Centre has prohibited the supply of Oxygen for industrial purposes by manufacturers and suppliers from 
22

nd
 of this month till further orders. Union Health Ministry said that the matter was deliberated by the 

Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) with all the stakeholders and after due 

deliberations, it was considered prudent to restrict the industrial usage of oxygen to meet the rising demand for 

medical oxygen. It said, the surplus oxygen available as a result of this temporary restriction will facilitate its 

freeing up for use as medical oxygen for treatment of COVID19 patients. 

 The Ministry said, this prohibition, however, shall not apply to the supply of oxygen for nine industries. These 

are Ampoules and Vials, Pharmaceutical, Petroleum refineries, Steel plants, Nuclear energy facilities, Oxygen 
cylinder manufacturers, Waste water treatment plants, Food and water purification and Process industries which 

require uninterrupted operation of furnaces. 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a contagious disease caused by severe acute respiratory syndrome 

coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2). The first case was identified in Wuhan, China, in December 2019. It has since 

spread worldwide, leading to an ongoing pandemic. WHO first learned of this new virus on 31 December 2019, 

following a report of a cluster of cases of ‗viral pneumonia‘ in Wuhan, People‘s Republic of China. The most 

common symptoms of COVID-19 are, Fever, Dry cough and Fatigue. The standard diagnosis method is by real-

time reverse transcription polymerase chain reaction (rRT-PCR) from a nasopharyngeal swab. In India, the first 

case was reported in Kerala. 

DRDO operationalize its dedicated Corona hospital in New Delhi 

 The dedicated Covid hospital re-established by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 
has become operational in New Delhi. The hospital has been established near Domestic Airport Terminal in 

New Delhi. It has 500 ICU beds. 

 Union Health Minister Dr Harsh Vardhan said that 250 beds are ready and it will be increased to 500 within a few 

days. In a tweet, he said, all beds are equipped with oxygen facilities and sufficient number of ventilators are 

available. 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with the 

military‘s research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was formed in 1958 by the merger 

of the Technical Development Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and Production with 

the Defence Science Organisation. Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is the current Chairman of DRDO. 

NASA‘s Mars helicopter takes flight, 1
st
 for another planet 

 NASA‘s experimental helicopter Ingenuity rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars, 
achieving the first powered flight by an aircraft on another planet. 
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 The triumph was hailed as a Wright brothers moment. The mini 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) copter even 

carried a bit of wing fabric from the Wright Flyer that made similar history at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 
1903. It was a brief hop — just 39 seconds and 10 feet (3 meters) — but accomplished all the major milestones. 

 Flight controllers at NASA‘s Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California declared success after receiving the 

data and images via the Perseverance rover. Ingenuity hitched a ride to Mars on Perseverance, clinging to the 
rover‘s belly when it touched down in an ancient river delta in February. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the 

United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace 

research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Steve Jurczyk is an American engineer who 

is currently serving as the Acting Administrator of NASA. 

NASA Awards $2.9 billion contract to SpaceX 

 The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked Elon 

Musk‘s SpaceX for its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two 

US astronauts to the moon. The total value of this contract is $2.89 billion. 

 SpaceX will develop a spacecraft ‗SpaceX Starship‘ to land next to two US astronauts, including a women 

astronaut at the lunar South Pole region, by 2024. NASA also aims to bring the first person of colour to the 

moon‘s surface as part of the Artemis programme. Between 1969 and 1972, the US brought 12 astronauts to 

the moon. 

Elon Reeve Musk is a business magnate, industrial designer, and engineer. He is the founder, CEO, CTO, and 

chief designer of SpaceX; early stage investor, CEO, and product architect of Tesla, Inc.; founder of The Boring 

Company; co-founder of Neuralink; and co-founder and initial co-chairman of OpenAI. A centibillionaire, Musk 

is one of the richest people in the world. Musk was born to a Canadian mother and South African father and 

raised in Pretoria, South Africa. In January 2021, Musk, with a net worth of $185 billion, surpassed Amazon 

founder Jeff Bezos to become the richest person in the world. Bezos reclaimed the top spot the following month. 

Triple Mutant Variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh threat 

 As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as 
a fresh threat. It is also called the ―Bengal Variant‖. The triple mutant variant has been identified in West 

Bengal, Maharashtra, Delhi and Chhattisgarh. 

 Now, the Indian Scientists say that the virus has mutated further and has three types of mutations – hence the 

name triple mutant. It is scientifically known as B.1.618. Vinod Scaria, a scientist working at the New 

Delhi-based Institute of Genomic and Integrative Biology (CSIR-IGIB), took to Twitter on April 20 to talk 

about the triple mutant, which is now being called the ‗Bengal strain‘ of the coronavirus. In his Twitter thread, 
Scaria said that the ‗sequence‘ of the mutant‘s lineage were found mainly in West Bengal. 

In simple terms, the virus has the nature to mutate or change its structure depending on the scale of 

transmission. So, the more the virus spreads, the more it will mutate. Since the discovery of the novel coronavirus 

in China‘s Wuhan, the virus has spread around the globe with unmatched ferocity. In the UK, Brazil and South 

Africa, the researchers spotted new variants of the virus, which have been named after the place of the discovery. Now 

coming back home, Indian scientists have also been researching the genome sequencing of the virus. The Indian 

researchers had discovered the Indian variant of the virus back in October 2020. Scientifically known as B.1.617 

– the Indian variant of the coronavirus has two kinds of mutations – L452R and E484Q. 

DRDO develops supplemental oxygen delivery system for treatment of Covid patients 

 Amid a massive shortage of oxygen cylinders in the country due to resurgence in coronavirus cases, the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) 

supplemental oxygen delivery system. 
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 The device can be used by soldiers posted at extreme high-altitude areas and also help Covid-19 patients. 

The system is a boon in the current pandemic as it can be used in the household for moderate/mild Covid 

patients as it provides oxygen flow therapy, it said. 

 Developed by the Defence Bio-Engineering & Electro Medical Laboratory (DEBEL) in Bengaluru, the 

system delivers supplemental based on the SpO2 levels and prevents the person from sinking into a state of 

Hypoxia, DRDO said. 

 Hypoxia is a condition in which the human body is deprived of adequate oxygen supply at the tissue level. 

This is exactly the situation that gets repeated in a Covid-19 patient due to the virus infection. In serious 
cases, oxygen is critical to treat a coronavirus-infected patient. 

Indigenous vaccine COVAXIN demonstrates 100 per cent efficacy against severe COVID-19 

disease in Phase-3 interim analysis 

 Bharat Biotech and ICMR announced interim results from Phase - 3 trials of COVAXIN. It has reported 
overall interim clinical efficacy of 78 per cent of Covaxin. It said that the efficacy of the vaccine against 

severe COVID-19 disease was 100 per cent. 

 In a statement, the company said, the second interim results showed India‘s First COVID-19 Vaccine had 

demonstrated strong primary efficacy against severe COVID-19 disease. It said, due to the recent surge in 

cases, 127 symptomatic cases were recorded, resulting in a point estimate of vaccine efficacy of 78 per cent 

against mild, moderate, and severe COVID-19 disease. 

COVAXIN, India‘s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in collaboration with the 

Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The indigenous, inactivated 

vaccine is developed and manufactured in Bharat Biotech‘s BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) high containment facility. 

The vaccine is developed using Whole-Virion Inactivated Vero Cell derived platform technology. Inactivated 

vaccines do not replicate and are therefore unlikely to revert and cause pathological effects. They contain dead virus, 
incapable of infecting people but still able to instruct the immune system to mount a defensive reaction against an 

infection. 

NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars makes oxygen from planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere 

 NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere. It is 
the second successful technology demonstration on the mission, which flew a mini-helicopter. The generation 

of oxygen was performed by a toaster-sized unit in the rover called Moxie - the Mars Oxygen In-Situ 

Resource Utilization Experiment. 

 It made 5 grams of the gas - equivalent to what an astronaut at Mars would need to breathe for roughly 10 

minutes. NASA is planning that future human missions would take scaled-up versions of Moxie with them 

to the Red Planet rather than try to carry all the oxygen needed to sustain them. 

 Mars‘ atmosphere is dominated by carbon dioxide (CO₂) at a concentration of 96 per cent. The expectation 

is that it can produce up to 10 grams of O₂ per hour. 

Health ministry advises proning at home for Covid-19 patients with breathing troubles 

 Lying face down is known as proning which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and 

oxygenation, the health ministry said. If the oxygen level drops below 94, a patient in home isolation can lie 

on their belly as the position improves ventilation, keeps the alveolar units open. 

 About four to five pillows are needed for proning — one has to be placed below the neck, while one or two can 
be placed below the chest through upper thighs and two pillows can be placed below the shins. 

 One needs to change the lying position every 30 minutes from lying on the belly to lie on each side and then 

sitting up before going back to the first position of lying face down. 

 The pharma company also adds that Virafin will be available on the prescription of a medical specialist for 

use in hospital/institutional setups. Zydus also says there is evidence to show that Virafin is reducing respiratory 

distress. 
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Covaxin, Covishield offering protection against double mutant confirmed 

 The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that Covaxin has neutralised multiple variants of 

SARS-CoV-2, including the double mutant strain called B.1.617, which has become a cause of concern due 

to its high transmissibility. 

 B.1.617 first identified in Maharashtra, has now spread to many states and several other countries. ICMR said 

Covaxin is found to work against the UK and Brazil variants. 

 The Centre for Cellular and Molecular Biology (CCMB), which is a CSIR laboratory, announced that Serum 

Institute of India‘s (SII) Covishield effectively works against the double mutant strain as well. 

 The two announcements by government research institutions come as a relief, because scientists feared that the 

double mutant or B.1.617 strain of SARS-CoV-2 virus may dodge the immune system and render vaccines 

ineffective. 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), the apex body in India for the formulation, coordination and 

promotion of biomedical research, is one of the oldest and largest medical research bodies in the world. The 
ICMR is funded by the Government of India through the Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health 

and Family Welfare. In 2007 the organization established the Clinical Trials Registry - India, which is India‘s 

national registry for clinical trials. It is based in New Delhi. 

Internationally acclaimed Indian artist to launch the world‘s first twin NFT (Physical + Digital) 

 Kanthraj N, a Bangalore based watercolour artist whose surreal paintings resonate the refreshing vibrancy of 
life is all set to auction ―My Life‘s Work,‖ a first physically linked NFT assembly of his 12 original, award-

winning paintings. 

 The contemporary artist will be using one of the world‘s most powerful NFT platforms called RubiX, 
enabling him to tokenize the physical paintings. The pieces of physical art will then be shipped to the highest 

bidder, with ownership of all 12 tokens transferred to the new owner‘s ID. 

 For the uninitiated, NFTs are irreplaceable and immutable unique digital items, such as a piece of digital 

artwork, virtual accessories to be used in video games, or even real-world items such as collector‘s cards that 

have been transferred onto a blockchain network. Unlike cryptocurrencies, which can be exchanged with one 

another, each NFT is unique and hence cannot be exchanged with another item. 

 An example of an NFT trade was when Twitter founder Jack Dorsey sold his first tweet for $2.9 Million 

(approximately INR 21,71,81,435.00) in an NFT-based transaction. The advantage of trading digital artwork 

using NFTs on a blockchain network is that it guards against frauds. 

NFTs or Non-Fungible Tokens are touted to be the digital route of acquiring collectible, similar to how Bitcoin 
was to currency. Now, the introduction of NFTs has been massive for artists as its made it far more inclusive than 

it ever was since art (in any form) is no longer restricted by medium. The onset of NFTs have also allowed artists the 

option of auctioning their work more freely as they‘re no longer dependent on art galleries and the likes, who 

generally rake in loads of money as hosting fee. Well, NFT auctions therefore have already caught on in a big way 

in the west and an Indian artist is now set to auction physical art on an NFT platform for the very first time.  

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SPORTS 

 

Sports Personalities in News 

Asian Weightlifting Championships: India‘s Mirabai Chanu creates a new Clean and Jerk world 

record in Tashkent 

 India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s 49 kg Clean and Jerk with an impressive 

119 kg lift at Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent. The 26-year-old lifted 86 kg in snatch and a 

world record of 119 kg in clean and jerk for a total of 205 kg which also won her the bronze medal at the 

event. 

 The gold medal went to Hou Zhihui of China who created a new world record in snatch and total weight 

with an effort of 213 kg while her compatriot Jiang Huihua clinched the silver, lifting 207 kg in the gold level 

Olympic qualifier. 

Ahmedabad‘s Narendra Modi Stadium will host T20 World Cup final 

 Ahmedabad‘s Narendra Modi Stadium will host the T20 World Cup final in November this year. The BCCI 
has zeroed in on eight venues in all for the October-November T20 Cup, which include Delhi, Mumbai, 

Chennai, Kolkata, Bangalore, Hyderabad and Dharamshala. 

 Moreover, the Pakistan cricket team will have no difficulty in travelling to India for the ICC T20 World 

Cup as the government is set to grant visas to the players from the neighbouring nation. It has been learnt that 

BCCI secretary Jay Shah has informed the Apex Council about government‘s decision on giving visas to the 
Pakistan players. 

India Clinches 14 medal at 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championship 

 The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021 in Almaty, 

Kazakhstan. The event was the 34
th

 edition of the Asian Wrestling Championships. India won 14 medals to 

stand in the third spot on the medal table. 

 The medals include 5 Gold, 3 Silver & 6 Bronze Medals. Iran and Kazakhstan topped the medal tally with 

17 medals each. 

Max Verstappen Wins Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021 

 Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy. 
This win is his first victory of the season. The race was the second round of the 2021 Formula One World 

Championship. 

 The seven-time Formula One champion Lewis Hamilton (Mercedes-Great Britain) finished second, 
following a crash and sustaining damage involving Mercedes team-mate Valtteri Bottas. Lando Norris 

(McLaren – Great Britain) took third place. 

Virat Kohli becomes first player to reach 6,000 runs in IPL history 

 India and Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper Virat Kohli became the first batsman to get to 6,000 

runs in the Indian Premier League (IPL) history. 
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 Kohli, who scored a half-century in a huge century partnership with Devdutt Padikkal for the opening 

wicket against Rajasthan Royals, turned one to fine leg fence to reach the landmark. 

 Just before reaching the 6000-run landmark, the right-handed batsman had reached his first half-century of 

this IPL season. Kohli is way ahead of Suresh Raina (5448) and Shikhar Dhawan (5428), who both are over 

500 runs behind the talismanic batsman. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas wins Monte Carlo 2021 Title 

 Stefanos Tsitsipas won his first ATP Masters 1000 series after a flawless performance against Andrey 

Rublev in Monte Carlo. The Greek star had lost his previous two finals at this level, with Rafael Nadal denying 

him in Toronto and Novak Djokovic beating him in Madrid. 

 Rublev beat 11-time Monte Carlo champion Nadal in the quarter-finals. Rublev knocked out Roberto 

Bautista Agut, Rafael Nadal and Dan Evans en route to the final but could not find a way past Tsitsipas. 

India to host first ever WBC India Championship on May 1 

 The first-ever World Boxing Council India Championship fight, between the country‘s top women boxers 
Chandni Mehra and Suman Kumari, was initially scheduled to take place on May 1 at the Great Khali 

Academy in Jalandhar, Punjab as part of the LZ Promotions India Unleashed-Fight Night- the country‘s 

first-ever Professional USA boxing event, sanctioned by Indian Boxing Council (IBC). However, despite 

continuous efforts, the prevailing surge in cases during the rampant second wave of COVID-19 pandemic and 

lockdown forced organisers to postpone the event. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Haridwar Kumbh Mela 2021 

 The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every 12 years at Haridwar, India. The exact date is determined 
according to Hindu astrology: the Mela is held when Jupiter is in Aquarius and the sun enters Aries. An 
Ardh Kumbh (―Half Kumbh‖) Mela is held six years after a Kumbh Mela. Currently Deepak Rawat IAS is 

the Kumbh mela officer, Haridwar. 

 The event possesses deep religious significance to Hindus as well as other spiritual seekers. Historically, it was 
an important commercial event, and was attended by merchants from as far as Arabia. The Haridwar Kumbh 

Mela is currently happening in 2021 amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Tourism and Culture Minister inaugurates first-ever online exhibition on Ramayana 

 Tourism and Culture Minister Prahlad Singh Patel has inaugurated the first-ever online exhibition on 

Ramayana. The weblink for the online exhibition is www.nmvirtual.in/Virtual_Tour/Ramayan. Mr Patel 

addressed a webinar ‗India‘s Heritage: Powering Tourism‘ on the occasion of World Heritage Day 2021. The 

online exhibition showcases forty nine miniature paintings collections of National Museum, New Delhi from 

different art schools of India. 

Czech govt expels 18 Russian diplomats over 2014 blast 

 Czech Republic has said that it will expel 18 Russian diplomats identified by local intelligence as secret 

agents of the Russia that are suspected of involvement in a 2014 explosion. Foreign Minister Jan Hamacek said 

that 18 employees of the Russian embassy must leave Czech republic within 48 hours. 

 Prime Minister Andrej Babis said Czech authorities had clear evidence linking Russian officers to an 

explosion in an ammunition warehouse in 2014 which left two people dead. 

J-K constitutes Special Task Force for cases invoking Article 311 

 The J&K government has constituted a Special Task Force (STF) for identifying and scrutinising the 

government employees who are involved in any cases related to posing threat to the security or anti-
national activities. STF will scrutinise cases of employees suspected of activities requiring action under 

Article 311(2)(C) of the Constitution. 

 To tighten noose against employees waging war against India, STF headed by Additional Director General of 

Police (CID), has been assigned the task of speedily scrutinising and screening such cases in a time-bound 

manner. 

 Employees who will be found to be involved in aiding terror - directly or indirectly - will be immediately 

dismissed from service. To avoid any legal hassle, last year on July 30, the General Administration 

Department (GAD) of the J&K invoked a special provision - under Art 311 - of the Constitution of India 

for the purpose of terminating the services of the employees or reducing their ranks without holding an 
inquiry, but on the basis of evidence against them. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
Former RBI Governor Maidavolu Narasimham passes away 

 The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was 

famously known as the ―Father of Indian Banking Reforms‖. 

 He was the 13
th

 Governor of RBI and served from May 2, 1977, to November 30, 1977. He was known for 

being the chair of two high-powered committees on banking and financial sector reforms. The idea of bank 

mergers and creating strong megabanks was first mooted by the Narasimham Committee. The first 
Narasimham Committee report presented in 1991. 

 In 1998 the government appointed yet another committee under the chairmanship of Mr Narsimham. It is 

better known as the Banking Sector Committee. It was told to review the banking reform progress and design 

a programme for further strengthening the financial system of India. The committee focused on various areas 

such as capital adequacy, bank mergers, bank legislation, etc. 

RBI approves re-appointment of Murali Natarajan as DCB Bank MD and CEO 

 Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-

appointment of Murali M. Natrajan as the Managing Director & CEO, for a further period of one year from 

April 29, 2021. 

 He was appointed as MD and CEO of DCB Bank in May 2009. Prior to joining DCB, Natrajan has worked 

with foreign banks Standard Chartered & Citibank. 

Arun Raste named new MD & CEO of NCDEX 

 The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said Arun Raste will be its next managing 

director and CEO for a period of five years. 

 Market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has given approval to the appointment of 

Arun Raste as MD and CEO of NCDEX for a period of 5 years. 

Accenture‘s Rekha Menon takes over as Nasscom‘s first woman Chairperson 

 Rekha Menon, chairperson and MD of Accenture India, has been appointed as the first woman chairperson 

of IT industry body Nasscom. 

 Menon, who succeeds Infosys COO Pravin Rao, would be at the helm for 2021-22. Krishnan Ramanujam, 

president and head of business & technology services at TCS, will be vice-chairperson for the year. 

 The industry body also has a new executive council — of which 40% members are women. 

Priyanka Mohite becomes first Indian woman to scale Mt Annapurna 

 Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10
th

 highest mountain 

peak in the world, becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat. 

 Mount Annapurna is a massif in the Himalayas located in Nepal that includes one peak over 8,000 metres 

and is considered to be one of the toughest mountains to climb. 

1004
th

 birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021 

 1004
th

 birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021. Sri Ramanuja Acharya 
was born in 1017 CE at Shriperumbudur village in Tamil Nadu. He was a great theologian philosopher and 
thinker of devotional Hinduism. He is the most respected Acharya in the philosophy of Sri Vaishnavism. 

Ramanuja is also known as Ramanujacharya. 

 Sri Ramanuja was named Lakshmana at the time of his birth. He was also referred to as Ilaya Perumal 
which means the radiant one. He disappeared at the age of 120 in Srirangam, Tamil Nadu in 1137 CE. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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AWARDS 
Marathi film Puglya wins Best Foreign Feature at Moscow Film Fest 

 The Marathi film ―Puglya‖ has won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International 

Film Festival, 2021. The film Puglya has been directed and produced by Vinod Sam Peter under the banner 

Abraham Films. 

 So far, this film has won over 45 awards and recognitions at various international film festivals. The film is yet 

to be released in India. The film revolves around a pug and two boys, who are around 10 years old. 

Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish makes it to Forbes Asia‘s 30 ‗Under-30‘ list 

 Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish, CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based 
supplement company Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her 

venture. At present, Cosmix is one of the fastest-growing ventures in the country. 

 Within one year of its operation, Cosmix has registered a turnover of around Rs 2 crore, all credit goes to the 

products, its manufacturing and marketing techniques. 

Saudi activist wins top European rights prize 

 Saudi Arabian rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul, who was detained for campaigning to allow women to 

drive in the country, was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. 

 She was awarded the 60,000-euro ($72,238) prize in an online ceremony for ―outstanding civil society action 

in defense of human rights.‖ Hathloul, who was released in February after spending 1,001 days in prison and is 

forbidden from travelling outside the country as well as speaking to the media, was not present for the ceremony. 

 Hathloul was detained in May 2018 along with several women activists in an apparent crackdown on 
dissent in the kingdom. She was at the forefront of the campaign to end the rudimentary system of male 

guardianship and ban on women driving in public. Before and after her arrest, Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman unleashed a series of reforms including lifting the archaic ban on driving, allowing women to 

drive in public, in a bid to modernize the Saudi society. 

Rumana Sinha Sehgal won the Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021 

 Rumana Sinha Sehgal, Software engineer turned entrepreneur from Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh, won the 
Nelson Mandela World Humanitarian Award 2021 by the Diplomatic Mission Global Peace. She was virtually 

awarded for her contribution to the field of developing innovative and functional green products by 

recycling varied materials and non-biodegradable materials. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
International Day for Monuments and Sites 

 World Heritage Day observed globally on 18 April every year. The day is observed to raise awareness about 
the cultural heritage that we see around us. Every year, the United Nations marks April 18 as the International 

Day for Monuments and Sites. In many countries the day is also celebrated as World Heritage Day. 

 The theme for this year is ―Complex Pasts: Diverse Futures‖. Globally, the day is promoted by the 

International Council on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS). 

National Civil Services Day 

 The National Civil Services Day is observed on April 21 every year and is dedicated to India‘s civil servants 
for their contribution and hard work in public administration. The first National Civil Service Day was 

observed in the year 2006. 

 The Government of India chose April 21 as the National Civil Service Day as on this day the country‘s first 

home minister, Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel addressed the newly appointed Administrative Services Officers 

in 1947. The historic occasion took place at the Metcalfe House in Delhi. Sardar Patel had referred to the civil 
servants as the ―steel frame of India‖ or in other words the backbone of the country‘s administration. 

Earth Day celebrated on April 22 

 April 22 is Earth Day, an international event celebrated around the world to pledge support for 
environmental protection. The year 2021 marks the 51

st
 anniversary of the annual celebrations. This year‘s 

theme for Earth Day is ‗Restore Our Earth‘. 

 In 2009, the United Nations designated April 22 as ‗International Mother Earth Day‘. ―Recovery from 

the COVID-19 pandemic is a chance to set the world on a cleaner, greener, more sustainable path,‖ said UN 

Secretary-General António Guterres. 

 Earth Day is an annual event on April 22 to demonstrate support for environmental protection. First held 

on April 22, 1970, it now includes a wide range of events coordinated globally by EarthDay.com (formerly Earth 

Day Network) including 1 billion people in more than 193 countries. 

National Panchayati Raj Day 

 National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry 

of Panchayati Raj on 24 April annually. Then Prime Minister of India Manmohan Singh declared the first 

National Panchayati Raj Day on 24 April 2010. 

World Malaria Day 

 World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on 25 April and recognizes 
global efforts to control malaria. Globally, 3.3 billion people in 106 countries are at risk of malaria.. 

 The theme of World Malaria Day 2021 is ―Reaching the zero malaria target‖. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of _______ for cooperation in its 
first human space mission, Gaganyaan in April 2021. 

 (a) France (b) Russia (c) USA (d) Japan 

 
2. The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet Index 

2021. India has been ranked at _______ spot globally. 

 (a) 29
th
 (b) 39

th
 (c) 49

th
 (d) 59

th
 

 

3. The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every _______ years at Haridwar, India. 

 (a) 6 (b) 12 (c) 16 (d) 24 

 
4. The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters _______ and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with urgency. 

 (a) India (b) China (c) UK (d) Germany 

 
5. Min Aung Hlaing is associated with which of the following countries? 

 (a) Thailand (b) Indonesia (c) Myanmar (d) Bhutan 

 

6. The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 per cent 
of greenhouse gas emissions by _______. 

 (a) 2030 (b) 2035 (c) 2040 (d) 2050 

 
7. Andrej Babis is the current Prime Minister of _______. 

 (a) Czech Republic (b) South Sudan (c) Sudan (d) Algeria 

 
8. Which of the following has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon Smbhav 

Venture Fund‖, to invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs? 

 (a) Google (b) Microsoft (c) Amazon (d) Ali Baba 

 
9. India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s _______ Clean and Jerk with an impressive 119 kg 

lift at Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent. 

 (a) 39 kg (b) 49 kg (c) 59 kg (d) 69 kg 

 

10. Which of the following films won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International Film 

Festival, 2021? 
 (a) Puglya (b) Acharya (c) Vakhil Sab (d) Pushpa 

 

11. The first party in India that has declared the name of the entity which made donations to it through electoral bonds? 

 (a) BJP  (b) YSRCP 
 (c) Indian National Congress (d) Jharkhand Mukti Morcha 

 

12. Name the mission which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 and the resultant lockdowns 
since May 7, 2020, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by a country. 

 (a) Pravasi Bharat Mission (b) Atma Nirbar Bharat Mission 

 (c) Vande Bharat Mission  (d) COVID Mitri Mission 

 
13. Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria will flag off six Rafale fighter jets from Merignac-

Bordeaux airbase in: 

 (a) Japan (b) Israel (c) Russia (d) France 

 

14. Name the Germany party which named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela Merkel. 

 (a) Democratic party (b) Green party (c) People‘s party (d) Blue party 
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15. Miguel Diaz-Canel is associated with which of the following countries? 

 (a) Cuba (b) Chile (c) Brazil (d) Mexico 

 

16. India was being added to Britain‘s ―_______‖ of countries, banning all arrivals from India except for UK or Irish 

nationals, who must pay to stay in a government-approved quarantine hotel for 10 days on their return. 

 (a) Green list (b) Red list (c) Bed list (d) Yellow list 

 

17. A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations _______‘s government is 

committing crimes against humanity in the Xinjiang region. 
 (a) Afghanistan (b) Pakistan (c) Syria (d) China 

 

18. Loujain al-Hathloul was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the 
Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe. She is an activist from _______. 

 (a) Saudi Arabia (b) UAE (c) Qatar (d) Nigeria 

 

19. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction companies 
(ARCs) in stressed debt resolution and review their business model. The panel is headed by 

 (a) Sudarshan Sen (b) Vishakha Mulye (c) P N Prasad (d) Rohit Prasad 

 
20. NASA‘s experimental helicopter _______ rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars, achieving the 

first powered flight by an aircraft on another planet. 

 (a) Hope (b) Ingenuity (c) Apollo-2 (d) Artemis 

 

21. The 40
th
 Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences successfully 

returned to _______ after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, including stopovers. 

 (a) Cape Town (b) New Delhi (c) Oslo (d) Moscow 

 

22. Which of the following countries has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the 

Mehsana district of Gujarat? 
 (a) China (b) USA (c) France (d) Italy 

 

23. The idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of _______‘s growing influence in the 

Indian Ocean region. 
 (a) UK (b) Germany (c) China (d) USA 

 

24. India and _______ have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic Entering 
the Marine Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony. 

 (a) France (b) Germany (c) UK (d) USA 

 
25. Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-appointment of 

_______ as the Managing Director & CEO. 

 (a) Murali M. Natrajan  (b) Ashik Chawla 

 (c) Vinay Kumar Jain  (d) Punkaj Adani 

 

26. The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked _______ for 

its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two US astronauts to the moon. 
 (a) ISRO (b) JAXA (c) CERN (d) SpaceX 

 

27. The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held in: 
 (a) Kazakhstan (b) India (c) Japan (d) Afghanistan 

 

28. Who won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy? 

 (a) Max Verstappen (b) Lewis Hamilton (c) Valtteri Bottas (d) Charles Leclerc 
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29. The 1004
th
 birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on _______. 

 (a) April 17, 2021 (b) April 18, 2021 (c) April 19, 2021 (d) April 29, 2021 

 

30. World Heritage Day observed globally every year on _______. 

 (a) 18 April (b) 19 April (c) 20 April (d) 21 April 

 
31. India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international journalism not-

for profit body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), India is ranked at _______. 

 (a) 120 (b) 130 (c) 135 (d) 142 

 

32. Prime Minister Narendra Modi participated and made his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. Mr. 

Narendra Modi along with _______ global leaders participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US 
President Joe Biden. 

 (a) 20 (b) 7 (c) 77 (d) 40 

 

33. Which of the following countries has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers 
and investment managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business? 

 (a) New Zealand (b) Australia (c) Germany (d) Spain 

 
34. The Henley Passport Index 2021 released its list of the most powerful passports. India stands at number _______ 

on the list. 

 (a) 44 (b) 54 (c) 64 (d) 84 

 

35. Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force has said 

that they are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the nation‘s _______ 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 
 (a) 50-mile (b) 100-mile (c) 200-mile (d) 300-mile 

 

36. State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player _______ to 
facilitate its digital payments. 

 (a) Google Pay (b) Paytm (c) NPCI (d) Phonepe 

 

37. As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh 
threat. It is also called the ―_______‖. 

 (a) Kerala Variant (b) Bengal Variant (c) Assam Variant (d) Indian Variant 

 
38. Which of the following has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) supplemental oxygen delivery system? 

 (a) DRDO (b) ISRO (c) ICMR (d) AIIMS 

 
39. ‗COVAXIN‘, India‘s first indigenous COVID-19 vaccine is developed by Bharat Biotech in collaboration with the 

_______. 

 (a) Oxford University (b) ICMR (c) IIT Bombay (d) DRDO 

 
40. Who won his first ATP Masters 1000 series in Monte Carlo? 

 (a) Stefanos Tsitsipas (b) Andrey Rublev (c) Rafael Nadal (d) Novak Djokovic 

 
41. Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the _______ at the Leaders Summit on 

Climate hosted by the US. 

 (a) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2025 Partnership 
 (b) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 Partnership 

 (c) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2040 Partnership 

 (d) India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2050 Partnership 
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42. Who among the following scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10
th
 highest mountain peak in the world and becoming the 

first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat? 
 (a) Priyanka Mohite (b) Malavath Purna (c) Santosh Yadav (d) Premalata Agarwal 

 

43. The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, has 

released its 2021 annual report. The report designated _______ countries as ―countries of particular concern 
(CPCs)‖ as ―their governments are engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of 

religious freedom. 

 (a) 14 (b) 19 (c) 25 (d) 30 

 

44. The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was famously 

known as the ―_______‖. 
 (a) Father of Indian Banking Reforms (b) Father of Indian Economic Reforms 

 (c) Father of Indian Industrial Reforms (d) Father of Indian Service Sector Reforms 

 

45. With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in COVID-
19 cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to _______ per cent in 2021-22 from earlier 

projection of 10.7-10.9 per cent. 

 (a) 7.2 (b) 8.2 (c) 9.2 (d) 10.2 

 

46. Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at ‗BBB-‘ 

with a _______ outlook. 
 (a) Negative (b) Positive (c) Neutral (d) All of the above 

 

47. NASA‘s Perseverance rover on _______ has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere. 

 (a) Mars (b) Saturn (c) Venus (d) Jupiter 

 

48. Who among the following cricketers has become the first batsman to get to 6,000 runs in the Indian Premier 

League (IPL) history? 
 (a) Virat Kohli (b) Chris Gayle (c) Rohit Sharma (d) MS Dhoni 

 

49. The National Civil Services Day is observed on: 

 (a) April 19 (b) April 20 (c) April 21 (d) April 22 

 

50. The Earth Day is celebrated every year on: 

 (a) April 20 (b) April 21 (c) April 22 (d) April 23 

 

51. India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s _______. 

 (a) Jodhpur (b) Alwar (c) Jaipur (d) Udaipur 

 

52. The Centre will provide _______ of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana (PM-GKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 cases. 

 (a) 5 kg (b) 10 kg (c) 15 kg (d) 25 kg 

 

53. Which of the following countries will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero 

Producers Forum‘ for oil and gas producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris 
Agreement on climate change? 

 (a) Saudi Arabia (b) Argentina (c) Peru (d) Russia 

 

 

54. Recently, The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said _______ will be its next managing 

director and CEO for a period of five years. 

 (a) Arun Raste (b) Vikas Murthy (c) Deepak Lal (d) Anupam Mirdha 
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55. In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner _______ announced it had signed a first-of-its-kind 

power purchase agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam 
(GUVNL). 

 (a) Ispat Urja Ltd (b) Dhanu Niryat (c) Koyla Vitran Khand (d) Coal India Ltd 

 

56.  Name an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform that has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in a Series B round 
of funding from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million. 

 (a) CoinSwitch Kuber (b) WazirX (c) Crypton (d) Zebpay 

 
57. Lying face down is known as _______ which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and oxygenation. 

 (a) Crowning (b) Proning (c) Frowning (d) Microwing 

 
58. India to host first ever WBC India Championship on May 1, 2021, in _______. 

 (a) Ludhiana (b) Lucknow (c) Kanpur (d) Jalandhar 

 

59. National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj on _______ annually. 

 (a) 21
st
 April (b) 22

nd
 April (c) 24

th
 April (d) 26

th
 April 

 
60. Recently, Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur _______ CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based 

supplement company Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her 

venture. 
 (a) Vibha Harish (b) Seema Vishwas (c) Amita Rana (d) Sukirti Kandpal 

 

61. Recently, Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in 

_______. 
 (a) Surat (b) Gandhinagar (c) Valsad (d) Ahmadabad 

 

62. Recently, The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved _______ as the part-time chairman of HDFC Bank. 
 (a) Deepak Parekh (b) Ajeet Mohan (c) Atanu Chakraborty (d) Dibaker Bannerjee 

 

63. Who has been appointed as the first woman chairperson of IT industry body Nasscom? 

 (a) Anjali Kapadia (b) Vibha Mathur (c) Geetanjali Mishra (d) Rekha Menon 

 

64. Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of _______ launched the state‘s first neobank, 

Ace Money Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank. 
 (a) Karnataka (b) Kerala (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Maharashtra 

 

65. The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that _______ has neutralised multiple variants of - 
SARS CoV-2, including the double mutant strain called B.1.617. 

 (a) Covaxin (b) Covidshield (c) Ivaxin (d) Hixagen 

 

66. Rajasthan has planned to provide _______ Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan Mission. 
 (a) 20 lakh (b) 30 lakh (c) 40 lakh (d) 50 lakh 

 

67. Who is the internationally acclaimed Indian Artist to launch the World‘s First Twin NFT (Physical + Digital)? 
 (a) Tirath N (b) Amith M (c) Kanthraj N (d) Zithar S 

 

 
68. World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on _______ and recognizes global 

efforts to control malaria. 

 (a) 18
th
 April (b) 21

st
 April (c) 23

rd
 April (d) 25

th
 April 
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69. Recently, which of the following has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) 

to the Indian Air Force (IAF)? 
 (a) Ashok Leyland Ltd (b) Swaraj Mazda (c) Tata (d) Mahindra 

 

70. Recently, Priyanka Mohite from _______ has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10
th
 highest mountain peak in the world, 

becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat. 
 (a) Satara in Maharashtra  (b) Vapi in Gujarat 

 (c) Bhopal in Madhya Pradesh (d) Bilaspur in Chhattisgarh 
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. a The Indian space agency, ISRO has signed an agreement with the space agency of France CNES for cooperation in 
its first human space mission, Gaganyaan. CNES will train Indian flight physicians and CAPCOM mission control 

teams at French facilities. The Gaganyaan orbital spacecraft project was kicked off in August 2018. It originally 

intended to send astronauts from Indian soil to mark the 75
th
 anniversary of India‘s independence in 2022. 

 

2. c The Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in partnership with Facebook, has released the Inclusive Internet Index 

2021. India has been ranked at 49
th
 spot globally. It shares its rank with Thailand. 

 

3. b The Kumbh Mela at Haridwar is a mela held every 12 years at Haridwar, India. The exact date is determined 

according to Hindu astrology: the Mela is held when Jupiter is in Aquarius and the sun enters Aries. 

 
4. b The world‘s two biggest carbon polluters China and the US have agreed to tackle the climate crisis with urgency. 

Both countries have expressed their commitment to working together and with other countries to tackle climate 

change. The decision came after several meetings held last week between Chinese climate envoy Xie Zhenhua and 
his US counterpart John Kerry in Shanghai. 

 

5. c Junta leader General Min Aung Hlaing is set to join Southeast Asian leaders at a special summit in Jakarta in April 

2021, the Thai foreign ministry said Saturday, in what will be the coup leader‘s first official trip since the military 
deposed civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi. 

 

6. d The Israeli Ministry of Energy has announced a national plan which includes a main target of reducing 80 per cent 
of greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. 

 

7. a Czech Republic has said that it will expel 18 Russian diplomats identified by local intelligence as secret agents of 
the Russia that are suspected of involvement in a 2014 explosion. Prime Minister Andrej Babis said Czech 

authorities had clear evidence linking Russian officers to an explosion in an ammunition warehouse in 2014 which 

left two people dead. 

 
8. c The e-commerce giant Amazon has launched a $250 million (Rs 1,873 crore) venture fund called ―Amazon 

Smbhav Venture Fund‖, to invest in Indian startups and entrepreneurs, with a focus on digitizing SMEs. The launch 

of the Amazon Smbhav Venture Fund aims to attract the best ideas and empower entrepreneurs in the country to 
partner in this vision. 

 

9. b India‘s Mirabai Chanu set a new World Record in the women‘s 49 kg Clean and Jerk with an impressive 119 kg lift 

at Asian Weightlifting Championships in Tashkent. 
 

10. a The Marathi film ―Puglya‖ has won the Best Foreign Language Feature award at Moscow International Film 
Festival, 2021. The film Puglya has been directed and produced by Vinod Sam Peter under the banner Abraham 

Films. 
 

11. d The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM) is the first party that has declared the name of the entity which made 

donations to it through electoral bonds, the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR), a poll rights group, said. A 
declaration of a Rs.1 crore donation was made in the party‘s 2019-20 contribution report, it added. According to the 

contribution report of the ruling party in Jharkhand, the donation was made by aluminium and copper 

manufacturing company Hindalco. 

 

12. c The Vande Bharat Mission (VBM), which started repatriating Indians stranded abroad due to COVID-19 and the 

resultant lockdowns since May 7, 2020, has turned out to be one of the largest evacuations of civilians by a country. 

 
13. d Indian Air Force Chief Air Chief Marshal Rakesh Bhadauria will flag off six Rafale fighter jets from Merignac-

Bordeaux airbase in France on April 21, setting the stage for activating the second Rafale squadron at Hasimara in 

West Bengal, people familiar with the matter said. 
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14. b Germany‘s Green party named its co-chair Annalena Baerbock as their candidate to succeed Angela Merkel, 

throwing down the gauntlet to the chancellor‘s conservatives who were locked in increasingly vicious infighting for 
her crown. 

 

15. a Cuba marked the end of an era with the official transfer of power from the Castro clan, in charge for six decades, to 

the communist country‘s first civilian leader, Miguel Diaz-Canel. 

 

16. b Britain imposed its strictest travel curbs on India after an explosion of coronavirus cases there, hours after Prime 

Minister Boris Johnson called off a trip to New Delhi. India was being added to Britain‘s ―red list‖ of countries, 
banning all arrivals from India except for UK or Irish nationals, who must pay to stay in a government-approved 

quarantine hotel for 10 days on their return. 

 
17. d A human rights group appealed to the United Nations to investigate allegations China‘s government is committing 

crimes against humanity in the Xinjiang region. 

 

18. a Saudi Arabian rights activist Loujain al-Hathloul, who was detained for campaigning to allow women to drive in 
the country, was honored with the prestigious eighth Vaclav Havel Human Rights Prize by the Parliamentary 

Assembly of the Council of Europe. 

 

19. a The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted a committee to evaluate the role of asset reconstruction companies 

(ARCs) in stressed debt resolution and review their business model. The panel has to submit its report within three 

months after its first meeting. Headed by former RBI executive director Sudarshan Sen, the six-member panel 

comprises Vishakha Mulye, executive director, ICICI Bank, P N Prasad, former deputy managing director of State 

Bank of India, Rohit Prasad, professor of economics, Management Development Institute, Gurugram, Abizer 

Diwanji, partner, Ernst and Young, and chartered accountant R Anand. 

 

20. b NASA‘s experimental helicopter Ingenuity rose into the thin air above the dusty red surface of Mars, achieving the 

first powered flight by an aircraft on another planet. The triumph was hailed as a Wright brothers moment. The 

mini 4-pound (1.8-kilogram) copter even carried a bit of wing fabric from the Wright Flyer that made similar 

history at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, in 1903. 

 

21. a The 40
th
 Scientific Expedition to Antarctica (40-ISEA) hosted by the Ministry of Earth Sciences successfully 

returned to Cape Town after completing a journey of about 12,000 nautical miles in 94 days, including stopovers. 

 

22. d Italy has launched its first-ever mega food park project in India, at Fanidhar in the Mehsana district of Gujarat. The 

project aims to create synergy between agriculture and industry of the two countries and focuses on the research 

and development of new and more efficient technologies in the sector. 

 

23. c The Council of the European Union has approved conclusions on a European Union strategy for cooperation in the 

Indo-Pacific to ―reinforce its strategic focus, presence and actions‖ with the aim to contribute to ―regional stability, 

security, prosperity and sustainable development,‖ at a time of ―rising challenges and tensions in the region.‖ The 

idea of the Indo-Pacific as a single strategic space is an outgrowth of China‘s growing influence in the Indian 

Ocean region. 

 

24. b India and Germany have signed an agreement on Technical Cooperation titled ‗Cities Combating Plastic Entering 

the Marine Environment‘ at a virtual ceremony. This project is envisaged under the contours of the Joint 

Declaration of Intent regarding cooperation in the field of ‗Prevention of Marine Litter‘ signed between Republic of 

India and Federal Republic of Germany in 2019. 

 
25. a Private sector lender, DCB Bank has received approval from the Reserve Bank of India for the re-appointment of 

Murali M. Natrajan as the Managing Director & CEO, for a further period of one year from April 29, 2021. 
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26. d The United States space agency National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) has picked Elon Musk‘s 

SpaceX for its Artemis programme, to develop the first commercial lander and take the next two US astronauts to 
the moon. The total value of this contract is $2.89 billion. 

 

27. a The 2021 Senior Asian Wrestling Championships was held from April 13 to 18, 2021 in Almaty, Kazakhstan. The 

event was the 34
th

 edition of the Asian Wrestling Championships. India won 14 medals to stand in the third spot on 
the medal table. 

 

28. a Max Verstappen (Red Bull – Netherlands) won the Emilia Romagna F1 Grand Prix 2021, in Imola, Italy. This win 
is his first victory of the season. The race was the second round of the 2021 Formula One World Championship. 

 

29. b The 1004
th
 birth anniversary of Sri Ramanujacharya was observed on April 18, 2021. Sri Ramanuja Acharya was 

born in 1017 CE at Shriperumbudur village in Tamil Nadu. 

 

30. a World Heritage Day observed globally on 18 April every year. The day is observed to raise awareness about the 

cultural heritage that we see around us. 
 

31. d India has not slipped further on the World Press Freedom Index 2021 published by the international journalism not-

for profit body, Reporters Without Borders (RSF), however, it continues to be counted among the countries 
classified ―bad‖ for journalism and is termed as one of the most dangerous countries for journalists trying to do 

their jobs properly. India is ranked 142, same as last year, after it had consistently slid down from 133 in 2016. 

 
32. d Prime Minister Narendra Modi participates and makes his remarks in the Leaders‘ Summit on Climate. Mr. Modi 

along with 40 global leaders are being participated in this two day long Summit at the invitation of US President 

Joe Biden. The summit is held virtually and the theme on which the global leaders will be speaking is ―Our 

Collective Sprint to 2030‖. 

 

33. a New Zealand has become the first country to introduce a law that will require banks, insurers and investment 

managers to report the impacts of climate change on their business, minister for climate change James Shaw said. 

 

34. d Amid the rising COVID-19 cases and subsequent restrictions on travel overseas, when many countries are banning 

individuals from worst-hit nations, the Henley Passport Index on April 17 released its list of the most powerful 

passports. India stands at number 84 on the list, as the Indian citizens can visit Visa-Free or Visa-on-Arrival in over 
58 places. Japan, Singapore and Germany, South Korea stand in Top 3 respectively. 

 

35. c Amidst escalating tensions between the Philippines and China, the Philippines‘ South China Sea task force has said 
that they are deploying more ships and aircraft to protect maritime territory and resources in the nation‘s 200-mile 

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 

 
36. b State-run Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) has appointed homegrown payments player Paytm to facilitate 

its digital payments. 

 

37. b As India is struggling to battle COVID-19 crisis, a triple mutant variant strain of COVID-19 has emerged as a fresh 
threat. It is also called the ―Bengal Variant‖. The triple mutant variant has been identified in West Bengal, 

Maharashtra, Delhi and Chhattisgarh. 

 
38. a Amid a massive shortage of oxygen cylinders in the country due to resurgence in coronavirus cases, the Defence 

Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) has developed SpO2 (Blood Oxygen Saturation) supplemental 

oxygen delivery system. 

 

39. b Bharat Biotech and ICMR announced interim results from Phase - 3 trials of COVAXIN. It has reported overall 

interim clinical efficacy of 78 per cent of Covaxin. It said that the efficacy of the vaccine against severe COVID-19 

disease was 100 per cent. COVAXIN, India‘s indigenous COVID-19 vaccine by Bharat Biotech is developed in 
collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) - National Institute of Virology (NIV). The 
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indigenous, inactivated vaccine is developed and manufactured in Bharat Biotech‘s BSL-3 (Bio-Safety Level 3) 

high containment facility. 

 

40. a Stefanos Tsitsipas has won his first ATP Masters 1000 series after a flawless performance against Andrey Rublev 

in Monte Carlo. The Greek star had lost his previous two finals at this level, with Rafael Nadal denying him in 

Toronto and Novak Djokovic beating him in Madrid. 

 

41. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi and US President Joe Biden launched the India-US Clean Energy Agenda 2030 

Partnership at the Leaders Summit on Climate hosted by the US. 

 

42. a Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10
th
 highest mountain peak in 

the world, becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat. 

 

43. a The U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom (USCIRF), an independent bi-partisan commission, has 

released its 2021 annual report. The report designated 14 countries as ―countries of particular concern (CPCs)‖ as 

―their governments are engaged in or tolerate ―systematic, ongoing, and egregious violations of religious freedom.‖ 
This includes India. 

 

44. a The former Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Maidavolu Narasimham, has passed away. He was famously 
known as the ―Father of Indian Banking Reforms‖. He was the 13

th
 Governor of RBI and served from May 2, 1977, 

to November 30, 1977. 

 
45. d With economic activities getting affected across the country due to curbs imposed by states amid surge in COVID-

19 cases, Care Ratings has revised down its forecast for GDP growth to 10.2 per cent in 2021-22 from earlier 

projection of 10.7-10.9 per cent. 

 
46. a Rating agency Fitch Ratings has affirmed India‘s long-term foreign-currency Issuer Default Rating (IDR) at ‗BBB-

‗ with a negative outlook. 

 
47. a NASA‘s Perseverance rover on Mars has made oxygen from the planet‘s carbon dioxide atmosphere. It is the 

second successful technology demonstration on the mission, which flew a mini-helicopter. The generation of 

oxygen was performed by a toaster-sized unit in the rover called Moxie - the Mars Oxygen In-Situ Resource 

Utilization Experiment. 

 

48. a India and Royal Challengers Bangalore (RCB) skipper Virat Kohli became the first batsman to get to 6,000 runs in 

the Indian Premier League (IPL) history. 

 

49. c The National Civil Services Day is observed on April 21 every year and is dedicated to India‘s civil servants for 

their contribution and hard work in public administration. The first National Civil Service Day was observed in the 
year 2006. 

 

50. c April 22 is Earth Day, an international event celebrated around the world to pledge support for environmental 

protection. The year 2021 marks the 51
st
 anniversary of the annual celebrations. This year‘s theme for Earth Day is 

‗Restore Our Earth‘. 

 

51. a India‘s first-of-its-kind breathing bank will come up in Rajasthan‘s Jodhpur. 

 

52. a The Centre will provide 5 kg of food grains free-of-cost to around 80 crore Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 

Yojana (PM-GKAY) beneficiaries during May and June 2021 amidst the second wave of COVID-19 cases. 

 

53. a Saudi Arabia will join the United States, Canada, Norway, and Qatar in forming ‗Net Zero Producers Forum‘ for 

oil and gas producers to discuss how they can support the implementation of the Paris Agreement on climate 

change. 

 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 40 

 

54. a The National Commodity and Derivatives Exchange (NCDEX) said Arun Raste will be its next managing director 

and CEO for a period of five years. 

 

55. d In its maiden venture into solar power, state-owned miner Coal India Ltd (CIL) announced it had signed a first-of-

its-kind power purchase agreement for the sale of 100 Megawatt (MW) solar power with Gujarat Urja Vikas Nigam 

(GUVNL). 

 

56. a CoinSwitch Kuber, an Indian cryptocurrency investment platform, has raised $25 million (Rs 181 crore) in a Series 

B round of funding from Tiger Global Management, at a valuation of over $500 million. 

 

57. b Lying face down is known as proning which is a medically accepted position to improve comfort and oxygenation 

 
58. d In a historic and game changing move for professional boxing in the country, the World Boxing Council (WBC) 

has endorsed the Indian Championship fight between Chandni Mehra and Suman Kumari on May 1 in Jalandhar. 

 

59. c National Panchayati Raj Day is the national day of Panchayati Raj System in India celebrated by Ministry of 
Panchayati Raj on 24 April annually. 

 

60. a Bengaluru-based lady entrepreneur Vibha Harish, CEO and founder of herbal nutrition and plant-based supplement 
company Cosmix, has made it to the Forbes Asia‘s 30 Under- 30 in just one year of opening her venture. 

 

61. b Union Home Minister Amit Shah has inaugurated an oxygen manufacturing plant at Kolavada village in 
Gandhinagar. 

 

62. c The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has approved Atanu Chakraborty as the part-time chairman of HDFC Bank. 

 
63. d Rekha Menon, chairperson and MD of Accenture India, has been appointed as the first woman chairperson of IT 

industry body Nasscom. 

 
64. b Aceware FinTech Services, a fintech services company based out of Kerala, launched the state‘s first neobank, Ace 

Money Neobank, in partnership with Yes Bank and ICICI Bank. 

 

65. a The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) announced that Covaxin has neutralised multiple variants of - 
SARS CoV-2, including the double mutant strain called B.1.617, which has become a cause of concern due to its 

high transmissibility. 

 
66. b Rajasthan has planned to provide 30 lakh Tap water connections by March next year under Jal Jeevan Mission. 

 

67. c Internationally Acclaimed Indian Artist To Launch The World‘s First Twin NFT (Physical + Digital). 

 

68. d World Malaria Day is an international observance commemorated every year on 25 April and recognizes global 

efforts to control malaria. 

 
69. a Ashok Leyland Ltd has announced the delivery of the first batch of light bullet proof vehicles (LBPV) to the Indian 

Air Force (IAF). 

 
70. a Priyanka Mohite from Satara in western Maharashtra has scaled Mt Annapurna, the 10

th
 highest mountain peak in 

the world, becoming the first Indian woman climber to achieve the feat. 

 


