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PREFACE 
 

 

Dear Students, 

 

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our 

team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the 

section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations. 

 

 

Happy Reading 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

National 

 

NITI Aayog launches Sustainable Development Goals Urban Index and Dashboard 2021-22; 

Shimla tops the Index followed by Coimbatore and Chandigarh 

 Shimla, Coimbatore and Chandigarh have topped the Niti Aayog‘s first Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) Urban India Index, while Dhanbad, Meerut and Itanagar are the worst performers, 
according to a report released by the government think tank. 

 According to an official statement, the Niti Aayog has developed the SDG Urban index and dashboard in 

collaboration with GIZ and BMZ under the umbrella of Indo-German Development Cooperation. 

Launching the index and dashboard, Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar said, ―Cities are fast becoming 

engines of growth. The SDG Urban Index and dashboard, a product of innovative partnership between Niti 

Aayog and GIZ, will go a long way in instituting a robust SDG monitoring system in our cities, and is a milestone 

step in our SDG localisation journey.‖ 

 Top 10 Urban areas in SDG Urban Index and Dashboard 2021-22 are Shimla, Coimbatore, Chandigarh, 

Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, Panaji, Pune, Tiruchirapalli, Ahmedabad and Nagpur. 

 While, bottom 10 Urban Areas in SDG Urban Index and Dashboard 2021-22 are Dhanbad, Meerut, Itanagar, 

Guwahati, Patna, Jodhpur, Kohima, Agra, Kolakata and Faridabad. Out of 56 urban areas ranked in the 
index, 44 are with population of above one million, 12 are state capitals with a population of less than a million. 

 While for some indicators, ‗urban area‘ implies urban local bodies (ULBs), in other cases, it refers to all 

urban areas within a district collectively. The data on these indicators have been sourced from official data 
sources such as NFHS, NCRB, U-DISE, data portals of various ministries, and other government data sources. 

 According to the government think tank, for each SDG, the urban areas are ranked on a scale of 0-100. A 
score of 100 implies that the urban area has achieved the targets set for 2030; a score of 0 implies that it is the 

farthest from achieving the targets among the selected urban areas. 

 The areas with ranking between 0 and 49 have been ranked as aspirants, those with 50-64 are termed as 
performers, 65-99 are called front-runners and the ones with perfect score are called achievers. However, 

not a single area has a perfect score. Launching the index and dashboard, Niti Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv 

Kumar said that cities are fast becoming engines of growth. 

 The statement said the index highlights the strengths and gaps of ULB-level data, monitoring, and reporting 

systems. ―The index and dashboard will further strengthen SDG localisation and institute robust SDG 

monitoring at the city level,‖ it said. 

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the 

Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a top-

down model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both 

directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman 

is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.  
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Indore is used to occupying first place: MP CM on city getting cleanest city tag fifth year in row 

 Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan congratulated the people of Indore, which was 
adjudged India‘s cleanest city for the fifth year in a row in the central government‘s annual cleanliness survey. 

Indore has got used to being in the first place. 

 Indore has also got the first place in Safai Mitra Suraksha challenge, he said, adding that in the annual 

cleanliness survey, Bhopal, Ujjain, Pachmarhi Cantt, Hoshangabad, Dewas and Badwah also won the awards. 

According to Chouhan, under the garbage-free city category, Bhopal, Ujjain, Gwalior, Dewas, Singrauli, 

Burhanpur and Dhar also won the award besides Indore. 

Madhya Pradesh (meaning Central Province) is a state in central India. Its capital is Bhopal, and the largest city 

is Indore. Madhya Pradesh is the second largest Indian state by area and the fifth largest state by population 
with over 72 million residents. It borders the states of Uttar Pradesh to the northeast, Chhattisgarh to the southeast, 
Maharashtra to the south, Gujarat to the west, and Rajasthan to the northwest. Mangubhai Chhaganbhai Patel is the 

current Governor of Madhya Pradesh. Shivraj Singh Chouhan is the current Chief Minister of Madhya Pradesh, 

having been elected to the same position 3 times in the past, and a Member of Legislative Assembly in Madhya 

Pradesh from Budhni. 

Ashwini Kumar Choubey inaugurated Food Corporation of India‘s first state of art laboratory in 

Gurugram 

 Food Corporation of India (FCI) under Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) has developed 

its first state-of-art laboratory for in house testing of food grain samples. 

 Ashwini Kumar Choubey, Honourable Minister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution and 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change inaugurated the ‗Quality Control Laboratory‘ at Institute of Food 

Security (IFS), FCI, Gurugram (Haryana). 

 FCI for developing its first state-of-art laboratory for in house testing of food grain samples for chemical 

parameters which will lead to improved satisfaction levels for the consumers. The laboratory has been set up 

under the able guidance of the Central Food Technological Research Institute, Mysuru in Karnataka. 

The Food Corporation of India (FCI) is a statutory corporation created and run by the Government of India. It 
is under the jurisdiction of Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution, Government of India 

formed by the enactment of Food Corporation Act, 1964 by the Parliament of India. Its top official is designated 
as Chairman who is a central government civil servant of the IAS cadre. It was set up in 1965 with its initial 

headquarters at Chennai. Later this was moved to New Delhi. It also has regional centers in the capitals of the 

states. Important regions of the state also serve as district centers. 

Assam ranks 3
rd

 in IPF‘s smart policing index, Andhra first and Telangana at second spot 

 Assam Police has secured the third position among 29 states and Union Territories in the Indian Police 
Foundation‘s list of ‗Smart Policing‘ index. As per the list, Assam Police has secured the third rank in the 

country with an overall rating of 7.89 out of 10. Andhra Pradesh is ranked first with a score of 8.11 and 

Telangana secured the second position with 8.10 points. With a score of 5.81, Uttar Pradesh is ranked at 28
th

 

position and Bihar has occupied the last position with 5.74 points. 

 The Indian Police Foundation (IPF), a multidisciplinary think tank and policy advocacy platform, 

conducted the ―IPF SMART Policing Survey 2021‖ in 29 states and Union Territories of the country and 
published its report. The SMART Policing idea was envisioned, articulated and introduced by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi at the Conference of DGPs of State and Central Police Organizations, held at 

Guwahati, in 2014 and it envisaged systemic changes to transform the Indian police to be strict and sensitive, 
modern and mobile, alert and accountable, reliable and responsive, techno-savvy and trained. 

 The purpose of the IPF survey was to gather information on citizens‘ perceptions of the impact of the 

SMART policing initiative and to gauge public perceptions of the quality of policing in India and the level of 
public trust in the police. The experts from various Institutions of repute, including IIT-Kanpur and Tata 

Institute of Social Sciences (TISS) in Mumbai were involved in this survey. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated ‗InFinity Forum‘ 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the ‗InFinity Forum‘, a two -day thought leadership Forum on 
FinTech. The event is being hosted by International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA) under the 

aegis of Government of India in collaboration with GIFT City and Bloomberg in virtual mode. Indonesia, 

South Africa and the United Kingdom are partner countries in the first edition of the forum. 

 InFinity Forum is IFSCA‘s flagship financial technology and global thought leadership event where 

pressing problems, progressive ideas, innovative technologies from across the world gets discovered, discussed 
and developed into solutions. 

 It unites the world‘s leading minds in policy, business and technology to discuss and come up with 

actionable insight into how technology and innovation can be leveraged by the FinTech industry for 
inclusive growth and serving the humanity at large. 

 The agenda of the Forum will focus on the theme of ‗Beyond‘; with various sub themes including FinTech 

beyond boundaries, with governments and businesses focussing beyond the geographical boundaries in the 
development of global stack to promote financial inclusiveness; FinTech beyond Finance, by having convergence 

with emerging areas such as SpaceTech, GreenTech and AgriTech to drive sustainable development; and 

FinTech Beyond Next, with focus on how Quantum Computing could impact the nature of Fintech industry 

in the future and promote new opportunities. 

The International Financial Services Centres Authority (IFSCA), headquartered at GIFT City, Gandhinagar 
Gujarat, has been established under the International Financial Services Centres Authority Act, 2019. It works 

as a unified authority for the development and regulation of financial products, financial services and financial 

institutions in the International Financial Services Centre (IFSC) in India. At present, the GIFT IFSC is the 

maiden international financial services centre in India. 

South Asian countries plan SOS system for hydrological management of Ganga-Brahmaputra-

Meghna basin 

 India and its neighbouring countries sharing the trans-boundary Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna basins are 
planning to develop a Hydrological SOS system — a round-the-year system to share data on reservoirs, rivers 

and dam waters, which will help mitigate water hazards like floods, droughts, mudslides and accelerated erosion. 

The GBM river basin system cuts across India, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

 The fragile ecology, varied terrain and socio-economic-political ties add to the challenges in addressing the 

flooding caused by the three rivers. Last October, the South Asian Flash Flood Warning system was launched 
by India. This system has been sending warnings six hours ahead of likely flash flooding. The IMD‘s 

hydrometeorological division sends alerts and advisories for India, Nepal, Sri lanka, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 

The Ganges-Brahmaputra-Meghna (GBM) Delta and its catchment area are shared between five countries 

which means that the delta is strongly influenced by neighbouring country‘s water and sediment management 
decisions in addition to climatic, environmental and internal management. Delta administration is also shared 

between Bangladesh and India, including the unique Sundarbans mangrove forest. An overview of delta- 

building and socio-ecological processes from Holocene to Anthropocene are outlined providing a background for 

current issues. 

Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the three-day ‗Rashtra Raksha Samarpan Parv‘ 

 Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh inaugurated the three-day ‗Rashtra Raksha Samarpan Parv‘ in Jhansi 
on November 17, 2021. The festival culminated on the birth anniversary of Rani of Jhansi Laxmi Bai on 

19
th
 November. Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi will dedicate/launch several new initiatives of Ministry of 

Defence to the Nation in a grand ceremony being organised in the precincts of Jhansi Fort on November 19, 2021. 

 As the country is celebrating ‗Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav‘ to commemorate 75 years of Independence, the 

Raksha Mantri recalled the country‘s journey after 1947, saying that there has been a paradigm shift in the 
meaning of Independence since then. ―Earlier, Independence meant freedom from foreign rule. It later changed to 

fulfilling one‘s needs with the help of the world. 
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 Today‘s it is being ‗Aatmanirbhar‘ in the development journey. Due to our Government‘s efforts, we have 

moved on the path of self-reliance,‖ he said. He linked the government‘s vision of Aatmanirbhar Bharat to 

Mahatma Gandhi‘s ideas of Poorna Swaraj and Swadeshi. Shri Rajnath Singh listed India‘s achievements in 

different sectors saying that the country has risen to new heights. He made special mention of the Government‘s 

achievement of administering over 110 crore vaccines in the fight against COVID-19, terming it as a 

remarkable feat. 

 The Government‘s efforts have started to bear fruit, the Raksha Mantri said, mentioning Rs 50,000 crore 

order from the Armed Forces to Hindustan Aeronautical Limited (HAL). He termed it a historic deal which 
will take the Indian Aerospace sector to greater heights. Shedding light on other visible results, Shri Rajnath 

Singh said, in the last seven years, the defence exports have crossed Rs 38,000 crore mark. 

The Ministry of Defence (MoD) is charged with coordinating and supervising all agencies and functions of the 

government relating directly to national security and the Indian armed forces. The President of India is the 

ceremonial commander-in-chief of the armed forces of the country. The Indian Armed Forces (including Indian 

Army, Indian Air Force, and Indian Navy) and Indian Coast Guard under the Ministry of Defences are primarily 

responsible for ensuring the territorial integrity of the nation. A military department was created by the supreme 

government of the British East India Company at Kolkata in the year 1776. Rajnath Singh is currently serving 

as the Defence Minister of India. He has been Member of parliament, Lok Sabha two times from Lucknow (Lok 

Sabha constituency) and once from Ghaziabad (Lok Sabha constituency). 

Prime Minister launched multiple initiatives to boost country‘s Defence sector at ‗Rashtra 

Raksha Samarpan Parv‘ at Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone of 400 crore rupees project at Jhansi node of UP 
Defence Industrial Corridor. The project is being executed by Bharat Dynamics Ltd for setting up a plant to 

produce propulsion systems for Anti-Tank Guided Missiles. 

 Prime Minister launched the National programme of Simulation Training for NCC cadets with the aim to 

scale up simulation training facilities for all three wings of NCC. It includes setting up of Rifle Firing 

Simulators for the Army Wing of NCC, Microlight flying simulators for Air Wing and Rowing simulators 
for the Naval wing. Mr Modi dedicated to the nation augmented reality-powered electronic kiosks at the 

National War Memorial which will enable visitors to pay floral homage to martyrs through the simple click of 

the button. 

Narendra Damodardas Modi is an Indian politician serving as the 14
th

 and current Prime Minister of India 

since 2014. Modi was the Chief Minister of Gujarat from 2001 to 2014 and is the Member of Parliament from 

Varanasi. He is a member of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and its National Democratic Alliance (NDA). He 

is also a member of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a right-wing Hindu nationalist paramilitary volunteer 

organisation. He is the first Prime Minister to have been born after India‘s independence in 1947 and the second 

Prime Minister not belonging to the Indian National Congress to have won two consecutive elections, as well as a 

majority in both terms in the Indian lower house of parliament. 

5
th

 East Asia Summit Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation to begin in Kolkata 

 The fifth East Asia Summit, EAS Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation was held in Kolkata. The 
two-day event is being organized by India in partnership with Australia. 

 Apart from the two governments, organizers include the ASEAN-India Centre at Research and Information 

System for Developing Countries in collaboration with National Maritime Foundation of Australia and the 
Research Centre for East and North East Regional Studies, Kolkata. 

 During the conference, experts from both government and academia from the EAS participating countries 

were deliberated upon various aspects of maritime security cooperation under four thematic sessions, 

namely Maritime Security; Resource and Information Sharing; Science and Technology Cooperation; and 

Pandemic and Disaster Risk Reduction and Management. The event will conclude with a panel discussion 

on the Way Forward. 
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Delhi‘s Indira Gandhi International Airport to become ‗Net Zero Carbon Emission‘ Airport by 

2030 

 Delhi‘s Indira Gandhi International Airport is set to become Net Zero Carbon Emission Airport by 2030. 

Delhi airport is the first airport in Asia Pacific Region to achieve Level 4 Accreditation under ACI‘s 

Airport Carbon Accreditation. 

 DIAL has implemented various programmes at the airport such as use of renewable energy, development of 

green airport infrastructures and multiple passenger connectivity networks, energy conservation and 
efficiency improvements, and stakeholder partnership programs. 

 The announcement was part of a video which was displayed by the Airport Council International (ACI) 
during the COP-26, the United Nations summit on climate change held recently in Glasgow, UK. 

Net zero emissions mean that all man-made greenhouse gas emissions, such as carbon dioxide, are removed from 

the atmosphere through reduction measures to tackle global warming. Carbon neutral refers to a policy of not 

increasing carbon emissions and of achieving carbon reduction through offsets. India is currently the world‘s 

third biggest emitter of greenhouse gases, after the United States and China. Speaking at the COP26 summit, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had announced that the country would make one billion-tonne reduction in 

projected emissions from now until 2030. Modi also said India‘s emissions intensity, or emissions per unit GDP, 

will be reduced by at least 45% by 2030 from the 2005 levels. 

Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav initiates first ever All India Domestic 

Workers Survey 

 Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav flagged off the first ever All India Domestic Workers 
Survey. The survey will cover 742 districts in 37 States and Union territories. 

 The objective is to estimate the number and proportion of domestic workers at the national and state level 

and find out household estimates of live-in and live-out domestic workers. Besides, it will also estimate the 

average number of domestic workers engaged by different types of households. The Minister said the survey will 
help the government understand significant issues and chart evidence-based data-driven policies. 

 Speaking on this occasion,the Union Minister said that this is for the first time in Independent India that 

such Nationwide survey is being conducted and this shows the commitment of government towards having an 
evidence based, data driven policy which will help in targeted and last mile delivery of services &achieve the goal 

of ―Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas, Sabka Viswas‖ under the leadership of Prime Minister Shri NarendraModi. The 

Minister further stated that all these All India Surveys &the e-shram portal will be game changer & have 

set New standards in data driven Policies. 

The Ministry of Labour & Employment is one of the oldest and most important Ministries of the Government of 

India. This is an India‘s federal ministry which is responsible to protect and safeguard the interest of workers in 

general and their social security. The Ministry aims to create a healthy work environment for higher production 

and productivity and to develop and coordinate vocational skill training and employment. Bhupender Yadav 

serves as the Union Cabinet Minister of Labour and Employment, Environment, Forest and Climate Change. 

He is a Member of Parliament in the Rajya Sabha, representing the state of Rajasthan. 

For first time, India records more women than men, finds latest NFHS 

 As per the fifth round of the National Family and Health Survey (NFHS), India now has more women than 

men. There are 1,020 women for every 1,000 men as per the report released by the Union health ministry. 

 In 1990 when Nobel laureate Amartya Sen coined the term ―missing women‖, there were 927 women per 

1,000 men in India. This indicates that the numbers are improving. 

 According to NFHS-3, conducted in 2005-06, the ratio was equal, 1000: 1000; it went down to 991:1000 in 

2015-16 in NFHS-4. This is the first time, in any NFHS or Census, that the sex ratio is skewed in favour of 

women. 
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 The government released the factsheets of key indicators on population, reproductive and child health, 

family welfare, nutrition and others for India as well as 14 states and UTs, clubbed under phase two, of the 

2019-21 NFHS-5. 

 According to the findings, child nutrition indicators showed a slight improvement at all-India level as 

stunting declined from 38 per cent to 36 per cent, wasting from 21 per cent to 19 per cent and underweight 

from 36 per cent to 32 percent. 

 The states and UTs which were surveyed in this phase were Arunachal Pradesh, Chandigarh, Chhattisgarh, 

Haryana, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh, NCT of Delhi, Odisha, Puducherry, Punjab, Rajasthan, Tamil 
Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, a Health Ministry statement said. 

 At the national level, the occurrence of anaemia among women and children was found to be the same as 

that in 14 states and UTs. The findings for national level were calculated by using data from phase one and 
phase two of the NHFS-5. The findings of phase one of the NFHS-5 for 22 states and UTs were released in 

December, 2020. 

The National Family Health Survey (NFHS) is a large-scale, multi-round survey conducted in a representative 

sample of households throughout India. The NFHS is a collaborative project of the International Institute for 

Population Sciences (IIPS), Mumbai, India; ICF, Calverton, Maryland, USA and the East-West Center, 

Honolulu, Hawaii, USA. The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Government of India, 

designated IIPS as the nodal agency, responsible for providing coordination and technical guidance for the NFHS. 

NFHS was funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) with supplementary 

support from United Nations Children‘s Fund (UNICEF). The First National Family Health Survey (NFHS-1) 

was conducted in 1992-93. 

In a first in India, house built using hemp fibre in Uttarakhand 

 An architect couple has built a sprawling 5-room house in Yamkeshwar block of Pauri Garhwal district, 

using ‗hempcrete‘ – a mixture of parts of ―bhang‖ or hemp plant, lime, wood, mud, water and other 

minerals – which can be used as a green alternative to concrete. 

 This is the first time hempcrete has been put to extensive use to build a house in India. The technique is 

prevalent in countries like Australia and New Zealand. The couple has built a 5-room house using hempcrete in 

the Pauri Garhwal district. The house is spread over 800 sq ft and cost Rs 30 lakh to build. It is built using farm 

waste hemp and therefore it is eco-friendly and affordable. 

Uttarakhand is often referred to as the Devbhumi, due to many Hindu temples and pilgrimage centres found 
throughout the state. On 9 November 2000, Uttarakhand became the 27

th
 state of the Republic of India, being 

created from the Himalayan and adjoining northwestern districts of Uttar Pradesh. Trivendra Singh Rawat 

served as the Chief Minister of Uttarakhand till March 10, 2021. Mr Pushkar Singh Dhami is serving as the 

current Chief Minister of Uttarakhand since March 10, 2021. Baby Rani Maurya is serving as the current 

governor of Uttarakhand since 26 August 2018. The winter capital of Uttarakhand is Dehradun, the largest city 

of the state, which is a rail head. Gairsain, a town in Chamoli district is the summer capital of Uttarakhand. The 

High Court of the state is located in Nainital. 

Cabinet approves continuation of umbrella scheme ‗O-SMART‘ 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave its approval for the continuation of the umbrella scheme, 

Ocean Services, Modelling, Application, Resources and Technology, O-SMART of Ministry of Earth 

Sciences for implementation during the period from 2021-26 at an overall cost of 2 thousand 177 crore 

rupees. 

 The scheme encompasses seven sub-schemes namely Ocean Technology, Ocean Modelling and Advisory 

Services (OMAS), Ocean Observation Network (OON), Ocean Non-Living Resources, Marine Living 

Resources and Ecology (MLRE), Coastal Research and Operation and Maintenance of Research Vessels. 

 These sub-schemes are being implemented by autonomous and attached institutes of the Ministry like National 

Institute of Ocean Technology NIOT Chennai, Indian National Center for Ocean Information Services 

INCOIS Hyderabad, National Centre for Polar and Ocean Research NCPOR Goa, Center for Marine 
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Living Resources and Ecology CMLRE Kochi and National Centre for Coastal Research NCCR Chennai 

as well as involving other national institutes. A fleet of oceanographic and coastal research vessels of the 
Ministry provide required research support for scheme. 

 The objectives of the O-SMART scheme are: providing forecast and services based on the continuous 

observation of oceans, development of technologies and exploratory surveys for sustainable harnessing of 

oceanic resources (both living and non-living) and promotion of front-ranking research in ocean sciences. 

The Ministry of Earth Sciences was formed on 29 January 2006 from a merger of the India Meteorological 

Department (IMD), the National Centre for Medium Range Weather Forecasting (NCMRWF), the Indian Institute of 

Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune and Earth Risk Evaluation Centre (EREC), and the Ministry of Ocean 

Development. Jitendra Singh is the current Minister of state (independent charge) ministry of earth science. 

With Noida Airport, Uttar Pradesh to become First State in India with 5 International Airports 

 With the foundation-laying ceremony for the Noida International Airport, Uttar Pradesh is now on its way 

to having five international airports, the highest for any state in India. In perspective, the state had only two 

international airports since 2012 when Varanasi got this distinction after Lucknow. 

 The international airport at Kushinagar became operational after it was inaugurated by Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi on October 20, 2021, while work on the international airport in Ayodhya is in full swing and 

air services are expected to start early next year. The fifth international airport is to come up at Jewar near 

Noida in the National Capital Region (NCR). 

Andhra Assembly withdraws resolution to abolish Legislative Council 

 A day after passing a Bill to repeal two laws that were cleared last year as part of the YSRCP government‘s 
contentious move to set up three different state capitals, the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly 

unanimously adopted a resolution to withdraw an earlier resolution seeking abolishment of the Legislative 

Council. 

 The YSR Congress Party government had passed the statutory resolution in January 2020 under Article 

169(1) of the Constitution, seeking that the Council be abolished. The Andhra Pradesh Assembly recently 
passed a resolution to abolish the state‘s Legislative Council (LC). The bill is yet to be introduced in 

Parliament. Until 2019, Jammu and Kashmir too had a legislative council but it was dissolved once the 

erstwhile state was downgraded into a Union Territory. 

The State Legislative Council, or Vidhan Parishad, or Saasana Mandali is the upper house in those 6 states of 

India that have a bicameral state legislature; the lower house being the State Legislative Assembly. Its 

establishment is defined in Article 169 of the Constitution of India. According to the Article 169 of the 

Constitution of India, the Parliament of India can create or abolish the State Legislative Council of a state if that 

state‘s legislature passes a resolution for that with a special majority. The tenure of the MLCs are six years. One-

third of the members of State Legislative Council retire after every two years. This arrangement parallels that for 

the Rajya Sabha, the upper house of the Parliament of India. At present six states – Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, 

Maharashtra, Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Karnataka – have a Legislative Council. 

Fourth Scorpene-class submarine ‗INS Vela‘ commissioned into Indian Navy 

 INS Vela, the fourth Scorpene-class submarine was commissioned into the Indian Navy. P-75 project 

represents the growing strategic congruence between the two nations, India and France. Designated as Yard 

11878 during its construction, INS Vela is the fourth Scorpene-class submarine built by MDL in 

collaboration with Naval Group of France. 

 INS Vela would form part of the Western Naval Command‘s Submarine fleet and would be another potent 

part of its arsenal. The new Vela carries forward the legacy of her namesake, the erstwhile INS Vela which 

was commissioned on 31 Aug 1973 as the lead boat of Vela class submarines. The crew of the erstwhile 

‗Vela‘, a Russian-origin Foxtrot Class Submarine, which was decommissioned in 2009, was also present. Vela 

has taken the ‗Make in India‘ spirit a notch higher with indigenised battery cells. 
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Himanta Biswa Sarma launches Assam Micro Finance Incentive and Relief Scheme 2021 

 Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the ambitious Assam Micro Finance Incentive and 
Relief Scheme 2021 to incentive those making regular payment of microfinance loans. The scheme would 

benefit a total of 24 lakh women beneficiaries in the State while 59,468 women would receive reliefs amounting 
from Rs.16,000-Rs.25,000 in Sonitpur district. 

Jagdish Mukhi is the current Governor of Assam and Assam is known for Assam tea and Assam silk. Dispur is 

the capital of the state of Assam. Guwahati is the largest city of Assam and Northeastern India. Himanta Biswa 

Sarma is current the Chief Minister of Assam. In 1874, on the formation of Assam as the Chief Commissioner‘s 
Province, it was chosen as the headquarters of the new administration because of its convenient location between 

the Brahmaputra and Surma valleys and more so because the climate of Shillong was much cooler than tropical 

India. Shillong remained the capital of undivided Assam until the creation of the new state of Meghalaya on 21 

January 1972, when Shillong became the capital of Meghalaya, and Assam moved its capital to Dispur in 

Guwahati. Tea production in West Bengal was approximately 25 million kilograms in March 2021, the highest to 

any other region in the country. Assam came second that year with close to 20 million kilograms. 

Kerala Tourism launches STREET Project 

 In a pioneering initiative to take tourism deep into the state‘s interiors and rural hinterland, Kerala Tourism 

launched the ‗STREET‘ project in select spots in seven districts, which would help visitors experience the 

diversity of offerings in these locales. 

 In the first phase, the project would be implemented in Kadalundi in Kozhikode, Thrithala and Pattithara in 

Palakkad, Pinarayi and Ancharakkandi in Kannur, Maravanthuruthu and Manchira in Kottayam, 

Valiyaparamba in Kasaragod, Kanthalloor in Idukki and Chekadi in Wayanad. 

 The project, conceived by the Responsible Tourism Mission, is inspired by the ‗Tourism for Inclusive 
Growth‘ slogan of The United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO). The STREET is an 

acronym for Sustainable, Tangible, Responsible, Experiential, Ethnic, Tourism hubs. 

Kerala is a state on the southwestern, Malabar Coast of India. It was formed on 1 November 1956 following the 

States Reorganisation Act by combining Malayalam-speaking regions. Kerala has the highest literacy rate 93.91% 
in the 2011 census; the highest life expectancy, 77 years; and the highest sex ratio, 1,084 women per 1,000 men. 

Arif Mohammad Khan is the current Governor of Kerala. Kerala is known as ―God‘s own country‖ and is one 

of the popular tourist destinations in India. Pinarayi Vijayan is the current Chief Minister of Kerala, in office 
since 25 May 2016. As per the census 2011, Haryana has the lowest child sex ratio i.e.834 per thousand males. 

Kerala is the largest producer of the rubber in the India. 

Central Vista: Govt constitutes 5-member panel for timely completion of projects 

 The Modi government constituted a five-member committee to ensure timely completion of various projects 

executed under the Central Vista Redevelopment Plan. The five-member committee will be headed by 

former finance secretary Ratan P Watal. Deputy CAG P K Tiwari, former director of L&T Shailendar 

Roy, IIT Delhi professor Mausam and ministry‘s joint secretary have been included in the committee. 

 The redevelopment of the Central Vista, the nation‘s power corridor, envisages a new parliament building, 

a common central secretariat, revamping of the 3-km-long Rajpath from the Rashtrapati Bhavan to India 
Gate, new office and residence of the prime minister, and a new vice-president enclave. 

Central Vista Redevelopment Project refers to the ongoing redevelopment to revamp the Central Vista, India‘s 
central administrative area located near Raisina Hill, New Delhi. The area was designed by Sir Edwin 

Lutyens and Sir Herbert Baker during British colonial rule and was retained by Government of India after 

independence. The cost of the Central Vista Redevelopment project, which also includes a Common Central 

Secretariat and the Special Protection Group (SPG) building, has been estimated to be around Rs.13,450 

crore (US$1.8 billion) spread over four years. The project began with the ceremonial laying of the foundation 

stone of the New Parliament Building on 10 December 2020. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
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International 

 

UNESCO member states adopt the first global agreement on artificial intelligence ethics 

 UNESCO has adopted the world‘s first international ethics guidelines for artificial intelligence, which 

prohibit the use of the technology for ―social scoring‖ and mass surveillance. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) director-general, 
Audrey Azoulay, presented the world‘s first global standard on artificial intelligence (AI). AI technologies 

are delivering remarkable results in highly specialized fields such as cancer screening and building inclusive 

environments for people with disabilities. They also help combat global problems like climate change and 

world hunger, and help reduce poverty by optimizing economic aid. 

 In 2018, Audrey Azoulay, Director-General of UNESCO, launched an ambitious project: to give the world 

an ethical framework for the use of artificial intelligence. Three years later, thanks to the mobilization of 

hundreds of experts from around the world and intense international negotiations, the 193 UNESCO‘s 

member states have just officially adopted this ethical framework. 

UNESCO is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and is a specialised agency of 

the United Nations (UN). It seeks to build peace through international cooperation in Education, the Sciences 

and Culture. UNESCO‘s programmes contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable Development Goals 

defined in Agenda 2030, adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. Political and economic arrangements of 

governments are not enough to secure the lasting and sincere support of the peoples. Peace must be founded upon 

dialogue and mutual understanding. Peace must be built upon the intellectual and moral solidarity of humanity. It is 

headquartered at the World Heritage Centre in Paris, France. Audrey Azoulay is a French civil servant and 
politician who has been serving as the Director-General of the UNESCO since 2017, becoming the second female 

leader of the organization.  

El Salvador Plans World‘s First Bitcoin City 

 El Salvador plans to build the world‘s first ―Bitcoin City‖, funded initially by bitcoin-backed bonds, 
President Nayib Bukele said doubling down on his bet to harness the crypto currency to fuel investment in the 

Central American country. 

 El Salvador in September became the first country in the world to adopt bitcoin as legal tender. Bitcoin 

City will not levy any taxes except for value-added tax (VAT). One half of this VAT levied will be used to 

fund the bonds issued to build the city and the next half would be used to pay for services such as garbage 

collection. 

 El Salvador plans to issue $1 billion in tokenised US-dollar denominated 10-year bonds to pay 6.5 per cent 
via the Liquid Network, according to Samson Mow, chief strategy officer of Blockstream. Half of the funds of the 

so-called ―volcano bond‖ will be converted to Bitcoin and the other half will be used for infrastructure and 

Bitcoin mining powered by geothermal energy, Mow said, while sharing the stage with Bukele.  

 Blockstream models show at the end of the 10
th
 year of the bond, the annual percentage yield will be 146 per cent 

due to Bitcoin‘s projected appreciation, Mow said, forecasting Bitcoin will hit the $1 million mark within five 

years. 

El Salvador is a country in Central America. El Salvador‘s capital and largest city is San Salvador. The 

currency is United States dollar. Nayib Bukele is the cuurent President of it. 
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Sudan‘s military reinstates ousted civilian PM Hamdok 

 Sudan‘s ousted Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has been reinstated following last month‘s coup when he 

was put under house arrest. Under the agreement, the reinstated prime minister will lead a cabinet of 

technocrats until elections are held. But it is unclear how much power the new civilian government will have, as it 
it will be subject to military oversight. 

 General Abdel Fattah Abdelrahman al-Burhan is a Sudanese politician and Sudanese Army general who is 

the de facto head of state of Sudan as the Commander-In-Chief of the Sudanese Armed Forces after leading 

a coup d‘état in October 2021 that deposed Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok. 

Sudan is a country in Northeast Africa. It borders the countries of Central African Republic, Chad, Egypt, Eritrea, 
Ethiopia, Libya, South Sudan, and the Red Sea. Its capital is Khartoum. The Sudanese pound is the basic unit of 

the Republic of the Sudan.  

Kuwait reappoints Sheikh Sabah Al-Khalid as Prime Minister 

 Kuwait‘s Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid has been reappointed Prime Minister and tasked with 

forming a cabinet that would be the Gulf OPEC oil producer‘s third this year in a domestic political 

standoff. 

 Sheikh Sabah, Prime Minister since late 2019, was reappointed by an emiri order issued by Crown Prince 

Sheikh Meshal al-Ahmad al-Sabah. The government had resigned on Nov. 8 in the standoff with the elected 

parliament. Emir Sheikh Nawaf al-Ahmed al-Sabah temporarily handed over some of his main 

constitutional duties to the crown prince, his designated successor, including naming the prime minister and 

swearing in the cabinet. 

Kuwait is a country in Western Asia. It is situated in the northern edge of Eastern Arabia at the tip of the Persian 

Gulf, bordering Iraq to the north and Saudi Arabia to the south. Kuwait also shares maritime 

borders with Iran. Most of the country‘s population resides in the urban agglomeration of the capital city Kuwait 

City. As of 2021, Kuwait has a population of 4.67 million people where 1.45 million are Kuwaitis and 3.2 million 

are foreign nationals. The Kuwaiti dinar is the currency of Kuwait. Mishal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is 

the Crown Prince of Kuwait. Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah is the Emir of Kuwait.  

Bulgaria‘s President Rumen Radev wins second term 

 Bulgarian President Rumen Radev won a second term in office by a wide margin as voters in the European 
Union‘s poorest country backed his strong anti-corruption message, exit polls showed. 

 Radev, 58, defeated his challenger Anastas Gerdzhikov, also 58, winning 66% to 32% in the presidential 

run-off after nearly winning outright in the first round on Nov 14. 

Bulgaria is a country in Southeast Europe. Sofia is the nation‘s capital and largest city. The lev is the currency of 
Bulgaria. Rumen Georgiev Radev is a Bulgarian politician and former major general who is the current President 

of Bulgaria since 22 January 2017.  

Magdalena Andersson becomes Sweden‘s first female Prime Minister 

 Sweden‘s parliament approved Magdalena Andersson as the country‘s first female prime minister, tapping 
the finance minister who recently became the new leader of the Social Democratic party. 

 Andersson was tapped to replace Stefan Lofven as party leader and prime minister, roles he relinquished 

earlier this year. Under the Swedish Constitution, prime ministers can be named and govern as long as a 

parliamentary majority a minimum of 175 lawmakers is not against them. 

Sweden is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. The Nordic countries, or the Nordics, or Norden (literally ―the 
North‖), are a geographical and cultural region in Northern Europe and the North Atlantic, which includes the 

sovereign states of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as well as the autonomous countries of the 

Faroe Islands and Greenland (both part of the Kingdom of Denmark). The capital city is Stockholm. The krona 

is the official currency of Sweden. Stefan Lofven has been Prime Minister of Sweden since October 2014. 
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Germany to get its first woman foreign minister 

 Green party co-leader Annalena Baerbock has become Germany‘s first woman foreign minister, as the 

country‘s incoming coalition government takes shape. 

 The 40-year-old mother-of-two is expected to take on the role in early December once the new government – 

made up of the Social Democrats (SPD), the liberal FDP and the Greens – is formally installed. Baerbock has 
signalled a more assertive stance on China and Russia, putting respect for human rights and the rule of law 

at the centre of German diplomacy. 

Germany is a country in Central Europe. It is the second-most populous country in Europe after Russia, and the 

most populous member state of the European Union. Germany is situated between the Baltic and North seas to the 
north, and the Alps to the south; It borders Denmark to the north, Poland and the Czechia to the east, Austria and 

Switzerland to the south, and France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands to the west. The nation‘s capital 

and largest city is Berlin, and its financial centre is Frankfurt; the largest urban area is the Ruhr. Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier is serving as President of Germany since 19 March 2017. Angela Dorothea Merkel has been serving as 

the chancellor of Germany since 2005. Euro is it‘s official currency. 

Petr Fiala named new Czech PM by Covid-stricken President 

 Right-winger Petr Fiala was named the Czech Republic‘s new prime minister in an unusual ceremony, with 

wheelchair-bound President Milos Zeman speaking from behind a plastic barrier because he has Covid-19. 

 Fiala teamed up his Civic Democratic Party with two smaller parties to form the Together alliance which 
came first in last month‘s general election. The grouping, which includes the centrist Christian Democrats and 

the centre-right TOP 09 parties, narrowly beat the ANO movement of outgoing populist billionaire Prime 

Minister Andrej Babis. 

The Czech Republic,
 
also known by its short-form name Czechia and formerly known as Bohemia,

 
is a landlocked 

country in Central Europe. Prague is the capital and largest city in the Czech Republic. Czech koruna, also known 

as Czech Crown, has been the currency of the Czech Republic. Milos Zeman is serving as the current President of 

the Czech Republic. 

New Zealand becomes first country in the world to legalise drug checking 

 New Zealand made drug checking permanent by enacting a bill allowing a pilot programme providing harm 
reduction services at festivals to continue and extend its operations. 

 New Zealand is the first country to make drug checks explicit and, as a result, easier. The pilot programme, 

which was approved in December 2020, was set to expire in December 2021. 

India, Sri Lanka and Maldives hold maritime exercises 

 A two-day trilateral maritime drill conducted by the coast guards of India, Sri Lanka and the Maldives to 
bolster security in the Indian Ocean, enhance mutual operational capability and exercise interoperability 

between these three countries culminated in the Maldives. 

 The 15
th

 edition of the trilateral engagement termed ‗Dosti‘ is conducted biennially, and 2021 marks 30 

years since these maritime drills were first introduced. ―The aim of India-Maldives-Sri Lanka tri-lateral 
exercise ‗Dosti‘ is to further fortify the friendship, enhance mutual operational capability, and exercise 

interoperability and to build cooperation between the Coast Guards of Maldives, India and Sri Lanka,‖. 

SLINEX (Sri Lanka India Naval Exercise) are a series of naval exercises between the Indian Navy and the Sri 

Lanka Navy. The first ever SLINEX exercise took place in 2005. Sri Lanka is an island country in South Asia, 
located in the Indian Ocean to the southwest of the Bay of Bengal. Sri Lanka is separated from the India by the 

Gulf of Mannar and the Palk Strait. Sri Jayewardenepura Kotte is the official, administrative capital of Sri 

Lanka. Colombo is the commercial capital
 
and largest city of Sri Lanka. Gotabaya Rajapaksa is the current 

President of Sri Lanka. Mahinda Rajapaksa is the Prime Minister. The rupee is the currency of Sri Lanka. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 

 

JP Morgan becomes world‘s most systemic bank 

 JP Morgan Chase has become the world‘s most systemically important bank once again according to the 
latest annual ranking of top lenders by global regulators, with BNP Paribas and Goldman Sachs also now 

deemed more systemic. 

 The Financial Stability Board (FSB), made up of regulators from G20 countries, published its latest table of 

the world‘s 30 most systemic banks. The 30 banks are divided between four ―buckets‖ in order of how 

systemic, interconnected and complex they are, with JP Morgan now in a higher bucket than its nearest peers. 

 Last year JPMorgan shared the highest bucket with HSBC and Citigroup, but is now alone in the next bucket 
up, which had been empty. JP Morgan had been the world‘s most systemic bank in 2019. BNP Paribas and 

Goldman Sachs have also moved up one bucket. 

JPMorgan Chase & Co. is an American multinational investment bank and financial services holding company 

headquartered in New York City. JPMorgan Chase is incorporated in Delaware. As of June 30, 2021, JPMorgan 

Chase is the largest bank in the United States, the world‘s largest bank by market capitalization, and the fifth-

largest worldwide in terms of total assets, controlling US$3.684 trillion. As a ―Bulge Bracket‖ bank, it is a major 
provider of various investment banking and financial services. As of 2021 it is the largest lender to the fossil fuel 

industry in the world. 

Mooh Band Rakho: HDFC Bank launches Campaign to Create Awareness on Cyber Frauds 

 In a bid to raise awareness on cyber frauds and how to prevent them, a campaign called Mooh Band Rakho 

was launched by the HDFC Bank in Cyberabad during the International Fraud Awareness Week 2020. 

 The campaign was initially aimed to contribute in the fight against COVID-19 and has now been extended to 

fighting cyber fraud. This is the second year HDFC Bank is participating in this awareness week. 

HDFC Bank Limited is an Indian banking and financial services company headquartered in Mumbai, 
Maharashtra. HDFC Bank is India‘s largest private sector lender by assets. In 1994 HDFC Bank was 

incorporated, with its registered office in Mumbai, India. It is the largest bank in India by market capitalisation 

as of March 2020. Sashidhar Jagdishan is the MD of HDFC Bank. 

BPCL green hydrogen unit to be India‘s largest 

 Bharat Petroleum Corporation will soon float a tender for a 20 MW electrolyser to build the country‘s 

largest green hydrogen plant as it aims to achieve net-zero emissions for its operations by 2040, its chairman 

Arun Kumar Singh has said. BPCL is working out the details and aims to firm up its net-zero roadmap by 

next March. 

 Climate change concerns have pushed most major economies and several companies to set a net-zero greenhouse 

gas emissions target for themselves. Oil majors BP and Shell plan to turn net-zero by 2050 while Reliance 

Industries, India‘s largest company by market value, has set a target to achieve this feat by 2035. 

Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited is an Indian government-owned oil and gas corporation. It is under the 
ownership of Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas, headquartered in Mumbai. India‘s second-largest 

downstream government owned oil corporation. 
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SBI Research upgrades India‘s GDP growth estimate for financial year 2022 

 SBI Research has upgraded India‘s GDP growth projection for financial year 2022 to the range of 9.3%-

9.6% from its earlier estimates of 8.5%-9%. 

 The revised GDP estimate of SBI Research is in-line with RBI‘s projection of 9.5% GDP growth for the 
current fiscal year. The projection comes as the country recorded only 11% increase in Covid-19 cases during 

the July-September quarter of 2021, second-lowest among the top 15 most affected countries. 

On April 1, 2017, the State Bank of India, which was India‘s largest bank, merged with five of its associate banks 

(State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur, State Bank of Hyderabad, State Bank of Mysore, State Bank of Patiala and State 

Bank of Travancore), and with the Bharatiya Mahila Bank. Dinesh Kumar Khara is the current chairman of the 

State Bank of India (SBI). Imperial Bank of India was the oldest and the largest commercial bank of the Indian 

subcontinent, and was subsequently transformed into State Bank of India in 1955. 

India‘s first government-approved vehicle scrapping and recycling facility 

 Maruti Suzuki Toyotsu India (MSTI), a joint venture (JV) between Maruti Suzuki India (MSIL) 
and Toyota Tsusho Corporation, has opened its first government-approved end-of-life vehicle (ELV) 

scrapping and recycling unit in Noida in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Built with an investment of Rs 44 crore, the 10,993-square metre facility, with a capacity to scrap and recycle 

over 24,000 ELVs annually, was inaugurated by Union Minister of Road Transport and Highways 

(MoRTH) Nitin Gadkari. It‘s a step towards a circular economy, with the aim to promote organised, transparent, 

and environment-friendly dismantling of ELVs. 

 This is India‘s first government-approved vehicle scrapping and recycling centre for end-of-life vehicles. 
The Centre will use environmentally friendly practices with local equipment and global expertise to scrap and 

recycle end of life vehicles. 

Nitin Jairam Gadkari was served as the President of the BJP from 2010-2013. He is the current Minister for 

Road Transport & Highways of India. Gadkari represents Lok Sabha from Nagpur constituency, Maharashtra. 

During the cabinet reshuffle on 7
th

 July 2021 the portfolio for Ministry of MSME which was under him was 

reassigned to Narayan Rane, another BJP MP from Maharashtra as a part of cabinet expansion. 

ICICI Bank launches ‗Trade Emerge‘, a platform for Indian exporters, importers 

 ICICI Bank has announced the launch of its online platform, ‗Trade Emerge‘, to offer comprehensive digital 
banking and value-added services to exporters and importers across India. This digital facility is associated with 

‗India Filings‘, an online business and tax compliance platform. It will also help traders avail certain export 

benefits under the country‘s Foreign Trade Policy. 

 Platform‘s incorporation services will assist companies to set up an export-import business in India to obtain 

key registrations and licenses such as trade license, Importer Exporter Code (IEC), GST registration and 

Registration Cum Membership Certificate issued by export promotion organisations or Commodity 

Boards of India. 

ICICI Bank Limited is an Indian multinational bank and financial services company with its corporate office 

in Mumbai, Maharashtra. It offers a wide range of banking products and financial services for corporate 

and retail customers through a variety of delivery channels and specialized subsidiaries in the areas of investment 

banking, life, non-life insurance, venture capital and asset management. Sandeep Bakhshi (born 28 May 1960) is an 

Indian banker, and the MD & CEO, ICICI Bank since October 2018. 

Rourkela Steel Plant of SAIL bags the ENCON Award 2021 

 The Rourkela Steel Plant of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) bagged the Energy Conservation 

Award in the Eastern region ENCON Award 2021 competition. 

 The Rourkela Steel Plant was adjudged with its best-ever 4.75-star energy rating in the competition held by 

the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII). The rating is also the best ever for SAIL. 
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 The Encon Energy Award is open to all Master‘s students in Industrial Sciences, Master‘s (Industrial 

Engineers) in Engineering (Civil Engineers), Master‘s (Applied) Economic Sciences (Commercial Engineers) and 
Master‘s in Biomedical Engineering (Bioengineers). 

New Wage Rate Index series released; base year revised to 2016 from 1963-65 

 Ministry of Labour released a new series of Wage Rate Index (WRI) with base year 2016, being compiled 

and maintained by the Labour Bureau, an attached office of the ministry. 

 The new series of WRI with base 2016 = 100 will replace the old series with base 1963-65. The government 

periodically revises the base year for major economic indicators to reflect the changes in the economy and 

to capture the wage pattern of workers. 

 Thus, as per the recommendations of International Labour Organization, National Statistical Commission 

etc, the base year of WRI numbers has been revised from 1963-65 to 2016 by the Labour Bureau to enhance 

the coverage and to make index more representative. 

New series of WRI has increased the scope and coverage in terms of number of industries, occupations under 

selected industries, sample size, weightage of industries etc. Revision of WRI will play a significant role in 

coming out with minimum wages and national floor wages including other parameters which will be decided soon 

by expert group. New WRI series will be compiled twice a year, as on January 1 and July 1 each year, on point-to-

point half-yearly basis. Weighting diagram in new WRI series was prepared based on the results of seventh 

round of Occupational Wage Survey. In the new WRI basket, total 37 industries have been covered as opposed to 

21 industries in 1963-65 series. 

Telangana, Kerala top in H1 capex; UP, Maha among laggards 

 Telangana and Kerala lead the capital expenditure chart of states in the first half of 2021-22 while the 

biggest two spenders, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra, are the laggards with not even spending a fifth of 

the budgeted amount, thereby pulling down the overall capex by states to a low 28.4 per cent in the period. 

 While UP is the largest in term of capex planned at Rs 1,14,274 crore, it has spent only 20.8 per cent of it Rs 
23,803 crore, followed by Maharashtra with a capex of Rs 59,139 crore but has spent only Rs 8,454 crore so 

far while the smaller states like Telangana tops the list of states with the highest capex spends at Rs 14,814 crore 

in H1 which is 51.9 per cent of the budgeted Rs 28,518 crore for the full year. 

General Council decides to postpone MC12 indefinitely 

 The World Trade Organization (WTO) has announced it will postpone the Twelfth Ministerial Conference 

(MC12) indefinitely. This is the second time the event has been postponed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The WTO General Council reached this decision during an emergency meeting on 26 November 2021. 

 MC12 was originally planned for June 2020 in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. Due to the pandemic, the General 

Council decided to postpone the event until the end of 2021 and moved it to Geneva, with Kazakhstan chairing. 

This marks the second time that the pandemic has forced a postponement of the 12
th

 Ministerial 

Conference. The meeting was originally due to take place in June 2020 in Nur-Sultan, Kazakhstan. 

The World Trade Organization (WTO) is an intergovernmental organization that regulates and facilitates 

international trade between nations. Governments use the organization to establish, revise, and enforce the rules that 

govern international trade. It officially commenced operations on 1 January 1995, pursuant to the 1994 

Marrakesh Agreement, thus replacing the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) that had been 
established in 1948. The WTO is the world‘s largest international economic organization, with 164 member 

states representing over 98% of global trade and global GDP. The WTO is headquartered in Geneva, 

Switzerland. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is a Nigerian-American economist, fair trade leader, environmental 
sustainability advocate, human welfare champion, sustainable finance maven and global development expert. Since 

March 2021, Okonjo-Iweala is serving as Director-General of the World Trade Organization. Notably, she is the 

first woman and first African to lead the WTO as Director-General. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Inventions/Discoveries 

NASA launched test mission of asteroid-deflecting spacecraft 

 SpaceX launched NASA‘s planetary defense mission, Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART), on a 
Falcon 9 rocket from the Vandenberg Space Force Base in California. The mission is an attempt to 

understand how to deflect an asteroid off a collision course toward Earth. 

 A SpaceX rocket was blasted off from California as NASA seeks to demonstrate a first-of-its-kind 

planetary defense system, designed to deflect an asteroid from a potential doomsday collision with Earth. 

The DART mission will test NASA‘s ability to alter an asteroid‘s trajectory with kinetic force - crashing a 

robot spacecraft into it at high speed and nudging the space boulder just enough to keep our planet out of harm‘s 
way. 

 DART‘s target is a tiny fraction of the size of the cataclysmic Chicxulub asteroid that slammed into Earth 

about 66 million years ago, killing most of the planet‘s animal species. It is not on a path that will cause it to 
hit Earth in the foreseeable future. 

 ―Asteroid Dimorphos: we‘re coming for you!‖ NASA tweeted after the launch. The goal is to slightly alter 

the trajectory of Dimorphos, a ―moonlet‖ around 525 feet (160 meters, or two Statues of Liberty) wide that 

circles a much larger asteroid called Didymos (2,500 feet in diameter). The pair orbit the Sun together. ―What 

we‘re trying to learn is how to deflect a threat,‖ NASA‘s top scientist Thomas Zuburchen said of the $330 

million project, the first of its kind. 

Space Exploration Technologies Corp. (doing business as SpaceX) is an American aerospace manufacturer, 

space transportation services and communications corporation headquartered in Hawthorne, California. 

SpaceX was founded in 2002 by Elon Musk with the goal of reducing space transportation costs to enable the 
colonization of Mars. SpaceX manufactures the Falcon 9 and Falcon Heavy launch vehicles, several rocket 

engines, Dragon cargo, crew spacecraft and Starlink communications satellites. SpaceX‘s achievements include 

the first privately funded liquid-propellant rocket to reach orbit (Falcon 1 in 2008), the first private company to 

successfully launch, orbit, and recover a spacecraft (Dragon in 2010), the first private company to send a 

spacecraft to the International Space Station (Dragon in 2012), the first vertical take-off and vertical propulsive 

landing for an orbital rocket (Falcon 9 in 2015), the first reuse of an orbital rocket (Falcon 9 in 2017), and the 

first private company to send astronauts to orbit and to the International Space Station (SpaceX Crew Dragon 

Demo-2 in 2020). 

India‘s first medical collaborative robotics centre coming up soon in IIIT-Delhi 

 India‘s first Medical Cobotics Centre (MCC) is being set up at IIIT-Delhi for promoting related advanced 

researches in the field of medical simulation. Cobotics is a neologism formed by the ―collaborative‖ and 
―robotics‖ terms. Recently at a function, the I-Hub Foundation for Cobotics (IHFC), the Technology 

Innovation Hub (TIH) of Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (IIT Delhi) and the TIH of Inderprastha 

Institute of Information Technology Delhi (IIITD), signed an MoU to set up the MCC at IIIT-Delhi. 
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 The proposed MCC will be a technology-enabled medical simulation and training facility for the young 

resident doctors besides acting as a validation centre for the research outcomes for healthcare robotics and 

digital health. 

IIT Varanasi researchers develop India‘s first device for on-site production of ultra-pure 

Hydrogen 

 Scientists at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), BHU claim to have developed a first-of-its-kind device in 

India for the on-site production of ultra-pure Hydrogen. 

 According to the team, at a time when India has committed to zero net emissions by 2070 at the COP26 

Climate Summit this is a major development in the Nations Sustainable Development Goals, the device is 
100 per cent indigenous and every component made in IIT (Banaras Hindu University) facilities. 

 ―The developed device can potentially change the hydrogen energy prospects in India and make hydrogen 

an energy source for fuelling India‘s transportation and power needs. This technology can be a turning point 
not only in the research areas but also to each and every individual in one way or the other.‖ 

India‘s first veterinary ventilator hospital, in Ahmedabad 

 A Gujarati man, who lost his pet a year ago due to lack of facilities has now opened ―a one-stop solution to 

everything related to pets — a non-profit veterinary hospital with fully equipped OT rooms and India‘s first 

animal vet ventilator‖ in Ahmedabad. 

25% of Indians poor on MPI metric, says NITI Aayog report 

 Basing itself on the National Health Family Survey (NHFS) for 2015-16, the NITI Aayog has said in that year 

one in every four people in India was multidimensionally poor. 

 ―The headcount ratio answers the question ‗how many are poor?‘ India‘s national MPI (multidimensional 

poverty index) identifies 25.01 per cent of the population as multidimensionally poor,‖ the report said. 

WHO avoids Greek alphabet Xi and names new Covid variant Omicron 

 The new variant of Covid identified first in South Africa has been named omicron by the World Health 

Organization. The variants of SARS-CoV-2 are named after Greek alphabets, but for naming omicron, the 

experts skipped two letters Nu and Xi and chose omicron instead. 

 In fact, Nu started trending on social media platforms after the news of a new Covid variant came out as Nu 

was the possible choice for the name of this new variant, which is believed to be more transmissible than the 

other variants. 

 Omicron‖, the new Covid variant that has the world on alert, has been named after the 15
th

 letter of the 

Greek alphabet. The first 12 have already been used for naming other strains. Why were letters 13 and 14 – 
Nu and Xi – skipped by the World Health Organisation?, Many said the letters were avoided for a reason. The 

letter ―Nu‖ could be confused with ―new‖ and ―Xi‖ is part of Chinese President Xi Jinping‘s name. 

 The WHO has played a leading role in several public health achievements, most notably the eradication of 
smallpox, the near-eradication of polio, and the development of an Ebola vaccine. Its current priorities include 

communicable diseases, particularly HIV/AIDS, Ebola, COVID-19, malaria and tuberculosis; non-communicable 

diseases such as heart disease and cancer; healthy diet, nutrition, and food security; occupational health; 

and substance abuse 

The World Health Organization (WHO) is a specialized agency of the United Nations responsible for 

international public health. The WHO Constitution states its main objective as ―the attainment by all peoples of 

the highest possible level of health‖. Headquartered in Geneva, Switzerland, it has six regional offices and 150 

field offices worldwide. The WHO was established on 7 April 1948. The first meeting of the World Health 

Assembly (WHA), the agency‘s governing body, took place on 24 July of that year. The current director-general 
is Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus of Ethiopia. 
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SPORTS 

 

Sports Personalities in News 

India and Bangladesh to jointly host 2031 ICC Men‘s Cricket World Cup 

 The International Cricket Council (ICC) has decided that India and Bangladesh will jointly host the 2031 
ICC Men‘s Cricket World Cup. The hosts were selected via a competitive bidding process which was overseen 

by a board sub-committee chaired by Martin Snedden along with Sourvav Ganguly and Ricky Skerritt 

 The ICC confirmed the 14 host countries for the ICC men‘s white ball events from 2024-2031. It includes 11 

full members and three associate members who will host two ICC Men‘s World Cups, four ICC Men‘s T20 

World Cups and two ICC men‘s Champions Trophy events. Earlier, Bangladesh had organised the 2011 
World Cup along with India and Sri Lanka. It had also organised the 2014 T20 World Cup. 

ICC appoints Geoff Allardice as permanent CEO 

 Australian Geoff Allardice has been appointed as permanent CEO of the International Cricket Council 
after serving the role on an interim basis for more than eight months. Allardice thus replaced Manu Sawhney, 

who had resigned from his position in July. 

The International Cricket Council (ICC) is the world governing body of cricket. It was founded as the Imperial 

Cricket Conference in 1909 by representatives from Australia, England and South Africa. It was renamed as 

the International Cricket Conference in 1965, and took up its current name in 1987. The ICC has its 

headquarters in Dubai, UAE. The ICC has 105 member nations currently: 12 Full Members that play Test 
matches, and 94 Associate Members. Shashank Manohar resigned as Chairman of the International Cricket 

Council (ICC) on 30 June 2020, after more than four years in the role. ICC deputy chairman Imran Khwaja was 

made interim chairman until an election in November. New Zealand administrator Greg Barclay was elected 

Chairman on 24 November 2020. 

India bags seven medals at Asian Archery Championships 

 India bagged a total of seven medals at the Asian Archery Championships 2021 held in Dhaka. India‘s 
recurve archery teams added two silver medals and a bronze on the final day of the Championships. India ended 

the week-long continental event with seven medals - one gold, four silvers and two bronze. 

Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy Finals-21: Tamil Nadu defeats Karnataka by four wickets in Delhi 

 In cricket, Tamil Nadu lifted the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy defeating Karnataka. Batsman M. Shahrukh 

Khan smashed a dramatic last-ball six to help Tamil Nadu defend the T-20 title with a thrilling four-wicket 

win in the summit clash in Arun Jaitley Stadium Delhi. 

BWF gives Prakash Padukone lifetime achievement award 

 Indian badminton great Prakash Padukone will receive the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award this 

year from the Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

 The BWF Council shortlisted the Indian legend based on the award commission‘s recommendation. 

Badminton Association of India (BAI) had submitted his name for this award. 
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 The former world no 1 and the first-ever Indian world championships medallist, Padukone has contributed 

immensely to the game. In 2018, he was also honoured with the BAI‘s Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Hockey: Men‘s Junior World Cup 2021 tournament to begin in Odisha 

 Odisha capital Bhubaneswar is all set to host the FIH Hockey Men‘s Junior World Cup beginning. Odisha, 
being home to Sundargarh-the cradle of Indian hockey, has been sponsoring Indian hockey teams since the last 

couple of years. 

 In addition, the twenty thousand capacity Birsa Munda International Hockey Stadium, billed as the largest 

in the country, is fast coming up in Rourkela in Odisha to play a co-host to the FIH Men‘s Hockey World 

Cup-2023 along with the iconic Kalinga Stadium in Bhubaneswar. 

Harmanpreet becomes first Indian to achieve this honor in WBBL 

 India‘s Harmanpreet Kaur enjoyed a fantastic Women‘s Big Bash League (WBBL) season. The senior 
Indian cricketer has achieved a special honor. 

 She has become the first Indian player to be named the WBBL Player of the Tournament. She has ended the 

regular season as Melbourne Renegades‘ leading batter with 399 runs and bowler with 15 wickets. 

Mumbai City FC become first Indian club to field team in FIFA Global Series 

 Defending Indian Super League champions Mumbai City FC launched the club‘s official Esports team. 
Recognising the global reach of Esports along with its ability to bring fans closer to the club, Mumbai City FC, 

become the first Indian football club to field a team in the FIFA Global Series. 

Squash: Saurav Ghosal becomes the first Indian to win Malaysian Open 

 The Indian squash star, Saurav Ghosal, has become the first Indian to be crowned the Malaysian Open 

Champion - a PSA World Tour Bronze event. The 35-year-old defeated top seed Miguel Rodrigues of 

Colombia 3-0 in 55 minutes to be crowned the champion. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
India last in first-ever pet homelessness index of 9 countries, Germany tops list 

 India has been ranked last out of nine countries in pet care by a new State of Pet Homelessness Index. The 
index, developed by American pet-care multinational firm Mars Petcare in partnership with leading animal 
welfare experts, has found that in India, there are an estimated 91 lakh street or stray cats, 6.2 crore street 

or stray dogs, and 88 lakh cats and dogs in shelters. 

 It measured the scale of pet homelessness and identified the top factors in each of the nine countries — U.S, 

U.K, India, Mexico, Germany, Russia, South Africa, China and Greece — that influence why cats and dogs 
become, or remain, homeless. Each country received an overall score between zero and 10, where 10 signifies 

that no pet homelessness exists. 

 India scored the lowest with 2.4, well below Mexico (3.9), South Africa (4.0), China (4.8), Russia (5.2), and 

Greece (5.4). Germany had the highest score, 8.6, followed by the United Kingdom with 7.0, and the United 

States with 6.4. 

Boita Bandana 2021 

 Boita Bandana is a traditional Odia festival celebrated annually throughout Odisha, India. The name could 

be translated as ―to float ritual boats and worshipping with lighted lamp‖ and comes from the tradition of 

making decorated boats, which are then floated on a river as a symbolic gesture of their ancestors‘ voyage. 

 Boita Bandana takes place in the early morning of Kartik Purnima which is the full moon day in the month 

Kartika in the traditional Odia calendar. 

Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw announces theme-based tourist circuit trains, Bharat 

Gaurav 

 Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced the introduction of Bharat Gaurav. It will be run, by 

both private sectors and IRCTC, in theme-based circuits. The trains will take tourists to all the magnificent 

historical places. 

Major ‗integrated‘ military exercise underway along western front to hone combat skills 

 With integrated theatre commands on the anvil in the country, the Army is conducting a major combat exercise 

with other forces along the western border in Gujarat and Rajasthan to test new concepts and doctrines for 

wars of the future. 

 The theatre-level ―Dakshin Shakti‖ exercise, which includes over 30,000 troops from the Army, Navy, IAF, 

Coast Guard, BSF and intelligence agencies, has led to the ―activation of the entire desert, Rann and Creek 

sectors‖. The stress during the combat manoeuvres is on the use of new weapon systems and technologies with an 

―integrated approach‖ to war-fighting. 

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh inaugurates ISRO‘s five-day Technology Conclave-21; 

Futuristic and Disruptive Technologies to be developed by ISRO 

 Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh inaugurated ISRO‘s five-day Technology Conclave-2021 and highlighted 
the Futuristic and Disruptive Technologies to be developed by the Indian Space Research Organisation, 

ISRO. The conclave is being organized by the Directorate of Technology Development and Innovation, DTDI 

under the aegis of ISRO. 

‗Donate Pension‘ appeal for households in works 

 The government is likely to involve individuals in a voluntary effort to subsidise the pensions of 
unorganised workers, on the lines of the ‗Give it up‘ campaign that targeted the well-off to discontinue 

subsidies on cooking gas, in favour of those that needed it most. 

 The ‗Donate a pension‘ campaign is likely to cost an individual only Rs 36,000 per worker, in a one-time 

outgo that would compensate for the monthly contribution required to be made by the worker during his entire 
work life under the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) scheme. Under the scheme, a 

beneficiary is eligible for a monthly pension of Rs 3,000 from the age of 60. 
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Balasore best marine district in country 

 Andhra Pradesh was awarded the best marine state, which Odisha had won last year. The best inland state 

award was given to Telangana while Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh received the best inland district award. 

 The best hilly and northeastern state and district awards were won by Tripura and Bongaigaon, Assam, 

respectively. 

7
th

 IISF 2021 to be held in Panaji from 10-13 of Dec 

 The 7
th

 India International Science Festival (IISF) 2021 will be held in Panaji, Goa from 10
th

 to 13
th

 of next 

month. 

 The 4 days festival will be organized by the Ministry of Earth Sciences in collaboration with the Ministry of 

Science and Technology, the Department of Atomic Energy, the Department of Space and the Government 

of Goa. More than 100 scientists from different fields will participate and 740 science films from 70 

countries will be screened. 

 The festival theme will be based on Aazadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav with the motto of Celebration of science and 

its promotion by all. 

M.P. launches a slew of ‗cow welfare‘ measures 

 The Shivraj Singh Chouhan Government has decided to set up a tax plan for ―cow welfare‖ in the State 

where gau kalyan (cow welfare) has been at the heart of politics for years. 

 ―A tax plan should be prepared to mop up funds for cow fodder. Similarly, cow products should be promoted 
and cow phenyl should be used in Government office. 

Govt approves continuation of National Apprenticeship Training Scheme for next 5-years 

 Union Cabinet has approved continuation of National Apprenticeship Training Scheme for next five years. 
The cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi accorded its approval for stipendiary support of 

three thousand 54 crore rupees to apprentices who undergo apprenticeship training under National 
Apprenticeship Training Scheme for the period from 2021-22 to 2025-26. Approximately nine lakhs 

apprentices will be trained by industry and commercial organisations. 

 The scheme is a well-established scheme of Government of India which has demonstrated to enhance the 

employability of students who have successfully completed the apprenticeship training. The apprentices who 

have completed graduate and diploma programme in Engineering, Humanities, Science and Commerce 

will be given stipend of nine thousand and eight thousand rupees per month respectively. 

 The Government has approved an expenditure of more than three thousand crore rupees during the next 

five years which is about 4.5 times the expenditure made during the previous five years. This increased 

expenditure on apprenticeship is in line with the thrust which National Education Policy 2020 has given to 
apprenticeship. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
India‘s Praveen Sinha, elected as Delegate for Asia on Executive Committee of INTERPOL 

 India‘s candidate, Praveen Sinha, Special Director of Central Bureau of Investigation was elected as 

Delegate for Asia on the Executive Committee of the International Criminal Police Organization 
(INTERPOL). India running against four other contestants for two posts. The four contestants were China, 

Singapore, South Korea and Jordan. 

 The elections were held in Istanbul, Turkey during the ongoing 89
th

 INTERPOL General Assembly. 
INTERPOL is a vital body for tackling the rising spectre of trans-national organized crimes, terrorism and cyber-

crimes. 

The International Criminal Police Organization (ICPO), commonly known as the Interpol is an international 

organization that facilitates worldwide police cooperation and crime control. Headquartered in Lyon, France, it 
is the world‘s largest international police organization, with seven regional bureaus worldwide and a National Central 

Bureau in all 195 member states. It was founded in September 1923 as the International Criminal Police 

Commission (ICPC), adopting many of its current duties throughout the 1930s. The Secretariat is led by the 

Secretary-General, currently Jurgen Stock, the former deputy head of Germany‘s Federal Criminal Police Office. 

Former Goa CM Luizinho Faleiro wins Rajya Sabha seat 

 Former Goa chief minister Luizinho Faleiro was elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from West Bengal 

becoming the first person from Goa to become a TMC MP. 

‗Indian Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947‘ 

 It is no surprise that the very best of cricket writing moves into the realm of literature. In the anthology Indian 

Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947, veteran sports writer Ayaz Memon curates some of the 

finest pieces that tell the remarkable tale that Indian cricket has largely been. 

 Cricket lends itself to the apt turn of phrase, droll humour, simmering anger and the realisation that it will 
throw up surprises. It offers its chroniclers enough drama to chew on and for them to mull about styles to adopt 

— elegant prose, poetic flourishes, may be some rhetoric and also weave in those threads that bind the willow 

game with life. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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AWARDS 
Forbes-Listed Kerala Entrepreneur becomes first Indian to be honoured with Knighthood in 

Italy 

 Sohan Roy, a Forbes-listed entrepreneur from Kerala and who has a passion for getting noticed in the film 

industry through his unconventional contribution to humanity and the world cinema has now become the first 

Indian who has been awarded the honorary title of ‗Knight of Parte Guelfa‘ in Italy. 

 The knighthood was conferred on Roy for his humanitarian and environmental protection efforts in 

business and movies. The conferring ceremony took place early this week at the prestigious Basilica of Santa 

Croce and the Palagio di Parte Guelfa in Florence. 

 Some of the previous proud recipients are Pope Francis, Stefano Cordero di Montezemolo, Giannozzo 

Pucci di Barsento, Gualtiero Bassetti, Luciano Artusi, among others. His notable works include the 

documentary ―Black Sand‖ on ecological degradation and unscientific mining methods which got shortlisted 

in the Oscars. The documentary is still going strong at various film festivals. 

 The movie ―Mmmmm (Sound of Pain)‖, which he produced was indeed loud and clear about the message of 

environmental protection. This movie brought to light many related issues like climate change in depth. His 

debut documentary and film ―Dams: The Lethal Water Bombs‖ and ―Dam 999‖, respectively, focused on 

the negligence of environmental protection, the most destructive is the disasters caused by dams. While the 

documentary received 23 international awards, the movie ―Dam 999‖ was played in nearly 130 international 

film festivals and became the first Indian movie to get shortlisted in the Oscars. 

IFFI: Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement Award conferred upon legendary filmmakers Martin 

Scorsese and Istvan Szabo 

 The 52
nd

 edition of the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) is underway in Goa. The opening 
ceremony anchored by Padmashri awardee and renowned filmmaker Karan Johar and actor Maniesh Paul. 

 The celebration started with the traditional lighting of the lamp. The 52
nd

 edition of IFFI is also celebrating 75 

years of India‘s independence and 60 years of the liberation of Goa. The newly instituted Satyajit Ray 

Lifetime Achievement award this year was awarded to acclaimed Hungarian filmmaker Istvan Szabo. 

Maha Vir Chakra for Galwan hero Colonel B.S. Babu 

 Colonel B. Santhosh Babu, Commanding Officer of 16 Bihar who was among the 20 personnel killed in the 

violent clash with Chinese troops at Galwan in June last year was posthumously awarded Maha Vir Chakra 

(MVC), the country‘s second highest war time gallantry award, by President Ram Nath Kovind. Havildar 

Tejinder Singh from 2 Medium Regiment has been awarded Vir Chakra, the third highest war time gallantry 

award. 

 Four other personnel — Naib Subedar Nuduram Soren and Naik Deepak Singh from 16 Bihar, Havildar K. 

Palani from 81 Field regiment and Sepoy Gurtej Singh from 3 Punjab — were also honoured with the Vir 

Chakra posthumously. In a coincidence and an honour for Sainik School, Korukonda (SSK) in Andhra 
Pradesh, six former students were among the recipients of gallantry and distinguished service medals 

including late Col. Babu. 

 Naib Soren‘s wife Laxmi Mani Soren, Havildar Palani‘s wife Vanathi Devi and Naik Singh‘s wife, Rekha 

Singh, Sepoy Singh‘s parents Prakash Kaur and Virsa Singh received the Vir Chakra from the President. 

 In the first combat fatalities in 45 years, 20 Indian soldiers were killed in the violent clash after they were 

attacked by Chinese troops in Galwan valley on the night of June 15, 2020. Under Operation Snow Leopard, 

Col. Babu was tasked to establish an observation post in the face of the enemy and he successfully executed 

the task, organising and briefing his troops about the situation with a sound plan, the citation said. 

 Col Babu led from the front with absolute command and control despite hostile conditions to deter the 

vicious enemy attack at his position, the citation read, adding: ―In the skirmish that broke out and ensuing 

hand to hand combat with enemy soldiers, he valiantly resisted the enemy attack till his last breath, 

inspiring and motivating his troops to hold ground.‖ 
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 Naib Subedar Soren led his column and resisted the enemy‘s attempt to push back the Indian soldiers while 

establishing the observation post, the citation said. ―Soren displayed raw courage, fighting with a resolute 
spirit before succumbing to his injuries.‖ 

 Havildar Palani stood bravely and tried to defend his comrades even when the enemy attacked him with a 

sharp weapon. His act of valour inspired other fellow soldiers to fight fiercely and resist enemy aggression, 

according to his citation. 

 Naik Singh was performing duties as a nursing assistant and played a pivotal role in rendering treatment 

and saving the lives of more than 30 Indian soldiers. Sepoy Singh successfully spotted the enemy troops 
while establishing the observation post and displayed raw courage and exceptional combat skills in resisting the 

enemy troops and kept fighting even after he was seriously injured, his citation stated. 

 Sainik School Korukonda raised in 1962 is celebrating its Diamond Jubilee to mark 60 years of its raising 
on January 18, 2022. The names of the 20 personnel killed at Galwan have been inscribed at the National 

War memorial in the national capital. The Army has also built a memorial for the ‗Gallants of Galwan‘ at 

Post 120 in Eastern Ladakh. 

IAF Group Captain Abhinandan awarded Vir Chakra for shooting down Pakistani F-16 aircraft 

 Group Captain Varthaman Abhinandan, who shot down a Pakistan F-16 fighter jet in the aftermath of the 
Pulwama terror attack of February 2019, was awarded the Vir Chakra by President Ram Nath Kovind at a 

ceremony at Rashtrapati Bhawan. 

 The Vir Chakra is the third-highest Indian military honour during wartime after Param Vir Chakra and 

Maha Chakra. The Vir Chakra to Abhinandan had been announced in August 2019 but has been awarded 

by the President now in the presence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Defence Minister Rajnath 

Singh. 

 President Kovind accorded the second-highest peacetime gallantry award Kirti Chakra (posthumously) to 

Sapper Prakash Jadhav for neutralising terrorists in an operation in Jammu and Kashmir. His wife and 
mother received the award. 

 Major Vibhuti Shankar Dhoundiyal was accorded the Shaurya Chakra (posthumously) for his role in an 

operation where five terrorists were eliminated and 200 kg explosive material was recovered. His wife Lt 

Nitika Kaul and mother received the award. 

 The gallantry awards are announced twice a year first on the occasion of Republic Day and then on 

Independence Day. The order of precedence of these awards is Param Vir Chakra, Ashoka Chakra, 

Mahavir Chakra, Kirti Chakra, Vir Chakra and Shaurya Chakra. 

 The Ashoka Chakra is India‘s highest peacetime military decoration awarded for valour, courageous action 

or self-sacrifice away from the battlefield. Naik Narbahadur Thapa, Havildar Bachittar Singh and Flight 
Lieutenant Suhas Biswas were the first recipients of the Ashoka Chakra. The medal was originally 

established on 4 January 1952 as the ―Ashoka Chakra, Class I‖ as the first step of a three-class sequence of non-

combatant bravery decorations. Assistant Sub-Inspector Babu Ram and Constable Altaf Hussain Bhat of 

Jammu and Kashmir Police have been posthumously conferred the Ashoka Chakra and the Kirti Chakra 
awards, respectively, on the eve of the 75

th
 Independence Day. 

The Param Vir Chakra (PVC) is India‘s highest military decoration, awarded for displaying distinguished acts 

of valour during wartime. Param Vir Chakra translates as the ―Wheel of the Ultimate Brave‖, and the award is 

granted for ―most conspicuous bravery in the presence of the enemy‖. Major Somnath Sharma, was the first 

recipient. Post-independence, new awards were instituted on 26 January 1950, with retroactive effect from 15 
August 1947. The PVC is equivalent to the Victoria Cross in the United Kingdom and the Medal of Honor in the 

United States. Maha Vir Chakra (MVC) (great warrior medal) is the second highest military decoration in India, 

after the Param Vir Chakra, and is awarded for acts of conspicuous gallantry in the presence of the enemy, whether on 

land, at sea or in the air. It replaced the British Distinguished Service Order (DSO). The medal may be awarded 

posthumously. The most MVCs awarded in a single conflict was in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1971, when eleven 

were given to the Indian Air Force. 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Philosophy Day being observed 

 World Philosophy Day aims at promoting the international culture of a healthy, philosophical debate that 
respects people‘s dignity and diversity. Every year, the third Thursday of November is celebrated as World 

Philosophy Day. This year it is being observed on November 18. 

 The theme for World Philosophy Day 2021 is intended to be based on ―different interactions of human 

beings with their social, cultural, geographical and political environment, with the underlying objective of 

better understanding the contribution of philosophy in our contemporary societies and the challenges they 

face‖ in the wake of the pandemic. 

National Integration Day 2021 

 National Integration Day is observed annually on November 19 in India. 

 The purpose behind celebrating this day is to preserve in the minds of the people, the beauty of unity in 

diversity in the socio-culturally rich country. 

World Children‘s Day 20 November 

 World Children‘s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children‘s Day and is celebrated on 20 

November each year to promote international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and improving 
children‘s welfare. 

 2021 Theme: A Better Future for Every Child. 

World Television Day 21 November 

 In recognition of the increasing impact television has on decision-making by bringing world attention to conflicts 
and threats to peace and security and its potential role in sharpening the focus on other major issues, including 

economic and social issues, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 November as World 

Television Day. 

 On 21 and 22 November 1996 the United Nations held the first World Television Forum, where leading 

media figures met under the auspices of the United Nations to discuss the growing significance of television in 

changing world and to consider how they might enhance their mutual cooperation. 

 That is why the General Assembly decided to proclaim 21 November as World Television Day. 

International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 25 November 

 The United Nations General Assembly has designated November 25 as the International Day for the 
Elimination of Violence Against Women. As in previous years, this year‘s International Day for the 

Elimination of Violence Against Women launches 16 days of activism to be concluded on the 10
th

 of 

December 2020 — the day that commemorates the International Human Rights Day. Several public events are 

being coordinated and iconic buildings and landmarks will be ‗oranged‘ to recall the need for a violence-free 

future. 

 2021 Theme: Orange the World: End Violence against Women Now! 

National Milk Day 

 National Milk Day is observed across India on November 26 in memory of the father of the white revolution, 
Dr. Verghese Kurien. This year, milk day falls on the 100

th
 anniversary of revolutionary personality, Dr. 

Kurien. He played a significant role in ‗Operation Flood‘, which made the dairy farm the largest self-

sustaining industry in India. In the year 2014, the Indian Dairy Association (IDA) took the initiative to celebrate 

National Milk Day in India. 

 National Milk Day provides a significant role in providing information related to the need for milk in 

human lives. Milk is considered to be the first food of a human child and is the food that is consumed 

throughout life. In 2021, our theme focused on Sustainability in the dairy sector. Messages around the 
environment, nutrition and socio-economics helped re-introduce dairy farming to the world. 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 27 

 

Constitution Day in India 

 Constitution Day, also known as ―National Law Day‖, is celebrated in India on 26 November every year to 
commemorate the adoption of the Constitution of India. On 26 November 1949, the Constituent Assembly 

of India adopted to the Constitution of India, and it came into effect on 26 January 1950. 

 Since 2015 was the 125
th

 birth anniversary year of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar (14 April 1891 – 6 December 1956), 

who is known as the father of the Indian Constitution, the government decided in May 2015 to celebrate this 

year ―in a big way‖. The Government of India declared 26 November as Constitution Day on 19 November 

2015 by a gazette notification. The Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi made the declaration on 11 

October 2015 while laying the foundation stone of the B. R. Ambedkar‘s Statue of Equality memorial 
in Mumbai. 

 The year of 2021 was the 131
th

 birth anniversary of Ambedkar, who had chaired the drafting committee of 

the Constituent Assembly and played a pivotal role in the drafting of the constitution. Previously this day 

was celebrated as Law Day. 26 November was chosen to spread the importance of the constitution and to 
spread thoughts and ideas of Ambedkar. PM Modi Speech On National Law Day 2021, 26 November, and also 

The President, Vice President and Lok Sabha Speaker also addressed the program. 

International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People 

 In 1977, the General Assembly called for the annual observance of 29 November as the International Day 
of Solidarity with the Palestinian People. On that day, in 1947, the Assembly adopted the resolution on the 
partition of Palestine. 

 The resolution on the observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People also 

encourages Member States to continue to give the widest support and publicity to the observance of the Day of 

Solidarity. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. Recently, Food Corporation of India (FCI) has developed its first state-of-art laboratory for in house testing of food 

grain samples in _______. 
 (a) Punjab (b) Madhya Pradesh (c) Odisha (d) Haryana 

 

2. Which of the following has secured the first position among 29 states and Union Territories in the Indian Police 
Foundation‘s list of ‗Smart Policing‘ index? 

 (a) Assam (b) Andhra Pradesh (c) Puducherry (d) Delhi 

 

3. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the ‗InFinity Forum‘, a two -day thought leadership Forum on FinTech. 
Which of the following is not among partner countries in the first edition of the forum? 

 (a) Indonesia (b) South Africa (c) Japan (d) United Kingdom 

 
4. Which of the following cities was adjudged India‘s cleanest city for the fifth year in a row in the central 

government‘s annual cleanliness survey? 

 (a) Indore (b) Gulbarga (c) Navi Mumbai (d) Vijayawada 

 
5. Which of the following countries plans to build the world‘s first ―Bitcoin City‖, funded initially by bitcoin-backed 

bonds? 

 (a) Chile (b) Argentina (c) El Salvador (d) Brazil 
 

6. Which of the following countries has been ranked top out of nine countries in pet care by a new State of Pet 

Homelessness Index? 
 (a) Germany (b) France (c) India (d) Sweden 

 

7. Who has been recently appointed as permanent CEO of the International Cricket Council? 

 (a) Tom Moody (b) Geoff Allardice (c) Mohammad Danish (d) Kapil Dev 
 

8. Recently, The International Cricket Council (ICC) has decided that _______ will jointly host the 2031 ICC Men‘s 

Cricket World Cup. 
 (a) India and Bangladesh  (b) India and Sri Lanka 

 (c) Bangladesh and Pakistan (d) Sri Lanka and Afghanistan 

 
9. Every year, the third _______ of November is celebrated as World Philosophy Day. 

 (a) Monday (b) Wednesday (c) Thursday (d) Saturday 

 

10. The newly instituted Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement award this year was awarded to acclaimed Hungarian 
filmmaker _______. 

 (a) Chris Martha (b) Svitre Nasdo (c) Istvan Szabo (d) Luther Histric 

 
11. Recently, On the occasion of World Fisheries Day celebration which of the following states was awarded the best 

marine state in India? 

 (a) Odisha (b) Andhra Pradesh (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Maharashtra 

 
12. Recently, Former Goa Chief Minister Luizinho Faleiro was elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from _______ 

becoming the first person from Goa to become a TMC MP. 

 (a) Assam (b) West Bengal (c) Odisha (d) Andhra Pradesh 
 

13. India and its neighbouring countries sharing the trans-boundary Ganga-Brahmaputra-Meghna basins are planning to 

develop a Hydrological SOS system. The GBM river basin system does not cut across which of the following 
countries? 

 (a) India (b) Myanmar (c) Bhutan (d) Bangladesh 
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14. Which of the following Indian states has decided to set up a tax plan for ―cow welfare‖ in the state? 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Haryana (c) Gujarat (d) Madhya Pradesh 
 

15. Recently, which of the following countries ousted Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has been reinstated following 

last month‘s coup when he was put under house arrest? 

 (a) Syria (b) Zambia (c) Sudan (d) Eritrea 
 

16. Recently, In a bid to raise awareness on cyber frauds and how to prevent them, a campaign called Mooh Band 

Rakho was launched by the _______. 
 (a) Axis Bank (b) HDFC Bank (c) ICICI Bank (d) IDFC First Bank 

 

17. Who among the following was awarded the Vir Chakra by President Ram Nath Kovind at a ceremony at 
Rashtrapati Bhawan recently? 

 (a) Group Captain Varthaman Abhinandan (b) Major Milind Mishra 

 (c) Captain Atul Pandya  (d) Major Vidit Chandwani 

 
18. India‘s first Medical Cobotics Centre (MCC) is being set up at _______ for promoting related advanced researches 

in the field of medical simulation. 

 (a) IIIT-Delhi (b) IIIT- Hyderabad (c) IIIT-Coimbatore (d) IIIT-Bengaluru 
 

19. In cricket, which of the following teams lifted the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy? 

 (a) Tamil Nadu (b) Karnataka (c) Kerala (d) Gujarat 
 

20. Who among the following will receive the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award this year from the Badminton 

World Federation (BWF)? 

 (a) Pullela Gopichand (b) Kidambi Srikanth (c) Prakash Padukone (d) Atul Kulkarni 
 

21. Recently, NITI Aayog under the Indo-German Cooperation has released the inaugural Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDG) Urban Index and Dashboard 2021-22. Which city topped the Index? 
 (a) Shimla (b) Chandigarh (c) Kochi (d) Bhopal 

 

22. Recently, SBI Research has upgraded India‘s GDP growth projection for financial year 2022 to the range of 

_______. 
 (a) 7.3%-7.6%. (b) 8.4%-8.7% (c) 9.3%-9.6%. (d) 10.4%-10.6% 

 

23. Recently, The Centre launched the first ever All India Survey of Domestic Workers (DWs), which will be 
undertaken by the _______. 

 (a) Labour Bureau (b) NITI Aayog (c) NABARD (d) FCI 

 
24. The Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) Mission is associated with: 

 (a) ESA (b) NASA (c) ISRO (d) JAXSA 

 

25. Recently, Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid has been reappointed as Prime Minister of _______. 
 (a) Saudi Arabia (b) Kuwait (c) UAE (d) Bahrain 

 

26. Indian Prime Minister launched multiple initiatives to boost country‘s Defence sector at ‗Rashtra Raksha Samarpan 
Parv‘ at _______. 

 (a) Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh (b) Udaipur in Rajasthan 

 (c) Shimla in Himachal Pradesh (d) Raipur in Chhattisgarh 
 

27. Which of the following companies will soon float a tender for a 20 MW electrolyser to build the country‘s largest 

green hydrogen plant as it aims to achieve net-zero emissions for its operations by 2040? 

 (a) Bharat Petroleum Corporation Limited (b) Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited 
 (c) Indian Oil Corporation Limited (d) Reliance Petroleum Corporation Limited 
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28. Recently, Rumen Radev won a second term as a President of _______. 

 (a) Sweden (b) Greece (c) Bulgaria (d) Norway 
 

29. FIH Hockey Men‘s Junior World Cup 2021 is to be held in: 

 (a) Bhubaneswar (b) Bhopal (c) Ranchi (d) Lucknow 

 
30. World Children‘s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children‘s Day and is celebrated on _______ each 

year. 

 (a) 15 November (b) 18 November (c) 20 November (d) 24 November 
 

31. Recently, Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced the introduction of _______ will be run, by both 

private sectors and IRCTC, in theme-based circuits. 
 (a) Bharat Utthaan (b) India Pride (c) Bharat Gaurav (d) Hindustan Garv 

 

32. Recently, Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav flagged off the first ever All India Domestic 

Workers Survey. The survey will cover _______ districts in 37 States and Union territories. 
 (a) 543 (b) 598 (c) 656 (d) 742 

 

33. Recently, The theatre-level _______ exercise, which includes over 30,000 troops from the Army, Navy, IAF, Coast 
Guard, BSF and intelligence agencies, has led to the ―activation of the entire desert, Rann and Creek sectors‖. 

 (a) ―Purva Shakti‖ (b) ―Bharat Shakti‖ (c) ―Dakshin Shakti‖ (d) ―Shaurya Shakti‖ 

 
34. Name the first airport in Asia Pacific Region to achieve Level 4 Accreditation under ACI‘s Airport Carbon 

Accreditation. 

 (a) Indira Gandhi International Airport 

 (b) Rajiv Gandhi International Airport 
 (c) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose International Airport 

 (d) Devi Ahilyabai Holkar International Airport 

 
35. Magdalena Andersson has been recently approved by the Parliament as the first female Prime Minister of _______. 

 (a) Norway (b) Finland (c) Sweden (d) Greece 

 

36. Which of the following banks has announced the launch of its online platform, ‗Trade Emerge‘, to offer 
comprehensive digital banking and value-added services to exporters and importers across India? 

 (a) HDFC Bank (b) ICICI Bank (c) IDFC First Bank (d) RBL Bank 

 
37. Recently, India‘s first veterinary ventilator hospital has been opened in _______. 

 (a) Bhopal (b) Varanasi (c) Guwahati (d) Ahmadabad 

 
38. The fifth East Asia Summit, EAS Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation will begin in _______. 

 (a) Mumbai (b) Kolkata (c) Kochi (d) Paradeep 

 

39. Who has become the first Indian female player to be named the WBBL Player of the Tournament? 
 (a) Shefali Sharma (b) Harmanpreet Kaur (c) Jemima Rodrigues (d) Smriti Mandhana 

 

40. International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women is celebrated on _______. 
 (a) 18 November (b) 21 November (c) 23 November (d) 25 November 

 

41. Which of the following states recently unanimously adopted a resolution to withdraw an earlier resolution seeking 
abolishment of the Legislative Council? 

 (a) Telangana (b) Chhattisgarh (c) Andhra Pradesh (d) Karnataka 

 

42. Recently, For the first time hempcrete has been put to extensive use to build a house in India at _______. 
 (a) Manali (b) Gulmarg (c) Pauri Garhwal (d) Rishikesh 
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43. Annalena Baerbock has become first woman foreign minister of _______. 

 (a) France (b) Ireland (c) Sweden (d) Germany 
 

44. What is name of the recently inaugurated International airport in Uttar Pradesh? 

 (a) Noida International Airport (b) Kushinagar International Airport 

 (c) Kanpur International Airport (d) Varanasi International Airport 
 

45. As per the fifth round of the National Family and Health Survey (NFHS), India now has more women than men. 

There are _______ for every 1,000 men as per the report released by the Union health ministry. 
 (a) 1,005 women (b) 1,020 women (c) 1,025 women (d) 1,040 women 

 

46. Name the Indian who was elected as Delegate for Asia on the Executive Committee of the International Criminal 
Police Organization (INTERPOL). 

 (a) Praveen Sinha (b) Mudit Agarwal (c) Shivam Bhattacharya (d) Udit Mahajan 

 

47. According to the latest annual ranking of top lenders by global regulators, which is the world‘s most systemically 
important bank? 

 (a) Goldman Sachs (b) JP Morgan Chase (c) BNP Paribas (d) HSBC 

 
48. Recently, The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave its approval for the continuation of the umbrella 

scheme, Ocean Services, Modelling, Application, Resources and Technology, O-SMART of _______. 

 (a) Ministry of Home Affairs (b) Ministry of Finance 
 (c) Ministry of Earth Sciences (d) Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare 

 

49. Name the IIT which claim to have developed a first-of-its-kind device in India for the on-site production of ultra-

pure Hydrogen. 
 (a) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Guwahati (b) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), BHU 

 (c) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Delhi (d) Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay 

 
50. Every year, World Television Day is celebrated on: 

 (a) 17 November (b) 20 November (c) 21 November (d) 24 November 

 

51. The 7
th
 India International Science Festival (IISF) 2021 will be held in _______. 

 (a) Panaji, Goa  (b) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh 

 (c) Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh (d) Raipur, Chhattisgarh 

 
52. Which of the following has adopted the world‘s first international ethics guidelines for artificial intelligence, which 

prohibit the use of the technology for ―social scoring‖ and mass surveillance? 

 (a) UNGA (b) UNESCO (c) UNICEF (d) IMF 
 

53. Recently, Basing itself on the National Health Family Survey (NHFS) for 2015-16, the NITI Aayog has said in that 

year _______ in every four people in India was multi-dimensionally poor. 

 (a) 0 (b) 1 (c) 2 (d) 3 
 

54. Which of the following states launched the ambitious Micro Finance Incentive and Relief Scheme 2021 to incentive 

those making regular payment of microfinance loans? 
 (a) Meghalaya (b) Sikkim (c) Tripura (d) Assam 

 

55. Recently, Petr Fiala was named the new Prime Minister of _______. 
 (a) Sweden (b) Norway (c) Czech Republic (d) Peru 

 

56. Recently, Union Cabinet has approved continuation of National Apprenticeship Training Scheme for next _______. 

 (a) two years (b) three years (c) five years (d) ten years 
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57. Which of the following countries is not involved in tri-lateral exercise ‗Dosti‘? 

 (a) Maldives (b) Mauritius (c) Sri Lanka (d) India 
 

58. Name the fourth Scorpene-class submarine which was commissioned into the Indian Navy. 

 (a) INS Mahatam (b) INS Vela (c) INS Shaurya (d) INS Surya 

 
59. Which of the following steel plants bagged the Energy Conservation Award in the Eastern region ENCON Award 

2021 competition recently? 

 (a) Rourkela Steel Plant (b) Angul Steel Plant (c) Bhilai Steel Plant (d) Vishakhapatnam Steel Plant 
 

60. What is the name of the first Indian club to field team in FIFA Global Series? 

 (a) SC East Bengal (b) Mumbai City FC (c) Kerala Blasters (d) Mohun Bagan 
 

61. Union Government constituted a five-member committee to ensure timely completion of various projects executed 

under the Central Vista Redevelopment Plan. The five-member committee will be headed by _______. 

 (a) P K Tiwari (b) Ratan P Watal (c) Shailendar Roy (d) Amrit Raj Khurana 
 

62. Who has become the first Indian to be crowned the Malaysian Open Champion - a PSA World Tour Bronze event? 

 (a) Manoj Sharma (b) Atul Ranjan (c) Saurav Ghosal (d) Bikesh Mahipal 
 

63. Which of the following states launched the ‗STREET‘ project in select spots in seven districts, which would help 

visitors experience the diversity of offerings in these locales? 
 (a) Punjab (b) Kerala (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Karnataka 

 

64. Recently, The new variant of Covid identified first in _______ has been named omicron by the World Health 

Organization. 
 (a) South Africa (b) Chile (c) Peru (d) Madagascar 

 

65. The ‗Donate a pension‘ campaign is likely to cost an individual only _______ per worker, in a one-time outgo that 
would compensate for the monthly contribution required to be made by the worker during his entire work life under 

the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) scheme. 

 (a) Rs 18,000 (b) Rs 24,000 (c) Rs 30,000 (d) Rs 36,000 

 
66. Which is the first country in the world to legalise drug checking? 

 (a) New Zealand (b) Canada (c) Sweden (d) Portugal 

 
67. Recently, Ministry of Labour released a new series of Wage Rate Index (WRI) with base year _______. 

 (a) 2010 (b) 2012 (c) 2014 (d) 2016 

 
68. Name the first Indian who has been awarded the honorary title of ‗Knight of Parte Guelfa‘ in Italy recently. 

 (a) Amit Jha (b) Sukesh Dinkar (c) Mukesh Lal (d) Sohan Roy 

 

69. National Milk Day is observed across India on _______ in memory of the father of the white revolution, Dr. 
Verghese Kurien. 

 (a) November 16 (b) November 19 (c) November 23 (d) November 26 

 
70. Indian Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947 is penned by: 

 (a) Kapil Dev (b) Sunil Gavaskar (c) Ayaz Memon (d) Atul Vasan 
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. d Food Corporation of India (FCI) under Department of Food and Public Distribution (DFPD) has developed its first 

state-of-art laboratory for in house testing of food grain samples in Gurugram Haryana. 
 

2. b As per the list, Assam Police has secured the third rank in the country with an overall rating of 7.89 out of 10. 

Andhra Pradesh is ranked first with a score of 8.11 and Telangana secured the second position with 8.10 points. 
 

3. c Indonesia, South Africa and the United Kingdom are partner countries in the first edition of the forum. 

 

4. a Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan congratulated the people of Indore, which was adjudged 
India‘s cleanest city for the fifth year in a row in the central government‘s annual cleanliness survey. 

 

5. c El Salvador plans to build the world‘s first ―Bitcoin City‖, funded initially by bitcoin-backed bonds, President 
Nayib Bukele said doubling down on his bet to harness the crypto currency to fuel investment in the Central 

American country. 

 

6. a India last in first-ever pet homelessness index of 9 countries, Germany tops list. 
 

7. b Australian Geoff Allardice has been appointed as permanent CEO of the International Cricket Council after serving 

the role on an interim basis for more than eight months. 
 

8. a The International Cricket Council (ICC) has decided that India and Bangladesh will jointly host the 2031 ICC 

Men‘s Cricket World Cup. 
 

9. c Every year, the third Thursday of November is celebrated as World Philosophy Day. This year it is being observed 

on November 18. 

 
10. c The newly instituted Satyajit Ray Lifetime Achievement award this year was awarded to acclaimed Hungarian 

filmmaker Istvan Szabo. 

 
11. b Andhra Pradesh was awarded the best marine state, which Odisha had won last year. The best inland state award 

was given to Telangana while Balaghat in Madhya Pradesh received the best inland district award. 

 
12. b Former Goa chief minister Luizinho Faleiro was elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha from West Bengal 

becoming the first person from Goa to become a TMC MP. 

 

13. b The GBM river basin system cuts across India, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and Bangladesh. 
 

14. d The Shivraj Singh Chouhan Government has decided to set up a tax plan for ―cow welfare‖ in the State where gau 

kalyan (cow welfare) has been at the heart of politics for years. 
 

15. c Sudan‘s ousted Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok has been reinstated following last month‘s coup when he was put 
under house arrest. 

 

16. b In a bid to raise awareness on cyber frauds and how to prevent them, a campaign called Mooh Band Rakho was 

launched by the HDFC Bank. 
 

17. a Group Captain Varthaman Abhinandan, who shot down a Pakistan F-16 fighter jet in the aftermath of the Pulwama 

terror attack of February 2019, was awarded the Vir Chakra by President Ram Nath Kovind at a ceremony at 

Rashtrapati Bhawan. 
 

18. a India‘s first Medical Cobotics Centre (MCC) is being set up at IIIT-Delhi for promoting related advanced 

researches in the field of medical simulation. 
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19. a In cricket, Tamil Nadu lifted the Syed Mushtaq Ali Trophy defeating Karnataka. 

 
20. c Indian badminton great Prakash Padukone will receive the prestigious Lifetime Achievement Award this year from 

the Badminton World Federation (BWF). 

 
21. a Shimla tops the Index followed by Coimbatore and Chandigarh. 

 
22. c SBI Research has upgraded India‘s GDP growth projection for financial year 2022 to the range of 9.3%-9.6%. 

 

23. a The Centre launched the first ever All India Survey of Domestic Workers (DWs), which will be undertaken by the 

Labour Bureau. 
 

24. b Double Asteroid Redirection Test (DART) is a NASA space mission aimed at testing a method of planetary 

defense against near-Earth objects (NEO). 
 

25. b Kuwait‘s Prime Minister Sheikh Sabah al-Khalid has been reappointed Prime Minister and tasked with forming a 

cabinet that would be the Gulf OPEC oil producer‘s third this year in a domestic political standoff. 
 

26. a Prime Minister to launch multiple initiatives to boost country‘s Defence sector at ‗Rashtra Raksha Samarpan Parv‘ 

at Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh. 

 
27. a Bharat Petroleum Corporation will soon float a tender for a 20 MW electrolyser to build the country‘s largest green 

hydrogen plant as it aims to achieve net-zero emissions for its operations by 2040. 

 
28. c Bulgarian President Rumen Radev won a second term in office by a wide margin as voters in the European Union‘s 

poorest country backed his strong anti-corruption message, exit polls showed. 

 
29. a Odisha capital Bhubaneswar is all set to host the FIH Hockey Men‘s Junior World Cup beginning. 

 

30. c World Children‘s Day was first established in 1954 as Universal Children‘s Day and is celebrated on 20 November 

each year to promote international togetherness, awareness among children worldwide, and improving children‘s 
welfare. 

 

31. c Minister of Railways Ashwini Vaishnaw has announced the introduction of Bharat Gaurav. It will be run, by both 

private sectors and IRCTC, in theme-based circuits. 
 

32. d Labour and Employment Minister Bhupender Yadav flagged off the first ever All India Domestic Workers Survey. 

The survey will cover 742 districts in 37 States and Union territories. 
 

33. c The theatre-level ―Dakshin Shakti‖ exercise, which includes over 30,000 troops from the Army, Navy, IAF, Coast 
Guard, BSF and intelligence agencies, has led to the ―activation of the entire desert, Rann and Creek sectors‖. 

 

34. a Delhi‘s Indira Gandhi International Airport is set to become Net Zero Carbon Emission Airport by 2030. 
 

35. c Sweden‘s parliament approved Magdalena Andersson as the country‘s first female prime minister, tapping the 

finance minister who recently became the new leader of the Social Democratic party. 

 

36. b ICICI Bank has announced the launch of its online platform, ‗Trade Emerge‘, to offer comprehensive digital 
banking and value-added services to exporters and importers across India. 

 

37. d A Gujarati man, who lost his pet a year ago due to lack of facilities has now opened ―a one-stop solution to 

everything related to pets — a non-profit veterinary hospital with fully equipped OT rooms and India‘s first animal 
vet ventilator‖ in Ahmedabad. 

 

38. b The fifth East Asia Summit, EAS Conference on Maritime Security Cooperation will begin in Kolkata. 
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39. b India‘s Harmanpreet Kaur enjoyed a fantastic Women‘s Big Bash League (WBBL) season. 

 
40. d International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women 25 November. 

 

41. c A day after passing a Bill to repeal two laws that were cleared last year as part of the YSRCP government‘s 

contentious move to set up three different state capitals, the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly unanimously 
adopted a resolution to withdraw an earlier resolution seeking abolishment of the Legislative Council.  

 

42. c An architect couple has built a sprawling 5-room house in Yamkeshwar block of Pauri Garhwal district, using 
‗hempcrete‘ – a mixture of parts of ―bhang‖ or hemp plant, lime, wood, mud, water and other minerals – which can 

be used as a green alternative to concrete. 

 
43. d Green party co-leader Annalena Baerbock has become Germany‘s first woman foreign minister, as the country‘s 

incoming coalition government takes shape. 

 

44. a With the foundation-laying ceremony for the Noida International Airport, Uttar Pradesh is now on its way to 
having five international airports, the highest for any state in India. 

 

45. b As per the fifth round of the National Family and Health Survey (NFHS), India now has more women than men. 
There are 1,020 women for every 1,000 men as per the report released by the Union health ministry. 

 

46. a India‘s candidate, Praveen Sinha, Special Director of Central Bureau of Investigation was elected as Delegate for 
Asia on the Executive Committee of the International Criminal Police Organization (INTERPOL). 

 

47. b JP Morgan Chase has become the world‘s most systemically important bank once again according to the latest 

annual ranking of top lenders by global regulators, with BNP Paribas and Goldman Sachs also now deemed more 
systemic. 

 

48. c The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs gave its approval for the continuation of the umbrella scheme, Ocean 

Services, Modelling, Application, Resources and Technology, O-SMART of Ministry of Earth Sciences for 
implementation during the period from 2021-26 at an overall cost of 2 thousand 177 crore rupees. 

 

49. b Scientists at Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), BHU claim to have developed a first-of-its-kind device in India 

for the on-site production of ultra-pure Hydrogen. 
 

50. c In recognition of the increasing impact television has on decision-making by bringing world attention to conflicts 

and threats to peace and security and its potential role in sharpening the focus on other major issues, including 

economic and social issues, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 21 November as World Television 
Day. 

 

51. a The 7
th
 India International Science Festival (IISF) 2021 will be held in Panaji, Goa from 10

th
 to 13

th
 of next month. 

 
52. b UNESCO has adopted the world‘s first international ethics guidelines for artificial intelligence, which prohibit the 

use of the technology for ―social scoring‖ and mass surveillance. 
 

53. b Basing itself on the National Health Family Survey (NHFS) for 2015-16, the NITI Aayog has said in that year one 
in every four people in India was multi-dimensionally poor. 

 

54. d Assam chief minister Himanta Biswa Sarma launched the ambitious Assam Micro Finance Incentive and Relief 

Scheme 2021 to incentive those making regular payment of microfinance loans. 
 

55. c Right-winger Petr Fiala was named the Czech Republic‘s new prime minister in an unusual ceremony, with 

wheelchair-bound President Milos Zeman speaking from behind a plastic barrier because he has Covid-19. 
 

56. c Union Cabinet has approved continuation of National Apprenticeship Training Scheme for next five years. 
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57. b ―The aim of India-Maldives-Sri Lanka tri-lateral exercise ‗Dosti‘ is to further fortify the friendship, enhance mutual 

operational capability, and exercise interoperability and to build cooperation between the Coast Guards of 
Maldives, India and Sri Lanka,‖. 

 

58. b INS Vela, the fourth Scorpene-class submarine was commissioned into the Indian Navy. 

 
59. a The Rourkela Steel Plant of Steel Authority of India Limited (SAIL) bagged the Energy Conservation Award in the 

Eastern region ENCON Award 2021 competition. 

 
60. b Mumbai City FC become first Indian club to field team in FIFA Global Series. 

 

61. b The five-member committee will be headed by former finance secretary Ratan P Watal. Deputy CAG P K Tiwari, 
former director of L&T Shailendar Roy, IIT Delhi professor Mausam and ministry‘s joint secretary have been 

included in the committee. 

 

62. c The Indian squash star, Saurav Ghosal, has become the first Indian to be crowned the Malaysian Open Champion - 
a PSA World Tour Bronze event. 

 

63. b In a pioneering initiative to take tourism deep into the state‘s interiors and rural hinterland, Kerala Tourism will 
launch the ‗STREET‘ project in select spots in seven districts, which would help visitors experience the diversity of 

offerings in these locales. 

 
64. a The new variant of Covid identified first in South Africa has been named omicron by the World Health 

Organization. 

 

65. d The ‗Donate a pension‘ campaign is likely to cost an individual only Rs 36,000 per worker, in a one-time outgo that 
would compensate for the monthly contribution required to be made by the worker during his entire work life under 

the Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan (PM-SYM) scheme. 

 
66. a New Zealand made drug checking permanent by enacting a bill allowing a pilot programme providing harm 

reduction services at festivals to continue and extend its operations. 

 

67. d Ministry of Labour released a new series of Wage Rate Index (WRI) with base year 2016, being compiled and 
maintained by the Labour Bureau, an attached office of the ministry. The new series of WRI with base 2016=100 

will replace the old series with base 1963-65. 

 
68. d Sohan Roy, a Forbes-listed entrepreneur from Kerala and who has a passion for getting noticed in the film industry 

through his unconventional contribution to humanity and the world cinema has now become the first Indian who 

has been awarded the honorary title of ‗Knight of Parte Guelfa‘ in Italy. 
 

69. d National Milk Day is observed across India on November 26 in memory of the father of the white revolution, Dr. 

Verghese Kurien. 

 
70. c It is no surprise that the very best of cricket writing moves into the realm of literature. In the anthology Indian 

Innings: The Journey of Indian Cricket from 1947, veteran sports writer Ayaz Memon curates some of the finest 

pieces that tell the remarkable tale that Indian cricket has largely been. 


