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PREFACE 
 

 

Dear Students, 

 

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our 

team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the 

section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations. 

 

 

Happy Reading 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

National 

 

Updated NPR form appears to retain contentious questions 

 The latest form of the National Population Register (NPR) appears to have retained contentious questions 
such as ―mother tongue, place of birth of father and mother and last place of residence‖, according to a 

document compiled by a committee under the Registrar General of India and shared with District Census officers. 

 Though NPR was first compiled in 2010 and updated in 2015, the new questions were part of a trial 

exercise involving 30 lakh respondents in September 2019. The exercise has been opposed by some States and 

citizen groups as NPR is the first step toward compilation of the National Register of Indian Citizens (NRC) 
according to Citizenship Rules, 2003. 

 According to Citizenship Rules framed in the year 2003, NPR is the first step towards compilation of National 

Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC) or NRC. 

 The CAA passed by the Parliament on December 11, 2019 allows citizenship on basis of religion to six 

undocumented communities from Pakistan, Afghanistan and Bangladesh who entered India on or before 

December 31, 2014. 

 There are apprehensions and fears that the CAA followed by a country-wide NRC will benefit non-

Muslims excluded from the proposed citizens‘ register, while excluded Muslims will have to prove their 
citizenship. The government has denied that CAA and NRC are linked and that there are currently any plans to 

compile a countrywide NRC. 

 According to the Annexure: ―National Population Register 2020‖, the respondent will have to specify the 

―name of State and district‖ if the place of birth of father and mother is in India and mention the country‘s 

name if not born here. The form will collect details on 14 parameters of all family members. 

The Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 was passed by the Parliament of India on 11 December 2019. The 

Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019 has been notified on December 12, 2019 and has come into force from 

January 10, 2020. It amended the Citizenship Act, 1955 by providing a pathway to Indian citizenship for 

persecuted religious minorities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan who are Hindus, Sikhs, Buddhists, 

Jains, Parsis or Christians, and arrived in India before the end of December 2014. In case a person belong to the 

aforementioned faiths, from these three countries, does not have proof of birth of parents, they can apply for 

Indian citizenship after six years of residence in India. President of India Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the 

legislation on December 12, 2019. 

India Hands Over Jaynagar-Kurtha Cross-Border Rail Link to Nepal 

 India handed over the 34.9 km-long cross-border rail link connecting Jaynagar in Bihar to Kurtha in Nepal 
to the Nepal government, a move that is expected to enhance trade and commerce activities as well as people to 

people linkages between the two countries. 

 The Jaynagar-Kurtha section is part of the 68.7 km Jaynagar-Bijalpura-Bardidas rail link built under the 

Government of India‘s grant assistance of NPR 8.77 billion. Under the grant assistance of India, the gauge 
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conversion of a 34.9 kms narrow gauge section into broad gauge, from Jaynagar in India to Kurtha in Nepal, has 

now been completed. 

Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia. Nepal has a diverse geography, including fertile plains, subalpine 

forested hills, and eight of the world‘s ten tallest mountains, including Mount Everest, the highest point on 

Earth. Nepal is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-religious and multi-cultural state, with Nepali as the official 

language. Kathmandu is the nation‘s capital and the largest city. The name ―Nepal‖ is first recorded in texts from 

the Vedic period of the Indian subcontinent, the era in ancient Nepal when Hinduism was founded, the 

predominant religion of the country. The Constitution of Nepal, adopted in 2015, affirms Nepal as a secular 

federal parliamentary republic divided into seven provinces. Sher Bahadur Deuba is serving as the Prime 

Minister of Nepal since 13 July 2021. Bidya Devi Bhandari is serving as the second president of Nepal, in office 

since 28 October 2015. She is the first woman to hold the office in the country. Nepalese rupee is the official 

currency of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. 

Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation to be dissolved 

 Based on the recommendation of Principal Economic Advisor of Finance Ministry Sanjeev Sanyal for 

rationalisation of railway bodies by closing down or merging multiple organisations, the Indian Railways 

has ordered to dissolve Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation (IRSDC). 

 ―The stations managed by IRSDC shall be handed over to respective Zonal Railways and all the projects 

related documents shall be handed over to respective Zonal Railways by IRSDC‖. 

 With this step, IRSDC is the second organisation under the Ministry of Railways to be shut down after the 

closure of the Indian Railways Organisation for Alternative Fuel (IROAF) on September 7, 2021. 

Indian Railways (IR) is the fourth-largest railway network in the world by size. There are a total of 18 Railway 

zones. South Coast Railway Zone is the newest and 18
th

 railway zone, headquartered at Visakhapatnam, 

Andhra Pradesh. Ashwini Vaishnaw is currently serving as the Minister of Railways in the Government of India. 

He was elected as the BJP candidate from Maharashtra for the Rajya Sabha on 3 June 2016. The practice of a 

separate Railway Budget was started by the British in 1924 under the recommendation of a 10-member 

Acworth Committee headed by British economist William Mitchell Acworth in 1920-21. On 21 September 

2016, Government of India approved the merger of the Railway Budget with the Union budget of India, and 

thus came to end — a 92-year-old practice of separate rail and general budgets. 

Cochin airport becomes first in India to start hydropower project 

 After becoming the first airport in India to come up through a public-private partnership (PPP) and the 
world‘s first to operate on solar power, Cochin international airport has added another feather to its cap by 

starting a hydropower station. 

 The power plant with annual power generation capacity of 14 million units will be commissioned on 

November 6 at Arippara near Kozhikode. Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan will inaugurate the Rs 

52 crore project. 

 The 4.5 MW run-of-the river small hydro project (SHP) was awarded to Cochin International Airport by 

the Kerala government‘s power department as part of its SHP policy on a Build-Own-Operate-Transfer (BOOT) 

basis for a lease period of 30 years. 

Kerala is a state on the southwestern, Malabar Coast of India. It was formed on 1 November 1956 following the 

States Reorganisation Act by combining Malayalam-speaking regions. Kerala has the highest literacy rate 

93.91% in the 2011 census; the highest life expectancy, 77 years; and the highest sex ratio, 1,084 women per 1,000 

men. Arif Mohammad Khan is the current Governor of Kerala. Kerala is known as ―God‘s own country‖ and is 

one of the popular tourist destinations in India. Pinarayi Vijayan is the current Chief Minister of Kerala, in 

office since 25 May 2016. As per the census 2011, Haryana has the lowest child sex ratio i.e.834 per thousand 

males. Kerala is the largest producer of the rubber in the India. 
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PM Modi launches PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission in Varanasi 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched PM Ayushman Bharat Infrastructure Mission from Varanasi 
with a total outlay of 64,180 crore rupees. PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission aims to 

strengthen the critical healthcare network from village to block to the district to the regional and national 

level in the next four-five years. 

 Mr Modi said, under this Mission, his government will develop the network of treatment and critical care 

units in every nook and corner of the country with an aggressive approach. He said it will work to provide 

affordable, accessible and cheap holistic health care facilities in the country. 

 The Prime Minister said, through PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission an entire ecosystem for 

services from treatment to critical research will be created in every corner of the country. Prime Minister 
said, the mission will establish a system to tackle the menace of future pandemics. 

Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission is one of the largest pan-India schemes for strengthening 

healthcare infrastructure across the country. It is in addition to the National Health Mission. It will provide 

support to 17,788 rural Health and Wellness Centres in 10 ‗high focus‘ states and establish 11,024 urban 

Health and Wellness Centres across the country. Through this, critical care services will be available in all the 

districts of the country with more than five lakh population through exclusive critical care hospital blocks, 

while the remaining districts will be covered through referral services. Under the scheme, a national institution 

for one health, four new national institutes for virology, a regional research platform for WHO (World Health 

Organization) South East Asia Region, nine biosafety level-III laboratories, and five new regional national 

centres for disease control will be set up. 

Ministry of Textiles approves Pilot Project on skilling of Design and Commissioning technical 

personnel 

 Ministry of Textiles has approved the Pilot Project on skilling of Design and Commissioning technical 

personnel associated with the application of geotextiles in infrastructure projects. 

 The project will be conducted concurrently by the Indian Institute of Sciences, Bangalore, Indian Institute 

of Technology, Madras and Indian Institute of Technology Roorkee. 

 The coordinating faculty of the concerned fields of Engineering will look after the implementation of the 

special courses in consultation with the other concerned centres. Ministry of Textiles will coordinate for all 
matters related to conducting these Courses. A batch will consist of a minimum of 75 to a maximum of 100 

candidates and during the pilot phase, two batches are scheduled for each of these three Institutes. 

The Ministry of Textiles is an Indian government national agency responsible for the formulation of policy, 

planning, development, export promotion and regulation of the textile industry in India. This includes all natural, 

artificial, and cellulosic fibers that go into the making of textiles, clothing and Handicrafts. The current Minister of 

Textiles is Piyush Goyal. 

Nine Medical Colleges in UP inaugurated by PM Modi; Says, UP will become medical hub of 

Northern India 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated nine medical colleges in Uttar Pradesh, giving a boost to the 
state‘s medical infrastructure. Modi inaugurated the medical colleges virtually from Siddharthnagar. Uttar 
Pradesh Governor Anandiben Patel, Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Union Health Minister Mansukh 

Mandaviya were also present at the event. 

 The Medical Colleges are situated in Siddharthnagar, Etah, Hardoi, Pratapgarh, Fatehpur, Deoria, Ghazipur, 
Mirzapur and Jaunpur districts. Built at a cost of Rs 2,329 crore, the medical colleges are located in 

Siddharthnagar, Etah, Hardoi, Pratapgarh, Fatehpur, Deoria, Ghazipur, Mirzapur and Jaunpur districts. 

 While eight medical colleges have been sanctioned under a Centrally sponsored scheme for establishment 

of new medical colleges attached with district or referral hospitals, the one at Jaunpur has been made 

functional by the state government through its own resources. 
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Uttar Pradesh is the most populous state in India as well as the most populous country subdivision in the world. 

It was created on 1 April 1937 as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh during British rule, and was renamed 

Uttar Pradesh in 1950, giving the acronym UP. The state is divided into 18 divisions and 75 districts with the 

capital being Lucknow. On 9 November 2000, a new state, Uttarakhand, was carved out from the state‘s 

Himalayan hill region. The two major rivers of the state, the Ganges and Yamuna, join at Allahabad and flow 

further east as Ganges. The state contributes 80 seats to the lower house of the Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha 

and 31 seats to the upper house of the Indian Parliament, Rajya Sabha. 

Government panel to oversee NIPUN Bharat progress 

 The Centre‘s NIPUN Bharat mission, aimed at equipping every child till class 3 with basic comprehension 

and mathematical skills, received a push with the Ministry of Education setting up a national steering 

committee to oversee its progress and provide policy-level guidance. 

 The steering committee, as envisaged in the NIPUN (National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with 
Understanding and Numeracy) Bharat guidelines, will be chaired by Education Minister Dharmendra 

Pradhan. The members include education secretaries of UP, Gujarat, Karnataka and Sikkim, and the Union 

school education secretary and NCERT director. 

In July 2020, the Union Cabinet has approved the new National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 with an aim to 

introduce several changes in the Indian education system - from the school to college level. The NEP 2020 aims 

at making ―India a global knowledge superpower‖. The NEP cleared by the Cabinet is only the third major 

revamp of the framework of education in India since independence. The two earlier education policies were 

brought in 1968 and 1986. The Cabinet has also approved the renaming of the Ministry of Human Resource 

Development to the Ministry of Education. The Ministry of Education (MoE), previously the Ministry of 

Human Resource Development (1985-2020), is responsible for the implementation and formulation of 

the National Policy on Education approved by Union cabinet of India and to ensure that it is implemented in letter 

and spirit. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad is the First Minister of Education in the Indian. He is commonly 

remembered as Maulana Azad; the word Maulana is an honorific meaning ‗Our Master‘ and he had 

adopted Azad (Free) as his pen name. The current Union Minister for Education is Dharmendra Pradhan since 

7 July 2021. Shri Pradhan currently represents Madhya Pradesh in the Rajya Sabha as Member of Parliament.  

Centre notifies 4-year teacher education programme 

 The Centre notified the four-year integrated teacher education programme (ITEP) — envisaged as the 

minimum degree qualification for school teachers under the National Education Policy 2020 — which will 

be offered by about 50 institutes across the country from the next academic year. 

 Dual-major bachelor‘s degrees will be offered under ITEP, integrating basic BA and BSc degrees with BEd. 
The course will help students save a year — pursuing BEd after completing a bachelor‘s degree currently takes 

five years. NEP 2020 states that teacher engagement from 2030 will be ―only through ITEP‖. The course will 

initially be offered in pilot mode in about 50 selected multidisciplinary institutions across the country. 

 The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) under the Ministry of Education has devised the 

curriculum of the course. The four-year ITEP will be available for all students who choose teaching as a 

profession after clearing school. 

 ―Admission for the course will be carried out by the National Testing Agency (NTA) through the National 

Common Entrance Test (NCET). This course will be offered by multidisciplinary institutions and will become the 

minimal degree qualification for schoolteachers,‖ the statement added. 

NITI Aayog approved study on facial recognition tech in India 

 NITI Aayog has approved a proposal to conduct a study on the use of facial recognition technology in India. 
The study, to be conducted by an independent think-tank, will have a budget of Rs 23.17 lakh. 

 The decision was taken on 18 October during a meeting chaired by NITI Aayog Vice Chairman Rajiv Kumar. 
Sources said NITI Aayog member Dr VK Saraswat, who looks after science and technology, highlighted the 

―security angle‖ and flagged the issue of ―misuse / malpractices‖ related to facial recognition technology. 
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The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the 

Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a top-

down model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both 

directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice 

chairman is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.  

4 Indian universities led by IISc Bangalore make it to the Times Higher Education Reputation 

Rankings 2021 

 Four Indian institutes have made it to the Times Higher Education‘s annual Reputation Rankings, that lists 
the world‘s top 200 universities based on votes from leading academics around the world. 

 Indian Institute of Science Bangalore climbs into the top 100 (91-100 band), leading among the Indian 

institutes. Indian Institute of Technology Bombay climbs two ranking bands to 126-150
th

. 

 IIT Madras retains its place in the 176-200 band while IIT Delhi (176-200) appears in the band while IIT 

Delhi (176-200) appears in the table for the first time. For the 2021 ranking, 10,963 experienced, published 

academics around the world cast 150,000 votes, for universities across the globe that they believe have the best 
reputation for research and teaching. 

 The ranking, comprising 202 universities from 29 countries and regions sees Harvard University in the 

United States retain its position at the very top of the table, with Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

(MIT) retaining second place and the United Kingdom‘s University of Oxford climbing two places to third in 

the year it played a pivotal role in delivering a Covid-19 vaccine. 

SC appoints three-member expert committee to probe into Pegasus surveillance case 

 The Supreme Court ordered a probe into the Pegasus surveillance case by a three-member expert 
committee. The committee will be headed by Retired Supreme Court judge, Justice RV Raveendran. 

 A Bench comprising Chief Justice of India NV Ramana and Justice Surya Kant and Justice Hima Kohli observed, 

there has been no specific denial by the Centre on the issue. The Supreme Court will monitor the function of 

the committee. 

 The Court observed that while it is the era of information technology which is crucial for our daily lives, it is 

equally important to safeguard the privacy of citizens. The Court said, while there are restrictions on right 

to privacy, the same are bound by Constitutional safeguards. 

 The Apex court said, restrictions on privacy can be imposed only for prevention of terrorist activities in the 

interest of national security. 

The Supreme Court of India came into being on 28 January 1950. It replaced both the Federal Court of India 

and the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council which were then at the apex of the Indian court system. The 

first Chief Justice of India was Sir H J Kania. Originally, the Constitution of India envisaged a supreme court 

with a chief justice and seven judges; leaving it to parliament to increase this number. At present, SC is 

consisting of the Chief Justice of India and 33 sanctioned other judges. The motto of the Supreme Court is 

‗Yato Dharmastato Jayaḥ‘, means ―whence law (dharma), thence victory‖. It is also referred to – as the wheel of 

righteousness, encompassing truth, goodness and equity. As per the Article 142 of the Constitution, it is the 

duty of the President of India to enforce the decrees of the Supreme Court and the court is conferred with the 

inherent jurisdiction to pass any order deemed necessary in the interest of justice. The Supreme Court has replaced 

the British Privy Council as the highest court of appeal. 

Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya releases Krishi UDAN 2.0 

 Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya released Krishi UDAN 2.0 which lays out the vision of improving value 

realization through better integration and optimization of Agri-harvesting and air transportation. 

 The scheme proposes to facilitate and incentivize the movement of Agri-produce by air transportation. The 

Minister said Krishi UDAN 2.0 is an example of the government‘s collaborative approach towards policymaking. 
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 This scheme will open up new avenues of growth for the agriculture sector and help attain the goal of 

doubling farmers‘ income by removing barriers in the supply chain, logistics and transportation of farm 

produce. 

 The Krishi UDAN 2.0 will be implemented at 53 airports across the country mainly focusing on Northeast 

and tribal regions and is likely to benefit farmers, freight forwarders and Airlines. 

 The Ministry of Civil Aviation plans to be pilot the scheme for 6 months, and, will introduce amendments 
based on the results of the evaluation and consultations with other stakeholders. 

An online platform named E-KUSHAL (Krishi Udaan for Sustainable Holistic Agri-Logistics) would also be 

developed to facilitate information dissemination to all stakeholders regarding the transportation of 

agricultural produce. The ministry has also proposed convergence of E-KUSHAL with the National Agriculture 
Market (e-NAM). The Ministry of Civil Aviation of Government of India is the nodal Ministry responsible for 

the formulation of national policies and programmes for development and regulation of Civil Aviation and for 

devising and implementing schemes for the orderly growth and expansion of civil air transport. Jyotiraditya 

Madhavrao Scindia serves as the Minister of Civil Aviation. He is a Member of Parliament in the Rajya Sabha 

representing the State of Madhya Pradesh. 

India, Kyrgyzstan hold first strategic dialogue in New Delhi 

 The first India-Kyrgyzstan Strategic Dialogue between the National Security Council Secretariats was held 
in New Delhi. The Indian side was led by National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and the Kyrgyz side was led 

by Secretary of Security Council of Kyrgyzstan Lieutenant General Marat Imankulov. 

 The two sides held discussions on threats and challenges facing both countries as well as the regional 

security environment, with special reference to Afghanistan. The two sides welcomed a similarity of views on 

these matters and agreed-upon steps to enhance bilateral security cooperation between the relevant bodies, 

including in the fields of counter-terrorism, combating radicalisation, narcotics control and defence cooperation. 

Kazakhstan is a country in Central Asia, it has borders with Russia in the north, China in the east, 

and Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, and Turkmenistan in the south. The capital is Nur-Sultan, formerly known as 

Astana. Kazakhstan is the world‘s largest landlocked country, and the ninth-largest in the world. Kassym-Jomart 

Kemeluly Tokayev has been serving as the President of Kazakhstan since 20 March 2019. The tenge is the 

currency of Kazakhstan.  

Sex ratio increases in Delhi 

 The sex ratio in Delhi has increased to 933 females to one thousand males in 2020. According to the annual 

report of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics of the Government of Delhi, this number was 920 in 2019. 

 The infant mortality rate in Delhi has also decreased in comparison to 2019. The infant mortality rate per 

thousand in 2019 was 24.19 and in 2020 it was 20.37. Sex ratio is usually used as a yardstick to assess 

gender-based sex selection in a certain region. 

Delhi bordered by Haryana on three sides and by Uttar Pradesh to the east. According to the 2011 census, Delhi 

city proper‘s population was over 11 million, the second-highest in India after Mumbai. Anil Baijal is the 

current & 21
st
 Lieutenant Governor of Delhi. Arvind Kejriwal is the current and 7

th
 Chief Minister of Delhi. 

The Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) Act, 1991 declared the Union Territory of Delhi to be formally 

known as the National Capital Territory of Delhi. Delhi is a Union Territory with a legislature, and it came into 

being in 1991 under Article 239AA of the Constitution inserted by the Constitution (Sixty-ninth Amendment) 

Act, 1991. 

Indian Coast Guard Ship ‗Sarthak‘ dedicated to the Nation 

 In a significant boost to the maritime safety and security of the nation, the indigenously built Indian Coast 

Guard Ship Sarthak dedicated to the nation at Goa. 

 The ship will be based at Porbandar in Gujarat and operate on India‘s Western Seaboard under the 

Operational and Administrative Control of the Commander, Coast Guard Region (Northwest). The ship 

Sarthak is commanded by Deputy Inspector General MM Syed and has complement of 11 Officers and 110 men. 
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 The ship is fitted with state-of-the-art equipment, sensors and weapons which enables it to function as a 

command platform and undertake mandated Coast Guard charter of duties including search and rescue, combating 
maritime crimes and preserving and protecting the marine environment. Indian Coast Guard is a pioneer in 

inducting indigenous platforms and Indian Coast Guard Ship Sarthak is a glowing example of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

The Indian Coast Guard (ICG) is a maritime law enforcement and search and rescue agency of India with 

jurisdiction over its territorial waters including its contiguous zone and exclusive economic zone. The Indian 

Coast Guard was formally established on 1 February 1977 by the Coast Guard Act, 1978 of the Parliament of 

India. It operates under the Ministry of Defence. It is headquartered in New Delhi. 

Government of India appoints Justice Ashok Bhushan as NCLAT chairperson, Justice R 

Sudhakar as NCLT president 

 The government has appointed Justice Ashok Bhushan, a former judge of the Supreme Court, as 

chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). Besides, it has appointed Justice 

Ramalingam Sudhakar, former chief justice of Manipur High Court, as president of the National Company 

Law Tribunal (NCLT). Both the NCLT and NCLAT are getting permanent heads after more than one-and-a-half 

years following the retirement of their respective incumbents. 

 ―The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the proposal for appointment of Justice Ashok 

Bhushan, former Judge of the Supreme Court of India as Chairperson, NCLAT for a period of 4 years 

from the date of assumption of charge of the post, or till he attains the age of 70 years, or until further 

orders, whichever is the earliest. 

The National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) is a tribunal which was formed by the Central 

Government of India under Section 410 of the Companies Act, 2013. The NCLAT was formed as a body with an 

appellate jurisdiction at the same time when NCLT was established as a major reform as per powers granted 

to the Ministry of Corporate Affairs in India. The tribunal is responsible for hearing appeals from the orders of 

National Company Law Tribunal(s) (NCLT), starting on 1 June 2016. The tribunal also hears appeals from 

orders issued by the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India under Section 202 and Section 211 of IBC. 

India‘s largest landfill biogas plant launched in Hyderabad 

 Ramky Enviro has inaugurated one of the world‘s first and India‘s largest landfill gas-to-compressed 

biogas plant at the Hyderabad Integrated Municipal Solid Waste (HiMSW) site. 

 The project is focused on the conversion of landfill gas into compressed biogas as an automotive fuel. The 

project offers significant benefits such as carbon sequestration and reduced emissions of GHGs into the 

environment and contributes to the greening of the automotive industry. 

  ―This project responds to one of the biggest strategic imperatives of how can we make India‘s infrastructure 

development more sustainable, whilst supporting our strategic energy security priorities.‖ The successful 
transformation of one of the largest municipal waste dumpsites in India to a significant source of sustainable 

energy and green auto fuel, is a great example of circular economy innovation at scale, one that is unprecedented 

globally. 

Andhra Pradesh stands first in family-pact suicide deaths in India: NCRB 

 With 19 cases, Andhra Pradesh for the third consecutive year stands at second place in terms of mass 
family suicides after Tamil Nadu in the country, according to the latest Accidental Deaths and Suicides of 

India (ADSI) 2020 report released by National Crime Records Bureau. 

 However, in terms of the most number of victims due to family pact suicides, Andhra Pradesh achieves the 

dubious distinction of standing first in India with 46 deaths from 19 instances, accounting for 16% of the 

pact suicide victims in the country in 2020. 

 Compared to that of 2019, there has been a 35% increase in family pact suicides in the state and a 72% 

increase compared to that of 2018. 
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Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have Five Deputy Chief Ministers one each from Scheduled Caste, 

Scheduled Tribe, backward, minority and Kapu communities. YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is the current Chief 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have three capital cities; there are 

Visakhapatnam (Executive capital), Amaravati (Legislative capital) and Kurnool (Judiciary). Andhra Pradesh 
High Court imposed a stay on implementation of 3 capitals. Andhra Pradesh is the first state to be formed on a 

linguistic basis in India on 1 October 1953. On 2 June 2014, Telangana was separated from the northwestern 

part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly formed state with Hyderabad as its capital.  

Madhya Pradesh government announces scheme to provide free residential plots to families 

 The Madhya Pradesh government has announced a scheme to provide free plots of land to families who 

don‘t own one, so that they can lead a dignified life. Under the Mukhyamantri Awasiya Bhu-adhikar Yojna, 

the state government will provide plots to families that don‘t have land to build their own homes. 

 The scheme has been implemented with the objective of ensuring that every family has the right to a 

dignified life with basic necessities. The scheme has been started to provide residential plots to the eligible 

families on Abadi land in each Gram Panchayat. Under the scheme, district collectors have been empowered 

with respect to the availability of Abadi land, and the maximum area of the plot for allotment will be 60 sq m. 

Madhya Pradesh (meaning Central Province) is a state in central India. Its capital is Bhopal, and the largest 

city is Indore. Madhya Pradesh is the second largest Indian state by area and the fifth largest state by 

population with over 72 million residents. It borders the states of Uttar Pradesh to the northeast, Chhattisgarh to the 

southeast, Maharashtra to the south, Gujarat to the west, and Rajasthan to the northwest. Mangubhai Chhaganbhai 

Patel is the current Governor of Madhya Pradesh. Shivraj Singh Chouhan is the current Chief Minister of 

Madhya Pradesh, having been elected to the same position 3 times in the past, and a Member of Legislative 

Assembly in Madhya Pradesh from Budhni. 

NITI Aayog releases report on Health Insurance for India‘s Missing Middle 

 NITI Aayog released a comprehensive report titled Health Insurance for India‘s Missing Middle, which 
brings out the gaps in the health insurance coverage across the Indian population and offers solutions to 

address the situation. 

 The report was launched in the presence of NITI Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant and Additional Secretary Dr 

Rakesh Sarwal. NITI Aayog Member Dr V.K. Paul, in the Foreword of the report has highlighted the need for 

health insurance coverage for all and said significant challenges will need to be overcome to increase the 
penetration of health insurance. He further mentioned that the government and the private sector will need to 

come together in this endeavor. 

India, Israel agree to form task force to identify new areas of defence cooperation 

 India-Israel Joint Working Group on Bilateral Defence Cooperation has agreed to form a Task Force to 

formulate a comprehensive Ten-Year Roadmap to identify new areas of cooperation. 

 The Joint Working Group is the apex body between the Ministry of Defence of India and Israel‘s Ministry 

of Defence to comprehensively review and guide all aspects of Bilateral Defence Cooperation. 

 The two sides reviewed the progress made in Military to Military engagements including exercises and industry 

cooperation. The Co-chairs were also apprised of the progress made by the Sub Working Groups on 

Defence Procurement and Production and Research and Development. 

Israel is a country in the Middle East, Jerusalem is one of the oldest cities in the world, and is considered holy 

to the three major Abrahamic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. Both Israel and the Palestinian 

Authority claim Jerusalem as their capital, however, neither claim is widely recognized internationally. 

Knesset is the unicameral national legislature of Israel. Israeli new shekel is the currency of Israel. Naftali 

Bennett is an Israeli politician serving as the 13
th

 and current Prime Minister of Israel since 13 June 2021. 

Isaac Herzog is serving as the current president of Israel since 7 July 2021. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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International 

 

Glasgow to host COP-26 summit from Oct 31 

 The UK will host the COP 26 UN Climate Change Conference from October 31 to November 12. This year 

marks the 26
th

 Conference of Parties (thus the name COP26) and will be held in the Scottish Event Campus 

in Glasgow. 

 The most critical climate change conference since the Paris Agreement, the 26
th

 UN Climate Change 
Conference of the Parties (COP-26) is to be hosted by United Kingdom in Glasgow. At COP-26, public, social, 

and private sector leaders will unite to seek solutions, alongside BCG, the exclusive COP-26 consultancy partner. 

 The Convention, the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement call for financial assistance from parties with 
more financial resources to those that are less endowed and more vulnerable. Climate finance is needed for 

mitigation because large-scale investments are required to significantly reduce emissions. 

 The Paris Agreement reaffirms the obligations of developed countries, while for the first time also 

encouraging voluntary contributions by other parties. Such mobilization of climate finance should represent a 

progression beyond previous efforts. 

 According to the UNFCCC, COP26 will work towards four goals: 1. Secure global net-zero by mid-century 

and keep 1.5 degrees within reach. 2. Adapt to protect communities and natural habitats. 3. Mobilise 

finance: To deliver on our first two goals, developed countries must make good on their promise to mobilise 

at least $100 bn in climate finance per year by 2020. 4. ‗Finalise the Paris Rulebook‘: Leaders will work 
together to frame a list of detailed rules that will help fulfil the Paris Agreement. 

Conference of Parties (COP) comes under the United Nations Climate Change Framework Convention 

(UNFCCC) which was formed in 1994. The UNFCCC entered into force in 1994, and nearly all of the world‘s 

nations have now signed on. The UNFCCC was adopted in 1992 at the Rio Earth Summit, which marked the 

beginning of the international community‘s first concerted effort to confront the problem of climate change. Known 

also as the Rio Convention, the UNFCCC established a framework for action to stabilise concentrations of 

greenhouse gases in the earth‘s atmosphere. It is the parent treaty of the 2015 Paris Agreement. It is also the 

parent treaty of the 1997 Kyoto Protocol. 

G7 countries reach breakthrough on digital trade and data 

 The Group of Seven wealthy nations agreed on principles to govern cross-border data use and digital trade, 
Britain said in what was described as a breakthrough that could liberalise hundreds of billions of dollars of 

international commerce. Trade ministers from the G7 reached agreement at a meeting in London. 

 The deal sets out a middle ground between highly regulated data protection regimes used in European 

countries and the more open approach of the United States. 

Group of Seven (G7) is an intergovernmental organisation consisting of Canada, France, Germany, Italy, 

Japan, the United Kingdom and the United States. The heads of government of the member states, as well as the 

representatives of the European Union, meet at the annual G7 Summit. The seven countries involved are also the 

largest IMF-advanced economies in the world. The concept of a forum for the world‘s major industrialized 

countries emerged before the 1973 oil crisis.  
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Abu Dhabi gets world‘s first Warner Bros. hotel 

 The first-ever Warner Bros. hotel in the world is opened in Abu Dhabi. The hotel promises experiences to 
visitors with their beloved stories and characters. The hotel will also tell the film‘s history and offer a 360-

degree city and sea views. Guests can also enjoy wearing their favorite costumes from Warner Bros. movies and 
TV shows. 

 The hotel is built on the popular Yas Island, which is one of the biggest tourist destinations in Abu Dhabi. 

The new hotel marked the opening of the world‘s largest indoor theme park. The guests will see digital 
screens playing scenes from Warner Bros.‘ archives. 

Abu Dhab is the capital and the second most populous city of the United Arab Emirates (the most populous 

being Dubai), and also capital of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the largest of the UAE‘s seven emirates. United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) is a federal sovereign absolute monarchy in Western Asia. Khalifa Al Nahyan is the 
current President of the United Arab Emirates. Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum is the Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai. United Arab Emirates 

dirham is the currency of the United Arab Emirates. It is bordered by Saudi Arabia to the west and south and 

by Oman to the east and northeast. The land border with Qatar in the Khawr al Udayd area is a source of 

ongoing dispute. 

Saudi Arabia is Converting an Oil Rig into the World‘s First Offshore Extreme Amusement and 

Leisure Park 

 Saudi Arabia‘s Public Investment Fund has announced that it will convert an oil rig into a 150,000 square 

meter amusement park and resort located in the Arabian Gulf. 

 Titled ―THE RIG.‖, the project is expected to be the world‘s first touristic destination built on offshore oil 
platforms, featuring three hotels, eleven world-class restaurants, roller coaster rides, and extreme sports and 

activities like bungee jumping and skydiving, all accessible via a ferry, yacht, cruise, or helicopter. 

Saudi Arabia is a sovereign Arab state in Western Asia. Saudi Arabia is the largest country in the Middle East. 
Riyadh is the capital and most populous city of Saudi Arabia. Salman bin Abdulaziz Al Saud has been King of 

Saudi Arabia, Prime Minister of Saudi Arabia, and Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques since 23 January 2015. 
Mohammad bin Salman is the Crown Prince of Saudi Arabia, also serving as First Deputy Prime Minister, 

President of the Council for Economic and Development Affairs and Minister of Defense—the world‘s youngest 

office holder at the time. Saudi riyal is the currency of Saudi Arabia. 

Uzbek president secures second term in landslide victory 

 Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has been re-elected for a second five-year term, winning 80.1% of the 
vote in which Western observers said was not truly competitive despite improvements brought by recent reforms. 

 Mirziyoyev‘s widely expected victory will allow him to deepen his reform campaign and likely lead to 

Uzbekistan opening up further to foreign trade and investment - while retaining a highly centralised political 

system. 

 He has also rebuilt the resource-rich country‘s ties with both Russia and the West and pledges to cut 

poverty through rapid economic growth and gradually decentralise decision-making by devolving some 

powers to district councils. 

The Republic of Uzbekistan is a very landlocked country in Central Asia. It is itself surrounded by five 
landlocked countries: Kazakhstan to the north; Kyrgyzstan to the northeast; Tajikistan to the southeast; Afghanistan to 
the south, Turkmenistan to the south-west. Its capital and largest city is Tashkent. The soʻm is the currency of 

Uzbekistan in Central Asia. 

Denmark PM to become first world leader to visit India in 20 months 

 Denmark Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen visited India over the weekend, becoming the first head of 
government to visit New Delhi in over 20 months, where she was welcomed by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 13 

 

 The last time any foreign leader visited India was Myanmar‘s President Win Myint from February 26 to 

29, 2020 and the then US President Donald Trump. The Danish PM is now in India to discuss details about 
‗Green Strategic Partnership‘. The two countries had held a virtual summit on the topic in September 2020 as 

the two sides want to work together on green growth by focusing on an ambitious implementation of the Paris 

Agreement and the UN Sustainable Development Goals. 

Denmark is a Nordic country in Northern Europe. The Kingdom of Denmark is constitutionally a unitary 

state comprising metropolitan Denmark and the two autonomous territories. The Nordic countries, or the 

Nordics, or Norden (literally ―the North‖), are a geographical and cultural region in Northern Europe and the 

North Atlantic, which includes the sovereign states of Denmark, Finland, Iceland, Norway and Sweden as well as 

the autonomous countries of the Faroe Islands and Greenland (both part of the Kingdom of Denmark). Mette 

Frederiksen has been Prime Minister of Denmark since June 2019. The krone is the official currency of 

Denmark, Greenland, and the Faroe Islands, introduced on 1 January 1875. 

US, Bahrain conduct first drone drills in Gulf 

 The US and Bahrain navies conducted a joint exercise at sea, launching a series of drills integrating unmanned 
systems into regional maritime operations. 

 The US Fifth Fleet, based in Bahrain, announced last month it launched a new task force in the Gulf to rapidly 

incorporate drones and artificial intelligence into operations, saying Task Force 59 would rely on regional and 
coalition partnerships. The announcement by the US Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT) came 

amid maritime tensions between Iran and its arch-enemy Israel, with which Bahrain normalised ties last year. 

Developed Countries push 100 billion Dollar climate finance goal target deadline to 2023 

 UK which holds the Presidency of the summit published a Climate Finance Delivery Plan to provide clarity 
on when and how developed countries will meet the 100 billion Dollar climate finance goal. The new outlook 

states that the goal will be met from 2023. This is three years later than what was committed to by the 

Developed Countries at the Paris Summit in 2015. 

 Developed countries committed to a goal of mobilising jointly 100 billion Dollars a year by 2020 to address 
the needs of developing countries, in the context of meaningful mitigation actions and transparency on 

implementation. The Parties committed to continue delivering on this goal through 2025 at Paris conference. 

 The Climate Finance Delivery Plan calls upon those developed countries who have not yet made a pledge 

should come forward with an ambitious climate finance commitment as soon as possible. 

Penny Black, the world‘s first postage stamp 

 An example of the world‘s first postage stamp, the Penny Black, is being offered at auction. Dating from 

1840, the item is ―the earliest securely dated example of the first postage stamp‖. 

African Union suspends Sudan after military coup 

 The African Union has suspended Sudan from all of its activities until the civilian-led transitional authority 

is restored. Abdalla Hamdok was arrested during the coup. 

 Sudanese General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan had ordered the dissolution of the government and declared a 

state of emergency. Since then, thousands of citizens have mounted protests, chanting ―No to military rule.‖ 

The African Union (AU) is a continental union consisting of 55 member states located on the continent of 

Africa. The AU was announced in the Sirte Declaration in Sirte, Libya, on 9 September 1999, calling for the 

establishment of the African Union. The bloc was founded on 26 May 2001 in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, and 
launched on 9 July 2002 in Durban, South Africa. The intention of the AU was to replace the Organisation of 

African Unity (OAU), established on 25 May 1963 in Addis Ababa by 32 signatory governments; the OAU was 

disbanded on 9 July 2002. Moussa Faki Mahamat is the current Chairperson of the African Union Commission. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 

 

Invest India elected as President of World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies 

 Invest India has been unanimously elected as the President of the World Association of Investment 

Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) for 2021-2023, officials said. 

 Invest India is the National Investment Promotion and Facilitation Agency that helps investors looking for 

investment opportunities and options in India.  ‗‘Prime Minister Narendra Modi‘s untiring efforts at building 

institutions of excellence has led to Invest India achieving this seminal honour, and it underlines the absolute 

faith and trust of the global community in India,‖ an official said. 

 India has made consistent efforts at implementing pioneering economic reforms welcoming business, which 

resulted in Invest India currently facilitating more than USD 155 billion in indicative investment 

potentially creating over 3 million jobs. 

 Invest India, a young startup within the Government of India is now globally acknowledged as the gold 

standard among global investment promotion agencies (IPAs). 

 WAIPA‘s Steering Committee for 2021-23 includes the President, two Vice Presidents - Egypt and 
Switzerland, and nine Regional Directors, Brazil, South Korea, Finland, Kuwait, Costa Rica, Cyprus, Azerbaijan, 

Ghana, and Samoa. 

The World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies (WAIPA) is an international Non-governmental 

organization established in 1995 by the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development that acts as a 
forum for investment promotion agencies (IPA), provides networking and promotes best practice in investment 

promotion. It was established in 1995 under the auspices of the UNCTAD to promote the role of Investment 

Promotion Agencies, IPAs, in enhancing economic development and FDI. The Secretariat has been based in 

Geneva, Switzerland since 1995. Since 2015 its headquarters are established in Istanbul, Turkey, from where 

Waipa serves its 170+ members in 130 countries. 

RBI caps IPO funding by NBFCs at ₹1 cr per borrower 

 The Reserve Bank of India announced a scale-based regulation of non-banking finance companies, which 
include a ceiling on IPO funding per borrower as well as changes in the minimum net owned fund, 

classification of non-performing assets, and capital requirements. 

 Under the new framework, there will be a ceiling of ₹1 crore per borrower for financing subscription to an 

initial public offering (IPO). Under the new framework, the regulatory structure for NBFCs shall comprise four 

layers based on their size, activity, and perceived riskiness — base, middle, upper and top layer. 

The Reserve Bank of India was founded on 1 April 1935 to respond to economic troubles after the First World 

War. RBI was conceptualised as per the guidelines, working style and outlook presented by Dr. B. R. 

Ambedkar in his book titled ―The Problem of the Rupee – Its origin and its solution‖ and presented to the Hilton 

Young Commission. The bank was set up based on the recommendations of the 1926 Royal Commission on 

Indian Currency and Finance, also known as the Hilton–Young Commission. In 1969, the Indira Gandhi-

headed government nationalised 14 major commercial banks. Upon Indira Gandhi‘s return to power in 1980, a 
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further six banks were nationalised. The first Governor of the RBI was British banker Osborn Smith and C.D. 

Deshmukh was the first Indian Governor of RBI. Shashikant Das is the current Governor of RBI. 

Saudi Arabia launches national infrastructure fund with BlackRock 

 Saudi Arabia, advised by the world‘s largest fund manager BlackRock, has launched a national 

infrastructure fund to support up to 200 billion riyals ($53.32 billion) in projects over the next decade. 

 The National Infrastructure Fund will invest in areas such as water, transportation, energy, and health, 

contributing to Saudi Arabia‘s plans to transform the economy and make it less reliant on oil revenue. 

 The fund is one of the development funds of the National Development Fund (NDF), a body created in 2017 
with the aim of supervising and linking together several economic development funds previously spread 
between various ministries and agencies. 

BlackRock, Inc. is an American multinational investment management corporation based in New York City. 
Founded in 1988, initially as a risk management and fixed income institutional asset manager, BlackRock is the 

world‘s largest asset manager, with US$9.46 trillion in assets under management as of 2021 

Kolkata Port introduces long-range marine communication system 

 In view of a much needed solution for providing effective long range Marine communication, the Radio over 

InternetProtocol (ROIP) System at Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata (SMP, Kolkata), was 

inaugurated. 

 ROIP system is being introduced as a marine communication mode, for the first time in any Major Indian 

Port. It shall cover the entire Hugli River Estuary from Kolkata to Sandheads, having base stations at 4 

Locations. With this facility, vessels at Sandheads can be directly communicated via Radio, from Kolkata, 

specially during storms and inclement weather. 

 This is the much-needed solution for providing long-range marine communication, and with this facility, 

vessels at Sandheads can be directly communicated via radio from Kolkata, especially during storms and 

inclement weather. 

India‘s first ‗Skill Impact Bond‘ launched, fund to benefit 50,000 youth 

 The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) launched the first-of-its-kind and the largest ‗Impact 

Bond‘ for skilling in India in collaboration with global partners, involving a USD 14.4 million fund which will 

benefit 50,000 youth by making them employment ready. 

 Along with the NSDC, the global coalition comprises of HRH Prince Charles‘s British Asian Trust, the 

Michael & Susan Dell Foundation (MSDF), The Children‘s Investment Fund Foundation (CIFF), HSBC India, 

JSW Foundation and Dubai Cares, with FCDO (UK Government) & USAID as technical partners. ―The Skill 

Impact Bond (SIB) is also the first impact bond involving public, private partners and a public private 

partnership organisation, NSDC‖. 

National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) is a not-for-profit public limited company incorporated on 

July 31, 2008 under section 25 of the Companies Act, 1956 (corresponding to section 8 of the Companies Act, 
2013). NSDC was set up by Ministry of Finance as Public Private Partnership (PPP) model. The Government of 

India through Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) holds 49% of the share capital of 

NSDC, while the private sector has the balance 51% of the share capital. NSDC aims to promote skill development 

by catalyzing creation of large, quality and for-profit vocational institutions. 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari launches knowledge App, platform CUNSULT 

 Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has launched knowledge App and platform 
CUNSULT. Emphasizing on innovation, entrepreneurship, science technology, research and skill for knowledge 

transformation, the minister said, conversion of knowledge into wealth is the future. 

 CUNSULT app will be a forum for mentors to share their life experiences. He said, the app will allow people 

to learn from the wisdom which has been acquired over the lifetime. 
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 CUNSULT app is the first such global facility by which people who need information, advice, counsel, 

guidance can contact and call up experts in multiple sectors on-the-go. 

 Each expert also gets a unique, exclusive page reflecting their contributions by way of articles and video-

blogs and this serves as their intellectual legacy and helps to promote interest in them. CUNSULT uses the 

framework of context and convergence to instantly connect knowledge seekers and knowledge givers. 

Govt appoints veteran banker K V Kamath as chairperson of Rs 20,000-cr NaBFID 

 The government announced the appointment of veteran banker K V Kamath as chairperson of the newly 

set up Rs 20,000 crore development finance institution NaBFID to catalyse investment in the funds-starved 

infrastructure sector. 

 Parliament had in March cleared the National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development 

(NaBFID) Bill 2021 to support the development of long-term non-recourse infrastructure financing in 

India, including the development of the bonds and derivatives markets necessary for infrastructure financing. 

 ―New approach to building #AatmaNirbharBharat! Central Government has appointed Shri K. V. Kamath to 

the post of Chairperson, National Bank for Financing Infrastructure and Development, a newly set up DFI in 

India,‖. 

BRICS Joint Statistical Publication, JSP Snapshot released 

 The 13
th

 Meeting of Heads of National Statistical Offices of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 

Africa) Countries was held virtually under the Chairship of India. 

 Dr. G. P. Samanta, Chief Statistician of India and Secretary, Ministry of Statistics and Programme 

Implementation (MoSPI), Government of India chaired the meeting. The meeting was attended by 

representatives from the National Statistical Offices (NSOs) of BRICS Countries. JSP Snapshot 2021 for BRICS 

Countries were released. 

 The theme of the meeting was NSOs efforts in monitoring Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) wherein 

speakers from BRICS NSOs highlighted efforts taken so far as well as future plan in terms of data and 

methodologies in monitoring of SDGs. 

Kamath to be first NaBFID chairman 

 The government has appointed veteran banker K V Kamath as the first chairperson of the National Bank 

for Financing Infrastructure & Development (NaBFID). 

 Kamath has been given a three-year term and is expected to play a key role in giving shape to the new 

development financial institution (DFI) that will focus on providing long-term funding. 

 For the former chief of the New Development Bank (BRICS Bank), life has come a full circle and the 

government is keen to tap into his experience in development financing across Asia. 

 The NaBFID Act enables the government to guarantee bonds and other debt instruments issued by the 

institution. In addition to NaBFID, the finance minister has exhorted the private sector to promote DFIs. 

NBFID will be a corporate body with authorised share capital of Rs. 1 lakh crores. Initially, the central 

government will own 100% shares of the institution. This share may subsequently be reduced up to 26%. 
Financial Objective: To directly or indirectly lend, invest, or attract investments for infrastructure projects located 

entirely or partly in India. Developmental Objective: Includes facilitating the development of the market for bonds, 

loans, and derivatives for infrastructure financing. NBFID will work toward financial as well as developmental 

objectives. 

PM Modi approves reconstitution of Economic Advisory Council to Prime Minister 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved the reconstitution of the Economic Advisory Council to the 

Prime Minister (EAC-PM). Noted economist Dr Bibek Debroy will be the Chairman of the seven-member 

Council. It has been constituted for a period of two years. The Council will analyze any issue, economic or 

otherwise, referred to it by the Prime Minister and advise him. It will also address issues of macroeconomic 

importance and present views thereon to the Prime Minister. 
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Facebook goes Meta 

 Facebook is reshuffling its names under a rebranded corporate parent: Meta. Facebook rose to prominence 

over the past two decades with some of the world‘s most recognisable branding: a big blue-and-white letter 

F. CEO Mark Zuckerberg announced the change, saying he wanted a new brand and a clearer corporate 

naming scheme to help focus on what‘s next for the internet beyond social media. 

 The rebrand comes as Facebook faces a deluge of news stories and public scrutiny based on thousands of 

internal corporate documents obtained by news organizations, including NBC News. The documents, 

originating with former Facebook product manager and whistleblower Frances Haugen, reveal internal employee 
dissent over the platform‘s policies. 

 The change was accompanied by a new corporate logo designed like an infinity-shaped symbol that was slightly 

askew. Facebook and its other apps, such as Instagram and WhatsApp, will remain but under the Meta 

umbrella. 

 The change won‘t affect the name of the company‘s signature blue-colored app, which will keep the name 

Facebook. But it will mean a new identity for the corporate umbrella that also owns Instagram and 

WhatsApp. 

 Together with the app Messenger, Meta will own and control four of the most popular smartphone apps in the 

world. The name is a nod to the idea of the ―metaverse,‖ a term for a potential future internet that 

emphasizes virtual spaces. Zuckerberg said the metaverse will be the internet‘s ―next frontier.‖ 

Zuckerberg, who has a longtime interest in studying classical Greece and Rome, noted that ―meta‖ is 

Greek for ―beyond. 

Meta Platforms, Inc., Meta (formerly Facebook, Inc.), is an American technology conglomerate based in Menlo 

Park, California. It was founded by Mark Zuckerberg, along with his fellow roommates and students at 

Harvard College, who were Eduardo Saverin, Andrew McCollum, Dustin Moskovitz and Chris Hughes, 

originally as TheFacebook.com—today‘s Facebook, a popular global social networking service. It is one of the 
world‘s most valuable companies. It is considered one of the Big Five companies in U.S. information 

technology, with Google, Apple, Microsoft and Amazon. Facebook offers other products and services beyond its 

social networking platform, including Facebook Messenger, Facebook Watch, and Facebook Portal. It also has 

acquired Instagram, WhatsApp, Oculus, Giphy and Mapillary, and has a 9.9% stake in Jio Platforms. 

IITF 2021 to be held from November 14-27 at Pragati Maidan 

 India International Trade Fair (IITF) will be held at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 14
th
 of November to 

27
th
 November. The fair held annually, which witnesses record footfall, was not held last year due to the 

COVID19 outbreak. 

 The theme of the fair is ‗AatmaNirbhar Bharat‘ (Self-Reliant India) - the vision of ‗New India‘. Bihar is the 

‗Partner State‘ whereas Uttar Pradesh and Jharkhand are the ―Focus States‖ in the fair. 

In a first, personal loans beat credit to industry 

 The share of personal loans in bank credit has for the first time overtaken overall loans to the industry sector 
during the second quarter of the current financial year. 

 This has happened with loans to industry as of end-September 2021 shrinking by Rs 66,239 crore over 

March 2021 levels, while loans to individuals grew Rs 73,011 crore during the period. According to data 
released by the Reserve Bank of India, bank credit outstanding was Rs 109.5 lakh crore. 

 According to bankers, the decline in financial institution credit to massive firms might be attributed to their 

deleveraging coupled with shifting to the debt market the place cheaper cash is accessible by business 
paper. Some companies are seeing higher money realisations and don‘t really feel the necessity to borrow. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Inventions/Discoveries 

DRDO, IAF jointly flight test indigenously developed Long-Range Bomb successfully 

 Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian Air Force, IAF team jointly flight 

tested indigenously developed Long-Range Bomb successfully from an aerial platform. The Long-Range 
Bomb after release from the IAF fighter aircraft, guided to a land-based target at a long range with accuracy 

within specified limits. All the mission objectives were successfully met. 

 The flight of the bomb and the performance was monitored by a number of range sensors including Electro 

Optical Tracking System, Telemetry and radar deployed by the Integrated Test Range, Chandipur in 

Odisha. 

 The Long-Range Bomb has been designed and developed by Research Centre Imarat, a DRDO laboratory 

located at Hyderabad in coordination with other DRDO laboratories. This will prove to be a force multiplier for 

the Indian Armed Forces. 

Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is an agency of the Republic of India, charged with 

the military‘s research and development, headquartered in New Delhi, India. It was formed in 1958 by the 

merger of the Technical Development Establishment and the Directorate of Technical Development and 

Production with the Defence Science Organisation. Dr G. Satheesh Reddy is the current Chairman of DRDO. 

Arunachal college spots 3 new fish species 

 The Department of Zoology of Dera Natung Government College of Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh has 
discovered three new species of fish of genus Aborichthys of family Nemachelidae, according to a recent 

report. 

 They have been named Aborichthys uniobarensis, Aborichthys barapensis and Aborichthys palinensis. 

―The three fish species are distributed in streams like Senki, Barap and Palin, which are the tributaries of 

Brahmaputra river system,‖ 

Plastic pollution in aquatic systems may triple by 2040: UNEP 

 The microbial community on plastic debris — the plastisphere — now covers the multiple biomes on Earth. 
From the deepest parts of the ocean to the most remote oceanic islands, plastics and microplastics are all-

pervasive. A new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has rung alarm bells: The 

amount of plastics in the oceans has been estimated to be around 75-199 million tonnes at present. 

 Without meaningful action, emissions of plastic waste into aquatic ecosystems are projected to nearly triple by 

2040. It could more than double by 2030, according to the assessment. The report talks about the extreme 
pressures being exerted on the planet due to plastic pollution and the need for urgent action to offset it. 

 The report flagged that under a business-as-usual scenario and in the absence of necessary interventions, the 

amount of plastic waste entering aquatic ecosystems could nearly triple from 9-14 million tonnes a year in 

2016 to 23-37 million tonnes a year by 2040. 
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The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is responsible for coordinating responses to 

environmental issues within the United Nations system. It was established by Maurice Strong, its first director, 

after the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment in Stockholm in June 1972. Its mandate is to 

provide leadership, deliver science and develop solutions on a wide range of issues, including climate change, the 

management of marine and terrestrial ecosystems, and green economic development. The organization also develops 

international environmental agreements; publishes and promotes environmental science and helps national 

governments achieve environmental targets. As a member of the United Nations Development Group, UNEP aims to 

help the world meet the 17 Sustainable Development Goals. 

India‘s 1
st
 state-owned Wildlife DNA lab to open in Nagpur 

 India‘s first state government-owned Wildlife DNA analysis laboratory has been inaugurated at Regional 

Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) in Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

 Currently there are two central government-owned Wildlife DNA laboratory. These are located at Dehradun 

and Hyderabad. The new facility will enable the authorities in Maharashtra to promptly get DNA reports of 

animals hit by man-wildlife conflict or menaces such as poaching, which until now, were sent to laboratories 

in Hyderabad or Dehradun for testing and authorities had to wait for months to get the report. 

 Chief Minister Uddhav Thackeray and state home minister Dilip Walse-Patil inaugurated country‘s first 
state government-owned Wildlife DNA analysis laboratory at Regional Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) 

in Nagpur. There are two central government-owned Wildlife DNA laboratory at Dehradun and Hyderabad. 

Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy launches the Green Day Ahead Market 

(GDAM) 

 Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new market 
segment, Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM). On the occasion the Minister said that we are opening doors for 

Renewable Energy. 

 In the set of reforms including the launch of GDAM any interested party can setup renewable energy 

capacity and sell it to Discoms / industries sell renewable energy. Advantages of free ISTS will be available 

and Open access will be granted within 15 days. Large industries can go green. Our efforts have been to make 

doing the business simpler and GDAM is a step in this direction. 

First planet outside Milky Way Galaxy detected: Saturn-like object is orbiting a black hole 

 Objects hanging in the vacuum of the cosmos orbiting a star have been detected throughout the galaxy, 

these exoplanets have been a source of enhancing our understanding of the conditions beyond our solar 

system. 

 Astronomers have now gone a step further and detected the first planet not just beyond the solar system but 

beyond the entire stretch of the Milky Way Galaxy. This is the first time that signs of a planet transiting a 

star beyond the Milky Way galaxy has been detected. 

 The unique discovery was led by Nasa‘s Chandra X-ray Observatory that has peaked into the spiral galaxy 

Messier 51 (M51), also called the Whirlpool Galaxy. 

 Astronomers have over the years detected over 4,000 such exoplanets, some Earth-like, some hot Jupiters 

and others decaying due to astronomical events in their region. Almost all of them are within the realm of the 

Milky Way, less than about 3,000 light-years from Earth. But the exoplanet in M51 would be about 28 

million light-years away, meaning it would be thousands of times farther away than those in the Milky Way.  

The Milky Way is the galaxy that includes the Solar System, with the name describing the galaxy‘s appearance 

from Earth: a hazy band of light seen in the night sky formed from stars that cannot be individually distinguished 

by the naked eye. The term Milky Way is a translation of the Latin via lactea, from the Greek, meaning ―milky 

circle.‖ From Earth, the Milky Way appears as a band because its disk-shaped structure is viewed from within. 

Galileo Galilei first resolved the band of light into individual stars with his telescope in 1610. Until the early 

1920s, most astronomers thought that the Milky Way contained all the stars in the Universe. 
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India first Asian country to have two container-based hospitals 

 Union health minister Mansukh Mandaviya said that the government is working with a ‗saturation 

approach‘ for affordable and quality healthcare. 

 The pan-India Health Infrastructure Scheme aims to provide a fillip to India‘s capacity to address 
emergent Public Health issues, which, according to the government, will bring about a ―paradigm shift‖ in 

India‘s healthcare infrastructure. 

 The scheme will provide primary, secondary, tertiary, digital and resilient healthcare systems that will 

equip the country to face the challenges of pandemics in the future. 

Mansukh Laxmanbhai Mandaviya is an Indian politician currently serving as the Minister of Health & Family 

Welfare and Chemical and Fertilizers of India. He is also a Rajya Sabha member from Gujarat. 

Shimla in Himachal Pradesh is home to India‘s first oxygen-rich homes at Amila Hills 

 The scenic town of Shimla in Himachal Pradesh boasts of India‘s first real estate project where one can find 
oxygen-rich luxury homes at the height of 6,510 feet. 

 Amila Group, a reputed real estate company, has established India‘s largest and well-organized hill 

development project known as ‗Amila Hills‘, which is 16 kilometres away from Shimla, with the government 

permitting the private builders to come up with various projects. 

 Situated in the outskirts of Shimla, Amila Hills comprises a 5-star hotel-cum-health resort spread across 19 acres, 
luxury residences spread across 35 acres and boasts of world-class amenities like high street shopping areas, a 

temple, a helipad, a world-class clubhouse, age-friendly nature trails, etc. 

India successfully test-fires surface-to-surface ballistic missile Agni-5 

 Surface to a surface ballistic missile, Agni-5 was successfully launched from APJ Abdul Kalam Island in 
Odisha. Agni-5 is capable of striking targets at ranges up to 5,000 kilometers with a very high degree of 
accuracy. 

 ―A successful launch of the Surface to Surface Ballistic Missile, Agni-5, was carried out on October 27 at 

approximately from APJ Abdul Kalam Island, Odisha,‖ the ministry said. It uses a three-stage solid-fuelled 

engine. The successful launch is in line with India‘s policy to have ‗credible minimum deterrence‘ that underpins 

the commitment to ‗No First Use‘. 

 This missile uses a three-stage solid fuelled engine and is 17 metre tall and 2 metre wide. This is the eighth 

trial of the indigenously developed missile which is capable of carrying 1.5 tonnes of nuclear warheads. 

 The DRDO-developed missile has a payload capacity of 1,500 kg of high-explosive warhead. The Agni 
missile is programmed to turn towards the earth‘s gravitational pull after reaching the peak of its trajectory. Its 

path is precisely directed by advanced onboard computer and inertial navigation system. 

 As the missile enters the earth‘s atmosphere, the atmospheric air rubbing the skin of the missile during re-

entry phase raises the temperature above 4,000 degrees Celsius. The indigenously designed and developed 

carbon-carbon composite heat shield continues to burn sacrificially, protecting the payload and maintaining the 

inside temperature below 50 degrees Celsius. 

 India has at present in its armoury of Agni series, Agni-1 with 700 km range, Agni-2 with 2,000 km range, 

Agni-3 and Agni-4 with with 2,500 km to more than 3500 km range. 

Nag River revitalization project approved by Expenditure Finance Committee 

 The Nag River revitalization project conceptualized by Union Minister for Road Transport and Highways 

Nitin Gadkari has been approved by the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC). 

 It is an ambitious project for the people of Nagpur. Mr Gadkari informed that that following the Cabinet‘s 

approval, work worth of 2 thousand 117 crore rupees will now actually begin. 

 A period of eight years have been fixed for the completion of the work under this project. Under it, three STP 

projects, a 500-kilometer sewerage network, a pumping station and community toilets will be constructed. 
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Union Minister Jitendra Singh launches Indian manned Ocean Mission Samudrayan 

 Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Dr. Jitendra Singh launched the Indian manned Ocean 
Mission Samudrayan in Chennai. The Minister said that India has joined the elite club of Nations such as the 

USA, Russia, Japan, France and China to have such underwater vehicles for carrying out subsea activities. 

 The Ministry of Earth Sciences is carrying out deep ocean exploration of the non-living resources such as 

polymetallic manganese nodules, gas hydrates, hydrothermal sulphides and cobalt crusts located at a depth 

between 1000 and 5500 metres. 

 Sea trials of 500 metre rated shallow water version of the manned submersible are expected to take place in 

the last quarter of 2022 and the MATSYA 6000, the deep water manned submersible will be ready for trials 

by the second quarter of 2024. 

 NIOT is indigenously developing a manned submersible designed to carry three persons in 2.1 diameter 

Titanium Alloy Personal Sphere with an operational endurance of 12 hours and systems to support emergency 

endurance upto 96 hours. 

First in India, IIT Madras to launch diploma in virtual reality from 2022 

 The Indian Institute of Technology Madras launched a virtual reality programme, one of the first. The 
diploma programme will be available beginning with the following academic year. 

 The prestigious IIT has partnered with the Japanese business Monolith to provide an advanced diploma 
programme. The VR diploma programme will be offered online and offline, with the first cohort beginning in 

January 2022. Students who are interested in the diploma programme will be able to apply beginning in 

November. 

 The VR diploma programme is open to anybody with an engineering background, including those seeking 

engineering degrees. Every year, IIT Madras will accept 50 students for the programme. 

First planet beyond our galaxy discovered. It‘s 28 million light-years away 

 For the first time, signs of a planet transiting a star outside of the Milky Way galaxy may have been detected. 
―Chandra scientists have found the first possible planet candidate outside of our galaxy Located about 28 

million light years from Earth in galaxy M51, it‘s thousands of times farther away than all the other 

exoplanets detected in our Milky Way,‖. 

 The potential exoplanet, called M51-ULS-1b, lies 28 million light-years away in the spiral galaxy Messier 51 

(M51), also known as the Whirlpool galaxy. ―We are trying to open up a whole new arena for finding other 

worlds,‖ Rosanne Di Stefano, an astrophysicist at the Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics who led the 
study which found this object, said in a statement. 

 According to the Chandra X-ray Observatory, this new discovery is based on transits, where the passage of 

a planet in front of a star blocks some of the star‘s light and yields a characteristic dip in brightness that can be 
detected by telescopes. This general technique has already been used to find thousands of exoplanets. For 

this study, astronomers used Nasa‘s Chandra X-ray Observatory and the European Space Agency‘s XMM-

Newton space telescope to look at three galaxies beyond the Milky Way‖. 

―Stark Reminder‖: Glacier in Antarctica Named After Glasgow Climate Summit 

 A glacier in far-away Antarctica has been formally named Glasgow Glacier in honour of this Scottish city 

hosting the high-level UN climate summit which formally opened, kicking off two weeks of intense diplomatic 

talks on curbing global warming. 

 The 100-km long body of ice, which has been experiencing rapid melting, was formally named by 

researchers at the University of Leeds to mark the 26
th

 Conference of Parties (COP26) of the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), a stark reminder of why such an urgent 

action is needed. ―By naming this glittering giant of nature after the city where humankind will gather to fight for 
the future of the planet, we have a stark reminder of what we are working to preserve‖. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SPORTS 

 

Sports Personalities in News 

IPL gets two new teams, RPSG and CVC Capitals win Lucknow, Ahmedabad bids 

 The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that RPSG Ventures Ltd. and Irelia 
Company Pte Ltd. (CVC Capital Partners) have won the ownership rights of Lucknow and Ahmedabad 

teams in the Indian Premier League (IPL). 

 The RPSG Ventures Ltd. were awarded Lucknow as their home base with a winning bid of a whopping Rs 

7,090 crore. CVC Capital Partners took Ahmedabad as its home base with a second-highest bid of Rs 5,625 

crore. 

Athletics Federation of India signs 3-year partnership with IOS Sports 

 In a first of its kind move, the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) has signed a 3-year exclusive partnership 

with sports management firm IOS Sports and Entertainment. 

 As commercial partners to AFI, IOS Sports will work towards building the federation‘s brand in the 

country and unlock commercial assets and partner with top brands. 

Odisha CM Naveen Patnaik Launches India‘s First FIFA Football For Schools Programme 

 Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has launched the FIFA Football for Schools Programme, which is 
the first for India. The Chief Minister launched the programme during a ceremony at the Kalinga Institute 

of Social Science (KISS) in Bhubaneshwar. The inauguration ceremony was virtually attended by Dr Nik 

Gugger, Member of Parliament, Switzerland along with the President of FIFA, Gianni Infantino. 

 The FIFA Football for Schools (F4S) is a worldwide programme run by the global football federation which 
aims at continuing education, development and empowerment of around 700 million children. 

Indian GM Iniyan wins chess tournament in Serbia 

 Indian Grandmaster P Iniyan emerged winner in the 5
th

 Rujna Zora chess tournament held with seven 
points from nine rounds. He had recently won an event in Spain and his performance here enabled him gain one 

Elo point. His current FIDE rating is 2556. 

Kashmiri girl Tajamul Islam wins world kickboxing gold 

 Tajamul Islam, 13, is the first Kashmiri girl to have represented India and won the gold medal — in the 
under-14 age category — in World Kickboxing Championship held at Cairo in Egypt on October 22. She was 

born in Tarkpora, a remote village in north Kashmir‘s Bandipora district, 56 km from Srinagar. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated AIIA- iCAINE at AIIA on Oct 29 

 Minister of AYUSH Sarbananda Sonowal inaugurated the Incubation Centre for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship (AIIA- iCAINE) at All India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA), at Vigyan Bhavan in New Delhi. 

 The event witnessed representatives from Ayurveda Sector across the country. Besides, a national seminar on 

―Start-ups in Ayush Sector- Scope and Opportunities (AYUR-UDYAMAH) is also being organized on 30
th
 

October as a part of the programme. 

 To promote entrepreneurship leveraging the academic knowledge, the All India Institute of Ayurveda has 

set up an Incubation and Innovation Centre on its campus to nucleate a cluster of new-age ventures. The 

incubation centre will be set up under the mandate of the Ministry of Ayush given to AIIA to nucleate a cluster of 
new-age ventures and to promote entrepreneurship leveraging academic knowledge. 

Tripura launches bamboo cricket bats and stumps 

 Tripura Chief Minister of Tripura, Biplab Deb was presented with Bamboo bats and stumps made by the 
BCDI, Agartala, under the mentorship of NECTAR. In collaboration with BCDI, Agartala, NECTAR carried 
out a pilot project on development of indigenous Bamboo Cricket bats and Stumps. Bamboo bat is made up of 

bamboo glue board technology which is a substitute of wood and a sustainable material. The indigenously 

developed bamboo cricket carries good strokes and it has now been sent to various agencies for Feedback. 

Union Minister for Culture and Tourism G.Kishan Reddy launches Amrit Mahotsav Podcast 

 As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Union Minister for Culture and Tourism G.Kishan Reddy launched 
the Amrit Mahotsav Podcast. This podcast series is a tribute to the persons and movements that significantly 

contributed to India‘s freedom struggle and some of which did not find a place in the conventional storyline. 

 The first series, Zara Yaad Karo Qurbani, went live with an episode based on the Indian National Army. 
New episodes will be added on a weekly basis. Ministry of Culture in a statement said that as an ode to the 

sacrifices made, it is only befitting to salute these heroes by recollecting their stories of courage and valour 

as part of commemorating 75 years of India‘s Independence. 

National Tribal Dance Festival held in Raipur 

 Indian and international dance groups took part in the National Tribal Dance Festival to take place in 
Raipur from October 28. 

 The three-day festival, organised under the tourism development plan of the Chhattisgarh government 
hosted artists belonging to diverse tribal communities from countries, including Uzbekistan, Nigeria, Sri Lanka, 

Uganda, Syria, Mali, Palestine, and Kingdom of Eswatini. 

Union Minister Hardeep Singh Puri to inaugurate 14
th

 Urban Mobility Conference 2021 

 Hardeep S Puri Housing and Urban Affairs Minister Hardeep Singh Puri inaugurated the 14
th

 Urban 
Mobility Conference 2021 through video conference. 

 The main theme of this year‘s conference is Mobility for All which focuses on providing equitable access 

and promote inclusive urban transportation. This session will focus on policies and practices for re-framing 

urban mobility so that no one is left behind. Mr Puri will also present awards to the state and city winners for 
Excellence in Urban Transport. 

Chennai-Mysore-Chennai Shatabdi Express becomes first IMS certified train 

 Chennai - Mysore- Chennai Shatabdi Express becomes the first Integrated Management Systems certified 
train of Southern Railway. The certificate has been given for maintenance and better use of environment-
friendly resources and for offering travel comfort. This is also the first Shatabdi of Indian Railways and the 

second express train on Indian Railways to bag this certification. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
Indian-Origin politician Anita Anand appointed as Canada‘s new Defence Minister 

 In Canada, Indian-origin politician Anita Anand was appointed as the new Defence Minister in a Cabinet 

reshuffle by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, over a month after his Liberal Party returned power in the snap 
polls and amid calls for major military reforms. 

 Ms. Anand, will replace long-time Defence Minister Indian-origin Harjit Sajjan, whose handling of the 

military sexual misconduct crisis has been under criticism. The new Cabinet maintains gender balance and has 38 
members, up one person from before the election. 

 Ms. Anand has a deep background as a corporate lawyer and has worked extensively on corporate 

governance, which refers specifically to the laws and rules in place to manage the operations of businesses. 

 Ms. Anand, along with Sajjan and Bardish Chagger were the three Indo-Canadian Ministers in the 

dissolved Cabinet who emerged victorious in the Parliamentary polls. 

Ram Gopal Varma‘s ‗Dangerous‘ is India‘s first film for sale on Blockchain 

 Ram Gopal Varma‘s upcoming crime drama, Dangerous, became India‘s first film to go on sale as an NFT 
(Non-fungible tokens) on Blockchain. The filmmaker took to Twitter to announce that it has now been sold out 

and wrote that film business will never be the same. 

 Ram Gopal Varma has a penchant for looking at things differently – be it his cinematic angles, his take on 

subjects or mythology – and continuing in the same vein – the maverick filmmakers have now put up a film 

for sale as a Non-Fungible Token (NFT) on Blockchain which can be purchased with any Fiat and other 

currency. 

Shaktikanta Das reappointed as RBI Governor for three more years 

 The government has approved the reappointment of Shaktikanta Das as Governor of the Reserve Bank of 

India for a period of three years. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet has approved the reappointment of Mr Das. The re-
appointment will be effective from 10

th
 December this year or until further orders. 

 The Appointments Committee of the Cabinet (ACC) decides appointments to several top posts under 

the Government of India. The committee is composed of the Prime Minister of India (who is the Chairman) 
and the Minister of Home Affairs. Originally the Minister-in-charge of the concerned Ministry was also part of 

the committee but as of 14 July 2016, is not. 

Azim Premji retains top spot as India‘s ‗most generous‘ billionaire 

 Indian business tycoon Azim Premji has retained his spot as the top billionaire philanthropist of India for 

the second time in a row. According to the Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2021, the former Wipro 

Chairman donated Rs 9,713 crore or Rs 27 crore a day in FY 2021 making him the top giver in the country. 

As per the list, Premji increased his donation by nearly a fourth during the pandemic year. 

 Azim Premji was followed by HCL‘s Shiv Nadar who was placed on second position with contributions 

amounting to Rs 1,263 crore for upliftment causes. Meanwhile, India‘s richest man, Mukesh Ambani of 

Reliance Industries came third with Rs 577 crore contribution. Next up is Kumar Mangalam Birla, Chairman 

of the Aditya Birla Group with a donation of Rs 377 crore. 

 Meanwhile, the second-richest Indian, Gautam Adani has been placed on the eighth spot on the givers‘ 

list with a donation of Rs 130 crore towards disaster relief. Anil Aggarwal, Chairman of the Vedanta Group is 

on the eighth spot on the givers‘ list as he contributed Rs 130 crore. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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AWARDS 
‗Chhichhore‘ makers dedicate award to SSR 

 The late actor Sushant Singh Rajput‘s ‗Chhichhore‘ was presented the Best Hindi Film award. The film 
was directed by Nitesh Tiwari and produced by Sajid Nadiadwala. 

 Actor Rajinikanth was conferred with the 51
st
 Dadasaheb Phalke Award. The superstar dedicated the honour to 

his ―mentor‖ and ―guru‖ the late film-maker K Balachander. 

Rajinikanth receives Dadasaheb Phalke Award in Delhi 

 Superstar Rajinikanth was conferred with the Dadasaheb Phalke Award at a ceremony to honour the 

winners of 67
th

 National Film Awards at Delhi‘s Vigyan Bhawan. The superstar received a standing ovation as 

he walked on stage to receive the honour from Vice President Venkaiah Naidu. A video that had special messages 

for the actor from Mohanlal, Khushbu, Amitabh Bachchan and music director AR Rahman was also played ahead 
of the award. The actor‘s family, wife Latha and son-in-law Dhanush were also present at the ceremony. 

Dhanush also received the National Award in the Best Actor category for Asuran. 

 The Dadasaheb Phalke Award is India‘s highest award in the field of cinema. It is presented annually at 

the National Film Awards ceremony by the Directorate of Film Festivals, an organisation set up by 

the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting. The recipient is honoured for their ―outstanding contribution to the 

growth and development of Indian cinema‖ and is selected by a committee consisting of eminent personalities 

from the Indian film industry. 

 The award comprises a Swarna Kamal (Golden Lotus) medallion, a shawl, and a cash prize 

of ₹ 1,000,000 (US$13,000). Presented first in 1969, the award was introduced by the Government of 

India to commemorate Dadasaheb Phalke‘s contribution to Indian cinema. Phalke (1870–1944), who is 

popularly known as and often regarded as ―the father of Indian cinema‖, was an Indian filmmaker who 

directed India‘s first full-length feature film, Raja Harishchandra (1913). 

 As of 2021, there have been 51 awardees. Among those, actor Prithviraj Kapoor (1971) and actor Vinod 

Khanna (2017) are the only posthumous recipients. The first recipient of the award was actress Devika 

Rani, who was honoured at the 17
th

 National Film Awards. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
World Statistics Day 

 World Statistics Day is an international day to celebrate statistics every year on 20 October. Created by the 
United Nations Statistical Commission, it was first celebrated on 20 October 2010. The day is celebrated every 
five years. India celebrates its statistics day on 29 June, the birthday of the statistician Prasanta Chandra 

Mahalanobis. 

United Nations Day 24 October 

 United Nations Day, on 24 October, marks the anniversary of the day in 1945 when the UN Charter 

entered into force. UN Day, celebrated every year, offers the opportunity to amplify our common agenda and 
reaffirm the purposes and principles of the UN Charter that have guided us for the past 76 years. Usually held in 

the General Assembly Hall of the Organization, at Headquarters in New York, a concert is held to mark UN Day. 

 The theme for this year is ―Building Back Together for Peace and Prosperity‖ for a small audience, according 

to social distancing rules. 

World Day for Audiovisual Heritage 27 October 

 The 33
rd

 session of UNESCO‘s General Conference proclaimed 27 October as World Day for Audiovisual 
Heritage, in commemoration of the adoption, in 1980 by the 21

st
 session of the General Conference, of the 

Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving Images. 

 The theme of the World Day for Audiovisual Heritage is ―Your Window to the World‖. 

World Thrift Day 

 World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on 31
st
 October worldwide to promote savings and financial 

security of individual and nation as a whole. 

 This year, the theme for World Thrift Day is ‗Understanding the importance of savings‘. 

World Cities Day 31 October 

 The United Nations General Assembly designated 31 October as World Cities Day. Urban October was 
launched by UN-Habitat in 2014 to emphasize the world‘s urban challenges and engage the international 

community towards the New Urban Agenda. 

 This year, the theme for World Cities Day is ‗Adapting Cities for Climate Resilience‘ to aware people of the 
effects of climate-related disasters, such as floods, droughts, sea-level rise, heatwaves, landslides and storms on 

cities. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. The first-ever Warner Bros. hotel in the world is opened in _______. 

 (a) Dubai (b) Abu Dhabi (c) Masdar (d) Lisbon 

 

2. Which of the following groups agreed on principles to govern cross-border data use and digital trade recently? 

 (a) G-7 (b) G-20 (c) ASEAN (d) SAARC 

 

3. Recently, India handed over the 34.9 km-long cross-border rail link connecting Jaynagar in Bihar to Kurtha in 

_______ to the Nepal government. 

 (a) Bangladesh (b) Pakistan (c) Nepal (d) Myanmar 

 

4. Recently, Based on the recommendation of Principal Economic Advisor of Finance Ministry _______ for 

rationalisation of railway bodies, the Indian Railways has ordered to dissolve Indian Railway Stations Development 
Corporation (IRSDC). 

 (a) Sanjeev Sanyal (b) Rupak Ghosh (c) Mahendra Kumar (d) Amitav Saha 

 

5. Who has been elected as President of World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies? 
 (a) Divergent India (b) One India (c) Invest India (d) Target India 

 

6. Recently, The Reserve Bank of India announced a scale-based regulation of non-banking finance companies. Under 
the new framework, there will be a ceiling of _______ per borrower for financing subscription to an initial public 

offering (IPO). 

 (a) ₹1 crore (b) ₹2 crore (c) ₹5 crore (d) ₹10 crore 

 

7. Which of the following Indian states has discovered three new species of fish of genus Aborichthys of family 

Nemachelidae recently? 

 (a) Manipur (b) Mizoram (c) Sikkim (d) Arunachal Pradesh 

 

8. According to a new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the amount of plastics in the 

oceans has been estimated to be around _______ million tonnes at present. 
 (a) 75-199 (b) 95-220 (c) 110-260 (d) 125-320 

 

9. Recently, Maharashtra inaugurated country‘s first state government-owned Wildlife DNA analysis laboratory at 

Regional Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) in _______. 
 (a) Pune (b) Thane (c) Nagpur (d) Sholapur 

 

10. United Nations Day is celebrated every year on _______. 
 (a) 22

nd
 October (b) 24

th
 October (c) 26

th
 October (d) 28

th
 October 

 

11. Which of the following Indian airports becomes first in India to start hydropower project? 
 (a) Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel International Airport 

 (b) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Airport 

 (c) Cochin International Airport 

 (d) Devi Ahilya Bai Holkar Airport 

 

12. Which of the following countries is converting an Oil Rig into the World‘s First Offshore Extreme Amusement and 

Leisure Park? 
 (a) Russia (b) Venezuela (c) Saudi Arabia (d) Kuwait 

 

13. Recently, Shavkat Mirziyoyev has been re-elected for a second five-year term as President of _______. 
 (a) Uzbekistan (b) Kyrgyzstan (c) Turkmenistan (d) Kazakhstan 
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14. Recently, In a first, a long-range marine communication system, which will remain effective during storms and 

inclement weather conditions, was introduced by _______. 
 (a) Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port (b) Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose Port 

 (c) Mahatma Gandhi Port  (d) Mundra Port 

 

15. Which of the following countries advised by the world‘s largest fund manager BlackRock, has launched a national 
infrastructure fund to support up to 200 billion riyals ($53.32 billion) in projects over the next decade? 

 (a) Kuwait (b) Saudi Arabia (c) Oman (d) Jordan 

 
16. Recently, Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new market 

segment, _______. 

 (a) Green Day Ahead Market (GDAM) (b) Grown Day Ahead Marketting (GDAM) 
 (c) Green Day Ahead Mixing (GDAM) (d) Greening Day Ahead Mining (GDAM) 

 

17. Who among the following recently received the Dadasaheb Phalke Award at 67
th

 National Film Awards ceremony 

in Delhi? 
 (a) Amitabh Bachchan (b) Rajinikanth (c) Shatrughan Sinha (d) Hema Malini 

 

18. The World Day for Audiovisual Heritage takes place every _______. 
 (a) 19

th
 October (b) 21

st
 October (c) 25

th
 October (d) 27

th
 October 

 

19. Recently, Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that RPSG Ventures Ltd. and Irelia Company 
Pte Ltd. (CVC Capital Partners) have won the ownership rights of _______ teams in the Indian Premier League 

(IPL). 

 (a) Lucknow and Ahmedabad (b) Kanpur and Gandhinagar 

 (c) Patna and Gangtok  (d) Guwahati and Itanagar 

 

20. Recently, which of the following films was presented the Best Hindi Film award at 67
th
 National Film Awards 

ceremony in Delhi? 
 (a) ‗Bharat‘ (b) ‗Shikara‘ (c) ‗Manikarnika‘ (d) ‗Chhichhore‘ 

 

21. Recently, Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has launched knowledge App and platform 

_______. 
 (a) OPENER (b) CUNSULT (c) TWIST (d) THUNDER 

 

22. Recently, ―New Horizon‖ joint navel exercise at sea was conducted between: 
 (a) UK and France  (b) USA & Bahrain 

 (c) France and Oman  (d) Germany and Japan 

 
23. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated nine medical colleges in Uttar Pradesh. Which of the 

following is not among the recently inaugurated medical colleges? 

 (a) Mirzapur (b) Pratapgarh (c) Deoria (d) Saharanpur 

 
24. Recently, The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) launched the first-of-its-kind and the largest 

_______ for skilling in India in collaboration with global partners, involving a USD 14.4 million fund which will 

benefit 50,000 youth by making them employment ready. 
 (a) ‗Impact Bond‘ (b) ‗Compact Bond‘ (c) ‗Constant Bond‘ (d) ‗Unique Bond‘ 

 

25. Recently, Developed Countries push _______ Dollar climate finance goal target deadline to 2023. 
 (a) 20 billion (b) 50 billion (c) 100 billion (d) 200 billion 

 

26. Which is first Asian country to have two container-based hospitals? 

 (a) China (b) South Korea (c) Japan (d) India 
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27. Recently, Indian-origin politician Anita Anand was appointed as the new Defence Minister in a Cabinet reshuffle in 

_______. 
 (a) Suriname (b) Canada (c) Fiji (d) Bangladesh 

 

28. Recently, Objects hanging in the vacuum of the cosmos orbiting a star have been detected throughout the _______, 

these exoplanets have been a source of enhancing our understanding of the conditions beyond our solar system. 
 (a) Meteors (b) Galaxy (c) Comets (d) Intraplanets 

 

29. Which of the following countries Prime Minister will be visiting India, becoming the first head of government to 
visit New Delhi in over 20 months? 

 (a) Norway (b) Denmark (c) Sweden (d) Finland 

 
30. The National Tribal Dance Festival takes place in _______. 

 (a) Bhopal (b) Raipur (c) Bhubaneswar (d) Patna 

 

31. Recently, The Supreme Court ordered a probe into the Pegasus surveillance case by a three-member expert 
committee. The committee will be headed by Retired Supreme Court judge, _______. 

 (a) Justice Jasti Chamaleshwar (b) Justice Gyan Sudha Mishra 

 (c) Justice Arun Kumar Mishra (d) Justice RV Raveendran 

 

32. Recently, The Centre notified the _______ integrated teacher education programme (ITEP) envisaged as the 

minimum degree qualification for school teachers under the National Education Policy 2020 which will be offered 
by about 50 institutes across the country from the next academic year. 

 (a) Three-year (b) Four-year (c) Five-year (d) Seven-year 

 

33. The government announced the appointment of veteran banker K V Kamath as chairperson of the newly set up 
_______ development finance institution NaBFID to catalyse investment in the funds-starved infrastructure sector. 

 (a) Rs 10,000 crore (b) Rs 20,000 crore (c) Rs 40,000 crore (d) Rs 50,000 crore 

 
34. Recently, Four Indian institutes have made it to the Times Higher Education‘s annual Reputation Rankings. Which 

of the following institutes climbs into the top 100 (91-100 band)? 

 (a) Indian Institute of Science Bangalore (b) Indian Institute of Technology Bombay 

 (c) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (d) Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

 

35. Which of the following places is home to India‘s first oxygen-rich homes at Amila Hills? 

 (a) Kasaul (b) Shimla (c) Rishikesh (d) Dehradun 

 

36. The Centre‘s NIPUN Bharat mission, aimed at equipping every child till _______ with basic comprehension and 

mathematical skills, received a push with the Ministry of Education setting up a national steering committee to 
oversee its progress and provide policy-level guidance. 

 (a) Class 1 (b) Class 3 (c) Class 5 (d) Class 7 

 

37. Recently, Surface to a surface ballistic missile, Agni-5 was successfully launched from APJ Abdul Kalam Island in 
Odisha. Agni-5 is capable of striking targets at ranges up to _______. 

 (a) 2,000 kilometers (b) 3,000 kilometers (c) 5,000 kilometers (d) 7,000 kilometers 

 
38. Which of the following has approved a proposal to conduct a study on the use of facial recognition technology in 

India? 

 (a) NITI Aayog  (b) PMO 
 (c) Ministry of Finance Affairs (d) Ministry of Corporate Affairs 

 

39. Recently, In a first of its kind move, the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) has signed a _______ exclusive 

partnership with sports management firm IOS Sports and Entertainment. 
 (a) 1-year (b) 2-year (c) 3-year (d) 5-year 
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40. World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on _______ worldwide to promote savings and financial security of 

individual and nation as a whole. 
 (a) 28

th
 October (b) 31

st
 October (c) 3

rd
 November (d) 5

th
 November 

 

41. Recently, The government has appointed veteran banker _______ as the first chairperson of the National Bank for 

Financing Infrastructure & Development (NaBFID). 
 (a) K V Kamath (b) Rajiv Chandrasekhar (c) A K Jain (d) Swathi Mahipal 

 

42. According to the annual report of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics of the Government of Delhi, The sex 
ratio in Delhi has increased to _______ females to one thousand males in 2020. 

 (a) 930 (b) 933 (c) 938 (d) 945 

 
43. The first _______ Strategic Dialogue between the National Security Council Secretariats was held in New Delhi. 

 (a) India-Kyrgyzstan (b) India-Kazakhstan (c) India-Turkmenistan (d) India-Afghanistan 

 

44. Recently, The African Union has suspended _______ from all of its activities until the civilian-led transitional 
authority is restored. 

 (a) Sudan (b) Eritrea (c) The Gambia (d) Liberia 

 
45. The most critical climate change conference since the Paris Agreement, the 26

th
 UN Climate Change Conference of 

the Parties (COP-26) is to be hosted by _______. 

 (a) United Kingdom in Glasgow (b) United States of America in Boston 
 (c) France in Lyon  (d) Germany in Munich 

 

46. Recently, Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya released _______ which lays out the vision of improving value 

realization through better integration and optimization of Agri-harvesting and air transportation. 
 (a) Krishi UDAN (b) Krishi UDAN 2.0 (c) Krishi UDAN 3.0 (d) Krishi UDAN 5.0 

 

47. Recently, The Nag River revitalization project has been approved by the Expenditure Finance Committee (EFC). 
The Nag River is a river flowing through the city of _______ in Maharashtra. 

 (a) Solapur (b) Pune (c) Mumbai (d) Nagpur 

 

48. Recently, The 13
th

 Meeting of Heads of National Statistical Offices of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa) Countries was held virtually under the Chairship of _______. 

 (a) India (b) Brazil (c) South Africa (d) China 

 
49. Which of the following Indian states has launched the FIFA Football for Schools Programme, which is the first for 

India? 

 (a) Jharkhand (b) Odisha (c) Uttar Pradesh (d) Gujarat 

 

50. The United Nations General Assembly designated _______ as World Cities Day. 

 (a) 24
th
 October (b) 26

th
 October (c) 28

th
 October (d) 31

st
 October 

 
51. Who has been recently appointed as chairperson of the National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT)? 

 (a) Justice Atul Pradhan  (b) Justice Vivek Chauhan 

 (c) Justice Ashok Bhushan (d) Justice Amit Gupta 

 

52. Which Indian state is associated with Mukhyamantri Awasiya Bhu-adhikar Yojna? 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh (c) Chhattisgarh (d) Haryana 

 

53. Which of the following along with Indian Air Force, IAF team jointly flight tested indigenously developed Long-

Range Bomb successfully from an aerial platform. 

 (a) Indian Army  (b) Indian Space Research Organisation 
 (c) Indian Navy  (d) Defence Research and Development Organisation 
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54. The India International Trade Fair (IITF) will be held in _______. 

 (a) Mumbai (b) New Delhi (c) Chennai (d) Lucknow 

 

55. In a significant boost to the maritime safety and security of the nation, the indigenously built Indian Coast Guard 

Ship _______ dedicated to the nation at Goa. 

 (a) Sarthak (b) Swetabh (c) Siddhant (d) Siddhant 

 

56. Which of the following states was recently presented with Bamboo bats and stumps made by the BCDI, under the 

mentorship of NECTAR? 
 (a) Mizoram (b) Manipur (c) Tripura (d) Sikkim 

 

57. Who has been recently appointed as Governor of the Reserve Bank of India for a period of three years? 
 (a) Mukesh Kumar Jain (b) Shaktikanta Das (c) Dheeraj Dhawan (d) Atul Meena 

 

58. Recently, Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Dr. Jitendra Singh launched the Indian manned 

Ocean Mission _______ in Chennai. 
 (a) Samudrayan (b) Samudragati (c) Samudraniti (d) Samudramanthan 

 

59. Which of the following institutes launched a virtual reality programme, one of the first in India? 
 (a) Indian Institute of Technology Delhi (b) Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur 

 (c) Indian Institute of Technology Bombay (d) Indian Institute of Technology Madras 

 
60. Recently, social networking giant Facebook rebranded itself as _______. 

 (a) Alpha (b) Beta (c) Meta (d) Gamma 

 

61. As per the Edelgive Hurun India Philanthropy List 2021 who retained the top spot as India‘s ‗most generous‘ 
billionaire? 

 (a) Azim Premji (b) Shiv Nadar (c) Mukesh Ambani (d) Gautam Adani 

 
62. Which of the following has released a comprehensive report titled Health Insurance for India‘s Missing Middle, 

which brings out the gaps in the health insurance coverage across the Indian population and offers solutions to 

address the situation? 

 (a) NITI Aayog  (b) Ministry of Health and Family Affairs 
 (c) Reserve Bank of India  (d) SIDBI 

 

63. Name the first Kashmiri girl to have represented India and won the gold medal — in the under-14 age category — 
in World Kickboxing Championship held at Cairo in Egypt recently. 

 (a) Saira Baju (b) Najmul Khan (c) Tajamul Islam (d) Hitakshi Kumara 

 
64. For the first time, signs of a planet transiting a star outside of the Milky Way galaxy may have been detected. 

―Chandra scientists have found the first possible planet candidate outside of our galaxy Located about 28 million 

light years from Earth in _______. 

 (a) Galaxy J13 (b) Galaxy U21 (c) Galaxy M51 (d) Galaxy N76 

 

65. Which of the following countries along with India has agreed to form a Task Force to formulate a comprehensive 

Ten-Year Roadmap to identify new areas of cooperation? 
 (a) France (b) Germany (c) Israel (d) Canada 

 

66. India‘s first film for sale on Block chain is 
 (a) Mimi (b) Dangerous (c) Unique (d) Alert 

 

67. According to the latest Accidental Deaths and Suicides of India (ADSI) 2020 report released by National Crime 

Records Bureau, which state stands at the top position in terms of mass family suicides? 
 (a) Tamil Nadu (b) Kerala (c) Maharashtra (d) Andhra Pradesh 
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68. Recently, A glacier in far-away _______ has been formally named Glasgow Glacier in honour of this Scottish city 

hosting the high-level UN climate summit. 
 (a) Greenland (b) Iceland (c) Antarctica (d) New Zealand 

 

69. Name the Indian Grandmaster who emerged as winner in the 5
th
 Rujna Zora chess tournament. 

 (a) A K Lal (b) P Iniyan (c) G Sathiayan (d) L N Masu 

 

70. Which of the following Shatabdi Express becomes the first Integrated Management Systems certified train of 

Southern Railway? 
 (a) Bengaluru-Thiruvananthapuram-Bengaluru (b) Mumbai-Hyderabad-Mumbai 

 (c) Chennai-Mysore-Chennai (d) Chennai-Bengaluru-Chennai 
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. b The first-ever Warner Bros. hotel in the world is opened in Abu Dhabi. 

 
2. a The Group of Seven wealthy nations agreed on principles to govern cross-border data use and digital trade, Britain 

said in what was described as a breakthrough that could liberalise hundreds of billions of dollars of international 

commerce. 

 

3. c India handed over the 34.9 km-long cross-border rail link connecting Jaynagar in Bihar to Kurtha in Nepal to the 

Nepal government. 

 
4. a Based on the recommendation of Principal Economic Advisor of Finance Ministry Sanjeev Sanyal for 

rationalisation of railway bodies by closing down or merging multiple organisations, the Indian Railways has 

ordered to dissolve Indian Railway Stations Development Corporation (IRSDC). 

 

5. c Invest India elected as President of World Association of Investment Promotion Agencies. 

 

6. a Under the new framework, there will be a ceiling of ₹1 crore per borrower for financing subscription to an initial 
public offering (IPO). 

 

7. d The Department of Zoology of Dera Natung Government College of Itanagar in Arunachal Pradesh has discovered 
three new species of fish of genus Aborichthys of family Nemachelidae, according to a recent report. 

 

8. a A new report by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) has rung alarm bells: The amount of plastics 
in the oceans has been estimated to be around 75-199 million tonnes at present. 

 

9. c Chief minister Uddhav Thackeray and state home minister Dilip Walse-Patil inaugurated country‘s first state 

government-owned Wildlife DNA analysis laboratory at Regional Forensic Science Laboratory (RFSL) in Nagpur. 

 

10. b United Nations Day, on 24 October, marks the anniversary of the day in 1945 when the UN Charter entered into 

force. 
 

11. c After becoming the first airport in India to come up through a public-private partnership (PPP) and the world‘s first 

to operate on solar power, Cochin international airport has added another feather to its cap by starting a hydropower 

station. The power plant with annual power generation capacity of 14 million units will be commissioned on 
November 6 at Arippara near Kozhikode. 

 

12. c Saudi Arabia is Converting an Oil Rig into the World‘s First Offshore Extreme Amusement and Leisure Park. 

 

13. a Uzbek President Shavkat Mirziyoyev has been re-elected for a second five-year term, winning 80.1% of the vote in 

which Western observers said was not truly competitive despite improvements brought by recent reforms. 

 

14. a In a first, a long-range marine communication system, which will remain effective during storms and inclement 

weather conditions, was introduced by Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, the erstwhile Kolkata Port Trust. 

 
15. b Saudi Arabia, advised by the world‘s largest fund manager BlackRock, has launched a national infrastructure fund 

to support up to 200 billion riyals ($53.32 billion) in projects over the next decade. 

 
16. a Shri R K Singh, Union Minister of Power & New and Renewable Energy, launched the new market segment, Green 

Day Ahead Market (GDAM). 

 
17. b Superstar Rajinikanth receives the Dadasaheb Phalke Award at 67

th
 National Film Awards ceremony in Delhi. 
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18. d The 33
rd

 session of UNESCO‘s General Conference adopted to proclaim 27 October as World Day for Audiovisual 

Heritage, in commemoration of the adoption, in 1980 by the 21
st
 session of the General Conference, of the 

Recommendation for the Safeguarding and Preservation of Moving Images. 

 

19. a The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) announced that RPSG Ventures Ltd. and Irelia Company Pte Ltd. 

(CVC Capital Partners) have won the ownership rights of Lucknow and Ahmedabad teams in the Indian Premier 
League (IPL). 

 

20. d The late actor Sushant Singh Rajput‘s ‗Chhichhore‘ was presented the Best Hindi Film award. The film was 
directed by Nitesh Tiwari and produced by Sajid Nadiadwala. 

 

21. b Road Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari has launched knowledge App and platform CUNSULT. 

 

22. b The US and Bahrain navies conducted a joint exercise at sea, launching a series of drills integrating unmanned 

systems into regional maritime operations. 

 
23. d The Medical Colleges are situated in Siddharthnagar, Etah, Hardoi, Pratapgarh, Fatehpur, Deoria, Ghazipur, 

Mirzapur and Jaunpur districts. 

 
24. a The National Skill Development Corporation (NSDC) launched the first-of-its-kind and the largest ‗Impact Bond‘ 

for skilling in India in collaboration with global partners, involving a USD 14.4 million fund which will benefit 

50,000 youth by making them employment ready. 

 

25. c Developed Countries push 100 billion Dollar climate finance goal target deadline to 2023. 

 

26. d India first Asian country to have two container-based hospitals 

 

27. b In Canada, Indian-origin politician Anita Anand was appointed as the new Defence Minister in a Cabinet reshuffle 

by Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, over a month after his Liberal Party returned power in the snap polls and amid 
calls for major military reforms. 

 

28. b Objects hanging in the vacuum of the cosmos orbiting a star have been detected throughout the galaxy, these 

exoplanets have been a source of enhancing our understanding of the conditions beyond our solar system. 

 

29. b Denmark Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen will be visiting India over the weekend, becoming the first head of 

government to visit New Delhi in over 20 months. 

 

30. b Indian and international dance groups took part in the National Tribal Dance Festival to take place in Raipur from 

October 28. 
 

31. d The Supreme Court ordered a probe into the Pegasus surveillance case by a three-member expert committee. The 

committee will be headed by Retired Supreme Court judge, Justice RV Raveendran. 

 
32. b The Centre notified the four-year integrated teacher education programme (ITEP) — envisaged as the minimum 

degree qualification for school teachers under the National Education Policy 2020 — which will be offered by 

about 50 institutes across the country from the next academic year. 

 

33. b The government announced the appointment of veteran banker K V Kamath as chairperson of the newly set up Rs 

20,000 crore development finance institution NaBFID to catalyse investment in the funds-starved infrastructure 
sector. 

 

34. a Indian Institute of Science Bangalore climbs into the top 100 (91-100 band), leading among the Indian institutes. 

Indian Institute of Technology Bombay climbs two ranking bands to 126-150 th. 

 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 35 

 

35. b Shimla in Himachal Pradesh is home to India‘s first oxygen-rich homes at Amila Hills 

 
36. b The Centre‘s NIPUN Bharat mission, aimed at equipping every child till class 3 with basic comprehension and 

mathematical skills, received a push with the Ministry of Education setting up a national steering committee to 

oversee its progress and provide policy-level guidance. 

 
37. c Agni-5 is capable of striking targets at ranges up to 5,000 kilometers. 

 

38. a NITI Aayog has approved a proposal to conduct a study on the use of facial recognition technology in India. The 
study, to be conducted by an independent think-tank, will have a budget of Rs 23.17 lakh. 

 

39. c In a first of its kind move, the Athletics Federation of India (AFI) has signed a 3-year exclusive partnership with 
sports management firm IOS Sports and Entertainment. 

 

40. c World Thrift Day is celebrated every year on 31
st
 October worldwide to promote savings and financial security of 

individual and nation as a whole. 
 

41. a The government has appointed veteran banker K V Kamath as the first chairperson of the National Bank for 

Financing Infrastructure & Development (NaBFID). 

 

42. b The sex ratio in Delhi has increased to 933 females to one thousand males in 2020. 

 
43. a The first India-Kyrgyzstan Strategic Dialogue between the National Security Council Secretariats was held in New 

Delhi. 

 

44. a The African Union has suspended Sudan from all of its activities until the civilian-led transitional authority is 
restored. 

 

45. a The most critical climate change conference since the Paris Agreement, the 26
th
 UN Climate Change Conference of 

the Parties (COP-26) is to be hosted by United Kingdom in Glasgow. 

 

46. b Civil Aviation Minister Jyotiraditya released Krishi UDAN 2.0 which lays out the vision of improving value 

realization through better integration and optimization of Agri-harvesting and air transportation. 

 

47. d The Nag River is a river flowing through the city of Nagpur in Maharashtra, India. It is known for providing the 

etymology for the name Nagpur. Forming a part of the Kanhan-Pench river system, the Nag River originates in 
Lava hills near wadi. 

 

48. a The 13
th

 Meeting of Heads of National Statistical Offices of BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South Africa) 
Countries was held virtually under the Chairship of India. 

 

49. b Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik has launched the FIFA Football for Schools Programme, which is the first 

for India. 

 

50. d The United Nations General Assembly designated 31 October as World Cities Day. 

 
51. c The government has appointed Justice Ashok Bhushan, a former judge of the Supreme Court, as chairperson of the 

National Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT). 

 
52. b The Madhya Pradesh government has announced a scheme to provide free plots of land to families who don‘t own 

one, so that they can lead a dignified life. Under the Mukhyamantri Awasiya Bhu-adhikar Yojna, the state 

government will provide plots to families that don‘t have land to build their own homes. 
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53. d Defence Research and Development Organisation, DRDO and Indian Air Force, IAF team jointly flight tested 

indigenously developed Long-Range Bomb successfully from an aerial platform. 

 

54. b India International Trade Fair (IITF) will be held at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi from 14
th
 of November to 27

th
 

November. 

 
55. a In a significant boost to the maritime safety and security of the nation, the indigenously built Indian Coast Guard 

Ship Sarthak dedicated to the nation at Goa. 

 
56. c Tripura Chief Minister of Tripura, Biplab Deb was presented with Bamboo bats and stumps made by the BCDI, 

Agartala, under the mentorship of NECTAR. 

 
57. b The government has approved the reappointment of Shaktikanta Das as Governor of the Reserve Bank of India for 

a period of three years. 

 

58. a Union Minister of State for Science and Technology Dr. Jitendra Singh launched the Indian manned Ocean Mission 
Samudrayan in Chennai. 

 

59. d The Indian Institute of Technology Madras launched a virtual reality programme, one of the first. The diploma 
programme will be available beginning with the following academic year. 

 

60. c The social networking giant took an unmistakable step toward an overhaul, de-emphasising Facebook‘s name and 
rebranding itself as Meta. 

 

61. a Azim Premji retains top spot as India‘s ‗most generous‘ billionaire. 

 
62. a NITI Aayog released a comprehensive report titled Health Insurance for India‘s Missing Middle, which brings out 

the gaps in the health insurance coverage across the Indian population and offers solutions to address the situation. 

 
63. c Tajamul Islam,13, is the first Kashmiri girl to have represented India and won the gold medal — in the under-14 

age category — in World Kickboxing Championship held at Cairo in Egypt on October 22. 

 

64. c For the first time, signs of a planet transiting a star outside of the Milky Way galaxy may have been detected. 
―Chandra scientists have found the first possible planet candidate outside of our galaxy Located about 28 million 

light years from Earth in galaxy M51, it‘s thousands of times farther away than all the other exoplanets detected in 

our Milky Way,‖. 

 

65. c India-Israel Joint Working Group on Bilateral Defence Cooperation has agreed to form a Task Force to formulate a 

comprehensive Ten-Year Roadmap to identify new areas of cooperation. 

 

66. b Ram Gopal Varma‘s Dangerous Is India‘s First Film For Sale On Blockchain. 

 

67. a With 19 cases, Andhra Pradesh for the third consecutive year stands at second place in terms of mass family 
suicides after Tamil Nadu in the country, according to the latest Accidental Deaths and Suicides of India (ADSI) 

2020 report released by National Crime Records Bureau. 

 
68. c A glacier in far-away Antarctica has been formally named Glasgow Glacier in honour of this Scottish city hosting 

the high-level UN climate summit. 

 
69. b Indian Grandmaster P Iniyan emerged winner in the 5

th
 Rujna Zora chess tournament held with seven points from 

nine rounds. 

 

70. c Chennai-Mysore-Chennai Shatabdi Express becomes the first Integrated Management Systems certified train of 
Southern Railway. 


