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PREFACE 
 

 

Dear Students, 

 

The ‗Current Affairs‘ section is an integral part of any examination. This edition of Manthan has been developed by our 

team to help you cover all the important events of the Week. This comprehensive bulletin will help you prepare the 

section in a vivid manner. We hope that our sincere efforts will serve you in a better way to fulfill aspirations. 

 

Happy Reading 

 

Team CL 
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POLITY AND GOVERNANCE 

National 

 

Centre forms panel, headed by Vivek Joshi, to study AFSPA removal from Nagaland 

 The ministry of home affairs set up a high-level committee, headed by Vivek Joshi, a secretary-rank officer, 
to look into the possibility of withdrawing the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from Nagaland in the 

wake of rising tension in the state over the killing of 14 civilians. 

 The committee was set up three days after Union home minister Amit Shah held a meeting with Nagaland chief 

minister Neiphiu Rio and his Assam counterpart Himanta Biswa Sarma over the matter in Delhi. 

 The new committee will look into the possibility of the withdrawal of the AFSPA in Nagaland, where it has 

been operational for decades, and a decision will be taken on the basis of its recommendations. The controversial 

Act gives sweeping powers to the armed forces to conduct operations and arrest anyone without any prior 

warrant. It also gives immunity to the forces if they shoot someone dead. 

 Meanwhile, officials said that disciplinary action is also likely to be taken against the Army personnel, who 

were directly involved in the botched counter-insurgency operation in Nagaland‘s Mon district in early 

December, after a fair inquiry. Protests have been going on in several districts of Nagaland demanding withdrawal 

of the AFSPA, ever since an Army unit killed the 14 civilians in Mon mistaking them as insurgents. 

Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958 is an act of the Parliament of India that grants special powers 

to the Indian Armed Forces to maintain public order in ―disturbed areas‖.
 
According to the Disturbed Areas 

(Special Courts) Act, 1976 once declared ‗disturbed‘, the area has to maintain status quo for a minimum of 6 

months. One such act passed on 11 September 1958 was applicable to the Naga Hills, then part of Assam. In the 

following decades it spread, one by one, to the other Seven Sister States in India‘s northeast (at present, it is in 

force in the States of Assam, Nagaland, Manipur {excluding Imphal Municipal Council Area}, Changlang, 

Longding and Tirap districts of Arunachal Pradesh, and areas falling within the jurisdiction of the eight police 

stations of districts in Arunachal Pradesh bordering the State of Assam). Another one passed in 1983 and applicable 

to Punjab and Chandigarh was withdrawn in 1997, roughly 14 years after it came to force. An act passed in 

1990 was applied to Jammu and Kashmir and has been in force since. 

AFSPA extended in Nagaland for 6 months 

 The government of India said that the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 1958 (AFSPA) extended in 

Nagaland for six more months with effect from December 30, 2021. The Central government declared the 

entire Nagaland as a ―disturbed area.‖ 

 As per the Ministry of Home Affairs statement, ―whereas the Central Government is of the opinion that the 

area comprising the whole state of Nagaland is in such a disturbed and dangerous condition that use of 

armed forces in aid of civil power is necessary.‖ 

 Now, therefore, in exercise of powers conferred by Section 3 of the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act, 

1958, the Central Government hereby declares that the whole of the state of Nagaland to be ‗disturbed 

area‘ for a period of six months with effect from December 30, 2021 for the purpose of the said Act, it further 

stated. 
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 The move came days after the Union government constituted a high-level committee to examine the 

possibility of the withdrawal of the controversial Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from Nagaland. The 
AFSPA has been operational in Nagaland for decades. 

 The notification was issued by the additional secretary in the Home Ministry, Piyush Goyal, who has been 

named the member secretary in the panel to examine the possibility of the withdrawal of the AFSPA. The 
committee is headed by secretary-level officer Vivek Joshi. The high-level committee has been set up 

apparently to soothe the rising tension in Nagaland over the killing of 14 civilians. 

Nagaland is a state in northeastern India. It is bordered by the state of Arunachal Pradesh to the 

north, Assam to the west, Manipur to the south and the Sagaing Region of Myanmar to the east. Its capital city 

is Kohima and its largest city is Dimapur. Nagaland became the 16
th

 state of India on 1 December 1963. It has 

experienced insurgency and inter-ethnic conflict since the 1950s, limiting its economic development. Neiphiu Rio 

is the current Chief Minister of Nagaland. The current Governor of Nagaland is Jagdish Mukhi (additional 

charge) from September 17, 2021. 

Nitin Gadkari launches intelligent transport system on Eastern Peripheral Expressway 

 In an attempt to to minimize traffic woes and enhance safety of commuters, Union Minister for Road Transport 

and Highways Nitin Gadkari launched the first Intelligent Transport System on Eastern Peripheral 

Expressway at Dasna, Ghaziabad. 

 The ITS can detect any accident and receive alerts to ensure that ambulance reaches the spot within 10-15 

minutes. While the speed limit on the 135-km expressway is 120 kmph for cars, the road ministry is working to 

revise speed limits for different categories of vehicles, he said. Additionally, the Union minister laid the 

foundation stone of National Highway projects of 240 Km worth ₹ 9,119 crore in Meerut and 

Muzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh. 

 Inaugurating and laying of the foundation stone for 6 National Highway projects in Meerut with a total 
cost of Rs.8,364 crore Gadkari said, ―with these projects, it will be easy for the farmers of the area to take their 

crops to the market, which will lead to their economic upliftment. He said being a big center of industry, these 

new highways will lead Meerut on a new path of development‖. 

Nitin Jairam Gadkari was served as the President of the BJP from 2010-2013. He is the current Minister for 

Road Transport & Highways of India. Gadkari represents Lok Sabha from Nagpur constituency, Maharashtra. 

During the cabinet reshuffle on 7
th

 July 2021 the portfolio for Ministry of MSME which was under him was 

reassigned to Narayan Rane, another BJP MP from Maharashtra as a part of cabinet expansion. 

Amit Shah launches Good Governance Index 2021; Gujarat tops, UP shows ‗incremental growth‘ 

 Gujarat has topped the composite ranking in the Good Governance Index (GGI), followed by Maharashtra 
and Goa while Uttar Pradesh showed an incremental growth of 8.9 per cent in the indicators launched by 

Union Home Minister Amit Shah on the occasion of the Good Governance Day. 

 As many as 20 states have improved their composite GGI scores in 2021, according to the index. Gujarat 

topped the composite ranking in the 58 indicator index followed by Maharashtra and Goa. 

 Delhi has topped the union territories category composite ranking. December 25 is observed as the good 

governance day to commemorate the birth anniversary of former prime minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee. 

 The GGI-2021 said that Gujarat, Maharashtra and Goa topped the composite rank score covering 10 

sectors. While Gujarat registered a 12.3 per cent increase, Goa registered a 24.7 per cent increase over GGI 2019 
indicators. 

 Gujarat has performed strongly in economic governance, human resource development, public 

infrastructure and utilities, social welfare and development, judiciary and public safety while Maharashtra 
scored in agriculture and allied sector, human resource development, public infrastructure and utilities, social 

welfare and development. 

 Goa‘s showed good performance was in agriculture and allied sector, commerce and industry, public 
infrastructure and utilities, economic governance, social welfare and development and environment. Among the 
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sectors, Uttar Pradesh secured top position in commerce and industry sector and has also shown an increase 

in social welfare and development and judiciary and public safety. 

The GGI 2021 framework covered 10 sectors and 58 indicators. The sectors are agriculture and allied sectors, 

commerce and industries, human resource development, public health, public infrastructure and utilities, economic 

governance, social welfare and development, judicial and public security, environment and citizen-centric governance. 

The GGI 2020-21 categorises states and union territories into four categories, - other states - Group A; other 

states - group B; North-East and hill states and union territories. 

Agriculture Minister stresses on infrastructure development in agriculture sector; inaugurates 4-

day agriculture exhibition ‗Agrovision‘ 

 Minister of Agriculture, Narendra Singh Tomar has said that, under the leadership of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi, agriculture is being given priority and 1 lakh 62 thousand crore rupees have been provided 

to 11.5 crore farmers in the country under PM Kisan Yojana. 

 He inaugurated the four-day agriculture exhibition ‗Agrovision‘, in Nagpur, Maharashtra. Union Minister 

Nitin Gadkari was also present on this occasion. Stressing upon the infrastructure development in the agriculture 
sector Mr.Tomar expressed the need for private sector investment in the sector. 

 He informed that the central government had sanctioned One lakh crore rupees for infra-structural funding in 

the agriculture sector under the ‗Aatmanirbhar‘ package. Under this, facilities like ware house, cold chain 
storage are being constructed at village level and farmers are getting the benefit. He also appealed to the farmers 

to turn towards organic farming. 

 Union Minister Gadkari said that the cost of imports on petroleum and fuel is over 10,000 crore. To 
overcome this, Bio-ethanol is needed which is an environment friendly and cost-effective fuel. Mr Gadkari 

said that 100 per cent ethanol-powered vehicles would give farmers the opportunity to set up bio- ethanol. 

He also appealed to the farmers to avail the facilities of state government schemes, veterinary clinics and 

embryo lab in Nagpur to achieve the target of 50 lakh liters of milk production in Vidarbha. 

The agriculture contribution in India‘s GDP in 2019 is 15.96 percent. According to latest report, agriculture is 

primary source of livelihood for 58% population in India. The Primary sector of the economy includes any 

industry involved in the extraction and production of raw materials, such as farming, logging, hunting, fishing, 

and mining. India is a global agricultural powerhouse. It is the world‘s largest producer of milk, pulses, and spices, 

and has the world‘s largest cattle herd (buffaloes), as well as the largest area under wheat, rice and cotton. It is 

the second largest producer of rice, wheat, cotton, sugarcane, farmed fish, sheep & goat meat, fruit, vegetables 

and tea. Narendra Singh Tomar is the Minister of Agriculture & Farmers Welfare. He is a member of the 17
th

 

Lok Sabha from Morena, Madhya Pradesh. 

Kerala best State on health parameters, Uttar Pradesh worst: NITI Aayog 

 Kerala remained the best-performing state in the health indicators for a fourth consecutive time, according 
to an index released, which also ranked Uttar Pradesh at the bottom of the rankings although the state also 
saw the most progress. 

 ―The Healthy States, Progressive India‖ report — compiled by the Niti Aayog, Union Health Ministry and 

the World Bank for a fourth edition between 2019-2020 — surveyed 19 large states, eight small states and 
seven Union Territories. It did not include West Bengal and Ladakh due to unavailability of adequate data. 

 Among large states, Kerala and Tamil Nadu topped the list, and Telangana emerged strong on the third 

position in health outcomes and incremental performance. The state saw an improvement from the 4
th
 position 

the last time — indicating that it has made strides in improving its health infrastructure by ensuring universal 

immunisation of children, setting up fully functional First Referral Units (FRUs) and all Primary Health Centres 

(PHCs) among others. 

 Maharashtra retained its fifth spot, and Andhra Pradesh fourth, down from 3
rd

 in the last index. UP was 

ranked the lowest at 19, but it has seen major improvements in 33 health indicators in recent years. 
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 ―Uttar Pradesh with the lowest Overall Reference Year (2019-20) Index Score ranked at the bottom (Rank 

19) in Overall Performance, however, it ranked at the top in terms of Incremental Performance by 
registering the highest incremental change from the Base Year (2018-19) to Reference Year (2019-20),‖ the report 

said. 

 Like UP, Assam too was placed at the bottom of the list but it has also seen improvements in health indices. 
It moved up from 15

th
 to the 12

th
 position in the latest report, with progress in criteria such as mortality rate and 

maternal mortality rate. 

 Among small states, Mizoram emerged as the best performer and Nagaland the worst. Delhi and Jammu & 
Kashmir were ranked the lowest among Union Territories in overall performance, but topped the list in 

incremental performance. Both have improved by one spot from the last edition of the survey. 

 The report also pointed out that among the large states, the gap between the best and the worst performers 
declined this year as compared to the 2018-19 index. Kerala got a score of 82.2 and UP, 30.57 — a difference 

of 51.63 points, which was improvement from a difference of 56.54 points from the previous index. 

 The survey ranked states on indicators such as neonatal mortality rate, under-five mortality rate, sex ratio at 

birth, maternal mortality ratio, modern contraception prevalence rate, full immunisation coverage, 

antenatal care, identification and cure of TB, etc. 

The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare is an Indian government ministry charged with health 

policy in India. It is also responsible for all government programs relating to family planning in India. The 
Minister of Health and Family Welfare holds cabinet rank as a member of the Council of Ministers. The current 

minister is Mansukh L. Mandaviya, while the current MOS health is Dr Bharati Pawar . Since 1955 the 

Ministry regularly publishes the Indian Pharmacopoeia through the Indian Pharmacopoeia Commission (IPC), 
an autonomous body for setting standards for drugs, pharmaceuticals and healthcare devices and technologies in India.  
Rajkumari Bibiji Amrit Kaur is the first Health Minister of India in 1947 and remained in office until 1957.  

Andhra seals top rank in Good Governance Index, credits farmer welfare schemes 

 The Andhra Pradesh government has credited farmer welfare schemes for the state‘s No. 1 rank in 
agriculture and allied sectors in the Good Governance Index 2021 by recording 11.3% growth over the last 

two years. Andhra Pradesh topped the composite ranking in the agriculture and allied sectors in the index. 

Union home minister Amit Shah released the Good Governance Index 2021. 

 In a statement, special chief secretary (agriculture) Poonam Malakondaiah said the growth rate in the 

agriculture and allied sectors was 6.3% in 2019. ―The growth in the horticulture produce went up from 
4.7% to 12.3% in the last two years and growth in the dairy sector increased from 1.4% to 11.7%.‖ The 

statement said in crop insurance implementation, the state scored 26.1 out of 30 points. 

 Malakondaiah said the government has set up the Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBKs) as one-point-facilitation 

centres at 10,778 locations in the state. She added as a result farmers are able to get all the seeds, fertilisers, 

animal, feed fish feed, and all other inputs that they require in their villages. Malakondaiah said crops are 

insured free-of-cost and linked to e-crop at the RBKs, where all the farmers get registered and their claims are 

settled. ―The RBKs have received recognition from NITI Aayog and also the agriculture ministry.‖ 

Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have Five Deputy Chief Ministers one each from Scheduled Caste, 

Scheduled Tribe, backward, minority and Kapu communities. YS Jagan Mohan Reddy is the current Chief 

Minister of Andhra Pradesh. Andhra Pradesh is the first state in India to have three capital cities; there are 

Visakhapatnam (Executive capital), Amaravati (Legislative capital) and Kurnool (Judiciary). Andhra Pradesh 

High Court imposed a stay on implementation of 3 capitals. In November 2021, Andhra Pradesh government 

has withdrawn the three capitals bill in the assembly. Andhra Pradesh is the first state to be formed on a 

linguistic basis in India on 1 October 1953. On 2 June 2014, Telangana was separated from the northwestern 

part of Andhra Pradesh as the newly formed state with Hyderabad as its capital.  

PM Modi laid foundation of Rs 6,700-crore dam in Himachal Pradesh 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of the Rs 6,700-crore Renukaji Dam project from 
Himachal Pradesh‘s Mandi town. 
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 The project on the Giri River in Sirmaur district, once completed, is expected to generate 200 million units 

of energy in a surface power house with 40 MW installed capacity which would be utilized by the state. The 
Himachal Pradesh government claims that the storage capacity of the dam would be 498 million cubic meters 

which would fulfill about 40 per cent of the drinking water requirement of Delhi.  

 The construction of the dam has been pending since the last three decades, a statement by the Central government 
informed. It finally takes shape following cooperation on behalf of six states — Himachal Pradesh, Uttar 

Pradesh, Haryana, Rajasthan, Uttarakhand and Delhi. 

Himachal Pradesh (―Province of the Snow-laden Mountains‖) is a state in the northern part of India. Situated in 

the Western Himalayas, it is one of the eleven mountain states and is characterized by an extreme landscape 

featuring several peaks and extensive river systems. Himachal Pradesh is the northernmost state of India and 

shares borders with the union territories of Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh to the north, and the states of 

Punjab to the west, Haryana to the southwest, Uttarakhand to the southeast and a very narrow border with 

Uttar Pradesh to the South. The state also shares an international border to the east with the Tibet Autonomous 

Region in China. Himachal Pradesh is also known as ‗Dev Bhoomi‘ or ‗Land of God‘ and ‗Veer Bhoomi‘ which 

means ‗Land of Braves‘. Shimla is the capital of Himachal Pradesh. In 1864, Shimla was declared as the 

summer capital of British India. Dharamshala is the winter capital city. Jai Ram Thakur currently serves as the 

Chief Minister of the state and Rajendra Arlekar is the current Governor of Himachal Pradesh. 

PM Narendra Modi inaugurated completed section of Kanpur Metro Rail and Bina-Panki 

Multiproduct Pipeline 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kanpur and inaugurated the completed section of Kanpur Metro Rail 

Project. During the programme, the Prime Minister also inaugurated the Bina-Panki Multiproduct Pipeline 

Project. 

 The completed section of the Kanpur Metro Rail Project is 9 Km long section from IIT Kanpur to Moti Jheel.  The 

Prime Minister will inspect the Kanpur Metro Rail Project and undertake a metro ride. The entire length of the 

Metro Rail Project in Kanpur is 32 Km and is being built at a cost of over 11,000 crore rupees. 

 The Prime Minister also inaugurated the Bina-Panki Multiproduct Pipeline Project. Extending from Bina 

refinery in Madhya Pradesh to Panki in Kanpur, the 356 KM long project has a capacity of around 3.45 

million metric tonne per annum. The project has been built at a cost of over 1500 crore rupees. 

 Prior to this, the Prime Minister was the Chief Guest of the 54
th

 Convocation of IIT Kanpur. During the 

convocation, all the students were issued digital degrees through an in-house blockchain-driven technology 

developed at the Institute under the National Blockchain Project. These digital degrees can be verified 

globally and are unforgeable. 

India to chair counter terrorism committee of UNSC in Jan 2022 after ten years 

 India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of UNSC in January 2022 after 10 years. This 

Committee was formed in September 2001 soon after the tragic terrorist attack of 9/11 in New York, while 

India had chaired this Committee in the Security Council in 2011-12. 

 The Counter-Terrorism Committee was established by Security Council resolution 1373 adopted unanimously 

in the wake of the 9/11 terror attacks in the US. The Committee was tasked with monitoring 

implementation of resolution 1373 which requested countries to implement a number of measures aimed at 

enhancing their legal and institutional ability to counter terrorist activities at home and around the world. 

 In 2021, India has been asked to Chair three important Committees of the Security Council, which include 

the Taliban Sanctions Committee, Counterterrorism Committee, and the Libyan Sanctions Committee. 

 TS Tirumurti, India‘s permanent representative to the United Nations was named the new Chair of the UN 

Counter-Terrorism Committee (CTC). Prior to taking up his current position as Permanent 

Representative of India to the United Nations, in May 2020, Mr Tirumurti served as Secretary in the Ministry 

of External Affairs, handling the Economic Relations portfolio (which included, inter alia, the Gulf and the Arab 
World, Africa, and India‘s Development Partnership), according to UNSC statement. 
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United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations. Under the 

Charter, the Security Council has primary responsibility for the maintenance of international peace and 

security. It has 15 Members, and each Member has one vote. Under the Charter, all Member States are obligated to 

comply with Council decisions. The permanent members of the United Nations Security Council (also known as 

the Permanent Five, Big Five, or P5) are China (formerly the Republic of China), Russia (formerly the Soviet 

Union), France, the United Kingdom, and the United States. Antonio Guterres is a Portuguese politician and 

diplomat who is serving as the ninth Secretary-General of the United Nations. Previously, he was the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees between 2005 and 2015. 

CESL achieves 50 lakhs LED bulb distribution milestone under flagship Gram Ujala 

 Convergence Energy Services Limited (CESL), a wholly owned subsidiary of Energy Efficiency Services 
Limited (EESL), has achieved a remarkable milestone of distributing 50 lakhs LED bulbs under Project 

Crore of their Gram Ujala programme. 

 Gram Ujala scheme is being implemented in rural households in Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, Andhra Pradesh, 

Karnataka, and Telangana. CESL is providing high quality 7-Watt and 12-Watt LED bulbs with 3 years 

guarantee at a cost of INR 10 per bulb in exchange of working incandescent bulbs. Every household can 

exchange a maximum of 5 bulbs. 

 The distribution has resulted in energy savings of 71,99,68,373.28 units per year with cost savings of 250 

crores per year in the rural areas of aforementioned states. The programme is active till March 31, 2022. 

Gram Ujala was launched by the Union minister of power and new and renewable energy RK Singh in March 

2021, in an attempt to raise awareness against climate change and to save electricity. ―The move will save 2025 

million kilowatt of energy per year,‖ Singh said during the launch of the scheme. Under the initiative, LED bulbs 

will be distributed at a highly subsidised rate at Rs. 10 across 2,579 villages in five states of Bihar, Uttar 

Pradesh, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, and Karnataka. Residents can buy a maximum of 5 LED bulbs by paying 

for old 100 watts bulbs. The government will also install meters at these houses. The Ujala scheme is being 

implemented by EESL, a joint venture of leading PSUs under the administration of the ministry of power. 

IIT Madras tops in Atal innovation rankings 

 The Ministry of Education‘s innovation cell released the Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation 
Achievements (ARIIA) 2021 on December 29. ARIIA 2021 classifies participating institutions into two 

major categories; technical and non-technical. 

 In the technical ranking, the Indian Institute of Technology Madras (IIT Madras) has been recognised as 

the Most Innovative Educational Institute in India. This is the third time that IIT Madras has secured the first 

rank. IIT Bombay and IIT Delhi were placed at the second and third ranks respectively. 

 Seven Indian Institutes of Technology and Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, are among the top 10 

central institutions in promotion and support of innovation and entrepreneurship development, according 

to Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) announced. 

 The top rank has been bagged by IIT Madras followed by IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur and IIT 

Roorkee. IISc Bengaluru has bagged the sixth position in the ranking followed by IIT Hyderabad, IIT 

Kharagpur, National Institute of Technology (NIT), Calicut and Motilal Nehru National Institute of Technology, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

 ARIIA is an initiative of the Ministry of Education (MoE) to systematically rank all major higher 

educational institutions in India on indicators related to innovation, start-up and entrepreneurship development 

among students and faculties. 

AIM and NITI Aayog releases 2
nd

 edition of ‗Innovations for You‘ and ‗The Ingenious Tinkerers‘ 

 Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and NITI Aayog released the second edition of Innovations for You and The 

Ingenious Tinkerers. 
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 Innovations for You are a compendium of innovations focused on agriculture featuring 70 start-ups 

supported by Atal Incubation Centres of Atal Innovation Mission. The Ingenious Tinkerers is a 
compendium on the innovations in technology featuring 41 innovations from Atal Tinkering Lab. 

 As the nation rejoices the Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav – 75th Year of Independence, both the books are 

celebration of the success stories of young innovators of India. The ‗Innovations For You‘ is a compilation of 

successful innovations by the entrepreneurial minds of India solving problems of present for future, while 

as ‗The Ingenious Tinkerers‘ is a compilation of the top innovations created by young student innovators 

who participated in the ATL Marathon - which invites school students to address a problem that they see or 
face on a day-to-day basis. 

 Meanwhile, the ‗Innovations For You‘ in its second edition, focuses on the startups and innovations in field 

of Agriculture and Allied services. The book is a compilation of 70 Ag-Tech startups, incubated at Atal 
Incubation Centres spread across the country. 

The National Institution for Transforming India, also called NITI Aayog, was formed via a resolution of the 

Union Cabinet on January 1, 2015. It was established to replace the Planning Commission which followed a top-

down model. NITI Aayog is the premier policy ‗Think Tank‘ of the Government of India, providing both 
directional and policy inputs. The current chairman of NITI Aayog is Shri Narendra Modi, current vice chairman 

is Dr. Rajiv Kumar and the current chief executive officer is Shri Amitabh Kant.  

Indian Army establishes Quantum Laboratory in Mhow, Madhya Pradesh 

 The Indian Army has established the Quantum Laboratory at Military College of Telecommunication 
Engineering (MCTE) in Mhow, in the state of Madhya Pradesh. The new laboratory has been launched to 

advance research and training in emerging technology domains. Army Chief Gen M M Naravane was 

briefed on the facility during his recent visit to Mhow. 

 At MCTE, an artificial intelligence (AI) centre has also been set up with more than 140 deployments in 

forward areas. According to a press statement issued by the Indian Ministry of Defence (MoD), cyber warfare 

training is being provided through advanced cyber range, and cyber security labs. 

 The Army is making steady, yet significant strides in the field of emerging technology domains. The Army, with 

support from the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) has recently established the Quantum Lab 

at Military College of Telecommunication Engineering, Mhow in Madhya Pradesh to spearhead research 

and training in this key developing field. 

 This research work is expected to transform the existing system of cryptography in the Indian armed 

forces to post quantum cryptography. Quantum key distribution, quantum computing, post quantum 

cryptography and quantum communication will be the key focus areas in the research. 

The Indian Army is the land-based branch and the largest component of the Indian Armed Forces. The 
President of India is the Supreme Commander of the Indian Army, and its professional head is the Chief of Army 

Staff (COAS), who is a four-star general. Two officers have been conferred with the rank of field marshal, a five-star 

rank, which is a ceremonial position of great honour. The Indian Army originated from the armies of the East 

India Company, which eventually became the British Indian Army, and the armies of the princely states, which 

were merged into the national army after independence. General Bipin Rawat is the first and current Chief of 

Defence Staff (CDS) of India. General Manoj Mukund Naravane is the current and 28
th

 Chief of the Army Staff 
(COAS) as well as the temporary Chairman of the Chiefs of Staff Committee since 15 December 2021. 

Uttar Pradesh‘s first data centre park to be set up in Greater Noida 

 Uttar Pradesh will soon be a data centre hub a facility that centralizes an organization‘s shared IT 

operations and equipment to store, process and disseminate data and applications, as the state‘s first data 

centre park is all set to come up in the Greater Noida region. 

 The government has given approval to Yotta Infrastructure to realize the datacenter dreams in the state. 

―The datacentre park will consist of 6 interconnected datacentre buildings offering 30,000 server racks capacity 
and 200 megawatt of power. It will be set up at an estimated cost of Rs 7,000 crore. 
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Uttar Pradesh is the most populous state in India as well as the most populous country subdivision in the world. 
It was created on 1 April 1937 as the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh during British rule, and was renamed 

Uttar Pradesh in 1950, giving the acronym UP. The state is divided into 18 divisions and 75 districts with the 

capital being Lucknow. On 9 November 2000, a new state, Uttarakhand, was carved out from the state‘s 
Himalayan hill region. The two major rivers of the state, the Ganges and Yamuna, join at Allahabad and flow 

further east as Ganges. The state contributes 80 seats to the lower house of the Indian Parliament, Lok Sabha and 

31 seats to the upper house of the Indian Parliament, Rajya Sabha. Anandiben Mafatbhai Patel is serving as the 

current Governor of Uttar Pradesh.She also served as Governor of Madhya Pradesh. She has served as the first 

female Chief Minister of Gujarat. Yogi Adityanath is serving as the current Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh. 

Government of India notifies new rules for consumer commissions 

 The Centre has notified rules for Consumer Protection (Jurisdiction of the District Commission, the State 

Commission and the National Commission) Rules, 2021. 

 The revised pecuniary jurisdiction for entertaining consumer complaints shall be upto 50 lakh rupees for 

District Commissions, more than 50 lakh to two crore rupees for State Commissions and more than two 

crore rupees for National Commission. 

 The Consumer Protection Act, 2019 promulgates a three-tier quasi-judicial mechanism for redressal of 

consumer disputes namely District Commissions, State Commissions and National Commission. 

 After the Act came into force, it was observed that the existing provisions relating to pecuniary jurisdiction 

of consumer commissions were leading to cases which could earlier be filed in National Commission to be 

filed in State Commissions and cases which could earlier be filed in State Commissions to be filed in District 

Commissions. 

 This caused a significant increase in the workload of District Commissions, leading to rise in pendency and 

delay in disposal of cases, defeating the very object of securing speedy redressal to consumers as envisaged 
under the Act. Central Government held wide consultation with States and UTs, consumer organizations and law 

chairs and examined the issues that had created long pendency of cases in detail. 

Uttar Pradesh Gets Its First Water Sports Complex in Gorakhpur 

 Uttar Pradesh got its first water sports complex at Ramgarh Tal. Inaugurated by Chief Minister Yogi 
Adityanath, the water sports complex at the lake is the first in the state which has been constructed by the 

public sector. The complex is spread on a 5-acre area near Ramgarh Tal, which is spread over 1,700 acres. The 

facility of boating, water biking, skiing is available at the complex. 

Centre tells SC that it has decided to retain Rs 8 lakh income criteria for determining EWS 

 The Centre has told the Supreme Court that it has decided to accept the recommendation of a three-

member panel to retain the current gross annual family income limit for Economically Weaker Sections 

(EWS) of Rs 8 lakh or less. 

 The government said that the panel has recommended that family income is a ―feasible criterion‖ for 

defining EWS and in the current situation, a threshold of Rs 8 lakh of annual family income seems 

reasonable for determining EWS. 

 In its affidavit filed in a matter related to admissions for NEET-PG, the Centre said the panel has 

recommended that ―only those families whose annual income is up to Rs 8 lakh would be eligible to get the 

benefit of EWS reservation‖. 

Jai Ram Thakur launches online RTI portal in Himachal 

 Chief Minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the online RTI portal of the department of administrative reforms. 

With this Himachal Pradesh became the first state amongst small states and fourth after Maharashtra, 

Karnataka, and Uttar Pradesh to launch the portal. 

 The CM while appreciating the efforts of the department in launching this online portal said it would facilitate 

the citizens to apply, get information and appeal under the RTI Act, 2005, at their doorsteps without 

visiting any office or public authority. 
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Karnataka Becomes First Indian State to Draft Bill Protecting Cyclists, Pedestrians 

 The Karnataka Directorate of Urban Land Transport (DULT) released an official draft Active Mobility 
Bill which looks into the protection of the rights of pedestrians and cyclists in urban centres all over the state. 

 The government is preparing a first-of-its-kind bill offering protection to pedestrians and cyclists, which 
will also ensure their rights in all cities of Karnataka. The Directorate of Urban Land transport (DULT) has 

published the Active draft ‗Mobility Bill, Karnataka 2021‘ mandating Urban Local Bodies (ULBs) to design and 

build infrastructure for pedestrians and fix penalties for failure. 

Karnataka is a state in the south western region of India. It was formed on 1 November 1956, with the passage of 
the States Reorganisation Act. Originally known as the State of Mysore, it was renamed Karnataka in 1973. The 

capital and largest city is Bengaluru. Basavaraj Bommai is serving as the current Chief Minister of 

Karnataka. Thaawarchand Gehlot is currently serving as the Governor of Karnataka. Coffee production in India 
is dominated in the hill tracts of South Indian states, with Karnataka accounting for 71%, followed by Kerala 

with 21% and Tamil Nadu (5% of overall production with 8,200 tonnes). 

Parliamentary panel that will examine bill to raise legal age of marriage has only one woman 

member 

 The parliamentary panel assigned to examine the landmark bill which seeks to raise the legal age of 

marriage for women to 21 has only one woman MP out of 31 members. The Prohibition of Child Marriage 

(Amendment) Bill, which will have wider influence over society especially females, was introduced in Lok 

Sabha during the winter session and referred to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, 

Women, Children, Youth and Sports. 

 The bill, piloted by the Women and Child Development Ministry, seeks to increase the legal age of marriage 

from 18 to 21. According to the members‘ list of the parliamentary standing committee, led by senior BJP 

leader Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, available on the Rajya Sabha website, TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only 

woman among the 31 members. 

 The bill seeks to increase the legal age for women to marry to 21 years, as is the provision for men. It seeks to 

amend seven personal laws — the Indian Christian Marriage Act; the Parsi Marriage and Divorce Act; the 

Muslim Personal Law (Shariat) Application Act; the Special Marriage Act; the Hindu Marriage Act; and 

the Foreign Marriage Act. 

Tamil Nadu unveils draft women‘s policy 

 Mandatory martial arts training for school and college girls, 50 more person-days for all single- and 
women-headed households under MGNREGS and 33.3% representation in registered parties are among 

the provisions in the draft Tamil Nadu State New Policy for Women 2021. 

 The document was released by the State Government. As per the draft, all forms of transport must be made 

women-friendly. ―In buses, the first half of the seats shall be earmarked for women, and the front 

exit/entrance shall be used only by women,‖ it said. The policy would be implemented over five years. 

 The draft policy provides for the establishment of a system of ―victim support‖ for all cases of abuse, and 

focuses on rehabilitation and identity protection at the first instance, without delay, to ensure that women do 

not feel abandoned. 

Tamil Nadu lies in the southernmost part of the Indian subcontinent and is bordered by the union 

territory of Puducherry and the South Indian states of Kerala, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. Its capital and 

largest city is Chennai. Its official language is Tamil, which is one of the longest-surviving classical languages in 

the world. Ravindra Narayana Ravi
 
is the current Governor of Tamil Nadu. M.K. Stalin is the current Chief 

Minister of Tamil Nadu. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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International 

 

Somalia‘s President suspends Prime Minister pending investigation 

 Somalia‘s President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed said he had suspended the Prime Minister‘s powers, 

escalating a destabilising dispute in the Horn of Africa country. The president, who had suspended Prime 
Minister Mohammed Hussein Roble before over an earlier confrontation, he had taken the action pending an 

investigation of accusations, that the prime minister had acquired land fraudulently. 

 According to analysts, the dispute between Mohamed and Roble has generated months of tension, which 

risks distracting the government from its fight against the Al Qaeda-linked insurgent group – Al Shabaab. 

The suspension of Roble‘s powers comes a day after Mohamed and Roble accused each other of holding up 

parliamentary elections. The parliamentary elections began on November 1 and were supposed to be completed 
by December 24, but one newly elected lawmaker said that only 24 of 275 representatives had been elected. 

Somalia is a country in the Horn of Africa. The country is bordered by Ethiopia to the west, Djibouti to the 
northwest, the Gulf of Aden to the north, the Indian Ocean to the east, and Kenya to the southwest. The capital and 

largest city is Mogadishu. The Somali shilling is the official currency of Somalia. 

Ecuador becomes first country to make Covid vaccine obligatory for children 

 Ecuador has become the first country to make coronavirus vaccines obligatory for children. Everyone from 

the age of five is eligible to be vaccinated. Some 69 percent of Ecuador‘s population of 17.7 million people have 

received two vaccine doses to date, and 900,000 have received a third, booster dose. Everyone from the age of 
five is eligible to be vaccinated. 

Ecuador is a country in northwestern South America, bordered by Colombia on the north, Peru on the east and 
south, and the Pacific Ocean on the west. Ecuador also includes the Galápagos Islands in the Pacific, about 1,000 

kilometers (621 mi) west of the mainland. The capital is Quito. The United States dollar is the currency of it. 

Guillermo Lasso is current President of Ecuador since 24 May 2021. 

The ‗India Out‘ campaign in the Maldives 

 Over the last three years since Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih was elected to office, an ‗India 

Out‘ [#IndiaOut] campaign has cropped up every now and then within the Indian Ocean island nation, 

mostly on social media. 

 The campaign is led by government critics who accuse the Solih government of ―allowing Indian boots on 
the ground‖, and thereby ―compromising the sovereignty‖ of the island nation. The ruling administration has 

denied there is any Indian military presence in the country, or a threat to Maldives‘s sovereignty. 

 Among the many grievances in social media posts by prominent members of ‗India Out‘ campaign, a 
recurring complaint is the lack of transparency in agreements being signed between the Solih government 

and India. ―An agreement or arrangement that is made with a development partner has to be shared with 

Parliament and approved. 

 The much of the criticism leveled by the Maldivian opposition and the ‗India Out‘ campaign wouldn‘t have 

arisen had these bilateral agreements been publicly discussed in the Maldives Parliament. But the ruling 

government and the defence ministry saying that these agreements are confidential has led to agitation in 

political circles that percolated down to ordinary Maldivian nationals. 
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Maldives is a South Asian country, located in the Indian Ocean, situated in the Arabian Sea. Male is the capital 

and most populated city, traditionally called the ―King‘s Island‖ for its central location. Maldivian rufiyaa is the 

currency of the Maldives. Ibrahim Mohamed Solih is the current President of the Maldives. 

Gibraltar poised to become first cryptocurrency hub 

 Gibraltar, once seen as a tax haven, will start a new life as a global hub for cryptocurrency trading. The 

British overseas territory is reviewing a proposal for blockchain firm Valereum to acquire the Gibraltar 

Stock Exchange, which would allow the territory to serve as a platform to trade bitcoin and dogecoin 

alongside traditional bonds. 

 Gibraltar is a British Overseas Territory located at the southern tip of the Iberian Peninsula. It has an area 

of 6.7 km
2
 and is bordered to the north by Spain. 

World‘s First ‗Dual-Mode Vehicle‘ To Begin Operating In Japan 

 The world‘s first dual-mode vehicle, equally at home on road and rail, is set to make its public debut in the 

town of Kaiyo in Japan‘s Tokushima prefecture. 

 The DMV looks like a minibus and runs on normal rubber tyres on the road. But when it arrives at an 

interchange, steel wheels descend from the vehicle‘s underbelly onto the rail track, effectively turning it into a 
train carriage. The train wheels lift the front tyres off the track while the rear wheels stay down to propel the 

DMV onto the railway. 

Naruhito is the Emperor of Japan. He acceded to the Chrysanthemum Throne on 1 May 2019, beginning the 

Reiwa era, following the abdication of his father, Emperor Akihito, on 30 April 2019. He is the 126
th

 monarch 

according to Japan‘s traditional order of succession. Tokyo is the capital city of Japan and yen is the official 

currency of Japan and it is the third most traded currency in the foreign exchange market after the United States 

dollar and the euro. Fumio Kishida is the current Prime Minister of Japan since 4 October 2021. He has also 

served as President of the Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) since 29 September 2021.  

National Museum of Egyptian Civilization to Host Egypt‘s First Ever ―World Art Forum‖ 

 In January 2022, the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization is scheduled to host the largest 

international contemporary art event, the World Art Forum (WAF). The WAF is the first of its kind, and 
adopts Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) at the center point of its mission. 

 The event will take place from 15 January through 19 January, under the auspices of the Ministries of 

Culture, Planning and Economic Development, Tourism and Antiquities, Emigration and Expatriate Affairs, and 
Environment and Cairo‘s Department of Tourism. 

 The World Art Form will be held in partnership with the United Nations Representative Office in Egypt, 
the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization, and the New York International Contemporary Art Society. 

Organized by Sheranda World Art and Jupiter Commz, the event aims to marry SDGs and contemporary 

art in line with, and in celebration of, Egypt‘s 2030 Vision. 

Egypt is a transcontinental country spanning the northeast corner of Africa and the Sinai Peninsula of Western 

Asia. It is bordered by the Mediterranean Sea to the north, the Gaza Strip (Palestine) and Israel to the 

northeast, the Red Sea to the east, Sudan to the south, and Libya to the west. Cairo is Egypt‘s capital and largest 

city. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi is the current President of Egypt since 2014. Mostafa Kamal Madbouly is the current 

Prime Minister of Egypt. The Egyptian pound is the currency of Egypt. 

UAE issues first civil marriage license for non-Muslim couple 

 The UAE issued its first civil marriage license for a non-Muslim couple, as the Gulf country seeks to keep its 
edge over regional competitors. The United Arab Emirates – where foreigners make up 90 percent of the 

approximately 10-million population – has been amending its laws to present itself as a modernising force in 

a largely conservative region. 
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 Civil marriage in the Middle East, the birthplace of Islam, Christianity and Judaism, is uncommon and 

usually conducted under a religious authority of one of the three monotheistic beliefs. Civil marriages are 
allowed in Tunisia and Algeria. 

Abu Dhab is the capital and the second most populous city of the United Arab Emirates (the most populous 

being Dubai), and also capital of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, the largest of the UAE‘s seven emirates. United 

Arab Emirates (UAE) is a federal sovereign absolute monarchy in Western Asia. Khalifa Al Nahyan is the 
current President of the United Arab Emirates. Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum is the Vice President and 

Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates (UAE), and Ruler of the Emirate of Dubai. United Arab Emirates 

dirham is the currency of the United Arab Emirates. It is bordered by Saudi Arabia to the west and south and 

by Oman to the east and northeast. The land border with Qatar in the Khawr al Udayd area is a source of 

ongoing dispute. 

Pakistan sets up first-ever body of Hindu leaders to take care of minority community‘s temples 

 Pakistan announced that it has set up a first-ever body of Hindu leaders to take care of the minority 
community‘s temples in the Muslim-majority country. The Ministry of Religious Affairs constituted the 
Pakistan Hindu Mandir Management Committee on the pattern of the already working Pakistan Sikh Gurdwara 

Management Committee. 

 The committee comprising Dewan Chand Chawla, Haroon Sarab Dayal, Mohandas, Naranjan Kumar, 
Megha Arora, Amit Shadani, Ashok Kumar, Versi Mill Dewani and Amar Nath Randhawa will be headed 

by Krishna Sharma. 

Pakistan is a country in South Asia. It is the world‘s fifth-most populous country, with a population of almost 

227 million, and has the world‘s second-largest Muslim population after Indonesia. It has a 1,046-kilometre (650-

mile) coastline along the Arabian Sea and Gulf of Oman in the south, and is bordered by India to the east, 

Afghanistan to the west, Iran to the southwest, and China to the northeast. It is separated narrowly from 

Tajikistan by Afghanistan‘s Wakhan Corridor in the north, and also shares a maritime border with Oman. 

Islamabad is the capital city of Pakistan. Imran Khan is a Pakistani politician and former cricketer who is the 

current Prime Minister of Pakistan. Khan was an international cricketer and captain of the Pakistan national cricket 

team, which he led to victory in the 1992 Cricket World Cup. Arif-ur-Rehman Alvi is serving as the current 

President of Pakistan. The Pakistani rupee has been the official currency of Pakistan. 

Shanghai opens two new lines on longest metro in world 

 The two new lines took the total length of the city‘s metro network to 831 km (516 miles). The new lines 
bring the total number of fully automatic driverless metro lines in the city to five, which will operate on the length 
of 167 km (103 miles). 

 Shanghai has maintained its position as the city with the largest Metro network in the world, with the 

opening of two driverless lines—Line 14 and Phase One of Line 18. 

Dubai govt first in world to turn 100% paperless 

 Establishing itself as a leading digital capital, Dubai has become the world‘s first paperless government, 
announced Emirate‘s Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

 The emirate has achieved the objectives of the ‗Dubai Paperless Strategy‘, which was launched in 2018, 
added Sheikh Hamdan. ―The achievement of this target marks the beginning of a new stage in Dubai‘s journey 

to digitise life in all its aspects a journey rooted in innovation, creativity and a focus on the future.‖ 

Area and volume of glaciers in Himalayan region is declining: Reports 

 In Nepal, the latest report on climate change has revealed that the area and volume of glaciers in the 

Himalayan region is declining. Transparency International Nepal in collaboration with other organizations 
conducted the research and the report was made public in Kathmandu. 
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 The researchers looked into the impact of climate change on water resources in Nepal‘s mountainous region 

and in the lower coastal regions. The latest study has revealed the findings of an earlier study report that the 

area of glaciers in Nepal decreased by about 24 percent from 1977 to 2010. 

 It also revealed that the height of the Imja and Lhotse glaciers in the Khumbu region of Nepal decreased 

from 1970 to 2007. The risk of flooding caused by glacial bursting has also increased. The study has also 
brought out the fact that 35 glaciers have burst from the Nepal mountain range so far. 

Nepal is a landlocked country in South Asia. Nepal has a diverse geography, including fertile plains, subalpine 

forested hills, and eight of the world‘s ten tallest mountains, including Mount Everest, the highest point on 

Earth. Nepal is a multi-ethnic, multi-lingual, multi-religious and multi-cultural state, with Nepali as the official 
language. Kathmandu is the nation‘s capital and the largest city. The name ―Nepal‖ is first recorded in texts from 

the Vedic period of the Indian subcontinent, the era in ancient Nepal when Hinduism was founded, the 

predominant religion of the country. The Constitution of Nepal, adopted in 2015, affirms Nepal as a secular 

federal parliamentary republic divided into seven provinces. Sher Bahadur Deuba is serving as the Prime 

Minister of Nepal since 13 July 2021. Bidya Devi Bhandari is serving as the second president of Nepal, in office 

since 28 October 2015. She is the first woman to hold the office in the country. Nepalese rupee is the official 

currency of the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal. 

U.S. appoints 2 women diplomats to represent Washington in Afghanistan 

 The U.S. has appointed two women diplomats to senior posts representing Washington in Afghanistan. 
Rina Amiri has been appointed as a special envoy for Afghan women, girls, and human rights. 

 She has spent two decades advising governments, the UN, and think tanks on issues related to Afghanistan. Under 
former US President Barack Obama, she served as a senior adviser to the US special representative for 

Afghanistan and Pakistan. Stephenie Foster, from the US State Department, will be the new senior adviser 

for women and girls to US operations to evacuate and resettle Afghans at risk. 

Germany shuts down three of its six nuclear power plants 

 Germany has shut down three of its six nuclear power plants, as part of the country‘s phase-out of nuclear 
energy and turned its focus to renewables. The government decided to speed up the phasing out of nuclear 

power following Japan‘s Fukushima reactor meltdown in 2011 when an earthquake and tsunami destroyed 

the coastal plant in the world‘s worst nuclear disaster since Chernobyl in 1986. 

 The plants in Brokdorf in the northern state of Schleswig-Holstein, Grohnde in Lower Saxony and Unit C 

at Gundremmingen in Bavaria in the south shut down after three and half decades in operation. The last 

three nuclear power plants - Isar-2, Emsland and Neckarwestheim-II - will be turned off by the end of 
2022. The six nuclear power plants contributed to around 12 per cent of electricity production in Germany 

in 2021. 

 The share of renewable energy was almost 41 per cent, with coal generating just under 28 per cent and gas 

around 15 per cent. Germany aims to make renewables meet 80 per cent of power demand by 2030 by 

expanding wind and solar power infrastructure. The closures take place as Europe faces one of its worst-ever 

energy crises and as nuclear power is, once again, gaining support as it produces significantly less carbon dioxide.  

Germany is a country in Central Europe. It is the second-most populous country in Europe after Russia, and the 

most populous member state of the European Union. Germany is situated between the Baltic and North seas to the 

north, and the Alps to the south; It borders Denmark to the north, Poland and the Czechia to the east, Austria and 

Switzerland to the south, and France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands to the west. The nation‘s capital 

and largest city is Berlin, and its financial centre is Frankfurt; the largest urban area is the Ruhr. Frank-Walter 

Steinmeier is serving as President of Germany since 19 March 2017. Angela Dorothea Merkel has served as 

the chancellor of Germany since 2005 to 8 December 2021. Olaf Scholz is a German politician serving 

as chancellor of Germany since 8 December 2021. Euro is it‘s official currency. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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ECONOMY AND FINANCE 
 

 

India welcomes Egypt as 4
th

 member of BRICS New Development Bank 

 India has welcomed Egypt as the fourth new member of BRICS New Development Bank. Bangladesh, 

UAE, and Uruguay joined in September 2021. Membership expansion enables New Development Bank to 
position itself as a premier development institution for emerging economies. 

 The New Development Bank aims to mobilize resources for development projects in BRICS, emerging 

economies, and developing countries. The BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) set up the bank 

with an aim to mobilise resources for infrastructure and sustainable development projects in emerging 

economies. 

 The BRICS brings together five of the largest developing countries of the world, representing 41 per cent of 
the global population, 24 per cent of the global GDP and 16 per cent of the global trade. ―We are delighted 

to welcome Egypt into NDB‘s family. Egypt is one of the world‘s fastest-growing countries, a major economy 

in the African continent and the Middle East region as well as a key player in development finance 
institutions,‖ said Marcos Troyjo, President of NDB. 

The New Development Bank (NDB), formerly referred to as the BRICS Development Bank, is a multilateral 

development bank established by the BRICS states (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa). According to 

the Agreement on the NDB, ―the Bank shall support public or private projects through loans, guarantees, equity 

participation and other financial instruments.‖ Moreover, the NDB ―shall cooperate with international 
organizations and other financial entities, and provide technical assistance for projects to be supported by the Bank.‖ 

The initial authorized capital of the bank is $100 billion divided into 1 million shares having a par value of 

$100,000 each. The initial subscribed capital of the NDB is $50 billion divided into paid-in shares ($10 billion) and 
callable shares ($40 billion). The initial subscribed capital of the bank was equally distributed among the 

founding members. The Agreement on the NDB specifies that every member will have one vote no one would 

have any veto powers. The bank is headquartered in Shanghai, China. Marcos Troyjo is President of the New 

Development Bank (NDB).  

India looks set to overtake France next year, Britain in 2023 to regain its place as world‘s 6
th

 

biggest economy 

 India looks set to overtake France next year and then Britain in 2023 to regain its place as the world‘s sixth 
biggest economy. The British consultancy CEBR said the world‘s economic output will exceed 100 trillion 

dollar for the first time next year and it will take China a little longer than previously thought to overtake 

the United States as the No.1 economy. 

 CEBR predicted China will become the world‘s top economy in dollar terms in 2030, two years later than 

forecast in last year‘s World Economic League Table report. CEBR deputy chairman Douglas McWilliams said, 
the important issue for the 2020s is how the world economies cope with inflation, which has now reached 6.8 per 

cent in the U.S. 

 The report showed Germany was on track to overtake Japan in terms of economic output in 2033. Russia 

could become a Top 10 economy by 2036 and Indonesia looks on track for ninth place in 2034. 
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5G services to roll out in India‘s four metros, selected cities in 2022 

 The Fifth Generation or 5G telecom services are set to be rolled out in selected cities in India in 2022. The 
cities which are set to get the 5G telecom services in 2022 include Gurugram, Bangalore, Kolkata, Mumbai, 

Chandigarh, Delhi, Jamnagar, Ahmadabad, Chennai, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Pune, and Gandhinagar. 

 Leading telecom service providers Bharti Airtel, Reliance Jio and Vodafone Idea, have established 5G trials 

sites in these cities. ―These Metros and big cities would be the first places for launch of 5G services in the 

country. 

The fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband networks. While 
4G was a great leap forward, allowing people to stream music and video on the go, 5G is designed to connect many 

more types of devices than smartphones and offers far higher speed and capacity. The government is also 

involved actively to facilitate the rollout of 5G services. The Department of Telecom has roped in leading research 

institutions for the development and testing of 5G technology. Eight agencies - Indian Institute of Technology 

(IIT) Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Hyderabad, IIT Madras, IIT Kanpur, Indian Institute of Science (IISC) 

Bangalore, Society for Applied Microwave Electronics Engineering & Research (SAMEER), and Centre of 
Excellence in Wireless Technology (CEWiT) - are involved in the research project called ‗Indigenous 5G Test bed 

project‘. The Indigenous 5G Test bed project started in 2018 and is set to be completed by December 31, 2021. 

The project has been funded by the Department of Telecom. The department has spent Rs224 crore on this project. 

IndusInd Bank, NPCI tie-up to offer remittances to India using UPI IDs 

 IndusInd Bank has joined hands with the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) for offering real-

time cross-border remittances to India using UPI IDs for its Money Transfer Operator (MTO) partners. 

 The private sector bank has become the first Indian bank to go live on UPI for Cross Border 

Payments/NRI Remittances. Under this arrangement, the MTOs will be using the IndusInd Bank channel to 
connect with NPCI‘s UPI payment systems for validation and cross-border payment settlement into beneficiary 

accounts. 

IndusInd Bank Limited is a new-generationIndian bank headquartered in Pune. The bank offers commercial, 
transactional and electronic banking products and services. IndusInd Bank was inaugurated in April 1994 by then 

Union Finance Minister Manmohan Singh. IndusInd Bank is the first among the new-generation private banks 

in India. 

JSW Group becomes first Indian corporate house to introduce EV policy 

 Mumbai-based JSW Group has become the first major Indian multinational conglomerate to roll out an 
electric vehicle (EV) policy for its employees. Under the new scheme, employees will be able to avail an 

incentive of up to Rs 3 lakh towards purchasing a four-wheeler or two-wheeler EV. The Green Initiative 

JSW Electric Vehicle (EV) Policy will be rolled out nationwide for all JSW employees from January 1, 2022. 

 The policy is aimed at increasing the pace of EV adoption across sectors and creating the necessary 

supplementary framework to slowly decarbonise the transportation sector, which is the third leading sector in 

terms of carbon emissions in India. The policy is also ―aligned with India‘s Nationally Determined 

Contributions (NDCs) and Sustainable Development Scenarios (SDS) of The International Energy Agency 

(IEA)‖. 

JSW Group is an Indian multinational conglomerate, based in Mumbai. It is led by Sajjan Jindal and part of 

the O.P. Jindal Group. The group is active in sectors such as steel, energy, minerals, ports & infrastructure, and 

cement, across India, the US, South America, and Africa. JSW Steel, JSW Energy, JSW Ispat Steel, and JSW 

Cement are among the subsidiaries of JSW Group. 

 IndusInd Bank announces launch of ‗green fixed deposits‘ 

 IndusInd Bank has announced the launch of ‗green fixed deposits‘, whereby the deposit proceeds will be 
used to finance projects and firms supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
These deposits will be offered to both retail and corporate customers. 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 18 

 

 The Bank will use the proceeds from these deposits to finance a wide array of sectors falling under the SDG 

category including, energy efficiency, renewable energy, green transport, sustainable food, agriculture, forestry, 
waste management and greenhouse gas reduction. 

SBI set to embrace new benchmarks in LIBOR transition 

 India‘s largest lender, State Bank of India (SBI) is set to embrace new recommended interest rate 
benchmarks necessitated as the traditional rate gauge London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) will cease 

to exist for its day-to-day businesses and in product pricing. 

 All the systems and processes in SBI are aligned to support transactions linked to these Alternate 

Reference Rates (ARR), the bank said in a release. ―LIBOR Transition is a significant financial event for 

international financial markets‖. ―As the country‘s largest bank, SBI has been assiduously tracking the global 

developments in the LIBOR space to align with the best practices and has proactively modified its systems 

and processes to embrace the change from LIBOR to ARR.‖ 

The London Inter-Bank Offered Rate is an interest-rate average calculated from estimates submitted by the 

leading banks in London. Each bank estimates what it would be charged were it to borrow from other banks. 
The resulting average rate is usually abbreviated to Libor or LIBOR. It was formerly known as BBA Libor (for 

British Bankers‘ Association Libor or the trademark bba libor) before the responsibility for the administration 

was transferred to Intercontinental Exchange. It is the primary benchmark, along with the Euribor, for short-

term interest rates around the world. Libor was phased out at the end of 2021, and market participants are being 

encouraged to transition to risk-free interest rates. 

SBI to acquire nearly 10 pc stake in India International Clearing Corporation 

 State Bank of India will acquire about 10 per cent stake in the India International Clearing Corporation 
(IICC). IICC is the first international clearing corporation set up at GIFT-IFSC that acts as a central 
counterparty providing clearing and settlement and risk management services. It clears and settles index and 

single stock derivatives, currency derivatives and debt securities. 

Corporate-promoted NBFCs can have 15% stake in banks, with increase in cap 

 Corporate houses, which are not allowed to own a bank, can now pick up 15 per cent stake in commercial 

banks through their non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 

 This is because the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has allowed non-promoters to hold up to 15 per cent in 

private sector banks, following the recommendation of an internal working group (IWG) that was set up to 

review the existing guidelines on ownership and corporate structure for these entities. 

Metaverse Dubai introduces the World‘s First Virtual Mega City based on Real-world map of 

Dubai Prime Areas 

 ―Metaverse Dubai is stepping up the game to amaze new travelers on a wider scale by becoming the first 

global virtual NFT platform based on a real-world map. 

 It upholds the concepts of decentralization and NFTs originating from blockchain technology while adding 

newer infrastructure and more advanced features than its forerunner.‖ 

LIC unveils digital zone in Mumbai 

 The Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has set up ‗LIC Digi Zone‘ at BKC in Mumbai to enhance 

its digital operations such as sales and services for its customers. Aiming to become a tech-driven life insurer, it 

said it will offer information regarding its products and services through kiosks installed in the premises. 

Customers can use this facility to buy policies online, pay premium and avail other services as well. 

Life Insurance Corporation of India is an Indian statutory insurance and investment corporation. It is under the 
ownership of Ministry of Finance, Government of India. It is headquartered in Mumbai. The Life insurance 

Corporation of India was established on 1 September 1956. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

Inventions/Discoveries 

NASA launches world‘s most powerful space telescope to scour universe for hints of life 

 World‘s largest and most powerful space telescope has been launched successfully into orbit to make 

breakthrough discoveries on the origins of the Universe and Earth-like planets beyond our solar system. 

The James Webb Space Telescope, NASA‘s premier space observatory of the next decade, launched in an 

Ariane rocket from the European Space Agency‘s base in French Guiana. 

 The Webb telescope will reach its destination in solar orbit some 1.5 million km from Earth - about four 

times farther away than the moon. And Webb‘s special orbital path will keep it in constant alignment with the 

Earth as the planet and telescope circle the sun in tandem. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) is an independent agency of the executive branch of the 

United States federal government responsible for the civilian space program, as well as aeronautics and aerospace 

research. President Dwight D. Eisenhower established NASA in 1958. Sen. Bill Nelson was sworn in as the 

14
th

 NASA administrator on May 3, 2021, tasked with carrying out the Biden-Harris administration‘s vision for 

the agency. 

Fresh revelations in anatomy: New layer of muscle discovered on the jaw 

 Researchers from Switzerland have discovered a new layer of muscle on our jaw. The team described an 
additional, deeper layer in the masseter muscle, a prominent jaw muscle which is found in the rear part of 

the cheek and helps in chewing. 

 Their findings were published recently in the journal Annals of Anatomy. They recommend that the muscle 

be named Musculus masseter pars coronidea, which means the coronoid part of the masseter. The team 

carried out a detailed anatomical study using computer tomographic scans. They analysed stained tissue 
sections from deceased individuals and MRI data from a living person. 

 It has now been proven that the human jaw muscle has three layers instead of the two previously on record. 

The most visible and the largest jaw muscle is the masseter muscle. If you put your hand at the point where the 
lower end of your ears and the cheeks meet and press down on your teeth, you can easily feel that muscle 

tightening. 

 This masseter muscle has one deep part and another superficial part, as described in anatomy books (check 

main image). The researchers wanted to figure out if the masseter muscle had a super-deep layer which was 

hidden as suggested by historical texts. 

China develops AI ‗prosecutor‘ that can press charges with ‗97% accuracy‘ 

 China has been making rapid advancements in the technology field. And now, Chinese scientists have 

claimed that they have developed a machine that can charge people with crime using artificial intelligence. 

This is the world‘s first such machine. 
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 The AI ―prosecutor‖ can charge people with over 97 per cent accuracy, the researchers further claimed, 

adding that it works on verbal description. The machine was built and tested by the Shanghai Pudong 

People‘s Procuratorate, the country‘s largest and busiest district prosecution office. 

 The machine received training for five years – from 2015 to 2020 – reported South Chia Morning Post. It 

was fed 17,000 cases and was able to identify and press charges for common crimes. Project‘s lead scientist told 
local media that the machine has been created to reduce the current workload of prosecutors. Digital technology 

is being used extensively by law enforcement agencies around the world, but are limited to evaluation of 

evidence or in forensics. This is the first time that AI is being pushed in the decision-making process. 

China is a country in East Asia and the world‘s most populous country, with a population of around 

1.404 billion. Beijing is the capital of the People‘s Republic of China. Xi Jinping is serving as
 
president of the 

People‘s Republic of China. National People‘s Congress is the national legislature of the People‘s Republic of 

China. With 2,980 members in 2018, it is the largest parliamentary body in the world. China‘s currency yuan 

joins the International Monetary Fund‘s basket of reserve currencies. China claims sovereignty over all of the 
South China Sea, a huge source of hydrocarbons. However, several ASEAN member countries, including Vietnam, 

Philippines and Brunei, have made counterclaims. Chinese claims in the South China Sea are described in part 

by the nine-dash line. China and India are the two neighbouring countries in Asia. India shares 3488 km of 

border with China that runs along the states of Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Sikkim, Uttarakhand 

and Arunachal Pradesh. The Belt and Road Initiative, known in Chinese and formerly in English as One Belt 

One Road or OBOR for short, is a global infrastructure development strategy adopted by the Chinese 

government in 2013 to invest in nearly 70 countries and international organizations. 

Japan launches huge Inmarsat-6 F1 communications satellite into orbit 

 The Inmarsat-6 F1 satellite launched atop a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries H-2A rocket from Japan‘s 

Tanegashima Space Center. The 12,060-pound (5,470 kilograms) Inmarsat-6 F1 is the first of two ―I-6‖ 

spacecraft that London-based company Inmarsat plans to loft to geostationary orbit, about 22,240 miles 
(35,790 kilometers) above our planet. 

 Designated H-IIAF45, Inmarsat-6 F1 launch is Japan‘s third orbital flight of 2021 and H-IIA‘s second 

mission of the year, marking the 45
th
 flight of the H-IIA vehicle overall. It is dual-payload satellite featuring 

both L-band (ELERA) and Ka-band (Global Xpress). It is the world‘s largest and most sophisticated 

commercial communications satellite ever launched. H-IIA is Japan‘s longest-serving liquid-fueled rocket 

(since 2001) and currently largest rocket operated by MHI for the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency 

(JAXA). 

Tamil Nadu becomes first state to get own genome sequencing lab 

 Tamil Nadu became the first state to get its own genome sequencing laboratory. Tamil Nadu Health Minister 
Ma Subramanian said that the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG) has approved the 

state government‘s request to set up a genomic sequencing lab. 

 The Tamil Nadu health department has been raising concerns about the delay in receiving the results of the 

gene drop samples sent for genomic analysis amid the surge in Covid-19 cases. So far, the state has sent 
samples to INSACOG-recognised centres in Instem Bangalore, CDFD Hyderabad, and NIV Pune. 

INSACOG (Indian SARS-CoV-2 Consortium on Genomics or Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genetics Consortium is the 

forum set up under the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare by the Government of India on 25 December 

2020, to study and monitor genome sequencing and virus variation of circulating strains of COVID-19 in India. 

Initially it was tasked to study the virus variant Lineage B.1.1.7 earlier found in United Kingdom in December 

2020. INSACOG works as a consortium of 28 national laboratories for genome sequencing located in different 

parts of India. All these 10 laboratories are required to share 5% of positive samples to INSACOG for further 

research and studies. A National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) nodal unit maintain a database of all 

samples of the new variants. Two national genomic sequencing database centers are appointed 1) National 

Institute of Biomedical Genomics and 2) CSIR Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology. In its early 

research INSACOG identefied virus variant Lineage B.1.617 referred to as a double mutation variant. 
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Ambala to get north India‘s first National Centre for Disease Control branch 

 A branch of the National Centre for Disease Control (NCDC) is set to come up in Ambala‘s Naggal village. 
The centre, which is expected to come up at a cost of 14 crore, will be spread across 4.11 acre and be the first of 

its kind in North India. It will have a state-of-the-art lab, equipped with modern equipment. 

 Haryana health minister Anil Vij said that viruses like Nipah, Zika, Rabies, Zoonotic, Covid-19 and 

Hepatitis will be tested here and along with innovative tests and experiments. Several other initiatives like 

promotion of integrated disease surveillance, studies on environmental change and quality and capacity building 
will also be carried out. It will also be developed as a training centre for epidemiologists, microbiologists and 

laboratory technicians, officials said. 

The National Centre for Disease Control (previously known as the National Institute of Communicable 
Diseases) is an institute under the Indian Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of Health and Family 

Welfare. It was established in July 1963 for research in epidemiology and control of communicable diseases and 

to reorganize the activities of the Malaria Institute of India. It has eight branches at Alwar, Bengaluru, 

Trivandrum, Calicut, Coonoor, Jagdalpur, Patna, Rajahmundry and Varanasi to advise the respective state 
governments on public health. The headquarters are in Sham Nath Marg, in New Delhi. 

NASA‘s Most Anticipated Space Projects set to launch in 2022 

 Some of NASA‘s most anticipated space projects are set to launch in 2022. Expect the first photographs and 

science results from the recently launched James Webb Space Telescope in 2021, as well as the launch of a 

new mission to examine an undiscovered world and the planned collision of a NASA spacecraft with an 

asteroid‘s moon. 

 More spectacular photographs from NASA‘s Juno mission, which has been orbiting Jupiter since 2016, are 

on their way. The spacecraft is now observing several of Jupiter‘s 79 moons as part of its extended mission. 
In September, it will pass close by Europa, one of the planet‘s most fascinating moons. Scientists are 

fascinated by Europa because it has a vast ocean beneath its ice cover that could support life. Occasionally, 

plumes of ice explode into space from holes in the ice. Juno might be able to see the plumes in action. 

Astronomers detect first signature of Magnetic Field on a Planet Outside of Our Solar System 

 Researchers have identified the first signature of a magnetic field surrounding a planet outside of our solar 
system. Earth‘s magnetic field acts as a shield against energetic particles from the sun known as the solar 

wind. Magnetic fields could play similar roles on other planets. 

 An international team of astronomers used data from the Hubble Space Telescope to discover the signature 

of a magnetic field in a planet outside our solar system. The finding, described in a paper in the journal Nature 

Astronomy, marks the first time such a feature has been seen on an exoplanet. 

 A magnetic field best explains the observations of an extended region of charged carbon particles that surround 

the planet and stream away from it in a long tail. Magnetic fields play a crucial role in protecting planetary 

atmospheres, so the ability to detect the magnetic fields of exoplanets is a significant step toward better 

understanding what these alien worlds may look like. 

 The team used Hubble to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b, a Neptune-sized planet 123 light-years from 

Earth, pass directly across the face of its host star six times in what is known as a ―transit.‖ The observations 

were made in the ultraviolet light spectrum, which is just beyond what the human eye can see. 

 Hubble detected carbon ions – charged particles that interact with magnetic fields – surrounding the planet 

in what is known as a magnetosphere. A magnetosphere is a region around a celestial object (such as Earth) that 
is formed by the object‘s interaction with the solar wind emitted by its host star. 

The Hubble Space Telescope (often referred to as HST or Hubble) is a space telescope that was launched into low 

Earth orbit in 1990 and remains in operation. It was not the first space telescope, but it is one of the largest and 

most versatile, renowned both as a vital research tool and as a public relations boon for astronomy. The Hubble 

telescope is named after astronomer Edwin Hubble. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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SPORTS 

 

Sports Personalities in News 

Hockey: India wins bronze, Korea lift the Asian Champions trophy in Dhaka 

 In a scintillating match, Korea defeated Japan to lift the trophy in the Hero Asian Champions trophy hockey 

in Dhaka. The five-nation tournament came to an end with two matches being played on the last day of the game. 

India defeated Pakistan 4-3 to secure the bronze medal while Korea defeated Japan 4-2 to emerge Asian 

Champions. 

Himachal Pradesh beat Tamil Nadu to clinch Vijay Hazare Trophy 

 Himachal Pradesh batters played out of their skins to beat Tamil Nadu in the final of Vijay Hazare Trophy 

at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium. 

Mohammad Shami becomes fifth Indian pacer to take 200 Test wickets 

 Mohammed Shami has established himself among the greats of Indian cricket by becoming only the fifth 

Indian pacer to take 200 Test wickets. Shami achieved the feat in the first India-South Africa Test match in 

Centurion. 

 Shami has joined Kapil Dev, Javagal Srinath, Zaheer Khan, and Ishant Sharma in the elusive list. Shami 

reached the milestone in 55 Test matches and is the third quickest Indian after Kapil and Srinath to join the list. 

Shami took a five-wicket haul at the SuperSport Park to reach 200 Test wickets. Shami‘s exceptional bowling 
effort helped India bowl South Africa out for a score of 197 in the first innings. 

Arif Khan becomes first Indian to qualify for two events in Winter Olympics 

 Jammu and Kashmir-based alpine skier Arif Mohammed Khan has qualified for his second event at the 
2022 Winter Olympics to be held in Beijing. By doing this, he becomes the first Indian to qualify for two 

events at the Winter Olympics. There are three Indians who have previously competed at the Winter Olympics 
in 2 events. 

Loh Kean Yew became Singapore‘s first badminton world champion 

 Loh Kean Yew became Singapore‘s first badminton world champion with a 21-15 22-20 win over India‘s 
Kidambi Srikanth in Huelva, Spain. Only players from China, Indonesia, Denmark and Japan had won the 
men‘s title since the inaugural competition in 1977. 

Smriti Mandhana nominated for prestigious Rachael Heyhoe Flint Trophy for ICC Women‘s 

Cricketer of the Year-2021 award 

 India women‘s team cricketer Smriti Mandhana was nominated for the prestigious Rachael Heyhoe Flint 
Trophy for ICC Women‘s Cricketer of the Year-2021 award. With 855 runs in 22 internationals, at an average 
of 38.86 with one century and five half-centuries, the year gone by has seen the 25-year-old Mandhana touch new 

heights. Besides Mandhana, the other three cricketers – England‘s Tammy Beaumont, Australia‘s Lizelle Lee and 

Ireland‘s Gaby Lewis also figure in the list. 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
Education Minister launched 100-day Reading Campaign ‗Padhe Bharat‘ 

 Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched 100-day Reading Campaign ‗Padhe Bharat‘. The 
reading campaign aims to have participation of all stakeholders at national and state level including children, 
teachers, parents, community and educational administrators. 

 The campaign marks an important step to improve learning levels of students as it develops creativity, 

critical thinking, vocabulary and the ability to express both verbally and in writing. It will help children to 
relate to their surroundings and real life situation. Children studying in Balvatika to grade eight will be part of 

this campaign. The reading campaign will be organised till 10
th
 of April next year. 

Three-day Kashi Indian International Film Festival begins in Varanasi 

 The first three-day Kashi Indian International Film Festival begins in Varanasi. The Festival will showcase 
glimpses of Indian classical music and dance, and events on famous philosophers, poets, writers, and musicians. 

The festival is being organized by Information and Broadcasting Ministry in collaboration with film bandhu 

and the Uttar Pradesh government. 

Delhi govt‘s colour-coded action plan to fight Covid-19 

 The Delhi government notified a colour-coded action plan under which the level of restrictions in markets, 
industries, offices and public transport will be determined based on the Covid-19 test positivity rate, new 

cases, and occupancy of oxygen beds in hospitals. And the restrictions have been classified under Yellow, 

Amber, Orange and Red alerts. While Yellow is the lowest level of alert, Red is the highest, which will bring 

the city under a complete lockdown. 

Davangere to get India‘s first mobile haemophilia service unit 

 The Karnataka Haemophilia Society based is all set to launch a haemophilia mobile service unit, covering 
100 km in the region. The mobile service unit will be launched in association with Rotary International, 

south Davangere, in order to provide treatment to haemophilia families at their doorsteps. This initiative is a 

first of its kind in the country. The Society aims to detect haemophilia among people at the earliest and provide 

treatment to them so that permanent disability can be prevented. 

NITI Aayog VC Dr Rajiv Kumar inaugurates national-level workshop on bamboo development 

 NITI Aayog organized a day-long national-level workshop on bamboo development in New Delhi. Science 
and Technology Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh, NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Dr. Rajiv Kumar, NITI Aayog Member 
Dr. VK Saraswat, and CEO Amitabh Kant inaugurated the workshop. 

 NITI Aayog Vice-Chairman Dr Rajiv Kumar said, ranging from conventional use to radical innovation like 

bio-energy, the bamboo industry contributes to 35 billion dollars in the GDP. He said, growing at a steady 

rate of five percent compound annual growth rate, the global bamboo market has immense potential, and 

leveraging India‘s strengths can prove to be a great catalyst of growth. 

 Several stakeholders from India and abroad are attending the workshop to understand the opportunities and 

challenges in the bamboo sector. NITI Aayog is in the process of formulating pragmatic policies and 

technologies for the holistic development of the Indian bamboo industry. 

World Sangeet Tansen festival held in Madhya Pradesh 

 World Sangeet Tansen festival is held in Madhya Pradesh. The festival was organised till December 30
th

 in 
Gwalior. This is the 97

th
 edition of the festival. The stage of the program has been constructed on the theme of 

Siddhanath temple situated in Omkareshwar. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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PERSONS IN NEWS 
Indian-origin judge appointed to South Africa‘s highest judicial bench 

 Narandran ‗Jody‘ Kollapen, who is of Indian origin, has been appointed to South Africa‘s highest judicial 

bench, the Constitutional Court. 

 President Cyril Ramaphosa announced the appointment of 64-year-old Kollapen and Rammaka Steven 

Mathopo as the latest additions to the Constitutional Court after a lengthy process of public interviews. 

Kollapen and Mathopo were among the five candidates recommended to Ramaphosa in October this year for the 
two vacancies. Both have taken office from January 1, 2022. 

Vikram Misri appointed new deputy NSA 

 China expert and former Indian envoy to Beijing Vikram Misri was appointed deputy national security 

adviser in the national security council secretariat. Misri, a 1989 batch IFS officer, will come in place of 

Pankaj Saran who demits office on December 31, 2021. 

Anupam Ray to be India‘s new permanent representative at UN Conference on Disarmament 

 Senior diplomat Anupam Ray has been appointed as India‘s next permanent representative to the UN 

Conference on Disarmament in Geneva. Mr. Ray, a 1994-batch Indian Foreign Service officer, is currently 

serving as a joint secretary in the MEA‘s headquarters in Delhi. ―Anupam Ray (IFS:1994), presently joint 
secretary in the ministry, has been appointed as the next ambassador/PR (permanent representative) of India to the 

UN Conference on Disarmament, Geneva,‖. 

Vinay Kumar Tripathi appointed as new Chairman, CEO of Railway Board 

 Vinay Kumar Tripathi has been appointed as new Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Railway 

Board. The Appointment Committee of the Cabinet has approved the appointment of Mr Tripathi who is 
presently working as General Manager, North Eastern Railway to the post of Chairman of Railway Board. Mr 

Tripathi belongs to 1983 Batch of Indian Railway Service of Electrical Engineers. 

Andhra Pradesh girl becomes first Indian to complete Nasa programme 

 Jahnavi Dangeti, a second-year engineering student from Palakollu of West Godavari, has been intrigued 

by the mysteries of the space and the distant planets since her childhood. But it is her grandmother, who 

sparked her interest further with her bedtime stories. 

 An aspiring astronaut, Jahnavi, created history by being the only Indian to undergo International Air and 
Space Program (IASP) at Nasa Launch Operations‘ Kennedy Space Centre in Alabama, US. 

Violet Baruah becomes first woman IG of Assam Police 

 Indian Police Services (IPS) officer Violet Baruah became the first-ever woman to get promoted to the rank 

of Inspector General in Assam Police. 

 The Home Department of Assam government promoted Baruah, who received the President‘s Police Medal 

for Distinguished Service this year, to the rank of Inspector General of Police with effect from January 1, 

2022. 

 The Assam Police‘s senior most woman IPS officer, who is currently posted as the Deputy Inspector 

General of Police (BTAD) in Kokrajhar district, will be in the ‗Super Time Scale-II of IPS‘ of pay matrix, it 

added. 

 Along with Baruah, eight other DIGs of the state police were promoted to the rank of IG, the government 

notification said. They are Anand Prakash Tiwari, Diganta Barah, Lachit Barua, Deboraj Upadhaya, 

Mridulananda Sarma, Dilip Kumar Dey, Prasanta Kumar Bhuyan and Nitul Gogoi, it added. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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AWARDS 
Greenman Viral Desai honoured with Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award 

 Surat‘s noted industrialist Viral Desai, popularly known as Greenman for his love for the environment, has 
been awarded the prestigious Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award in Dubai. Viral Desai 

and the other winners were felicitated at Dubai‘s Atlantis, The Palm, on December 23, with the Bharat 

Gaurav Samman by Sanskruti Yuva Sansthan. The UAE‘s Foreign Trade And Economic Development 

Department‘s Director-General Sheikh Awad Mohammed Mugrin graced the ceremony with his presence. 

 Twenty-eight prominent personalities from 11 countries, including the UK, the US, New Zealand, France, 

and Malaysia, were felicitated with the prestigious awards on occasion, but Viral Desai was the only one 

from India to have won the honour for climate action. 

 Some of the other awardees include motivational speaker Padma Shri Gaur Gopaldas, polo player Ashvini 

Kumar Sharma, Akshaya Patra Foundation‘s chairman Padma Shri Madhu Pandit Dasa, instrumentalist 

Padma Bhushan Pandit Vishwa Mohan Bhatt, Padma Shri Ramkishore Chhipa, Nirbhaya‘s mother Asha 

Devi, investor banker Saket Mishra, and others. 

 Global Environmental Citizen Award is an environmental award, established by ―Harvard Medical School 

Centre for Health and Global Environment‖. It is bestowed annually to an individual who is working to restore 
and protect global environment. 

UNICEF Photo of the Year: Two Indian Photographers Won First & Second Prize 

 UNICEF Germany has held the international competition UNICEF Photo of the Year. It honours photos and 
photo series by professional photojournalists that document the personalities and circumstances of children in an 
outstanding way. To take part in the competition, photographers need to be nominated by an internationally 

renowned photography expert. An independent jury decided the winner of the ‗UNICEF Photo of the Year‘. 

 As the result of a tropical cyclone, the water in the Ganges Delta burst its banks. The floods swept away the 
small tea shop that twelve-year-old Pallavi Paduya and her family ran on Namkhana Island. And with it their 

entire livelihood. Indian photographer Supratim Bhattacharjee met the girl in 2020 one day after the 

disaster, standing in the ruins of her life. He won the first prize. 

 Indian photographer Sourav Das has captured scenes from the everyday life of this unusually creative and lovable 

village school. According to UNICEF, 1.6 billion children were unable to attend school at the height of the global 

lockdown. He won the second prize. 

Sahitya Akademi Award 2021: Authors Namita Gokhale, Khalid Hussain, TMC MLA Bratya 

Basu among 20 winners 

 Eminent author Namita Gokhale, TMC MLA Bratya Basu and noted Punjabi writer Khalid Hussain were 
among the 20 names announced for the Sahitya Akademi Award 2021. 

 The annual awards, given in 20 Indian languages, included seven books of poetry, two novels, five short 

stories, two plays, one book each of biography, autobiography, criticism and epic poetry. 

 While Gokhale won the award for her 2016 historical epic novel ―Things to Leave Behind‖, Basu and 
Hussain won won the awards for a play and collection of short stories ―Sullan Da Salan‖, respectively. 

The Sahitya Akademi Award is a literary honour in India, which the Sahitya Akademi, India‘s National 

Academy of Letters, annually confers on writers of the most outstanding books of literary merit published in 

any of the 24 major Indian languages such as Tamil, English, Bengali, Punjabi and the 22 listed languages in 
the Eighth Schedule of the Indian Constitution recognised by the Sahitya Akademi, New Delhi. Established in 

1954, the award comprises a plaque and a cash prize of Rs. 1,00,000. The award‘s purpose is to recognise and 

promote excellence in Indian writing and also acknowledge new trends.  

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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IMPORTANT DAYS 
National Consumer Day observed to spread awareness about rights, responsibilities of consumer 

 National Consumer Day is observed on 24 December annually to highlight the importance of the consumer 
movement and spread awareness about the rights and responsibilities of every consumer. On this day the 

Consumer Protection Act, 1986 was enacted. 

 This year‘s theme of National Consumer Day is ―Tackling Plastic Pollution‖. India was plagued by 

exploitations of consumers. The problems were further aggravated by inflation and poor technology. To 

solve these problems, the Consumer Protection Bill was passed in 1986. December 24 was marked as the 

National Consumer Day under the Consumer Protection Act, 1986. Since then, December 24 has been 

observed as the National Consumer Day. The Act aims to provide consumers with effective safeguards against 
different types of exploitation, such as defective goods, deficiency in services and unfair trade practices.  

National Energy Conservation Day 

 The National Energy Conservation Day is observed on December 14
th

, every year by the Bureau of Energy 
Efficiency (BEE). The day focuses on making people aware of global warming and climate change and promotes 

efforts towards saving energy resources. 

 This year, the theme for the competition is ‗AzadikaAmritMahotsav: Energy Efficient India‖ and 

‗AzadikaAmritMahotsav: Cleaner Planet‘. The State level painting competitions will be organized from 1
st
 to 

10
th
 December 2021 in all States and Union Territories of the country. 

Global Family Day 

 Global Family Day, One Day of Peace and Sharing, is celebrated every January 1 in the United States as a 
global day of peace and sharing. Global Family Day grew out of the United Nations Millennium celebration, 

―One Day In Peace‖. 

World Braille Day 4 January 

 Every year on January 04, World Braille Day is observed to raise the importance of Braille, which serves as 
a communication medium for blind and partially sighted people. This day is marked as the birth anniversary of 

Louis Braille, who was the inventor of Braille, born on January 04, 1809, in France. 

 World Braille Day, celebrated since 2019, is observed to raise awareness of the importance of Braille as a 

means of communication in the full realization of the human rights for blind and partially sighted people. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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QUESTIONS 
 

1. The ministry of home affairs set up a high-level committee, headed by _______ to look into the possibility of 

withdrawing the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from Nagaland. 
 (a) Mukesh Jain (b) Vivek Joshi (c) Tanmay Jha (d) Uday Kumar 

 

2. Recently, Nitin Gadkari launched the first Intelligent Transport System on Eastern Peripheral Expressway in 
_______. 

 (a) Ghaziabad (b) Noida (c) Meerut (d) Shimla 

 

3. Which of the following states has recently topped the composite ranking in the Good Governance Index (GGI)? 
 (a) Kerala (b) Maharashtra (c) Odisha (d) Gujarat 

 

4. Recently, Minister of Agriculture, Narendra Singh Tomar inaugurated the four-day agriculture exhibition 
‗Agrovision‘, in _______. 

 (a) Jaipur, Rajasthan  (b) Nagpur, Maharashtra 

 (c) Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh (d) Kanpur, Uttar Pradesh 

 
5. Name the Indian origin person who has been appointed to South Africa‘s highest judicial bench, the Constitutional 

Court. 

 (a) Amit ―Gopi‖ Mendiratta (b) Narandran ‗Jody‘ Kollapen 
 (c) Gistro ―Mibto‖ Luter  (d) Chetan ―Jolly‖ Karamdas 

 

6. Which of the following has become the first country to make coronavirus vaccines obligatory for children? 
 (a) Kenya (b) Ecuador (c) Eritrea (d) Madagascar 

 

7. According to British consultancy CEBR which of the following countries will become the world‘s top economy in 

dollar terms in 2030? 
 (a) Japan (b) USA (c) China (d) Russia 

 

8. Which of the following teams won Vijay Hazare Trophy at the Sawai Mansingh Stadium recently? 
 (a) Tamil Nadu  (b) Maharashtra 

 (c) Himachal Pradesh  (d) Uttar Pradesh 

 
9. Recently, In a revelation that could redefine certain aspects of anatomical studies, scientists have now discovered 

that humans have a new layer of muscles behind the _______. 

 (a) Cheeks (b) Brain (c) Eyes (d) Liver 

 
10. National Consumer Day is observed on _______ annually to highlight the importance of the consumer movement 

and spread awareness about the rights and responsibilities of every consumer. 

 (a) 16 December  (b) 19 December 
 (c) 21 December  (d) 24 December 

 

11. According to the fourth Health Index launched by NITI Aayog, which of the following states has emerged as the 

top performer in terms of overall health performance among larger States? 
 (a) Maharashtra (b) Kerala (c) Karnataka (d) Madhya Pradesh 

 

12. Who has been appointed deputy national security adviser in the national Security Council secretariat? 
 (a) Vikram Misri (b) Ajay Bapat (c) Mukesh Kumar (d) Avinash Sharan 

 

13. Which of the following countries President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed had suspended the Prime Minister‘s 
powers, escalating a destabilising dispute recently? 

 (a) Eritrea (b) Somalia (c) Djibouti (d) Liberia 
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14. The ‗India Out‘ campaign is quiet visible in news. India Out‘ campaign is cropped up in _______. 

 (a) Maldives (b) Mauritius (c) Seychelles (d) Sri Lanka 
 

15. The Fifth Generation or 5G telecom services are set to be rolled out in selected cities in India in 2022. Which of the 

following is not among the selected cities? 

 (a) Lucknow (b) Jamnagar (c) Pune (d) Varanasi 
 

16. Which of the following banks has joined hands with the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) for 
offering real-time cross-border remittances to India using UPI IDs for its Money Transfer Operator (MTO) partners 

recently? 

 (a) Bandhan Bank (b) IDFC First Bank (c) IndusInd Bank (d) Axis Bank 
 

17. The National Energy Conservation Day is observed on _______ every year by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE). 
 (a) December 11

th
 (b) December 14

th
 (c) December 18

th
 (d) December 24

th
 

 

18. Which of the following teams lifted the trophy in the Hero Asian Champions trophy hockey in Dhaka recently? 

 (a) Korea (b) Japan (c) Malaysia (d) India 
 

19. Which of the following country‘s scientists have claimed that they have developed a machine that can charge 

people with crime using artificial intelligence? 
 (a) Russia (b) USA (c) China (d) Japan 

 

20. Who is the only Indian to undergo International Air and Space Program (IASP) at NASA Launch Operations‘ 
Kennedy Space Centre in Alabama, US? 

 (a) Aditi Kashyap  (b) Meenakshi Kulshrestha 

 (c) Jahnavi Dangeti  (d) Supriya Ratnakar 

 
21. Which of the following state governments has credited farmer welfare schemes for the state‘s No. 1 rank in 

agriculture and allied sectors in the Good Governance Index 2021? 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Madhya Pradesh (c) Telangana (d) Andhra Pradesh 
 

22. Recently, Narendra Modi inaugurated the Bina-Panki Multiproduct Pipeline Project in _______. 

 (a) Varanasi (b) Kanpur (c) Lucknow (d) Meerut 
 

23. Recently, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of the Rs 6,700-crore Renukaji Dam project in 

_______. 

 (a) Uttar Pradesh (b) Uttarakhand (c) Himachal Pradesh (d) Arunachal Pradesh 
 

24. Which of the following Asian countries will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of UNSC in January 2022? 

 (a) Bangladesh (b) South Korea (c) India (d) Japan 
 

25. Which of the following states / union territory government introduced colour-coded action plan to fight Covid-19 

recently? 

 (a) Puducherry (b) Delhi (c) Sikkim (d) Goa 
 

26. Which of the following industrial groups has become the first major Indian multinational conglomerate to roll out 

an electric vehicle (EV) policy for its employees? 
 (a) JSW Group (b) Essar Group (c) Reliance Group (d) Adani Group 

 

27. Which of the following countries has launched Inmarsat-6 F1 satellite? 
 (a) South Korea (b) Japan (c) China (d) Maldives 

 

28. Who has been awarded the prestigious Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award in Dubai recently? 

 (a) Mrunal Shah (b) Viral Desai (c) Duleep Bansal (d) Amit Virani 
 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 29 

 

29. The World Sangeet Tansen festival is held in _______. 

 (a) Gwalior (b) Indore (c) Bokaro (d) Jhansi 
 

30. Who became the first-ever woman to get promoted to the rank of Inspector General in Assam Police? 

 (a) Anita Sen (b) Mrinalini Saha (c) Violet Baruah (d) Anamika Sengupta 

 
31. According to Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA), which of the following central 

institutions topped in promotion and support of innovation and entrepreneurship development? 

 (a) IIT Kanpur (b) IIT Delhi (c) IIT Bombay (d) IIT Madras 
 

32. Which of the following places is to get India‘s first mobile haemophilia service unit? 

 (a) Davangere (b) Tawang (c) Jabalpur (d) Udaipur 
 

33. Recently, The Army, with support from the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) has recently established 

the Quantum Lab at Military College of Telecommunication Engineering _______ to spearhead research and 

training in this key developing field. 
 (a) Vijaywada in Andhra Pradesh (b) Gulbarga in Karnataka 

 (c) Mhow in Madhya Pradesh (d) Kanpur in Uttar Pradesh 

 
34. Recently, The world‘s first dual-mode vehicle, equally at home on road and rail, is set to make its public debut in 

_______. 

 (a) China (b) South Korea (c) Indonesia (d) Japan 
 

35. Which of the following banks has announced the launch of ‗green fixed deposits‘, whereby the deposit proceeds 

will be used to finance projects and firms supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)? 

 (a) IndusInd Bank (b) IDFC First Bank (c) Axis Bank (d) ICICI Bank 
 

36. The Corporate houses, which are not allowed to own a bank, can now pick up _______ stake in commercial banks 

through their non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 
 (a) 10 per cent (b) 15 per cent (c) 20 per cent (d) 25 per cent 

 

37. Which of the following countries recently became the fourth new member of BRICS New Development Bank? 

 (a) Pakistan (b) Egypt (c) Peru (d) Chile 
 

38. Which of the following states has become first state to get own genome sequencing lab? 

 (a) Kerala (b) Maharashtra (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Gujarat 
 

39. Which of the following Indian cities to get North India‘s first National Centre for Disease Control branch? 

 (a) Chandigarh (b) Ambala (c) Shimla (d) Jammu 
 

40. Who is the fifth Indian pacer to take 200 Test wickets recently? 

 (a) Ishant Sharma (b) Bhubaneshwar Kumar (c) Jasprit Bumrah (d) Mohammed Shami 
 

41. Uttar Pradesh‘s first data centre park is all set to come up in the _______. 
 (a) Greater Noida region (b) Gorakhpur region (c) Meerut region (d) Varanasi region 
 

42. Who has been appointed as India‘s next permanent representative to the UN Conference on Disarmament in 

Geneva? 

 (a) Amit Mathur (b) Deepak Raheja (c) Anupam Ray (d) Suresh Jha 
 

43. Recently, The Centre has notified rules for Consumer Protection (Jurisdiction of the District Commission, the State 

Commission and the National Commission) Rules, 2021. The revised pecuniary jurisdiction for entertaining 

consumer complaints shall be upto _______ for District Commissions. 

 (a) 20 lakh rupees (b) 30 lakh rupees (c) 50 lakh rupees (d) 75 lakh rupees 
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44. Recently, Uttar Pradesh got its first water sports complex in _______. 

 (a) Lucknow (b) Gorakhpur (c) Meerut (d) Varanasi 
 

45. In January 2022, which of the following countries is set to host the largest international contemporary art event, the 

World Art Forum (WAF)? 

 (a) Portugal (b) Egypt (c) Malaysia (d) Spain 
 

46. Which of the following banks will acquire about 10 per cent stake in the India International Clearing Corporation 

(IICC)? 
 (a) Union Bank of India (b) Punjab National Bank (c) Union Bank of India (d) State Bank of India 

 

47. Which of the following banks is set to embrace new recommended interest rate benchmarks necessitated as the 
traditional rate gauge London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) will cease to exist for its day-to-day businesses and 

in product pricing? 

 (a) Union Bank of India  (b) Punjab National Bank 

 (c) Union Bank of India  (d) State Bank of India 
 

48. Who is the first Indian to qualify for two events at the Winter Olympics? 

 (a) Hassan Mohammad  (b) Arif Mohammed Khan 
 (c) Mukesh Meshram  (d) Jagdeeshan Ishwaran 

 

49. Who is not among the 20 names announced for the Sahitya Akademi Award 2021? 
 (a) Namita Gokhale  (b) Mahesh Kumar 

 (c) Bratya Basu  (d) Khalid Hussain 

 

50. Which of the following gulf countries recently issued its first civil marriage license for a non-Muslim couple? 
 (a) UAE (b) Bahrain (c) Saudi Arabia (d) Kuwait 

 

51. Which is the first state amongst small states to launch the online RTI portal of the department of administrative 
reforms? 

 (a) Himachal Pradesh (b) Goa (c) Sikkim (d) Haryana 

 

52. Which of the following has organized a day-long national-level workshop on bamboo development in New Delhi? 
 (a) Ministry of Finance (b) NITI Aayog (c) PMO (d) Ministry of Tribal Affairs 

 

53. Which of the following states released draft Active Mobility Bill which looks into the protection of the rights of 
pedestrians and cyclists in urban centres all over the state? 

 (a) Kerala (b) Karnataka (c) Tamil Nadu (d) Maharashtra 

 
54. Which of the following places opens two new lines on longest metro in world recently? 

 (a) Shanghai (b) Tokyo (c) Beijing (d) Milan 

 

55. The Centre has told the Supreme Court that it has decided to accept the recommendation of a three-member panel 
to retain the current gross annual family income limit for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of _______ or 

less. 

 (a) Rs 4 lakh (b) Rs 6 lakh (c) Rs 8 lakh (d) Rs 10 lakh 
 

56. Which of the following has become the world‘s first paperless government recently? 

 (a) Dubai (b) San Marino (c) Fiji (d) Cuba 
 

57. According to the latest study has revealed the findings of an earlier study report that the area of glaciers in Nepal 

decreased by about _______ from 1977 to 2010 

 (a) 14 percent (b) 18 percent (c) 24 percent (d) 30 percent 
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58. The Centre notified monetary jurisdiction of consumer commissions, with the district commissions having 

jurisdiction to entertain complaints where value of goods or services paid as consideration does not exceed 
_______. 

 (a) Rs 20 lakh (b) Rs 30 lakh (c) Rs 40 lakh (d) Rs 50 lakh 

 

59. Global Family Day, One Day of Peace and Sharing, is celebrated every _______ in the United States as a global 
day of peace and sharing. 

 (a) January 1 (b) January 3 (c) January 5 (d) January 7 

 
60. Who among the following became Singapore‘s first badminton world champion recently? 

 (a) Loh Kean Yew (b) Jofn Won (c) Lee Chen Kee (d) Mew Der Chang 

 
61. Who is the newly appointed Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Railway Board? 

 (a) Amit Mohan Garg  (b) Vineet Kumar Singh 

 (c) Vinay Kumar Tripathi  (d) Rajaram Luthra 

 
62. Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched 100-day Reading Campaign _______. 

 (a) ‗Padho Bharat‘  (b) ‗Padhai Karta Bharat‘ 

 (c) ‗Padhe Bharat‘  (d) ‗Padhengey tabhi to badhega Bharat‘ 
 

63. Recently, The U.S. has appointed two women diplomats to senior posts representing Washington in Afghanistan. 

_______ has been appointed as a special envoy for Afghan women, girls, and human rights. 
 (a) Hina Khan (b) Rina Amiri (c) Mahek Grewal (d) Deepanita Ghosh 

 

64. The parliamentary panel assigned to examine the landmark bill which seeks to raise the legal age of marriage for 

women to 21 has only one woman MP out of 31 members. Name the woman MP. 
 (a) Sushmita Dev (b) Mohua Mitra (c) Navneet Rana (d) Nusrat Jahan 

 

65. Which of the following European countries has shut down three of its six nuclear power plants, as part of the 
country‘s phase-out of nuclear energy and turned its focus to renewable? 

 (a) Germany (b) France (c) Italy (d) Portugal 

 

66. Recently, the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has set up ‗LIC Digi Zone‘ in _______ to enhance its 
digital operations such as sales and services for its customers. 

 (a) New Delhi (b) Mumbai (c) Kolkata (d) Chennai 

 
67. Every year, World Braille Day is celebrated on _______. 

 (a) 2
nd

 January (b) 4
th
 January (c) 6

th
 January (d) 10

th
 January 

 
68. Recently, _______ is stepping up the game to amaze new travelers on a wider scale by becoming the first global 

virtual NFT platform based on a real-world map. 

 (a) ‗Metaverse Dubai‘  (b) ‗Metaverse Milan‘ 

 (c) ‗Metaverse New York‘ (d) ‗Metaverse Al Salvador‘ 
 

69. Mandatory martial arts training for school and college girls, 50 more person-days for all single- and women-headed 

households under MGNREGS and 33.3% representation in registered parties are among the provisions in the draft 
_______ State New Policy for Women 2021. 

 (a) Kerala (b) Tamil Nadu (c) Telanagana (d) Andhra Pradesh 

 
70. Recently, Researchers have identified the first signature of a magnetic field surrounding a planet outside of our 

solar system. The team used Hubble to observe the exoplanet _______ a Neptune-sized planet 123 light-years from 

Earth, pass directly across the face of its host star six times in what is known as a ―transit.‖ 

 (a) HAT-P-11b (b) NAT-P-11v (c) LAT-P-15y (d) KAT-O-23r 
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ANSWER KEY AND EXPLANATION 
 

1. b The ministry of home affairs set up a high-level committee, headed by Vivek Joshi, a secretary-rank officer, to look 
into the possibility of withdrawing the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act from Nagaland in the wake of rising 

tension in the state over the killing of 14 civilians. 

 
2. a Nitin Gadkari launched the first Intelligent Transport System on Eastern Peripheral Expressway at Dasna, 

Ghaziabad. 

 
3. d Gujarat has topped the composite ranking in the Good Governance Index (GGI), followed by Maharashtra and Goa 

while Uttar Pradesh showed an incremental growth of 8.9 per cent in the indicators launched by Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah on the occasion of the Good Governance Day. 

 
4. b Minister of Agriculture, Narendra Singh Tomar has said that, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi, agriculture is being given priority and 1 lakh 62 thousand crore rupees have been provided to 11.5 crore 

farmers in the country under PM Kisan Yojana. He inaugurated the four-day agriculture exhibition ‗Agrovision‘, in 
Nagpur, Maharashtra. 

 

5. b Narandran ‗Jody‘ Kollapen, who is of Indian origin, has been appointed to South Africa‘s highest judicial bench, 

the Constitutional Court. 
 

6. b Ecuador has become the first country to make coronavirus vaccines obligatory for children. Everyone from the age 

of five is eligible to be vaccinated. 
 

7. c China will become the world‘s top economy in dollar terms in 2030, two years later than forecast in last year‘s 

World Economic League Table report. 
 

8. c Himachal Pradesh batters played out of their skins to beat Tamil Nadu in the final of Vijay Hazare Trophy at the 

Sawai Mansingh Stadium. 

 
9. a In a revelation that could redefine certain aspects of anatomical studies as we know it, scientists have now 

discovered humans have a new layer of muscles behind the cheeks that stabilise the lower jaw. 

 
10. d National Consumer Day is observed on 24 December annually to highlight the importance of the consumer 

movement and spread awareness about the rights and responsibilities of every consumer. 

 
11. b Kerala has again emerged as the top performer in terms of overall health performance among larger States, while 

Uttar Pradesh is the worst, according to the fourth Health Index launched by NITI Aayog. 

 

12. a China expert and former Indian envoy to Beijing Vikram Misri was appointed deputy national security adviser in 
the national security council secretariat. Misri, a 1989 batch IFS officer, will come in place of Pankaj Saran who 

demits office on December 31, 2021. 

 
13. b Somalia‘s President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed said he had suspended the prime minister‘s powers, escalating 

a destabilising dispute. 

 

14. a Over the last three years since Maldives President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih was elected to office, an ‗India Out‘ 
[#IndiaOut] campaign has cropped up every now and then within the Indian Ocean island nation, mostly on social 

media. 

 
15. d The cities which are set to get the 5G telecom services in 2022 include Gurugram, Bangalore, Kolkata, Mumbai, 

Chandigarh, Delhi, Jamnagar, Ahmadabad, Chennai, Hyderabad, Lucknow, Pune, and Gandhinagar. 
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16. c IndusInd Bank has joined hands with the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) for offering real-time 

cross-border remittances to India using UPI IDs for its Money Transfer Operator (MTO) partners. 
 

17. b The National Energy Conservation Day is observed on December 14
th
, every year by the Bureau of Energy 

Efficiency (BEE). 
 

18. a In a scintillating match, Korea defeated Japan to lift the trophy in the Hero Asian Champions trophy hockey in 

Dhaka. 
 

19. c China has been making rapid advancements in the technology field. And now, Chinese scientists have claimed that 

they have developed a machine that can charge people with crime using artificial intelligence. This is the world‘s 

first such machine. 
 

20. c Jahnavi Dangeti, a second-year engineering student from Palakollu of West Godavari, has created history by being 

the only Indian to undergo International Air and Space Program (IASP) at Nasa Launch Operations‘ Kennedy 

Space Centre in Alabama, US. 
 

21. d The Andhra Pradesh government has credited farmer welfare schemes for the state‘s No. 1 rank in agriculture and 

allied sectors in the Good Governance Index 2021 by recording 11.3% growth over the last two years. 

 

22. b Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Kanpur and inaugurate the completed section of Kanpur Metro Rail Project. 
During the programme, the Prime Minister will also inaugurate the Bina-Panki Multiproduct Pipeline Project. 

 

23. c Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation of the Rs 6,700-crore Renukaji Dam project from Himachal 
Pradesh‘s Mandi town. 

 

24. c India will chair the Counter-Terrorism Committee of UNSC in January 2022 after 10 years. 
 

25. b Delhi govt‘s colour-coded action plan to fight Covid-19. 

 

26. a Mumbai-based JSW Group has become the first major Indian multinational conglomerate to roll out an electric 
vehicle (EV) policy for its employees. 

 

27. b The Inmarsat-6 F1 satellite launched atop a Mitsubishi Heavy Industries H-2A rocket from Japan‘s Tanegashima 
Space Center. 

 

28. b Surat‘s noted industrialist Viral Desai, popularly known as Greenman for his love for the environment, has been 

awarded the prestigious Global Environment and Climate Action Citizen Award in Dubai. 
 

29. a In Madhya Pradesh, World Sangeet Tansen festival is held. The festival was organised till December 30
th
 in 

Gwalior. This is the 97
th
 edition of the festival. 

 

30. c Indian Police Services (IPS) officer Violet Baruah became the first-ever woman to get promoted to the rank of 

Inspector General in Assam Police. 
 

31. d The top rank has been bagged by IIT Madras followed by IIT Bombay, IIT Delhi, IIT Kanpur and IIT Roorkee. 

 

32. a Davangere to get India‘s first mobile haemophilia service unit. 
 

33. c The Army, with support from the National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) has recently established the 

Quantum Lab at Military College of Telecommunication Engineering, Mhow in Madhya Pradesh to spearhead 
research and training in this key developing field. 

 

34. d The world‘s first dual-mode vehicle, equally at home on road and rail, is set to make its public debut in the town of 
Kaiyo in Japan‘s Tokushima prefecture. 

 



 

A General Awareness Weekly, 2021    Page : 34 

 

35. a IndusInd Bank has announced the launch of ‗green fixed deposits‘, whereby the deposit proceeds will be used to 

finance projects and firms supporting the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 
 

36. b Corporate houses, which are not allowed to own a bank, can now pick up 15 per cent stake in commercial banks 

through their non-banking financial companies (NBFCs). 

 
37. b India has welcomed Egypt as the fourth new member of BRICS New Development Bank. Bangladesh, UAE, and 

Uruguay joined in September this year. 

 
38. c Tamil Nadu becomes first state to get own genome sequencing lab. 

 

39. b Ambala to get north India‘s first National Centre for Disease Control branch. 
 

40. d Mohammed Shami has established himself among the greats of Indian cricket by becoming only the fifth Indian 

pacer to take 200 Test wickets. 

 
41. a Uttar Pradesh will soon be a data centre hub a facility that centralizes an organization‘s shared IT operations and 

equipment to store, process and disseminate data and applications, as the state‘s first data centre park is all set to 

come up in the Greater Noida region. 
 

42. c Senior diplomat Anupam Ray has been appointed as India‘s next permanent representative to the UN Conference 

on Disarmament in Geneva. 
 

43. c The revised pecuniary jurisdiction for entertaining consumer complaints shall be upto 50 lakh rupees for District 

Commissions, more than 50 lakh to two crore rupees for State Commissions and more than two crore rupees for 

National Commission. 
 

44. b Uttar Pradesh got its first water sports complex at Ramgarh Tal in Gorakhpur. 
 

45. b In January 2022, the National Museum of Egyptian Civilization is scheduled to host the largest international 

contemporary art event, the World Art Forum (WAF). 
 

46. d State Bank of India will acquire about 10 per cent stake in the India International Clearing Corporation (IICC).IICC 
is the first international clearing corporation set up at GIFT-IFSC that acts as a central counterparty providing 

clearing and settlement and risk management services. 
 

47. d India‘s largest lender, State Bank of India (SBI) is set to embrace new recommended interest rate benchmarks 
necessitated as the traditional rate gauge London Interbank Offered Rate (LIBOR) will cease to exist for its day-to-

day businesses and in product pricing. 
 

48. b Jammu and Kashmir-based alpine skier Arif Mohammed Khan has qualified for his second event at the 2022 
Winter Olympics to be held in Beijing. By doing this, he becomes the first Indian to qualify for two events at the 

Winter Olympics. 
 

49. b Eminent author Namita Gokhale, TMC MLA Bratya Basu and noted Punjabi writer Khalid Hussain were among 
the 20 names announced for the Sahitya Akademi Award 2021. 

 

50. a The UAE issued its first civil marriage license for a non-Muslim couple, as the Gulf country seeks to keep its edge 

over regional competitors. 
 

51. a Chief minister Jai Ram Thakur launched the online RTI portal of the department of administrative reforms. With 

this Himachal Pradesh became the first state amongst small states and fourth after Maharashtra, Karnataka, and 
Uttar Pradesh to launch the portal. 

 

52. b NITI Aayog has organizing a day-long national-level workshop on bamboo development in New Delhi. 
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53. b The Karnataka Directorate of Urban Land Transport (DULT) released draft Active Mobility Bill which looks into 

the protection of the rights of pedestrians and cyclists in urban centres all over the state. 
 

54. a Shanghai opens two new lines on longest metro in world. 

 

55. c The Centre has told the Supreme Court that it has decided to accept the recommendation of a three-member panel 
to retain the current gross annual family income limit for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) of Rs 8 lakh or 

less. 

 
56. a Establishing itself as a leading digital capital, Dubai has become the world‘s first paperless government, announced 

Emirate‘s Crown Prince Sheikh Hamdan bin Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum. 

 
57. c The latest study has revealed the findings of an earlier study report that the area of glaciers in Nepal decreased by 

about 24 percent from 1977 to 2010. 

 

58. d The Centre notified monetary jurisdiction of consumer commissions, with the district commissions having 
jurisdiction to entertain complaints where value of goods or services paid as consideration does not exceed Rs 50 

lakh. 

 
59. a Global Family Day, One Day of Peace and Sharing, is celebrated every January 1 in the United States as a global 

day of peace and sharing. 

 
60. a Loh Kean Yew became Singapore‘s first badminton world champion with a 21-15 22-20 win over India‘s Kidambi 

Srikanth in Huelva, Spain. 

 

61. c Vinay Kumar Tripathi has been appointed as new Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Railway Board. 
 

62. c Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan launched 100-day Reading Campaign ‗Padhe Bharat‘. 

 
63. b The U.S. has appointed two women diplomats to senior posts representing Washington in Afghanistan. Rina Amiri 

has been appointed as a special envoy for Afghan women, girls, and human rights. 

 

64. a According to the members‘ list of the parliamentary standing committee, led by senior BJP leader Vinay 
Sahasrabuddhe, available on the Rajya Sabha website, TMC MP Sushmita Dev is the only woman among the 31 

members. 

 
65. a Germany has shut down three of its six nuclear power plants, as part of the country‘s phase-out of nuclear energy 

and turned its focus to renewables. 

 
66. b The Life Insurance Corporation (LIC) of India has set up ‗LIC Digi Zone‘ at BKC in Mumbai to enhance its digital 

operations such as sales and services for its customers. 

 

67. b World Braille Day, celebrated since 2019, is observed to raise awareness of the importance of Braille as a means of 
communication in the full realization of the human rights for blind and partially sighted people. 

 

68. a ―Metaverse Dubai is stepping up the game to amaze new travelers on a wider scale by becoming the first global 
virtual NFT platform based on a real-world map. 

 

69. b Mandatory martial arts training for school and college girls, 50 more person-days for all single- and women-headed 
households under MGNREGS and 33.3% representation in registered parties are among the provisions in the draft 

Tamil Nadu State New Policy for Women 2021. 

 

70. a The team used Hubble to observe the exoplanet HAT-P-11b, a Neptune-sized planet 123 light-years from Earth, 
pass directly across the face of its host star six times in what is known as a ―transit.‖ 


